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PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

T H E U N I 'f E D S T A T E. S C A P I T 0 L 

J A N: U A R Y 2 0 , 2 0 0 4 

Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, distinguished 
guests, and fellow citizens: 

I . . 

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities.And we are 
rising to meet them. 
. As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen ahd 
women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing hope to 
the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are making Amerie<1 . 
more secure. 

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are tracking 
.terrorist threats;. analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and 
women of our new Homeland Security Dep(lrtment are patrolling our coasts . 
and borders. And their vigilance is protectingAmerica. 

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the 
world.The American economy is growing stronger. The tax relief youpassed is . 
working. , . . . . . . .. 

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of 
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You're raising the 

" ' ' ' ·. ' ' ' ' "·· \ : ,' ·" 
standards for our public schools; and you are giving our senior citizens prescrip- . · 
ti on drug coverage under Medicare. . . . · 

We have faced serious challenges together - and now we face a choke. We · 
cal) go forward with confidence and resolve. - or We can turn back to the: , 
dangerous illusion that terrorists are rtot'plotting and outlawtegimes are I1o 
threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in educatioh' ··. 
and Medicare - orwe can turn back to old policies and old divisions. 

We have not come all this way- through tragedy, and trial, ahd war~ only· 
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of 
history, and they expect the same fromus. In their.efforts, their enterprise, and 
their character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is. 
confident and strong. . . 

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people. 
Twenty~eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 - over two .. 

· years without an attack on American soil - and it is tempting to believethat the 
dangeris behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting- and false.The 
killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa,Jerusalem, 
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ist~nbul, and Baghdad. The t~rrodsts contitiuefo plqt againstAmeric~ ~nCl the 
civilized world. And by our will and <;:ourage, this danger will be de,featecL >. ·. ·. ·· 

Jn,side the United States, where· the war.began, we must coritituie to give .... ··.· · ·· · 
.our hoineland security and law enfortenient personnel every tool they need to' '' ', ,' 

. defend us.· And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act; which allows ·. ,, 
Federal law enforcement to better .share information, to tracktdrrori~ts; tb 
·disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. FOr years, we h,aveused .similar provi- · • 
siorts to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these J:llethods are good foi: ·· · 
hunting crimin~s·, they are even more important for hunting terrorists. ·Key 
provisions ofthe PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. Theter~oristthreat .. 

: will not expire on that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation .·.· ·.· . 
.. to protect our citizens -:-you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. . 

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. Last. 
March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the 1 lth; awoke · . 

• 0 · to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August the · 
· · : 11th brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in the 

attack irt Indonesia that killed over 200 people, We're tracking al-Qaid~ around· . 
. the world - and nearly two-thirds of their. known· leaders have now bee,rC ; .· 

· captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and deterµiirted niilitarf. . · 
personnel are on the manhunt~ going after the remaining killers who hicie}q . . .· .. , · 
'Citfos and caves - and, one by one; we will bring' these terrorists :to justice, ' " ' .· 
.. · ·.·. · · As part of the offensive against terror, we are al~o cortfronti:p.gthe regimei . 
that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply .them with nuclear,'chetI1:- ;, · .. · 
.kal, oi biological weapons. The United States'.arid our allies are determined: We · . • · ·. 

· .·refuse to live in the shadowofthis ultimate danger. · 
.. -' _The firstto.see our determination were t~eTaliban,·who mad~Afgha!li:s~a:n· , 

'the primary trairtingbase of al-Qaida killers. AS. of this month, thait6untrf has · · 
•.• ' ·a new constitution, guaranteeing free eleetioris and fulPpartieipation l~yw9men), : .·, 

·' Busiqesses are opening, health care centers are bei11g· established, ~an&tb,~: ~ors.: < 
. . : • .•. , . ~nd girls of Afghanistan are back in school.With the help from the .ne).v Afgh~n-> 

Arrriy,"our coalitiOn isleading aggressive raids against·the surviving members of'·.·.'. 
·· ·. ··.• • ·.the T~liban. arid al-Qaida. The men and wmnen of Afghanistan are::ht#ldif'lg i '/ . 

' ' nati6n that is free,and proud, and fighting terror-,- and ~erica is hoporedib 
···betheirfriend; ... . · . · .·.··· ···.~ .. ··.· 

' ' ' 

. Since we last met in this chamber, combatfon:es of' the United St~tes, G~eat 
··. · Britain, Australia, Poland, and .other countries. enforceq the dem(:lnds of the 

· Uµiteci Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein - and the people ofiraq ar~ , 
free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam··.·. : 

· supporters. Men who ran away from our tr9ops in battle are now dispersed arid 
· . attack from the shadows. · · ·. 

These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing danger. 
Yet we're making progress agairistthem;The once m~·powerful ruler ofiraqwas 
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··. round in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Ofthe t6p55 officials ofthe f9rmer 
regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces .are on the offensive, le~ding 
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of l 80 raids a week. We are 
dealing with these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's· 
evil regime. . ~ 

The work of building a newJraqis hard, and it is right. And America has 
always b.een willing to do what ittakes for what is right. Last January,Jraq's only 
law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is ,working with the · 
Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basidaw, with a bill of rights, We're working 
with Iraqis andthe United Natio.ns to prepare for a transitiontoJulliraqi sover-

. eignty by the en<:l of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies qf 
freedo1Il will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. Theyaretryingto 
shake the will of our country and our friends - but the United States of Arrierica 
will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins.The killers will fail, and the 
Iraqi people will live in freedom. . . . 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibility for tbeir own 
security and theirown future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of 
Iraq's most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing 
Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, AmeriCa. stands with you and the Iraqi people as 
you build a free and peaceful nation. 

Because of American leadership and' resolve, the worldischangingforthe 
. better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to dis~lose and 
dismantle all of his regime's weapons of mass destrµction programs, including 
a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly 
judged that his country would be better off, and far more .secure, without 
weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involvihgthe 

·United States and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplo-
. macy with Iraq did not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, · 
words must be credible~ and no one can now doubt the word of America. 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the 
region, weare insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America 
and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its commit"" 
men ts and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the 

\.vorld's most dangerous weapons .out of the hands ofthe most dangerous 
··.regimes. 

When I came to this rostrum on September the 20th, 200l;Ibroughtthe 
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a taskt~at 
does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commitment to 

. securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this pledge, given byone, 
has been kept by many. You in the Congress have .provided the resources fofour 
defense, and cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Ol1r closest allies have been 
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unwavering. America's intelligence personnel al1d diplomats have been skilled 
and tireless. . · .··· · · . · 

Alld the men and 'women of the American military - they have taken the· 
· hardest duty. We've seen their skill and.their· courage in armored charges, and 
.midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen thejoy when 

' • they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've had the honor of meeting .. 
·our servicemen· and women at many posts,.froll1 the deck of a carrier in the. 
Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are listening tonight. And' 
I want you and your families to know: America is proud o(you. And my 
Administration, and this Congress, will give ypu .the resources you needtofigh,t 
and wih the war on terror. . . · 

I know th<}t some people question if America is really in a war at alL They 
view terrorism more as· a crime - a problem to be solved mainly with law 
enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in 
1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sentto 
prison. But the matterwas not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot- •. 
ting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and· 
carnage of September the 11th~ it is not enoughto. serve our enemies with· legal 
papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States - ··.· · 
and war is what they got. . .. . . . .. 

. Some in this chamber, and in our. country, did not support the liberation 
oflraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. Butlet us be·. 

, candid abqut. the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein ip power.· We~re. · 
seeking all the facts - already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons 'of 

· massdestruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equip­
ment that iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act, the 
dictator's weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to this day. 
Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have beert · 
revealed as empty threats, weakenii:igthe United Nations and encouraging defi­
ance by dictators around the world. Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled 
with victims - terrified and innocent. The killing fields oflraq - where hundreds 
of thousands of men, and women, artd children vanished into the sands~ would 
stiH be known only to the killers .. For all who love freedom and peace, th,e ""or kl 
without Saddam Hussein's regime is a better a.nd safer place. 

. Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. This . 
particular criticism is hard to ~xplain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan, 
South Korea, . the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine,. Romania, the. Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador~ . 

. . ·· and the 17 other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at · 
home, we must never ignore the vital. contributions of our international part- . 
tj.ers, or dismiss their sacrifices. From the beginning, America hq.s sought inter­
national support for our operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained · 
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much support. There is a difference, howev~r, he~t!en leading a. coalition of ·.· . . 
many nations; and submitting to the objections of a few. America will neve~ seek/ .. · . 
a permission slip to defend the security ()four country. . ··· ·... . .... _:· · 

. . We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greate'rMiddle · .· 
. East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mist~en, and condescending, to assutiie that.·. .· 
.· whole·cultures, and great religions are.incompatible withlibertyandseif.:govern~.' 

ment I believe that God has planted in ¢very huinan he.art the desire to live in 
freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, itWill rise '. 
agam. 

As long as the Middle East ~emains a place of tyranny, and• desp~ir, and 
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements thatthreaten the safety' 
of America and .our friends. So 'America is pursuing a forward strategy o:( · · 
freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the· enemies of reform, 
confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher s,tandard from our friends. To· 
cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other· · 
b~oadcast services· are expanding their programming in Arabic and ·Persian _; 

· ·and soon, a new television service will begin providing reliable ne~s andinfor.:.: 
mation across the region. I will send you a 'proposal to double the budget of the·. 
National Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its newwotkonthede\iel~-
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in 

· . • .·the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historl.c work ofde:rrtoc;racy ih. 
Afghanistan and Iraq; so those nations can light the way for others, ?-"nd help 

.. ·. 

transform a troubled part of the world. · ··· · · . .. . .... 
·• .America is a Nation with a mission~ and that mis~ion co111es fronl6U~ . : : ._. . . 
most basic beliefs. We have no desire .to dominate, rio ambitions ()f empi~e_, O:Ur~f-:: : · - ·. 

. ilini is a democratic peace ~·a pe$lCe founqed upon the dignify atjd rights' of ' .. : ·.· 
<every 111an.and woman . .America ads in this cc:ause with friends and alli~s ~(c)'ll'f .... ; .• 

side, yet:we understand our special calling: This.great RepulJli~\vUl Iea(l.:the">.._. 
' cause offreedom. ' .. · .. ··. ' . . ' . ·:· .· . -.. \ .:.>." . ,'·:. 

. In the last three.years, adversiry h.as also revealed the fun.dartient~ $trehgths'. .. J 
-of the American etonomy. we have come thr~ugh recession; and terroris.t ~tt~ck', > .. 

. ' and ,corporate seandals, and the:uilcertainties .of war. And becauseyou<(l:eted t9~: > '' 

stimulate our economy with tax relief, this economy is strong, ·arid growing.;<.. . .. :: • · · 
' stronger. .. ' ' ' ' . ·. . . . ... · ; ' ·· .. · ' ·.. • 

. You have doubled the child. tax· 'credit .front 500 to a thousand· dollars;' .. 
reduced the Il1arriage penalty, begun to phase out the d~athtax, reducecl-t~~s-bh: . . . .. 
capital gains and sto,k dividends, cut taxes on small businesse~, and you have . ' 
lowered taxes_ for every American who pays income taxes, · . •• .. · 

. A.mericans took those dollars and put them to work,.driving this economy. 
forward, The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the 

. fastest in nearly 20 years. Newhortie construction: the highest in almost 20 years.·· 
·Home ownership rates: the highest eve~. Manufacturing activity is increasing; 
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. . 
Iiiflation is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growing. Productivity is high .. 
And jobs are on the rise. 

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their money 
far better than government would have..,.. and you were right to return it. 

·America's growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology· 
transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive, 
'and workers need new skills. Much of our.job growth will be found in high­
skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping 
more Americans gain the skills to find goodjobs in our new economy. 

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to 
be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many chil­
dren, those skills were never mastered; By passing the No Child Left Behind.Act, 
you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're· 
providing more funding for our schools- a 36 percent increase since 2001. We're 
requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the funda-
mentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better 
options when schools are not performing. We are making progress toward excel­
lence for every child in America. 
. But the status quo always has d~fenders. Some want to undermine the No 
Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results 

· • we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders t6 read 
and do math at the third gradeJevel- and that's not asking too much. Testing is 
the only way to identify and help students who are falling behind; . 

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along 
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any 
child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door of opportunity to 
all of America's children. 

At the same time, we must ensurethat older students and adults can gain 
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations 
require strong math and science preparation, and training beyond the high 
school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st. 
Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and. high school .. · 
students who fall behind in reading ahd math, expand Advanced Placement 
programs in low-income schools, invite math and science professionals from the 

· private sector to teach part-time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants 
for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school. I 
propose increasing our support for America's fine community colleges, I do so 
so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most newjobs. 
By all these actions, we'll help more and moreAmericans to join in the growing 

· prosperity of our country. 
Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to 

pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. 
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Congress has some unfinished busine~s on the issue of taxes. The tax 
reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on 
marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged JOO 
dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will 
pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come backto lik 

. Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. What. Congress l}as •given, the 
Congress should not take away: For the sake of job growth, the taxcuts you 
passed should be permanent. 

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners and 
employees with relief froni.· needless Federal regulation, and protect them from 

. junk and frivolouslawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of 
energy to make our economy run ~ so I urge you to pass legislation to 
modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less 
dependent on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free 
and fair trade, to open up new markets for America's entrepreneurs, andmanu­
.facturers, and farmers - to create jobs forAmedcanworkers. Younger workers 
should have the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social 
Security taxes in a personal retirement account. We should make the Social 
$ecuritysystem a source of ownership for the American people. . . 

· And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by acting· 
as good stewards of taxpayers' dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budgetthat 
funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets. important domestic needs, 
while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than four percent. 
This willrequire that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be 

· wise with the people's money. ~y doing so, we can cut the deficitin half over the 
next five years. 

Tonight 1 also ask you to reform ourimmigration laws, so they reflect our 
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to 
match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can 
be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our economy ~·because 
employers Will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. Atempo:.. 
rary workerprogra:m will help protect our homeland - allowing border patrol 
and law enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose 
amnesty, because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly 

· .. reward those who break our laws. MY temporary worker program will preserve 
the citizenship path for those who respect thelaw, while bringing millions of 
hardworking men and women out from the shadows of American life. 

· Our Nation's health care system, like our economy, is also in a time .of 
change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This 
dramatic progress has bro ugh( its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical 
care and health insurance. Members ofCongress, wemust work together to help · 
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·· .·· contrbl those co~ts and· extend.the benefits ofmodernfuedicin.e throughoutdur , · .. · .... 

. , .. cmmtry. . . . . 
. Meeting .these goals require$ bipartisa11 effort - and two months ago, yol,i 

showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a preseript~o11. drug ·. · 
· · benefit, you kept a basic commitmept to-our seniors: You are giving them .the · 

p:i.oden1 medicine they deserye .. · · .. · . ·. · . ... · · ··•· · ... · . 
. · · Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors ca11 choose tq receive .. 

•.··a drug discount card~ saving them lO•to 25 percepJoff the retail price of most 
· · · · prescription drugs - and millions oflow-'i~come sen.iors c1:m get anaddition<tl ~·· · 

· ... 600 doUarsto buy medicine. B~ginning next year, ~eniors wW have new coverage .•... · 
. for preventive screenipgs against diabetes and heart disease,. and seniors jqst ·. 
· entering Medicare Can receive wellness exams: . . . . . . 

· In January of 2006, seniors can get· prescription drug coverage under · . 
· ·.Medicare. Fm a monthly premium of about 3? dollars, most seniors ,who do not . · ···· 
. have that coverage to.day can expectto see their drug bills cut roughly in half. 
Under this r,efotm, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare jl;lst as it is, 

··or they can .choose a Medicare plan that fits them best-just as you, as Members · 
· ofCongress, can choose an insm;ance plan that meets your needs. And'startirig ,· · 
. this year, millions of Aniericans willb~ able to saye money tax.:rreefo.r their · , .· 
' medicalexpenses, in a health savings accou~t. .: ' ' ·. '• ' . ..· ' "' . ..• ' ' ' ' 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to)imitthe chokes of o.ur · • · ·· · 
· .. seniors, m totake ·away the.ir prescripti611 drug coverage under Medicare, wW · · 

'meetmyveto. ' ' ' .·... . .·' •. : .·· ' .. ,·· ·•· •. ·, .·. , ... ·· 
. On.the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that America.ns cart 

choose and afford private .health. care coverage that best fits . their individuai 
·. : needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress niustactto addres~rapidly 

·· rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to banq together and 
. negotiate forJower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health · . 

. · · ... ·· ihsrtrarice - I urge you to p~ss Association Health Plans. i ask youfo give lower_: 
. ' income Arii~ricans a refundable tax credit that ivould allow millions to buy their ·. ' ' 

own basic health insimtnce. By coinput~rizing· he~th. records, we can avoid . , .. 
'dangerous.·.riiedical. mistakes, .. reduce COSf$, And improve care. To .protect the. 

· · ·doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must .. · 
·. eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight 1 propose that .. 

individuals who buy catastrophic he,alth care coverage, as·part ofour n~wlieahh .· .· 
savings accounts; be .allowed to deduct JOO percent of the pr,emiums from thdt 
taxes. ' 

. . .•.. · ~ government-~un hecilth care systell). .is the wrong presqiption. By 
keeping costs under control, expanding access_, and helping more Aineric(lfi's . 

"' . afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medidhe that mak.es 
·. · Arrierica's health care the best iri the ~orld. . ·· ·· . . · . r • .. 

·: ' '· ~: ", 
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We are living in a time of gre,at 2hange - in our World, in our economy, in.· 
· science and medicine. Yet some things endure - courage and compassion, rever­
ence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values\V~ try'tO 
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions, 
such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions -
these unseen pillars of civilization..,.. must remain strong in America, and we will 
defend them. 

We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy, responsible 
children. When it comes to helping children make right choices, there is work for 
all of us to do. 

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble theirlives 
and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem, 
with aggressive education, treatment, and. law enforcement. Drug· use in high 
school has declined by 11 percent over the .last two years. Four hundred thou­
sand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 200 L In niy 
budget, I have propbsed new funding to continue our aggressive, commuriitr 
based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in olir schools 
has proven to be an effective part of this effort. So tonight I've proposed an addi­
tional 23 million dollars for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save 
children's lives. The aim here is not to punish children, but to send them this 
message: We love you, and we do not want to lose you. · 

To help children make right choices, they need good examples. Athletics 
play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in prof es- · 
sional sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance­
enhancing drugs like steroids -in baseball, football, and other sports is 
dangerous, and it sends the wrong message-:: that there are shortcuts to accom-

. plishment, and that performance is more important than character. So tonight . 
l call on team owners, union representatives, coaches,··and players to fake the 
lead, to send the right signal, toget tough, and to get rid of steroids now. 

To. encourage right choices, we must be willing to confro11t the dangers 
young people face - even when they're difficult to talk about. Each year, about 
three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm · 
them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget; 
I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about: these medical 

·. risks. We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so schools can· 
teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is· the only certain way to 
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children now make can ~ffect their' · 
health and charact~r for the rest of their lives. All of us , parents, schools, and 

· · government - must work together to counter the negative influence of the 
culture, and to send the right messages to our children . 

. A strong America must also value the institution of marriag~. I believe we 
should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one 9f the most 

9 
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~ndamental, enduring ~nstitutions ofo~r civilization. Congress';_has already. v . 

. . · .· ·· .. taken a ·stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in 
.. ·; 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as .. 
· · a union of a man and a woman, and declares that one state rn.ay not redefin.e ·· 

· . · ~arriage for _other _states; Activist judges, howe;er,. h~ve begun· rede6riing 

·-·.i--·'-· 
'lllarriage ·by court order,· without regard for the will of the people and their 
. elected representatives.On an issue of~uch great consequence, the people's voice 

'· '· .. 

- .,, 

· · . must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, ·.· 
· theoµly alternativeJeft to the people would be the cori_stittitiorial process. Oµr 
·_···Natiort must defendthe sanctity9fmarrjage. . . .. 
.. The outcome of this debate is inipoitant..:. and so is the way we conduct -it . 
•.. The same moral tradition.that defines marriage also teaches that each individual . 
"has dignity and value in God's sight.. . . . · .·. · . 

,· ' ' It's also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the 
· ·.compassion of Arnerica;s religious institutions; Religious charities cif everycreed: . 

'are· doing some of the mostvitalworkin out country- mentoring childrep; •. ; 
. ' ··' . feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely: Yet governmenthas pfteri. · .. 

denied social ser\rice grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have 
.. a cross oi a Star of David or a crescent on the wall. By Executive Order~ Ihav-e -~ . 

opened billions of dollars in grant money to ·competition thatincludes faitfo .. · 
· ·based charities. Tonightlask you toccidify this intp law, so people of faith ¢an •. · 

know that the law will neyer discriminate againstthem again.~ . 
·.· • · In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to children ~f pris:. .. 

.. oners, and provide treatment· for the addiqed, · all.d help for· th~ homeless. · ;. 
Tonight I ask. you to consider another, group ofAmer:icans in need of help .. This 

·. · yea:i;, some.600,000 inmates will be.released.from prison back into.society.We 
. kll,ow from long experience that if they ~an't firid work, or a home, bi:' help, th'ey. , . 
are much more lik~ly to' commit crime and return to prison. So tonight; I 

. prop~se a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand 
·.job training and placement services, to provide transitional housing, and to help 
newly released prisoners: get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. 

·. ·America is the land ofsecond chance - and when the gates of the prison ~pen, .· 
the· path ahead should lead to a bettedife. .. . . · · · .· . . 

.· . · For allAmericans, the last three years have brought tests' we did not ask: f~r,' · .. 
.,,and achievements shared by alL By our actions,~~ have shown what kind of . 
Nationwe are; In grief, we have,foundthe grace to go On;In chatlenge, ~e.redis.: •.. 
. covered the courage and daring ofa free people. In victory, we have s.hown the · · 
noble: aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we 1)ensethat ·_ . 
.we live in a time set apart. · · • · · · . · · · · · •. · .· 

.· .. · I've.been witness to the chara~t~r.of the people or'America, ~h~ have,-~ .. 
· shown calm in times of danger, compassion for 011e another, and toughness. for. · 

· · the long haul. All of us have been partners in a grea((!riterprise. Andev¢D. sqme ·.· 

.. 
. ·r. • 
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of the youngest understand that we ardiving in historic times. Last month a girl 
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bl1sh!' "If 
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone;· 
please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country:' She added 
this P.S:: "If you can send a letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearson 

· · believes in you."' 
Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops hasjustbeen conveyed.And 

yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to Yourmomor · 
. dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see a. man or womah 
in uniform:, say "thank you." And, Ashley, while you do your part, all ofus here 
in this great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of America. sa.fe 
and free. 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith .. Our 
Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause 
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in ol1rworld is unmistakable- and 
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can trustin that greater power 
Who guides the unfolding ofthe years>And in all that is to come, we can know 
that His purposes are just and true. · · · 

May God continue to bless America. 

11 
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I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a 

letter and tell me what I can do to save our country." She added 

·.this P.s.: . . "If you can send a:lette;i:-,to·the troops . . please 

put, 'Ashley Pearson believes in you. ' 

Tonight, Ashley,. your message to 'our•troops has .Just been 

conveyed. Andyes, you have soITle duties.yourself; Study hard 

in. school; listen to your mom and dad, help s'omeone in heed;. 

,and when you. and your friends see a. man o~ .. womaJ in uniform, 

say "thank you." And while you do your part, all of u,$here 

in this great chamber will do our ·be:;ot to keep you and·· the 

rest of America safe and free.-

My fellow citizens, we now mov_e forward, with confidence and 

faith~ Our Nation is strong· and steadfast .. · Th~··cc'.iuse we .serve 
. .. 

is right, because it is the cause.·.of all mankind:. The rnbmentum 

of fre.edorn in our world. j,s unmistakable - - .and it is not carr.led 

fbrward by our power alone. We can trust: i:n that· greater power 
. .,,. ' - ' 

Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all· that is to 

come, we can know that His purposes are just and true .. 

May God bless· the united States of America.. Thank 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

January 2 O, .. ;2 O 04 . 
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conveyed. 

in school; listen' t~ your mom. an? 'dad,· h.elp s6~eori7 ·in ireetj/ 
.. ·':·· .. 

and wh~r:i you ~nd you+' friends see a man c,r, woman in-: uniform,: 

· say> ''.thank· you.":. And while you. do .. your par,t; <all;. of •us- Bere. · .. ~-· 

... 'in this 9Xea't ch.a~er will do: our b$st to keep y.6u· and the.' 
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r~st of America safeand 't'ree.' ::·,_· ... 
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.· My'.'fel1qw. c,itizens ,· we. I").OW, move forwar¢l; · •. with confiq~n~~ .ca_ifd 
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·faith. 
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··is right, because it is ·the cause of all .tnankind·.: 
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. · S T AT.: E 0 F T H: E . UN i 0 N AD D R E S S 

THE UNITED St AT.ES: GAPl1'0L 

JAN U A RY 2o , 2·() 04 ' .· : ,.. · .... ;,, . 

•, ;. ·., ... 

· · · ·· · . Mr. Spe;ik~r; Vice PresidentChe-ney, Members. of Congress, distinguished 
g4e,~ts, and fellow cititens: . - . · · . . . . . . . 

. America this evening is a Nation ca1ledto great responsibilities. And we ate : -
rising t0 meet them; · · · . . . 

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amt· servic~111en and . 
.. ··women ate deployed across the world in the war on.terr . B ih hopeto 
: the oppressed, and delivering justice to ·the. violent, they are making Arile · 
' . ·.: ' . 
· more secure .. 

·.• 

: ··. 

,,: ... 

- ·. . Each day, law enforceme~t persoimel and intelligence officers are ·.. . ·w·· ·. . · ' . :·. ··:. . . ..... ·· 
terrorist thteats; analysts are. examin.ing afrline .. . . i 1sts;; the" rnei;i a.?d : · ..•. · .•. ' · .. · · ... ·.··•· .· . (\ .. 
)\'?men o~ o ·. new H.on_ie.la · . • · .. ·f. ·.epart111e~t are·patrollm$oUr co. : ; ·.. . · .... ·· . /1 f~\ .· .. ·· 
and bord s. eir v1g1lance 1s .protectmg Amenca. . .. . . · . . . · W".:. . 

: Amencarts are proving once again to be the h · est wor people in e .. ··· · · · ·· 
world; The American economy is growing stron . T ax relief you pa ed is 
working, . .: . _' . . . . . . ' . . . ':;: -

Tonight, Members of Congress ca11'take pride in . . . . . 
compassion and reforrn that skeptics' lia_d thought iiripossib e; . 'r¢ raising the · .. 
standards for our public schools; and you are giving out senio· citizens prescrip-. -
tiOn drug coverage under Medicare. · .- · · . · • . . . . · · ·• 
. . W:e haye faced seriotis challenges togethe~ ;_ apd now we face a. choic:~. We ·· -
ca11 go · forward with confidence arid resolve . ...:. or we can tum . back te the .. 
,dangerous jlh.ision thatter'rorists are not plotting arid outlaw regimes are n~--: ' 
threat to us. we cari press on with ec:o~oink growth, and reforms.in educatiol.1 
and Medicare - or we can turn back to ofd'polides arid old d_iVisions ... · · · 

. . . . We have riot come all this way- through tragedy; and trial, and war __: only .. -
to falter arid leave our work unfinished. Amerkans are rising td the tasl<s of ·· . 

. 'history, and they expect the same from us. In tJieir efforts, their enterprise, and· 
their character, the American peopfo are shbwing that the state of our.Union.is .• 

. · confident and strong.. . . ' . -. . . . .· . . 

Our greatest responsibility· iS ·the active defe'rise of Hie American pe9ple. 
·· Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 1 lth~ 2001 - over two 
ye~rs without an attac:k on Americansoil -and itis tempting to b~lieveth'1t the 
danger is behind us: That hope.is,understanda.ble,•.corrtforting-·andfalse. i'}ie 

,, killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh; Mombassa; Jerusalem, 

.. ,.·· 
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Inflation is low. Interest ratesarelow. Exports are growing. Productivity is high; 
And jobs are on the rise. 

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their money 
far better than government would have...,. andyou were right to return it. 

America's growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology 
transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive, 
and workers need new skills .. Much of our job growth will be found in high­
skilledfields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping 
more Americans gain the skills to find goodjobs in our new economy, 

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to 
be learned in the early grades of our school~.Yet for too long, for too many chil~ 
dren,those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left BehindAct, 
you have made the expectation of literacy the· law of our country. ·We're 
providing more funding for our schools - a 36 percent increase since 2001. We're 
requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every childon the funda~ 
mentak We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better 
options when schools are not performing. We are making progress toward excel- ' · 
lence for every child in America. . . . . · 

But the status quo always has defenders .. Some want to undermine the No . 
Child Left Behind Actbyweakening standards and accountability. Yet the results 
we require are really a matter of common sens~: We expect third graders to read 
and.do math at the third grade level :--and that's not asking too nnich. Testing is 
the onlywaytoidentify andhelpstudentswho are falling.behind. 

This Nation will not go back to the. days of simply shuffling children along 
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any 
child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door of opportunity to 
all of America's children. 

At the same time, we must ensure thatolder students and ad.ults can gain 
the skills they need to find wqrknow. Many of thefastest-growingoccupations' · · 
require strong math and ·science preparation, and training beyond the high· 
school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 2 lst 
Century. This program will provide extra help tomiddle- and high school 
students who fall behind ·in reading and math, expand Advanced ·Placement· 
programs in low-income schools, invitemath and science professionals from the · . . ·.· .. · 

i~;",~~;:~:~~~~e;~~P::tf ~~~~~:;eu:!~~~~~~~I~~~;:;,1:~s~~g~e~c~~~r: Ml 
propose incre~sing our support ~or Ame.rica's fine com~unity college~ o..dd. .· ·. 
so they can tra~n work~rs for the m·dustnes thatare ~reatmg .t~e ~ost new JO.bs. , .. .~· 
By all these act10ns, we 11 help more andmore Amencans toJomm the growmg ·· 
prqsperity of our couritry. . · 

Job training is imp6rtant, and so is job creation. We must continue to 
· pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economicagenda. 
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· ·control those costs and extend the benefits of.modern medicine throughout our 
country. .. . 
. Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort - and two months ago, you 
showed· the. way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescriptiop drug .· 
benefit, you kept a basic commitment to.our seniors: You are givingthem the 
modern medicine they deserve. 

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive . 
a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retailprice ofrnqst 
prescription drugs~ and millions oflow-income seniors can get an additional 
600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning nextyear, seniors will have new coverage. 
for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and seniors just 
entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. 
· In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under 

Medicare. For a monthly premium of about .35 dollars, most seniors who do not 
have that coverage today can·expect to see thefr drug bills cut roughlyinhalf. 
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as. it is, 
·or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best- just asyou,as Members 
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your J!eeds; And starting 
this year, millions of Americans will be .able to save money tax-free for their 
medical expenses, in a health savings account. 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of our . 
. ·seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will 

meet my veto. . . . 
On the critical issue of health care, our goal is fo ensure that Americans can 

choose and afford private' health care coverage that best fits their individual 
·needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapidly 
rising health care costs. Small busines~es should be able to bandtogether and 
negotiate forlower insurance rates, so theycan coverinore workers with health 
insurance-I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to givt;lower­
income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow mill~ons to buy their 
own basic health insurance. By computerizing healthrecords, we can avoid 
dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the 
doctor-patient relationship, and keep. good doctors doing good work, we must 
eli:minate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits.And tonight l propose that 
.individuals who buy catastrophic health car~ coverage, as part of our new health 
savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums fro:m their 
taxes. 

A government-run health care. system is the wrong presctiptio . By 
keeping costs under control, expapdirig access, and helping more Amenc ns 
afford coverage, we will preserve the ~ystem of .private medicine that makes 
.America's health care the best in the world ... · 
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Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, distinguished 
guests, and fellow citizens: 

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilitie@d we are 
rising to meet them. 

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Ame~an servicemen and 
women are deployed across the world in the war on terrol!}Y bringing hope to 
the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are making America 
more secure. 

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are tracking 
terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and 
women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts 
and borderQ.nd their vigilance is protecting America. 

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the 
world. The American economy is growing stronge(j}ie tax relief you passed is 
working. 

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of 
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossib(}ou're raising the 
standards for our public schools; and you are giving our senior citizens prescrip­
tion drug coverage under Medicare. 

We have faced serious challenges together - and now we face a choice. We 
can go forward with confidence and resolve - or we can turn back to the 
dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no 
threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education 
and Medicare - or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions. 

We have not come all this way- through tragedy, and trial, and war - only 
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of 
history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and 
their character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is 
confident and strong. 

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people. 
Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 - over two 
years without an attack on American soil- and it is tempting to believe that the 
danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting - and false. The 
killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, 

~ 



... Istanbul, and Baghdad. The terrorists cohtinue to plot against America and the 
civilized world. And by our will and courag·e, this.danger will be defeated. 

Inside the United States, where the war beg(ln, we must continue to gi\Te 
our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every toorthefneed to· 
'defend us. And one'of those essential tools.is th~ PATRIOT Act, which allows.·. 
Federal law enforcement to better· share information, to. track terrorists, to 
disrupt their cells, an\i to seize their assets. For'years,we have used similar provi- ·· 
sions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for··. 
htinting criminals, they are even more important.for hunting terrorists. Key 
provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The tertoristthreat; 
will not expire on that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation 
to protect our citizens - you need to' renew the PATRIOT Act. . 

America is on the offensive against the. terrorists who started this war. Last 
March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the J 1th, awoke 

. ,to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August the 
.11th broughtthe capture of the ten;oristHambali, who was akey player in the 
attack in Indonesiathat killed over 200 people. We're tracking al-Qaida around 
the ,world - and nearly two7thirds of their known lead~rs have now been 
captured or killed. Thousands of very skill~d and deter~ined ~ilitary 
personnel ar.e on the mahhunt, going after the remaining killers who hide iri 

. . cities and caves-'-- and, one by one,.we wil( bring tl,iese terrorists to justice. 
As part of the offensive against terror, we ate also confronting the regimes 

that harbor and supportterrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chem~: 
ical, or biological weapons. TheUnited States and our allies are determined: We 
refuse to live in the shadow.of this ultimate danger. .· . . .· 

· The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghanistan 
the primary training base of al-Qaida killers.As of this month, that country has 
anew constitution, guaranteeing free elections a~d full participation by women; 

B ... us. in:sses are ope~.illg, h. ealt.hca·: .. e centers ar~ b~ establ. ished. , and th. e boys 
and girls of Afghamstan are back m school.W1th~help from the new Afghan 
Army, our coalition is leading aggressive raids against the survivingmem.bers 0£ 
the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan.are building a 

. nation that is free, and proud, and fighting terror - and America is honored to 
be thei~·friend. ' ,..,. 

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the· United Stat~s, Great .· 
Britain, Australia, Poland, and otliet countries enforced the demands> of the 
United Nations, erided the rule ofSacldam Hussei~ - and the people offraq are 
free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant ofvioleht Saddam 
supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dispersed and 

· attack from the shadows. · ·· 
. These killers, joined by foreign t~rrbrists, ate a serious; co~tiiiuirig d(lnger: , 

Yet we're making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq was 
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found in a hole, andnow sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the.former 
·regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive,'leading .. 
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids a week. Wear~ 
dealing with these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's 
evil regime. . 

The work of building a newiraq is hard, arid it is right. And America has. 
always been willing to do what ittakesforwhatis right Last January, Iraq's orily 
faw was the whim of one brutal man. Todayour coalition isworking with.the 
Iraqi Governing Councilto draft a basic law, with ab ill of rights. We're working' · 
with Iraqis and the United Nationsto prepare foratr.ansiti.on to full Iraqisover­

eignty by the end of June. As democracytakes hold in Iraq, the enemies of 
freedom will do all in their power to spreaclviolence and fear. They are trying to, 
shake t.he will of our country and our friends- but the United States ofAmerka 

' will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, .. and the ' 
·Iraqi people will live in freedom. · 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming m()rer~sponsibility for their own 
security and their own future; And tonight we are honored to welcome one of 

· Iraq's ~ost respected leaders: ft~e c\Jrrent President of the Iraqi Governing 
Council, Adnan Pachachi.Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as 
you build a free and peaceful nation. ·. ···· . . . · ··.· .•. ·· 

Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing for the 
better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and 
dismantle all of his regime's weapons ofmass destruetion programs, includin.g 
a uranium enrichment projed for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly 

· judged that his country would be better off, and far more secure, without 
·.weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the 
United States and Great Britain suc'ceeded with Libya, while12 years. ofdiplO­
macy with I~aq did not. And onereasonis clear: For diplomacy to be effective, 
words must be credible - and rio one can' now doubt the word ofArnetica; 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with n1:1tions in the 
region, we are insisting that North Korea eli.rninate its nuclear program. America 
and, the international community are demanding that Iran meet its commit­
ments and not de~eiop nuclear we1:1pons: America is committed to keeping the 
world's most dangerous weaponsout of the hands of the most dangerous 
regimes, 

When I canie to this rostrum on September the 20th, 2001, I brought the· 
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder oflive~that ended,and a task that . 

. does not end. I gave to you and to all: Americans my complete commitment to 
securing our country and defeating our enemies.And this pledge, given by one, 
has been kept by many. You intheCongress haveprovidedtheresourees forour 
. defense, and cast the diffic.ult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have.been 
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unwavering. America's intelligence. peisonnel and diplomats hav~ beeri ·skilled · 

•,' and tireless. • ' ·!\, ' .· . ' ·. ' ', •, ' '' ' ' '·' ' 

. And the men and women ofahe American military - they have taken th.e · . 
hardest duty. We've .seen their skill andtheif' courage iri armored,~harges,.an.d·'.··. 
midnight raids, and lonely hours oii faithful watch. We have seen the joy when:'.' 
they return, arid felt the sorrow when one is lost. Tve had the h.onor ofm~·eti.ng : 

· bur servicemen and women at many posts, from. the deck of a carrier .in the .· 
Paciflc, to a mess hallin Baghdad. Many of our tro(')p$ are listening t9night. And; .· 
I want you and your families to know: America is proud of yoll:;<Andrnt . 

. ··. Administration, and thi.s Congress, will give yori ~he resources you needto nght' > 
and win the war on terror. . . ' . 

I know that some people.question i(America is realiy in.a war at all. They 
· . view terrorism more as a crime ~.a problem to be solved m(linly with law· 

enforcementand indictments.After the World trade Center was first attacked in· 
,1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sent to. · 
. prison .. But the matter ~as not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot-: 
. ting in other nations; and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and 
carnage of September the 11th, it ,is not enough tb s~rve our .eriemieswith legaL '··.· .· 

.·: papers. The terrqristsand their supp()rtersdedaredwaron the United States·-·. 
and war is.what they got.' . . . . . .· .. · . · - . · · .. · '.·. . ... 

· Some in this chamber, and in otirtourttry, did not support the libetaticm · · 
·.·. ····of Iraq. Objections to war often coine from principled motives:;i3ut fet'u.s be 

candici. about the •consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein iri power; We're . 
.. • seeking all the facts ~ already the Kay Report ,identified dozens of"weapoi:i's. of 

mass destruction-related program ·a~tivities and significant amounts' of equip~·. 
ment that Iraq concealed fromthe.United:Nadons. Had we failedto a·~t., the.· 
dictatdr's weaponsof n:rnss destruction programs .would continue tothis day. 
Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq woU:Id ·have be~n. 

. revealed as empty thre"ts, weak,~ning the United Nations and encouraging defi- . 
ance by dktators around the wbrld. Itaq's,torture chambers would.stillb~ fill¢d . 
with.victims - terrified and innocentThekillirtg fi~lds of Iraq~ Where hundreds 
of thousands of men; and women; and children vanished.intothe s~nds ~would 

·.still be kn.own only to the killers. Fot,allwho fove freedom and peace; the world 
without Saddam Hussein's regime is a.'bettet ~rid safer plac,:e~ . . '. . , .... 

. Some critics h.ave said our duties in Iraq. must be internationaliz~d. This 
particular criticismis hard to explainto o~rpartners iri Britain; Australia;Japarii . 
South ·Korea,· the Philippines, Thailand; Italy, Spain, Poland, Deinnark; · 
Hungary; Bulgaria, Ukraine,: Romania) the Netherlands, Norw<J,y, El Salvador, ·· 
andthe 17 other counthes that have committed.troops to' Iraq. As we <debate at · 
home, we must never ignor~ the vital .con.tribu'tioris of our !nt~rnafional part­
ners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From the beginning, .{\merica: has sought inter~· .·· 
national support for our operations i11 Afghanistan and Iraq, and wehaye.:gaineq 
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. much support. There is a difference, however, between leadi11g a coalition of 
many nations, and submitting to the objections ofa few. America will never seek 
a permission slip to defend the security of out coiintry . 

. We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater Middle 
. East, where freedom is rare. Yetitis mistaken, and condescending, toassume that 

whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty andself.:goverh­
merit. I believe that God has planted in every human heart the desire to live in 
freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, itwilLrise 
agam. 

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and despair, and 
anger; it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten. the safety 
of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of 
freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies ofreform, 
confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher standard from our frienps. To 
cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the VoiCe of America and other 
.broadcast services are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian -
and soon, a new television service will begin providing reliable news and infor­
matlon across the region. I will send you a proposal to double the budget of the 
Nati6nal Endowment for Democracy, andto focus its new work on the devel­
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in 
the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in 

· Afghanistan and Iraq, so those natiOns can light the way for others, and help .. 
transform a troubled part of the world. . 

America is a Nation with a mission - and that mission comes from our 
' ' ' . ' , : .. '·-

rriostbasic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of empire. Our 
aim is a democratic peace - .a peace founded upon the dignity and rights of· 
every man and woman. America acts in this cause with friends arid allies at our 

· side, yet we understand our special calling: This ·great Republic will lead the 
cause 6f freedom. 

In thelast three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental strengths 
of the American economy. We have come through recession, and terrorist attack, 
and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. And because you acted to 

· stimulate our economy with tax relief, this economy i~ strong, and growing 
stronger. . . .· ·· ~·· . · . . . .·.· ·· .· · ,. ' ·~ 

You have doubled the child tax credit from .500 to a .thousand dollars,'\) 
reduced the marriage penalty, begui{to phase out the death tax, reduced taxes on 

. capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, and you have 
lowered taxesfor every American who pays income taxes. . 

· Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this economy 
for~ard. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the 
fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost20 years. 

·Home ownershiprates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing. 
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·· .. ; .Irttlatiort is l~)w. Interest rates arelciw; Expo as are gr()Wing. Prociuctiyi,ty.ls high.'.··' 
· · And jobs are: on the rise·; . . · · . . . .. . . · · 

' ,, : Thes.e numbers confitm tha,t t4~ American people. are using thei{inoney, '1 

· far betterthan government would:h~~e - and you were right to r~turn' it. ·· ' 

.· . America's growing· economy is' also a changing economy. As technology · 
. , .itans.forins the way iltnost every j()b,is <,fone;America.1?,'eccimes' more pto~uctive'; 

an:d workers need new skills. Muth ofour:job growth will he found in high~ '. 
•·skilled fields like health care and biotechriolqgy. So W¢ must respond by helping • · · 
iriore Americans gain the. skills fofind ·good Jobs iri 6ur new'ecqnomyJ ·· · .. · . · 
. . All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which ate supposed to •· · 
he learned.in the early grades of bur schools: Yet f'ortoolong, for too many chil- ,, 
d:ren,, those skills were never mastered; By passing thi~No ChildLeft BehipdAct; ',, ., . ' ' 

. you have made the expectation of literacy the ·law. of out. country. We;re· . 
providing moref4,nding for our scho9ls ~a 36 perc~nt iricreasesince 20QL We're .. · 

· 'requiting·higher· ~tandards .. We are:'tegularly .testing .. every childon.·dje.fo,nda~.··· .. 
· mentals. We are reporting results .to parents, and making sure they have better. · 

· ..... opti911s when schools a.re not perfotrning, We ~rem~king prcigr:~ss. to~ard ~X:cel- . ''·· 
leri~e for.e~ery child in America. '.· · / ' •.. .· .. · ' · · · ·: .· · .: · 

Butthe Status quo always has·d~fenders: Some want to unde.rmirni the No ... · 
· .·Child Leff Behind Act by weakening standards aJ:ld ac12ountability.Yet the results ::•:. 

:we teqni~e.are ~eally a m~tter of colT1mon sense.: We expect third.gradets'to re~cf · 
·and do math at the.third grade level':'- and·t4~t's i;iotasking too much~ Te·sting is:' ··. 
the only way to identify and help s!udents ~h~ are fa,llirig behind;: . · · . · ·· ... 
' ' ' ThisNation will not go back to the daysnf simply shuffling c4ildreh al9ri;g .. ·. 

from grade to grade without themle~tnirtg tpe basics;·'~ refose togive·up on any 
child- arid the No· Child Left Behind Acti~9periitig the door C>f'opportunity to> 

·'all of America's children. · · · ·· · . · ·. 

At the same time, we must en;ure that .older stu:dents and adults can gain · .. 
··.·•·t~e skill~ they need tofiridwo.rk ridw~Many·6fthefastest~growing otcupatio~s ·· 

iequire strong math' and science .preparation, an di, training beyond the high 
·school leyel. SotoJ,i.ight l'propose ·a s.~r;ies of.measl.fr~s called Jobs f(!)rJP,e 2lst .; 
Centtiry.:·This pr0gram will pr6v1oe extra'help to ~iddle- and high schoor'· ·.· 

. students who fall behind in readirig·and math, expand Advanced .Pfac.ement 
.prograinsin low-in~ome schools:inyite rhathflnd scien.ce prnfes,siorfol~Jrom .the<· 
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pdvate sector to teach part-time in otir,high ~C:hools.T proposelargetPellGiants · · 

Jor stud en ts who prepare for college ~ith demanding courses in high sc ...... nJfiil.=. ·_· · '"".· .. · ...... ~ .·. ·· .... \:' · ... • •. · ••... ,:.. .. ·. L · ...... ~ ... ··.·····.·: .... ·••· ····.·•.··· .. •. /· ... ·.:.~.·.~· ... :·.·.·· .. . ·propose ipcreasirig our supportfor:A,meric~:s fine.c¢mmunjty~6llege·~·· .... ~·V' .· 
' . so they~an train' workers fo'rthe industries that are ~tea ting the most ne ,' . . ~ 

·. J:o~~;i~e:;~i~;~~:~~:.elp mpre ahdniore Americans to join f ~~rwing • · .·.~~···· ., .. · '.: .·•·• ·' · .. 
Job training is important, and. so js job creation. We must continue tb- ·- . ... · .. d .· · 

. pursuean aggressive1 ·pro~growth e.conomic agenda.· · . . · · .... ~ - · .. ·· · : ~ " 
. . . . . ' .. ; . . ' .... · .... ~.'.·~··~ ,: ·. '· -·. . ,: . . ·.: ... 
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.. Congress.l:iassome µnfitiished prtsiness on: the issue of taxes .. Th¢ t~x> ··.•. · .. · 
.•. :reductions· you passed: cire set to expite. · Uj;i~ess you 'act; the d.~fafr t;)(: on. · • . 
. marrfage will go back up. Urtl~ssy6qact/millions·of'fariiilieswill'be chatgecl.300< .. -. 
dollars more in Ee&raltaXes for every child. Unless you act, smallbu~in.esses\.vill.: · · 
pay higlier taxes. Unless you ad, the d~ath tax will .eventUally coirie back t~-life. .··. 

, pnless you act1 Americans' face .a taX:)n:crease, What.Congress. has giveri(th~·X· · ·. ·· 
'·" .... Congress should not take a~ay: for t~e sake of job gr0wt_h,.thetaxcu-ts~_you·' 
.... -p~ssed should be perma:lient: ·.; · '• .·· '., · ·• · .· ';: -' > · '· · ;· · ~ ;. ·' · · 

. , . > . • Our agenda for jobs and. growth musthelp small business. 'owner§.and:·c . : .. 
· '>'employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, andprot~d theinJroin :··. 
·· . ju11k and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers anq busii)esses need-reliable supplhis of i,, · 

.. , .· .~pergy to make our ecort.0fuy rµn ·• ~ ~o) '.:4rge you to ,P~SS: legiffe~(].tiop-, to : • 
m6dern.ize ourelectricity system, pr'oinote conservation; a.nd make America less :-

.. ,dependent on foreign sources of~llergy. MyAdrhi9istratiop is ptomotipgfree'· · ... , . 
. and fair trade, to open up new markets .for America's entreprenebrs, and rri~nu- • ... · 
facture~s, and'fatrriers ~to createjobs forl\in~riec1h worker~. YoungerWofkets. . .. 

. , ... ;· §hcmld have the opportunity ~o build .a .nestegg_l;ly saying part:of their Stjci*l' 
.. Security t~es·in a personal retifement account.:We shm:ild fuake the Social 
· · Security system a source of ownership fotthe'American people.· · · 

.. .· And: we shou,ld limit the bq:rclert of governmenton this economy qy af#Pg, .;- . 
:·as gbod st~~ards of taxpayers' dollars. In two weeks, I Wili sertcl you <i bfrdgef that:.: 
; 'funds. the war; proteds .• the homeland,, and; I11e¢t$• iniportant domestic 'n~.eds, \ 
. while limiting the growth in discr~tfori~ry spending fo less than four.pe~c~nt •· 

:. . This will require thafCongress fofos· on priorities; cut w;isteful spencHrig; and-be< · .. ·. 
. _ wise with the peopl~'s inoney;Hy doing:so, we can cut the.deficit in half ove;fthe : .. 

' ·~ext fiie years. . · .· ·. · · ' · • . . · · -. · . · -. · •. · · . . . ·. '" " . . 

.. ,· T:onight I also askyou to reform our irrimigr_ation:laws, SO. they reflect' ou.t : '. '•. 
yalu~s apd benefit bur economy. l propose a newt~rrtpqrary work~r program tO,. ~ . . "' 

' 'match willing foreign workers with willing employers,' when no A:tnericans.caii · . · . 
•.. ·be foundto fill the j()~,Thisrefor111 wilLbe"good. forour economy 0 bec;.aµse ..... : .; · 
··.employers will find needed. workers in art hon.est and orderly system. A teriip~-- · . 

· '· · . · ; ra:ry·worker program will help prbteti ou.r homeland'.:.: allowing botderp~·trof' 
; · .• an~ law e11forcement to focus on true.threat$ to bur.national secµ;rity:,ropp9se•. -

.• . -~mri~sty, 'because it would encourage furthei:Hi~gai idimigration; ~nd unfa~i-ly .... 
, •.·· ·:reward those-Who bteakourlaws. Mytdnporatyworker program~wil{preserve): 

the citizeriship path for those who respect the law, while bringing rnillio~s of .. 
h~r~wo~king rnert and women out frorrrthe.shadows ofArti:erikart IiJe.: . . . ·: 

. . . Our Nation's health care syst~un,)ike our e9onorrty, is also jn~ a. ti:qi~. of. 
. . .change. Amazing medical technologie;·are improving and sav\ng fryes: This 

dramatic progress has.brought its own challenge; ii) th¢ rising costs bfwedicar. ··~ 
. care and' health insurance. Mei;nbe~s of Congress, we ~.ust work tggethe,r to he'ip.'.. 
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controlthose costs and extend the benefits Of modern medicine throughout our 
country. 

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort- and two months ago,y()u 
showed the way: By sttengtheriing Medicare and adding a prescription drug 
benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: Y"ou are giving them the 
modern medicine they deserve. .· . · , . . . . 

Starting this year, underthe lawyou passed, seniors can choose to receive 
a drug discount card, saving them 10to 25 ·percent off the retail price of most 
prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can getanaddition<,il. 
600 dollarsto buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniorswill have new coverage 
for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and .seniors just 
entering Medicare can receive wellness ,exams. . ·· 

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium ofabout35 dollars, most seniors who do rrot 
have that Coverage today can expect to see theirdrug billscut roughly in half. 
Un.der this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medit;arejustas it is, 
or they can choose a Medicareplan that fits them best - just as you, as Members 
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan th.at meetsyour needs. Al1g starting 
this year, millions of Americans will be able .to saye money tax-: free for their 

· medicaLexpenses, in a health savings account' 
I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of our 

seQ.iors, 6r to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will 
meet my veto; 

Qg_the critical issue of health cate,out goal is 1-0 ensure thatAmericansca~ · 
... choose. and afford private health care coverage that. best fits their individual 

needs. To make insurance more affordable,Congress must act to addressrapidly . 
rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and·. 

' negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they tan cover more workers'with health 
insurance - I urge you to pass Associ~tion Healtbglans; I ask you to giy,e lower-

. income Americans a refundable tax creditthat would allow millions to buy their.· 
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid 
dangerous medical mistakes; reduce costs, andiniprove sare. To pro!.ect the 
doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must 

· eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight Ipropose .that · 
individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of ourn~w health 
savings aceounts,be allowed to deduct 100 percentofthe premiums from their. 

taxesA government.-run health care system js the wrong prescriptiof£/ 
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more' Amt:;~s 

· afford coverage, we will preserve the system. of private medicine that makes 
America's health care the best in the world. 



; ~-

We are living in a time of great change '-- in our world, in our economy, in; 
science and medicine. Yet some things endure :.o... courage and compassion, rever~ .. 
ence and integrity, respect for differences cif faith and race. The values we' try to 
live. by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions, 
such as families, and schools, and religious Congregations. The~e institutions-

. these unseen pillars of civilization '--must remain strong in America, and we will·· 
defohd them. ·· . . .· 

. We must stand with our families to .help them raise healthy; responsible 
children. When itcomes to helping children make right choices, there is work for 
all of us to do. . · 

One of the worst decisions oµr children c;m make is to gamble their lives 
and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parent~ confront this problem, .. 
with aggressive education, treatment, andlaw enforcement. Drug use in high .. 
school has declined by 11 perceilt over the last two years. Four hundred thou- · 

· sand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 200 L In my 
·budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, community-· 
based strategy t6 reduce deman.d for illegal drugs~ Drug testing in our schools 
has proven to be ah effective part of this effort.So tonight I've proposed an addi­
tional 231million dollars for schools that w:ant to us.e drug testingas a tool.to sa\re 

· children's lives. The aim here is not tO punish children, but to send them this 
mess~ge: We love you, and we do not w~nt to lc)se you. . 

To help children inake right chokes, they need good examples. Athletics .·· 
play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in profes­
sional sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance~ 
enhanCing drugs. like steroids in baseball, football; and other sports is 
dangerous, and it sends the wrong inessage-.that there are shortcuts to accom~ 
plishment, and that performance is rhore importantthan character. So tonight 

· ·I call on team owners, union representatives, coaches, and players to take the 
lead, to send the tight signal, to get tough,and to get rid of steroids now, 

. To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the dangers'.·· 
young people face - even when they're difficultt6 talk about.Eachyear, about 
three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm· 

· them, or kill them, or prevent the.m from ever. becoming parents. In my budget, 
I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform .families about these medical 
risks. We will double Federal fonding for abstinence programs, so schools can. 
teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young ;people is the dnly certain way fo 
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children now make can affect their 
.health and character for the rest of their lives. All of us - parents, sehools, and 
government .:... must work together to counter the negative influence of the 
culture, and to send the right messages to our childr~n. . . . 

A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. I believe vre · 
should respect individuals as ~take a. principled stand for one of the most 
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fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress has already. 
taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed ip 
1996by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as 
a unio.n of a man. and a woman, and declares that one state may not redefine 
marriage for other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redefining 
marriage by court order, without regard for the wH.l of the people and their 
elected representatives. On an issue of such great consequence, the people's voice 
must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon th.e people, 
the only alternative left to the people would be the constitutwnaiprocess. Our 
Nation must defend the sanctity of marriage.·. 

The outcome of this debate is-important - and so is the way we conduct it.. 
The same moral traditionthatdefines marriage also teaches that each individual 
has dignity and value in God's sight. 

It's also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the 
compassion of America's religious institutions. Religious charities of every creed 
are doing some of the most vital work in out country - menforing children, . 
feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has. often 

· . denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, justbecause they have 
a cross or a Star of David or a crescent op the wall. By Executive 6rcier, I have 
opened billions of dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith­
based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith can 
know that the law will never discriminate against them again. 

In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to children of pris­
oners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless. 
Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. Thi~ 
year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We 
know from long experiencethat if theycan't find work, or a home, or help, t~ey 
are. much more likely to commit crime and return to prison. So tonight, I 
propose afour~year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative tu expand 
job training and placement servkes, to provide transitional housing, and to help 
newly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. 
America is the land of second chance: and when the gates of the prison open, 
the path ahead should lead to a better life. 

For all Americans, the last three years have b~olight tests we did not ask for, 
and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of 
Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In challenge,we redis­
covered the courage and daring of a free people. In victory, we have shown the 
noble aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sense that 

· we live in a time set apart. 
I've been witness to the character of the people of America, who have 

shown calm in times of danger, compassion forone another, and toughness for 
the kmg haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some 

10 



of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl 
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bush." "If 
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age l 0 can do to help anyon~, , 
please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country." She added 

, this P.S.: "ff you can send a letter to the troops . '.. please put, 'Ashley Pearson, 
believes in you."' 

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. And · 
yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to yow mom or . 
·dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman 

·. in uniform, say "thank you.;' And, Ashley; while you do your pa~t, allof us here 
in this great chamber will do our best to keep yo ti and the rest of America safe 
and free, 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence andfaith: Our 
Nation is strong and steadfast.The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause 
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in ourworld is unmistakable - and 
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We tap trust in that greater power 
Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all that is to come, we. can know , 
that His purposes are just and true. 

May God continue to bless America. 
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Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, distinguished 
guests, and fellow citizens: 

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities.And we are 
rising to meet them. 

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen and 
women ate deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bri~ging hope to . ~ 

the oppressed; and delivering justice to the violent, they are making America 
more secure. " 

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are tracking · 
. terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and 
· women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts 
and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. 

\ . 
Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the 

world. The American economy is growing stronger. The tax reliefyou p . · ··' · 
working. · . · .· . · . ~. 

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great of 

. ~)JJ ·. 

~··. compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. ou're raising the· 
standards for our public schools; and you ai;e giving our senior citizens prescrip,. . 

. tion drug coverage under Medicare. 
We have faced serious challenges together - and now we face a choice. We 

can. go forwarg with confidence and resolve - or we can tum back to the 
dangerous illusion that terrorists are not. pldt:tihg and outlaw regimes are no 
threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education 
and Medicare - or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions. 

We have not come all this way- through tragedy, and trial, and war - only 
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of 
history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and 
their character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is 
confident and strong. 

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people. 
Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 - over two 
years without an attack on American soil - and it is tempting to believe that the 
danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting - and false. The 
killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, 
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. ·. Istanblll, and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the · . 
dvilized world. And by o\lrwilland courage, this danger will be defeated. ' 
·. · In.side the United Stat~s, where the warb~gan~ we must continue· to give 

·.·. our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to 
. defend tis. And one of those essential tools is th~ PATRIOT Act, whi~h allows 
Federal law. enforcement to better share information; to track terrorists, to·· 
disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For ye~rs,we have used similar provi~ 

· sions to catch embezzlers and drug traffkkers; If these. methods are good for 
hunting criminals, they are even more importantfor hugting.terrqi:ists. Key 

· provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set to-expire next year'. The terrorist threat 
will not expire on that schedule; Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation•· 
'to protect our citizens :,;_ you rieed to ren~w the ,PATlU OT Act. 

America is on the offensive against,theterroristswhostarted this.war.· Last 
• ·March~Khalid Shaikh Mohammed; a mastermind of September the 1 i th, awoke . 
. to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities~ Last August the 
1 i th brought the ccipture of the terrorist Hamb~li, who was a key player in the.··· 
attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We'retracking al-Qaida around · · 
the world - and nearly two-thirds of the!~ known leaders have now been 

· captured or killed. ,Thousands of very skilled and determined military , 
personnel are on the manhunt, going after the remaining killers ':"ho hide in ·· 
cities and caves - and, one by one, we will bring these terrorists to justice. · 

.& part of the. offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes 
that hai:'Qor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chem.., 
ical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies are determined: We 
refuse' to live in the shadow of this ~ltimate danger. . . . .· .· 

The first to see our determination were 'the Taliban, who made Afghanistan . 
the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As ofthis month, that country has . 
a newconstitution, guaranteeing free elections and full participatiorrby women. ' 
Businesses are opening, health care centers are being est~blished; and the boys 

·c;i,nd girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With the help from the new Afghan 
Army, our coalition is leading aggressive raids against the surviving members· of 
the Taliban•and al.,.Qaida; The men arid w'ornen·of Afghanistan are building a· 
nation that is free, and proud, and fighting terror- arid America is honored to· 
be their friend. ' . . 

. Since we-last met iri this chamber, combat forces of the· United States, Great 
· Britain, Australia, Poland, and other· c~untries enforced the demands of the 
. United Nations, ended .the rule of Saddam, Hussein - and the 'people of Iraq are.' 
··free. Having·broken the Baathistregime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam 
·supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dispersed arid .. 
~ttack from the shadows. · · · · · · 

. These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, ar~ a serious, continuing danger .. ,•·•· 
Yet we'.re making progress against them;The once all~powerful ruler oflraq was 
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·found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Ofthe top 55 officials of the former 
regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive, leading 
over 1 ,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids a week.. We are 
dealing with these thugs in Iraq,just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's 
evil regime. . 

The work of building a new Iraq is· hard,· and it is right. And America has 
always been willing to do what it takes for what is right Last January, Iraq's only 
law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the 

. Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. We're working 
with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare· for a transition to full Iraqi sover- · 
eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies . of 
freedom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. They are trying to · 
shake the will of our country and our friends - but the United States of America 
will never.be intimidated by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the 

· Iraqi people will live in freedom. · 
Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibilityfor their own 

security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of 
Iraq's most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing 
Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands withyou and the Iraqi people as . 

. you build a free and peaceful nation. 
Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing for the 

better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to . disdose and 
dismantle all of his regime's weapons of mass destruction prograrns, including 
a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons.·Colonel Qadhafi correctly· 
judged that his country would be better off, and far more secure, without 
weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the 
United States and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplo­
macy with Iraq did l1ot. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, 
words. must be credible - and rto one can now doubt the word of America. 

Different threats· require different strategies. Along with nations in the 
region, 'we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America. 
and the international community are demanding that Iran meet itscommit~· 
men ts and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the 
world's most dangero:us weapons out of the hands of the most dangerous 
regimes. 

When I came to this rostrum on September the 20th, 2001, I brought the 
· police shield of afallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that 
does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commitment to 
securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this pledge, givert by one, . 
has been kept by many. You in the Congress have provided the resources for our 
defense, and cast the difficult votes of war. and peace. Our closest allies have been 
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unwavering. America's intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled 
'and tireless. 

And the men and women of the American military - they have taken the . 
hardest duty. We've seen their skill and their courage in armored charges, and 
midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen the joy when 
they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've had the honor of meeting 
our servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck of a carrier in the 
Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are listening tonight. And· 
I want you and your families to know: America is proud of you. Arid my 
Administration, and this Congress, will give you the resources you need to fight 
and win the war on terror; 

I know that some people question if America is really in a war at all. They 
view terrorism more as a crime - a problem to be solved mainly with law 
enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in 
1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sent to 
prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot­
ting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and · 
carnage of September the 11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal 
papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States -
and war.is what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support theJiberation 
of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be 
candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We're 
seeking all the facts - already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of 
mass destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equip­
ment that Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act, the 
dictator's weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to this day . 
. Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been 
revealed as empty threats, weakening the United Nations and encouraging defi­
ance by dictators around tht; world. Iraq's torture chambers would still bdilled 
with victims - terrified and innocent.The killing fields oflraq -where hundreds 
of thousands of men, and women, and children vanished into the sands -would 
still be known only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world 

· without Saddam'Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. 
Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. This 

particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan, 
South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, 
Hungary, Bulgaria; Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, 
and the 17 other countries that nave committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at 

· home, we must never ignore the vital contributions of our international part­
ners, or dismiss their sacrifices. Frorn the beginning, America has sought inter­
national support for our operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained 
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much support. There is a difference, however, between leading a coalition of 
many nations, and submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek 
a permission slip to defend the security of our country. 

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater Middle · 
East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, to assume that 
whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty and self-govern­
ment. I believe that God has planted in every hu.man heart the desire to live in 
freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, it will rise 
agam. 

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and de'spair, and 
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety 
of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of 
freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform, 
confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher, standard from our friends. To 
cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other 

· broadcast services are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian -
and soon, a new television service will begin-providing reliable news and infor­
mation across the region. I willsend you a proposal to double the budget of the 
National Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the <level.,. 
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free lab pr unions ill 
the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help. 
transform a troubled part of the world. 

America is a Nation with a mission - and that mission comes from our 
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of e1llpire. Our 
aim is a democratic peace - a peace founded upon the dignity andrights of 
every man and woman. America acts in this\cause with friends and ·allies at our 
side, yet we understand our special calling: This great Republic will lead the 
cause of freedom. 

In the last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental strengths 
of the American economy. We have come through recession, and terrorist attack, 
and corporate scandals, and the uncertaintie.s of war. And because you acted to 
stimulate our economy with tax relief, this economy is strong, and growing 
stronger. 

You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, 
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced taxes on · 
capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, and you have 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. 

Americans took those dollars and putthem to work, driving this economy 
forward. The pace of economic· gro,wth in the third quarter of 2003. was the 
fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years. 
Home ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing. 
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Inflation is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growing. Productivity is high. 
And jobs are on the rise. . · 

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their money 
far better than government would have - and you were. right to return it. 

America's growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology 
transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive, 

· and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high­
skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping 
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy ... 

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to 
be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet fortoo long, for too many chil­
dren, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind Act, 
you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're 
providing more funding for our schools - a .36 percent increase since 2001. We're 
requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the funda­
mentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better 
options when schools are not performing. We are making progress tow~rd excel­
lence for every child in America. 

But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine the No 
Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results 
we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read 
and do math at the third grade level- and that's not asking too much. Testing is 
the only wayto identify and help students who are falling behind. 

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along 
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any 
child- and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door of opportunity to 
all of America's children. 

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain 
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations 
require strong math and science preparation, and training beyond. the high 
school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st 
Century: This program will provide extra help to middle- and high .school 
students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement 
programs in low-income schools, invite math and science professionals from the 
private sector to teach p~rt-time in our high schools.I propose larger Pell Grants 

fo. r s. tudents who prepare for college with demanding. courses in high schoo. Lo· . 
propose increasing our support for America's fine c9mmunity collegei1 do so . 
so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new job 
By all these actions, we'll help more and more Americans to join in the growirig 
prosperity of our country. · 

Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to 
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. 
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Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes. The tax . 
reducti~ns you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on 
marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged 300 
doilars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless yo ti act, small businesses will . 
pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life, 
Unless you act, Americans face a tax i:p.crease. What Congress has given, the 
Congress should not take away: For the sake of job growth, the tax cuts you 
passed should be permanent. 

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners and 
. employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from 
.junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of 
energy to make our economy run - so l urge you to pass legislation to 
modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less 
dependent on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free 
and fair trade, to open up new markets for America's entrepreneurs, and manu,. 
. . 

facturers, and farmers - to create jobs for American workers. Younger workers 
· should have the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social 
Security taxes in a personal retirement account We should make the Soci~l 
Security system a source of ownership for the American people. -

. And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by acting 
.. as good stewards of taxpayers' dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budget that 
funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs, 
while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than four percent. 
This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be 

. wise with the people's money. By doing sb, we can'cut the deficit in ha1foverthe 
next five years. · 

Tonight I also ask you to reform ourimmigration laws, so they reflect our 
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to 
match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can 
be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our economy ~ because 
employers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system.'Atempo­
rary worker program will help protect our homeland- allowing border patrol ' 
and law enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. !oppose 
amnesty, because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly 
reward those who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve 
the citizenship path for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of · 
hardworking men and women out from the shadows of Am~rican life. 

Our. Nation's health care system, like our economy, is also in. a time of · 
change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives~ This 
dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medic,al 
care and health insurance. Members of Congress;we must work together to help· 1 
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control those costs and extend the benefits of modern medicine throughout our 
country.· 

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort - and two months ago, you 
showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription drug 
benefit, you kept a bask commitment to our seniors: You are giving them the 
modern medicine they deserve. 

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive 
a drug discount card, saving them 10. to 25 percent off the retail price of most 
prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional 
600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have ·new coverage 
for preventive screenings against diabetes and. heart disease, and seniors just 
entering. Medicare ~an receive wellness exams. 

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do not 
have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half. 
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as it is, 
or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best - just as you, as Members 
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs. And starting 
this year, millions' of Americans will be able to save money tax-free for their 
medical expenses, in a health savings account. 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of our 
seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will 
meet my veto. 

On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Americans can 
choose and afford private health care coverage th~t best fits their individual 
. needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapidly 
rising health care c.osts~ Small businesses should be able to band together and 
negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health 
insurance- I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower­
income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their 
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid 
dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the 
doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must 
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits.' And tonight I propose that 
individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health 
savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their 
taxes. 

A government-run health care system is t.he wrong prescription. By 
' keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans 
afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medicine that makes 
Amenta's health care the best in the world. 
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We are living in a time of great change ~in our world, in our economy, in 
science and medicine. Yet some things endure- courage and compassion, rever-

. ence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race; The values we try to 
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions, 
such as families, and schools, and religious congregations; These institutions ~ 
thes~ unseen pillars of civilization - must remain strong in America, and we will 
defend them. 

We.must stand with our families fo help them raise healthy, responsible 
children. When it comes to helping child~en make right choices, there is work for 
all of us to do. 

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble their lives 
and futures ondrugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem, 
with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use .in high 
school has declined by 11 percent over the last two years. Four hundred thou­
sand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my 
budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, community­
based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools 
has proven to be an effective part of this effort.So tonight I've proposed an addi­
tional 23 million dollars for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save · 
children's lives. The aim here is not to punish ·children, but to send them this 
message: We love you, and we do not want to lose you. 

To help children make right choices, they need good examples, Athletics 
play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in profes­
sional sports are not setting much of ap example. The use of performance­
enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball,·· football, and other sports is 
dangerous, and.it sends the wrong message - that there are shortcut~ to accom- . 
plishment, and that performance is more important than character. So tonight 

. I· call on team owners, union representatives, coaches, and players to take the 
lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now, 

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the .dangers 
young people face - even when they're difficult to talk about. Each year, about 
three million. teenagers contract sexually tra:p.smitted diseases that can harm 
them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget, . 
I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about.these medical 
risks. We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so schools can 
teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to 
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions chilaren now make can affect their 
health and character for the rest of their lives. All. of us - parents, schools, and 
government - must work together to counter the negative. influence of·the 
culture, and to send the right messages to our children. · 

A strong America must .also value the institution of marriage. I believe we 
should respect individuals as we take a principled.stand for one of the most· 
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fundamental, enduring institutions of our .civilization. Congress has alre~dy; 
taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in 
1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as 
a union of a man and a woman, and declares that one state may not redefine 
marriage for other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redefining · 
marriage by court order, without regard for the will of the people and their 
elected representatives. On an issue of such great consequence, the people's voice 
must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, · 
the only alternative left to the people would be the constitutional process. Our 
Nation must defend the sanctity of marriage. 

The outcome of this debate is important - and so is the way we conduct it. 
The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each\ individual 
has dignity and value in God's sight. 

It's also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the 
·compassion of America's religious institutions. Religious charities of every creed 
are doing some of the most vital work in our country - mentoring. children, 
feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has often 
denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have 
a cros~r a Star of Davi<hQr a crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have 
opene\tbillions of dollaM-in grant money to competition that includ~s faith­
based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith can 
know that the law will never discrifl1.inate against them again. 

In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to· children of pris­
oners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless. 
Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This 
year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We 
know from long experience that if they can't find work, or a home, or help, they 
are much more likely to commit crime and return to prison. So tonight, I 
propose a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re:-EntryJnitiative to expand 
job training and placement services, to provide tra.nsitional housing, and to help 
newly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. 
America is the land of second chance - and when the gates of the prison open, 

··the p~th ahead should lead to a better life. 
For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not ask for, 

. I 

and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kipd of 

Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In challenge, we redis­
covered the courage and daring of a free people. In victory, we have shown the - . 

noble aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sense that 
we live in a time set apart. 

I've been witness to the character of the people of America, who have 
shown calni in times of danger, compassion for one another, and toughness for 
the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some 
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of the youngest understand that weare living in historic times. Last month a girl 
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, "Dear George W'. Bush:' "If· 
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, 
please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country." She adde.d 
this P.S.: "If you can send a letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearson 
believes in you."' 

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. And 
yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your mom or 
dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman 
in uniform, say "thank you." And, Ashley, while you do your part, all of us here 

. in this great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of America safe· 
and free. . . 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith. Our 
Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is/ight, because it is the cause 

· of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable - and 
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can trust in that greater power 
Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all that is to come, we can know 
that His purposes are just and true. 

May God continue to bless America. 

11 
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~;~ 
·, Mr\ Spe,aker, Vice President Gheney, Members of.Congress, · 

distinguished guests, and fellow citizens: . · · · 
. '• . ; . "' . ~ 

·~. 
. .. America this evening. is· a Nation called to great responsibilities. 

wi:{are 'rising to meet' them. · · · · • · .· · ·., · . ·· · ~ · · ·,,' 

A~ we gather tonight, hundreds 'ofthoqs~nds of:Americpri servicemen .•. 
. and vyomen are deployed across the war.Id in the war onterror, ·.By b~inging · . 
hope to the oppressed, arid delivering justice to the violent, they are: ·.· . ' 
makjr;g.Arherica more secure. · "·" ·. · · 

.. · · Each day, law enforcem'ent personnel and'i'ntemgence officers are . .. 
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airlin~ passenger.lists; the .. . . 
men and women o(o.ur new Homeland Security bep<:frtmenl are patrolling , ". . 

. · • our~oasts.<and· borders. And thei,r v.igilance :is. protecting Ar:neric;:a .. · , 

. , . .'. Americans. are proving once again to be the hatdesl working peopf:e . 
in the worid. The American economy is growjng stronger .. The tax relief . 
you pa·ssed is working. . . .. . ' .... 

' . Tonight, M~mbers of Cohgr~ss can t~ke pride in'the greatworks of · . · · · .· 
.. ·compassion and reform that skeptics had thoughtirnpossiple. You~ . (E~.!!~-~"~-~-~---~-- .. 

raising the standards lli.glJ,r_QlJ~lic;_~c;b()_C)l~; __ C!!'l~. YC>lJ_C!r~ gi\fing ou_r:~~fl_i()_,r______ ;,{Del~ted: of . . . ' . . . l 
pi,iz.en~tprescription drug coverage under M.edicare. ·. ·.·· · 

. · . we :have faced serious .challenges together - and now \N~ face· a 
choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve.-:: or we can turn 
·back to_ the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting· and outlaw .·· 
regilTI~~ are .no threat to us. We can press pn with economic growth, an(,i . 

I retorrii~ih education and MediC?re:-:- or we earl t\,Jm .b~¢kt6.oldpoli~ies · .... ···. 
aod old divis,ions. · · .· ·•·· ·' 

,. ·we havenot come ·au this way -through.tra~edy, an.d trial, and w~r- .•... 
. only to"falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising tq the .· .. 
, I tasks of hisfory; and they expect the same from ~~-~-·~·JnJ~_~Jt~ffort~1t~~ir ··· 

.· enterprise; and their character, the AITlerican people are showing that the 
state,ofour Union is confidentand strong. . . . . . . 

·. · ·· O~r greatest responsibility is the acti~e defense of th~· American · · ... 
I people. Twenty~eight months have passed since September the 11tt,i,, 2001 .. 

··. , .. :':. 

·.: .. :. 
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- ove'r two 'years without an attack on American soil -:- and it is tempting to 
., believe thatthe danger is behind us. That hope is Understandable, 
.. comforting -::--and false. The l<illing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, 
·casablanca: Riyadll,'Mombassa, Jerusale·m, istanbul, ·and Baghdad'. The 
terrorists continue to plot against America and thecivilized wotld.i.And.by 

:_:. our \JVi.llandcourage; tMis danger wi,li be defecited: · · · · 

. .. · · ·· 1n$ide th·eUnited States, v\rhere the·Warbegan, we r,nustcontinue to · · 
l g·ive.our homelan.d$ecurity and law enforcement personnel every tool th~y' 

need to .defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT.Act, 
.... ·. . which; <:1llow$ Federal law enforcement to better share information; to tr~ck 

terrorist$, to disrupt their cells, and to seize theirassets. Fqr years, w.e 
have used similar provisions.to catc;h embezzlers and drug traffickers, If 

· .these methods· are good tor Hunting criminals, they a·re even more · ·.·. . 

.. _, 

·. ' '):'. 

... ,.·.: 

··- .. ·. 
·. ' ... ·.,,.~ 

· important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions ofthe PATRIOTAct are set .· .... , .. 
. to, expire. neXtyear. The. terrorist.threat will not expire on that schedule. 
Qurlaw .enforcement nee'dsthis vital legislation to prated our citizens-'-- you. · 
rte'edto renew the PATRIOT Act. · · · ·•·· · .· · · · -_·: ·. ··· .. · · · ·.·. 

· .. ... :..i: 

...•.... Americ. a ison the offensive against ihe t~rrorists who startedthi~ ~ar. , · ;'. . , .. ··' 
t LastMarch, Khalid Shaikh Motiammed, a mastermind o.f September the • 

. ·~" . . 

, ... · 

:, .... .' : . ~ •' :. ' .. , . 

... 
... ::' ' ... 

.. .::.·,.:. 

. . . · · .. 11·1h, awokefo find himself in the custody of U.S. and.Pakistani authorities:. 

·". . .•. ··•··· ~r···~ak~yA~I~·~!~ ~~~~; :~~~~T~~~~6~=~i~~~~f~~1:~06~';~s~o~a:e~~li~;'~e::~·· ... · ·;.·.~~:0-~•,."-ete_d_: ... a-re~.·-. ·"~··"'-----".-. ~.-. -~. J 
· .. _· tracl<irig .. al-QaiQaaround the world -and nearly two~thir,ds oftheir khowq" '· · .. 
· leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands 6fveryskilled and · ·· . • . . . .... 
I d~terminedmilitar-Y·personnel are onJbe.111.?l'lh~fat, __ g()iri§ .. Ci.ft~f .tb~:,_,· __ •.... _· ___ ... ···• I~_.>-~•e-te~d~: ~--.·-.-~:-.-•. ·-·~ ... -. ,·......,·) . 

remaining killers who ·hide in cities and caves"'.'"" and, one by one,,wewiU , .... · · · .. · 
· 1 bring.these terrorists to justice. ·. · · · · 

. ··As part. of the offensive against terror: we are a·lso cohfronting· the · · 
·• re·gimes ttiat harbor and support tertorists(·and could supply.them•with 
, nuclear, chemical, or· biological w.eapons. The United $..tates.and our allies 
~.are determined: We{efuse to live in the shadow.of this ultimate: danger. .. •· ,. . ..,. ' "•,:. .. . .. ', . . . ·, .. , .. > • . .. . . .~ 1 '-~ . .. . . ' . . 

. ·'•fhe firstto seeour determination were the Taliban, who ~ade· . ··' 
' Afghanistan the primary training base ofal;.Qa,ida killers; AS· of this month; 

that country.has a.new constitution,-guaran.teeJng'tree elediot:is and.full· 
participation bywor:neri. Businesses are opening, health care c;enters are ·.. . 
being established, and the boys and girls of Afgh~ni~tan ·are back in schooi.> · 

·,:, ·.·:. - ... · 
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I' With the help from the new Afghan Army, our coalitionisJeading 
·aggressive raids against the surviving members Ofthe Taliban. and af- · 
Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan arebuilding a nation thatis 
free, and proud, and fighting terror~ and America is honored to be their 
friend.•· · · · · 

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces Of the United 
States,. Great Britain, Australia, Poland', and other countries enforced the 

·demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein - and 
the people oflraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a · 
remnant of violent Sad.dam supporters. Men who ran away from our troops · 
in battle are now dispersed and attack from the shadows. · · 

These killers, joined by foreign terrorists,· are a serious, continuing · 
dan~er. . Yet wej:g Ill§ king pr()g!ess C39C1in.stthem. The once ;:ill-pow~rfu I 
ruler of Iraq was found in a hole, and now sits in a prison .celL Of the top 55 · 
officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are 
on the :Offensive, leading over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an 

I average of 180 raids ..@_\Veek: vve are d~?lingwith thes~ t~ugs in Iraq, just 
as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's evil regime. 

. The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right, And America 
. has always been willing to do what it takes for what is right LastJanuary, 
Iraq's only law was the whim of one .brutal man, Today our coalition is 
working with theflraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill qf 
rights. ·Weig working with Iraqis and the United Nations to preparefor a · 
transition to f.ull Iraqi sovereignty by the end ofJune~ As democracy takes . 
holdjn Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread 
violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our 
friends - but the United States of America will never be intimidated. by··· 
thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi people will live in 
freedom .. 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more. responsibility for their own 
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one 
of lraq'.s most respected leaders: the current President ofthe Iraqi · 
Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the 
Iraqi people as:you build a free and peaceful nation. 

L 
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... ... 1;3eqause of American leadership and resolve, 'the world is changing 
· fohhe.better. Lastrnonth;the leader of Libya.vol·untarilypledgedto ·. 
dis<;;lose and dis111an·t1e all of his regime's weapons of mass destruction 
programs, including. a uranium enrichment project for. nu.clear weapons. 
Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his co~ntrywoul.d be better off, and 
far more secure, withou.t weapons of mass murder .. Nine months of intense 
negotiations involving the United.States and GreatBtitain succeeded }Vith .... · 

.. · ~jbya;while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did.not And one reason}$.::>· 
clear: _For diplomacy to be effective, worqs mustbe credible ~ and no on~ 
can now doubt the word of America. · · 

· .. ' 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the 
regipn, we are insisting that North Korea.eliminate its nuclear program~. .. 
A.m~dcaand the international cornmi.mity are dernaoqing thatlran rneetits 
comrnitrnents and not develop nuclear weapons. Ame.rica is committed to 
keeping the world's most dangerous weapons out of the hands ofthS:JTiost 
dange.rous regimes. · 

I . . . :When I came to this rostrum on Septemberthe 201h, 2001, I brougtit · . 
. the polite shield of a fallen officer, myJeminder of lives .that ended, anda .. 

tciskJhat does note.nd .. · .1 gave to you arid to all Americans rny complete-· 
· commitmentto securing our country and defeating our e_nemies. And'this ' 
pledge,.given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have 
provjded the resources for our defense, and c~st the difficultvotes of:war 
and peace. Our closest allies hav.e been unwavering. America's .· 
. intelligence personnel and diplomats have, been skilled ·and tireless. .. . 

·,. -~·· ... 
. •' \_ 

{ Del~ted: . h~ye . 
. \ .·. · ... A~d the .men and women of the, American military - they have taken ; 

1 ··the hard~st duty. We~-~~~_nJh~ir:,~-~~iH.C3.n_cj_their_~()lJrag~j!1:~.rrT1C?r:~cj ;_ .. 
charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have 

I seen the joy when they return, and feltthe sorrow when one is lo$t. I~ •. •. · ( oe1etil_i1: have · · 

.had the h<?riOr of rne~ting ourservicemen and WOrTlen at many posts, fro.rfi - . . . . . ' 
. '·the de~kbf a carrier in the Pacific, to,a mess hall.in Bagt:ldad.· Many.of our·.' 
. troo.ps ~re listening tonight. And I want you and .yourfamilies to know: . ·· , .. 
.. America is proud.of you. And my Administration, and this Congress, win ·•· 

give you the resources you need to fig,ht and win the war o,n terror. · 

f·know .that some people question 'if AmeriC(3 is really in a w.ar at aJl.i . 
··They View terrorisrnrnore ·as a crime .._ a prob!emtc;i .b~ ~olved mainly W.ith~(' .· 

law eilforcement and indictments. After the WorlCf Trade C~nterwas first . · 
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att9cked in f993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, 
and sent to prison; But the matter was not settled.· The terrorists were still 
training and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. 

I Afterthe chaos and carnage of September the 11 1h, it is not enough to 
serve our .enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters 
declared war on the United States - and war is what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the . 
liberation of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. 

· Butlet us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein 
· I in power. We:.@. seekingj311Jhe fj3c;t~ -- al~~i3dY t~~J<ay Report identified ·· · 

dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and 
•. .·· . . . ·. ·. . / . 

. significantamounts of equipmentthat Iraq concealed from the United 
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction 
programs .would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council 
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed a$ emptythreats, weakening 
the United Nations and encouraging defiance.by dictators around the world .. 
Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims - terrified and 
innocent. The killing fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands of men, 

I .and women! and children vanished into the sarids - would still be known 
only t() the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world without 
Saddam Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. 

Sonie critics have said our duties in Iraq mus'tbe internationalized. 
This particular crititism is hard to explain to our partnersinBritain, 
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, 

·Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands,· 
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have.committed · 
trocipsto Iraq. As we debate at home, we mustnever ignore the v.ital 
contributi9ns of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. Frorn 

I the beginning, America has sought international supportfor ourqperations. ·. 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There is a · 
differeqce, hdwever,between leading a .coalition of many nations, and · 
submittingto the objections ofafew. America wiH never seek a permission 
slipto defend the security of our .country. 

«.- ' 

· W.e also hear doubts thatdemocracyis a realistic goalforthe greater · 
Middle£ast, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, · · 
.to assume that whole cultures and great religions are·incompatible with 
·liberty and self-government. I believe that God has planted in every human 
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.··. ·· . ·.heart thefdesire to live in freedom. And eveh ·when that desire is crushed 
, by tyranny for dec;ades •. it will rise again.. , . . . 

.'.. ·~··· .• " . . .. ,. . : .. 
I·· . . As long asth'e Middle East rem;:lins a place otfyra.nny; and despair, 
. aiJd anger; it will continue to produce .men and movements.that threaten..· 

. . . ·· . the ~afety of America and our friends. So A~erica js _purs:uing a for\Nard 
.. . strategy offreedom in the greater Middle East. We.will challengeJhe 
'::enemies ·cit reform, confront the allies of terror,· and exp~cta higher . , : · .· . 
·. s~iiir:idardfrorr1 oudriends: To cut through;.~he barriers of tiatefµJ. ·· -~t 
,propaganda~ th~ Voic;e of America and other proadcast ser,yices are . · .· 

. . '"· 

· .'expandingU1eir programming in Arabic and Per~ian --·and soon, !:l ,r1ew '·· 
. . television serv!c;e will b~gin providirig reliable news.and inforrnation across 

.. th~ regioq. 1 .. wilisend you.a prbposalto doublethebudgetofthe National .... • .. · . 0 . 

.•.. . . 

1

.. Eridowmel'lt for Democracy, and to focus its new Work onJhe development;·. 
... .. otfree ~l~J?.tiom;, andJree mar~ets, free pr~ss, an,dJree·labor unions. in t6e t .. · _ 

Middle.i=ast. And abOve all, we will finish the historic work of demcforacy in 
.. · .. "AfghahiSf(l.!1 andlratj, so those nations c;an lighf the way' for others,and' ' .·. " .. 

. h~lp trarisforrn a troubled part of the world. · · · · · · · · 

. :·., 

'· .. ,~:. ~ .. ' · .. 
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... ·· , Arl'le.ri"ca isa Nation with a mission~ and that mission' comes from:?u·~ 
·. most basic beli.efs;· We have no.desire to dominate, oo·~:fmbitions of' " 
''empire. Our'aTm is a democratic peace_.:: a peace founded uponthe dignity 
: apd. rfghts ofe,very man and woman. America aets in this cause with. .· .· 

· .. ':tderiqsand alli~s at.6urside, yet we understand·ol:Jrspecial:callirig: This · · " · · ,, ... 
· . g'reat Rep~qlic\vill lead the, cause .. of freedom; · · · · , 

.-. . '. 

· .. You:,have:doubled the child tax credit from 5,QOto a thousand dollars, .... 
·· reduce.dthe marriage penalty, begun.to phase outthe death fox, reduced · · 

. tax~s 'on capiJ9I gains arid stock dividends, cut taxes ,OIJS[J1al! businesses, . •. 
an'<:Lyou have lqw~red· taxes for every American who pays inqorne taxes~.· 

; > . ·.• Anieri~ans. took those dollars and put tb~m to work, drivin'g this.• .. · .· 
. eco119my, forward. Tfie·pace ·qt.economic growtti ln'Jhe,third quarter of . 
·2003 ~as, the f~stest in nearly 2Q years: New home construction:·the 
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highe~t in almost 20 years; Home ownersh!p.rates: the highest ever.' . . 
Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest rates are low .. · 
Exports are growing: Productivity is high. And jobs·are on the rise. . ·· • · 

. . . ' . 

. These numbers confirm that the American people are using their 
money.far bette(:thaJ} government wo'uld have ~ and you. were right to 
return it. · · · · · · · · · · · 

. .;···· 

America's growing economy'is also a changing 'economy. As .· 
te9hnology transforms the way almost every job is done: America· becomes · · , . · . 
m9re productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will . 
be 'fOund in' high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we'-·' ·. ·•·· · · .. , 
must ~~spo11d by helping more Americans gain the skills toJind goocf jobs in· 
our new economy. . . . . . ' 

. All skills begin withthe basics of reading a~d math, Which are 
· .... 

' ~ •; i • ·~;. I 

:,.,., 

.. ~ . . 

. ·· .. 

st1.ppo$ed to be. leqrned in the early grades .of our.schools . .Yetfor too long, 
for too many children, those skills were n~ver mastered. 13Y passing the No' 

.. 'Child Left B~ehind Act, you have made the expectation of litera.cy the law of · 
· . I ourcountry. We~ providing more funding for our scnools - a 36 percent .··· : U~P=e1e='.te=d=:· a=re=·=====~=<l 

. · '· increase since' 2001 .. We~r~qlJifjng __ ~igh~t.~t~r1tj_13r~~~---YY~~;:ir.~~r~glJl!3fly __ · ___ · .. · (oeieted: are • · · · ]' 
testing,every child on the fundamentals. We are, reporting results to · · , 

..... pa_rents, and making. sure they have better opticins when schools are not . 
·I p¢rto~rning .. w0 are making progr~ss towarctex~~11ence tor every child _in ., 

America. . . . . ·· . . · 
.. ' .. . . . : ., : 

:.~··· . "···-

·· ... ·. ~-~ . 
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But the <status quo .always has defenders. Some want to underml~e ..... 
. thi3 Nq·'¢hild.Left Behind Act by weakening standards and. a'Ccountc;ibility'.· . C · .·.. ·. · ' .. :· . . . .. · .. 

·· YettheresUlts we require are really a matter o,f c;ommonsense: .. We expect ·' .·· · ... · ... · .·· ' · ... · .· .. ·. . .. · 
I third' graders ~oreadand 'do math at the third grade level.,.. and that~ not :_' ( oeiete~: i~---~--c~-~=:J' 
a~king too much. Jesting is the only way to Jdentify and help students who · · · 
are' falling behind. . . . ... · . ' . ' 

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling. children· 
' . along ·from grade to grade without them learning the.basics:1 I refuse to' ··· ·· 

.. . give up on any child .:... and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening thedoor-
of opportunity to all of America's children~·.· .. · · · .· · · · · ' 
. . . :· \ / 

. At the same time, we m~st ensure that older st~d~rits a~d adults can 
r · . gain the skills they need to find work no.w. Many ofth_efastest~grbwing; 
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occupations require strong math and science preparation, and training 
beyond the high school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures 
called Jobs for the 21st Century. This program will provide extra help to 
middl~-c and high school students who fall behind. inreading a_nd math, 
expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, jnyite math ·t~o_e1_et_ed_: a_nd __ ~--
and science professionals from the private sector to teach parHirne in. our 

. high schools. I propose large~ Pell Grants for students whop re pare for ii2. · .. · .·. · .. · 
co.Ueg_ e withde_m_ ~ndin~_c_ourses in __ high sc:ho_ o_L. I propose in.cr-~asing our.-•. -.• __ • .. _-.1 .. _.•-._ ._· .. 
support for America's fine community colleges,-s~ cat1 tre:rTl ... I do so 
so they cantrain workers for the industries that are creating the most new . · · ·_.· . '_. __ .·_·._ ·-·· _· ~~-
jobs. By all these actions, weJlh~lp fTl()r:e and mqre Americans toj()il"l in ·. · / l_o_e1e~te_d:_w_;11~-~-~J 
the. growing prosperity of our country. 

JobJraining is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to 
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda .. 

. . . 

Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes. The 
. tax r~ductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax 
on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, milliOns of families will be 
charged 300 dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, 
small businesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death taxwi'll · 
eventually come back to life. Unless 'you act, Americans face a tax 
increase .. What.Congr~l5S has given, the Corigress sholjlcj not take a_way: 
For the sake ofjob growth, the tax cuts you passed should be permanent 

Our agenda for jobs and growth musthelp small business owners 
and employees with relieffrom needless Federalregulation, and protect 
them frornjunk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need 
reliable supplies ofenergy to mcike our economyrun ~ so I urg~ you to 
pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, · 

· and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy; My 
Admin.istration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for 

I .. America·~ entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, pnd farmers--:- to create jobs 
for AmericaD, workers. Younger workers should have the opportunity to 

· build a nest egg by saving part_of their Social Security taxes-in.a-.personal 
retirement account. We should make the Social Security system a source 
ofownership for the American people. 

And we shouldJimit the burden of government on this economy by 
acting as good stewards of taxpayers' dollars .. In two weeks, I will send you· 
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"' a b~d~~l thaffunds the war, protects thehomeland>andmeets important 
domestic needs, vvhile limitlng the growth in discretionary spending to less · 

· ·· · · • thah foLir percent.· This will require that Congress focus' onpr'i6rities; cut 
w~steful :spenuing, and be wise with the people'~ ,i:r,16~ey. By doing so, we 

·. car{cutthe defidfin half ove,r the. next five years:··.> · .. · · · · · 
. ' .. . . ~· 

i • : , .· . Tonight I al~o e1sk you to reform our immig(ation l~ws, so they reflect .. 
. ·.··. <qurvalues 9nd benefit our economy. I propose a new temporarywork~r , 
· · .. ·. progr~m. to 'match willing foreign workers-with willing. employers,.when po 

Americans can be found to fill the job. This·r~form .w,m be good'for our'> 
·. ecqnomy ~ b.ecause emP,loyers Will.find needed workers in· aAhonest and . " ~· ,: ~· 

. ;-' orde_rly.system. A temporary worker program Will help protecfbur . . ',, •. · 
home_land ·-" allowing·border patrol· and law enforcement.to focus ori tru~-
threats to our·:national security. I oppose amnesty, because it would · · ·· - - · 
'encourage further .,illegal i'mmigration, and. unfairly reward·th6se who break 
6urraws:· My temporary worker program will preserve. the citl:zenship path . 
for those who respectthe law, while bringing millions ofhardwofl<ing·rnen ,,··. 

. . and women out from the shadows of Anierican life:··\ . ·.···· 
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. .. · our:Nation~s health care system\ li~e.our e~oHomy,is also in a time;· • · ... · .. 
,of chan·ge:'Amazing rnedical technologies are -impr9ving andsavingJives. . . ·. 
Tllis orafllatic p·rogress has brought its 01,Nn· challenge; Jn the rising costs pf 
i:hedicalcare·and health insurance. Member~ ofCongress,,we must'work. 

' ' together ta h'elp coritrolthose costs arid exten9 the benefits of modem ' ' 
_, me.cHcin~ thfoughoufour country; _ · · · · . . · · 

... ··' . ,. .·;. . -· ' . . 

... -Mee~ing these goals requires bipartisan effort ':"" ;:frid 'two months. ago, , • 
you showed the way,_ By strengthening Medicare and. adding.a prescription··•·.··,_ · ·" 

.. -. drug benefit, you. kept a basic commitment to ciurseriJor:s:· :you 'are giving. 
· .... them th~ modern rne.dicine they deserve.. .·· . .. · :• . 

' . ' ' ' ' . . ' 

. '\ ·' .. ::;" .. ..; : .. 

. . ···. • ...•.. Starting this. year, under the.law you passed, seniors can choose to -,. · - · 
receive- a drug discount card, saving themlO to '25 percent off the re,tSil-·":.: ~: 

... " · .. price of mosfprescription drugs-:- an·d:millions of low:-income seniors can " 
· getan.additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors · .. 

will have new -coverage for preventive. screenings against .diabetes and -· · ·· 
; heart'dlsease-, and_ seniors just entering Medicare can receiye wellness 
' exams'. ' ','' ···, ' ·' / '• ' . ' ··' . ' . ' . ' 

. ·"· 
, ·.· 

. , ' 

... ~ .. 

.... •' 

" 
. ._ ... .\ 

., 

;"" '' . ~ . 

.' ,:;. : 

!' '. :·' -.-:-.,. ... ·. 
' . . . . 

• r .... ' 

... -:.. 

:. .• · t" 

:-·:. 

. ,,. 
: ~ .· 

,'·• 

·. ~· :.. : '-;_- . . ·. . . ' . -· ' . ,.. ~ . 

:,,;.,.' · ... , 

... ,' .. ·· . . ~-

. ;. '~··· '· .:.. .' ~·· 
. . . . ' 

: ~~.. . ··-~; ·. :~ 

'·· .· ... 

';;:"'' .. 

,., .. , 

". 
-,.' .".'.'· 

•":\°' 

'. ,; ~ ; ·" , 

"··· 

. ': 

. '• 

·. ·.,, .. , 

....... , 

·:. ·:; 



····.·;· 
... · .··· 

· In january ()f 2006, seniors can.gefprescription·drGg coverage under 
Medicc:lre. For a monthly premium ofabbut35 dol,lars; most seniors who 
do not havethat coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut · _ · .. - __ 

· r9ygQIY in half. Under this reform, senior citi;zenswillbe able.to keep th~ir' ·.- · · 
- -Medicare just as it is, or they can chpose a Med.icare plan:th.atfits thern_ ,_ .... : · 
best~ jusras you, as Merilben~ of Congress; can Choose an insurance plah 
that meet$ your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americanswill'be ·. 
able to save money tax~free for their medical .expenses.Jn a health saviog$ ' __ 
.flCCOunt ' ' ' ' •, ' ' 

. . , --··· · -. I signed this measure proudly, and any aijempt to Jimitthe_chOices 0.f 
·- our senior:s; or to take away their prescription drug coverage under 
M~dicafe, will me.et _my veto. · __ . _ _ · 

·on the critical issue of hec:ilth care, our goal isAo ensvre that· __ 
Americanscan choose and afford private health care cov~rag.e thatbest 
fits their.individual needs. To make ins4rance more .affordable, Gongress ·· 
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses, . -
stiould Pe a.ble. to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, ·so 
they cari cover more ~orkers with healthini:;urarjce -J 'u.rge,youto pass' ' 
Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-income..Americans a .. 
refundable tax· credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic health·.-· 

. insur9nce. By corpputerizing health records, we ~an avoid dangerous · · 
medical. mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor"." 

·-• patient relationship, a_nd keep good doctors doing.good work, we must' •. 
_ 'eliminate wasteful and frivoiOus medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose --­
_· ' that. individuals who buy catastrophic health care 'coverage, as part 'of our 
· new health savings accounts, be allowedtodeduct 100 per~entofthe< · 
.Prerniums frorn t~eir taxes~ · · · · · · • .. ·_ < -
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· ... , · .·_A government.,run health care system is the wrong prescription •. ay , •· . ·- . -
_keeping costs urider co_nfrol, expanding access, and helping more . _._- __ 
Americans afford ·coverage; Yie will pre&erve the system ofprivate me.dicirie · -
that makes America's health ca.re.the best in the world, · - .. , 

. . ' . . ' . . : '. ;·. ~· 

.·\we are living in a ti.me of great change - in d~rworld, inour · · , . .. . · 

··'•· 

economy, jn __ ~~~~ll~~ e1_n_cj_l"Jl~_d_i_~i_t:i_~: __ Y~t~~_rT_l,~Jhi11g~'e.11cllJ!~-~------: ________________ ·_ - .: ,[ oereti!d:.arid ·. ·. 

courage c:,md compassion, reverence and integrity; respect for differences ·· 
. of faith' arid- race. The value$ we try to live by never chang~. And they are . 
·. instilled :in us by fundamental institutions,- such: as farrJilies, and schools,. • 
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and religious congregations. These institutions~ these unseen pillars of 
. civilization~ must remain strong in America, and we will detend them. 

. . I . . 
~ . . I 

We must stand with our families to help them raise heklthy, 
responsible .children. ~hen it comes to helJ>ing childrE!.n make right 
choices, there is work for all of us to do. · · · 

· O~e .ofthe worst decisions ourchildren can· make is to gamble their 
Uves and futures on drugs. Our governmentis helping parents confrontthis 
problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drljg 
use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the lci~t t'A'o years. Four · [~o_eie~te_d~= P---~-~) 
hundred_thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs tharrin the 
year 2001. In my budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our 
.aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs; 
Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective partof this effort .. · 
So tonight I've proposeQ an ad~itional 23 million dollars for school.s that 
want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. The aim here is 
notto punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, and 

!we do notwaht to lose you. . · . · · . ' · .· ··•···· 

· .. ·· .· ·.· To help. childrenmake right choices,theyneed good examples. 
Athletics play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately; . 
some in professional sports are not setting much of anexamp.le. The use 
of performance:..enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and 
other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong. message .,.... that there are 
shortcuts to accomplishment, ·and that performance is more important than 
character. So tonight I call on team owners, union representatives, .. 
coaches, and players to take th.e lead, tosend the rightsignal, to get tough, 
and fo get rid of steroids now. 

,. ' -

• · To encourage right choices, we must be willingtoconfront the · .. 
I dangers young people face - even when theyl:.§. difficulfto talk about 

Each year, about threE! million teenagers contract sexually tra.nsmitted 
diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever 
qecoming parents. In my budget, I propose;agrassroots campaignto help 
inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding 
for abs.tinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinenc:;e 
for young people is the only certain wayto avoid ~exually transmitted · 

I diseases. Decisions children. now make .can affec:;t their health and 
character forthe rest of their lives. All of us - pC1~ents, schools, and 

. .. 
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government - must work together to counter the negative influence of the 
c.ultu.re, and .to send the right messages.to our children. 

A strong America must a.Isa value th~ instituti9n of marriage. I · 
believe we should respect individuals as we take a prihcipled stand for one 
of the most fundamental,. enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress 
has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage 

. Act, signed in 1996 by President Clinton; That statute protects marriage 
I under Federal law a~ g, union of a man and a woman, and declares that . 

one state may not redefine marriage for other states. 'Activistjudges, .. · 
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for' 
the will of the people and their.elected representatives. On an issue of 
such great consequence, the people'svoice must be heard. If judges insist 
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the. 
people would be the. con.stitutional process. Our Nation must defend the 
sanctity of marriage. 

' ' ' 

The outcome bf this debate is important - and sd is the way we , ·. 
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches 
that·each. individual has dignity and value in God's. sight. 

' ' 

/' 
-~ 

It~ also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the [~~~4:1:~~;-;~ ----~- -==---7 1 
compassion of America's religious institutions. Religious charities of every . 
creed are doing some of the most vital work in.our country - mentoring 
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government 
has often denied social service grants and contracts. tQ these groups, just 
because they have a cross or £.Star of David or £.Crescentonthe wall~ ·By 
Executive Order, I have opened billions of dollars in grant money to 

· competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify 
this, into law, so people of faith can k.now that the law will never discriminate . 
against them again. · ·. 

l In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to,childreri of 
prisoners, and provide treatment forthe addicted, and help for the · 
homeless. Tonight I .ask you to consider another group of Americans in 

. need of help, This year, some 600,0QO inmates will be 'releasedfr9m : 
prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can't 

I find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit.cri.me. 
· andreturn to prison. So. tonight, I propose a four-year, 300 million.dollar 

Prisoner Re-:Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement services, 
' ' '.. \ 



to prbvide transitional housing, and to help newly released prisoners get 
·mentoring, including from faith-based groups. America is the land of 
I .second chanc.e - and vvhen the_ gates of ~he prisori op~n. Jhe pa_tb (3heacL 

should lead to a better life. · 

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not 
ask for, and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown · 

I what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In 
challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring of a free people. Jn 
victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And 
having conie this far, we sense that we live in a time set apart. 

1 've pe~n .witness J() the_ character of the people of Americ;C\, who have 
shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and 
toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partners in. a great 
enterprise. And even some ofthe youngest understand that we are living 
in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a · 
letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bush." 1'lf there is anything you know, I 
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a letter and 
tell me what I can do to save our country." She added thisP.S.: "If you 
can send a letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearson believes in· • ··• .····· 
you."'· · · 

Tonight; Ashley, your message to our troops ha's just been conveyed; 
And.yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen tq. · 
your mom Qr dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends· 
see a man or woman in uniform, say "thank you." And, Ashley, .while you 
do your part, all of us here in this great chamber will do our best to keep 
you and the rest of America safe and free. .· · 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith .. 
Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The causewe serve is right, because it 
is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom iri our world is · 
unmistakable - and it is not carried forward by 9ur power alone. We can 

' trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. Anc;l in all 
that is to come, we can know that His purposes are just and yue. 

. May God continue to bless America .• 
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Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congres , ... ~ 
distinguished guests, and fellow citizens: · 

' ~..----------

America this evening is aNation called to great responsibilities. And 
we are rising to meet them. 

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen 
and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing 
hope to the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are 
making America more secure. 

Each day, law enforcementpersonnel and intelligence officers are 
tracking terrdrist threats; analysts .are examining airline passenger lists; the 
men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling 
our coasts and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. 

' . . 

·Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people 
in the world.· The American economy is growing stronger. The tax relief 
you passed is working~ -

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of 
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You're-ara 
raising the standards foref our public schools; and you are giving our senior 

·citizens prescription drug coverage under Medicare . 

. We have faced serious challenges together - and now we face a 
-choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve - or we can turn 
back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw 
regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and 

. ( 

reforms in education and Medicare....,. or we can turn back to t-Ae-old policies 
and old divisions. 

We have not come all this way - through tragedy, and trial, and war....,. 
only to falter and ·leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the 
ta.sksof history, and they expect the same fromef us. In their efforts, their 
enterprise, and their character, the American people are showing that the 
state of our Uniori is confident and strong: 

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense ofthe American 
people. Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11 1h, 2001 



- over two years without an attack on American soil - and it is teryipting to 
· believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, 
. ·comforting -and false. The killinghas continued in Bali, Jakarta, 

Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The 
terrorists continueto plot against America and the civilized world. And by 
our will and courage, this danger will be defeated. 

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to 
give our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they 
need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, 
which allows Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track · 
terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seizetheir assets. For years, we 
have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If 
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more 
· ortan untin terr rists. Ke of the PATRIOT Act are set 

I to expire next year. e terrorist threat will not 
expire on that schedu . orcement needs this vital legislationto . 
protect our citizens - you need to renew the PATRIOT Act ·' ·-

America is on the offensive againstthe terrorists who started this war. 
Last March,.Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the 
11th, awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. 
Last August the 11th. brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was. 
a key player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We're 
ara tracking al-Qaida around the world - and nearly two-thirds of their 
known leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very . 

I skilled and determined military personnel are on athe manhunt, going after 
the remaining killers who hide in cities and caves- and, one by one, we will 
bring these terrorists to justice. 

As part of the offensive against terror, we are als9 confronting the 
regimes that harborand support terrorists, and could supply them with 
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The .United States and our allies 
are determined: We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. 

\ . . . . .· . . .. • .· . 

· Th.e first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made· 
Afghanistan the primary training base of al""Qaida killers .. As ofthis month, 

· that country has a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full . 
partic;ipation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers. are 
·being established, and the boys and girls of Afghanistan are back in school. 



! 

With the help from the new Afghan Army, our coalition is leading. 
aggressive raids against the surviving members of the Taliban and _al­
Qaida. The men and women .of Afghanistan are building a nation:that is · 

.. free, and proud, and fighting terror-and America is honored to be their 
friend. · · · 
... 

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces ofthe United 
States;. Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the . 

-demands. of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein..,. and: 
•.'the people of Iraq are free; Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a 
remnant of vi.olent Saddam supporters~ Men who ran away from our troops 

. in battle are riow dispersed and attack from the shadows; · · · · 
.. • • ; ' •• ' ' • > 

: ' ' . . . . ·. ' . . . ·. . . . . . . 

·These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are aserious, continuing 
· 1 danger. Yet we're-aFe making progress against them. The once all- . 
. · powerful ruler of Iraq was found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of 
. ·· the top 55 officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45:. bur .. ·· · 

. forcesare on the offensive, leading over t,600 patrols a day, ~nd . ·. 
-I· conducting anaverage Of 180 raids_every ~week .. We are dealing with 

these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's evil. 
· regin:ie. ·· 

.· . . . . .. '· . . . ·. ·, ·.· 

The Work .ofbuildin~ a new Iraqis-hard, .arid it is right. And: America 
has always· been willing to do what ittakes for wh.at is right. · Last January,. 
Iraq's only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition Is. ·. . 
working with the Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill .of . . 

I rights.: We're-are working with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for ··· · 
a transition to full Iraqi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy .·, 
takes hold in Iraq, the enemies offreedorn will do all in their power t9 .. 

··. spread violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country 
and our friends ..... but the United States of America will never be intimidat~d 

· byttiugsand assassins .. The killers wilUail,·and the lnaqi people will live in 
· freedom. .· · ·· 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming ·more responsibility for their own 
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one · 
.of f raq's most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi . 
Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the · 

··Iraqi people as you build a free and peaceful nation. 
,· ' 



-_)' 

_ Because ~f American leadership and resolve, the world is changing 
for the better: Last month, the lead.er of Libya voluntarily pledged to 
disclose and dismantle all of his regirne's weapons of mass destruction -

- programs, inclu9ing a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. 
Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his ~ountry would be better off,·· and - · 
far more secure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense . 
negotiations involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded With 

. Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reasqn is _ 
clear: . For diplomacyto be. effective, words must be credible ..;.. 1and no one 
cao.now doubt the-word of America. 

. -

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in-the ·_­
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program.·· -
America and the international community are demanding that lran meet its 

. c6rnmitments and not develop nuclear weapons. j\merica is committed to 
keeping the ·world's most dangerous weapons out of the hands Of the : 

I \•~orld's most dangerous regimes. · · · 

1 · ·--· __ When I came to thistostrum.on Septemberthe 20th, 200f; I brought -. 
- Jhe police· shield ofa fallen officer, rny reminder of lives thate-nded, ~ri_d a_ 

taskthat does not end. I gave to youand to all Americans_my complete _ 
__ commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies~ And this. 

pledge, given· by one, has been kept by mariy. You in the Congress have 
provided the resources for our defens~, and cast the difficult votes ofwar ·. 
and peace. Our closest allies tiave been unwavering. _America's . · · · 

__ intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless: -· 

· ..• - And the men and women of the American mi-litarY - they have taken ·-· --
1 the hardest duty. We've-have seen their skill and their courage in armored 

__ charges_, and midnight raids; and_ lonely hours on faithfu·1 watch. ·vve have 
-seen the joy when they return, and felt'the sorrow when one is lost. I've -• 
-aave had the honor of meeting our servicemen and wom~n at many posts; . 
from -the deck ofa carrier in the Pacific,Jo a .mess hal_I in ·Baghdad. Many 
of our troops are listening tonight. And I want you and your families to ·. 

- know: America is proud of you. And my Administration, andJhis Congress,: 
will give you the resources you need to fight and win the war on terror. · 

. . . . . . . . 

- __ -_ ~ know that some people question if America is really in .cil war at all. 
They view terrorism more as a crime- a problem to be solved _mainly with 
law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center VIias first . . . . . . - . } . . . . . . . . 

~ ,.· I 



I attacked in 1.993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, 
and sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still · 
training and plotting in· other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. 
After the chaos and carnage of September the 11th, it Is not enough to · 
serve our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters 
declared war on the United States - and waris what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the 
liberation of Iraq. Objections to war often com.e from principled motives. 
But let. us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein 
in power. We're-are seeking all the facts - already the Kay Report 
identified dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities 
and significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United 
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction . 
programs would continue to this day. Had we fai.led to act, Security Council 
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats; weakening 
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world. 
Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims .... terrifie_d and 
innocent. The killing fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands of men, ·1 

. I and women, and children vanished into the sands - would still be known 
only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the worldwithout 
Saddam Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. 

Some critics have said.our duties in Iraq mustbe internatiqnalized. · 
This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain; 
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, 

. Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, 
Norway, El Salv.ador, and the 17 other countries that have committed 
troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital 
·contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From 

I the beginning, America has sought interna,tional support for our operations 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much·support. There is a 
difference, however; between leading a coalition of many nations, and 
submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permission 
slip to defend the secyrity of our peoplecountry. 

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal forthe greater 
Middle East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, 
to assume that whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with 
liberty and self-government. I believe that God has planted irl every human 



heart the desire to live in freedom. And even when that desire is crushed 
by tyranny for decades, it will rise again. 

' As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and despair, . 
and anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten 
the safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward 
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the 

enemies of reform, confr~,t~thAe~a;l;lie;s~o~ft;e~rr~o;r~, a;n;d~ex;p;e;c;t;a~h~i~g~he:r~~~~~~~ 
standard from our frien ~ To c 
propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are 
expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian - and soon, a new 
television service will begin providing reliable news and information across 
the region. I will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National . 
Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development 

. I of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the 
Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and 
help transform a troubled part of the world. 

America is a Nation with a mission - and that mission comes from our 
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of . 
empire. Our aim is a democratic peace - a peace founded upon the dignity 
and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with · 
friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special calling: This 
great Republic will lead the cause of freedom. 

In these last three years, adversity has also revealed ·the fundamental . 
strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession, 
and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. 
And because you acted to stimulate our economy with tax relief, this 
economy is strong, and growing stronger: 

You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, 
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced 
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, 
and you have lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. 

Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this 
economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 
2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the 



r 

' . 

highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever. 
Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest rates are low. 
Exports are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs are on the rise. 

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their 
money far betterthan government would have - and you were right to 
return it · 

America's growing economy is also a changing economy. As 
technology transforms the way almostevery job is done, America becomes 
more productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will 
be found in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. ·So we 
must respond by helping more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in 
our new economy. ;, 

Alf skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are 
supposed to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for t.oo long, 
for too many children, those skills were never mastered: By pcissing the No 
Child Left Behind Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of 
our country. We're-are providing more funding for our schools - a 36 
percent increase since 2001. We're-are requiring higher standards. We 
are regularly testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting 
results to parents, and making sure they have better options when schools 
are notperforming. We are making progress toward excellence for every 
child in America. 

. But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine 
, the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. 

Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect 
I third graders to read and do math at the third grade level - and that's-fs not , 

asking too much. Testing is the only way to identify and help students who 
are falling behind. 

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling c.hildren 
along from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to 
give up on any child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door 
of opportunity to all of America's children. 

Atthe same time, we must ensure thatolder students and adults can 
gain the ~kills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing 



occupations require strong math and science preparation, and training 
beyond the high school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures 
called Jobs for the 21st Century. This program Will provide extra helpto 
middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, 

I expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, aM-invite 
math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-hme in 
our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for 
college with demanding courses in high school., I propose increasing our 
support for America's fine community colleges, so they can train , ... I do so 
so they can train·workers forthe industries that are creating the most new 
jobs. By all these actions, we]-will he·lp more and more Americans to join 
in the growing prosperity of our country. 

Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to 
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. 

Congress has some unfinished business on the issu. The 
. J . I Jwx seductions ~u issed are _set to expire .. Unless you a. . ~ w cs 
CT~act : .. ug!ess i ac the unfair tax on marriage Will go ba~1WF 
. ·... . · you act, millions of¥milies will be charged 300 dollars more in Federal 

taxes for every child. Unless you act, smaU businesses will pay higher 
taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life. 
Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. W~at tRe-Congress has 

.given, the Congress should not take away: ForJhe sake of job growth, the 
tax cuts you passed shoul~ be permanent. 

\ 
\ 

. Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners 
and employees with relieffrom needless Federal regulation, and protect 
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need 
reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run - so I urge you to · 

· pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, 
and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy .. My · · 
Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for . 
America's entrepreneurs,. and manufacturers, and farmers -to .. and to 
create jobs for American~ workers. Younger workers should have the 
opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes 
in. a personal retirement account. We should make the Social Security 
system a source of ownership for the American people. 

. ' 



And we should limi . n · · he burden of government 
on this economy by acting as good stewards o axpayers' dollars. In two 

. weeks, I will send you a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, 
and· meets important domestic needs, while limiting the growth in 
discretionary spending to less than four percent. This will require that . 
Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be wise withthe 
people's money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in half over the next 
five years. 

Tonight I also ask you to reform our immigration laws, so they reflect 
our values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker 
program to match willing foreign workers with _willing employers, when no 
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our 
economy - because employers will find needed workers in an honest and 
orderly system. A temporary worker program will help protect our 
homeland - allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true 
threats to our national secur.ity. I oppose amnesty, because it would 
encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward thos~_ who break 
our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path 
for those who respect the law, while bringing millions ofhardworking men 

. · and women out from the shadows of American life. 

Our Nation;s health care system, like our economy, is also in a time 
of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. 
This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of 
medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we mustwork 
together to help control those costs and extend the benefits of modern 
medicine throughout our country. 

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort - and two months ago, 
you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription 
drug benefit, you kepta basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving 
them· the modern medicine they deserve. ' · · · 

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choo~e to 
receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail 
price of most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can · 
get an additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors 
will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and 



heart disease, and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness 
exams. 

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who 
do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut 

.· roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their 
Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them 
best - just as you, as Members of Congres-s, can ch.oose an insurance plan 
that rneets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be 
able to save money tax-free for their medical expenses., in a health savings 
account. , 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of 
our seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare, will meet my veto. 

On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensureJtiat 
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best 
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress 
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses 
should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, so 
they can cover more workers with health insurance - I urge you to pass 

·Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-income Americans a 
refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy theirown basic health 
insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous 
medical mistak~s. reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor-. 
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must 
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose 
that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our 
new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the 
premiums from their taxes. 

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By 
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more 
Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medicine 
that makes America's health care the best in the world. 

We are living in a time of great change - in our world, in our 
economy,.aAG-in science and medicine. Yet some things endure -



courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respectfor differences 
of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change. And they are 
instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools,. 
and religious congregations. These institutions - these unseen pillars of · 
civilization- must remain strong in America, and we will defend them. 

To help children 'make right choices, they need good examples. 
Athletics play such an importa'nt role in our society, but, unfortunately, 
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use 
of performance-enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and 
other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message - that there are 

. shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more important than 
character. So tonight I call on team owners, union representatives, 
coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, 
and to get rid of steroids now. 

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the 
dangers young people face - even when they're-afe difficult to talk about. 
Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted · 
diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever 
becoming parents. In my budget, I propose a grassroots campaign to help 
inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding 
forabstinence programs, so schools canteach this fact of life: Abstinence 



" 

for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexually transmitted 
diseases. Decisions children now make oow-can affecttheir health and 
character for the rest of their lives. All of us - parents, schools, and 
government - must work together to counter the negative influence ofthe 
culture, and to send the right messages to our children. 

A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 
believe we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one 

·of the rnost fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization.· Congress · 
has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage 

. Act; signed in.1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage 
I under Federal law as§.tfl.e union of a man and a woman, anddeclares that 

one state may not redefine marriage for other states. Activist judges, 
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for 
the wiH of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of 
such great consequence, the people's voice must be heard. If judges insist 
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the 
people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the 
sanctity of marriage. 

The outcome of this debate is important -- and so is the way we 
conduct it. . The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches 
that each individual has dignity and value in God's sight. 

.1 It's-is also important to strengthen our communities by· unleashing the 
comp(;ission of America's religious institutions. Religious charities of every 
creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country -mentoring 
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government 
has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just 
because they have a cross or ~Star of David or ~crescent on the wall.· .BY 

. Executive Order, I have opened billions of dollars in grant money to 
competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify. 
this into law, so people of faith can know that the law will never discrimirlate 
against them again. 

In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to tfi&children · 
of prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help forthe 
home~ess. Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in 
need of help. This year, some. 600,000 inmates will be releasedfrom 
prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can't 



find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more 
crimes and return to prison. So tonight, I propose a four-year, 300 million 
dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement · 
services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released · 
prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. America is the 

j. land· of tfie-second chance - and when the gates of the prison open, the 
path ahead should lead to a better life. 

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not 
ask for, and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown 

I what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In 
challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring of a free people. In 

. victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And. 
having come this far, we sense that we live in a time set apart. 

I've· have been a-witness to the character of the people of AmericaH 
people, who have shown calm intimes of danger, compassion for one 
another, and toughness for the long haul. All of us have been. partners in a 
great enterprise. And even some of the youngest understand that we are 

. living in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me 
a letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bush." "If there is anything you know, I 
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a letter and 
tell me what I can do to save our country." She added this P.S.: "If you 
can send a letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearson believes in 
you."' 

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. 
And yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to 
your mom aflti.or dad, help someone in need, and when you and your 
friends see a man or woman in uniform, say "thank you." . And, Ashley, 

· while you do your part, all of us here in this great chamber will do our best 
to keep you and the rest of America safe and free. 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith. 
Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it 
is the .cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is · 
unmistakable - and it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can 
trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all 
that is to come, we can know that His purposes are just and true. 



May God continue to bless the UnitedStates of America. Thank you. 

'\ 
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