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P2 Relatmg to-the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]
P3 Reléase would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

. P4 Release would disclosé trade secrets or confidential commerclal or .

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]
--P5 Release would disclose confidential advise: between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]
P6 Release would constitute a-clearly unwarranted i invasion of *
personal prlvacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

PRM. Personal record mlsfle defined in-accordance wrth 44 U S.C.
- 2201(3) :

o Deed of Gift R‘estrictions

A. Closed by Executlve Order 13526 govermng access to natlonal
security information.

. B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document.

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contalned in donor's deed
of gift. i

B RESTRICTION CODES

.. Freedom of Information Act [5 U.s. C 552(b)]

-b(1) National secunty classnﬁed mformatlon [(b)(l) of the. FOIA]
b(2) Release would disclose.internal personnel rules and practlces of .
" an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] .
. b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
* b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets-or conﬁdentlal or ﬁnanclal
_information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] ]
" 'b(6) Release would constitute a cléarly unwarranted invasion of '
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] ’
-~ b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the: FOIA}
b(8) Release wouild disclose information concernmg the regulatlon of
‘financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] )
“b(9) Release.would disclose geological or geophysical mformatlon )
concernlng wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] )
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I
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT .

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C.. 20503 - -

THE DIRECTOR ‘ August 23,2006 -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Rob Portman Q‘,[/ ﬁd’

SUBJECT: Proposed Memorandum entitled “The Future of Amer1ca S Natronal
Parks” ' :

SUMMARY: This memorandum forwards for your consideration a- proposed

- memorandum that was prepared by the Department of the Interior. The proposed

memorandum would direct the Secretary of the Interior to take certain actions in
connection with preserv1ng our national parks.

BACKGROUND: In‘a message honoring the National Park Serv1ce S G\IPS) 9™
anniversary, you have called on the NPS and all Americans to work cooperatively so that
the enjoyment and preservatlon of our national parks can endure for the next 100 years
and beyond

. During the next decade, leading up to its centennial celebration, the NPS should
contmue its legacy of combining ph11anthropy, partnership, and government investment

10 preserve the v1ta11ty of our national parks

To that end, the proposed memorandum would direct the Secretary of the Interror
(Secretary) to establish specific performance goals for our national parks that, when

‘achieved, would prepare them for another century of conservation, preservation, and
: enjoyment These goals should. integrate the NPS’s assessments of the past five years

used in monitoring natural resources and improving the condition of park facilities. The

~ proposed memorandum would direct the Secretary to consult with the Director of the

Office and Management and Budget and the Chairman of the Council on Environmental
Quality as appropriate in implementing the memorandum. It would also direct the
Secretary to report to you by May 31, 2007, the results’ of the 1mp1ementatlon of the
memorandum

' VIEWS OF AFFECTED AGENCIES AND STAFF: The followmg executive
departments agencies, and offices do not object to the proposed memorandum: (a) the
Departments of Justice, the Interior, EPA, and Agriculture; (b) the EOP Offices of the
Chief of Staff, Communications and Speechwri'ting, Cabinet Affairs, Strategic Initiatives,
Presidential Personnel, Intergovernmental Affairs, White House Counsel, and CEA,

NSC, OSTP, CEQ, USTR, ONDCP, and OA; and (¢) the Office of the Vice President.




T S e RECOMMENDATIONI]OInthe Secret?irs?'i‘bf theInterlorlnrecommendlng
o0 yousignthe proposed memorandum, . . et L e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 24, 2006

‘MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR .

’SUBJECT:- . The Future of Amerlca s Natlonal Parks’

In honorlng its 90th annlversary, ‘I have called on the Natlonal
Park Service, ~and every American, to continue the cooperation - -
necessary for our vibrant natlonal parks to endure for the'
next 100 years and beyond

Over’the past 5'years " the Natlonal Park Serv1ce has bullt a o
strong, foundatlon for the future, with 6,000 park 1mprovements
completed or underway ‘We should further enhance our national
parks during the decade leadlng up to the 2016 centennlal
»celebratlon '

“Therefore, I dlrect you to establlsh spec1f1c performance goals ,
for our national parks that, ' when achieved, w1ll help prepare them‘
for another century of conservation, preservation, and. enjoyment
These goals should 1ntegrate the assessments of the past ‘5 years_
“used in- monitoring natural resources and 1mprov1ng the condition
of park facilities. You.are to identify signature prOJects and

. programs: that are consistent with these goals and that continue
the National Park Service legacy of leveraglng phllanthroplc
‘partnershlp, and government 1nvestments for the benefit. of

national parks and thelr v1s1tors ‘ ‘ '

You are dlrected to consult w1th the Dlrector of the Offlce

of Management and-Budget and the Chairman of the Council on
Env1ronmental Quality as appropriate 1n implementing this
memorandum. . - I encourage you to invite and. receive sugﬂestlons
from those who desire to preserve the scenic, cultural
historical, geological, and recreational values of our
natlonal parks. ‘ : '

You are to report the results of the 1mplementatlon of thlS
memorandum to me by May 31 2007.
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McCathran Wllllam W.

From: - ‘ Thomas I, Edwm R.
Sent: . ~ Thursday, August 24, 2006 10:39 AM

To: ,'Evans Wanda M.; Kalbaugh, David E.; McCathran, W|II|amW Saunders G. Tlmothy, o
T - Williams, Sherman A. A ’

Subject » .NPS Release ,
' Attachments 2006nps mem.rel.doc

" Park service memo release attached. Release date is TOMORROW and to be heId until then Check W|th Clerk
with any questlons

8/24/2006




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON ‘

August 23,2006.

I 'send greetings to those celebratmg the 90th anmversary of the
Natlonal Park Servrcc » :

Americans take great pride in our country s natural and hlstorlc
treasures, and the Natlonal Park Service plays an important role in
ensuring-our rich heritage it Rreserved and enjoyed for generations
to come. Since its establlshment in 1916, the National Park Service
has grown to include almost 400 sites; with parks in nearly-every
~state. These parks protect beautlful landscapes tell important stories
about our country's past, and encourage our citizens to conserve

our natural envrronment and celebrate our natronal hlstory

I apprecnate the volunteers and employe\es of the National Park Service

who dedicate their time and talents to mamtammg and enhancing our

- National Parks. Your efforts help advance énvrronmental stewardship, -

- promote outdoor recreation, and preserve ourhatlonal memory.

\

© Laura and Isend our best wishes on thls special oc\casion-.




' T|m .

Cleridenin, Barry T.; Artken Steven D:; Goon Juhe L.; McM|II|n StephenS (WHO), Das H|mamauI| Hennessey

L bagetors A

Saunders G T|mothy

-?i_Fr_om.fii Ree_ a McGavock D ,
" Sent: . Thursday, August 17,2006 11: 30 AM
' Tor ‘t ‘Saunders G. Timothy

e Subject FW Heads Up - L|st of EOs that are be|ng proposed/wm be processed in- the next several weeks “
(Several are "CIose HoId“) i o - e

For next week and the week after

‘ 1 Health Care EO to be srgned at an event in Mlnneapolrs Mrnnesota on Tuesday August 22 2006 - The goal s
s, to get the Health Care EQ'into WH Senior Stafﬂng by cob; tomorrow Frlday, August 18 2006 LN R

‘2 NPS Memo and Message THE NPS memo is to be S|gned on next Frrday, August 25 2006 - The goaI erI i
o ,be get the Memo 'in. WH Senlor Stafflng by Wednesday mornlng August 23 2006 e

, “:-3 HSC Dlsaster ASS|stance Memo The Memo is to be S|gned on Tuesday August 29th o The goaI |s to get the-__‘:j;"- .
. Memo |nto WH Senlor Stafffrng by Frlday August 29 2006 P EE " R

i _';From Saunders G Tlmothy .
. Sent: “Thursday, August 17 2006 9: 31 AM
. To: Reed, McGavock D. : ’ R AR . RE : ST
- Subject: RE: Heads Up -= LISt of EOs that are belng proposed/W|II be processed in the next several weeks T

S «'(Several are "CIose HoId") > T L R

. Hey Mac

‘ ;":ICould you prov1de an update of 1tems you re aware of w1th status and deadhnes’7

Many thanks
" .. G Timothy Saunders
s WA H Executtve Clerk

‘ :From Reed McGavockD :
. Sent: Monday, August 14, 20063 08 PM JEEL SR SR
" Tor ‘Yanes, Raul F.; Rosen, Jeffrey A.; Saunders G Trmothy, 'Jeremy Kernodle@ustJ gov , W o
. Cer'Bowman, ThomasA DeVuono, Amandd; Luczynskl Kimberley S:; Kalbaugh, David E.; Thomas III Edme,,
" 'Steve. Lehotsky@ustJ gov' 'Rosemary. Hart@ustJ gov';Irwin, Janet E:; Dempsey, DonaId A Bopp, Mlchael D.;
- Bowab, Joseph W:; Anderson ‘David R.; Levin, Yuval; Drummond Mlchael Baker, GreyD Baker Stuart G.;

- Keith;. Lim, Evelyn - B
7 Subject: Heads Up <= List of EOs that are belng proposed/wnl be processed |n the next several weeks (Several AL S
C0oare "CIose Hold“) : . , _ g S . o ,

‘ »:';H-Raul Jeff Tlm and Jeremy,.

L Heads Up -5 BeIow is the I|st of EOs that w1II be processed/are belng proposed for processmg in the next
S 'several weeks ‘We have recewed and are processmg the flrst four ’ . R

g 7/.200'6;'




' MEMORANDUM FORTHE SECRETARYOF "HE INTERIOR: -

| The Future of America's National Parks '

“In’ honorlng 1tsf9Oth annlvers ry,.I have‘called on the Natl nal
' Park Service,’ and every: Amerlcan,rto oontlnue ‘the- cooperatkon a
f\fnecessary for ‘our : v1brant nat1_‘al pa"ks to endure for tk
ﬁ'*next lOO years and beyond ' e oo i

:%Over the past 5 years,‘the Natlonalrpa;k Serv1o_“ , A
~fstrong foundatlon for the future, with: 1000 park 1mprovementSv’~”v
ﬁcompleted or underway We should further enhance our:natlonal“

»fpartnershlp, and government 1nves,ments for;the‘beneflt of
anatlonal parks and thelr v181t" : ; g

I from those who de81re to preserye the: scenlc, cultby;~””‘
;;hlstorlcal geologlcal and reorea ;onal values of our, @*
-“natlonal parks . B T , BT

VT%memorandum to me by May 31 2007




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON -

_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

; SUBJECT:y ' The’Future_of America's National Parks .

In honoring its 90th anniversary, I have called on\thefNational-
‘Park Service, and every American, to continue the'cooperatlon
‘necessary. for our vibrant natlonal parks to endure for the
- next 1OO years and beyond

. Over the past 5 years, the Natlonal Park Service has bullt a -
strong foundation for the future, with 6,000 park improvements
completed or underway ‘We should further enhance: our national
- parks during the decade 1ead1ng up to the 2016 centenn1a1
celebratlon ‘ :

Therefore, I d1rect you -to establlsh specific performance goals
for our natlonal parks that,. when achieved, will help prepare - them
for another century of conservatlon preservatlon,.and enjoyment
"These goals should integrate the* assessments of the past 5 years
‘used in monitoring natural resources and improving the condition
of park facilities. You are to. identify signature. projects and-

- programs that are}con81stent with these goals and that continue
the National'Park Service legacy of leveraging philanthropic, .
partnership; ‘and government 1nvestments for the beneflt of
natlonal parks and  their visitors.

You are directed to consult with the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget and the Chairman of the Counc11 on
Environmental Quallty as appropriate in implementing this
memorandum. I encourage you to 1nv1te and receive suggestlons
from those who desire to preserve the scen1c cultural,
historical, geologlcal ahd recreational values of dur
natlonal parks. : L : -

You are to report the results of the- 1mp1ementatlon of thlS
memorandum to me by May 31, 2007.




" 'Draft 8/23/06

A '11:00 a.m.
| B MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
Lo o3
, / | SUBJECT "@ lilt-ure of Amen‘c\adslljatronal Parks

A4 In hononng its 90th’ anmversary, I called on the Natlonal Park Serv1ce and every _
American, to continue the cooperation necessary for our v1brant natlonal parks to endure
for the next 100 years and beyond : -

/ Over the past fwe years, the National Park Service has built a strong foundation for the
future, with 6,000 park improvements completed or underway. We should further
’)", enhance, natlonal parks during the decade leadlng up to the 2016 centennial celebratron
R ) \
Therefore, I direct you to estabhsh speclﬁc performance goals for our national parks that
--when achieved, will help prepare them for another century of conservation eservation,
and enjoyment. These goals should 1ntegrate the assessments of the past ﬁag; ears g’sed
* in monitoring natural resources and improving the condition of park facilities. += 1OV NL h
' v _adglt_r_gn,please identify signature projects and _programs that are consistent with these
' ~ goals and that continue the National Park Service legacy of leveragmg phrlanthroprc
7 partnership and government 1nvestments for the beneﬁt of. natlonal parks and therr

visitors.
' 04 a,e, Jlf‘okJA )
Z.Iaaoe consult with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the .
- Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality as appropriate in implementing t this -
memorandum I encourage you to invite and receive suggestions from those who desrre
.7 topreserve the scenic, cultural, hlstoncal geologrcal and recreatlonal values ofour = -
nat1onal parks :
Yov ere+e
/ B]aase report the results of the 1mplementatlon of th1s memorandum t May 31
£2007..

/W




e ,connectlon w1th preservmg the V1ta11ty of our nat10na1 parks

S0 August23,2006 . -

_,i”l'MEMQRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT A

}»FROM " o Robert Portman jd“‘ o

o SUBJECT Proposed Memorandum ent1t1ed “The Future of Amer1ca s Natlonal "l'”v?; o

S 'j- SUMMARY Th1s memorandum forwards for your con51deratlon a proposed
o »"‘memorandum that was prepared by the Department of the Interior.- The proposed,
'memorandum would direct the Secretary of the' Intenor to, take certam actlons m

. BACKGROUND In a proclamatlon honormg the Natlonal Park Serv1ce s (NPS)

- ‘90th annlversary, you have called on the NPS and all Amencans to work cooperatlvely SO -
" that the enJoyment and preservatlon of our nat10na1 parks can endure for the next 100
3;~years and beyond : S : AT e o

Durmg the next decade 1ead1ng up to 1ts centenn1a1 celebratlon the NPS should, P

e cont1nue its legacy of comblnlng phllanthropy, partnershlp, and government 1nvestment

L oto preserve the V1ta11ty of our nat10na1 parks S

T ‘ T(Secretary) totestabhsh specific performance goals for our national parks that ‘when . £
" +achieved, would prepare them for another: century of conservatlon preservatlon and

To that end the proposed memorandum would d1rect the Secretary of the Interlor o i G

S ‘l"enjoyment These goals should integrate the NPS’s assessments of the past five years x E

R -proposed memorandum would d1rect the Secretary to consult with: the Dlrector ofthe:

o usedin monjtoring natural resources and improving the condltlon of park. fac111t1es The: e

.-+ Office of Management and Budget and the Chairman of the Council on Env1ronmenta1
S C;Quahty as’ approprlate in 1mp1ement1ng the memorandum It would also direct the’. .
’ O .‘Secretary to. report to you by May 31 2007 the results of the 1mp1ementatlon of the g

R memorandum

5 -VIEWS OF AFFECTED AGENCIES AND STAFF The followmg executlve =t

‘departments agenc1es -and ofﬁces do not obJect to the proposed memorandurm: - (a) the

fte Departments of Justice, the Interior, EPA, and Agriculture; (b) the EOP-Offices of thie~

: -Ch1ef of Staff, Commumcatlons and Speechwntmg, Cabinet Affairs, Strateglc In1t1at1ves L

" Pre51dent1a1 Personnel Intergovernmental Affairs, White House Counsel and CEA;

v _NSC OSTP CEQ USTR ONDCP and OA and (c) the Ofﬁce ofthe Vlce Pre51dent




RECOMMENDATION I join the Secretary of the Intenor in’ recommendmg that
you si gn the proposed memorandum b

Attachments




- MEMORANDUMFOR THE DLREC;TOR.:-;& .

FROM - effrey A Rosen

' General Counsel
S,UB.TECT: -- Proposed Memorandum ent1t1ed “The Future of Amer1ca s Nat10na1 R

g Parks” S e

o Purpos The proposed memorandum would d1rect the Secretary of the Intenor toj; ek
e Jtake certam actlons in connectlon wrth preserv1ng the V1ta11ty of our nat10na1 parks

Actlon Forcmg Event The Secretary of the Intenor 1s requestlng that the :

S v'fPres1dent sign the proposed:memorandum as soon as poss1b1e in connectlon w1th the 90th st D

S L anmversary of the Nat10na1 Park Serv1ce on Fnday, August 25 2006

Dlscussmn In a proclamatron honor1ng the Nat10na1 Park Servrce s (NPS) 90th

o ann1versary, you have called- on the NPS and all Amencans to work cooperatrvely SO that

S _and beyond

o "the enJoyment and preservatlon of our natlonal parks can endure for the next 100 years o

. Durrng the next decade 1ead1ng up to its. centenn1a1 celebratlon the NPS should R
b contmue its. legacy of combining ph11anthropy, partnershlp and government 1nvestment to B
g ',’preserve the V1ta11ty of our natlonal parks ;_;_,';‘:*.- G : :

S, To that end the proposed memorandum Would d1rect the Secretary of the Intenor
- (Secretary) to establish spec1ﬁc performance goals for our national parks that, When
" achieved; ‘would prepare them for another century of conservatlon preservatlon and

: ’venJoyment These goals would 1ntegrate the. NPS’s. assessments of the: past five years

used in mon1tor1ng natural resources and i 1mprov1ng the condltlon of park fac111t1es The

o Aproposed mémoranduin Would direct the Secretary to consult w1th the Dlrector of the -

Office of Management and Budget and the ‘Chaitman of the Council on Env1ronmenta1

L {Quahty as. appropnate an 1mp1ement1ng the memorandum 1t would direct the Secretary

L - Justice, ‘the.Interior, EPA, and Agnculture (b).the EOP Offices of the Chief of Staff,

- to report to you by May 31, 2007 the results of the 1mp1ementat10n of the memorandum

: Vlews of' Affected Agencres and Staff The followmg execut1ve departments
' ’”‘agencres and offices do not object to the proposed memorandum (@) the Departments of

S 'Communlcatlons and Speechwntlng, Cabinet Affa1rs Strateglc Initiatives, Presrdentlal

L ']Personnel Intergovernmental Affairs, White. House Counsel, and CEA, NSC OSTP
' _"'CEQ USTR ONDCP and OA; and (c) the Ofﬁce of the V1ce Pres1den ,:‘5




N Recommendatlon Slgn the Memorandum for the Premdent and forward it and the
.proposed memorandum to the Pres1dent - : : S e

. __,”Attachments T
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B To: Bowman ThomasA DeVuono Amanda

: ,.fchCathran W||I|am W

; "_,'F:rom., Bowman ThomasA , e
~Sent: ”Wednesday, August 23, 2006 10: 59 AM
" Toi  Reed, McGavock D.; DeVuono, Amanda

i Cc Rosen JeffreyA Luczynskr KlmberleyS Anderson Dav1d R: 'Rosemary Hart@usdoj gov
Lo McCathran ‘William W,; 'Brian. Waidmann@ios.doi. gov'; Crutchfreld JC; Farrweather RobertS
v Wessel Caro|S AItoft LorsE Carroll, Cartton F Irwm JanetE T

- ,"S'vulb'ject RE Request WH Senlor Staffrng of the Department of the Intenors proposed Memorandum entrtled :
R T -"The Future, ofAmencas Natronal Parks" P TANEE i . o S

Ly .

"‘From Reed McGavockD , O
' . Sent: Wednesday, August 23 2006 10 59 AM

‘Cc Rosen; JeffreyA Luczynskl KlmberleyS Anderson Davrd R Rosemary Hart@ustJ gov McCathran
' ;WlllramW 'Brian Wa|dmann@|os do| gov; Crutchfreld JC Farrweather, RobertS Wessel CaroIS Altof‘t Lo

.. E;Carroll; Carlton F.; Irwin, Janet E. - . A,
A gSubJect Request WH Senior Staffng of the Department of the Interlors proposed Memorandum entltled "The PR

e '1.Future of Amerlca s Nat|onal Parks" o

Would your shop be WIIlmg to'go ahead and put the attached Draft lnterror Memorandum and draft OMB

L 5]”D|rectors Memo to the President into WH. Senior Stafﬂng this. morning for comments =- say by 3 or 4 pm today? g

(Pelase make me the pornt of contact for comments at (p) 395 3563 and (f) 395 7294~ L

o Frrday, August 25,2006, at’a'dedication of a new visitors center at Yoslmlttee'?/YeHowstone natnonal park: -t - :

e -_.-natronal park system

_— The proposed memorandum Would d1rect the Secretary of the Interlor to take certam actlons in”
: connectlon W1th preservmg the v1ta11ty of our nat10nal parks e ;:-u_e:_‘ MU :

The Secretary of the Interior would hke to reference the Memorandum inan- 11 00 am Press Conference o_n B

“would be a good opportunlty for posrtrve press coverage hlghhghtrng the Admrnrstratron s dedrcatron to our

Thank you very much Mac -

e From Reed McGavock D e L

:. Sent: Wednesday, August 23 2006 10 27 AM

" To: McCathran, William W. ' :
,Subject Most Recent Draf‘t of the Natlonal Park Servrce Memorandum

'.,:iBI“ Here it |s Thank you Mac o

Cwmnos




S o

Dréfi"‘s/23/06 R
ll OO am. '

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

S / SUBJ ECT @ Future of AmerlcaJsel:I/atlonal Parks
S e : \\lv o

L ,,? o In honorrng 1ts 90th annlversary, I called on the Natlonal Park Serv1ce and every _

;7 . American, to- cont1nue the cooperatlon necessary for our v1brant natronal parks to endure
for the next lOO years and beyond o S ' =
Over the past fwé years the Natlonal Park Serv1ce has. bu11t a strong foundatlon for the R
future, with 6, 000 park 1mprovements completed or underway.. We should further O
',enhance natlonal parks durmg the decade leadmg up to the 2016 centennlal celebratlon g e

Therefore I d1rect you to. estabhsh speclﬁc performance goals for our natlonal parks that
o when ach1eved will help prepare them for another century of conservation eservation;.
~ and enjoyment These goals should 1ntegrate the assessments of the past ﬁag years used - s
> ~ /’ 1n momtormg natural resources and i ‘improving the. condition.of park facrhtres = Y@V Me‘,% , Ea
Tz additi 1S ldentlfy s1gnature projects and programs that.are cons1stent with these g
_ ,' goals and that continue the National Park Serv1ce legacy of. leveraging phllanthroplc ‘
/ partnersh1p and government 1nvestments for the beneﬁt of natlonal parks and the1r .
~visitors; : = : : e
%Qw@fé«dfﬂ«@ifg"’%g S [ LRI L S
_“Rlesase consult with the. D1rector of'the, Ofﬁce of Management and Budget and the L
Charrman of the' Council on Envrronmental Quahty as approprlate in 1mplement1ng th1s '_ T it
memorandum it encourage you. to invite and receive suggestions: from those who. des1re SR
/ to preserve the scenlc cultural h1stor1cal geolog1cal and recreatlonal values of our © i 1 ERITCRRE
" national parks Tl S A : ; : ’ ‘
Noverche
v Blease report the results of the 1mplementatlon of th1s memorandum to ‘mepy- M
A 2007 : . £ et :




ifk»

THE WHITE HOUSE‘,

Offlce of the Press Secretary

:yFor‘Immediate Release

August 24, 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

SUBJECT:,g f ‘The Future of America's National Parks

In honoring its 90th anniversary, T have called on the National
Park Service, and every American, to continue the cooperation
necessary for .our vibrant natlonal parks to endure for the .
next 100 years and beyond -

Over the past 5 years, the Natlonal Park Serv1ce has built a \
f'strong foundatlon for the- future, with 6,000 park 1mprovements
completed or underway. We should further enhance our natlonal
parks durlng the decade leadlng up - to the 2016 centennlal
celebratlon R s o x P

‘Therefore, I. dlrect you to establish speclflc performance goals
for our national parks that, when achieved, will help prepare them
- for another century of conservatlon, preservation, and enjoyment.
hThese ‘goals should 1ntegrate the assessments of the past 5 years
used in monltorlng natural resources.-and 1mprov1ng the condltlon
of park fac111t1es You are ‘to 1dent1fy signature projects rand
programs that are consistent with these goals and that continue
the National Park Service legacy of levéraging phllanthroplc,.'
partnershlp, and government 1nvestments for the beneflt of
national parks and their v1srtors

You are.directed to consult with the ‘Director of the Offlce
of Management and Budget. and the Chalrman of the Council on "
Environmental Quality as approprlate 1n 1mplement1ng this™
~memorandum.‘ i~encourage you to invite and receive suggestlons
- from those who desire to preserve the scenic, cultural,
'historical, geological, and recreaticnal values of our-
nationaljparks. R ' i :

.You are to report the results of the 1mplementat1on of thlS
memorandum to me- by May 31, 2007 ~

GEORGE W.. BUSH.

T
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. MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIQR
SUBJ ECT: ~The Future of AmeriCa’s National Parks

In honoring its 90th anniversary, I called on the National Park Service, ‘and every _
American, to continue the cooperat1on necessary for our vibrant national parks to endure :
for the next 100 years and beyond. o -

, Over the past five years, the National Park Service has built a strong foundation for the |
future, with 6,000 park improvements completed or underway. We should further
enhance national parks during the decade 1ead1ng up to the 2016 centennial celebratron

Therefore, I direct you to establish speciﬁc performance goals for our national parks that
when achieved, will help prepare them for another century of conservation, preservation,
and enjoyment. These goals. should 1ntegrate the assessments of the past five years used
in monitoring natural resources and i 1mprov1ng the condition of park facilities. In
~addition, please identify signature projects and programs that are consistent with these -
goals and that continue the National Park Service legacy of leveraging philanthropic,

- partnership and government investments for the beneﬁt of national parks and their
V1s1tors :

Please consult with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and -the - -
" Chairman of the Council on Environmental Q_uality as appropriate in implementing this
- memorandum. I'encourage you to invite and receive suggestions from those who desire
to preserve the scenic, cultural, h1stonca1 geological and recreational values of our. .
, natlonal parks.

Please report the results of the 1mp1ementat10n of th1s memorandum to me by May 31
2007. » : : _

THE WHITE HOUSE,




" Draft 8/21/06 -
10 30 a.m.. '

' :'MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR -

»SUBJ ECT The Future of Amerlca s Natlonal Parks

j In hononng 1ts 90th anmversary, I called on the Natlonal Park Serv1ce and every
‘ - Amencan to ‘continue the cooperatlon necessary for our v1brant natlonal parks to: endure
» ,""for the next 100 years and beyond S g

e WS Over the past t:we years the Natlonal Park Serv1ce has bu1lt a strong foundatlon of ‘
A _xlmprovmg parks, with 6,000 park 1mprovements completed or underway We. should
-~ furtheri improve nat1onal parks durmg the next decade lead1ng up to the 201 6 centenn1al
. "celebrat1on ' : Y SR S :

L Therefore 1 d1rect you to establ1sh specrﬁc performance goals that when ach1eved w1ll

. ~help prepare national. parks for. another century of conservation, preserva 10 o Lo
s .J{~~enJoyment These goals should integrate the assessments of the past£ to monltor i

< ’natural resources and 1 1mprove the condition of park facrhtres In addltron please 1dent1fy
. signature prOJects and programs. that are consrstent with. these goals and that continue the S
SNy ‘:Natronal Park Service'legacy of leveraging phllanthroprc partnershlp and government G
R . 1nvestments for the beneﬁt of nat1onal parks and the1r vrsﬁrs ﬁ{ ﬂ.{
RO S ﬁf{_a/ﬂoM Nree

R / As you complete th1s 3%/955 p.Lease consult w1th the Ofﬁce of Man emﬂgnt aér dget f

-D.u:ectof the Counc1l on Env1ronmental Quahty @ha.tmaa and th Natlonal ark erv1ce e

Dire 1 encourage you to. invite anid: receive suggestlons from. those ‘who des1re to Lo e
preserve the scemc cultural h1stoncal geologlcal and recreatlonal values of our nat1onal :

parks o : A : PR
You a// o/'fécl'ﬁﬁl 4’"

,Me report your ﬁndmgs to me by May 31 2007
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| MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

L SUBJECT [:he Future of Amer1ca s Natlonal Parks

b-\vw

" v'."f' In honorlng its- 90th annlversary, I called on the Natlonal Park Serv1ce and every- “

L Amerlcan to continue the cooperatlon necessary for our v1brant nat1onal parks to endure [

o for the next 100 years and beyond

/ Over the past (frVe years the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce has bu1lt a strong foundat1on of

o ;1mprov1ng parks with 6, 000 park’ 1mprovements completed or underway ‘We: should

-~ furthier 1 1mprove nat1onal parks durlng the next decade leadmg up to the 2016'centenn1al
o celebrat1on S : e S AT

; o ‘,Therefore I dlrect you to establ1sh spec1f1c performance goals that when ach1eved w1ll

- ;'j b/ * help prepare nat1onal parks-for another century, of ‘conservation, preservatlo T2 d
1 ?v’enJoyrnent These goals should 1ntegrate the assessments [alternatlve ‘work] of the. past
/ 5;6-% ‘years to nonitor natural resources and i 1mprove the condition of park facilities. In "~
~additiongp] dentify s1gnature proj ects and programs that are consistent with these
q},@ goals and. that continue the National Park Service: legacy of leveraging phllanthroplc

: v1s1tors
S t/]ov s &\(e_pie,e( "(” &U”{m o g &
// As you com@l\ ,‘te th1s W, ;Jlng‘leaSe consult with the'Ofﬁce of Manage; 1 en\t, %Lléi dget
- ’; /, / Metor the lCouncll on Env1ronmental QuahtyGhaaﬁﬁa ‘and the ational Park erv1cee-
L @mee-t@r T encourage you. to invite and- Teceive suggestlons from those who des1re tor
e preserve the scemc cultural h1stor1cal geologrcal and recreatlonal values of our natlonal
- parks.. T o Fan
‘)‘6»1 re e‘fcd‘&.{ ~/e S g L R
- 4 /-P-l-ease report your ﬁndmgs to.wrthm T months%&tw, 4&, J w-i»ﬂ L ( ﬂ,f f“if wgm @ﬁiw

\ .,\#k»&._ P¢ @%( i&a

WQ ge, b‘ " partnersh1@nd govemment 1nvestments for the beneﬁt of natlonal parks and the1r _ RO




P f'jPresndentlal Message Celebratmg The 90th Anmversary of the -
;Natlonal Park Servnce S e L

T f'At Yellowstone and Yosem1te Denah and D1nosaur Grand Canyon and Grand Teton g e
At Y,Sh1loh Shenandosh and other parks the. Nat1onal Park Service each year Welcomes 270 o
T 'l‘,;m1ll1on v1s1tors as they d1scover Amenca the beaut1ful the h1stoncal the cultural 2 ‘

L Thls August 25th the National Park Servrce celebrates 90 years of mak1ng nat1onal parks g EE
" America's great gift for all to enjoy. On this date in 1916, President Woodrow Wilson o N
- ,',created the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce ‘to conserve the scenery and the natural and h1stor1c T
S objects and the wild life therein and to prov1de for the- enJoyment of'the same in such
Vlmanner as Wlll leave them un1mpa1red for the enJoyment of future generat1ons

- o Slnce then generous donors cooperat1ve partners and govemment leaders have entrusted"f:vff
to- the National Park Service 390 parks preserves monuments h1stor1cal areas cultural L
‘s1tes and other unlque places : S G s S

Amer1ca S, nat1onal parks were the ﬁrst in’ the world to set as1de large scale landscapes o
o Nat1onal parks preserve maj estic natural Wonders They keep waitch over battlefields -
. ;,hallowed by red badges of courage They keep culture alive at sites: dedlcated to. the
S performing’ arts, poetry and’ music. Parks.offer recreation and d1scovery through o
-, - 'spectacular backcountry h1k1ng and climbing. They honor great leaders like Thomas-’
- Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass Ch1ef Geron1mo J ohn Mu1r Eleanor
»Roosevelt and Mart1n Luther K1ng, Jr BRI R L

" As havens of enJoyment recreat1on leam1ng, and personal renewal nat1onal parks must T T E LR
bendure ‘ . . . . i L I

I congratulate the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce for 90 years of canng for these magmﬁcent i i
... American resources. [ encourage Amencans to. celebrate th1s anniversary, especrally e
*  thosé one million visitors who on just this one day will be in national parks. I call on the "o
R Natlonal Park Service, and every American, to continue the work, cooperat1on and : o
R partnersh1p necessary for our v1brant nat1onal parks to endure for the next 100 years and
o beyond N Ly R B : o
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L . MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

o .'~Pre51dentlal Memo on the Future of Amerlca $- Natlonal Parks S

| 'v'j'_'k‘SUBJECT The Future of Amerrca S Nathnal Parks

i »In honorrng its 90 ann1versary, I called on the Natronal Park Serv1ce and all Amerrcans e
- to'work cooperatrvely SO that the enj oyment and preservat10n of our natronal parks can )
: endure for the next 100 years and beyond L '

B »;Durmg the next decade leadrng up to its. centenmal celebratron the Natronal Park
‘Servrce should continue efforts to preserve the vrtahty and vrbrancy of our nat10nal parks L

o Therefore I drrect you in, consultatron w1th the Drrector of the Ofﬁce of Management and' "
Budget the Charrman of the Council on Envrronmental Qualrty and the Director ofthe .

: ._,Natronal Park-Service to identify prOJects activities, services, and enhancements 'to b be
-+ .completed over the next decade to prepare’ natronal parks for another: century of .

: ;,“'._conservatron preservation and enj oyment Asa priority, please 1dent1fy those 1n1t1at1ves
‘that will continue the Natronal Park Service’s:legacy of leveragmg private phrlanthropy,

Sy , cooperatrve partnershrp and government investment for the benefit. of national parks and,. o

: .all those who enjoy them T encourage. youto 1nv1te and receive suggestrons fromall -
g ,those who ‘want national parks to remam woven 1nto the: scenrc cultural hrstorrcal and '5 _
o geologlcal fabr1c of th1s natron ' L W

TS

b :",.Pl-ease‘,report your,ﬁndlngs to..me Wrthin s:i_x:mo.f'nthsf e

. i}‘i é,cbrg@iW‘f‘;Bu sh-




,‘ : o .'.';Presldentlal Message Celebratmg The 90t Anmversary of the - B
L -Nat10nal Park Serv1ce AT : ; N

- Today the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce celebrates 1ts 90 ann1versary, a day Where We\jh' _'or .
*  national parks for being one of America’s great ideas and gifts to the world.: ‘On this date e
©£.in'1916, President Woodrow Wilson created the National Park Service “to conserve the” R
" “scenery and the natural and historic obJects ahd the wild!life there1n and to.provide for the R
- enj oyment of the same'in such manner £as, will leave them un1mpa1red for the : "-:;, R
..;fenJ oyment of future generat1ons TR S s l

AL Yellowstone and Yosemlte Great Smoky and the Great Sand Dunes Grand Canyon
~“and Grand’ Teton, Denali and D1nosaur ‘Shiloh,. Shenandoah and elsewhere the Nat1onal
v .,‘Park Serv1ce each year helps 270 mllhon v151tors d1scover Amer1ca the Beaut1ful

o ',Amer1ca s nat1onal parks were the ﬁrst in the World that set as1de scen1c cultural
L fh1stor1cal and geological landscapes. They preserve spectacular natural wonders, ep1c .
L battleﬁelds and momentous places of American h1story They honor the hves and Work S
- of our great’ Presidents and nat1onal leaders l1ke Abraham L1ncoln Thomas J efferson
¥ ,Fredenck Douglas J ohn Mu1r Eleanor Roosevelt and Mart1n Luther K1ng

£ Amer1ca s nat1onal parks are havens of enJoyment recreat1on learnlng, and personal
,.,renewal that must endure e S :

e congratulate the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce for 90 years of preserv1ng nat1onal parks for the
- enjoyment of all. "I encourage all Americans, espec1ally the expected one million v1s1tors
~who on this day alonie will be v1s1t1ng national parks, to help celebrate this 90th
. anniversary. I call'on the Natlonal Park Setvice; and all Amerlcans to continue the Work
.. cooperation-and partnersh1p necessary so that the v1brancy and v1tahty of our: nat1onal
,parks Wlll cont1nue to endure for the’ next 1,00 years and beyond

 GEORGEWBUSH -

o _T'S1nce then pr1vate ph1lanthropy, cooperat1ve partnersh1ps and’ government 1nvestment e
" “have established 390. parks monuments; preseryes, h1stor1cal and cultural s1tes and other e
BE 'jspec1al places managed by the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce ' > '
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McCathran, ':William w.

* From: bounce-276686 254308@hst whltehouse gov on behalf of Whlte House Press Releases
Lo [Press Releases@WhiteHouse. Gov] : : v .

“Sent:  Friday, August 25, 2006 4:09 PM
. To: - McCathran, William W. o L
| Subject PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: 90TH ANNIVERSARY or-' THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE \

THEjWHITE“HOUSE

Offlce of the Press Secretary
(Kennebunkport Malne)_

For Immediate Release: - e " August 25, 2006

_Bugust 24, 2006
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: 907" ANNIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

I send greetlngs to those celebratlng the 90th annlversary of the
'Natlonal Park Serv1ce -

Americans take great pride in our country's natural and historic

‘ treasures, and the National Park Service plays an: 1mportant role 1n
ensuring that our rich heritage is ' :

preserved and enjoyed for generatlons o come ,Since its
establishment in 1916, the ~ ‘ ,
National Park Service has grown to 1nclude almost 4OO sites, With-'
parks in nearly every state. These parks protect beautlful -
landscapes, tell important stories about our country s

past, and encourage our cltlzens to conserve our natural env1ronment'
and .celebrate our -
'natlonal history.

Over‘the“past fiVe years,'the National Park Service_hasrmade
v51gn1f1cant progress in = ~ ‘ : :
‘conserV1ng our natural. resources and 1mprov1ng the condltlon of park'
facilities. I call A . .
on all Amerlcans to help in- these efforts -and to enhance our parks as
we get ready for the National Park Services' centennlal celebration.
Through continued cooperation and partnership, our national parks::

8/28/2006
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Loow

'can endﬁreffor the'nekt 100vyears and'beyohd;

s apprec1ate the volunteers and employees of the Natlonal Park
‘Serv1ce who dedicate their time and talents to. malntalnlng and
enhancing -our. national parks. Your efforts help advanceil,»
.,env1ronmental stewardship, promote outdoor recreatlon, and preserve

our natlonal memory.

Laura‘and I sehd our best. wishes on this specialjoccasion.

-+ . GEORGE W. BUSH

8/28/2006
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RE

L Mg,c;athran w'iuia‘m'w ’

vFrom:V bounce- 276681-254308@hst whltehouse gov on behaif of White House Press Releases
< . '[Press. Releases@WhlteHouse Gov] ‘

Senf: Friday, August25 2006 4:09 PM
To: - McCathran, William W. - :
SumedtMEMORANDUMFRN?THESECRETARYOFTHE|NTEWOR

:THEVWHITE.HOUSE

- Office of the Press- Secretary
.(Kennebunkport Malne)

For Immediate Release ST August 25, 2006

- August 24, 2006

* MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERTOR

SUBJECT:».  The Future of America's National Parks

In honoring- its 90th anniversary, I have called on the National
"Park Service,. and every American, -to continue the . cooperatlon
necessary for our vibrant natlonal parks to. endure for the

next 100 years and beyond. '

 Qver the past 5 years, ‘the National Park Serv1ce has. bullt a strong
tfoundatlon for the future, with 6,000 park-improvements completed or °

underway. ‘We should further enhance our naticnal parks during the
decade leadlng up to the 2016 centennlal celebratlon »

fTherefore, I dlrect you to establlsh spec1f1c performance goals for‘”

our national parks that, when achieved, will help prepare ‘them for
- another century of conservation,: preservatlon, "and enjoyment These;
‘goals should integrate the assessments of' ‘the past 5 years used in
monitoring natural resources and improving- the condition of park’

- facilities. You are to identify signature projects and’ programs that-

-are consistent with these goals and that continue the" Natlonal
~Park Service legacy of leveraging phllanthroplc, partnershlp,.
‘and government 1nvestments for the benefit. of- natlonal parks
and. thelr v151tors

,You are~d1rected to consult with the Director of the Office’

of Management and Budget and the Chairman-of the Council on
Environmental Quality as appropriate .in 1mplement1ng this
memorandum . I-encourage you to invite and receive suggestlons from
. those. who desire to preserve the scenic, cultural, historical,
geologlcal and recreational values of our.. natlonal parks

8/28/2006

1X

—



‘You are to report the results of the 1mplementatlon of thls
memorandum to me by May 31, 2007.

GEORGE W. BUSH

e

8/28/2006
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THE WHITE HOUSE

~ Office of the:Eress Secretary

- For Immediate Release : oo I o ‘- August 25, 2006 -

August 24, 2006

MEMORANDUM ‘FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

" SUBJECT: - The Future of America's NationalfParks

In honoring its 90th;anniversary, I have called on the National"
Park Service, and every American, ‘to cont1nue the- cooperatlon
;necessary for our vibrant:; natlonal parks to endure for the
‘next 100 years and beyond.

fOVer the past 5 years, the National Park Service has' bu11t a.
- strong foundation for the future, with 6,000 park 1mprovements'

dk“completed or: underway We should further enhance our. natlonal

fparks during the decade leadlng up. to: the 2016 centenn1a1
:celebratlon :

-,¢aTherefore, I d1rect you to establlsh spec1f1c performance goals

for our national parks that, when achieved, will help prepare them
for another century of conservation, preservatlon,,and enjoyment.
’These goals should:- integrate the assessments of the past:5 years

P_used in monitoring natural resources and ‘improving the condition:

-of park.facilities. = You are to 1dent1fy;slgnature_prOJects and.

E programs that are consistent with these goals and that continue . :

the National Park Service legacy: of 1everag1ng ph11anthrop1c,
vgpartnershlp, and government 1nvestments for the beneflt of
national parks and the1r v1s1tors S

You arefdirected to consult with'the_Director of the Office « °
- of Management and Budget and the Chairman of the Council on
Environmental Quality ‘as- appropriate in 1mp1ement1ng this :
memorandum. . I encourage ‘you to invite and recelve suggestlons»
‘frompthosepWho’desire to preserve the scenlc, cultural;
historical, geological, and recreatlonal values of our

-national parks;,v ‘ C

- You are to: report the results of the 1mp1ementatlon of th1s
Amemorandum to ‘me by May 31 2007. ‘

GEORGEangBUSH

R
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| The Natronal Parks Centennral Inrtratlve

"Over the past frve years, the Natronal Park Servrce has made srgnrfrcant progress in conservrng our natural resources and

improving the condition of park facilities. | call on ail Américans to help in these efforts and to enhance our parks as we get i

ready for the National Park Services' centennial celebration. Through contrnued cooperatron and partnershrp, our natronal
parks can endure for the next 100, years and beyond .
- Presrdent George W. Bush 8/25/06

, Today, President Bush Visited Shenandoah National Park To Hrghlrght The National Parks Centenmal Initiative.
Last August, in celebration of the 90th anniversary of the National Park Service, President Bush directed Interior Secretary -
Dirk Kempthorne to set specific performance goals and select signature projects and programs to enhance our National

* Parks during the decade leading up to the 2016 centennial celebration of the creation of America's National Park System."
Over the next ten years, the Interior Department aims to leverage increased govemnment rnvestment wrth pnvate

philanthropy to fund significant improvements to our National Parks: - . :

> By May, Secretary Kempthorne Will Deliver A Report To The President Identrfymg Major Goals To Be
- Accomplished By 2016. Goals include: enhancing family experiences in parks through interactive interpretive
programs, improving visitor services, restoring historic and cuitural sites for public enjoyment, and engaging Americans
in preserving their heritage through volunteerism and phrlanthropy Secretary Kempthorne will seek pubhc input on
these goals and prorects : ‘ o
Shenandoah Natlonal Park Is A Strong Model For IIIustratrng How The Presrdent s FY 2008 Budget And The
‘Centennial Initiative Will Benefit The National Park System. The budget includes an increase of nearly $2 million (17
percent) over 2006 levels for park operations, including the hrnng of additional seasonal employees, plus more than $2
million in constructron to rehabilitate scenic overlooks :

> - Located 75 Mrles West Of Washington, D.C., Shenandoah National Park Encompasses Part Of The Blue erge
Mountains In The Predmont Region Of Vrrgmra Almost 40 percent of the land area (79,579 acres) has been
~designated as erderness and is protected as part of the’ Natlonal erderness Preservatron System

The National Parks Centennral Initiative -

President‘Bush ‘Propos'"e:d T‘he National Parks Centenmal Initiative To Put America's National Parks On Track For
Another Century Of Conservation, Preservation, And Enjoyment. lt provides for the potentral of upto $3 billion in new -
funds over the next 10 years: , ., ,

> The Presrdents Centennial Commitment: $100 million- per year — $1 billion over 10 years for |mprovements to our’
parks. Money will be used to hire 3,000 more seasonal National Park Rangers, interpreters and maintenance workers
repair burldlngs improve natural Iandscapes and enroll more chrldren in the Junior Ftanger program. .

The Presrdents Centennial Challenge: The President chaIIenges individuals, foundatrons and the pnvate sector to-
heIp support the parks by contnbutrng at least $100 million annually.

The President's Centennial Match The Federal government will match these private contnbutrons doIIar for dollar,
up to $100 million each year. This match, coupled with the private contributions, will continUe the National Park
- Service's legacy of Ieveragrng philanthropic mvestment for the benefit of our national parks and their visitors for future
: generatrons : v

White House Office Of Communications




| The Presrdent s 2008 Parks Budg_

The Presrdent sFY 2008 Parks Budget Totahng Nearly $2.4 Brlhon Is The Largest Ever And Includes The Hrghest :
Increase In Parks Operatrons Funding. Thrs will allow for improvement and expansron of operatrons throughout the
National Park System.
¢ The President budget increases park fundmg by more than $250 million. Smce taking offlce the PreSIdent has

. amplified park spendmg by more than 40 percent ($584 million). - :
e - This includes $100 million for the PreSIdents Centennial Commitment and morethan $150 mrlhon to support darly park _
' operattons wnth all 390 nattonat parks recelvmg mcreased fundmg o . ‘ .

, Together Thrs Inrtlatlve And The Record Fundlng Increase Could lnvest An Addrttonal $450 Mrlllon Over 2006
“-Levels tn Operatlng Funds And Slgnature Prolects And Programs

, 'The Natronal Park Svstem '

The Natronal Park System Is Admrnlstered By The Natronal Park Servrce A Bureau Of The Department Of The

~ Interior. Started with the establishment of Yellowstone National Park on March 1, 1872, the National Park System
includes areas of historical as well as scenic and scientific importance throughout the United States. The System now -
comprises 390 areas covering more than 84 million acres in49 States the District of Cotumbla Amencan Samoa Guam
'Puerto Rico, Sarpan and the Virgin Islands. . ‘ : e

White House Office Of Communications L
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The Natlonal Parks Centennial lmtratrve

e past ﬁve years the National Park-Service has made srgnrfrcant progrees in conservrng our natura! résources: and
|impyéving the condition af park facilities, | call on‘all Amaricans to help in these fforts and to-enhance our parks aswe get
dy for the National Park Services' centennial celebration. Through continued coo;aeratron and partnershrp, our natlonal

| arks ¢an endure for the next 100 years and beyond ! :
. L= Presrdent George W BUSh 8/

Today, President Buslo Visited Shenandoah Nat}onal Park To Highlight The Natlohal Parks Centennial lmtrat

Last August, in celebration of the 90th anniversary of the National Park Service, President Bush directed Interior Secreta

\ Dirk Kempthorne to-set specific performance goals and select signature projects and programs 10 enhance our National
>arks -during the decade Jeading up to the 20 16 centennial-celebration of the creation of America's NatronaS Park. Sy
ver the next ten years, the Interior Department aims to leverage increased government mvestment wrth pnvate

p ilanthropy to fund significant rmprovements to-our Natzonai Parks : o

B ! Secreiary Kempthorne Will-Deliver A Report To The Presrdent Identrtyrng Major Goals To- Be

" ~Accomplished By 2016. Goals include: enhancing family experiences in parks through. interactive mterprenve
programs, improving visitor setvices, restoring histaric and eultural sites’ for public'enjoyment, and engaging Americans

+ - In preserving their h \eritage through volunteensm and. phrlamhropy Secrelary Kempthorne will seek publrc rnput on

o '__these goals and pro[ects ' . . : N

Shenandoah National Park j-A Strong: Model For lllustrating How The Presldent's FY 2008" udgét And The

‘Bentennial inltiative Will Benefit The National Park System The budget nncludes an rncreaser::of neariy $2 mrlhon

‘percent) over 2006 levels for park operations; incluging the hjAng of addltronol seasonai amployees, plus: more than

mrllzon n constructron to rehabrhtate scemc overlooks / -

(17

Mountalns n The Predmont Reglon Of Vrrgima Aimost 40 percent of the Iand area (79 579 acres) hae be.:
‘ *‘fdesugnated as erderness and i protected as part of the National Wllderness Preservatron System. - S,

The Natrona! Parks Cr'ntennial lnitrative

" President Bush Proposed The National Parks Centennial initiative To Put Amerlca 5 National Parks On Track For,
Ancther Century Ot Conservation, Preservation, And Enjoyment It provrdes for the potentral of up to $3 brlhon ln new
funds over the next 10 years: . o o

| > The Presrdent‘s Cemenmal Commrtmem $100 million per year - $1 brihon over 10 years for xmpro_vements to our

parks. Money will be used to hire 3,000 more seasonal National Park Rangers, interpreters: and mainte nance workers

[ "“r-reparr burldrngs lmprove natural Iandsoapes and enroll more: children in'the Junror Hanger program L

t / . - i

> “The. Presrdents Centenmal Challenge: The President challenges mdrwduals foundauons and the pnvate sectorio
:heip support the parks by COntnbutrng at least $100 mrllron annually. . . L I

. ;.generatlons ’ _ res-dM'l‘ i Q’.So Cullmj 0n Congre;; ‘fb ?ﬂs.\ ’e{p.slq J"wm o
S ‘,Lmr will le-!he k | ;
L Manr‘ﬁ"‘",\g Fw v_‘_s
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| The President's FY 2008 Parks Budget, Totaling Nearly $2.4 Bllffon, Is The Largest Ever And includes The Highes
| Increase In Parks Qperations Funding. This will atiow for improvement-and expansion of operations throughout the-
|l National Park System, . . L R
I *  The President budgnt ereases park funding by more than $250 million. Since taking-office, thé President has
A~ amplified park spending by more than 40 percent ($584 million). =~ . RTINS SRR
1l ¢ Thisincludes $100°miilion for the President's Centennial Commitment-and more than $150 million to support daily par

- operations with all 330 national parks recelving increased fuhding.

| Together, This Initiative And The Record Funding Increase Could Invest An Additional $450 Million Over 2006
" Levels In-Operating Funds And Signature Projects And Programs, : g _ -

| The National Park System-

- The National Park System js Administered By The National Park Service, A Bureau Of The Department Of The =
“§l Interior, Started with the: establishment of Yeliowstone National Park.on March 1, 1872, the National Park System . .
}| includes areas of historical as well as.scenic and scientific importance throughout the United States. The System riow. -
1 comprises 390 areas covering more than 84 million-acres in 49 States, the District of Columbia, American Samaa, Guan
‘Puerto Rico, Saipan, and the Virgin Islands, T e )
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
B WASHINGTON

February 6, 2007

MEMORANDUM FOR NTKKI MCARTHUR

DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, COUNSELOR'S
OFFICE -

FROM: DERRICK MORGAN W
v o 1 STAFF SECRETARY TO %VICE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: = WHITE HOUSE STAFFING - FACT SHEET -
- PARKS CENTENNIAL INITIATIVE

The Ofﬁce of the Vice President has rev1ewed the above-referenced draft
and we have 1O comments. ~

cc: Staff Secretary o N . |
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- The National Parks Centennial Initiative
"Over the past five years, the National Park Service has made significant progress in conserving our natural resources and. |
Improving the condition of park facilities. | call on all Americans to help in these efforts and to enhance our parks as we get|
reddy for the National Park Services' centennial celebration. Through continued cooperation and partnership, our national |
parks can endure for the next 100 years and beyond." - ' , S

S T ~ President George W. Bush, 8/25/06|

‘oday, President Bush Visited Shenandoah National Park To Highlight The National Parks Centennial Initiative. = '}

. Last August, in celebration of the 90th anniversary of the National Park Service, President Bush directed Interior Secretary " - |f
' mpthorne to set specific performance goals and select signature projects and programs to enhance our National” o |

uring the decade leading up to the 2016 centennial celebration of the creation of America's National Park System.

> next ten years, the Interior Department aims to leverage increased government investment with private

py to fund significant improvements to our National Parks. '

- By May, Secretary Kempthorne Will Deliver A Report To The President Identifying Major Goals To Be
fAéémm‘plishe’d By 2016. Goals include: enhancing family experiences in parks through interactive interpretive *-
programs, improving visitor services, restoring historic and cultural sites for public enjoyment, and engaging Americans
in preserving theirheritage through volunteerism and philanthropy. Secretary Kempthorne will seek public inputon -
these goals and projects. oo : ~ o

‘Shenandoah National Park is A Strong Model For lllustrating How The President's FY 2008 Budget And The
‘Centennial Initiative Will Benefit The National Park System. The budget includes an increase of nearly $2 million (1
‘percent) over 2006 levels for park operations, including the hiring of additional seasonal employees, plus more than $2
million in construction to rehabilitate scenic overlooks. SR

> L cated 75 Miles West Of Washington, D;C., Shenandoah National Park Encompasses Part Of The Blue Ri‘dge r
Motntains in The Piedmont Region Of Virginia, Almost 40 percent of.the land area (79,579 acres) has been -
signated as Wildemess and is protected as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System. - :

The National Parks Centennial Initiative

és-ident Bush Prdpoéed The National Parks Centennial Initiative To Put America's National Parks On Track For E
other Century Of Conservation, Preservation, And Enjoyment. It provides for the potential of up to $3 billion in new -
ds over the next 10 years: . . ,

: Th’e"Preside‘nt‘sténtenvnial Commitment: $100 million per year - $1 billion over 10 years ~ for improvements to our
. parks. Money will be used to hire 3,000 more seasonal National Park Rangers, interpreters and maintenance workers:
~ repair buildings; improve natural la_hdScapes; and enroll more children in the Junior Ranger program. ’

The President's Centennial Challenge: The President challenges individuals, foundations, and the private sector to
. help support the parks by contributing at least $100 million annually. ‘ : I

' he President's Centennial Match: The Federal government will match these privéte contributions dollar for dollar, -
up 10 $100 miflion each year. This match, coupled with the private contributions, will continue the National Park
ice's legacy of leveraging philanthropic investment for the benefit of our national parks and their visitors for future

White House Office' Of Communications .
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gest Ever And Includes The Highest ‘::1

i ding. i nsion of operations throughout the
~ The President budget increases park funding by more than $250 milli
-amplified park spending by more than 40 percent ($584 million)

his includes $100 million for the President's Centennial Commitment and more than §150 million to support daily park [
perations with all 390 national parks receiving increased funding. AR :

on. Since taking office, the President has -

g,ethet, This Initiative And The Recofd'Funding Increase Could Invest An Additional $450 Million Over 2006
vels:In Operating Funds And Signature Projects And Programs. _ '

The National Park System Is Administered By The National Par
Interior. Started with the establishment of

‘White House Office Of Communications-
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The Natronal Parks Centennral Inrtratrve ;
- . . . ,
”\ver the past hve years, the Natronal Park Service has made srgnrfrcant progress in conser:;zd our natdral resources and

yroving the condition of park facilities. | call on alt Americans to help in these efforts and to/enhance our parks aswe
ady for the National Park Services' centenniel celebratron Through contrnued cooperatiort and partnershrp, our nat
: parks can endure for the next 100 years and beyond o :

= Presrdent George W Bush 8

Today, Presrdent Bush Visited Shenandoah Natronal Park To Hrghlrght The National Parks Centennral lmtratrv b
Last August, in celebration of the 80th anniversary of the National Park Service, President Bush directed Interior Secretary
- Dirk Kempthore to set specific performance goals and select signature projects and programs to enhance our National -
' Parks during the decade leading up to the 2016 centennial celebration of the creation of America's National Park System

Over the next4pm years, the Interior Department aims to leverage mcreased government lnvestment with prrvate PN
philanthropy toE:nd srgnrtrcant mprovements to our. Natronal Parks ' :

% By May, Sec}etary Kempthorne erl Deliver A Report To The Presrdent ldentrfymg Major Goals To Be
. Accomplished By 2016. Goals include: enhancing family experiences in parks through rnteractrve rnterpretrve E
o programs improving visitor services, restoring historic and cultural sites for public enjoyment, and-engaging Ame"‘
~-in preserving their heritage through volunteensm and phrlanthropy Secretary Kempthorne will seek public mput on

» "these goals and pI‘OjeCtS s - of hulpk b4
; R : j‘lnw“ ["’ b %”*“# H»h ¥¥ Lqr.r

N Shenandoah Natronal Park Is A Strong Model For Illustratmg Hg/ The President's FY:2008 Budget And Th
Centennial Initiative Will Benefit The National Park System. Th budget includes an increase of. nearly $2 m t

percent) over 2006 levels for park operations, including the- hiring of additional seasonal e ployees plus more tha _$2

mrllron in constructron to rehabrlrtate scenrc overlooks : . o

Located 75 Mrles West of Washrngton D.C., Shenandoah Natronal Park Encompasses Part Of The Blue thg.
Mountains In The Piedmont Region Of Virginia. Almost 40 percent of the land area (79, 579 acres) has been R
desrgnated as erderness and is protected as part of the National erderness Preservatron System S

| The Natronal Parks Centennral Imtratrve

1 Presrdent Bush Proposed The Natronal Parks Centennlal Initiative To Put Amerrca S Natronal Parks On Track For
Another Century Of Conservation, Preservatron And En|oyment It prowdes for the potentral of up to° $3 brllron rn '
funds over the next 10 years : : o S

> »The Presrdent S Centennral Commrtment $100 million per year - $1 billion over 10 years ~ for |mprovernents
- parks: Money will be used to hire 3,000 more seasonal National Park Rangers, interpreters. and matntenance
e 'reparr burldrngs rmprove natural landscapes, and enroll more chrldren in the Junror Ranger program -

> ,The Presrdent‘s Centennral Challenge: The President challenges mdrvrduals loundatrons and the pnvate sectort
~ help support the parks by contrrbutmg at least $100 mrllron annually : :

> -The Presrdent s Centenmal Match: The Federal government will match these: pnvafe contributions dollar for dollar
- up to $100 million each year.. This match, coupled with the private contributions, will continue the National Park -
. Service's legacy of leveragrng phtlanthroplc mvestment for the benefrt of our national parks and their visitors for future

4 cgeneratons. Ll b o ey ..k ..cenau _

Whrte House Oﬁrce Of CDmrnunlcallons .
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Th’e Presrdent s 2008 Parks Budge

The Presndent s FY 2008 Parks Budget Totalmg Nearly $2.4 Brlllon, Is The Largest Ever And lncludes The Hrghes
rease In Parks Operatrons Fundrng This wnll a!low for improvement and expanmon of operations throughout the
tional Park System :
~ The President budget increases park fundlng by more than $250 million. Smce takrng office, the Premdent has
amplified park spending by more than 40 percent (3584 million). -
- ‘This includes $100 million for the President's Centennial Commitment and more than $150 mﬂlton to 5upport daﬂy park
operatrons with all 390 national parks recemng lncreased tundmg S

. Together, Thrs Initiative And The Record Fundlng Increase Could Invest An Addltronal $450 Mrtlron Over 2006
.} Levels ln Operating Funds And Signature Prolects And Programs PR S R

-The Nattonal Park System

'The National Park System s Administered By The Natronal Park Servrce, A Bureau Of The Department Of The
Interior. Started with the establishment.of Yellowstone National Park on March 1, 1872, the National Park System
includes areas of hrstoncal as well as scenic and scientific importance throughout the United States. The System n¢

_comprises 390 areas covering more than 84 million acres m 49 States, the Dustrlct of Cotumbla Amencan Samoa G uar

Puerto Rico, Satpan and the Vrrg:n lslands

White Ho.use bttiee- of Communications e
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f gDea%r' Mir. Présédent,v
Insp1red by the},
pass1ons of thousands -

of crtrzens and m1ndful
that boldness matches

our h1story, today |
l br1ng you our vision

~ toensure that the
Amer1can love affa1r

W1th natlonal parl<s_ |

endures

" Above: interior_jSecretary Dirk
Kempthorne joins a Junior
Ranger program.

Cover' Famlly experlencmg Santa ‘
‘Monica-Mountains Nat:onal Recreation
Area, Cal:forma '

'Ame_’ricans love their parks. Yosemite -
-and Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and

Grand Teton, Shiloh and Shenandoah,
and other parks are sanctuaries of en-

joyment, recreation, learning, and per-

‘sonal renewal. They preserve majestic
natural wonders and offer spectacular

. backcountry hrkmg They are home'to
grizzlies, moose, spawning salmon,and’
- birds of all feathers. They help.us keep -
watch over battleﬁelds hallowed by red
- badges of courage. They keep culture

_ing arts, poetry, and music. Urban-

- parks introduce inner-city children "
“to outdoor wonders. Parks teach and
inspire: Parks are Amierica the beauti- -
ful...the cultural.. .the historical. '

'Last August, on the 90th anniversary of
the National Park Service, you directed -,

_me to write specific performance goals.
to be achieved so our parks enjoy “an-..
other century of conservation, preser-:

‘vation, and enjoyment.” Because parks °

are set aside for America’s future, the.
best goals-meet the. needs of both parks
and future generat1ons ‘

Amerlca s populatlon is growing,
_aging, becoming more diverse, and

" more urbanized. Chlldren are increas- -

ingly disconnected from the outdoors.
Urban sprawl has affected the woods’

‘an‘d'ﬁelds where many of today’s

parents and grandparents played as -
children. Modern technology and vir-
tual experiences compete with authen- |
tic learning adventures and’ personal
exploration of our nation’s. nature and

, h1story

Natlonal parks find themselves in

vchangmg landscapes compromised-

by invasive species that disrupt native . -
plant and animal communities. Sensi- -

tive freshwater species, including na-
alive at srtes dedicated to the perform- e p > )

tive trout, are missing from park habi- .
tats Many ocean fish are in declme,

while-coral reefs—popular showcases '

of dazzling biological complexity—

display signs of distress. Fragmented

habitats result in fewer m1gratory b1rds

. returnmg to natronal parks

The challenge facing the Nat1onal Park

~Service is to conserve what is timeless
- while keeping pace with the modern

needs of Americans. The National Park '

‘Servrce must make a 21st-century com-

mitment to work in partnershrp to pre-

“serve parks, while re-connecting adults-

and children to the outdoors, history, -
and culture. An inner-city child in Wash- -

\mgton D.C. who catchesa bluegill in"

a cement- llned pond in Constitution

‘Gardens may one day explore the
* wilds of Alaska fishing for king salmon. .




v ’

: School chlldren v1s1t1ng Channel Is-

-.lands National Park may grow up to be’
underwater archaeologlsts Students

' tourmg Gettysburg witness history and
courage, forever shaplng their lives. -
These éxperiences will only continue if

parks are preserved

~In 40 llstemng sessions.across Amerlca
‘we heard Americans express their

" hopes, dreams and, frankly; their con-

~ cerns for national parks. We received -
6,000 comments, talked with em-
“ployees, experts, and advocates and
consulted with.Office of Management
- and Budget D1rector Rob Portman
‘and Council on Environmental Qual-
ity Chairman Jim Connaughton The

universal message was that parks need -

bold goals clear ob]ectlves specific”
strategies, and increased.and account-v
able public and prlvate 1nvestment

I have also had the honor of dlscussmg

' your Centennial Initiative with a true
champion of national parks, your wife,

' First Lady Laiira Bush. She déemon-
strates:her commitment, through her
" work-with Preserve America,to the .
- places that honor our history. Her
service and dedication to all national -

parks; as honorary chairwoman of the -

National Park Foundation, serve as-an
example and 1nsp1rat10n to all of us.

" This report identifies overarchmg v
goals to guide the work leading up to
the 100th anniversary in 2016. The -
‘National Park Service will transform
these goals into reallty In consultation -
with partners and using these goals as a
framework, €very park supermtendent
w1ll craft an 1mplementatlon strategy.

These goals requ1re 1ncreased
" investment. Mr. President, your 2008

| budget.is the largest in National Park -

Service history. Next year Americans

~ . will see 3,000 more uniformed park™

" rangers. Your initiative will inspire.
future adm1n1stratlons to sustaln this
_mvestment

.. Youalso commltted an addltlonal

- . mandatory $100 million for each of’
the next10 years if. matched by pri-
vate donations. This. fundmg will spur
philanthropic investment, a national

- park tradition. Thirty national parks

- began with private_gifts.vYou"alsolasked
- for centennial projects and programs
‘to cotitinue the “legacy of leverag-

ing philanthropic; partnership, and

- government investments for the benefit
‘of national parks-and their visitors.”

Americans responded to your call in

* force. Some 2,000 ideas were submit- .+

- ted. The National Park Foundation,
‘chartered by Congress to seek gifts
‘benefiting national parks, will work"
‘with park friends groups to raise.

" necessary funds.

- Inthe sp1r1t of partnershlp bolstered
" by the listening sessions, National Park
Service Director Mary Bomarand I
~will continue to engage the American
people in fulfilling this vision for the

future of national parks.

Thls August 25th, on the- 91stvanni-'

- versary, I'will report on’ each park’s

centennial strategy as well as projects. .

.that should be fundeéd in 2008. All proj-.

ects will meet the highest standards of -

“accountability and transparency. This
sets the tradition that the Secretary
of the Interior will report annually on
_progress achieved and future actions

to be taken

“We will work cooperatlvely w1th

Congress on this initiative. Democratic-
* and Republican leaders support this ef- -

~fort. They se¢ national parks as’you do:

an American treasure; not a partisan is-

* sue. When first created, national parks '
- helped unify a nation divided by civil-
war. Parks should remain a unifying:

and endurmg source of pride.

The 21st- century National Park. Serv- E
_ -ice will be energized to preserve parks
and welcome visitors. Stewardship -
“and science will guide decisions. An *

inventory of all wildlife in‘parks will be

completed, a vital baseline to moni- -

tor change and adjust management:.-

- Strategic-acquisitions will protect -

landscapes. Parks will be known as

~America’s best classrooms. “We w111
~work carefully to add new parks to tell -
~ America’s stories. Facilities will be in”
~_.better condition. Hallowed battlefields
will be preserved. Majestic species that -
__symbolize this nation, such as bison
~and bald eagles, will thrive in their
" native habitats.’ A new era of private-

, Sincerely; :

publicpartnership’s \‘lvill_bring,greater
" excellence to parks. More volunteers

will add value to park experiences. -

- The latest information technology will
.captivate young people with the na- -
. tional park story. Children will recon-

nect to the outdoors and lead healthler
lives. A new generation of conserva- -
tionists will convey.parks ummpalred

: to the next generatlon

Therefore firm in the conV1ctlon that
* - the golden years for national parks ,
"-~’have not passed but are ahead, I pro-""

pose five overarching goals to guide the- -
National Park Service each day for the
next nine years leadmg up to 1ts 100th

' anniversary:

i
1

~+.Lead Amerlca in preserving and .

B restormg treasured I'CSOLII'CCS,

N Demonstrate env1ronmental leader—
e sh1p to the natlon ‘

j--Offer superlor recreatlonal experl— L

" ences'where visitors explore and- :
enjoy nature and the great outdoors;
" culture and h1story,

. Foster exceptlonal learnmg oppor- :
tunities connecting people to parks o
espec1ally chlldren and seniors; and S

-+ Achieve management and partner- L

ship excellence to'match the magnrﬁ- e
_ cence-of the treasures entrusted to
its care :

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
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Kempthorne Presents to the Pres1dent -
A Vlsmn for the Future of Our Natlonal Parks

P 'WASHINGTON “Insplred by the pass1ons of thousands of c1t1zens and m1ndful that boldness
. matches our h1story, today I brmg you our vision to ensure that the Amencan love affalr w1th
. national parks endures wrote Secretary of the Intenor D1rk Kempthorne in a report dellvered today
o President George Bush S : : : .

.jKempthorne and Nat10nal Park Serv1ce D1rector Mary Bomar unvelled report deta11s dunng a
S ,rooftop press conference at the Intenor Department In the report “The Future of America’s

o National Parks Kempthorne wrote “Parks teach and-inspire. - Parks are America the beautiful...the
e ‘cultural .the historical.” - He explalned the lOOth annlversary should be a time to celebrate

-'accompllshments achleved through goals w1th boldness and vision. The Natlonal Park Serv1ce w1ll

oo lead Amenca in preservmg and restonng treasured resources R
, .demonstrate env1ronmental leadershlp, I ‘

-~ offer supenor recreatlonal expenences :
. foster exceptlonal learnlng opportunltles that connect people to parks -and

jbe managed w1th excellence : - : '

Performance goals w1ll gu1de our achlevement By 2016 the Natlonal Park Serv1ce plans to:
‘e~ improve priority facilities to acceptable cond1t10n N T SR

‘e _restore native hab1tats by controllmg 1nva51ve spec1es and remtroducmg key plant and
animal species; o e AR R
1:’1mprove natural resources in parks as. measured by sc1ent1ﬁc V1tal 51gns momtonng, S
“reduce env1ronmental 1mpacts of park operatlons ' PERT

- :-,double the amount of volunteer hours
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o _' Enclosed 1s a note from Secretary Kempthorne regardlng

- his recent report on the future of the National Parks, as. o
- well as'a summary of the report We W111 prov1de the full

j report 1f you Want to sec 1t =







- .'::.Last August Pres1dent Bush,charged Secretary Kempthome w1th reportlng, by May 31 2007 on speclﬁc performance goals to be
g =”'ach1eved S0 our parks enjoy another century of conservatron preservatlon and enjoyment” ‘ : : :

Secretary of the'Interlor‘l)lrk Kempthorn‘ _ s Centennlal Inltlatlve Report to the Presrdent

THE PRE?lDENT HAS SEEN
: “Dear Mr: Pres1dent l‘ / 0} o

Insplred by the pass1ons:of thousands of c1tlzens and mrndful that boldness matches our. h1story,

a today I brlng you our. v1s1on to ensure that the Amerlcan love affair with national parks endures 2
: b : B Secretary of the Interlor Dlrk Kempthorne

T he F uture of Amertca s, Nattonal Parks blllldS upon Presrdent Bush’s Natlona ”Park Centenmal In1t1at1ve in the FY 2008 budget to_ S

I enthance park operatlons and to-increase s1gn1ﬁcantly the experrences ava1lable to park v1s1tors with the add1t10n of 3 000 new seasonal B

I frangers The report outllnes 5 overarch1ng goalsto; gu1de the National Park Service as it prepares for its centenmal anmversary in
i " 2016.. Each goal is accompanled b b oad obJectlves supported by spec1f_ 7 ‘uperformance goals and potent1al actlons and. examples

: '-jjThe report reﬂects the v01ces of the,Amerlcan publ1c heard in llstenlng sessrons across the country earller thls year at more than 40
BE -_dlfferent locatlons, w1th over 6 000 comments rece1ved o B R

The five overarchmg goals and assoclated performance goals

o Stewardshtp T he Nattonal Park Servtce leads Amertca and the world in preservzng and restorzng treasured resources

Rehabllltate historic bulldmgs Restore native hab1tats Improve hrgh priority assets to acceptable condltlon
Improve the natural resources In parks Complete all cultural resource 1nventor1es

o 'Envzronmental Leadershtp T he Natzonal Park Servzce demonstrates envzronmental leadersth to the natzon

- Establish programs to showcase exemplary env1ronmental practices; Increased use of alternative energy and: fuels

Reduce the. env1ronmental impact of parks on air and water quality;- Ensure every new park faC111ty rece1ves at least a ;'. e

v srlver rat1ng equlvalent under the Leadersh1p in Energy and Env1ronmental De51gn standards. -

o Recreattonal Experlence Natlonal parks are superzor recreattonal destznattons where visitors have fun explore nature g
" and hzstory, find tnspzratzon and i improve health and wellness : '

- Increase annual volunteer hours by 100%; Increase V1s1tat10n at lesser known parks by 25%; Rehabllltate over 2 000
nules of tralls Increase the number of v151tors that attend ranger fac111tated programs.- :

o : Educatzon T he Natlonal Park Servzce fosters exceptzonal learmng opportunttzes that connect people t0. parks

“Increase: visitor satrsfactlon ‘understanding and appreciation; Enroll-an add1t10na1 2 mlllron ch11dren in thej Junror
~_ranger program Increase the number of web h1ts through advanced 1nteract1ve features : :

: Professzonal Excellence vy he Natzonal Park Servtce demonstrates management excellence worthy of the treasures
“entrusted to our care. - : : : -
o Meet. 100% of d1ver51ty recrultment goals Attaln the hlghest employee satlsfactlon rate of all federal agenc1es
Establlsh a structured professronal development curriculum; Improve communications and marketmg capac1ty to
3 1ncrease publlc awareness Reduce the number of employee lost-tlme and serious visitor injuries by 20%

Potentral Actlons and Examples

' "Natzonal Mall and Memorzal Parks Demonstrate the very best in urban park de51gn ma1ntenance and V151tor services.
:: Richmond Natzonal Battlef eld Park and the Glorzeta Battlef eld at Pecos National. sttortcal Park Protect bartleﬁelds

- }from encroachment by. acquiring, h1gh-prlor1ty lands.

Pearl Harbor vtsztor center at the USS Arizona Memortal Demonstrate the hlghest standards of energy efﬁcrent de51gn ‘ l

B completlon of new fac111t1es to serve. v1s1tors and enhance understandlng of the- ‘warin the. Pacific.

: Urban parks: Use. urban parks as portals to encourage ‘children-and their families to'discover all nat10nal parks based on 1
: ‘successful models at Gateway National Recreation Area and Golden Gate Natlonal Recreatlon Area. '

. The Internet: Work-with educators to develop on11ne currlcula that teachers can use in classrooms and field tr1ps to parks S EEe

: “Education and outreach y Establlsh 10 leamlng centers at parks near major populatlon centers to SELve: students and the1r e

',"-communltles ‘ AN S : ERRNTE L

,. & Professtonal Development Prov1de comprehenswe mission- or1ented tralnmg w1th1n an employee s ﬁrst two years of
. service.” e L : e _ _




~ May 31, 2007 o

| v_er.-.‘-Pres»ident:‘

::'Enelosed is a note from Seeretal‘y Kempthorne regardlng |

his recent report on the future of the National Parks, as

. well as a summary of the report We W111 prov1de the full

B report 1f you Want to see 1t

Raul/Breht -



| “The Future of America’s National Parks” o
etary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne’s Centennial Initidtive Report to the President
L . May 31,2007 L E T |
“| “Dear Mr. President, - v SRR S , R
.| Inspired by the passions of thousands of citizens and mindful that-boldness matches our history,
today I bring you our vision to ensure that the American love affair with national parks.endures.”. '
' _— Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne '

Last _Augus’g President Bush charged Sécretary Kexﬁpth'of,he ’with'reppfting; by May 31; 2007, on spéciﬁ_c' p_efforrﬂanc_'e 'goa,ls:to be ,
achieved so our parks enjoy “another century of conservation, preservation, and enjoyment”. - e - S '

.The,F uture of America’s Natiorial Parks builds upon President Bush’s National Park Centennial Initiative in the FY 2008 budget to
enhance park operations and to increase significantly the experiences available to park visitors with the addition of 3,000 new seasonal

rangers. - The report outlines overarching goals to guide the National Park Service as it prepares for its centennial anniversary in
2016. ‘Each goal is accompanied by broad objectives, supported by specific performance goals, and potential actions and examples.

" The report reflects the voices of the American public, heard in listening sessions across the country earlier this year at m(')»fe' than 40
- different locations, with over 6,000 comments received. - UL » “ - ‘

o The five o&erafc_hing goals and associated performance g(b)Aalbs:b _
o Stewardship. The National Park Service leads America and the world in preserving and ireszbring' treasured resources.

~¢_Rehabilitate historic buildings; Restore native habitats; Improve high priority assets to acceptable condition;
Improve the natural resources in parks; Complete all cultural resource inventories. o ’

- o . Environmental Leadership.” The National Park Service demonstrates environmentdl leddérship‘to the nation. ;
¢ Establish programs to showcase exemplary environmental practices; Increased use of alternative energy and fuels;

silver rating equivalent under the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design standards.

Reduce the environmental impact of parks on air and water quality; Ensure every new park facility receives at least a .

‘O Recreational Experience. National parks are superior recreational destinations where visitors have fun, explore ndature .

and history, find inspiration, and improve health and wellness.

nules of trails; Increase the number’of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated programs.

e Increase annual.volunteer hours by 100%; Increase visitation at lesser .kno’wn parks by 25%; Rehabilitate over 2,000. "

o . Education. The National Park Service fosters.exceptional learizirig opportunities that connect péople to parkS: S
o . Increase visitor satisfaction, understanding and appreciation; Enroll an additional 2 million children in the junior o
* ranger program; Increase the number of web hits through advanced, interactive features. < :

o Professional Excellence. The National Park Service demonstrates management excellence worthy of the‘t_redsurés
* -entrusted to our care. _ R . C o ; '
e Meet 100% of diversity recruitment goals; Attain the highest employee satisfaction rate of all federal agencies;
Establish a structured professional development curriculum; Improve communications and marketing capacity to' -
increase public awareness; Reduce the number of employee lost-time and serious visitor injuries by 20%. :
e Potential Actions and Examples: -
©  National Mall and Memorial Parks: Demonstrate the very best in urban park design, maintenance and visitor services. -
O Richmond National Battlefield Park and the Glorieta Bartlefield at Pecos National Historical Park: Protect battlefields
' " from encroachment by acquiring high-priority lands. - o ' R

in completion of new facilities to serve visitors and enhance understanding of the war in the Pacific.

. © Pearl Harbor visitor center at the USS Arizona Memorial: Demonstrate fhelhighest standards of -energy efficient design .

successful models at Gateway National Recreation Area and Golden Gate National Recreation Area. : :

o ‘Urban parks: Use urban parks as portals to encourage children and their familiés to discover all national'pérks, based or_i

o The Internet: Work with educators to develop online curricula that teachers can use in classrooms.and field trips to parks.

‘o Education and outreach: Establish 10 learning centers at parks near major population centers to.serve students and their’
- . communities. , : = - S Lo T e .
©  Professional Development: Provide comprehensive, mission-oriented training within an e'mployee’s»ﬁ'rsyt two years of"
service. : . :

“For more information, £0 to WWW.nps.gov/2016.
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