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Arited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Jammary 22, 2002

The Honorable David Walker
Comptroller General

General Accounting Office
441 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr, Walker:

At the request of Representatives Dingell and Waxman, the General Accounting Office
has been investigating the makeup and deliberations of the Administration’s energy task force.
Those efforts were set aside after the iragedies of September 11. We write you today to urge
you to coptinue this investigation. :

The tragedies of September 11 forced Congress and the Administration to focus their
attention on cormbating terrorism. However, now as the war continues to go well and we turn to
domestic issues, Americans have the right to know how the Administration’s energy policy was
developed. Soon, Congress will begin to consider legislation that will establish a national energy
policy, but we still have very little information sbout the makeup and conduct of the Vice
President’s task force, even thongh it was established and run by the executive branch of
gavernment and was, by all accounts, the basis for the President’s energy plan.

Who helped shape the Administration’s energy policy? How did participants get im'rited'
and what interests did they represent? What did they recommend? What changes did they
request? The American public deserves auswers to these questions.

Our concem is that we would be setting a dangerons precedent, and would be shirking
Congress’s oversight responsibilities if these questions are not asked, or if the Administration is
allowed to avoid answering them. As the investigative arm of Congress, we believe it is the
responsibility of the GAQ to look into this situation.
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Sincerely,
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Byron L. Dorgan

U.S. Senate - 713 Hart Building U Washington D.C. 20510
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Accounling Office (CGGAQ), asked that it continuc La

KEY SENATORS ASK GAO TO PURSUE ADMINISTRATION’S
"ENERGY TASK FORCE INFORMATION

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) --- Four key U. 5. Senulors, ina letter sent today 1o the General
scelk information about the makeup and deliberations

of the Bush Administration's encrgy task foree.

o L..S. House consideration of the
“Frite"Hollings

Senalors, who chair the Commerce Committee and the Government ALt
subcommittees. are rcquesting that the G

The request wils orizginally madc by Reps. John Dingell (D-M1) and Henry Waxmun (-CA) priar
Energy Bill. Renewing the request loday, are Senators Cimest
(N-5C). Byron Dorgan (D-ND), Joseph Ligbecrman (D-CT) and Cuart Levin (1D-M1).

The 1touse has completed its work on the encray bill, but the Scnatc hus vel Lo take it up. The four

irs Cammittee, wnd their relevant
AQ continue to scek the information which they say the Senate

necds. before the Senate begins its consideration of the energy bill

. . 1 . o SR .
Prior o Seplember ) 1™ Lerrorist attacks, the GAO anpounced that the Adnimistration wis

withholding the information. The GAO. which is Clongress's investigalive ama, yesponded that it hid
rizht to the in formaution and that it was prepared L0 RO o courl Lo en force u requireent that the

Admimisiralion bim over information.

the ¢

The four Scnators said they feel the Senate descrves the infanmalion prior Lo its consideration al’
nergy billl That view hus bueen supported by Republican Senator Fred Thompson (R-TN) who has

publicly satd the Administration should release the informalion us well.

The text ol the lerter, to David Walker, Compiroller General of the GAQ, [ollows:

I M. Wedker:

Ar the reguest of Representalives Dingle and Waxman, the General Jdeconnting Qffice has
hewen fnvestigating the make wp and dedibserations of the Administration s ¢neryy teashk force. Those
cfforty nwere et axide arier the tragedies of Scprember 1 We write vou tolery fes Ly Vet Lo

continue hix investigation.

e tragedies of September [ 1 farced Congreys and the Achministretion o focus their
altention on combuting 1errorisi. Jlovweeyer, now ax e war continues (o go v/l cooned et io
domoestic ixsues, Americans ave the right 1o know Iy the Administration's cuerzy policy way
developad. Soon. Congress will hegm ta consider legislation that will extarhlisl a national energy
peilicy, but vwe still Jiave very Litele informetion alboil the makeup and conduct of tie Fiee
Proxident s (axk force, even though it wes extablished andd run by the exceutive hranel o/
woveramens el vas, by all cieeauns, the basis Jor the President s energy (lan.

1elier helped shape the Aclmiinismation s vnersgy: policy? How licd participants wol invited
aned wheat inrerests did they: reprosent? WWhat diel they recommend? Wit changes did they
reguese? The merican public deserves answyers (o these quesions.

Oters cceapcertn 18 et we wwesntled b yetringy o dangerony precedenr. and vwerselid D Shurking
Congress ' oversight yespousihilicies if thexe gurestions are nol asherel, o if the A istrarion 18
et 1o covoid a8 Wering thep. As the invescigative arit nf Congress. Wi hoedicyve 1l oes the
responsihiline of the Al €D (o lowk Dirte this stlwalion. g
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