


At the Olympic Games in Helsinki (1952) and Melbourne (1956), Patricia McCormick became
the only female diver in history to win four Olympic gold medals. McCormick has been matched
only by the gold medals won by male diver, Greg Louganis. As a female during the 1950s,
Patricia McCormick’s accomplishments in springboard and platform diving were unequaled.

Rafer Johnson became a gold medallist in the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. He competed in
the decathlon, setting an Olympic record in the sport. As an African American, Johnson
overcame a childhood atmosphere of segregation, discrimination and poverty to persevere in
track and field at the Olympic level.

Between the 1984 Los Angeles and 1992 Barcelona Olympics, Pablo Morales came to be known
as the ‘Comeback Kid.” After winning two silver and one gold medal at the Los Angeles games,
this Cuban American went on to become the oldest Olympic gold medallist in swimming during
the Barcelona Olympics after a hiatus from the sport. In the swimming community he is admired
for his sportsmanship and ability to be a team player in such an individual sport.

Mr. President, we would appreciate your thoughtful consideration of this request, and we stand
ready to discuss it with you or your staff at anytime.
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