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PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
THE UNIfED StaTEs CAaPITOL.

JANUARY 20, 2004

Mr. Speaker, Vlce President Cheney, Members of Congress, d1st1ngulshed
“guests, and fellow citizens:

America this evening is a Nation called to great respon51b1ht1es And weare

rising to meet them. S :

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amerlcan servicemenand
_ women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing hope to
.. the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are maklng America

more secure. :

Each day, law enforcement personnel and 1ntelhgence officers are tracklng

terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and

women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts i

and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the W
world. The American economy is growing stronger The tax relief you passed is
- working. : :

compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You're ra1s1ng the B
standards for our public schools; and you are giving our senior citizens prescr1p~ -
tion drug coverage under Medicare. : AT
~ We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a ch01ce ‘We
can go forward with confidence and resolve — or ‘we can turn back to- the-

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pr1de in the great works of S

o dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no S
. threat to us. We can-press on with economic growth, and reforms in education - -

~ and Medicare — or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions.

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war —only " -

to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of .

history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprlse, and

their character, the American people are showing that the state of our UIllOIl is
confident and strong. :
Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the Amerlcan people -

~ Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 — over two =~

“years without an attack on American soil - and it is tempting to believe that the _
- .danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting — and false. The
killing has continued in Bali, ]ak_arta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, .



~Istanbul, and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the
- civilized world. And by our will and courage, this danger will be defeated. :

' Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give

- our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to

defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows

Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track terrorists, to

disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provi- - -~

sions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for
hunting criminals, they are even more important for hunting terrorists. Key
provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The terrorist threat
will not expire on that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation
to protect our citizens — you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. '
America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. Last
March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the 11th, awoke
to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August the
‘11th brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in the -
attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We’re tracking al- Qaida around
- the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known leadérs have now been
- captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and determined military .
personnel are on the manhunt, going after the remaining killers who hide in
cities and caves — and, one by one, we will bring these terrorists to justice.
Aspart of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes
that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chem-
ical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies are determmed We
refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. '
‘The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghamstan ‘
the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month, that country has
" anew constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full part1c1pat10n by women,
Businesses are opening, health care centers are being established, and the boys ‘

and girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With the help from the new Afghan - o

Army, our coalition is leading aggressive raids against the surviving members of

the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a-

nation that is free, and proud, and fighting terror — and America is honored to
~ be their friend.

~ Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States, Great
- Britain, Australia, Poland and other countries enforced the demands of the‘, ,

United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and the people of Iraq are . -

free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam :

supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dispersed and
attack from the shadows. ‘

These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing danger.
Yet we’'re making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq was



- found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the former
regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive; leading -
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids a week. Weare
deahng with these thugs in Iraq, )ust as surely aswe dealt with Saddam Hussein’s”
evil regime. o
- The work of building a new Iraq is hard and it is right. And Amerrca has

always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last Ianuary, Iragsonly ~

law was the-whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the -

~ Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. We’re working

with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a transition to full Iraqi sover-
* eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of
freedom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. They are trying to.
shake the will of our country and our friends — but the United States of America
will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins. The killers w1ll fall and the L

- Iraqi people will live in freedom. } .
Month by month, Iragis are assuming more responsrblhty for the1r own

‘securlty and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of
Iraq’s most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing
- Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as

| ~ you build a free and peaceful nation.

- Because of American leadershrp and resolve, the world is changmg for the
better: Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and :

- dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction programs, including

a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly
judged that his- country would be better off, and far more secure, without.

~weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the

'United States and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplo-

" “macy with Iraq did not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, S

words must be credible — and no one can now doubt the word of America.
| Different threats require different strategies. Along with. nations in the ,
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America -
‘and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its commit-
ments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the
“world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the most dangerous ~
: regrmes ‘ : '
‘When 1 came to this rostrum on September the 20th 2001 I brought the

pohce shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that_ .

does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commitmient to
securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this pledge, grven by one; .

~ has been kept by many. You in the Congress have provided the resources fot our
defense, and cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have been



unwaverrng Arnerrcas 1ntelhgence personnel and dlplomats have been skllled. o
_and tireless. ‘

And the men and women of the Arnerlcan rnrhtary they have taken the S o

~hardest duty. We've seen their skill and their courage in armored charges, and
“midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen the joy when

‘ ‘they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've had the honor of meeting -
our servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck of a carrier in the

" Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are hstenrng tonight. And"
I want you and your families to know: America is proud of you. And my
.. Administration, and this Congress, will give you, the resources you need to fight . .

and win the war on terror.

‘ ‘I know that some people questron if America is really in a war at all They L
_ view terrorism more as‘a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with law N

enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in
1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sent to
. prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot-
~ ting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and |
- carnage of September the 11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal

papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States —
~and war is what they got. : PEE

‘Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the hberatron _—

of Irag. Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be-
~candid about the consequences of. leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We're -
seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of
- mass destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equip-

- ment that Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act, the
| dictator’s weapons of mass destruction programs would continue tothis day.

‘Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been -

revealed as empty threats, weakening the United Nations and encouraging defi-
ance by dictators around the world. Iraq’s torture chambers would still be filled - -
with victims — terrified and innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where huridreds
of thousands of men, and women, and children vanished into the sands — ‘would
still be known only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world -
without Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place o '
Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. This l

 particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan, .

South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, -
“and the 17 other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at -
~ home, we must never ignore the vital contributions of our international part-.

-~ ners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From the beginning, America has sought inter-
national support for our operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained -




much support. There is-a difference, however, between leading a coalition of
many nations, and submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek .
a permission slip to defend the security of our country. :

- Wealso hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater . Mlddle '
East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, to assume that
whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty and self-govern-
ment. I believe that God has planted in every human heart the desire to live in
freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, it will rise
again.

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and despa1r, and
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety
of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of
freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform,
confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher standard from our friends. To:
cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other -
broadcast services are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian —
and soon, a new television service will begin providing reliable news and infor-
mation across the region. I will send you a proposal to double the budget of the
National Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the devel-
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in
~the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in

Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help
transform a troubled part of the world. ‘

America is a Nation with a mission — and that mission comes from our

most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of empire. Our

‘aim is a democratic peace - a peace founded upon the dignity and rights of -

~.every man and woman. America acts in this cause with friends and allies at our. . -

side, yet we understand our special calhng This great Repubhc will lead the .

" cause of freedom. o
In the last three years, adver51ty has also revealed the fundamental strengths e

of the American economy. We have come thrqugh recession, and terrorist attack,
and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. And because you acted to-
stimulate our economy with tax relief, this economy is strong, and growing
stronger.
You have doubled the child tax credlt from 500 to a thousand dollars, -
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death. tax, reduced taxeson
capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, and you have
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. |
Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this economy |
* forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the
fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years.
Home ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing;



_ Inflation is low. Interest rates are low Exports are growing. Product1v1ty is hlgh :
. And jobsare on the rise. , ‘
. These numbers confirm that the Amerlcan people are using their money
far better than government would have — and you were right to return it.

-America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology - -

transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive,
‘and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high-
skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helpmg
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new econormy.
’ All skills begin with the basics of reading-and math, which are supposed to
* belearned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many chil- .
dren, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind Act, ~
you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're
providing more funding for our schools — a 36 percent increase since 2001. We're
requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the funda-
“mentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better.
~ options when schools are not performmg We are maklng progress toward excel-' ’
lence for every child in America. : :
"~ ‘But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine the No
- Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results
* we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graderstoread =
-and do math at the third grade level - and that’s not asking too much. Testlng is
the only way to identify and help students who are falling behind: ~ N
This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along-
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any
 child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door of opportumty to -
all of America’s children. b
. At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gam ‘
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations.
~ require strong math and science preparation, and training beyond the high
~school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st
“Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and high school -
students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement

programs in low-income schools, invite math and science profess1onals fromthe "

private sector to teach part-time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants
for students who prepare for college with demandmg courses in high school. I
. propose increasing our support for America’s fine community colleges Idoso

~so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new )obs R

By all these actions, we’ll help more and more Amerlcans to )om in the growmg
_prosperity of our country. ‘
- Job training is important, and so is )ob creation. We must continue to
' pursue an aggressive, pro- growth economic agenda



Congress has some unfinished business on thé issue of taxes. The tax

- reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on
~marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged 300

dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will -
pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life.

.Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. What Congress has given, the

Congress should not take away: For the sake of )ob growth the tax cuts you

passed should be permanent.

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small busmess owners and
employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from
junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of
energy to make our economy run — so I urge you to pass legislation to

‘modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less

dependent on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free
and fair trade, to open up new markets for America’s entrepreneurs, and manu- . -

facturers, and farmers — to create jobs for American workers. Younger workers

should have the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social

* Security taxes in a personal retirement account. We should make the Soc1al7 '

Securlty system a source of ownershlp for the American people.

* And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by actmg g
as good stewards of taxpayers’ dollars. In two weeks, I will send you.a budget that -
funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs,

~while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than four percent.
This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be
~wise with the people’s money By domg s0, we can cut the deﬁc1t in half over the o
next five years. ‘

' Tonight T also ask you to reform our 1mm1grat1on laws, so they reflect our' .

values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker programto . -
match willing foreign workers with willing employers; when no Americans can

‘be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our economy — because

employers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. A tempo-
rary worker program will help protect our homeland - allowing border patrol
and law enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose -

~amnesty, because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly" -

-reward those who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve
the citizenship path for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of *

3 hardworklng men and women out from the shadows of American life.

Our Nation’s health care system, like our economy, is also in a- time of -

change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This

dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical
care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work together to help -



control those costs and extend the benefits of modern medrcme throughout our
- country. v '
Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort —and two months ago, you
* showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription, drug
benefit, you kept a basic commitment to-our seniors: You are giving them the
- modern medicine they deserve. o
Starting this year, under the law you passed seniors can choose to receive
-a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most
prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional -
600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage
for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and seniors Just :
- entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. ‘ |
In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrlptlon drug coverage under '
" Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do not
‘have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as it is,
“or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best — just as you, as Members
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs. And starting -
this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax-free for their
medical expenses, in a health savings account. o
I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of our
seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, w111
meet my veto. ‘ '
~ On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Americans can
choose and afford private health care coverage that best fits their individual
“needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapidly
rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and
negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health
insurance — I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-
‘income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their -
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid
dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the
“doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose that
- individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health
savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premrums from therr
taxes.

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans
afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medrcme that makes
© America’s health care the best in the world. -



We are 11V1ng in a timé of great change —in our world in our economy, in

 science and 'medicine. Yet some thirigs endure - courage and compassion, rever- -

ence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we tryto
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions,
such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions —

these unseen pillars of c1vrhzat10n -must rémain strong in Amerlca, and we will

defend them.
We miust stand with our families to help them raise healthy, responsible

" children. When it comes to- helprng chﬂdren make right choices, there is work for -

all of us to do. :

One of the worst decisions our chlldren can make is to gamble their lives -
and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem,
with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use in high
school has declined by 11 percent over the last two years. Four hundred thou-
sand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my
budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, community-

~based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools | |
~ has proven to be an effective part of this effort. So tonight I've proposed.an addi-
" tional 23 million dollars for schools that want to use drug testing-as a tool to save

children’s lives. The aim here is not to punish children, but to send them this
message: We love you, and we do not want to lose you.

To help children make right choices, they need good examples Athletlcs '
play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in profes-
sional sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs like steroids .in baseball, football, and other sports is -
dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accom-
plishment; and that performance is more important than character. So tomght n

I call on team owners, union representatrves, coaches, and players to take the :
* lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now.

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the dangers -
young people face — even when they’re difficult to talk about. Each year, about
three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm-

‘them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget,

I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical -

risks. We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so schools can’
teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to

avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children now make can affect their

- health and character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools, and
‘government — must work together to counter the negative influence of the

culture, and to send the right messages to our children.
A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 1 beheve we

"should respect 1nd1v1duals as we take a prlncrpled stand for one of the most -




fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress has already
taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in
- 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as

a union of a man and a woman, and declares that one state may not redefine’

‘marriage for other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redefining
marriage by court order, without regard for the will of the people and their

elected representatives. On an issue of such great consequence, the people’s voice

must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people,
the only alternative left to the people would be the const1tut10nal process. Our
Nation must defend the sanctity of marriage.

The outcome of this debate is important —and so is the way we conduct it.

The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each individual

- has dignity and value in God’s sight. :
- It’s also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the

“compassion of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every creed

are'doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentoring children,
* feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has often
denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have

a cross or a Star of David or a crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have

op’ened billions of dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith-

based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith can ‘

~know that the law will never discriminate against them again.

, In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to children of pris-
oners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless.:

Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This
year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We

know from long experience that if they can’t find work, or a home, or help, they

are much more likely to commit crime and return to prison. So tonight, 1
propose a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand
job training and placement services, to provide transitional housing, and to help
newly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups.
America is the land of second chance — and when the gates of the pr1son open,
the path ahead should lead to a better life..

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not ask for,
.and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of
Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In challenge, we redis-

covered the courage and daring of a free people. In victory, we have shown the
noble aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sense that -

we live in a time set apart. :

I've been witness to the character. of the people of America, who have
~ shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and toughness for,
the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some

10



of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl -
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush” “If,
- there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone,
please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country.” She added
this P.S.: “If you can send a letter to the troops .. please put, Ashley Pearson _
~ believes in you.” o
Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has )ust been conveyed And
~ yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your momoor. -
‘dad, hélp someone in need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman

" in uniform, say “thank you.” And, Ashley, while you do your part, all of us here

in this great chamber will do our ,best to keep you and the rest of America safe
and free. : ' ,
My fellow citizens, we now move forward with conﬁdence and fa1th Our N
Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable —and -
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can trust in that greater power -
- 'Who guldes the unfoldmg of the years And in all that is to come, we can know 4
that His purposes are just and true. - : |
May God continue to bless Amerlca

1. .






- 3 January 20 2004

o Staff Secretary S Ofﬁce / ORM
. 'Fr " Blake Gottesman : o S RNt T
| Re:ﬁ Slgnlng pen from the Presrdent 'S State of the Unron Address L

Please ﬁnd enclosed the pen the Pres1dent used to srgn the ceremonlal cop1es of h1sf SN
1 'v 2004 State of the Unron Address toa Jomt sess1on of the Unlted States Congress o

. ,Coples of the s1gn1ng pages are also enclosed for records purposes (the cop1es for

o " the Speaker and the President of the Senate are 1ndlcated on the back of each

; .copy)
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but; ;Ashiéy Péaréon béliéVés intyou;-;" o ’ |
‘.Toniéht; Ash1e§é:yQur‘méssége_ﬁd%duratrbops has‘jgét beén’>
“.céhVeyed.  And'yes, you/haye’sdme-dﬁ#ies:yourself; ;§tudy7hard
in,schoél{ iisteﬁ tQIYOur mom‘§nd déd,vhelp sbﬁéQﬁefin ﬁeed;vv
. and T‘whén. you. and -you'vr fr’i‘e‘nds_ :‘s»ée‘i‘f’:_l‘.,ﬁran.ko'r"-z'WOma;ii in ‘uriiforvin,_‘
- séy‘"thahk_you;" Aﬁd while<YOﬁ‘do ypui pért? alltofoSlhere
- iq7thisvgreat éhémber_willbdo_Sur‘best.to;kéep'ybu;éndifhé~ f,
:lfest of‘AﬁeriCélsafe énd free. - | |
My feliow citiéens, we nonmdelférwafa;zwi?h'dénfidehéé.éﬁd
faiﬁhL4 Oﬁf Natibﬁ is strong’aﬁd s£éadfast.7EThé{ééuse we,serVe;; 
is_righﬁ, beéausevitAis thé ¢éuse}of all;mankiﬁak5(The'momentqmu

&
s

iéiqfféeddm‘in our wéfld‘is_unmiépakable.f%‘aﬁd'it is‘nétrééfriedw;’;
ferafd'by our poWérlaloné.b We canktrustiiﬁ thdﬁbgrgéterrﬁower.7
fWhobgﬁidesvthe uhfblding vathe yeérsf' Ahd in all that is td j

'”éome, we éan‘knoWﬁthét His purboses aré juét;and Erue,' ot

e May:God-bleSS‘the“United States of America. ThahkvyOuf}

THE WHITE HOUSE,

January 20, 2004.
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T Ashley Pearséh age 10 céh:do to help anY@né, pieaSe seﬁdgpe’ak
‘ .1ette?_and tell ﬁe what I can do‘thSa§e>§ﬁr country[?( She;édaed
,this P.S.: “if you~can'sehd é ieﬁtér to théftroops¥.*; 5:pleasev '~
pruﬁ; 'A$hley Peérs§n belie?eskin ybﬁ.'ﬁv |
|  Tdni§ht; Ashley, yduf:meésage'to our trdops haé juétubeen'
conveyéd.: And yés,:you have somé'duﬁies youfself; iSthdy>hérd '
in school, listen to your mom‘and‘dad,’hélp sbﬁeonerin neéa,
'band when ydﬁfgnd‘your frieﬁds see é ménvorvwohahiin”uﬂifo;m,;
sayiﬂthankkyou.”,'And while you dé yoﬁr part,~all”bf ué hege
in this greaf chamber will doiouf best to keep‘you and the -
rrest 6f'America safe and free; R | |
My feilow Citizenéﬁ we ﬁow move forward,’with'confidenéélaﬁ&
faith. OurrNétion is strong and éteadfas;.« The cause we‘éeyﬁé
“1is right, because it is the cause of ali maﬁkipa. vThé mbﬁeﬁtuml'/
vOﬁkfréédom in our world is unmistakable‘——~anabi£ is not.darried_
’fdrwardvby\our power aloné. Weycan trgstnin that'greater‘power
"Who guides the unfbldiﬁg of the'years;, And”iﬁ allﬁthat is to'n
~come, we can know that His pUrﬁosegtéfé-just‘ahd:tfue.‘

May God‘bless'thé United States of America. Thank you{'f

THE WHITE HOUSE,

Janﬁary 20, 2004.
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‘the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they afe making Ameri

dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no-

‘their character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
v THE UNITED STATES CarrTolL

JANUARY 20, 2004

Mr, Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, chstmgurshed
guests, and fellow citizens:
America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities. And we are:

* rising to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amegicap servicemen and
women are deployed across the world in the war on terrdr. B ing hope to

more secure. ; : E 2

Each day, law enforcément personnel and intelligence officers are tracking—"
terrorist threats, analysts are examining airline
women of gug new Homela ity
and bordefs. A €ir vigilance is protecting America.

- Ameritans are proving once again to be the h
world. The American economy is growrng stron
working. : :
Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the greaf works of
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossibfe. ¥g{r're raising the
standards for our public schools; and you are ‘giving our senio¥ citizens prescrlp—
tion drug coverage under Medicare. :

We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a ch01ce We
can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn back to the

threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education
and Medicare — or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions.

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war— only
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of
history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and

confident and strong.

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people.
Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 — over two
years without an attack on American soil —and it is tempting to believe that the
danger is behind us. That hope is.understandable, comforting — and false. The

~ killing has continued in Balj, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh,Mombassa, ]erusaler’n,



Inflation is low. Interest rates are low Exports are growrng Productrvrty is h1gh

~ And jobs are on the rise. v
~ These numbers confirm that the Amerlcan people are using their money

far better than government would have — and you were right to return it.

 America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology ,
- . transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive, =~ -
and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high- .~
- skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping

" more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy. |

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to

o be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many chil- . |
" dren, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind Act,

you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're
providing more funding for our schools —a 36 percent increase since 2001. We’re

requiring higher standards. ‘We are regularly testing every child on the funda- -
mentals, We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better .
- options when schools are not performmg We are making progress toward excel-
- lence for every child in America. : : ‘

But the status quo-always has defenders. Some want to undermrne the No

Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results

we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read

and do math at the third grade level —and that s not asking too much. Testrng is -

 the only way to identify and help students who are falling behind. s
~ This Nation will not go back to the days of 51mply shuffling children along

from grade to grade without them learnlng the basics. I refuse to give up onany

child —and the No Child Left Behind Act is openmg the door of opportumty to

~ all of America’s children. ‘ '

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gam
the skills they need to find- work now. Many of the fastest- growrng occupations:
require strong math and sc1ence preparation, and training beyond the high"
school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st

- Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and high school -
" students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement’

o programs ini low-income schools, invite math and science professionals from the -
private sector to teach part- -time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants

for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school I
propose increasing our support for America’s fine community college do so

so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. .

By all these actions, we gl help more and more Americans to join in the growrng

i prosperrty of our country.

Job training is important, and so is )ob creation. We must continue to

© pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda

~add



‘keepmg costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans

‘Amerlca s-health care the best in the world

‘ 'control those costs and extend the benefits of modern medlcrne throughout our

country.. :
Meeting these goals requires blpartrsan effort — and two months ago, you :
showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription drug
benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving, them the
modern medicine they deserve. . . : .
Startrng this year, under the law you passed seniors can choose to receive

- a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most

prescription drugs —and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional

600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage

for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and seniors just -
entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. *

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrrptlon drug coverage under
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do.not -
have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as it is,

- or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best — just as you, as Members

of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs: And starting -

this year, millions of Americans will be-able to save: money tax- free for the1r

medical expenses, in a health savings account.
I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of our -

,'senrors, or to take away the1r prescription drug coverage under Medlcare, w1ll e

meet my veto. : k
‘On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Amiericans can

choose and afford private health care coverage that best fits their individual =~
‘needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapidly

rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and
negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health

“insurance — I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-

income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health. records, we can avoid

: -dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the
~doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work we must

eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight [ propose that

_ individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health
savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their
. taxes..

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescrrptro

afford coverage, we will preserve the system of prwate medicine that makes
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Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, distinguished
guests, and fellow citizens:

America this evening is a Nation called to great respon51b1htle@1d we are
rising to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amerijgan servicemen and
women are deployed across the world in the war on terro bringing hope to
the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are making America
more secure.

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are tracking
terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and
women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts
and bordex@nd their vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the l/
world. The American economy is growing stronge e tax relief you passed is
working.

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You’re raising the
standards for our public schools; and you are giving our senior citizens prescrip-
tion drug coverage under Medicare.

We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a choice. We
can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn back to the
dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no
threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education
and Medicare — or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions.

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war — only
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of
history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and
their character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is
confident and strong.

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people.
Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 — over two
years without an attack on American soil — and it is tempting to believe that the
danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting — and false. The
killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem,



- the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are buildinga

. Istanbul, and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the
~ civilized world. And by our will and courage, this danger will be defeated. - ,
Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give .
- our homeland securrty and law enforcement personnel every tool they:need to: . - -
- 'defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows
~Federal law enforcement to better share. 1nformat10n, to .track terrorists, to »
disrupt: the1r cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provi- -
sioris to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for
_huntmg criminals, they are even more ‘important for hunting terrorists. Key
provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set to_expire next year. The tetrorist threat
e w1ll not expire on that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital leglslatron ‘
to protect our citizens — you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. - Lo
“America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. Last
. March Khalid Shaikh Mohammed a mastermind of September the 11th, awoke
" to find himself in the custody of U.S: and Pakistani authorities. Last August the -
‘11th brought the capture of the terrorist Hambah who was a‘key player in the
‘ attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people We’re trackrng al-Qaidaaround . .
" the world - and nearly two-thirds of their known leaders have now been
: captured or killed.- Thousands of very skilled and determined military
“personnel are on the manhunt, going after the remaining krllers who hide in
cities and caves - and, one by one; we will brmg these terrorists.to justice.
As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes- -
~.that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chem- =
. ical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies are determlned We .
. refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. ' v
- The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghanrstan y ol
the primary training base of al- Qarda killers; As of this month, that country has' -~
a‘new constitution, guaranteemg free elections and full participation by women,
Businesses are opening, health care centers are being established, and the boys
and girls of Afghanistan are back in school ‘With @ help from the new Afghan
Army, our coalition is leading aggressive raids against the surviving members of

" nation that is free, and proud and ﬁghtmg terror —vand Amerrca is honored o
be their friend. : : o
Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the Umted States Great
. Brrtam Australia, Poland, and other' countries ‘enforced the demands of the
United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and the: people of Iraq are
free Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam
supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dlspersed and',
attack from the shadows. ‘ '
These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, contmulng danger. .
Yet we're making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iragwas




: 'found ina hole, and now sitsin a prlson cell. Of the top 55 officials of the- former ’:’
f reglme, we have captured or killed 45. Our: forces are on the offensive, leadrng

o - over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids a ‘week. Weare

dealing with these thugs in Iraq, Just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussem s

- evil regime. . L
- The work of bulldrng a new Iraq is hard and it is right. And Amerlca has‘

always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January, Iraqs only
" law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working withthe

_Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. We're workmgr‘ SR

with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a transition to full Iraqi sover- -

- - eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of .~ .

freedom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. They are trying to.
shake the will of our country and our friends — but the United States of America -
" will never be intimidated by thugs and assassms The klllers wrll fail, and the S
Iraqi people will live in freedom. : : 3 ‘

Month by month, Iraqgis are assuming more respon51b111ty for their own -

security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of

" Iraqs most respected leaders:: the current President of the Iraqi Governing
' Counc1l Adnan Pachach1 Sir, Amerrca stands w1th you and the Iraql people as

~ - you build a free and peaceful nation.

-Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changmg for the
better. Last month, the leader of Libya Voluntarrly pledged to disclose and -
dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction programs, including
a'uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly -

" judged that his country would be better off, and far more secure, without
. weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotlatlons 1nvolv1ng the . -

United States and Great Britain succeeded with Lrbya, while 12 years of diplo- .

macy with Iraq did not. And one reason 1s clear: For diplomacy to be effective, .

~words must be credible — and no one'can now doubt the word of Amerlca

Different threats require different strategies. Along w1th nations in the

}regron we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America
and the international community are demandlng that Iran meet its commit-

ments and not develop nuclear weapons. America i is committed to keeprng the -

. world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the most dangerous. f
 regimes.. ’

When I came to this rostrum on September the 20th 2001 I brought the

police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that *

. does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commltment to
- securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this pledge, given by one,
has been kept by many. You in'the Congress have provided the resources for our

defense, and cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have been .



unwavering. America’s intelligence personnel and dlplomats have been skilled
and tireless. - ‘

And the men and women of the Amerlcan military — they have taken the -
hardest duty. We've seen their skill and their courage in armored charges, and
midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen the joy when
they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've had the honor of meeting

our servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck of a carrier in the
Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are listening tonlght And
I want you and your families to know: America is proud of you. And my

Administration, and this Congress, will give you the resources you need to fight -

and win the war on terror. _ ,

[ know that some people question if America is really in a war at all. They
view- terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with law
enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in

11993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sent to
prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot-"

ting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and

carnage of September the 11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal
~ papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States —

and war is what they got

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the hberatlon

of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be
candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We're
seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of
mass destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equip-
ment that Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act, the
dictator’s weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to this day.
Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been

revealed as empty threats, weakening the United Nations and encouraging defi- ‘
ance by dictators around the world. Iraq’s torture chambers would still be filled

with victims — terrified and innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds
of thousands of men, and women, and children vanished into the sands — would
still be known only to the killers. For-all who love freedom and peace, the world
without Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place.

‘Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be mternatlonahzed This
partlcular criticism is hard to explam to our partners in Britain, Australia; ]apan,_
South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador,
and the 17 other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at
home, we must never ignore the vital contributions of our international part-
ners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From the beginning, America has sought inter-
national support for our operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained



" much support. There is a difference, however, between leading a coalition of .

many nations, and submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek

..a permission slip to defend the security of our country.

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater Middle

o East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescendlng, to-assume that _
“whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty and self-govern- -
" ment. [ believe that God has planted in every human heart the-desire to live in |
B freedom And even when that desrre is crushed by tyranny for decades itwill rise '
again. ' .

As long as the Mrddle East remains a place of tyranny, and despalr, and -
anger; it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety -
of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward. strategy of

freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform,
‘confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher standard from our friends. To

cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other

broadcast services are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian —

and soon a new television service will begin providing reliable news and infor-
mation across the region. I will send you a proposal to double the'budget of the
National Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the devel-
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unionsin -

- the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in -
*Afghanistan and Irag, so those nations can light the way for others and help- '
‘transform a troubled part of the world. '

America is a Nation with a mission ~ and that mrssron comes from our -
most basrc beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of empire.Our
aim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the d1gn1ty and rights ‘of
every man and woman. America acts in this cause with friends and allies at our

-side, yet we understand our special calling: This great Republrc will lead the

cause of freedom. .
In the last three years, adversity hasalso revealed the fundamental strengths ‘
of the American economy. We have come through recession, and terrorist attack,

- and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. And because you acted to ;
‘stimulate our economy w1th tax rehef this economy is strong, and growrng s
. stronget. g '

| RO
You have doubled the child tax credrt from 500 to'a thousand dollars %”
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced taxes on

. capltal galns and stock dividends, cut taxes on small busmesses, and you have

lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. v

- Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving thrs economy -
forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the
fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years.

-Home ownership rates: the h1ghest ever. Manufacturlng act1v1ty is increasing.



‘Inflation is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growrng Productrvrty is hrgh
~ And jobs are on the rise. :

These numbers confirm that the Amerrcan people are using thelr money

far better than government would have — and you were right to return it.
America’s growing economy is-also a changing economy. As technology

transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive,

“and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high-

skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping

more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in-our new-economy.

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to |

be learned in the early grades of bur schools. Yet for too long, for too many chil-
dren, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind Act,
you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're

providing more funding for our schools —a 36 percent increase since 2001. We're

requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the funda-
mentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better

- options when schools are not perforrnrng We are making progress toward excel- .

lence for every child in America. : :
But the status quo always has defenders Some want to undermine the No

Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results

we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read

and do math at the third grade level - and that’s not asking too much. Testing i Is . '

the only way to identify and help students who are falling behind.

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to giveuponany .

child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is openrng the door of opportumty to
- all of America’s children. :

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain

 the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest- -growing occupations
require strong math and science preparation, and' training beyond the high

school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st -
‘Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and high school™

students who fall behind in reading'and math, expand Advanced Placement

programs in low-income schools, invite math and science professionals from the

private sector to teach part-time in our, high schools. T propose larger Pell Grants

for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school, I
- propose increasing our support for America’s fine community colleges; Sl
0S¢ S,

so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most ne

By all these actions, we’ll help more and more Amerlcans to )orn in the growmg ‘

“prosperity of our country.

Job training is important, and so 1s )ob creation. We must continue (o ‘

pursue an aggressive, pro- growth economic agenda.
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Congress has some unﬁmshed busmess on the issue of taxes. The tax .
reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on
marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged 300"
dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will
pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life.
Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. What Congress has given, the"‘; |
Congress should not take away: For the sake of )ob growth the tax cuts you' :

~passed should be permanent.

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners and :

- employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from

junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of
energy to make our economy run — so I urge you to pass legislation to
modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less -
dependent on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free

-and fair trade, to open up new markets for America’s entrepreneurs, and manu-

facturers, and farmers — to create jobs for American workers. Younger workers

. should have the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social :
_ Securlty taxes in a personal retirement account. We should make the Soc1ali o

Security system a source of ownership for the American people.

And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by acting. = .

as good stewards of taxpayers’ dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budget that

" funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs,. -

while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than fovu’r,per'c‘ent. »
This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending; and be*
wise with the people s money: By domg 0, we.can cut the deﬁc1t in half over.the

*next five years.

Tonight I also ask you to reform our 1mm1grat10n laws, so they reflect our -
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to
match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can

- be found to fill the job. This reform will be-good for our economy ~ because
- employers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. A tempo- |
“rary worker program will help protect our homeland —allowing border patrol =

and law enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose
amnesty, because it would encourage further illegal 1mm1grat10r1 and unfalrly‘

“reward those who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve

the citizenship path for those who respect the law, while. bringing mllhons of_
hardworking men and women out from the shadows of American life. ’
Our Nation’s health care system, like our economy, is also in a time of .

change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This

dramatic progress has brought its own challengg, in the rising costs of medical -

care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work together to help :



; control those costs and extend the beneﬁts of modern med1c1ne throughout our

~¢ountry.

’. Meeting these goals requires brpartrsan effort —and two months ago you »
~showed the way. By strengthening Medicare-and addrng a prescr1pt1on drug -
“benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our semors You are g1v1ng them the -
'modern medicine they deserve. =~ ‘ .
Starting this year, under the law you passed seniors can choose to receive -
a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most -

prescription drugs — and millions of Jow-income seniors can get'an addrtlonal e

600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new. coverage ‘
~for preventlve screenings against diabetes and heart drsease, and semors Just
~ entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.
In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrrptlon drug coverage under

~ Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who'donot -
* have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly i in half. -

Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep therr Medrcare just as itis,
. or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best — just as you, as Members
- of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs. And starting
this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax free for therr
" medical expenses, in a health savings account. _
[ signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to hmrt the ch01ces of our'
’ semors or to take away their prescr1pt1on drug coverage under Medicare, will "
“meet my veto. : L :
“On the critical issue of health care,-our goal is to ensure that Amerlcans can
_choose and afford ‘private health care coverage that Dbest fits' their individual
-needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapldly ,
rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and -
: negotlate for lower insurance rates; so they can cover more workers with health
insurance — [ urge you to pass Assoc1at1on Health Plans: I ask you to give lower-_

.-iIncome Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their - s

~6wn basic health insurance. By’ computerizing health records, we ‘can avoid -

"dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and i improve care. To. protect the_v.r. ‘

- doctor-patient relatronshrp, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose that-

a mdlvrduals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health

savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their .
taxes. ' ‘ :

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescrrpt1ot s
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helplng more Amerre

“afford coverage, we will preserve. the system. of pr1vate medlcme that makes»
Amerlca s health care the best in the world ' ' ‘




We are living in a time of great change — in-our world, in our econemy, in, - -

*science and medicine. Yet some things endure - courage and compassion, revers
ence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to -
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental 1nst1tut10ns,

- such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions —

~these unseen pillars of c1v1hzat10n must remain strong in Amerrca, and we wrll B
_defend them. :
We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy, responsrble

' children. When it comes to helping chrldren make right chorces there is work for’

all of ustodo.
One of the worst decisions our children can make is to garnble their lives
- and futures on drugs. Our government is helprng parents confront this problem, -

B with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use in high . -
. school has declined by 11 percent over the last two years. Four hundred thou-

“sand fewer young people ate using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my - -
-budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, communlty—‘:

~ based strategy to reduce demand for 1llega1 driigs. Drug testing in our schools

has proven to be an effective part of this effort. So tonight I've proposed an addi-
tional 23 million dollars for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save .

children’s lives. The aim here is not to punish children, but to send them thrs" =

~ message: We love you, and we do not want to lose you. ‘
To help children make right choices, they need good examples Athletics

- play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in profes- -

sional sports-are not setting much of an example. The use of performance—
enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football; and other sports is

dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accom- . . .

plishment, and that performance is more.important than character So tonight -
"I call on team owners, union representatives, coaches, and players to take the - '
- lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now. ‘
To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the dangers
yonng people face - even when they’re difficult to talk about. Each year, about
three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm-
~them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget,
-1 propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical
~ risks. We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so schools can -
" teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children now make can affect their

‘health and character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools, and el

- government — must work together to counter the negative: 1nﬂuence of the
culture, and to send the right messages to our chrldren B

A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. I beheve we
should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one of the most
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fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress has already -

taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marrrage Act, signed in

' 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as
“a union of a man and a woman, and declares that one state may not- redefine
marriage for other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redefining

marriage by court order, without regard for- the will of the péople and their -
elected representatives. On an issue of such great consequence, the people’s voice -

the only alternative left to the people would be the c&ﬁt?tfhonal process Our
Nation must defend the sanctity of marriage.

- must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, |

The outcome of this debate is important — and 5o is the way we conduct it.

has dignity and value in God’s sight. -
It’s also important to strengthen our commumtles by unleashmg the

compassion of America’s religious institutions: Religious charities of every creed. -

‘The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each individual -

are doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentoring children,

feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has. often -
- denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have

a cross or a Star of David or a crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have *

opened billions of dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith- -

based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify this into law; so people of faith can
know that the law will never discriminate against them again. ‘

In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to childrén of p pris-.
oners, and  provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless.

- Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This

year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We

‘know from long experience that if they can’t find work, or a home; or help, they

are much more likely to commit crime and return to prison. So tonight, I

propose a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand 3

job training and placement services, to provide transitional housing, and to help

" newly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups.
~ America is the land of second chance — and when the gates of the prlson open,
the path ahead should lead to a better life.

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not ask for,
and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of

covered the courage and daring of a fre¢ people. In victory, we have shown the

~ mnoble aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sense that
‘we live in a time set apart.

" I’ve been witness to the character of the people of Amerlca, who have
shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and toughness for

the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some.

10

* Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In challenge,‘_we redis- |

o



of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl

in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” If |

there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help-anyone,

please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country.” She added

. this PS.: “If you can send a letter to the troops .. please put, ‘Ashle'y“-Pearson“

believes in you.”

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has ]ust been conveyed And ; |
yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your mom or

‘dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see'a man or woman

-in uniform, say “thank you.” And, Ashley; while you do your part, all of us here - ¥
. in this great chamber w1ll do our best to keep you ; and the rest of Amerlca safe :

and free.. S

My fellow c1t12ens We Now move forward w1th conﬁdence and falth Our
~ Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable — and
it is not-carried forward by our power alone. We can trust in that greater power

. Who guides the unfolding of the years.And in all that is to come, we can know

that His purposes are just and true.
May God continue to bless America.




PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
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Mr. Speaker, Vice Pres1dent Cheney, Members of Congress, drstrngulshed
‘guests, and fellow citizens: =

America this eveningisa Nation called to great responsxbllltles And we are
rising to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen and
women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing hope to
the oppressed, and delivering )ustlce to the violent, they are making America
more secure. -

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence ofﬁcers are tracking

terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and

~ women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts
and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest work1ng people in the

world. The American economy is growmg stronger The tax relief you pas

workmg 27

* standards for our pubhc schools, and you are giving our senior citizens prescrip-.
tion drug coverage under Medicare. : :

We have faced serious challenges together — _and now we face a choice. We
can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn back to the
dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no
threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education
- and Medicare — or we can turn back to old policies and old divisions.

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war — only
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of

history, and they expect the same from us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and -

their character, the American people are showrng that the state of our Umon is

confident and strong. :

v Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American people.
Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th, 2001 — over two

years without an attack on American soil — and it is tempting to believe that the -

danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting — and false. The
killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem,

v

v




 Istanbul, and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the
civilized world. And by our-will and courage, this danger will be defeated.

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to glve
our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to
defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows
Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track terrorists, to

disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provi-
sions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for
hunting criminals, they are even more important for hunting terrorists. Key
- provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The terrorist threat
will not expire on that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation
to protect our citizens — you need to renew the PATRIOT Act.

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. Last
March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the 11th, awoke -
- to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August the
11th brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in the
attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We're tracking al-Qaida around
the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known leaders have now been
" captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and determined military .
personnel are on the manhunt, going after the remaining killers who hide in

cities and caves — and, one by one, we will bring these terrorists to justice.

As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes
that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chem-
ical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies are determined: We
refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. '

_ The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghanlstan
the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month, that country has
anew constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full participation by women. -
Businesses are opening, health care centers are being established, and the boys
and girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With the help from the new Afghan
Army, our coalition is leading aggressive raids against the surviving members of
the Taliban and al-Qaida: The men and women of Afghanistan are building a
nation that is free, and proud, and ﬁghtlng terror — and America is honored to
be their friend. : '

Since we Jast met in this chamber, combat forces of the Unlted States, Great
Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the demands of the
United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and the people of Iraq are
free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam

‘supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dispersed and
attack from the shadows.

These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing danger.
Yet we're making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq was



found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the former

regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive, leading

over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids a week, We are .

dealing with these thugs in Iraq, )ust as surely as we dealt with Saddam Husseln s
evil regime.
The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. And Amerlca has

| always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January, Iraq’s only -

law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the
_Iragi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. We’re working

with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a transition to full Iraqi sover-

- eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraqg, the enemies of

freedom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. They are trying to -

shake the will of our country and our friends — but the United States of America
will never be 1nt1m1dated by thugs and assassins. The klllers will fail, and the
“Iraqi people will live in freedom.
Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibility for their own
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of
Iraq’s most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing

Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as

~.you build a free and peaceful nation.
» Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing for the
better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to (disclose and

dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction programs, including .-
a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly-
judged that his country would be better off, and far more secure, without

weapons-of mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the
United States and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplo-
macy with Iraq did not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective,
words must be credible — and no one can now doubt the word of America.
Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the
 region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America

and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its commit-’

-‘ments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the
world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the most dangerous
regimes.

* ‘When I camie to this rostrum on September the 20th, 2001, I brought the
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that

does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commitment to o

- securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this pledge,vgiv_'en; by one,
has been kept by many. You in the Congress have provided the resources for our
defense, and cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have been




: unwaverlng America’s 1ntelhgence personnel and d1plomats have been skilled
and tireless. :

And the men and women of the American military — they have taken the ‘
‘hardest duty. We've seen their skill and their courage in armored charges, and
midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen the joy when
they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've had the honor of meeting
~ our servicemen and women at many. posts, from the deck of a carrier in the
" Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are listening tonight. And-
I want you and your families to know: America is proud of you. And my
Administration, and this Congress, will g1ve you the resources you need to ﬁght
and win the war on terror.

I know that some people question if America is really in a war at all. They .
view terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with law
enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in
1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted, and sent to
prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plot- -
ting in other nations, and drawing up more-ambitious plans. After the chaos and -
carnage of September the 11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal
papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared war on the Umted States —

- and war is what they got. ‘ :

Some in this chamber, and in our country, d1d not support the. hberatlon'
of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be
- candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We're
seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of
mass destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equip-
ment that Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act, the
dictator’s weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to this day.
Had we failed to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been

' revealed as empty threats, weakening the United Nations and encouraging defi-

*ance by dictators around the world. Irag’s torture chambers would still be filled
with victims — terrified and innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds. -
~ of thousands of men, and women, and children vanished into the sands — would
“still be known only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world

- without Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place. '
Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. ThlS
particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan,
South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, ‘
and the 17 other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at
- home, we must never ignore the vital contributions of our international part-
ners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From the beginning, America has sought inter-
national support for our operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained




much support. There is a difference, however, between leading a coalition of
many nations, and submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek-
a permission slip to defend the security of our country.

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater Middle )
East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, to assume that
whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty and self-govern-
ment. I believe that God has planted in every human heart the desire to live in
freedom. And even when that desrre is crushed by tyranny for decades it will rise
again.

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and despair, and

anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety

of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of
freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform,

confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher standard from our friends. To - :

cut through the barriers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other -
- broadcast services are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian —
and soon, a new television service will begin-providing reliable news and infor- -
mation across the region. I will send you a proposal to double the budget of the
National Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the devel-
opment of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in
‘the Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in-
Afghanrstan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help.
transform a troubled part of the world. ’
America is a Nation with a mission ~ and that mission comes from our
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of empire. Our
aim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the dignity and rights of
every man and woman. America acts in this.cause with friends and allies at our
side, yet we understand our special calling: This great Republic will ledd the
cause of freedom. :
, In the last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental strengths
" of the American economy. We have come through recession, and terrorist attack,
and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. And because you acted to. -
stimulate our economy wrth tax relief, this economy is strong, and growmg
stronger. ‘ -
You have doubled the chrld tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, :
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced taxes on

capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, and you have

lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.

Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this economy
forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the -
fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years.
Home ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing.



-Inﬂatron is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are: growrng Productivity is high.
And jobs are on the rise. ~

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their money
far better than government would have - and you were right to return it.

America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology -
transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes more productive,

~and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high-
skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping.
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy. :

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed to
be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many chil-
dren, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind Act,
you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We're -
providing more funding for our schools —a 36 percent increase since 2001. We're
requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the funda-- |
mentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have better
options when schools are not performing. We are makrng progress toward excel--
lence for every child in America. :

But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine the No
‘Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results
we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read
and do math at the third grade level - and that’s not asking too much. Testing is
‘the only way to identify and help students who are falling behind. §

v This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along
from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any
child —and the No Child Left Behind Act is opemng the door of opportunrty to:
all of America’s children.

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations
require strong math and science preparation, and training beyond the high

school level. So tonight I propose a series of meastires called Jobs for-the 21st -
~ Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and high school
students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, invite math and science professionals from the
private sector to teach part-time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants
- for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school. T -
propose increasing our support for America’s fine community colleges; I do so .
so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most riew job
By all these actions, we’ll help more and more Americans to join in the growrngv
prosperity of our country.
. Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must contmue to

pursue an aggressive, pro- growth economic agenda

oeied”




Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes. The tax

reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on
* marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of fam111es will be charged 300
* dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will

| ~ pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life. -

Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. What Congress has given, the

Congress should not take away: For the sake of )ob growth, the tax cuts you

passed’ should be permanent.

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners and
~employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from
;junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of

energy to make our economy run — so I urge you to pass legislation to
~modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less

““dependent on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free
and fair trade, to open up new markets for America’s entrepreneurs, and manu-
facturers, and farmers — to create jobs for American workers. Younger workers
should have the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social

Security taxes in a personal retirement account. We should make the Soc1al ‘

Security system a source of ownership for the American people.

And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by acting
as good stewards of taxpayers dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budget that
funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs,
“while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than four percent.
- This will require that Congress focus on priorities cut wasteful spending, and be

“wise with the people’s money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in half over the -

“next five years. -

_ Tonight I also ask you to reform our immigration laws, so they reflect our
~ values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to
match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can

be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our economy — because
employers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. A tempo-
rary worker program will help protect our homeland — allowing border patrol * -

and law enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose
amnesty, because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly
reward those who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve

the citizenship path for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of - |

hardworking men and women out from the shadows of American life.

Our Nation’s health care system, like our economy, is also in a time of
change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This

dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical

care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work together to help




control those costs and extend the beneﬁts of modern medlcme throughout our "

country.
- Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort — and two months ago, you
showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription drug

benefit, you kept a basic commitmerit to our seniors: You are g1v1ng them the

modern medicine they deserve.

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive
a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most
prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional
600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage

for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart drsease, and seniors just

enterlng Medicare can receive wellness exams.
In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrrptlon drug coverage under
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do not

- have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
* . Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as it is,

or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best — just as you, as Members
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs. And starting
this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax- free for their
medical expenses, in a health savings account. ‘

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to'limit the choices of our
seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will
meet my veto. '

On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Americans can.

choose: and afford private health care coverage that best fits their individual
needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapidly

 rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and -
negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health

insurance — I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-
income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid

_ dangerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the

doctor-patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose that
individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health
savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their
taxes. ‘ .

A government-run health care system is ‘the wrong. prescription. By

“keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans

afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medicine that makes
America’s health care the best in the world.




, WEe are living in a time of great change — in our world, in our economy, in-

- science and medicine. Yet some things endure — courage and compassion, rever-
“ence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to

live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions,
, suth as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions — .-
 these unseen pillars of civilization — must remain strong in Amer1ca, and we will
defend them. ‘ ’
We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy, respon31ble
children. When it comes to helping children make right choices, there is work for
- all of us to do.

- One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble their lives
and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem,
with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use in high
school has declined by 11 percent over the last two years. Four hundred thou-
sand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my
 budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, community-
based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools -
has proven to be an effective part of this effort. So tonight I've proposed an addi-
tional 23 million dollars for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save -
children’s lives. The aim here is not to punlsh children, but to send them this
- message: We love you, and we do not want to lose you.

To help children make right choices, they need good examples Athletics
“play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in profes-
sional sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance-
~enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and other sports is
dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accom- _
plishment, and that performance is more important than character. So tonight
-1 call on team owners, union representatives, coaches, and players to take the

lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now.

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to. confront the dangers
_ young people face — even when they’re difficult to talk about. Each year, about -
three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm
' them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget,
I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical

risks. We will double Federal funding for abstirience programs, so schools can -

‘teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children now make can affect their -
health and character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools, and
_government — must work together to counter the negative, influence of the
- culture, and to send the right messages to our children. - -
| A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. I bel1eve we
should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one of the most *
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fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress has already

taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in
1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as
a union of a man and a woman, and declares that one state may not redefine

marriage for other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redefining -
“marriage by court order, without regard for the will of the people and their

elected representatives. On an issue of such great consequence, the people’s voice

must be heard. If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people,

the only alternative left to the people would be the constitutional process. Our
Nation must defend the sanctity of marriage.
The outcome of this debate is important — and so is the way we conduct it.

. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each’ mdlvxdual
‘has dignity and value in God’s sight. : ‘ :

~ It’s also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the

‘compassion of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every creed

are doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentoring children,

feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has often
denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have

a crosgﬁs a Star of Dav1?§r a crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have
openedbillions of dolla

know that the law will never dlscr1m1nate against them again.
In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to children of pris-

oners, and prov1de treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless.
.- Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This
~ year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We
know from long expérience that if they can’t find work, or a home, or help, they
are- much more likely to commit crime and return to prison. So tonight, I .

propose a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand

job training and placement services, to provide transitional housing, and to help

newly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups.

America is the land of second chance — and when the gates of the prison open, -

-the path ahead should lead to a better life. : — :
For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not ask for,

and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of |

Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In challenge, we redis-
covered the courage and daring of a free people. In victory, we have shown the

~ noble aims and good heart of America. And having come thlS far, we sense that

we live in a time set apart.

I've been witness to the character of the people of America, who have
shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and toughness for
the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some
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in grant money to competition that includes faith-
based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith can
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‘of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me 4 letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If -
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone,
please send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country.” She added
this P.S.: “If you can send a letter to the troops .. please put, ‘Ashley Pearson
believes in you.”

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed And
yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your mom or
dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman
in uniform, say “thank you.” And, Ashley, while you do your part, all of us here

in this great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of Amerlca safe
and free. : : "
S My fellow citizens, we now move forward with confidence and faith. Our.
- Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause
“of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable — and
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can trust in that greater power
Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all that is to come, we can know
that His purposes are just and true. '
May God continue to bless America.
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distinguished guests, and fellow C|t|zens

Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress, Obﬂ W ‘

~ America this evening is a Natron caIIed to great respon3|b|ht|es And |
we are rising to meet them. ;

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen
~and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing
‘hope to the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are
making Amerlca more secure. : S

Each day, law enforcement personnel and irtelligence officers are "
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the
men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling

 our coasts and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. . %MQ/ 00 '>

Americans are provtng once again to be the hardest working people .
in the world. The American economy is growmg stronger The tax relief
you passed is working.

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of |

compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You're, .. .| Deleted: are

raising the standards for, our public schools; and you are g|V|ng our senior .. | Deleted: of

citizens prescrlptlon drug coverage under Medicare..

We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a
choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve - or we can turn
back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw
regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and

| reforms in education and Medicare — or we can turn back to old policies ( Deleted: e
and old divisions. ‘ : -

- We have not come all this way‘— through tragedy, and trial, and War _
only to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the

| tasks of history; and they expect the same from us.  In their efforts, their § . [ Deleted: ot
- enterprise, and their character, the American people are showing that the ‘ ‘-
state of our Union is confident and strong

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the American
| people. Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11", 2001




— over two years without an attack on American soil — and it is tempting to
believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable,

- comforting — and false. The Killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta,
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The
terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world.; And by

-our will and. courage, this danger will be defeated.

In‘side the United States, whefe the'War began, we must continue to

| give our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they :

need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act,
which allows Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track
terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we
. have used similar provisions to catch embezziers and drug traffickers. If
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more
important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set
__to expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on that schedule.

Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation to protect our citizens — you, '

need to renew the PATRIOT Act.

. Amerlca is on the offensive against the terrorists who started thls war.
| Last March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the
11", awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities.

Last August the 11" brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, whowas =

- | Deleted: are S .

a key player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We're, .
“tracking al-Qaida around the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known
leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and
| determlned military personnel are on the manhunt going after the
remaining killers who hide in cities and caves — and, one by one, we will
| bring these terrorists to justice.

~ As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confrontin’g’ the

- regimes that harbor-and support terrorists, and could supply them with
- nuclear, chemical, or-biological weapons. The United States and our allies
are determmed We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger

The first to see our determination were the Tallban, who made ‘ '

Afghanistan the primaryt_raining base of al-Qaida killers:  As of this month; -

that country has a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full -
participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are

being estab'lished, and the boys and girls of AfghaniStan are back in school. .

§
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- With the heip’ from the new Afghan Afmy, our coalition is leading
“aggressive raids against the surviving members of the Taliban and al-

' Qaida.  The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is
- free, and proud and f|ght|ng terror — and Amerlca |s honored to be thelr

frlend

’Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United ~

- States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the -
“ demands of the United Nations, ended therule of Saddam Hussein —and

_ the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a - :
- remnant of violent Saddam supporters. Men who ran away | from our troops ‘

in battle are now dlspersed and attack from the shadows

These klllers Jomed by foreign terrorlsts are a serious, contlnumg

ruler of Iraq was found in a hole, and now sits in a prlson cell. Of the top 55 ‘
officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are
~on the”Offensive Ieading over 1 600 patrols a day, and cOnducting an -

as surely as we dealt wrth Saddam Husseln S eV|l regime. -

- The work of bunldrng a new Iraq is hard and |t is rlght ‘And Amerlca e
hasalways been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January, -

Irag’s only law was the whim of one brutal man. -Today our coalition is

: ‘w0rkingwith' the‘(lraqi-Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of: _
rights. -We're working with Iragis and the United Nations to prepare fora- '
transition to full Iragi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy takes. -

hold in Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread.
violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our:

- friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated by~

thugs and assassnns The killers will fall and the Iraq| people will live in-

3 freedom

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibility for their own
,securlty and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one e
~ of Irag’s most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi .
.. Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi." Sir, America stands with you and the

- Iraqi people as-:a.you build a free and peaceful n’ation;

. { Deleted S are.
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Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing

for the better.. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to , o

disclose and dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction T
~ programs, including a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. R
~ Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his country would be better off, and

far more secure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense

negotiations involving the United States-and Great Britain succeeded with

Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reason is

clear: For dlplomacy to be effective, words must be credible —and no one

can now doubt the word of America.

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program.
America and the international community are demandlng that Iran meet'its
commitments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to

| keeping the world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the most . (Deleted: words
dangerous reglmes

|~ When | came to this rostrum on September the 20", 2001, | brought
the pollce shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a
task that does not end. | gave to you and to all Americans my complete
commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this '

~ pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have
provided the resources for our defense, and cast the difficult votes of war
and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering. America’s
mtelhgence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless. "

. And the men and women of the American m|||tary — they have taken

| the hardest duty. We've seen their skill and their courage in armored - _( Deleted: have
charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have - :
| seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've, -\ Deleted: have

had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts, from
“the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our
troops are listening tonight. And | want 'you and your families to know:
America is proud of you. And my Administration, and this Congress, will
give you the resources you need to fight and win the war on terror.

| know that some people question if America is really in a war at all. ‘
They view terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with- -
law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first




| | ‘attacked |n“1‘993 vsonte of the guilty were lndlcted and tried, and convicted,

and sent to prison: But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still

training and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. ‘

| After the chaos and carnage of September the_ 11", it is not enough to
serve our enemies with legal papers.. The terrorrsts and their supporters
declared war on the United States — and war is what they got. -

" Svom'e in this chamber, and in our country, did not support theg |
liberation of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives.
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein.

| in power.” We're, seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report identified

dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and
~significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the Unifed

Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destructro_n -

programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening

the United Nations and encouraging defiance.by dictators around the world. -

~Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims — terrified and -
innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of men,’

| ‘and women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known

only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world without

Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place.

"~ Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized.

_ This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,

Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain,
- Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands;
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed
troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital

in-Afghanistan and lraq, and we have gained much support. “There is a

* difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and

submrttrng to the objections of a few. Amerlca will never seek a permrss;on et
T i:DeIétéd': people -

- | slip to defend the security of our country

' | liberty and self-government. | believe that God has planted in every human v

{ Deleted: are’

..~ contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From‘ ST |
] the beginning, America has sought international support for our operatlons

We also hear doubts that democracy isa reallstlc goal for the greater )

to assume that whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with .

~ Middle. East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, .



heart the’ de3|re to live in freedom And even when that de5|re is crushed
‘ by tyranny for decades it W|Il rise again. :

| As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and and despair,
and anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten

- the safety of America and our friends. So America'is pursuing a forward

- strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the
~enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher
‘'standard from our friends. To cut through:the barriers of hateful -
propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are
‘expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon, a new
television service will begin providing reliable news and information across
‘the region. | will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National -
Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development -

| of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the
Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in

: Afghanlstan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and '
heIp transform a troubled part of the world.

Amerlca isa Natlon with a mission — and that mission comes from our
most basic beliefs.” We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of °

~empire. Our aim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the dignity

" and rights of every man and-woman. America acts in this cause with
L friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special. calllng This
great Republrc will lead the cause of freedom S :

[+ “Inthe last three years, adver3|ty has also revealed the fundamental
strengths of the American economy. We have come: through recession,
and terrorist attack, and corporate 'scandals, and the uncertainties of war.

~ And because you acted to stimulate our economy wrth tax rellef this

~ economy is strong and growmg stronger. -

: You-havedoubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, -
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced -

‘taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, -
and you have Iowered taxes for every Amerlcan who pays income taxes.

Americans took those dollars and put them to work dr|V|ng th|s
: economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of
2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years.. New home construction: the
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. Child Left Behind Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of

highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever.
Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest rates are low.
Exports are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs are on the rise.

These numbers confirm that the American peeple are using their
money far better: than government would have —and you were rlght to
return it.

America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As _
technology transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes - -
more productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will ~
be found in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we
must respond by helping more Americans gain the SkIHS to fmd good jobs'in
our new economy.

AII Skl||S begln with the basics of reading and math, which are
- supposed to be learned in the early grades of our schools. -Yet for too long, . - -
for too many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No

our country. We're providing more funding for our schools — a 36 percent (Deteted: are

testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting results to
parents, and making sure they have better options when schools are not
performing. We are making progress toward excellence for every child in
Amenca :

| increase since 2001. We're requiring higher standards. We are regularly ( Deteted: are -

But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine
the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability.
Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect

third graders to read and do math at the third grade level — and that's not . (Deleted: is

asking too much. Testing is the only way to identify and help students who
- are falling behlnd ' :

Th|s Natlon will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children
along from grade to grade without them learning the basics.. | refuse to
give up on any child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is openlng the door

- of opportunity to all of America'’s children. _
At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can
. gain the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing .



‘jobs. By all these actions, we'll help more and more Amerlcans to joinin .

“occupations require strong math and science preparation and training
. ‘beyond the high school level. So tonight | propose a series of measures
- called Jobs for the 21% Century. This program will provide extra help to
- middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math,

“expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, jnvite math [ Defeted:and ~ -
- and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-time in our - T
~ high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for

“college with demanding courses in high school. | propose increasing our -~

support for America’s fine community colleges ~s&=thsy=eantrain ... | do so
so they can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new

—| Deleted: will

the growing prosperlty of our country

“Job tralnlng is |mportant and so'is job creation.. We must contlnue to
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economlc agenda :

Congress has some unfinished busmess on the issue of taxes. The

-tax reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax
“on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be

- charged 300 dollars more in Federal taxes for every child.- Unless you act,

“small businesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act; the death tax will .~ |

eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face a tax

increase. What Congress has given, the Congress should not take away: {‘nelet‘ed:‘tne T

For the sake of job growth, the tax cuts you passed should be permanent.

- Our ‘agenda forjobs and growth must help small businessowners
and-employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect . .
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need .

“reliable supplles of energy to make our economy run—so | urge youto

pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation,

~.and -make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy: My -

~ Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for -~ :
America’s entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, and farmers - to create jobs 7| Deleted:. and to

for American workers. Younger workers should have the opportunity to-  Deleted: 's

--build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes in a-personal -

retirement account. 'We should make the Social Securlty system a source . |

“of ownershlp for the Amerlcan people

And we should. limit the. burden of government on th|s economy by ,
actlng as good stewards of taxpayers dollars.. In two weeks | W|I| send you




a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets |mportant
domestic needs while limiting the growth in dlscretionary spending to less
" than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut
wasteful spending, and be wise with the people’ S money By domg SO, we
can cut the def|C|t in half over the next five years

: L Tonlght | also ask you to reform our |mm|grat|on laws, so they reflect

. our values and benefit our economy. | propose a new temporary worker .
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our"
economy — because employers will. find needed workers in-an honest and .
- orderly system. ‘A temporary worker program will help protect our ‘
homeland — allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true -
threats to our national security. ‘| oppose amnesty, because it would -
encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break
ourlaws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path - -
for those who respect the law, while bringing m|II|ons of hardworklng men

and women out from the shadows of Amerlcan life.

v O,,urNati‘on’s health care system, like .OUr economy, is also in a time
of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives.
This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of
medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work.
together to help.control those costs and extend the benefits of modern

-  medicine throughout our country

Meetlng these goals requires bipartisan effort — and two months ago,
.. you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and addlng a prescription
- drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are glvrng

them the modern medicine they deserve

Startlng thls year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to T

receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail-

- price of most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can
get an additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors:
will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and o
. heart disease, and seniors just entermg Medlcare can receive wellness
exams. :



In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who
do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut
roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their:
Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them
best'— just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plan

that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be

able to save money tax- free for their medical expenses, in a health savmgs
account. ‘ : :

[ signed this measure proudly, and any atternpt to limit the choices of
our seniors; or to take away their prescription drug coverage under
- Medicare, will meet my veto.

‘On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that ;
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress
‘must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses

should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, so -

they can cover more workers with health-insurance — | urge you to pass .
Association Health Plans. | ask you to give lower-income. Americans a
refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic health
insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous

medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor-

patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. - And tonight | propose
“that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our
new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the ’
premiums from their taxes. :

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more
Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medicine
that makes Amerrca s health care. the best in the world. '

We are living in a time of great change — in our world in our
'economy in science and medicine. Yet some things endure —
courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respect for differences
of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change. And they are
- instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools,

C (Deleted:vand




o and relrgrous congregatlons These |nst|tut|ons — these unseen pillars of
C|V|I|zat|on — must remain strong in Amenca and we WI|| defend them.

/\
We must stand with our families to heIp them raise- healthy,

| responsible children. When it comes to helplng children make nght e B (Deleted: Andw -
ch0|ces there is work for all of us to do. , et o

One of the worst decisions our chlldren can make is to gamble thelr Sl
hves and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this
Vproblem with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug

| use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the Jast two years. Four | Deleted: p
hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than-in the: o f
year 2001. In my budget, | have proposed new funding to continue our

. .aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs
Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective part of this effort.

| So tonight I've proposed an additional 23 million dollars for schools that -

- want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. The aim here'i |s

‘not to punlsh children, but to send them this message We Iove you and

| we do notwanttoloseyou. - o o - [Deleted:gomt__. |

- “To help children make nght ch0|ces they need good examples
~Athletics play such an important role in our. society, but, unfortunately,
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use .
'of performance-enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football,-and
other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are
shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more important than
character. So tonight | call on team owners, union representatives,

- coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the rlght S|gnal to get tough
and to get rid of steroids now. : . ‘ . :

To encourage rlght choices, we must be W|II|ng to confront the ‘

| dangers young people face — even when they're difficult to talk about. - (Deleted: are
" Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted - :
“diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever
.. becoming parents. In my budget, | propose a grassroots campaign to help.
inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding
for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence
- for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexuaIIy transmitted

diseases. Decisions children now make can affect their health and -~ " (Deteted: now ,
-character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools, @g, - ' '




government - must work together to counter the negatlve influence of the
vculture and to send the right messages. to our chlldren

A strong America must aIso value the |nst|tut|on of marnage |-
believe we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one
of the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress’
"has -already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage
- Act, signed-in 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage.

one state may not redefine marriage for other states. Activist Judges .

~ however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard. for“ il
~the will of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of

such great consequence, the people s voice must be heard. ‘If judges insist ~ -

on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people the only alternative left to the:. |

people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the

sanctlty of marriage.

" [ under Federal law as a union of a man and a woman, and declares that | peleted: the

The outcome of this debate is important — and sois the way we
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches
: that each |ndrV|dual has dignity and vaIue in God S S|ght

. It_s, also important to strengthen»our communltles by unleashing the - [ eleted: is
compassion of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every =~
creed are doing some of the most vital work in.our country — mentoring :
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government
- has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just
.| because they have a cross or a Star of David or a_ crescent on the wall. By
. Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to
* competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codify -
this:into law, so people of faith can know that the law will never dlscnmlnate e
agalnst them again. : i

’; I Inthe past, we have worked together to brlng mentors to chlldren of Deleted:the .. . .

prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the o

~ homeless. Tonight | ask you to consider another group of Americans in

' need of help. - This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from -
prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they cant

| find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit crime, ( Deleted: more

and return to prison. So tonight, | propose a four-year, 300 million doIIar s‘f'ifv!it Deleted: s
Pnsoner Re Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement serwces ' -



o to provid'e transitional housing, and to help newly released prisoners get

"mentoring, including from faith-based groups. America is the land of
| second.chance — and when the gates of the prlson open the path ahead
should lead to a better life.

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not
- ask for, and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown

| what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In - .

challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring ofa free people. In
victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. ‘And
having come this far, we sense that we live in a-time set apart. B

: I S Ave been witness to the character of the Qeogle of America, who have

shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and
toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partners in.a great
) enterprlse And even some of the youngest understand that we are living -
"in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a
letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If there is anything you know, |
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone please send me a letter and
tell me what | can do to save our country.” ‘She added this P.S.: “If you.

y’ou i

Tonlght Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed

And yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listento.
your mom or dad, help someone in need; and when you and your friends’
“see-a man or woman in uniform, say “thank you.” And, Ashley, while you

do your part, all of us here in this great chamber WI|| do our best to keep

- you and the rest of America safe and free.

My fe||ow citizens, we now move fonNard wrth confldence and faith:

Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because. |t‘ '

is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is

- unmistakable — and it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can.
trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all

' that i‘s to come, we can know that His purposes are just and true.

|~ May God continue to bless America.

,{

can send a letter to the troops ... please put, ‘Ashley Pearson belleves |n e
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Mr. Speaker Vice President Cheney, Members of Congres
dlstrngwshed guests and fellow crtrzens

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsrbrlmes And
~weare rrsrng to meet them. :

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amerlcan servroemen_ -
and-women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By brrnglng A
hope to the oppressed, and delivering Justlce to the violent, they are -
maklng Amerlca more secure. -

Each day, law enforcement personnel and lntelllgenoe offloers are
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the
men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolllng
our coasts and borders. And their vrgllance IS protectlng Amerlca

Amerrcans are provmg once again to be the hardest workrng pe'ople '.
in the world." The American economy is growing stronger. The tax relief
you passed is worklng

Tonlght Members of Congress can take pride in the great works of
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought ImpOSSIble You're-are
raising the standards foref our public schools; and you are giving our senior

~ citizens prescription drug coverage under Medicare.

- We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a _
~choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn
back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw -
. regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and
| reforms in education and Medicare - - Or we can turn back to the-old policies
and old d|V|S|ons -

- We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war —
only to falter and-leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the
| tasks of history, and they expect the same fromef us. In their efforts, their
enterprise, and their character, the American people are showrng that the
state of our Union is confldent and strong

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the Amerrcan
| people Twenty-eight months have passed since September the 11th 2001

v




— over two years W|thout an attack on American soil — and it is tempting to -
believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, |
‘comforting —and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta,

Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The

terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world. And by

our WI|| and courage, this danger will be defeated. '

| Insxde the United States, where the war began, we must continue to

| give our homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they
- need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act,

which allows Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track -
~ terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seize their asséts. For years, we
have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If
these methods are good for huntlng crlmlna|s they are even more :
ions of the PATRIOT Act are set -
e terrorist threat will not -
explre on that schedu - ' rcement needs this vital legislation to

protect our citizens — you need to renew the PATRIOT Act.

America is on the offensive agamst‘;the terronsts who started this war.
| Last March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September the
"~ 11™ awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities.
Last August the 11" brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was
a key player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We're
are tracking al-Qaida around the world — and nearly two-thirds of their
known leaders have now been captured or killed." Thousands of very
| skilled and determined military personnel are on athe manhunt, going after
the remaining killers who hide in cities and caves — and, one by one, we will
| bring these terrorists to justice. - =

As pa_rt of the offensive against terror',; we are also confronting the:

regimes that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with
“nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies

- are determined' We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger.

~ The first to see our determination were the Tallban who made e
Afghanistan the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month, -
“that country has a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full .
participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are
being establlshed and the boys and girls of Afghanistan are back in school.' :




With the help from the new Afghan Army, our coalition is leading
aggressive raids against the surviving members of the Taliban and al-
Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is -
free, and proud, and fighting terror — and America is honored to be thelr
friend. : :

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United
States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the
demands of the Unlted Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and

‘the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a
remnant of violent Saddam supporters. Men who ran away from our troops.
~in battle are now dispersed and attack from the shadows.

These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing
danger. Yet we're-are making progress against them. The once all-
powerful ruler of lraq was found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of
the top 55 officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our
forces are on the offensive, leading over 1,600 patrols a day, and
conducting an average of 180 raids every-a week. We are dealing with
these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussem s evil
regime.

The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. And America
has always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January,
Irag’s only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is
working with the lragi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of
rights. We're-are working with Iraqgis and the United Nations to prepare for
a transition to full Iragi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy
takes hold in Iraqg, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to
spread violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country
- and our friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated
by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi people will live in

freedom '

Month by month, Iragis are assuming more responsibility for their own
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one
of Irag’s most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi ’
Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the
Iraq| people as you build a free and peaceful nation.



Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing

for the better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to

- disclose and dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction
programs, including a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons.
Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his country would be better off, and
far more secure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense
negotiations involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded with
Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reason is
clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be credible —and no one

* can now doubt the word of America.

Dn‘ferent threats require different strategles Along with natlons in the
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program.
America and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its
commitments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to
keeping the world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the

| we#d—emost dangerous regimes.

| When | came to this rostrum on September the 20th 2001, | brought
‘the police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a
task that does not end. 1 gave to you and to all Americans my complete

- commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this
pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have
provided the resources for our defense, and cast the difficult votes of war
and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering. America’s
intelligence personnel and dlplomats have been skilled and tireless.

And the men and women of the Amencan mllltary ~ they have taken
| the hardest duty. We've-have seen their skill and their courage in armored
charges, and midnight raids, and Ionely hours on faithful watch. We have
seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I've
have had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts,
from the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many

of our troops are listening tonight. And | want you and your families to -
know: America is proud of you. And my Administration, and this Congress,
~will give you the resources you need to fight and win the war on terror.

_ '} know that some people question if America is really in a war at all.
They view terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with
law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first




| attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, and tried, and convicted,
and sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still
tramlng and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans.
‘| After the chaos and carnage of September the 11", it is not enough to
serve our enemies with legal papers. The terrorlsts and their supporters .
declared war on the United States - and war is what they got.

~ Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the
I|berat|on of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives.
- But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein
| in power. We're-are seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report

identified dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities B

and significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction -
programs would continue to this day. ‘Had we failed to act, Security Council
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world.
Iraqg’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims - terrified and
innocent. The killing fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands of men,
‘| and women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known

only to the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world W|thout
- Saddam Hussein'’s regime is a better and safer place.

Some critics have, said our duties in Irag must be internationalized. -
This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain,
‘Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands,
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed
~ troops to Irag. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital
contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From
| the beginning, America has sought international support for our operations
“in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There is a
difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and
submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permlssmn
| slip to defend the securlty of our peeple ountry. ‘

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater
Middle East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending,
to assume that whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with
| liberty and self-government. | believe that God has planted in every human




heart the deSIre to live in freedom And even when that desire is crushed
by tyranny for decades, it will rise again..

"As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, and despair, .
and anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten
the safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the
enemies of reform, confrgqt the allies of terror, and expect a higher
standard from our frien
propaganda, the Voice of America and- other broadcast services are .
expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon, a new |

television service will begin providing reliable news and information across - ~

the region. | will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National
Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development
of free elections, and free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the
Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy i in
Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others and
heIp transform a troubled part of the world :

Amerlca is a Nation with a mission — and that mission comes from our
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate; no ambitions of

empire. Our aimis a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the dlgnlty
~and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with
~ friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special calling: This

great Republic will lead the cause of freedom.

In these last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundarnental_ -
- strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession,

and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. -
And because you acted to stimulate our economy wnth tax relief, thls
economy is strong, and growing stronger. - |

| ‘You have do_ubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, -
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses,

‘and you have lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.

Arnericans took those dollars and put' them to work, driving this

~economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of |
- 2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the |




‘highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever.
Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. - Interest rates are low. .
Exports are growung Productlwty is high. And JObS are on the rise.

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their |
“money far better than government would have — and you were rlght to
return it. :

, ‘America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As
‘technology transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes
more productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will
be found in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we
must respond by helping more Amerlcans gain the sk|IIs to flnd good JObS in
~.our new economy : , :

All sk|IIs begin with the basics of reading and math, which are
suppos‘ed to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long,
. for too many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No

“ Child Left Behind Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of
| our country. We're-are providing more funding for our schools —a 36
percent increase since 2001. We're-are requiring higher standards. We
are regularly testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting
results to parents, and making sure they have better options when schools
are not performing. We are makmg progress toward excellence for every
Uchlld in America. \

) But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine
- the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability.
- Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect
third graders to read and do math at the third grade level — and that’s-is not .
asking too much. Testing is the onIy way to |dent|fy and help students who
are faII|ng behmd

Th|s Natlon will not go back to the days of SImpIy shuffllng children
along from grade to grade without them learning the basics. | refuse to
- give up onany child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door
~of opportunlty to all of America’s chuldren

At the same tlme we must ensure that older students and adults can
- gain the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest growmg '
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occupatlons require strong math and science preparatron and trarnrng
~ beyond the high school level. So tonight | propose a series of measures -
~ called Jobs for the 21% Century. This program will provide extra help to.
middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, A
- | expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, and-invite -
math and science professionals from the prlvate sector to teach part-time in
our high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for
- college with demanding courses in high school. | propose increasing our
support for America’s fine community colleges, so they can train_... | do so
so they can train'workers for the industries that are creating the most new
_jobs. By all these actions, we’ll-wil help more and more Americans to Jom
~in the growrng prosperlty of our country : :

Job trarnlng is important, and so is jOb creatron We must contlnue to
pursue an aggressnve pro growth economic agenda. ‘ ‘

| tax eductions you passed are set to explre Unless you agk

act . uypless vou ad) the unfair tax on marriage will go batk Up==ses
- you act, millions of families will be charged 300 dollars more in Federal
taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will pay higher
taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life.
| Unless you act, Americans face a tax increase. What the-Congress has
~given, the Congress should not take away: For the sake of jOb growth the

tax cuts you passed should be permanent ,

\ - L .

~ Our agenda for jobs and g_rowth must help small business owners
and employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and busmesses need
reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run —so | urge you to
- pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation,
and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy. My -~
Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for
America’s entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, and farmers —to —and-to
create jobs for American’s workers. Younger workers should have the
opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes
“in a personal retirement account. We should make the Social Security
system a source of ownership for the American people. | .




- And we should limi Il.ﬁ!«&“-ﬂmi he burden of government
on this economy by acting as good stewards of taxpayers’ dollars. Intwo
~weeks, | will send you a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland,
and meets important domestic needs, while limiting the growth in
discretionary spending to less than four percent. This will require that
Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be wise with the ,
people’s money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in half over the next B
flve years. 8

Tonrght | also ask you to reform our |mm|grat|on laws, so they reflect
our values and benefit our economy. | propose a new temporary worker
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our
economy — because employers will find needed workers in an honest and
orderly system. A temporary worker program will help protect our
homeland — allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true
~ threats to our national security. | oppose amnesty, because it would |
“encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break

our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path
for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworklng men
" and women out from the shadows of Amerrcan life. - - '

Our Nation’s health care system, like our eco.nomy,ﬂ is also in‘atime
of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives.

This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of " |

medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work
~ together to help control those costs and extend the benefrts of modern
medicine throughout our country. :

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort — and two months ago,
you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription:
drug beneéfit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving -

‘ them the modern medlcme they deserve ~

Startmg this year, under the Iaw you passed seniors can choose to
receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retarl |
price of most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can .
get an additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors
will have new coverage for prevent|ve screenings against diabetes and




: heart disease, and seniors just enterrng Medicare can recelve wellness
exams. : -

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrlptlon drug coverage under
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who
do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut

.roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their -
Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them.
best — just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plan
that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be
able to save: money tax-free for thelr medrcal expenses, in a health savings
account -

| signed thls measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of
our seniors, or to take away their prescrlptlon drug coverage under
Medicare, wrll meet my veto :

On the crltlcal issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses

~should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, so
they can cover more workers with health insurance — | urge you to pass
.Association Health Plans. | ask you to give lower-income Americans a

* refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic health:
insurance. By computerlzrng health records, we can avoid dangerous
medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor-
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight | propose

" that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our
new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the
premiums from their taxes. :

‘A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By
keeping costs-under control, expanding access, and helping more -
- Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of prlvate medrcme
- that makes America’s health care the best in the world.

We are living in a time of great change in our world, in our
| economy, and-in science and medicine. Yet some things endure —




“courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respect for differences
of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change. And they are
instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools,

| and religious congregations. These institutions — these unseen pillars of -
civilization — must remain strong in America, and we will defend them.

ch0|ces there is work for all of us to do.

One of the worst decisions our children ¢e
lives and futures on drugs. Our governme '
problem, with aggressive education, trez -

| use in high school has declined by 11 gercent”

aggressive, communlty based' stra egy to reduce demand for 1|Iegal drugs.
Drug testin r ; our ssools has proven to be an effective part of this effort.

| So tonigh oposgd jan additional 23 million dollars for schools that want
to use drugfesting a¥ a tool to save children’s lives. The aim here is not to
punish children, but to send them this message: We love you and wedo
not . dentwant to Iose you - :

To help children make rlght choices, they need good examples
Athletics play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately,
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use
~ of performance-enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball football, and
other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are
- shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more important than
character. So tonight | call on team owners, union representatives,
coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right S|gnal to get tough
and to get rid of stermds now. :

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the
| dangers young people face — even when they’re-are difficult to talk about.
Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted
~diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever
becoming parents. In my budget, | propose a grassroots campaign to help
~inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding
- for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence -



for young people is the only-certain way to avoid sexually transmitted _
“diseases. Decisions children now make new-can affect their health and
“character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools, and
‘government — must work together to counter the negative influence of the
culture, and to send the right messages to our chlldren

A strong America must also value the |nst|tut|on of marriage. |
believe we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one
- -of the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress
- has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage.

~ Act; signed in 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage .

l under Federal law as athe union of a man and a woman, and declares t’hat
one state may not redefine marriage for other states. Activist judges,
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for
the will of the people and their elected representatives. .On an issue of "

- such great consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. If judges insist
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the
people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the
sanctity of marriage. ‘

‘The outcome of this debate is important — and so is the'Way we
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches
that each individual has dlgmty and vaIue in God’s sight.

| It s-s also important to strengthen our commumtles by unIeashlng the
compassion of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every
creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentoring - =
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government-

" has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just

| because they have a cross or a Star of David or a_ crescent on the wall. By
‘Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to
competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codlfy L
this into law, so people of faith can know that the law will never discriminate

~ against them again. :

| In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to the-children
of prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the
homeless. Tonight | ask you to consider another group of Americans in
need of help. This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from
prlson back into society. We know from Iong experlence that |f they can't




find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more
crimes and return to prison. So tonight, | propose a four-year, 300 million
dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement |
services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released

prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. Americaisthe

land of the-second chance — and when the gates of the prlson open the
path ahead should lead to a better life. . :

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we dld not
ask for, and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown
what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we have found the grace to go on. In
challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring of a free people. In
victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And
having come this far, we sense that we live in a time set apart.

I've -have-been a-witness to the character of the people of American
people, who have shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one
another, and toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partners in a
‘great enterprise. And even some of the youngest understand that we are’
living in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me
a letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If there is anything you know, |
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a letter and
tell me what | can do to save our country.” She added this P.S.: “Ifyou
can send a letter to the troops ... please put, ‘Ashley Pearson believes in

‘you.

- Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed.
And yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listento
your mom andor dad, help someone in need, and when you and your
friends see a man or woman in uniform, say “thank you.” And_Ashley,
“while you do your part, all of us here in this great chamber will do our best
to keep you and the rest of America safe and free.

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith. =~ -
Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it -
is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is
unmistakable — and it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can
~trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. Andinall
that is to come, we can know that His purposes are just and true. ‘




May God continue to bless the-United-States-of-America. Thankyou:
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