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HSRA

{awal State Bar Association

February 27, 2002

Honorable Patrick ]. Leahy

Chair, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senale

224 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510- 6275

Re:  Nomination of Frederick W. Rohlfing III to U.S, District Court in Hawaii

Dear Senator Leahy:

The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association (HSBA) has
found Frederick W. Rohlifing III to be highly qualified for the position of U.S.
District Court Judge in Hawaii, and he therefore meets our very highest level of
standards for recommendation to the Bench.

As part of the HSBA Board’s procedures for taking a position on judicial
appointments, the candidate is requested to submit a resume and/or respond 1o a
questionnaire and to appear before the Board, which Mr. Rohlfing has done. The
HSBA Board utilizes a modified version of the American Bar Association
Guidelines for Reviewing Qualifications of Candidates for State Judicial Office.
These Guidelines include the following criteria for judicial positions: integrity,
legal knowledge and ability, professional experience, judicial temperament,
diligence, financial responsibility, public service, collegiality, and writing ability.

The HSBA Board’s rating system includes the categories of “highly
qualified,” “qualified.” or “not qualified”

The qualifications of Mr. Rohlfing for the poﬁﬁon of US. Distrlct Court
Judge in Hawaii were reviewed in this manner and the HSBA Board determined
that he is highly qualified

Please contact me if you have any questions about our position on this
maiter.

Sincerely,
Tonczeat Q \w- T )

Miochael W, Gibson, President
Hawaii State Bar Assoclation

HSBA Board of Directors
Coralie Chun Matayoshi, HSBA Executive Director

QFFICERS

Michael W. Gibsan, Presidant
Douglas A, Cresier, President-Eec
Unnel T. Nistijoka, Secretary
leffrey H.K. Sia, Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Steven 1.T. Chow

Jahn P- Gllimer

Paul K. Harnano (East Hawall)
Hugh R Jones

Pavia M. Jargersen (Maul)
Ranette M, Kawaiami

Fayr M. Kayanagi

Cardl Mon Lee

Carol K, Muranaka

Clvistane L. Nkea (Kauai)
Wayne D. Parsons

Trudy Bumns Stone .
Ellz2abem A, Srance (West Hawvall)
Suzanne T. Tarada

Andrew S. Winer

YLD PRESIDENT
Jodl L Kimura

HSBAJABA DELEGATE
Jamas A. Kawachika

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Coralie Chun Matayashi

1182 Bishop Street, Suits 906 s Honalulu, HI 86813 « Phone: (B08) 537-1868 = Fax: (808) 521-7936 » Hftp:l!HSBA.orn




USDOJ: OLP: Rohlfing Bio Page 1 of 2

Bh A e 3 i alml RE o~ paa 1im = 3305 9 o e sm e gaide § § o :
Home Iucicial Nominations LONTall UsS D4

o History :
Frederick W. Rohlfing
Function .
] 2 Biography
i
et s Frederick W. Rohlfing III is a founding partner in the Honolulu law firm of
Rohlfing & Stone. Born in what was then the Territory of Hawaii, he
Irces graduated from Punahou School in 1974, received his B.A. magna cum
laude, with high honors in economics, from Dartmouth College in 1978, and
< Yudicial his J.D. from the University of Chicago in 1983. In Chicago, Mr. Rohlfing

was active in the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic, representing Social Security

Nominations Disability claimants.

« Employment/ gince returning to Honolulu in 1983, Mr. Rohlfing has concentrated his

Internships practice primarily in business, real estate, and personal injury civil
litigation. He has vigorously advocated on behalf of injured traffic accident
« DOJ victims, including before the Hawaii Supreme Court. Mr. Rohlfing is a
Homepage member of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America.

An opening brief co-authored by Mr. Rohlfing in the case of Swire
Properties (Hawaii), Ltd. v. Zoning Board of Appeals was selected by the
Hawaii Supreme Court as the best example of appellate writing from the
State of Hawaii for submission to the first annual Scribe's Brief Writing
Competition sponsored by the American Society of Writers on Legal
Subjects.

Last Updated: 32502

In federal court, Mr. Rohlfing has participated in a variety of cases
involving First Amendment constitutional law, the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the Clean Water Act, the Lanham Act, the Petroleum
Marketing Practices Act, the Securities Act, and the Sherman Antitrust Act.
Mr. Rohlfing has also been a faculty speaker in several continuing legal
education seminars in Hawaii.

In addition to his legal practice, Mr. Rohlfing is active in the community.
He served from 1991-1993 as an elected member of the Manoa
Neighborhood Board of the City and County of Honolulu. He was the
president of Manoa Paniolo (Youth) Football from 1999-2001, and
presently serves as a member of the Mission Houses Museum board.

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingbio.htm 2/10/2003
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¢ Judicial
Nominations

« Employment/
Internships

« DOJ
Homepage

Last Updated: 1:.23402

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legal Policy

Page 1 of 2

Hoime Judicial Nominations Contact Us | DOJ
Frederick W. Rohlfing III
Resumé

(b)(6) Honolulu, Hawaii
Legal Residence: Hawaii
Education: 1974 - 1978 Dartmouth College
B.A. degree, magna cum
laude
University of Chicago
1980 1980 Law School
J.D. degree
Bar Admittance: 1983 Hawaii
ey Torkildson Katz Jossem
Experience: 1983 - 1984 % T.oden
Associate
House of
1985 Representatives, State of
Hawaii
Chief Minority Attorney
1985 - 1990 Law Offices of James M.
Sattler
Associate
1990 - 1995 Stubenberg & Durrett
Associate 1990 - 1993
Partner 1993 - 1995
1995 Senate, State of Hawaii
Chief Minority Attorney
1995 - 1996 Law Office of Frederick
2/10/2003

http://www.usdoj .gov/olp/rohlﬁngresumé.htm ‘
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W. Rohlfing, III
Sole Proprietor

1997 - present Rohlfing & Stone
Partner

FOIA | Privacy and Security Notice
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e History

e Functions

« Staff Bios

Lowell K.Y. Chun-Hoon, Esq. of King, Nakamura & Chun-Hoon,

Frederick W. ("Fritz") Rohlfing III

Support

Hacsianct Honolulu, Hawaii:

e

o Judicial
Nominations

« Employment/
Internships

« DOJ
Homepage

"I have worked together with him extensively representing a mutual
client in an unusually complicated personal injury-legal malpractice-
workers' compensation claim... I was impressed by his rapid
assimilation of this arcane body of law, his graceful and lucid prose,
and his tenacious representation of the injured worker. . . . I hope the
fact that he is endorsed by a lifelong union lawyer like myself
suggests something of his ability to transcend traditional labels and

affiliations through the force of his character and intellect." Excerpt
from February 20, 2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State Bar

Association.

Cynthia A. Farias, Esq., Honolulu, Hawaii:

"In my opinion, Mr. Rohlfing is highly intelligent, completely honest
and extremely hard-working. He is reasonable and even-tempered,
and has been a pleasure to work with. Mr. Rohlfing is also a problem-
solver who will work diligently towards resolution of an issue. He has

the legal skills, experience and work ethic to be an excellent judge.”
Excerpt from February 20, 2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State

Bar Association.

Thomas E. Crowley, Esq., of the Law Offices of Thomas E. Crowley,
Honolulu, Hawaii:

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingsupport.htm

"Mr. Rohlfing is an excellent lawyer and litigator. He brings two
critical skills to each case which are fundamental to a district court
judgeship: the ability to correctly analyze complicated issues, and the
ability to communicate that analysis in a clear and concise way. He is
extremely well-organized, prompt, careful, and efficient. Of special
note is the superior quality of Mr. Rohlfing's legal writing."

2/10/2003
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e "Mr. Rohlfing is more than an excellent litigator. He has private as
well as public integrity, which means he is honest in both his personal
and professional dealings. As a judge, Mr. Rohlfing would have the
courage to displease, which means he will rule the right way, even in
the face of public and private pressure." Excerpt from March 12, 2002 letter
to Senator Patrick Leahy.

The Honorable Boyd P. Mossman, State of Hawaii Circuit Court Judge for
the Second Circuit, Retired

e "Fritz's legal education and his experience with business as well as the
law provide him with an intellectual capacity and confidence;
however, his sense of community and sense of humor generating from
his local roots are an even better gauge of his genuinenesss and
dedication to Hawaii and the United States." Excerpt from February 35,
2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State Bar Association.

Sharon R. Himeno, Esq. of Price Okamoto Himeno & Lum, Honolulu,
Hawaii:

¢ "I am pleased to endorse Fritz Rohlfing's nomination to the U.S.
District Court. I have known Fritz for over 25 years, and he has
always been a person of the highest integrity and intellect. His
credentials are outstanding, he has extensive experience as a litigator
in both federal and state court, and he would be a great addition to our
federal bench." Excerpt from February 20, 2002 letter to the Michael Gibson,
President, Hawaii State Bar Association.

Charles Robert Ching, Esq. of Honolulu, Hawaii:

e "In working with Fritz, I found both his legal analysis and his written
work product to be consistently excellent. In discussing legal issues
and theories, Fritz demonstrates a keen legal mind and an abiding
respect for the law. I am particularly impressed by Fritz’s ability to
recall and explore alternate legal theories and his willingness to
entertain and analyze such theories on their own merits. In this regard,
Fritz has always displayed an intellectual curiosity, integrity, and
judgement that would be especially well suited to the bench. Fritz is
also a tireless legal researcher with a thirst for substantive legal

knowledge and a seemingly infinite capacity to digest case law."
Excerpt from February 11, 2002 letter to the Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii

State Bar Association.

Russell Blair, former Democratic state senator and District Judge:

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingsupport.htm 2/10/2003
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USDOIJ: OLP: Rohlfing Support

e "We've had discussions over the years about matters political and
legal and he's always struck me as being intelligent and forthright.
He's coming from the right place: good heart and good head." The
Honolulu Advertiser, Thursday, January 24, 2002.

For further information please contact Barbara Comstock in the Office of
Public Affairs at (202) 514-2007.

FOIA | Privacy and Security Notice
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Febmary 27, 2002

Honorable Patrick ]. Leahy

Chair, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senale

224 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510- 6275

Re:  Nomination of Frederick W. Rohlfing III to U.S. District Court in Hawaii

Dear Senator Leahy:

The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association (HSBA) hes
found Frederick W. Rohlfing III to be highly qualified for the position of U.S.
District Court Judge in Hawaii, and he therefore meers our very highest level of
standards for recommendstion to the Bench.

As part of the HSBA Board’s procedures for taking = position on judicial
appointments, the candidate is requested to submit a resume. and/or respond 1o a
questionnaire and to appear before the Board, which Mr. Rohlfing has dorie. The
HSBA Board utilizes a modified version of ‘the American Bar Association
Guidelines for Reviewing Qualifications of Candidates for State Judicial Office.
These Guidelines include the following ctiteris for judicial positions: integrity,
legal knowledge and ability, professional experience, judicisl temperament,
diligence, financial responsibility, public service, collegiality, and writing ability.

The HSBA Board’s rating system includes the categories of “highly
qualified,” “qualified.” or “not qualified ” hE.

The qualifications of Mr. Rohlfing for th position of U.S. District Court
Judge in Hawaii were reviewed in this manner and the HSBA Board determined
that he is highly qualified.

Please contact ms if you have any questions about our position on this
matter.
Sincerely,
Tnczea Q - >

Miochael W, Gibson, President
Hawaii State Bar Assoclation

cc: HSBA Board of Directors
Coralie Chun Matayoshi, HSBA Executive Director

QOFFICERS

Michael W, Gibsan, President
Douglas A, Cresler, President-Elect
Unnel T. Nishloka, Secretary
leffrey H.K. Sia, Treasures

DIRECTORS

Steven 1.T. Chow

Jaohn P. Gllmer

Paul K. Harmano (East Hawall)
Hugh R Jones

Davia M. Jorgersen (Maul)
Ranettz M, Kawakami

Faye M. Kayanagi

Carol Man Lee

Carel K: Muranaka

Clvistiane L. Nikea (Kauai)
Wayne D. Parsons

Trudy Bums Storie .
Ellzabem A, STrance (West Havall)
Suzanne T. Tarada

Andrew S. Winer

YLD PRESIDENT
Jodl L Kimura

HSBAJABA DELEGATE
James A. Kawachika

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Coralie Chun Matayash|

1132 Bighop Street, Suite 906 » Honalulu, Hl 86813 « Phone: (808) 537-1868 « Fax: (308) 521-7936 » Hftp:l!HSBALom
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e History :
Frederick W. Rohlfing
Functions .
; Biography
ff Bi

=R Frederick W. Rohlfing III is a founding partner in the Honolulu law firm of
Rohlfing & Stone. Born in what was then the Territory of Hawaii, he
graduated from Punahou School in 1974, received his B.A. magna cum
laude, with high honors in economics, from Dartmouth College in 1978, and

+ Judicial his J.D. from the University of Chicago in 1983. In Chicago, Mr. Rohlfing

was active in the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic, representing Social Security

Nominations  py;qpility claimants.

« Employment/  gince returning to Honolulu in 1983, Mr. Rohlfing has concentrated his

Internships practice primarily in business, real estate, and personal injury civil
litigation. He has vigorously advocated on behalf of injured traffic accident
e« DOJ victims, including before the Hawaii Supreme Court. Mr. Rohlfing is a
Homepage member of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America.

An opening brief co-authored by Mr. Rohlfing in the case of Swire
Properties (Hawaii), Ltd. v. Zoning Board of Appeals was selected by the
Hawaii Supreme Court as the best example of appellate writing from the
State of Hawaii for submission to the first annual Scribe's Brief Writing
Competition sponsored by the American Society of Writers on Legal
Subjects.

In federal court, Mr. Rohlfing has participated in a variety of cases
involving First Amendment constitutional law, the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the Clean Water Act, the Lanham Act, the Petroleum
Marketing Practices Act, the Securities Act, and the Sherman Antitrust Act.
Mr. Rohlfing has also been a faculty speaker in several continuing legal
education seminars in Hawaii.

In addition to his legal practice, Mr. Rohlfing is active in the community.
He served from 1991-1993 as an elected member of the Manoa
Neighborhood Board of the City and County of Honolulu. He was the
president of Manoa Paniolo (Youth) Football from 1999-2001, and
presently serves as a member of the Mission Houses Museum board.

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingbio.htm 2/10/2003
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Ol Frederick W. Rohlfing III

Functions L
hoRHOEER Resumé
» Staff Bios (b)6) Honolulu, Hawaii
Resources Legal Residence: Hawaii
Tsdieial Education: 1974 - 1978 Dartmouth College
o Ud'c.'a ; B.A. degree, magna cum
Nominations laude
o Employment/ University of Chicago
Internships IR sy Law School
J.D. degree
e DOJ :
Last Updated: 1:23:02 Experience: 1983 - 1984 2){12(112?11 Katz Jossem
Associate
House of
1985 Representatives, State of
Hawaii
Chief Minority Attorney
1985 - 1990 Law Offices of James M.
Sattler
Associate
1990 - 1995 Stubenberg & Durrett
Associate 1990 - 1993
Partner 1993 - 1995
1995 Senate, State of Hawaii
Chief Minority Attorney
1995 - 1996 Law Office of Frederick
http://www.usdoj. gov/olp/rohiﬁngresmne.htm . 2/10/2003
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W. Rohlfing, III
Sole Proprietor

1997 - present Rohlfing & Stone
Partner
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Lowell K.Y. Chun-Hoon, Esq. of King, Nakamura & Chun-Hoon,
Honolulu, Hawaii:
. ¢ "I have worked together with him extensively representing a mutual
e Judicial client in an unusually complicated personal injury-legal malpractice-
Nominations workers' compensation claim... [ was impressed by his rapid
assimilation of this arcane body of law, his graceful and lucid prose,
o Employment/ and his tenacious representation of the injured worker. . . . I hope the
Internships fact that he is endorsed by a lifelong union lawyer like myself
suggests something of his ability to transcend traditional labels and
DOJ affiliations through the force of his character and intellect." Excerpt
4 Jfrom February 20, 2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State Bar
Homepage Association.

Cynthia A. Farias, Esq., Honolulu, Hawaii:

¢ "In my opinion, Mr. Rohlfing is highly intelligent, completely honest
and extremely hard-working. He is reasonable and even-tempered,
and has been a pleasure to work with. Mr. Rohlfing is also a problem-
solver who will work diligently towards resolution of an issue. He has

the legal skills, experience and work ethic to be an excellent judge."
Excerpt from February 20, 2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State

Bar Association.

Thomas E. Crowley, Esq., of the Law Offices of Thomas E. Crowley,
Honolulu, Hawaii:

e "Mr. Rohlfing is an excellent lawyer and litigator. He brings two
critical skills to each case which are fundamental to a district court
judgeship: the ability to correctly analyze complicated issues, and the
ability to communicate that analysis in a clear and concise way. He is
extremely well-organized, prompt, careful, and efficient. Of special
note is the superior quality of Mr. Rohlfing's legal writing."

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingsupport.htm 2/10/2003
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e "Mr. Rohlfing is more than an excellent litigator. He has private as
well as public integrity, which means he is honest in both his personal
and professional dealings. As a judge, Mr. Rohlfing would have the
courage to displease, which means he will rule the right way, even in
the face of public and private pressure." Excerpt from March 12, 2002 letter
to Senator Patrick Leahy.

The Honorable Boyd P. Mossman, State of Hawaii Circuit Court Judge for
the Second Circuit, Retired

o "Fritz's legal education and his experience with business as well as the
law provide him with an intellectual capacity and confidence;
however, his sense of community and sense of humor generating from
his local roots are an even better gauge of his genuinenesss and
dedication to Hawaii and the United States." Excerpt from February 5,
2002 letter to Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii State Bar Association.

Sharon R. Himeno, Esq. of Price Okamoto Himeno & Lum, Honolulu,
Hawaii:

e "I am pleased to endorse Fritz Rohlfing's nomination to the U.S.
District Court. I have known Fritz for over 25 years, and he has
always been a person of the highest integrity and intellect. His
credentials are outstanding, he has extensive experience as a litigator
in both federal and state court, and he would be a great addition to our
federal bench." Excerpt from February 20, 2002 letter to the Michael Gibson,
President, Hawaii State Bar Association.

Charles Robert Ching, Esq. of Honolulu, Hawaii:

e "In working with Fritz, I found both his legal analysis and his written
work product to be consistently excellent. In discussing legal issues
and theories, Fritz demonstrates a keen legal mind and an abiding
respect for the law. I am particularly impressed by Fritz’s ability to
recall and explore alternate legal theories and his willingness to
entertain and analyze such theories on their own merits. In this regard,
Fritz has always displayed an intellectual curiosity, integrity, and
judgement that would be especially well suited to the bench. Fritz is
also a tireless legal researcher with a thirst for substantive legal

knowledge and a seemingly infinite capacity to digest case law."
Excerpt from February 11, 2002 letter to the Michael Gibson, President, Hawaii

State Bar Association.

Russell Blair, former Democratic state senator and District Judge:

http://www.usdoj.gov/olp/rohlfingsupport.htm 2/10/2003
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e "We've had discussions over the years about matters political and
legal and he's always struck me as being intelligent and forthright.
He's coming from the right place: good heart and good head." The
Honolulu Advertiser, Thursday, January 24, 2002.

For further information please contact Barbara Comstock in the Office of
Public Affairs at (202) 514-2007.

FOIA | Privacy and Security Notice
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