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Anited States Senate Raua

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 23, 2003

The Honorable John Ashcroft

Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
~ Washington, DC 20530

Dear Generzl Asherofi:

I write to respond to the claims you make in your Department’s leiter of October
8, 2002, in which you argue that both historical precedent and policy considerations
support not disclosing docurments Written by Mr. Miguel Estrada, a nominee to a lifetime
seat on the D.C. Circuit, when he was Assistant to the Solicitor General. I write also to
ask that you reconsider your decision not to disclose Mr. Estrada’s memoranda.

Your argnment on historical precedent boils down to a claim that the Department
has never turned over such documents written by individuals who held the position Mr.
Estrada held at the Department, You list several nominees who were also Assistants to
the Solicitor General (or who held similar positions) and point out that the Department
did not disclose these types of writings with regard to therr nomipations. While your
assertion is true, no Senator ever requested any such materials for these nominees, so this
is hardly precedent for refusing to provide them now that Congress has actually asked for
them. :

If the factual record ended there, you would have a persuasive case. But it does
not There is ample historical precedent for the request we have made, policy
considerations argue in favor of disclosing the materials we have asked for, and this Bush
Administration has already disclosed similar memoranda in connection with a Senate-
confirmed norninee. Your concerns about keeping secret some once-sensitive
inforration from long-settled cases is unpersuasive, as is your contention that current
employees of the Department will somehow be chilled by the disclosure you seek.

The historical record I refer to includes the disclosure of previously confidential,
internal documents telating to the nominations of?

Robert H, Bork, to become an Associate Justice on the Supreme Court;
William Bradford Reynolds, the Assistant Attoney General for Civil Rights, to
become Associate Attorney General;

Benjamin Civiletti to become Attorney General;

Stephen Trott to become a judge on the Ninth Circuit; and

Justice William H. Rehnquist to become Chief Justice.
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Docurnents provided in the course of Judge Bork’s nomination are particularly
illustrative. I understand that at the Committee’s request, the Department disclosed to the
Senate memoranda written to then-Solicitor General Bork by lower level attomeys (in the
same capacity as Mr. Estrada) making recommendations about appeals. For example, the
Justice Department apparently provided the Senate Judiciary Committee with memoranda
related to its legal analysis of school integration cases, memoranda from Seventh Circuit
Judge Frank Easterbrook when he was an Assistant Solicitor General, intemnal
memotanda and non-public material related to Bork’s analysis of President Nixon’s
refusal to release his Watergate-related tapes, and other memoranda regarding the pocket
veto, executive privilege, and the firing of Archibald Cox.

Just as the historical precedent supports the disclosure of the requested
documents, the policy considerations af stake here weigh heavily in favor of production
of these materials to Congress. Perhaps the most important policy consideration is that
the Senate’s “consent” power, granted by the Constitution, not be thwarted. It should be
exercised — pro or con— only after the Senate obtains adequate information about 2
nominee, No Senator could relish the prospect of voting on nominees who refuse to
answer questions and whose views of the law are a near-total mystery.

You suggest that the Senate can sufficiently evaluate Mr, Estrada’s qualifications
for the federal bench by reviewing his already public written work. ‘But that is simply not
good enough. Mr. Estrada’s work on behalf of clients in private practice and as directed
by superiors at the Department of Justice does not tell us what we need to know.

Mr. Estrada’s abject refusal to discuss even the most innocuous Supréme Court
cases leaves Senators with distressingly little to go on in evaluating whether or not he has
extreme views that may make him an unacceptable choice for a seat on the very
important D.C. Circuit, When Mr. Bstrads testified before the Judiciary Committee, he
declined to answer all questions about'his approach to.the law. I asked him to name any
case from recent Supretne Court jurisprudence of which he was critical. I asked him to
comment on & case of which I have been critical, He declined both requests.

Given the red flags that have been raised about Mr. Estrada, it is imgperative that
we understand how he would approach legal questions were he confirmed. That he is
nominated to the D.C. Circuit, the second-highest ¢ourt in the land, and would be the
swing vote on that court, makes it especially important that we know more about Mr.
Bstrada’s views. We simply cannot rely on the scant amount of information already
public to do that.

Not only do historical precedent and policy argue in favor of disclosure, but the
current practice of this Administration belies your refusals. This President has already
taken a position contrary to that which you advance here. Just last year, the
Administwation disclosed legal memoranda written by an aitorney from the White House
Counsel’s office in connection with the nomination of Jeffrey Holmstead to be Assistant
Administrator at the Environmental Protection Agency, a term appointment of far less
import than this powerful lifetime appellate post. Nonetheless, in Mr. Bstrada’s case, the
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Administration has refused to provide any of the documents sought. Such refusal raises
questions about the reasons underlying the Administration’s unwillingness to disclose

M. Estrada’s writings. Those questions only sound more alarm bells regarding this
nomination.

Finally, T would like to address two seemingly reasonable concerns that you

expressed in your letter and explain why they are just ephemeral justifications for
keeping Mr, Estrada’s work secret longer.

You note the Department’s interest in keeping the writings of members of the
Office of the Solicitor General private. I can appreciate the sensitivity of these
memoranda, but we are requesting documents relating to cases that likely were resolved
years a20. (Should any case remain active, we would be glad to discuss appropriate

 precautions to ensure no damage is done to the government’s interests.) I see no

prejudice to the Department’s interests on this score.

The other point you argue is that current employees will feel a chilling effect if
they know that one day their writings may be made public. Given the public nature of the
work they are tasked with, I fail to see why Assistant Solictors General would be worried
that their analyses of cases might be given to Congress. Any time one of these
memoranda i§ written, the employee must assume that his/her advice will be accepted by
a superior and the views articulated in the memo will become the official position of the
United States — a step that necessarily would make the substance within the memo a
matter of public record. It is hard to see how a risk of future publicization creates a
chilling effect under these circumstances,

We cannot properly exercise our Constitutional responsibilities on lifetime
judicial appointments without adequate information. The information we need to
consider M, Estrada’s nomination is the hands of the Department of Justice. I sincerely
hope that both the Bush Administration and Mr. Estrada will reconsider the efforts 10
block the Senate’s access to this important information before we are forced into an
untimely vote on his confirmation.

' Sincerely

&w&s i SJ(M/‘

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator




MIGUEL A. ESTRADA :
ATTORNEYS WHO MAY BE CONTACTED BY THE PRESS

Robert S. Litt, Esq.
Amold & Porter
555 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1206
Telephone: (202) 942-6380
(D-Former DAAG Criminal Division)

Laura Ariane Miller, Esq.

Nixon Peabody LLP

401 9th Street, N.W.

Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20004

Telephone: (202) 585-8313
(I-Former BRW Clerk)

Otto G. Obermaier, Esq.

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

767 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10153-0119

Telephone: (212) 310-8843
(R-Former U S. Attommey SDNY)

David S. Blatt, Esq.

Williams & Connolly

725 Twelfth Street, N.-W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone: (202) 434-5135
(D-White Collar Lawyer)

Ronald Klain, Esq.

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

555 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 500 West

Washington, D.C. 20004-1109
Telephone: (202) 383-5317
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MIGUEL A. ESTRADA

SUPREME COURT ARGUMENTS

Deal v. United States, 508 U.S, 129 (1993) (W).

Austin v. United States, 509 U.S. 602 (1993) (L).

National Organization for Women, Inc. v. Scheidler, 510 U.S. 249 (1994) (W).
Powell v. Nevada, 511 U.S. 79 (1994) (Draw —Court did not reach the issue we briefed).
United States v. Alvarez-Sanchez, 511 U.S. 350 (1994) (W).

United States v. Mezzanattfo, 513 U.S. 196 (1995) (W).

United States v. Robertson, 514 U.S. 669 (1995) (W).

Reno v. Koray, 515 U.S. 50 (1995) (W).

Citizens Bank of Maryland v. Strumpf, 516 U.S, 16 (1995) (W).

Degen v. United Stares, 517 U.S. 820 (1996) (L).

Montana v. Egelhoff, 518 U.S. 37 (1996) (W).

Old Chief v. United States, 519 U.S. 172 (1997) (L).

United States v. Gonzales, 520 U.S. 1 (1997) (W).

Richards v. Wisconsin, 520 U.S. 385 (1997) (W).

Strickler v. Greene, 527 U.S. 263 (1999) (L).
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July 17, 2001

Honorable Patrick Leahy -
Chairman "
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

1 am writing to express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of
Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a talented and
accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomplishments. i

1 am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerel

sident & CEO

CHARO Plaza - 4301 East Valley Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90032-3619 » 323.269.0751 » Fax: 323.266.4326
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Chairman of the Board

Rodrigo T. Garcia, PE
President & CEO
Century Diversified, Inc.
Monterey Pk., California

Board of Directors

‘M. Frank Aviia, PE, PLS

E Business Plonner

Avila Computer Services, Inc.

Chicago, Iilinois

Fernando Erismann
President

Wavelength Optics, Inc.
Sacramento, California

David H. Segura
President & CEO
Vision Informstion
Technologies, Inc.
Detroit, Michigan
Web Site

EHEBC.org
Headguarters

M., Frank Avila, PE, PLS
Executive Director

Frank B. Avila ,esg
General Counsel

6201 W. Touhy
Chicago, IL 60646

Phone: 773-763-6570
Fex:  773-763-9102

e-mail

mirankavilagronp@aol.com

Hlspamc Engineers Business Corporatlon

July 20, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Suppert for Miguel Estrade’s Nomination 2s United States Court of
Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of Miguel A. Estrada, I am writing to express my support for Miguel
Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District
of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished
attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a
stellar academic career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his
varied and impressive achievements in the Justice Department and private
firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of superior talents and
accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue
to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to
expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

7 Gulld

M. Frank Avila
Executive Director

ves vo




HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER KANSAS CITY
1125 GRAND BLVD. SUITE 1803, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64108
816-472-6767 FAX: 816-472-1252

July 12, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished
attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Barr
Chairman
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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July 12, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals

Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch,

] am writing to express my support for the nomination of Miguel Estrada as United States Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and
accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

Mr. Estrada emigrated from Honduras while in his teens and went on to achieve stellar academic
standing at Columbia University and the Harvard School of Law. His legal experience includes
service in the private sector and with the Department of Justice, where he has demonstrated his
superior talents and abilities.

I am confident that as the first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit, he will continue to
distinguish himself and render thoughtful and equitable decisions. I urge you to expeditiously
attend to his confirmation.

MC:cav

PROUDLY SERVING THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF ORANGE COUNTY AND THE FOLLOWING CITIES AND AGENCIES:

‘DRUG USE:

DANA POINT * LAGUNA HILLS * LAGUNA NIGUEL * LAGUNA WOODS * LAKE FOREST * MISSION VIEJO = S
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA * SAN CLEMENTE * SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO * STANTON * VILLA PARK
HARBORS, BEACHES & PARKS * JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT * OCTA * SUPERIOR COURT
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Leagué of United L

n A_mem'can Citizens
Tuly 3, 2001

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee _
224 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dr. Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the nation’s oldest and
largest Hispanic civil rights organization, I write to express our strong support for the
confirmation of Mr. Miguel A. Estrada for the position of United States Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit.

As one of the leading Hispanic attorneys in the United States, Mr. Estrada is extremely well
qualified for this position. His experience with appellate and constitutional law will prove
invaluable to the District of Columbia Circuit as will his experience in arguing 15 cases before
the U.S. Supreme Court. His experience as Assistant to the U.S. Solicitor General and Assistant
U.S. Attorney gives him a strong background with jury trials and appeals. Finally, his work as a
partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and earlier as an attorney with Wachtell, Lipton,
Rosen & Katz gives a solid understanding of private practice.

Few Hispanic attorneys have as strong educational credentials as Mr. Estrada who graduated
magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Columbia and magna cum laude from Harvard Law
School, where he was editor of the Harvard Law Review. He also served as a law clerk to the
Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy in the U.S. Supreme Court making him one of a handful of
Hispanic attorneys to have had this opportunity. He is truly one of the rising stars in the
Hispanic community and a role model for our youth.

Mr. Estrada’s distinguished experience in law and his strong educational credentials make him
an outstanding candidate for this position. His confirmation would also help to address the
chronic underrepresentation of Hispanic judges in US circuits including the extremely important
District of Columbia Circuit—an issue that you have supported LULAC on in the past.

We are confident that Mr. Estrada will fulfill the duties of United States Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit with fairness, intelligence and commitment to the ideals of the
United States. We urge you to support Mr. Estrada’s confirmation and to ensure your
committee acts quickly on his nomination.

I thank you for your attention to this important matter, and I look forward to your response.
S.@iei’;

Rick Dovalina

LULAC National President

2000 L Street, NW, Suite 610 » Washington, DC 20036 » (202) 833-6130 = FAX (202) 833-6135 = http://www.LULAC.org

82/83
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May 23, 2001

Letters to the Editor
The Washington Post

1150 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20071

Re: ‘"Appeals Court Nominees Share Conservative Roots"
(May 23, 2001, page A31)

To the Editor:

Bill Miller's article quotes Paul Bender, who "supervised’
Miguel Estrada in the Solicitor General’'s Office, as saying that
he think Mr. Estrada "lacks the judgment" and is "too much of an
ideologue to be an appeals court judge." I served in the
Solicitor General'’s office with both Mr. Estrada and Mr. Bender,
and the quoted statements could use some context.

First, the SG has four deputies, of whom three are career
lawyers. Mr. Bender filled the fourth slot -- generally known as
the "political deputy," because he or she is a political
appointee. There was nothing wrong with his bringing his own
"ideological viewpoint" to that job, but your readers should
understand that Mr. Bender is not some neutral academic
commentator. He is an unabashedly liberal lawyer who filled an
important legal policy position in the last Administration.

Second, it is a little funny to see Mr., Bender quoted as
criticizing another lawyer for being too "ideological." I quite
like Mr. Bender personally, but I venture to say that without
much digging Mr. Miller could find plenty of Justice Department
lawyers who questioned some of Mr. Bender’s judgments on the same
ground.

Finally, non-lawyers among your readers (if any such there
be) should be cautious in interpreting pronouncements about legal
"Jjudgment." It is one thing to believe, as Mr. Bender obviously
does, that Mr. Estrada has conservative ideas about legal policy
or philosophy. It‘s quite another to accuse him of lacking
"judgment." I have known and worked with Mr. Estrada for a long
time, and nothing in his personal views interferes with his
exceptional ability to construct or dissect legal arguments; to
recall and apply judicial precedent; and to interpret a statute,
or the Constitution, fairly in accordance with its terms and the
intentions of its drafters. As taxpayers, we were all lucky to
have Mr, Estrada representing us when he worked at Justice. We
should grab the chance have him back as a judge.

Sincerely,

Edward C. DuMont
(202) S514-3385 (work)

[ (b)(6) _| (home)

TOTAL P.B4
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May 23, 2001

BY FAX TO 202-833-8069

Mr. Charles Green, Editor
National Journal

1501 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Re: "Tilting the Bench," by Elisabeth Frater (5/19)

To the Editor [For Publication]:

In her May 19 column describing recent judicial nominees,
Elisabeth Frater quotes Paul Bender as saying that when he was
Deputy Solicitor General, he "didn't trust" Miguel Estrada’‘s
*judgment, * which he characterizes as "unbalanced" by strong
"jdeological viewpoints." As quoted, those statements are either
just unfair or actually rather funny, depending on how much one
knows about the context. In any event they should not go
unanswered, because they could be very misleading to readers who
do not have some background.

I had the privilege of serving in the Solicitor General's
office with both Mr. Estrada and Mr. Bender. First, your readers
should understand that Mr. Bender was not just any "deputy
Solicitor General." The SG has four deputies, of whom three are
career lawyers. Mr. Bender filled the fourth slot -- generally
known as the "political deputy," because he or she is a political
appointee. Of course, it is perfectly appropriate for the
Solicitor General and the political deputy to bring a certain
"jdeological viewpoint," if you will, with them to office. That
is why Presidents get to make political appointments. But your
readers should understand that Mr. Bender is not some neutral
academic Solon with a purely dispassionate interest in The Law.
He is a liberal lawyer who filled an important legal policy
position under the ancien regime.

Second, it is funny for someone who served under Mr. Bender
in the Justice Department-to see him quoted as criticizing
another lawyer for having "ideological" or "unbalanced" judgment.
I quite like Mr. Bender personally, but his. tenure at DOJ was not
marked by a total absence of ideology:; and I venture to say that
without much digging Ms. Frater could find plenty of lawyers who
questioned some of his judgments. There’s no need to take sides
-- presumably Mr. Bender, like most of us, was sometimes right




Editor, National Journal
May 23, 2001
Page two

and sometimes wrong. My only point is that, to paraphrase the
proverb, those who judge with glass gavels should be careful how
hard they bang them.

Finally, the non-lawyers among your readers should be
cautious when interpreting pronouncements about legal "judgment.
Lawyers reading the words attributed to Mr. Bender will dlscount
them, because in context -- a Democratic political appointee
talking about high-profile cases "involving the rights of women,
homosexuals, or criminal defendants” -- they appear to mean
little more than that when Mr. Bender wanted the brleflng in a
case to reflect his or the former Administration’s views of
proper legal policy on a controversial issue, he found it more
pleasant to work with lawyers other than Mr. Estrada. Fair
enough, if that’'s the way he felt. To a non-lawyer reader,
however, the quoted comments might suggest that by some objective
standard of legal competence, Mr. Estrada lacks sound profes-
sional legal judgment. That would be a serious and unwarranted
accusation.

Mr. Estrada may have some strong personal views (most smart
people do), and he and I do not always agree on matters of policy
(most lawyers don’t always agree on anything). Nothing in those
views, however, interferes with Mr. Estrada‘’s exceptional ability
to construct or dissect legal arguments; to recall and apply
judicial precedent; and to interpret a statute, or the
Constitution, fairly in accordance with its terms and the
intentions of its drafters. If (heaven forbid) I needed a lawyer
myself, I would count myself very lucky to get one with his
professional skills and judgment -- whatever the issue in the
case. As a country, we were lucky to have him representing us
wher. he worked for the Department of Justice. We should grab the
chance have him back as a judge.

Sincerely,

N e

Edward C. DuMont
(202) 514-3385 (work)
l (b)(6) | (home)




Phoenix Construction Services

CA State License # 688023

July 19, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Haichi, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of Phoenix Construction, I am writing to express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as
United states Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada’s is a brilliantly talented
and accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia
University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in the Justice Department and
private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a distinguished career with
thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to his conformation.

Thank you for your attention.

Smcerely, Q
Rosario Girard
President/CEO

2305 Chicago Avenue, Riverside, CA 92507 |
909-781-4949 Fax 909-781-4449
www.phoenix-const.com




CASA DEL SINALOENSE

CENTRO DE INFORMACION A HISPANOS
2513 MOUNTAIN VIEW RD EL. MONTE CA 91733
TEL (626) 443-8354 FAX (626) 443-5840

Tuly 19, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Commitiee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Migucl Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judpe
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of CASA DEL SINALOENSE, I am writing to express my support for Miguel
Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who will make an
outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit,

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
carcer at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself 1o
be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
 distinguished carcer with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to

his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

President

Sincerely,
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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION ‘
Federal Judiciary
11th Floor
740 Fifteenth.Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-1022
(202) 662-1765

July 9, 2001

VIA FACSIMILE AND MAIL

Hon. Orrin G. Hatch
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6275
Re:  Miguel Angel Estrada
United States Court of Appeals
District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch:

We are transmitting to you for your consideration this Committee’s
evaluation pertaining to the nomination of Miguel Angel Estrada as Judge of the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

I am pleased to report that as a result of our investigation the Committee 1S
of the unanimous opinion that Miguel Angel Estrada is Well Qualified for
appointment as Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit.

A copy of this letter has been sent to Mr. Estrada for his information.

PAtricia M. Hynes
hair

ce: Miguel Angel Estrada, Esq.
‘Hon. Alberto R. Gonzales
Viet Dinh, Esq.
ABA Standing Committee on Federal Judiciary
Robert D. Evans, Esq. '

Standing Committee on



HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

2001-Z002 Ocrober 12, 2001,
and

Officers

Bourd of Directoxs
The Honorsble Patrick J. Leahy

Rt Chairman, Senate Judiciary Comrmitice
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
‘Washington, DC 20510

Jessica Herrera Dear Chairman Leahly:
A ey 1 am writing on bebalf of the Hispanic Bar Assosistion of
the District of Columbiz (HBA-DC) to endorse Miguel Estrada far
Vice Presidene the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. The
_;m*"" e Endorsements Comminee of the HBA-DC has canducted a
tboxvughreﬁcwoer.Esu-adaandhESquaﬁﬁcaﬁom, including
Viex Previdens interviews of a number of his former opposing counsel, co~counse},
Bxcternal o A and colleagaes. In addition, members of the HBA-DC
EndoxsemmtSCDmnn'ﬁEﬁmt'WithMr.Bmadatndimhis
Vice President .. pomination. Basadonourreview,w:momnnmdthmthe
’M“a 7 Oommmeevmsznvutoer..Esuadasnommmm
Perer Muocchstiti thatmnkthimapﬂysﬁtzdtoscmoulheD.C.Cimuit Heis 2
Secretary parmawithGibsan,Dxmn&&umham,wherehehasan
Dargnic Vore appellate practice. He has argued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court. Mr. Estrada, who received his J.D. magna cuwn lawde from
mfm" Harvard Law Schocl, served as a law clesk to the Honorable
S@ggnaergm Honorablc_:An_mlyaL.Kmintth.S. Court of Appeals far the
i Bt Second Circuit.
Chriztina Sarchio -
Pabio Siva ! Mr.Esuadahaadsvotedmuchufhiscmwpublic
Adriana Vieoo service. He served as Assistant 1o the Solicitor General of the

United States from 1992 10 1997, and previously scrved as
Assistant U.S, Aniorney and Deputy Chicf of the Appeliate Section
in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New
Yeark While in private prectice, be has spext considcrable time on
pro bono matters, including his representation of & death row
inmate in a challenge to his conviction and sentence, aud an
incarcerated defendaut who was secking habeas relief from his state

P.0. Bax 1012 - Weasbingten, D.C. 20013-1Q11 - (202) 3884550 . thado@hbadc.arg,

ca'd 9
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Everyone we terviewed, including Mr. Estreda’s former opponents, spoke very hlghly
of im. One former opposing counsel stated that when Mr. Estrada was in the Solicitar
General's Office, he “carried the mantle of a government lawyer in the best tradition.”
Others deseribed him as “one of the smartsst people I've ever met” apd “one of the most
amazing lawyess I've ever seen” One former co-counsel said that Mr. Estrada 18
“axtremely easy to get along with, friendly, open, ethical, and knowledgeable about the
law,” Others echoed this point, stating that “he bas a love for the law that few individuais
have.”

Mr. Estrada also has received bipartisan support, including sopport from several
of his former colleagues at the Deparmment of Justice who served under President Clintob.
prominent example 15 Randolph Moss, who worked with Mr. Estrada in the
ent when Mr. Moss wasDepmyAssistam;;nomgyGenml (he lar=g became

wrote to your Committee strongly supporting Mr. Estrada’s nomination and noting that
Mr. Estrada “is widely, and deservedly, regarded as an extraordinary legal talent” with an
“ghiding respect for the law,” who will “quickly cam a reputation as one of the finest
appellate judges jn the Nation.™ . Similarly, Robert Litt, who served as Deputy Assistant
Anomey General in the Criminal Division, has gaid that Mr. Estrada is “an absolutely
Brilliant lawyer” and 2 “talented and responsible advocate.”

Mr. Estrada, who cams to the U.S. frioxm his pative Honduras at age 17, would be
the first Hispanic to sit onthe D.C. Cirenit, President Bush’s groundbreaking nominshon
highlights the often overlooked pool of talented Hispenics in the legal profession. Mr.
Estrada’s appointment will be a histaric moment for the D.C. Circuit and an importam
development for the Hispanic legal commmumity. For all the reasons stated herein, we

eie R e

t/': Jessica R. Heyrera
President,
Hispavic Bar Association of
the District of Columbie

cc  The Honarsble Oryin G. Hatch
The Honorable Alberto R Gonzales
Hispanic Bar Association Enderscments Committee

6£SP L9P CB2
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HISPANTIC
BUSINESS

ROUNDTABLE PrEsSs RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: ROBERTO DEPOSADA
May 9, 2001 202-546-1284

Hispanic Business Leaders Challenge the U.S. Senate
to Put Aside Partisan Politics and Confirm Hispanic Judge

— Estrada would be first Hispanic Judge in U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit — |

Washington, DC - The Hispanic Business Roundtable (HBR) today praised President George W.
Bush for nominating the first Hispanic Juclge to serve on the United Statcs Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit and urged the U.S. Senate to put aside partisan bickering and give Latinos what has [ong been
overdue: represcntation in this prestigious Circuit Court.

“Miguel A. Estrada brings to the court a distinguished legal record based on his many years of work in
the public and private sector,” said HBR Fresident Mario Rodriguez, CEO of Jonathan Grey & Associates Inc.
in San Clemente, California. “Mr. Estrada also brings a unique perspective and human experience understood
only by thosec who have migrated to a foreign land as a teenager not knowing the language. It is for this cultural
depth and his uniquc lcgal qualifications that HBR urges the Senate Judiciary Committee and all members of the
U.S. Scnate Lo put partisan politics aside s that Hispanics are no longer denied representation in one of the
most prestigious courts in the land.”

Mr. Estrada, born in Honduras, graduated rmagna cum laude from Coluimbia Collcge and magna cum
laude from llarvard Law School. He served as a member of the editorial board of the Harvard lLaw Revicw
and is currently a member of the National 13oard of Directors of the Center for the Conumunity Intcrest.

“We are deligbted to finally sce a P’resident appoint a Hispanic to this Court. It’s been long overdue,”
said HBR Vice President Jaime Ramon, partner in the law firm of Locke Liddell & Sapp in Dallas, Texas. “No
one can seriously question the integrity and the qualifications of Miguel Estrada. He served as a successful
prosecutor in the Southern District of New York. as Assistant Solicitor General in the Clinton Administration,
and as a distinguished private altorney in Washington, DC. There is no reason why partisan bickering should
keep Estrada from serving on this court.”

“To deny Latinos, the nations large st minority. one of our own to serve on this court in our nation’s
capital. isunforgivable,” said HBR Exccutive Director Robert Deposada. “The 35 million Hispanics in this
country can no longer be ignored.”

The Hispanic Business Roundtablc is a non-profit, non-partisan organization based in Washington, D.C.
IIBR was established in 1995 to address palicy issues that directly affect the well-being of Hispanics in the U S.
For more information on HBR, please visit our websile at www.hbrt.ore.

HHE

611 Pennsylvania Ave., S.E. ® M.B. 196 ®* Washington, DC 20003 ® Tel. 202-546-1284 ® www.hbrt.org



OFFICERS

July 17, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow
Chair

Hectcr V. Barrete
Vice Chairman

George Herrera
President & CEO

Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

BOARD CF DIRECTCRS

Region |

Liliam Lujan-Hickey™*
Las Vegas, NV

Hector V. Barreto
Los Angeles, CA

Sheila Guarderas
Fresno, CA

Joe Perez
Honolulu, Hi

Region li

Scott Flores*
Denver, Co

Ray Arvizu
Phoenix, AZ

Carmen Bermudez
Tucson, AZ

Tina Cordcva
Albuquerque, NM

Region lli
Daniel Perez*
Kansas City, MO
Marco A. Arredondo, P.E.
Portland, TX
J.R. Gonzales
Austin, TX
Maria Guadalupe Taxman
St. Louis, MO

Region IY
Nestor Fernandez*

Miamisburg, OH
Juventino Cano
Aurora, IL
George Franco
Milwaukee, WI
Leticia Herrera
Chicago, IL

Region V
Henry M. Calderon*

New York, NY
Edgar Cintron
Holyoke, MA
Esperanza Porras Field
Morristown, NJ
Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow
Washington, DC

Region VI
Alex Chavez*

Sarasota, FL
Jose Ignacio Gonzalez
. Atlanta, GA
Raiza Tamayo
Orlando, FL
Emilio Torres
San Juan, PR

*Denotes Regional Chair

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States
Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States
Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit.

Mr. Estrada is a talented and accomplished attorney who will make an
outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia University and Harvard
Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in the Justice
Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of
superior talents and accomplishments.

As the former Chair of the DC Chamber of Commerce, and the first
Latina to hold that position, this appointment is important. It would
have a positive impact on the emerging Hispanic population and would
set the tone that there are qualified Hispanics willing to assume roles
and responsibility to contribute to the well-being of the District. I am
confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will
continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

2175 K Strset NW » Suite 100 - Washington, DC 20037 - Telephone (202) 842-1
hitp:/Avww.ushcc.com
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June 26, 2001

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Prcsident:

It is our pleasurc to support the nomination of Mr. Miguel A. Estrada to be United States
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia. Mr. Estrada is an outstanding candidate for this
position, and we are delighted that you are considering him.

Mr. Estrada has outstanding educational credentials, having received his J.D. degree from
Harvard Law School in 1986. He has a breadth of experience, including having served as
clerk to the Hon. Anthony M. Kennedy at the U.S. Supreme Court.

He served with distinction as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the United States Attorney’s Office
in the Southern District of New York. In addition, he has outstanding experience at the
federal Jevel, having served as Assistant to the Solicitor General at the U.S. Department of
Justice for six years. Mr, Estrada presently serves as Partner in the distinguished
Washington-based law firm of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP.

It is evident that Mr. Estrada is an excecdingly well-qualified candidate, and we are plcased
to support his nomination. Ifhe is confirmed, Mr, Estrada will be the first Hispanic to reach
the Appcals Court in the District of Columbia, an achievement for which the Hispanic
community will be very grateful.

Yours truly,
Arthur M Lopez /0‘32— Massey \%eal /gtephcn Denlinger
Chairman President CEO

419 New Jersey Avenuc, S.E. e Capitol Hill # Washington, D.C. 20003
Phone 202.546.3803 « Fax 202.546,3807 « LAMAUSA@Bcll Atlantic.nct
LAMA is the oldest national Hispanic business orgunization in the United Statex
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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW
LCDO. ANIBAL LUGO

June 25, 2001

Vermont’s U. S. Senator
Patrick J. Leahy

Senator Orrin G. Hatch

Dear Senators:

It is a pleasure to be able to write in support of, Miguel Estrada, Esq. Mr. Estrada has personal and
academic qualities, which would be enhance his potential for success as a United State Circuit
Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit.

He has displayed qualities which one expects form a serious, mature goal oriented professional,
intelligence-ability level and responsibility. Also, Mr. Estrada has shown during these years his
leadership and his great capacity for hard work.

I am happy to be able to provide a high level recommendation for his candidacy.

Sincerely,

| ibal Lygo,

BOX 467, SAN GERMAN, PUERTO RICO 00683, TEL.: 267-5422/267-5421
CALLE MATTEI LLUVERAS #32 ALTOS, YAUCO, PUERTO RICO
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PlastiComm Industries, Inc.
1500 W. 47" Avenue
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 433-2333
(303 433-7133 Fax

July 16, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy,
Uniled States Senator Chairman

Comimittee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC' 20510

eals . @

Dear Chairman ) eahy:

On behalf of the Hispanic Business Community, I am writing to expre s mmy support for Miguel Estrada’s
nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Solumbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a
brilliantly talented and accomplished attomey who will make an outstar: ding addition to the prestigivus DC
Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who ac sieved a stellar scademic carcer at
Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impi zssive achicverents in the Justice
Departnent and privatc firms, ‘Mr. Eswada has shown himsclf to be of superior talents and
accomplishments.

I am confident that this first [ispanic member of the DC Circuit will cor tinuc to lead a distinguished carcer
with thoughtful und fair decisions. T urge you to expeditiously attend to 1is confirmation

Thank you for your attention,

e
Sinc::rel)}/ >




May 18, 2001

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6275

Dear Chairman Hatch:

I write to express my strong support for the nomination of Migue] Estrada to the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. Ihave known Miguel for
many years, dating back to the 1980s, when we served together as law clerks at the U.S.
Supreme Court. We also worked together in the Justice Department during the Clinton
Administration, where Miguel served as an assistant to the Solicitor General and I served
as a Deputy Assistant Attomney General (and, after Miguel left the Department, as the
Assistant Artorney General) in the Office of Legal Counsel. Although I am a Democrat
and Miguel and I do not see eye-to-eye on every issue, I hold Miguel in the highest
regard, and I urge the Committee to give favorable consideration to his nomination.

Miguel is widely, and deservedly, regarded as an extraordinary legal talent. He
has a near-encyclopedic knowledge of the law, a powerful intellect, and an ability to
bring coherence to even the most complicated legal doctrine. In the tradition of our
greatest judges, Miguel wrestles with legal questions and is never satisfied until he has
examined a question from every possible angle and made sense, wherever possible, of
competing strands of the law. Even more importantly, he brings to this task an abiding
respect for the law. As a matter of fundamental integrity, Miguel will follow a legal
argument where it takes him and will not succumb to leaps of faith or Japses of logic to
reach a desired result. Based on this same sense of integrity, moreover, I believe that
Miguel will decide cases independently. I have never known Miguel to bend to pressure
from others. He says and does what he believes is right, and in doing so is always honest
and forthright. :
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The Hon. Ormmin G. Hatch
May 18, 2001
Page 2 of 2

In short, Miguel is a brilliant, dedicated, and principled lawyer. I firmly believe
that Miguel will quickly eamn a reputation as one of the finest appellate judges in the
Nation. I strongly support his nomination.

A7RZn‘ully yours, //
Randolph D. Moss
cc: The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy

Ranking Member

2
TOTAL P. B3




OTTO G, OBEXMAIER

767 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y, 10153

July 11, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Umted States Senate

Washingten, D.C. 2051C

Re: Miguel Estrada

Dear Senator Leahy:

I write in support of the Presndent s nomination of Mlguel
Estrada to the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columibia
Circuit, currently pending before the Judiciary Committee.

1 know Mr. Estrada. While | was the United States Attorney
for the Southern District of New York, I recommended his appointment tc the
Attorhey General 28 20 Ase‘.lstant ‘United States Attomey My judgment was
that he was intellectually given, - his background gave him the Judgment to
perform the duties of a» Assistant and he had an interest in public service.
Atiorney General Thornburgh accepted my recommendation and Mr. Estrada
served as an Assistant United States Attorney until I received a request frem
then Solicitor General Starr asking for my permission to allow Mr. Estrada-to
join the Solicitor General’s Office. I consented.

The United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District
of New York is, in my view, the most prestigious prosecutor’s office in the
country. I'and-all of my modemn predecessors.ran the office on a non-partisan
basis. At the time I recornmended Mr. Estrada as an Assistant, I did not
know (and frankly did not care) what Mr. Estrada’s political affiliations were.
His service as an Assistant United States Attorney confirmed my original
judgment and was not in any way impacted by his personal political beliefs
“whatever they might be). I understand the same was true in his service as an

f zsistant to the Solicitor General

: - The Southern’ District of New- York has 2 tradmon of publxc
service which'l believe Mr. Estrada shares.” Mr: Estrada served u.nder WO
Chmf'" of the Cnmmal Dmsmn whom T appomted Both are now Judges of !




The Honorable Patrick Leahy
July 11, 2001
Page 2

the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York. Both
were appointed to that Court by President Clinton. I was an appointee of
President George H. W. Bush.

It is in this tradition of the non-partisanship of the Southern
District of New York that I without reservation urge you and your colleagues
on the Judiciary Committee to speedily confirm Miguel Estrada as a Judge of
the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit,

I hold myself available to provide the Committee’s staff with
any additional information I am able to provide.

Respecitful submitted,

Otto G. Obermaier
0OGO/ek

Co: Senator Orrin G. Hatch
Senator Charles E. Schumer

RECEIVED JuL 1 3 2001
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.&agus o/[ United Latin Hmerican Citizens

Office of the Florida State Director

June 25, 2001

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate
Washington, DC

Dear Senator Leahy:

On behalf of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) State
of Florida, | am writing to convey our strong support for Miguel A. Estrada
for the position of United States Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit.

I have followed the career of Mr. Estrada since he clerked for the Hon.
Anthony M. Kennedy, Supreme Court of the United States in the late
1980's through his appointment to the United States Department of
Justice, Solicitor General's Office as Assistant to the Solicitor General as
well as Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York and
have always considered him to be one of the brightest stars in a growing
field of talented young Hispanic attorneys today.

| am confident that Mr. Estrada will fulfill the duties of Circuit Judge with
intelligence, even-handedness and a strong commitment and respect for
the laws of this great nation. Without a doubt he is an excellent
representative of the Hispanic Community. As such, we strongly urge
your favorable consideration of his nomination,

Sincerely,

Afmando V. Pomar
LULAC Florida State Director

AVP:map

PO Box 654503

Miaimi, Fiofida 33265 - 4503 Tel:(305) 2615348+ Fox: (305) 267.5000
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CONSTRUCTION QUALITY ASSURANCE
GEDTECANICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

July 19, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Commirntee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washingron, DC 20510

RE Suppori for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
e District of Coiumbia Circuir

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of Hispanic Small Businesses, I am writing 1o express my support for Miguel
Estrada’s nomination as United States Cournt of Appeals Judge for the Diswrict of Columbia
Circuir. Mr. Estrada is a bnlhantly talented and accomplished artomEy who will make an
ourstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, 10 his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. ] urge you to expeditiously anend 10

his confirmation.

Thank you for your anention.

Sincerely,
AL

Frank C. Rivera
PresidenvCEO
TUCSON FLAGSTAFF CLOBE
{520) 623-6337 (520) 5220337 (520) 425-5999

Fax (520) 623-4603 Fax (52D) 522-0350 Fax (520) 425-95G7
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July 17, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of The Hispanic Business Roundtable, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Mr. Estrada i8 a brilliantly talented and accomplished attormey who
will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia University and
Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in
the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown
himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC circuit will
continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation,

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Mano Rodriguez
President
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July 12,2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman '

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court
of Appeals Judge for the Disirict of Columbis Circpit

Dear Chairman Léahy:

On behalf of the Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc., 1 am writing
to express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appezls J udge for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who
will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnjugs as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar: academic career at Columbia University and
Harvard Law Schoo), to his varied and impressive achievements in
the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown
himself to be of superior talepts and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will
continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful fair decisions.
I urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for yiour attention.

Sincerely,
Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc.

Paul Rodriguez b
Chairman :

PR/jb :

N

cmcement;of Hispanic Contractors and Building Professionals

(816) 421-3626 2 (816) 421-1025 FAX




July 13, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces, I am writing to express my
support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney
who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

0 T L
nny Segura
Executive Director

MISSION STATEMENT

The Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces, through its diverse membership,
seeks to promote and enhance economic growth, community service, and cultural awareness.

(505) 523-2681 - (505) 523-4639 Fax - 301 W. Amador - P.O.Box 1964 - Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004
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L7 Mexican American
<= Grocers Associarion
July 18, 2001

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510
RE: Miguel Estrada, Presidential Nominee
United States Court of Appeals Judge
For the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy,

On behalf of the 8,000 members of the Mexican American Grocers Association, | wish
to convey our strong support for the Senate’s rapid confirmation of President Bush’s
nomination of Miguel Estrada to serve as the first Hispanic on the prestigious DC

Circuit.

Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who is very familiar with
the Federal Judiciary, having clerked for Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
and Second Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Amalya L. Kearse.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras, who achieved a stellar
academic career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and
impressive achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has
shown himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

| am confident that this first Hispanic member will make an outstanding addition to the
DC Circuit and will continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. | urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Sincerely,

Steven A. Soto
President & CEO

SAS:jvs

405 North San Fernando Road, Los Angeles, CA 90031 e (323) 227-1565 o Fax: (323) 227-6935

Visit our website http:// www.maga.org
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June 25, 2001

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Miguel A. Estrada, Esq.

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of the Republican National Hispanic Assembly, it is with great pleasure that
we endorse Mr. Miguel A. Estrada’s nomination as Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit Court of Appeals. Please know that Mr. Estrada comes highly recommended.

The Republican National Hispanic Assembly (RNHA) is one of the nation’s largest
Hispanic membership organizations and represents the interests of over 7 million
Hispanics nationwide. RNHA also plays a leading role in educating and developing
leaders in Hispanic Communities across the country.

Our endorsement of Mr. Estrada comes from his hard work as a leading member of the
Hispanic Community. Mr. Estrada is hailed as a role model among Hispanic youth
across the country. Although he came to the United States at the age of 15 knowing little
English, Mr. Estrada was able to overcome his disadvantaged background and succeed.
Mr. Estrada’s story is truly an American Dream; a dream that many Hispanic young
people have not taken part in. As a Judge in the DC Circuit Court, Mr. Estrada will be in
a position to positively impact the Hispanic Community, an impact that is greatly needed
as the high school attrition rate among Hispanic youth steadily increases.

Moreover, Mr. Estrada’s credentials are impeccable; a Harvard Law degree, a clerkship
in the Federal Appellate Court, two years in the US Attorney’s Office, and a clerkship in
the US Supreme Court. Mr. Estrada will be an asset to the Circuit Court.

On behalf of the over 7 million Hispanics represented by RNHA, we strongly urge you to
confirm Mr. Miguel A. Estrada’s nomination expeditiously.

Sincerely,

WA

Massey Villarreal
National Chairman

600 Pennsyivania Avenue, Southeast, Suite 300 » Washington, D.C. 20003 * (202) 544-6700 = FAX: (202) 544-6869
visit us at: www.rnha.org

us




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SMALL DISADVANTAGED
BUSINESSES

July 12, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy

United States Senator

Chairman Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE:  Support of Miguel Estrada's Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the
District of Columbia Circust

Dear Senator Leahy:

The National Association of Small Disadvantaged Businesses (NASDB), is a trade association of approximately
300 minority-owned firms located throughout the United States. Our primary purpose is to enhance the ability of
minority-owned firms to secure their fair share of the Federal procurement dollar. We do this primarily by
educating these finms as to the things they're entitled to, by law, and informing them as to how to get what they're
entitled to. At the same time, we attempt to make the Government agencies and major primes, who serve them,
more aware of their responsibilities under these same laws.

The NASDB would like to add our support to those, much more distinguished than are we, in expressing our
support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to
the prestigious DC Circuit.

While we do not dwell on symbolism, we feel that Mr. Estrada's appointment as the first Hispanic member of the
DC Circuit, will be of benefit to us in further illustrating the wide range of talent in the minority communities, just
waiting to be effectively and fully used. We urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Respectfully submitted,

4nry T. Wilfong Jr., MBA, CPA
President, NASDB

Current or Former Positions:

Pasadena, CA City Councilman

Associate Administrator MSB/COD, SBA

Member, National Council on Policy Review

Member, NASA Advisory Council

Chair, NASA Minority Business Resource Advisory Committee
Member, Presidential Task Force on International Private Enterprise
Member, Bush-Cheney Transition Team-SBA Advisory Group

P.O. Box 13603, Silver Spring, MD 20911 - Tel. # 301.588.9312 - email: hwilfongjr@aol.com
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Democrats’ Fishing Expedition for Confidential Materials

® The Department of Justice has never disclosed confidential, deliberative documents from
career lawyers in the Solicitor General’s office in connection with a Circuit Court
nomination. The Senate has never even asked the Departiment to do so. Democrats are
creating a new double standard that applies only to the nomination of Miguel
Estrada.

. Every living former Solicitor General has denounced the Democrats’ demands. The
letter was signed by Democrats Seth Waxman, Walter Dellinger, and Drew Days, and by

Republicans Ken Starr, Charles Fried, Robert Bork and Archibald Cox.

v The Solicitors General explain that the frank exchange of ideas on which their
office depends “simply cannot take place if attorneys have reason to fear that their
private recommendations are not private at all, but vulnerable to public
disclosure.”

v The letter concludes that “any attempt to intrude into the Office’s highly
privileged deliberations would come at a cost of the Solicitor General’s ability to
defend vigorously the United States’ litigation interests—a cost that also would be
borne by Congress itself.”

. Longstanding historical practice confirms that deliberative memoranda are off-
limits during confirmation hearings. Since the Carter Administration, the Senate has
confirmed former Justice Department employees—even those with no prior judicial
experience—without demanding to see their confidential memoranda. It should not adopt
a new double standard for Estrada’s nomination.

v Since 1977, the Senate has approved 67 appellate nominees who previously
worked at the Justice Department (including 38 with no prior judicial experience).
The Department did not disclose deliberative memoranda in any of these
nominations. In fact, the Senate did not even request such documents.

o Seven of the 67 were in the same position as Estrada: they had worked for the
Solicitor General and had not been judges previously. These seven nominees
were nominated by Presidents of both parties and confirmed by Senates controlled
by both parties. Again, the Justice Department did not disclose deliberative
memoranda in any of these nominations. The Senate did not even request such
documents.

. None of the so-called “disclosures” cited by the Democrats are precedent for the
sweeping demands they are making regarding Estrada. In fact, only two of their
purported “precedents” involve lawyers who worked in the Solicitor General’s office,
and in no instance did the Justice Department turn over amicus, certiorari, or appeal
recommendations.
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FRANK EASTERBROOK

o The Democrats’ mere possession of a single memorandum—a two-page amicus
recommendation that Easterbrook wrote as an Assistant to the Solicitor General—does
not suggest that the Justice Department waived any privileges or authorized it to be
disclosed.

. The official record of the Easterbrook confirmation hearing contains no references to this
document. After comprehensively reviewing its files, the Justice Department concluded
that it never authorized the document’s release.

. Last fall, Senator Hatch sent a letter to Senator Schumer specifically asking for
mformation about how the Democrats obtained this memorandum. To this day, the
Democrats still have never answered Senator Hatch’s letter.

. This single document provides no precedent for the Democrats’ sweeping request for
every document Estrada ever prepared.

ROBERT BORK

s The Bork documents are fundamentally different from the ones Democrats want to see
regarding Estrada. Those materials include Bork’s observations on political questions,
such as the pocket veto, President Nixon’s assertions of executive privilege, and the work
of the Office of Special Prosecutor.

. None of the materials in the public record contained internal deliberations regarding
appeal, certiorari, or amicus recommendations in pending cases.

o Bork was a political appointee (Solicitor General) at the time the malenals were prepared.
He was not a career lin¢ attorney like Estrada.

WILLIAM REHNQUIST

- During his hearings to be Associate Justice, Rehnquist refused to reveal the private
advice he had given to other Justice Department officials while Assistant AG for Legal
Counsel. He stated: “insofar as I may have been asked for advice in the process of
making administration policy decisions upon which the administration has not
taken a public position, there, I think, the lawyer-client privilege very definitely
obtains.”

. On November 5, 1971, the Attorney General specifically refused to waive the attorney-
client privilege after a Senator asked him to do so:

“I can well appreciate your personal, intense interest in probing into all aspects of
Mr. Rehnquist’s work while at the Department of Justice. I am sure you
appreciate, however, that it is essential to the fulfillment of my duties and
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obligations that I have the candid adyice and opinions of all members of the
Department. Further, I am sure you realize that if I should consent to your
request or other requests to inquire into the basis and background of advice|and
opinions that I receive from the members of my staff, it would be difficultito
obtain the necessary free exchange of ideas and thoughts so essential to the
proper and judicious discharge of my duties.” '

i
e The 1971 Rehnquist example is irrelevant for the additional reason that norne of the

information sought related to amicus, certiorari, and appeal recommendatio:ns. Indeed,
Rehnquist never served in the Solicitor General’s office. :

. Tu 1986, the Department turned over a small number of documents RehnquLst authored
while serving as Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsél from 1967-
71. These OLC mermos (not SG memos) were provided to the Committee ona
confidential basis after a bi-partisan group of SJC Senators (including Senator Specter)
threatened to subpoena them, and their contents later were leaked to the press in an effort
to embarrass Rehnquist and scuttle bis nomination. Rehnquist later was co}nﬁrmed.

. Rehnquist was a political appointee (Assistant AG for the Office of Legal (Elounsel) at the
time these materials were prepared. He was not a career line attorney like Estrada.

BENJAMIN CIVILETTI :

s During his 1979 confirmation hearings to be Attorney General, the Senate did not request
materials that he had prepared previously as a Justice Department official. i Rather, it
simply sought assurances that the Civiletti would cooperate with the Senate’s
oversight of the Justice Department in the future. Civiletti never specified which
documents he would be willing to turn over or which documents would be!privileged.

. During his 1978 hearings to be Deputy Attomey General, the Senate obtai]lled documents
related allegations that Civiletti had interfered with an investigation of an z:xlleged
kickback scheme involving members of Congress. The documents related| to specific
charges of misconduct. Unlike during Civiletti’s confirmation, there have been no
allegations that Estrada engaged in any improper behavior or otherwise failed to
discharge his duties. '

. None of the Civiletti materials were amicus, certiorari, or appeal recommendations.
Indeed, Civiletti never served in the Solicitor General’s office.

s Civiletti was a political appointee (Deputy AG and Assistant AG for Crim!inal) at the time

the documents were prepared. He was not a career line attorney like Estrada.
BRAD REYNOLDS j
I
. The Senate sought and received materials in the course of pursuing speciﬁlc allegations

that Reynolds, while Assistant AG for Civil Rights, failed to enforce the Voting Rights

|
z
I
|
l
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Act and Civi] Rights Act. The Department’s disclosure was limited to specific cases of
allesed misconduct. There have been no allegations that Estrada engaged in any
improper bebavior or failed to discharge his duties.

- Significantly, although Reynolds previously had served as an Assistant to t:he Solicitor
General, the Senate never suggested that his appeal, certiorari, or amicus |

recommendations should be divulged.
|

. Reynolds was a political appointee (Assistant AG for Civil Rights) at the time the
documents were prepared. He was not a career line attorney like Estrada.

JEFFREY HOLMSTEAD

® Tn 2001 the Senate requested 41 files Holmstead created during his servicelas Associate

Counsel to the first President Bush. The White House declined. After Holmstead’s
hearing the Senate, based on its particularized concerns about one specific subject,
requested documents related only to that matter.

. Because of the specificity of the Senate’s concens, the White House accommodated the
Committee by permitting review of documents related to that one subject matter while
expressly preserving all privileges. i

. Holmstead is no precedent for the current Senate’s sweeping request for every appedl,
certiorari, or amicus Estrada prepared during his five years in the Solicitor General’s
office. 1
STEPHEN TROTT

e The documents disclosed to the Judiciary Committee during its consideration of the Trott
nomination has nothing whatsoever to do with Trott. |

. The Committee requested internal Department documents about a Dol investigation of a
former Ambassador to Switzerland who had been accused of misusing embassy finds.
The Senate sought these documents after allegations that lawyers in the Department’s
Public Integrity Section had recommended the appointment of an independent counsel in
the matter, but were overruled by Attomey General Meese. i

. Senator Biden had requested these documents for over a year, and Committec Democrats
placed a hold on the Trott nomination in order to get them. While Trott at the time
served as Associate Attorney General, he had no personal involvement in the matter.

o Press accounts at the time corroborate that the Democrats’ request was unrelated to Trott.
See Ruth Marcus, “Impasse Over Justice Documents Ends, Papers Tumed Over, Senate
Confirms Trott to Court of Appeals”, Washington Post, March 25, 1988 at| A23.




doo1

0.'(2)/27/03 THU 10:51 FAX
/

2/26/03 18:10 FAX 2022249102 X JUDICIARY CMTE [goo2
EXE
£ ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH, CHAIRMAN CUUN):E‘C C. oF €. PRES
CHARLES E. GHASSLEY, IOWA PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT s EL TD e & f’i"’EHT
ARLEN SFECTER, PENNSYLVANIA EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS ‘g pp ESiny
JON KYL, ARIZONA JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jn,, DELAWARE - S ID N
MIKE DEWINE, QHID HERBERT KOHL, WISCONSIN ~ ZiH 1~ ‘
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CALIFORNIA %m tzd tatz y m e
LINDSEY O, GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA RUSSELL D. FEINGDLD, WISCONSIN ,‘7 é:
LARRY CRAIG, IDAHO CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK ! l,l
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS J
JOHN CORNYN, TEXAS JOHN EDWARDS, NORTH CAROLINA . COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
MAKAN DELRAHIM, CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFE DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 ..

BRUCE A, COHEN, DEMOCRATIC CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

February 26, 2003

The Honorable Alberto R. Gonzales
Counsel to the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Judge Gonzales:

As I announced on February 5, 2003, the Senate Judiciary Committee will use the
same questionnaire for judicial nominees that was employed during my previous
Chairmanship of the Committee, from 1995 to 2000.

As you know, that questionnaire proved to be thorough and fair during the Clinton
Administrations, and was modified after Democrats took control of the Senate in 2001.
My decision to use the pre-2001 questionnaire reflects my view that judicial nominations
should be treated the same regardless of which political party controls the White House
and/or the Senate,

If we have any changes to simplify the questionnaire in the future, we will inform
you promptly.

Orrin G. Hatch
Chairman

cc! Attormey General Ashcroft
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Orrin G. Hatch

Senate Judiciary Committee
Dirksen 224
Washington, D.C. 20510
Tel # (202) 224-5225
Fax # 224-9102

. v Facsimile Cover Sheet
M
TO:The Honoroble Mbeyts Aronzal €2 /wl(\i‘rc Heuse Counce]'s offu
FAX NUMBER: US(,—(,5779
PHONE NUMBER: 1}5(5- 21,32

FROM: Stnadiov Orvin Mokch / Sornde Yodiciary Compuithes

SUBJECT:.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES SENT (including cover sheet): 9
If you do not receive all pages, please call: 2RAU-0Ug
COMMENTS:

This and any accompanying pages contain information from the office of United States Senator Orrin G. Hatch which
is confidential or privileged. The information is intended ta be for the use of the individual or entity named above. Ifyou
are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosures, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this
information is prohibited. If you have received this facsimlle in error, please notily our offices by telephone immediately
so thal we can arrange for removal of the original document at no cost to you.




02/25/03 TUE 20:13 FAX ooz
FEB. 25. 2003 7:15PM DEMOCRATICWHIPN NO. 098 P. 2/2

HARRY REID ASSISTANT DEMOCRATIC
‘ LEADER

9Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7012

February 25, 2003

Mr. Alberto Gonzales

Counsel to the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C.

DcaMﬂM(

Thank you for your recent letter offering to arrange 2 private meeting between me and
Mr. Estrada. As you know, the Senate Judiciary Committee evaluates the record of each judicial
nominee recommended by the President and examines each nominee in an open hearing.

M. Estrada received a public hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on
September 26, 2002, Unfortunately, Mr. Bstrada failed to answer the Comruittee’s questions in a
forthright manner. Similarly, the nominee failed to provide memoranda he prepared while an
attorney in tbe Solicitor General’s office. As you know, such memoranda have been provided in

the past.

The Judiciary Committee’s role in the nomination process is critical to assuring the
informed, open and orderly consideration of individual nominees. I would be happy to mest
with Mr. Estrada privately once he responds publicly to the Judiciary Committee’s existing

requests for information.

Sincezely,

nited States Jenator
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July 18, 2001

Mexican American
Grocers Associafrion

Honorable Pafrick J. Leahy
Chaiman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senste

224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510
RE: Miguel Estrada, Presidentlal Nominee
United States Court of Appeals Judge
For the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy,

On behalf of the 8,000 members of the Mexican Amencan Grocers Association, | wish
to convey our strong support for the Senate’s rapid confirmation of President Bush's
nomination of Miguel Estrada to serve as the first Hispanic on the prestigious DC
Circuit.

Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who is very familiar with
the Fedaral Judiclary, having clerked for Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
and Second Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Amalya L. Kearse.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras, who achieved a stellar
academi¢ career at Colurnbia Unlversity and Harvard Law School, te his varied and
impressive achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has
shown himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

| am confident that this first Hispanic member will make an outstanding addition to the
DC Circuit and will continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. | urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Sincerely,
Steven A. Soto '
President & CEO

SAS:jvs

405 North San Fernando Road, Los Angeles, CA 80031 » (323) 227-1565 « Fax: (323) 227-6935

Visit our website http://www.maga.org
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| Hispanic Contractors
| of America, Inc.

July 12, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator

"Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Su rt for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of the Hispanic Contractors of America, Ine,, I am writing
to express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who
will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia University and
Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in
the Justice Department and private ficms, Mr. Estradz has shown
himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will
continue fo lead a distinguished career with thoughtful fair decisions.
I urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc.

Psaul Rodri @

guez
Chairman

PR/jb

dlo4o

. Seeks to Promnote the 4duqr_zc_er_neﬁt of Hispanic Cantraclors and Building Professionals

1224 Fast 9th St. @ Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) ¢21-3626 & (816) £#21-1025 FAX
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HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER KANSAS CITY
1125 GRAND BLVD. SUITE 1803, EANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64108
816-472-6767 FAX: 816-472-1252

July 12, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomijnation as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leshy:

On béhalf of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City, T am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s pomination as United Stares Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Cohumbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished -

- attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his hiimble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law Schoal, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomplishrpents. - '

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a
distingnished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation. '

Thank you for your attention.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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PlastiComm Industries, Ine.
‘ j * 1500 W. 47" Avenue
e Denver, CO 80211
(303) 433-2333
(303 433-7133 Faux

Tuly 16, 2001

The Honorsble Parrick Leaby,
United Srates Sepasor Cheirman

Commiteee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Su ipuel ’s Noxni nited ea

jstrict ia Circ
Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of the Hispanic Business Comrmunity, I am writing to express my suppon for Miguel Estrada’s
pomination as Unired States Coutt of AppezJs Tudge for the District of Coluzubia Circuit, Mr, Eswada is 2
brilliantly talented and accomplished attorey who will make an outstanding 2ddition to the prestigious DC
Circuil-

From his bumblc beginnings as an immigrant from Hondures who achicved a grellar academic carecr at
Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in the Justice
Department and private firms, M. Estrada has shown himself to be of superior talents and
accomplishments. ,

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead 2 distinguished career
with thoughtful and fair decisions. 1 urge you o expeditiously attend 1o his confirmation.

Thank you for your aueation.

President/€’EO and
Chai Emeritus of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber
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July 17, 2001

Honorable Patrick Leahy -
Chatrman

Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Colurmbia Circuit ‘

Dear Chairman Leahy:

I am writing to express my support for Migucl Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of
Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada 1s a talented and
accomplished attorney who will make an ontstanding addifion to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achbieved a ste]lar academic -
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and umpressive
_achlevements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accomphshments ;

I am confident that this first Hispanic inembcr of the DC Circuit will continue to lead &
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend e
his confirmation.

Thank you for your consideration.

CHARO Plaza - 4301 E:u;tVa_.lley Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90032-3619 + 323.269.0751 - Fax: 323.266.4326
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SMALL DISADVANTAGED
BUSINESSES

Yuly 12, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy

United States Senator -

Chairmen Commitiee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Buijlding

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support of Miguel Estrada's Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit :

Dear Senator Lezhy:

The National Association of Small Disadvantaged Businesses (NASDB), is 2 trade association of approximately
300 minority-owned firms located throughout the United States, Our primary purposs is to enhance the ability of
minority-owned firms o secure their fair share of the Federal procurement dollar. We do this primasily by
educating these firms as to the things they're entitled to, by law, and mforming them as to how to get what they're
entitled to. At the same time, we attempt to make the Government agencies and major primes, who serve them,
more aware of their responsibilities under these same laws. '

" The NASDB would like to add our support to those, much more distinguished than are we, in expressing our
support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit. Mr. Bstrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to

the prestigious DC Circuit.

While we do niot dwell on symbolism, we feel that Mr. Estrade’s appointment as the first Hispanic member of the
DC Circuit, will be of benefit 10 us in furtber illustrating the wide raoge of talent in the minority commanitics, just
waiting to be effectively and fully used. We urge you to expeditionsly attend to his confirmation.

Respexctfully submirred,

4:1\1 T. Wilfong Jr., MBA, CPA
President, NASDB

Current or Former Positions:

Pasadena, CA City Councilman

Assocjate Administrator MSB/COD, SBA

Member, National Council on Policy Review

Member, NASA Advisory Council

Chair, NASA Minority Business Resource Advisory Committes
Member, Presidenta) Task Force on International Private Enterprise
Member, Bush-Cheney Transition Team-SBA Advisory Group

P.O. Box 13603, Silver Spring, MD 20911 - Tel. # 301.588.9312 - email: hwilfongir@acl.som
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SHERIFF-CORONER DEPARTMENT
COUNTY OF ORANGE
CALIFORNIA MICHAEL S. CARONA

SHERIFF-CORONER

OFFICE OF SHERIFF-CORONER

| ASSISTANT SHERIFFS
550 N. FLOWER STREET : JOHN FULLER

P.O, BOX 449 DON HAIDL
SANTA ANA. CA 92702-0449 JORN HEWITT
(714) 647-7000 GEORGE H. JARAMILLO
; TIM SIMON
July 12,2001 DOUG STORM
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination_as United States Court of Appeals
Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy,

T am writing to express my support for the pomination of Miguel Estrada as United States Court
- . ofAppeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circut. M., Estrada is a brilliantly talented and
accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

Mr. Estrada emigrated from Honduras while in his teens and went on to achieve stellar academic
standing at Columbia University and the Harvard School of Law. His Jegal experience includes
service in the private sector and with the Department of Justice, where he has demonstrated his
superior talents and abilities.

1 am confident that as the first Hispanic member of the DC Cireuit, he will continue to
distingnish himself and render thoughtful and equitable decisions. I urge you to expeditiously
attend to his confirmation .

MC:zv

PROUDLY SERVING THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF ORANGE COUNTY AND THE FOLLOWING CITIES AND AGENCIES:

DANA POINT = LAGUNA HILLS = LAGUNA NIGUEL * LAGUNA WOODS ~ LAKE FOREST * MISSION VIEJO
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA ~ SAN CLEMENTE * SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO = STANTON = VILLA PARK
HARBORS, BEACHES & PARKS * JOHN WAYNE AIRRORT « OCTA * SUPERIOR COURT
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‘rank Fuentes

c12 a7 6816

U.S. HISPANIC CONTRACTORS

Bjulio
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pP.OBex 17322 ® Austin, Texas

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senaie Judiciary Committee
433 Senate Russel| Office Building -

. Washingten, OC 20510

Dear Mr. GChairman:

The U.S
United States Circuit Judge for the
schedule a
process.

It can be best said
from Honduras &t the tender age o
School, Mf. Estrada is @ tegtament
America’s accomplishments.

The time has came (n our history 10
Estrada in the position of U.S. Circuit

matters of law by successfully gerving as Law
Henorable Amalya L Kearse of the

S Court from 1888-1989, and to the
the Second Circuit from 1 986-1937.-

Our association
Estrada would perform his duties accordi
would never deviate from the “word of the

g

It is with great pride and hanor that the U.

for a posiicn 20
Respectully,

Erank Fuentes,
HcA. Chairman

7g780 @ Tal

Hispanic Contraciors Assodiation strongly suppots Mr.
District of Columbia.

hearing that wil afford this worthty

that Mr. Estrada is the epitomna of e Asmnerican Dream.
seventeen
of discipline,

pelieves wholeheartedly. after much research

i ic Contractors
the United States Court of Appeals for

512.445.7430 @ Fax 512.780,8087 @ Emal! unitadstateshea@yahoo.com

June 25, 2002

Miguel Estrada for the position of
We urge the Senate Judidary Committee to
and highty respected member of our community his due

From his humbie jourrey
to graduating Magna Cum Laude from Harvard Law

Intelligence, and hard work. His accomplishments are

place such a distingulstved and highly respected leader as M, Miguel
Judge. Mr. i

Estrada has proven himself and his expertise in the
clerk to the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy of the U. 8.
U. S. Court of Appeals for

ahd NUMEroUS interviews, that Mr. Miguel

1o the letter of the law. We feel confidert that Mr. Estrada

Law” fo serve any personal of palitical agenda.

Assacistion supports
the District of Columbia.

Mr. Migue! Estrada
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S~ Tune 26, 2002

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senaté Judiciary Committee
‘433 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

1 am writing to convey my support for Miguel A, Estrada for the position of United States
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia )

Mr. Bstrada, who came to the United States from his pative Honduras at age 17, has an
impressive background. He is currently a partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP,
where he is @ metmber of the firm's Appellate Constitutional Law Practice Group and its
Business Crimes and Investigations Practice Group and has argued 15 cases before the
U.S. Supreme Coutt.

Mr. Estrada has spent most of his professional career in public service. He served as
Assijstant to the Solicitor General of the United States and as Assistant U.S. Attorney and
Deputy Chief of the Appellate Section in the U.S. Attorney Office for the Southern
District of New York.

S Mr. Estrada served as a law clerk for the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy, Supreme

Court of the United States. He attended Harvard Law School, where he was editor of the
Harvard Law Review and received a 1.D. degree magna cum lande in 1586 and graduated
from Columbia College in New York with an A.B.magna cum laude.

If confirmed, Mr. Estrada would be the first Hispanic to sit on the D,C. Circuit Court.
The confirmation of this historic appointment will help open doors for more Hispanic
judges, :

1 strongly urge the Senate Judiciary Committee to schedule a hearing and support the

normination of this outstanding Hispanic to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia. ‘

Sipcerely,

?Z 4 ég /Q_ & gb e
Totina Gonzalez-Marti i

(b))
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Hispanic Chambe

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy

do21
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r of Commerce of Greater Cincinnati
creating opportunities . . . and partnerships

July 1, 2002

Chairman, Senate Judiciary Commuittee

433 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

| amr writing to convey my support for Miguel A. Estreda for the position of United States
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia. -

Mr. Estrada, who came to thé United

impressive background. He is currently a partoer
of the firm’s Appellate Constitutional Law Practice Group and its

where he is 2 member

Buginess Crirnes and Investigations Practice Group

U.S. Supreme Court.

States from his native Honduras at 2g¢ 17, has an
with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP,

and has argued 15 cases before the

Mr. Estrada has spent most of his professional career in public service. He served as

Deputy Chief of the Appellate
District of New York.

Assistant to the Solicitor General of the United States and as Assistant U.S, Aitorney and
Section in the U.S. Attorney

Office for the Southem

Mr. Estrada served as a law clerk for the Honotable Anthony M. Kennedy, Supreme

Court of the United States. He
Harvard Law Review and received &
from Columbia College in New York

If confirmed, Mr. Estrade would
The confirmation of this
judges. [ strongly urge the

attended Harvard Law Sc¢hool, where he was
I.D. degree magpa cum laude in 1986 and graduated
with an A.B.magna cum laude.

historic appointment
Senate Judiciary Committee 1o schedule a hearing and support

editor of the

be the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Circuit Cowrt.

will help open doors for more Hispanic

the nomination of this outstanding Hispanic to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District

of Columbia

Very Truly Yours,

%‘W%f’?!\

Edgear E. Lolyd
Board of Directors,

Hispanic Chamber of Commercs of Greater Cincinnati

PO BOX 2593 + Cincinpati, Ohlo 45201 « voice mail (513) 929-2723

Website: www.hispanicccge.com *

Email: prasident@hispanicccgc.Cam
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‘auricio Vivero, Esq.
‘esident
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ice-Presidents:
onys E. Medina
olicy

ommunity Owtreach

faria Pia Tamburri
fembership

ohn Nande
cadership Development

dario H. Lopez
Jomumunications

)ga Argdsllor
ivent Planping

11 embers:
jenaro J. Pcdroarias
Teasurer

uan Danie] Moreles
\ssistans Trcasurer

Jan Ramos
\ssociare General Council

, Meave
.35 Secrelory

3enjamin Escarcega
Secretary

Young Hispanic Republican Association —

July 19, 2002

The Hogorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairmen, Senate Judiciary Committee
433 Senate Russe]l Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the Young Hispanic Republican Association, I write today to express our
support for the confirmation. of Miguel A. Estrada for the United States Court of Appeals,
District of Columbia Circuit. As Hispanic Americans, we believe Mr. Estrada has the

s

experience and knowledge necessary to serve his country with great distinction.

In addition to arguing 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, Mr. Estrada has a
distinguished record of public service. He has served as Assistant to the Solicitor General
of the United States, Assistant U.S. Attorney, and Deputy Chief of the Appellate Section-
in the U.S. Attorney Office for the Southemn District of New York.

Mr, Estrada’s public service experience and his highly regarded work in the private sector
make him an excellent choice for the federal bench.

We.thank you. for your consideration of our views.
Sincerely,
i X
Mauricio Vivero
President

The National Voice of the Young Hispanic Republican Community.

“
@o72

e s
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' Fernaende Cantu
Chatrman
Webb Couity

Angel Abitas
st Vioe-Chatrmacn
Willismson Commy

Dzx Rivas

2nd Viee-Chairpian
Hrrris County

Mary Marks Rumnm<il
3rd Vice-Chairmian
Moatgomuory Coraty

Anacalla Perez=Davix
Secretary
Bexar County

Jose Hernmader
Treasurcr

Joo Pans
Nationdl Copanimeeman
“lag County
\N/‘u Yolly Moore
vonal Commitlleewapian
EJ Paso County

Roy VY, Cusanova, Jr.
Leglslotive Direcmor
Bexar'C

g

Republican National Hispanic Assembly

Texas Chapter
15102 Spring Bluff San Azlonio Tems 78247
210/ 6532442 Fex 210/ 653-3556 E-mail: rveasancva@AsL com

June 29, 2002

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chainman, Senate Judiciary Committes
433 Senate Russeli Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr, Chatrman:

I am writing to convey my support for Miguel A Estrada for the pasition of United
States Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia.

M. Estrada, who came to the United States from his native Honduras at age 17, has
an impressive background. He is currently a partner with Gibson, Durm & Crutcher
LLP, where he is a member of the firm’s Appellate Constitutional Law Pracfice
Group and its Business Crimes and Investigations Practice Group and has argued 15
cases before the U._S. Supreme Court.

Mr. Estrada has spent most of his professional career in public service. He served as
Asgistant to the Solicitor General of the United States and as Assistant U.S. Attorney
and Deputy Chief of the Appellate Section in the U.S. Attorney Office for the
Southern District of New York.

Mr. Estrada served as a law clerk for the Honorable Anthomy M. Kennedy, Supreme
Court of the United States. He attended Harvard Law School, where he was editor of
the Harvard Law Review and received a I.D. degree magna cum laude in 1986 and
graduated from Columbia College in New York with an A B.magna cim laude.

If confirmed, Mr. Estrada would be the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Circuit Court.
The confirmation of this historic appointment will help open doors for more Hispanic

“judges. -

I strongly urge the Senate Judiciary Committee to schedule 8 hearing and support the

. nomination of this outstanding Hisparic to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District

of Columbia.
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Phoenix Construction Services

CA Staie Lizense # 638023

July 19, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Comumittee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Micuel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for istrict of Col ia Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

M= behalf of Phoenix Construction, I am writing to express my'support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as -
_ »d states Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Colurnbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada’s is a brilliantly talented
reeaccomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia
University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievemnents in the Justice Depariment and
private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of superior talents and accormplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a distinguished career with
thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge vou to expeditiously attend to his conformation.

Thank you for your attention. -

Sincerely,

g

President/CEO

2305 Chicago Avenue, Riverside, CA 92507
909-781-4943 Fax 9039-781-4449
www.phoenix-const.com
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QFFICERS

Ellzabeth Lisboa Farrow
Chair

Hector V. Barmato
Vica Chalrman

George Herrera
President & CEQ

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Lillam Lujan-Hickey™
Las Vegas, NV

Hector V. Barreto
Leés Angeles, CA

Sheila Guarderas
Fregno; CA

Joe Peraz -
Honefulu, HI

Regjon I
Scott Flaras™

Denver, Co
Ray Arvizu
Phoenix, AZ
Carmen Bermudez
Tucson, AZ
Ting Cordova
'‘buquerque, NM

i Jon 1l
anle| Peraz2”
Kansas City, MO
Marco A, Amedendo, PE.
Portland, TX
JR. Ganzalkes
Austin, TX
Marla Guadalupe Taxman
St. Louis, MO

Region IV

Nestor Fernandez®
Miamisburg. OH

Juvsntino Cana
Aurara, IL

George Franca
Milwalkes, WI

Leticia Herrerg
Chicago, IL

Region Y

Henry M. Cglderon*
New York, NY

Edgar Cintron
Holyoke, MA

Esperanza Porras Field
Morristown, NJ

Elizabeth Lishoa-Farrow
Washington, DC

Region V1
Alex Chavez*™
Sarasota, FL
" 'gnacio Gonzalez
anta, GA
Tamayo
fAando. FL
Emilio Torres
San Juan, PR

*Danules Reglonal Chair

[[AFE)

JUDICIARY

July 17, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, United States Senator

-Ranking Member

Comumittee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as Upited States Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circnit

Dear Senator Hatch;

On behalf of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mx, Estrada is a
brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney whe will make an outstanding
addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved
a stellar academic career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School,
to his varjed and umpressive achievements in the Justice Department and
private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of superior talents and
accaomplishments.

As the former Chair of the DC Chamber of Comrmerce, and the first Latina
in that position, this appointment would have a positive impact on the
cmerging Hispanic population. It would signify that the Congress is
confident that there are qualified Hispanics willing to assume leadership
roles and responsibilities in order to contribute to the well-being of the
District, 1 am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit
will continue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. [ urge you to expeditionsly attend to his confirmation,

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Etiza Lisboa-Farrow
Chair

2175 K Street NW - Suite 100 » Washington, DC 20037 - Telephane (202) 842-1212 « Fax (202) B42-3221
hutp!/frarec,ushec.com

@085
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PlastiComm Industries, Inc.
1500 W. 47® Avenue
Denver, CO 80211

' (303) 433-2333
8.8 (303 433-7133 Fax

July 16, 2001

The Honorable Omin Hatch, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Commiittce on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC-20510

Dear Sepator Harch:

On bebalf of the Hispanic Buginess Community, I am wriung to express wmy support for Miguel Bstrada’s
nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judgs for the Distrior of Columbia Circuit, Mr. Estrada iz a
brilliantly tslented and accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addidon to the prestigious DC
Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved 8 siellar academic career at
Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in the Justice

N Department and private firms, Mr. Esrrada has shown himself 1o be of superior talents and

accoroplishments.

1 am confident that thi first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a distinguished career
with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously atrend 1o his confirmation.

Thauok you for your.artention.

Sincexely,

President/CEO and
Chairman Emeritus of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber
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Iuly 17 2001

The Honorable Ornn Hatch, Umted Stal:cs Senator
- Ranking Member

Committee on the Judimm'y

224 Dirksen Building

Dear Senator Hatch:

-On behalf of The Hlspamc Business Roundtable I'am writing to
-express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit,
Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomphshcd attarney who
~will make an outstanding addition to the presttgtous DC Circuit.

From his humble begmmngs as an mmgant from Honduras who.
- achieved a stellar-dcademio carezr at Columbia: University and
Harvard Las. Schoul, 10 hlS varied and i impressive achievenents i in
the Justice Department and private firms, ] M. Estrada has showu :
hlmself ta be of supeiior talents and accomphshmeﬂts AT

T am conﬁdent that this ﬁrst Hispamc thember of the DC cm:mt wd}
comntinue tolaad a dxstmgmshed career with thoughitful and fair -
dedsmns I mgc you to exped:tmusly attend to hxs conﬁrmauon,
Ihank you for your attentlon | .

Sm erely,

" Mario Rodriguez
. Presidemt *
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July 12, 2001

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, United States Senator
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court

. af Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circunit

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of the Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc., I am writing
to express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Colnmbia Circuit.
Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who
will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar academic career at Columbia University and
Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in
the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown
himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will
continue to Jead a distinguished career with thoughtful fair decisions.
I urge you to expeditionsly attend to his confirmation.

JUDICIARY _ 089

== = Thank you foryour attentiom. ~—— " "t ——~-—
Sincerely,
Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc.

.

Paul Rodrigu
Chairman

PR/jb

Seeks to Promote the Advancement of Hispanic Contractors and Bullding Professionals
1224 Fast 9th 5¢. M Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 421-3626 M (816) 421-1025 FAX




_ 08/09/02 MON 11:47 FAX 2022285797

JUDICIARY A @058

July 13, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Committee on the Judicjary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judzse
for the Distriet of Columbia Circuit

lor the VIstNCt O & ——————

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of the Hispano Chamber of Commercs de Las Cruces, I am writing 1o express my
g support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney
who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Hopduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to
be of superior talents and accornplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead 2

distingnished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation. : '

Thank you for your aftention.

T ’ MISSION STATEMENT

The Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces, through its diverse membership,
seeks 1o promote and enhance sconomic gréwth; community service, and cultural awareness.

(505) 523-2681 » (505) 5234639 Fax - 301 W. Amador + P,Q. Box 1364 - Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004
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HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER KANSAS CITY
1125 GRAND BLVD. SUITE 1803, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64108
816-472-6767 FAX: 816-472-1252

July 12, 2001

The Honorable Omrin Hatch, United States Senator

Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary .-

224 Dirksen Building
‘Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Miguel Estrada’s Nomination as Upi States Court of Appeals Judge

for the District of Columbia Circuit

Dear Senator Hatch:

On behalf of the Hispanic Chamber of Commetce of Greater Kansas City, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States Court of Appeals Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished
attorney who will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit,

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar academic
career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive
achievemnents in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himselfto
be of superior talents and accomplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue 1o lead a
distinguished career with thoughtful and fair decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to
his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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Republican National Hispanic Assembly

June 25, 2001

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Sepate
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Miguel A Estrada, Fsg.

Dear Senator Leahy:

On behalf of the Republican Nationzl Hispanic Assembly, it is with great pleasure that °
we endorse Mr, Miguel A. Bstrada’s pomination as Judge for the District of Columbia
Circuit Court of Appeals. Please know that Mr. Estrada comes highly recommended

The Republican National Hispanic Assembly (RNHA) is one of the nation’s largest
Hispanic membership organizations aud reptesents the interests of over 7 million
Higpanics nationwide. RNHA also plays 2 leading role in educating and developing
leaders in Hispanic Communities across the country.

Our epdorsement of Mr. Estrada comes from his hard work as a leading member of the
Hispanic Community. Mr, Estrada is hailed as a role model among Hispanic youth
across the country. Although he came to the United States at the age of 15 knowing little
English, Mr. Estrada was able to overcome his disadvantaged background and succeed
M. Estrada’s story is truly an American Dream; a dream that many Hispanic young
people bave not taken part in. Asal udge in the DC Circuit Court, Mr. Estrada will bein
a position to positively impact the Hispanic Community, an impact that is greatly needed
as the high school atirition rate among Hispanic youth stcadily increases.

Moreover, Mr. Estrada’s credentials are 'meeccabl_.e; a Harvard Law degree, a clerkship
in the Federal Appeliate Court, two years in the US Attorney’s Office, and a clerkship in
the US Supreme Court. Mr. Estrada will be an asset to the Circuit Court.

On behalf of the over 7 million Hispanics represented by RNHA, we strongly urge you to
confirm Mr, Miguel A. Estrada’s nomination expeditiously.

Sincerely,

Ma.sscs' Villarreal _
National Chaurman

600 Pennsylvania Av.enus, Southeast, Sulte 300 = Washington, D.C. 20003 = (202) 544-6700 * FAX: (202) 544-6869

visit us st www.rnha.org
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o : November 28, 2001

Patrick J, Leahy

Chairman

Senate Judiciary Commitree
Utpited States Senatwe
‘Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senamnr Le'ahff:

On May 9, 2001, President Bush announced his first 11 nominations to the Unite
Courts of Appeals at a cezemony in the Whire IHouse’s East Room. One of those nomi
Miguel Estrada, a judicial nominee for the United Stares Court of Appeals for the Diatfric
Caolumbia Circuir (“D.C. Cirewt”).

Because the D.C. Circuit Court bandles 5o many critical constitutional and
issues involving the federal government, it is often referred to as the secand most history|

imjstrative

important federal court in the Nation, after the Supreme Court. Indeed, as a sign of the c|
irnportance, three former judges from the D.C. Circuit are now on the Supreme Court: Justic
Scalia, Thomss, and Ginsburg,

No Hispanic has ever served as a judge on the D.C. Circuit Court. Accepting the
common description of the D.C. Circuit Court as the Nation’s second most irnportant fed H
court, Mipug] Estrada will, if confirmed, unofficially become the highest racking Hispamq

federal judge in American history. Estrada’s nomination is therefore an historic event
represents one more important step in the breaking down of barriers that in the past mad
difficult if not impossible for Hispanic lawyers to become judges.

Despite the historic significance of Estrada’s nominarion, over five months have now
passed since the nomination, and the Senate Judiciary Committee hag inexplicably failed|to
afford Estrada a hearing, (As of October 15, 2001, only 3 of the President’s first 11 judi¢ial
nominees have received a hearing.)

Estrada’s qualifications are impecceble. He received a unanimous “well qualifie
from the American Bar Association, which is the ABA’s highest possible rating. Esta

he will be a superb judge and 2 credit to the Hispanic community.

Estrada was bomn in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, in 1961 and came 10 the United 8 asa
teenager speeking virrually no English. In 1979, Estrada enrolled 2t Columbia College where he
later graduated magne cwm loude. Estrada then entered Harvard Law School where he s¢fved as

an officer on the editorial board of the Harvard Law Review and in 1986 graduared maq,
laude,

Q A Program under the auspices of the Joiat Center for Political and Econsmle Studies
1090 Vermont Ave., NW * Suite 1100 * ‘Whshingran, IXC 20005-4923
TN Te). 202-789-3500 = Fax 202-789-6390 » warcjcintenter.org

A Nonprofts, Tecxomph Justisurion

NOU 28 "@1 17:25 . : 2P27B3R33A PAGE. 2
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After graduation from Harvard, Estrada eamned a position as a law cletk for Judge
Amalya L. Kearse, an influential and well-known judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for

Second Circuir in Nesv York. Then in 1988, Estrada was selectad 1o serve as a law clezk |

Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Keanady. A Supreme Court clerkship is one of the

11-28-2001  D5:1d4pm From=THE JOINT CENTER 202 789 B3RO T-533 P.003/003 F-B0E

=

he

O

ald

prestigious positions a young lawyer can obrain, Eswrada is ane of anly & handfil of EI35

aver to serve as a Supreme Court law clerk.

Afer elerking for Tustice Kennedy, Estrada joined the U.S. Atomey’s Office in
Manhartay gs an Assistart United States Attarney. He soon became Deputy Chicf of the

niTg

Agppellate Section of the U.S. Amtorney’s Office. While at the U.S. Awomey’s Office, Es
tried epproximately 10 cases in federal diswict court and argued 7 appe=ls on behalf of
United States before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sccond Circuit

In 1992, Estrada returned to Washington where he served as Assistant to the Sali

ada

Genersl at the U.S. Justice Department  The Office of Solicitor General represents the
Qrares before the Supreme Court. Esgada served in that office from 1992 to 1997, in boy
Bush and the Clinton Administations. Estrada bas now argued 15 cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court, Which is believed 1a be the rnost ever by an Fiispanic lawyer. Justices of
ideologies an the Suprerne Court have paised Estrada for bis extyaordinary intellect and
exquisite quality of his briefs and oral arguments.

In 1957, Eswada lef: the federal govesrment and joined the Washington, D.C. lay
Gibson Dummn & Crutcher. He currently is a pariner ar that frm. In private practice, Esu

represented a variety of the firm’s institutonal clients in complex civil and criminal litigati
worlc.
For exarnple, Estrada represented pro booo an indigent death row defendant in a difﬁcuﬁ L

the pre-rmial, trial, and sppecllate stages. Estada also has performed significant pro bono

murder cass before the Supreme Court.

it
_.ﬁ
nlth

7

:

As noted above, Eswada received a unanimous “well-qualified” rating from the A

Bar Associzrion. That is a particularly extraordinary rating given Eswada’s age (now 40),

accurately reflects his legal aceomplishments and skill.

T support the nomination of Migtel Bstwada and respectfully request the Seaate Jyc
Committee to hold a hearing on his qualifications. I am sure that the Comuittee will agre

as judge, Miguel Estrada will be a credit to the federal judiciary, the President, the Hisp
community, end all Amegicans. : ;

Sincei-ely yours,

liidacass

Roger A. Campos, Esq.
Executive Director

c.c. Senator Omrin G. Hawh. Ranking Member

NoU 28 'Bl 17:25 2az7836332
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May 18, 2001

The Henorable Orrie G. Hatchk
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6275

Dear Chairman Hatch:

I write to express my strong support for the nomination of Miguel Estrada to the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. Ihave known Miguel for
many years, dating back to the 1980s, when we served together as law clerks at the u.s.
Supreme Court. We also worked together in the Justice Department during the Clinton

S’ Administration, where Miguel served as an assistant to the Solicitor General and I served

as a Deputy Assistant Attorney General (and, after Miguel left the Department, as the
Assistant Attorney General) in the Office of Legal Counsel. Although I am a Democrat
and Miguel and I do not see eye-to~eye on every issue, I hold Miguel in the highest
regard, and I urge the Committee to give favorable consideration to his nominatiomn.

Miguel is widely, and deservedly, regarded as an exiraordinary legal talent. He
has a near-encyclopedic knowledge of the law, a powerful intcllect, and an ability to
bring coherence to even the most complicated legal doctrine. In the tradition of our
greatest judges, Miguel wrestles with legal questions and is never gatisfied untl he has
examined a question from every possible angle and made sense, wherever possible, of
competing strands of the law. Even more importantly, he brings to this task an abiding
respect for the law. As a matter of fundamental integrity, Miguel will follow a legal
argument where it takes him and will not succumb to leaps of faith or lapses of logic to
reach a desired result. Based on this same sense of integrity, moreover, I believe that
Miguel will decide cases independently. Ihave never known Miguel to bend to pressure |
from others. He says and does what he believes is right, and in doing so is always honest
and forthright. '
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The Hon. Ormrin G. Hatch

May 18, 2001
Page2 of 2
e
In short, Miguel is a brilliant, dedicated, and principled lawyer, I firmly believe
that Miguel will quickly earn a reputation as one of the finest appellate judges in the
Nation. I strongly support bis nomination.
Respectfully yours, /%
dolpl}%::y
cc: The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Ranking Member
57
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RogerT S. LT

555 TwELFTH Staeer, NW
Wasningron, DC 20004-3208

Angust 28, 2002

Hon. Patrick Leahy

Chair, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

The Capitol

‘Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Orrin Hatch

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Miguel Estrada
Dear Chairman Leahy and Senator Hatch:

Tunderstand that questions have been raised concerning Miguel
Estrada’s nomination to the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Cirouit, and in particular whether the legal views
he expressed while serving in the Solicitor Geperal’s office were
politically motivated.

1 had the opportunity to work With Mr. Estrada on 2 number of
matters during my service as Deputy Assistant Attorney General,
Criminal Division 2nd Principal Associate Deputy Attomey General in
the last Administration. I carne away from these encounters with the
highest respect for Mr. Estrada’s legal abilities. He is an outstanding,
indecd brilliant scholar and writer, and one of the best oral advocates [
have ever observed. As sometimes happens among attorneys charged
with formulating the government’s position with respect ta important
and novel legal issues, I disagreed with Mr. Estradaon 2 number of the
issues that we faced, but I have no doubt that his posions were
sincerely held and honestly advocated. Perhaps mare umportantly in
light of the charges that ] understand have been made, I never felt that
the arguments he made were in any way outside the scope of
legitimate legal analysis.

i@oa

-

@oo2
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Hon. Patrick Leahy
Hon. Ormin Hatch
August 28, 2002
Page 2

While 1 may disagree with some aspects of Mr. Estrada’s legal

~ philesophy, I believe that he i1s eminently qualified to serve on the

Court of Appeals, and I hope that he will be confirmed.

Very truly yours,

Robert S. Litt

@ oo3

[doo3
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Tune 4, 2001

Soxool oF Law

The Honoreble Patrick Leahy

433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Nominations of John G. Roberts and Miguel A Estrada
Dear Senator Leahy: :

1 support the norminations of John Roberts and Migucl Estrada 10 the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. Iam a lifelong Democrat and have liberal views on most
issnes. Nonetheless, from working with these gentlemen in the Department of Justice, I am convinced
that they would be superb and objective federa] judges.

From 1990-1996, I was an Assistant to Solicitors General Kenneth Starr, Drew Days, and
(briefly) Acting Solicitor General Walter, Dellinger. As aresult, 1 worked in the Solicitor General’s |
Office during most of Messrs. Roberts’ and Estrada’s tenure there. Indeed, ] worked directly under Johm
Roberts on many cases in the office, and I carne to know Mr. Estrada well, too. Ibelicve that T am in an
excellent position to assess their talents and temperament.

1 am sure that you will get plenty of evidenge of these men’s legal talent, and so I will focus on
their temperament, Ido so, by the way, as someone who strongly supports Womern’s constitutional right
to chopse to have an abertion; favors stringent separation of church and state; and recognizes the
existence of, and peed for, abundant federal power to enforce civil rights. Mr. Roberts and Mr. Estrada
will judge cach case on {ts merits. They will approach each case without preconceptions. They will
respect the dootrine of starc decisiz. They will appreciate the need for the law to be interpreted and
applied with compassion and an understanding of the U.S. Constitution as a living document. They will
strive with their fellow judges t© maintain the integrity of the federal bench. Tn 2 word, they will be

impeccably judicious.

If I sat down with these men in a room, 1 suspect that we could find many political issucs about
which they and T disagreed. Still, I will copsider ita disgrace if these nominees fail to be confirmed.

Thank you for considering my views.

Sincerely,

| "! ;".-_4 lc_“-.'\ ¥ ] P by e

. Richard H. Scamon, Assistant Professor of La%

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA BICENTENNIAL 1801-2001

UNIVERSITY OF SouTH CAROLINA = Corumma, SoutH CARALINA 29208 « Bo3/777-4155

AN AMIMNATIVE ACTION / Enua. OpporTUNTY aYUTION
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Anthony P. Delio
1271 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, CT 06510
(203) 787-0595

3 ik July 10, 2001
Senator Patrick Leahy ,
433 Russell Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re:  Appointment of Miguel Estrada
Dear Senator Leahy:

| think that it is time that you acted in good falth with the appointments that are
being sent to the Senate for confirmation by the President. This is especially true involving
Mr. Estrada’s nomination. | am a Democrat but | feel that the Democrats in Congress are
much too political and do not engage in fair play. You should have the gumption to vote,
openly and honestly, against Mr. Estrada’s appointment. While that might anger some of

_the people in the Hispanic community, you owe it to the Nation to bring nominations

before the committee and to the floor of the Senate promptly.

A book was written called 7984~ and in it, we were warned ‘about Big Brother
which was supposed to be the Executive Branch of the Government. It seems, to this
citizen, that the Big Brother is the Congress of the United States aided and abetted by a
activist Supreme Court. Lawyers and judges are killing the incentives for individuals to
succeed in this couniry. '

Unless Congressmen and Senators are ready to look to good government and not
merely to re-election, we are going to end up with a government much worse than we
have ever had. We need a return to the no-nonsense approach to government that was
fostered by President Truman.

R ully sybmittéd

thony P. Bekio

cc: Senarors Lieberman and Dodd
Leahyltrjuly9.doc (1)

dog2
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orTto G. OBRERMAIER
757 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, N, Y- 1015

July 11, 2001

The Honorable Pairick Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Commuties
433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate

Washingten, D-C. 20510

Re: el Esir

Dear Senator Leahy:

1 write in support of the President’s nomination of Miguel
Estrada to the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit, currently pending before the Judiciary Commitiee.

[ know Mr. Estrada. While'l was

for the Southern District of New York, I recommended his appointment to the
Attorney General as an Assistant United States Attorney. My judgment was
that he was iptellectually given, his background gave him the judgment to

perform the duties of an Assistant and he had an

‘Attorney General Thomburgh accepted my recommendation and Mr, Bstrada
served as an Assistant United States Aftomey wptil I received a request from

then Solicitor General Starr asking for my permi
join the Solicitor General’s Office. I consented.

The United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District
of New York is, in my view, the most prestigious prosecutor’s office in the
couptry. 1and all of my modern predecessors ran tbe officeon 2 non-partisan
basis. At the time 1 recommended Mr- Estrada as an Agsistant, I did not
know (and frankly did not care) what Mr. Estrada’s political affiliations were.
His service as an Asgsistant United States Attorney confirmed my original
judgment and was not in any way jmpacted by his personal political beliefs
(whatever they might be). 1 understand the same was true in his service as an

Assistant to the Solicitor General.

The Sout}:len'z District of New York has a tradition of public

service which I believe Mr. Estrada shares. M,

Chiefs of the Criminal Division whom I appointed. Both are now judges of

JUDICIARY

3

e Uriited States Attorsey

interest in public service.

ssion to allow Mr. Estrade to

Estrada served under TWO
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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
July 11, 2001
~ Page 2

the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York. Both
were appointed to that Court by President Clinton. I was &n appointee of
President George H. W, Bush.

It is in this tradition of the non-partisanship of the Southern
District of New York that I without reservation nrge you and your colleagues
on the Fudiciary Cornmittee to speedily confirm Miguel Estrada as a Judge of
the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

1 hold myself available to provide the Committee’s staff with
any additional information 1 am able to provide. '

Respectfull submitted,

Otio G. Ohermaer

0GO/ek

Senator Orrin G. Hatch
Qenator Charles E. Schumer
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Sl Azomncys at Law

Weshingron, D.C. y
Los Angeles Suitz 3300, Symphony Towers = 750 B Swect ® San Dicgo, CA 92101-8105 Dallas
; €19-595-5400 » Fax: 619-595-5480
San Francisco : www.mekennacunco.com Brusscls

July 6, 2001

Charles G, La Bella
619-595-8080
charles_labella@mekepnacuneo.com

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahey
United States Senator :
Chairman Senate Judiciary Comruittee
SR-433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Sepate

Washington, D.C. 20510-4502

Dear Senator Leahey:

| [ understand that my former colleague, Miguel Bstrada, is being considered for a
position on the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. I worked with Miguel as a
prosecutor in the Southern District of New York for several years. In my judgment he
would be a fine addition to the bench. :

I cannot cornment on Miguel’s political views because frankly his views never
played any part 10 the discharge of his duties as a prosecutor. However, I can tell you
that in all of my dealings with Miguel, he demonstrated the integrity, professionalism and
moral compass the public has a right to expect from its public servants. Asa trial lawyet
Miguel exercised judgment and balance in his prosecutions. As a member of the office’s
appellate section, he willingly shared his judgment and skills with the other lawyers 10
the office. His legal skills and command of the law were of the highest caliber.

I understand that there have been some pegative comments concerning Miguel’s
nomination. I can te]l youthatasa former prosecutor and Dow as 2 defense attorney,
Miguel has the qualities that you expect in a Federal Judge. I trust that after your
committee finishes its review, it will conclude that Miguel will be a superb addition to the
appellate bench. . :
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The Honorable Patrick . Leahey
July 6, 2001
Page 2
If you have any questions or I can be of any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
A7
rles G. La Bella_
CGLAIr -
220771081
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GRAND LODGE
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE®

309 Masspchusers Ave., N.E
Washingion, DG 20002
Phane 202-547-8188 * Fex 202-547-8130

JAMES O. PASCQ, JR
SI'E:EE‘LC:J:‘JTN s ) BXBAITIVE DIRECTOR

| 29 November 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

I am writing on behalf of the membership of the Fraternal Order of Police to advise you
of our support for the nomination of Miguel A. Estrada to the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

A necessary qualification for any candidate for 2 position within the Federal Judiciary
should be a proven record of success as A practicing attorney. I believe that it is also
necessery for a candidare to be familiar with the inner-workings of the Court. and to have
, the respect of the law enforcement community of which they are an important part. Mr.
e Estrada meets both of these important criteria, as evidenced by his upanimous “well
qualified” rating from the American Bar Association, the ABA’s highes? rating.

Born in Honduras, and coming to the United States as a leenager, Mr. Estrada graduated
magna cum latide from both Columbia College and Harvard Law School. In 1988, he
was selected to serve in the prestigious position of law clerk to Supreme Court Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy, After his clerkship, Mr. Estrada joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office
in New York, and soon rose to the rank of Deputy Chief of the Appeliate Scction. From
1992 to 1997, he served as Assistant to the Soliciter General at the Departnent of Justice,
and has now. argued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court—believed to be the most
ever by an Hispanic-American lawyer.

M. Estrada has demonstrated that he will be an outstanding addition to the Federel
bench, and on behalf of the more than 299,000 members of the Fraternal Order of Police,
I again offer our swong support for his nornination. Please do not hesitale To contact me,
or Executive Director Jim Paseo, if we may be of any further assistance.

Sm‘%
“ Steve Young
Neational President

Sl TOTEN DA 7. e
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May 8, 2002

The Honorable Patrick J. Leghy, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

24 Dirksen Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

We represent more than a million Americans deeply concerned about the
vacancy crisis in the federal judiciary. As the first anmiversary of President
Bush’s initial nominations to the federal judiciary approaches, we urge you 10
end the delays. and allow a hearing and a vote for the eight nominees who
have been waiting nearly a year for yon to act. :

Miguel Estrada, John Roberts, Terry Boyle, Priscilla Owen, Jeffrey Sutton,
Deborah Cook, Michael McConnell, and Dennis Shedd were each nominated
on May 9, 2001. Your months of delay since then bave been disappointing
gtven your public commitment to treat judicial nominees fairly.

On the day President Bush amounced their nominations, you praised his
choices ‘saying: “Had I not been encouraged, T would not have been here
today. I will contimie 10 work with the President.” Yet now, one year later,
you have allowed the Sepate to act on only three from that original group,
leaving these eight men and women waiting. We urge you to work with the
President as you said you would and allow these nominees & hearing and a
vote. .

Several times during 2000, you supported then-Gov. Bush’s call for the
Senate to act quickly on nominations. In October, you said: “I have said on
the floor, although we sre different parties, I have agreed with Gov. George
Bush, who has said that in the Senate a nominee ought to get & vote, up or
down, within 50 days.” ‘These eight long-standing norminees have been
waiting 364 days for you to give themn a heanng and an up or down vote.
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‘When there were 50 vacancies on the federal bench, you spoke of “a judicial
vacancy erisis” that was “plaguing so many federal courts.” There are pearly
90 empty judgeships today, and while the vacancy rate has remained at 100 or
higher during seven of your 11 months in charge of the Judiciary Comumittee,
you have not acted to fill these eight vacancies, half of which have been
designated judicial emergencies. ;

In a letter to President Bush on March 16 of Jast year, you and Senator Charles
Schumer referred to the American Bar Association’s evaluation of nominees
as “the gold standard by which judicial candidates are judged.” Under that
standard, all of these nominees bave been deemed elther qualified or well-
qualified for judgeships on the U.S. Court of Appeals, yet your committce has
not held a single hearing to review their qualifications, temperament,
commitment to upholding the law.

In fact, these are well-respected attorneys and sitting judges with stellar
credentials wha will make excellent additions to the federal judiciary. They
deserve a hearing before your committee, and they deserve an up or down
vote before the Senate,

Senator Leahy, you have spoken of a need to end the vacancy crisis. You
have said that nominees should receive 2 vote within 60 days. You have
recognized the ABA rating as “the gold standard,” Any you announced that
you were “‘encouraged” by these nominations while committing yourself to
work with the President, '

In all these things, Senator, you have set forth a standard for faimess = but
after pearly a year of delays, it is not fair to keep these eight nominees waiting

any longer. We therefore urge you to apply your own fairness standard to the -

May S nominees, lift the blockade, and allow these men and women the
opportumity to be confirmed.

Sincerely,
Adirondack Solidarity Alliance
Alabama Policy Institute .

Armerican Association of Christian Schools
American Center for Law & Justice
American Conservative Union

American Council on Economic Sesurity
American Council for Immigration Reform .
American Decency Association

American Farnily Association of Arkansas
American Family Association of New York
American Family Defense Coalition
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R i American Freedom Crusade

American Policy Center
American Pro-Constitutional Association
American Renewsl
American Reformation Project
American Values :
o Associarion of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs
: California Public Policy Foundation :
Campaign for Working Families
Capitol Hill Prayet Alert
Catholic Citizens of 1llinois
CatholicVote.org
Center for Reclaiming America
Christian Coalition of America
Chostian Coalition of California
Christlan Coalition of Georgia
Christian Coalition of Maine
Citizens for Excellence in Education
Coalitions for America
Coalition on Urban Renewsl & Education
Concerned Women for America
Concerned Women for America of Virginia
Connecticut Association of Christian Schools
Conservative Victory Committee
Coral Ridge Ministries
Council for America
Eagle Forutn
Eagle Forum of Alabama
Eagle Forum of Arkansas.
Eagle Forum of Indiana
Eagle Forum of Massachuset{s
Eagle Forum of Rhode Island
Evergreen Freedom Foundation
Family Policy Nerwork
Family Research Council
Florida Eagle Forum
Free Congress Foundation
Freedom Alliance
Trontlers of Freedom
Georgja Sport Shooting Assogiation
Government is Not God — PAC
Gun Owners’ Action League
Gun Owmers of America
Human Life Alliance
Tllinois Citizens for Life
Tilinois Right to Life Committee
‘ - . . JowaRighttoLife
Independent Women’s Forum




09/.09/02 MON 11:52 FAX 2022285797 JUDICIARY

[Zoes

e A Tudicial Watch
Kansas Taxpayers Network
Life Issues Institute _
Ludwig von Mises Instirute
Maine Right 10 Life Committee
Maryland Taxpayers Association
Massachusetts Family Institute
Mississippi Policy Institute
National Abstinence Clezringhouse
National Federation of American Hungarians
National Legal Foundation
National Taxpayers Limitation Comrmittee
New Jersey Christian Coalition
: New Jersey Policy Council
New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms
New York Eagle Forum
Oklahomans for Children and Families
Oklahorna Family Policy Council
Ohio Conservative Alliance
Old Dominion Association of Christian Schools
Organized Victims of Violent Cnme
Parents for Control
People Advancing Christian Education .
‘ Project 21
St . Republicans United for Tax Relief
Republican Women of Whatcom County
Restore America
60 Plus Association
Smith Center — California State University
Tesn-Aid
Tennessee Christian Coalition
Tennessee Eagle Forum °
Texas Justice Foundation
The Center for Arizona Policy
The Christian Alert Network
The Family Foundation of Kentucky
The National Center for Home Education
The National Center for Public Policy Research
The Southeastern Legal Foundation
g Tradition, Family, Property
Traditional Values Coalition
United Seniors Association \
U.S. Business and Industry Counail . ’ |
Utah Eagle Forum _ '
Watchdogs Against Government Abuse
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Hispanic Assodiarion
n Gorporae Responsiblity
(HACR)

" Hispanic Tducarion
Foundartion
(HEP)

League of United
Latln American Citizens
(LULAC)

Mexican and American
Solidarity Foundation
(MASF)

. _ Nationul Council
~ Df la Raza
(NCLR)

National Hispanic
Leadershlp Agenda
(NHLA)

National Veterans
Outreach Program
(NYOP)

SER Jobs for Progress, Inc.
(SER)

AMERICAN GI FORUM OF THE UNITED STATES
Orrice OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER

A CONGRESSIONALLY CHARTERED VETERANS FaMILY ORGANIZATION

109 NoORTH 122 ~Np STREET @ SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98133 @ (206) 5645948 @ Fax (206) 361-1341 @ E-Mail agifnc@aol.cam

Yome & 2002 Brancisco F. Ivarra @ National Comimander

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Cornmittee
224 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

‘Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the American GI Forum of the United States, I am writing to call on the
Senate Judiciary to have a hearing for Miguel A. Estrada for the position of United States
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia. He deserves a hearing and an up or down vote.

Mr. Estrada, who came to the United States from his native Honduras at age 17, has an
irpressive background. He is a currently a partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP,
where he is a member of the firm’s Appellate Constitutional Law Practice Group and its
Business Crimes and Investigations Practice Group and has argued 15 cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court. :

M. Estrada has spent most of his professional career in public service. He served as
Assistant to the Solicitor General of the United States and as Assistant U.S. Attorney and
Deputy Chief of the Appellate Section in the U.S. Attomey Office for the Southern District
of New York. :

M. Estrada served as a law clerk for the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy, Supreme Court
of the United States. He attended Harvard Law School, where he was editor of the Harvard
1aw Review and received a J.D. degree magna cum laude in 1986 and graduated from
Columbia College in New York with an A.B. magna cum laude.

If confirmed, Mr. Estrada would be the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Circuit Court. The
confinmation of this histonc appointment wili help open doors for more Hispanic judges.

. The American GI Forum of the United States, urges the Senate Judiciary Committee to
schedule a hearing and vote for Mx. Miguel A. Estrada for the U.S. Court of Appeals for

the District of Columbia.

Chief Qferating Officer

[

“gducation is Onr Freedom and Freedom Should be Everbody’s Business”
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RICH AND HENDERSON, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
844 Waest Street
P.O. Box 5389
Annapolis, Maryland 21404-0589
TEL: (410) 2687-5900 FAX: (410) 267-5901
BALT: (410} 289-66866 E-MAIL: p‘chhend@[jghIQW.com

April 10, 2002

Margarita H. Tapia
Press Secretary

Senator Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senate
152 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Miguel Estrada Nomination
Dear Ms. Tapia:

Itwas a pleasure meeting you at the press conference in support of Miguel Estrada to the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit. As you know, the National Troopers Coalition, composed of
approximately 40,000 state law enforcement officers, supports this nomination. He is truly an
outstanding nominee,

The NTC has testified before the Judiciary Committee in the past on nominees that the NTC
supports. If there is anything that we can do to help you further with this nomination, pleasc do not
hesitate to let e know.

Very truly yours,

e D

s J. Doyle, III

JID:j1l

Enclosure

@102
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Scott Reinncher, Chasrmen Michasl F. Canning, Dirrctor
PO Beax 415 Government Reladons Office
Howell, MI 48844 12 Fransis Streer
NA“ONAL TH(I]’ERS COAI.ITION Home: B10-227-2322 Annapalis, MID 21401
Offire/Fax: B10~227-1689 Phone: 410-269-4237
: Cell: 517=719-5578 Fax 410-269-7523
For Immediate Release ntcchajr@lami net nrc@maniscanning.com
April 5, 2002 :

For Information Contact:  Michael F. Canning

410-269-4237

The NTC Calls for the Prompt Confirmation of Miguel Estrada for the
D.C. Conrt of Appeals

The National Troopers Coalition (NTC) is calling on the Senate to promptly provide a
hearing for Miguel Estrada, and to confirm Estrada to the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is exceptionally qualified to serve as a Judge on that
Court and should be confirmed without further delay.

The NTC is composed of approximately 40,000 state troopers and highway patrol
officers from 40 states throughout this country. The NTC and its members are particularly
interested in a nominee’s record on law enforcement issues, and support 2 nominee whose record
shows respect for the rule of law, a clear understanding of the complexities of criminal law, an
appreciation of the challenges faced by law enforcement officers, and respect for the rights of all
who appear before our Nation’s courts. :

Miguel Estrada’s rccord in these areas is truly impressive. While serving as Assistant to
the Solicitor General of the United States from 1992 through 1997, Estrada argued numerous
criminal law cases before the U.S. Supreme Court; cases, for example, involving search and
seizure, RICO, admissions by suspects to law enforcement officers, and sentencing of criminal
deferidants, Previously serving as Assistant U.S. Attorney and Deputy Chief of the Appellate
Section for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York, Estrada argued
many cases before thé U.S. Court of Appeals for that circuit on 2 variety of crifninal law issues.
These included cases dealing with scntencing of defendants, post-conviction relief, firearms
violations, mail and wire fraud, Miranda rights, and drug conspiracy, Based on the nominee’s
record, the NTC believes that Estrada has outstanding qualifications on law epforcement issues,
and that his demonstrated respect for the rights of society, as well as those of individual
defendants, makes it likely that he will be an outstanding appellate judge.

In addition to his experience with the U.S. Department of Justice, Mr. Estrada formerly
served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy of the U.S. Supreme Court, and had
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law School.

The NTC is proud to endorse the nomination of Migue] Estrada to the U. S. Court of
Appeals and hopes that the U.S, Senate will promptly confirm him.

H#EH#H

SUPPORT YOUR GTATE TROQPERS
REPRESENTING OVER 40,000 TROOPERS SERVING 230 MILLJON AMERICANS
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Senator Patrick Leahy

433 Russell Senate Office Bldg
(at Constitudon and Delaware)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

‘Dear Senator Leahy:

1 am enclosing for your consideration a recent article that appeared in the on-line edition of
the Wall Street Journal. I was surprised and disappointed to learn that you are cooperating with the
interest groups that are apparently looking for ways to smear the reputation of Migue] Estrada, 2 man
who by all accounts is eminently qualified to serve as a federal appellate judge.

. I would like to take this opportumw 1o rcrmnd you of your awn words, spoken before you
\__~ became chairman of the Judiciary Committee;

“I have said on the floor, a.lthbugh we are different parties; I have
agreed with Gav. George Bush, who has said that in the Senate a
nominee ought 10 get a vote, up or down, within 60 days.” -- Sen.
Leahy on October 11, 2000.

According 1o the Jodiciary Committee’s web site, Mzr. Estrada was nominated on May 9,
2001, the FBI completed its background check on May 14, 2001, Mr. Estrada completed his
questionnaire by May 17, 2001, and, perhaps most 1mpormnt1y, the Armerican Bar Association rated
Mr, Estrada as “well quallﬁed” (the highest possible rating from an organization that you consider
to be the “gold standard” for judicial waluauons) on July 8, 2001. Thus, you have now kept Mr.
Estrada waiting more th days since bei ominated and more than nine months since being

judged as “well qualificd” by the ABA.

~ Mr, Estrada has waited long enough. Please give him a hearing and a vote as.soon as
possible. Thank you.

, Lzahy.10).wpd
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P.O. Box 399 — Saxonburg, PA 16056 — Phone (724) 352-1507 (724) 352-4970

." PENN UNITED TECHNOLOGY, INC.

January 16, 2602

The Honoreble Orin Haich
United States Senate

104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510-4402

Dear Senator Hatch,

. .Thé.actions of the Senate Judisiary Committee concem me. With over 100 hundred IR el

federal court vacancies, why is the confirmation pracess of nominees deemed wé.ll
qualified by the American Bar Association, such as Miquel Bstrads, so slow or
completely stalled

This bottleneck suggests that the Judiciary Committee is deliberately blocking President
Bush’s nominees through lack of action. On June 16, 1997, Senate Patrick Leahy said,
«A President should be given a great deal of latitude on who he nominates to the federal
court. If we disagree with a nomination, then we can vote against it. But frankly not
only does it damage the integrity and the independence of the federal judiciary by just
holding judicial nominations hostage where nobody ever even votes on them, but I think
it damages the integrity of the U.S. Senate,” This statement is certainly true because the
actions of the Senate Judiciary Committee are damaging the integrity of the committee
and the entire Senate.

The search for qualified, fair judges who will follow the law has become a process of

picking whose “acceptable” political beliefs will allow them into an institution where

personal beliefs and politics are supposed to be set aside. Federal judges are peeded and
well-qualified nominations are being overlooked for political reasons. As a member of

the Judiciary Commitice, please use your influence to insist on hearings for all

nominations jn a tirmely matmer. Do Hot let obvious political maneliVéfing “damiage thé ~ ~~ i
integrity and the independence of the federal judiciary”.

Please respond to my concems.
Sincerely,

Ot & floae

~ CarlE. Jones ..
President .
. Penn United Technology, Inc.

CENdlm -
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2l April 30, 2002

The Hornorable Orrin G. Halch
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Regording:  MIGUEL ESTRADA'S NOMINATION

Deayr Senator Hatch:

The following "hit picce" against Mr. Estrada’s nomination appeared
today in the Los Angeles Daily News. 1 thought you, arnd your staff, might
find it helpful in preparing for Mr. Bstrada’s kearing (if Senator Leahy

g VER schedules it)

- I teuly appreciate your efforts in trying to get President Bush's judicial
nominees confirmed.

Lo b Thauk Yyou for yowr service to owr cowary.
Sincerefy yours,
Dee Minazzoli
(b)(6)
Fax 805 499-9646
PAGE ] OF 2
N

APR 38 2eg2 13:28 PAGE.B1
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April 30, 2002

Senator Orrin Hatch
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hatch:

Please ask President Bush to nominate Charles House to the position of U.S. Marshal In the
Central District of Callfornia. His qualifying experience is twenty-seven (27) years with the Los
Angeles County Sheriff's Department and four (4) years on a Parple Board as an appointee of
Gavemnor Pate Wilson.

Earlier this year, Charles interviewed for this position but the results were skewed against

him. He was jet lagged and sleep deprived due to numerous flight cancellations caused by

Inclement weather in Dallas, Texas where he was scheduled to make a connecting flight to

Washington, D.C. Charles was finally driven to LAX where he took a midnight flight and arrived in

Washingtan, D.C. for the interview and upset over the ertire day delay pracess, In response to the

A question put to him one of the interviewers, “how was your flight“? Charles began s explaln about
the flight cancellations and was tald, "don't make excuses.”

I'am a retired Court Counselor with the Pasadena Judicial District. | served in this position
for twenty-three (23) years, refiring in 1996. | am presently Directar of the Pasadena Yauth
Christian Center. | founded this outreach to youth in the Pasadena and surrounding areas
thirty-elght (38) years ago. | have also served the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Probation
Department as a Chaplain. | know what |aw enforcements greatest need isl Qualified caring
individuals with the background and zeal Charles House has. Hls experience and background is

unquestionable. It is my hope and desire that you will agree and endarse his attempt at bacoming
a LS. Marshall to the Central District.

s

APR 38 282 15:15 626 794 SI™ PAGE.B1
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Sensator Patrick J, Leahy

. 433 Russell Senale Office Building:
Washinglon, D 153,

via Fax: (202) 2443479

May 31, 2002

Dear Senaior Leahy:

: 1 write in support of the nomination of Mignel Estrada to serve on the Couxt of
Appeals for the Distict of Colombia.

The life story of Mr. Estrada is both inspiring and illuminating. Corming to this
country in search of opportunity and freedom., he found both. In 2 few short years, Mr. -
Estrada went from being an immigrant with no knowledge of our culture or 1]anguage toa
magna curmn laude graduate of Harvard, a respected and aceomplished civil servant and

now the nominee for one of our most important judicial assignments.

M. Senator, 25 the Cheirman of one of the largest Hispanic oreanjzations in the '

country, I know of many such snccess swories in the Hispanic cornmunity- Mr- Estrada is

a fine example of how this great nation purturss and advaneces individnals based on their '
skills and determination, not their national origin or the language of their birth. Mr.

Estrade is man of proven integrity, vision, and balance. He is 2 man Who has shown he

values the opinions of others.and can work with people from across the polifical

spectyum. AS potcntially the first Hispanic judge oB the DC Couxt of appeals, he will

also be 2 highly visible role model for children of all backgrounds.

M. Senator, the American dream is ot supposed 10 languish in committee: I
songly urge the Comtnittee on the Judiciary to fulfill its advice and consent role by

taking up Mr. Estrada’s nominstion 2t the earliest oppornuiy.

1822 Jeffarson Placa NW » Washington DG » 20036 * 202.5a0.1894 » Fax 202.530.2444 www.canf.org ® canfnews @aol.oom
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OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

2001-2002
Offcers and

Boaxd of Directors

Presidant
Jos=ica, H'zn‘cra

Prexiden>Llece
Louis Lopez

Vice President-
Internal Affalirs

Jemmufer Martisiez -

Vice President-

External Affairs

Linda Estrads

Pice President-
Memberslidp
Bllpﬂn i Benitez

redsurcr

“_<oter Mucchorti

Semtflry
Daminic Vare

Board of Direcfors
Anthany Accheval
Richard Crespo
Ipnacia Mareao

Jef Prieto

Rebert Raben
Christina Sarchioc
Fabia Silva

Adriana Vieco

o

October 12, 2001

The Honarsble Patrick J. Lezhy
Chairman, Sepate Judiciary Commitiee
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy:

‘I am writing oa behalf of the Hispanic Bar Association of
the District of Columbia (HBA-DC) 70 endorse Miguel Estrada for
the U.S, Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. The
Endorsements Committes of the HBA-DC has conducted a
thorough review of Mr. Estrada and his qualifications, including
ipterviews of a number of his former opposing counsel, co-connsel,
and colleagues. In addition, membess of the HBA-DC
Endorsements Committes met with My, Estrada to discuss his
nominstion. Based on our review, we recommend that the
Committee vor= in favor of Mr. Estrada’s nomination.

M. Estrada has substanrial and impressive qualificatans
that make him apily suited 1o serve on the D.C. Cucuit Beisa
partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, where he has an
appellate practice. He has argued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court Mr. Estrada, who received his 1.D. magna cum laude from
Harvard T aw Schoal, served as a law clerk to the Honorable
Anthony M, Kennedy 7o the U.S. Supreme Court and to the
Honorable Amalya L. Kearse in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit.

M. Estrada has devoted much of his career to public
service. He served as Assistant to the Solicitor General of the
United States from 1992 to 1897, and previously served as
Assistant U.S. Atrorney and Depuoty Chief of the Appellate Section
in the IJ.S. Attomey’s Office for the Southern District of New
York. Whilc in private practice, he has spent considerable ime on
pro bono matters, including his representation of a death row
inmate in a challenge to his conviction and sentence, and an
incarcerated defendant who was seeking habeas relief from his state
convicrion. . ‘

P.O.Box 1011 - Weshington, D.C. 20013-1011 - [202) 3884930 = hbedc@hbadc.org




UY/ 11/ &4VUVUZL 1V .uUg FAA

Everyone we interviewed, including Mr. Estrada's former opponents, spoke very highly
of him. One former opposing counsel stated that when Mr. Estrada was in the Solicitor
General’s Office, he “varried the mantle of 2 governmem lawyer in the best tradition ™
Others described him as “one of the smartest people I've ever met” and “one of the most
amazing lasvyers I've ever seen.” One former co-counsel szid that Mr. Estradais
“extremely casy to get along with, friendly, open, ethical, and knowledgeable about the

‘Jaw.” Others echoed this point, stating fhat “be has a love for the law that few individuals

have,”

' Mr. Esuada also bas received bipartisaa support, including support from several
of his former colleagues at the Deparmment of Justice who served under President Clinton.
A prominent example is Randolph Moss, who worked with M. Estrada in the
Department when Mr, Moss was Deputy Assistant Atromey General (he Jater became
Assistant Atiomey Gezeral) in the Office of Legal Counsel. As you know, Mr. Moss
wrote to your Committee strongly supporting Mr. Estrada’s pomination and poting that
Mr. Estrada ‘4s widely, and deservedly, regarded as an extraordinary legal @lent” with an
“gbiding respect for the law,” who will “quickly cara a reputation as one of the finest
appellate judges in the Nation.” Similerly, Robert Litt, who served as Deputy Assistaat
Attorney General in the Criminal Division, has said that Mr, Estrada is “an abgolutely
brilliant lawyer” and a “talented and responsible advocats.”

M, Estrade, who came to the 1.S. frem his native Honduras az age 17, \.muld be

the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Circpit Pyesident Bush’s groundbreaking nomination

highlights the often overlooked pool of 1alented Hispanics in the legal profession. Mr.
Estrada’s appointment will be a historic-moment for the D.C. Circuit and an impaortant
development for the Hispanic legal comununity. For all the reasons stated hereln, we
endorse Mr. Estuada’s nomination.

Sinéerely,

el e

¢~ JessicaR. Herrera
President,
Hispanic Bar Association of
the District of Columbia

cc: The Honorable Orrin G. Haich
The Hoporable Albario R. Gonzales
Hispanic Bar Association Endorsements Comumiitee
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JUPICTARY

July 17, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman :

Comumittee on the Judiciary
224 Disksen Building
‘Washington, DC 20510
- g ] - > -
Circui
Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of The Hispanic Business Roundtable, I am writing 1o
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United
States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit.
M}'. Estrada is a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who
will make an outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who

. achieved a stellar ecademic career at Columbia University and

Harvard Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in
the Justice Departmer and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown
himself to be of superior talents and accomnplishments.

I am confident that this first Hispanic member of the DC circuit will
confxpue to lead a distinguished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. T urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

S§' cerely,
Mario Rodriguez
President _

Ry uUuUid

do3o
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JUDICIARY

July 17, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman

Cormmittee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for ¢l Estrada’s Nomination as United States
Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circnit

Dear Chairman Leahy:

On behalf of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to
express my support for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as United States
Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. ,
Mr. Estrada is a talented and accomplished attorney who will make an
outstanding addition to the prestigious DC Circuit.

From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who
achieved a stellar acadermic career at Columbia University and Harvard
Law School, to his varied and impressive achievements in the Justice
Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has shown himself to be of
supetior talents and accomplishments.

As the former Chair of the DC Chamber of Commerce, and the first
Latina to hold that position, this appointment is important. It would
have a positive impact on the emerging Hispanic population and would
set the tone that there are qualified Hispanics willing to assume roles
and responsibility to contribute to the well-being of the District. I am
confident that this first Hispanic mermber of the DC Circuit will
continue to lead a distingnished career with thoughtful and fair
decisions. I urge you to expeditiously attend to his confirmation.

Thank you for your attention.

h Lisboa-Farrow

Chair

2175 K Street NW - Sujte 100 - Washington, DC 20037 - Telephone (202) 842-1212 * Fax (202) 842-3221
hin-/Awvan nshes com
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OFFICERS [ %
Elizabath Lisboa-Famrew ) 1
Chalr i
Hector ¥. Barrelo |
Vice Ctalman N
' 1
o & CHD October 23, 2001 :
BOARD OF PIRECTORS  11onorable Patrick Leahy
Reatenl =~ . Chalman - b
R o Subcommittee on Antitrust, Business Rights and Competgl_orl: 5
. ok Subcommittee on Constitution, Federalism and Property Rig
Shells Guarderas 433 Russell Senate Office Building
TREREE United States Senate '
Henoluly, BRI - Washington, DC 20510. 1
B Deer Senator Leahy: : :
R%‘::"‘li;-"z On May 9, 2001, President Bush annaunced his first 11 npminaﬁon:s to the
e, - United States Courts of Appeals at a deremony in the White House's East
Tira Cordava Fth Room. One of those nominees was Miguel Estrada, a judicial nominee for
i the United States Court of Appeals for.the District of Columbia Circuil
-\,D‘Ef,'%“%'m- (D.C. Circuit Court). - ‘
Kanss City. MO | ! Iy
Marss & Aredaree, P Because the D.C. Circuit Court handlels so many critical constitutional and
Gordaies i { it is oft fermed
J-ﬁi‘gﬁ‘f administrative issues my_olvlqgalﬂ'te- fedg:'l;al gr;:s::gentan ;f’ toh :II:I ar:ion
Anéth st to as the second most historically impo .ant co ' s
Mas?. ?Smm:a l:.lp; 0 after the Supreme Court. Indeed, as a sign of the Court's imperiance, .
Region IV three former judges from the D.C. Glrr.juit are pow on t,ha Supreme Court:
e O Justices Scalia, Thomas, and Ginsburg. |
Juventina Cane : .
G,E“’“?;,';, . No Hispanic has ever served as a judge on the D.C. Gircuit Court,
Mr_?h:aw.m Accepting the common deseription of the D.C. C_ircun Court as t_he_f
L‘“’g‘,:,:;;:':: ‘Nation’s second most important fede_rgl court, Mnguel. Estrada will, i -
e confirmed, unofficially become the highest-ranking Hispanic federal ju;:!ged
EfmT"c‘;‘“ o+ in American history. Estrada’s nhomination Is therefore a historc even alt't
Tolyoke, MA represents one more important step in the breaking down of barriers the
T in the past made it difficult, if not impessible, for Hispanic lawyers to
Charles Gona;'l:z ; become judges. A
Nevwe Yarg i
E“"Jﬁ:.klﬁ:‘.‘ié"" Despite the historic significance of Esfrada’s nomination, over five months
Region V1 have now passed sincs the nomination, and the Senate Judiciary
Aex Shavezr Committee has inexplicably failed to afford Estrada a hearing.
Saraeotn, FL . ;
loza jgmaclo Gansalez
Atanta, GA 3
/iza Tamayo ¢
\.__~ Oriando, FL i
Emilia Torres ” :
San Juan, PR

“Denolos Roglonal Char 2175 K Street NW - Suite 100 + Washington, DC 20037 - Tolophone (202) 842:1212 - Fax (202) B42-322!
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N Asa twenty-jear District-based Hispanic busines;é owner and the first Latina Chair of
the DC Chamber of Commerce and the former Chalr of the Greater Washington
Ibero-American Charnber of Commeres, | strongly support Estrada’s confimmation.

 Estrada’s qualifications are impeccable. He received 2 unanimous “well qt._laliﬁad'f
rating from the American Bar Association, which is the ABA's highest possible rating.
Estrada’s background and experience demonstrate why he received that “well
qualified” rating - and why he will be & superb judge and a credit to the Hispanic
community.
Estrada was bom in Tegucigalpa. Honduras, in 1961 and came o the United States
as a teenager speaking virtually no English. In 1979, Estrada enrolled at Columbia
College where he later gradudted magna cum Jaiige. Estrada then entered Harvard
Law School where he served as an officer on theteditorial board of the Harvard Law
Feviaw and in 1986 graduated magna oum laude.

Atfter graduation from Harvard, Estrada eamed a Jpc:sitic:n as a law clerk for Judge
Amalya L. Kearse, an influential and well-known judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit in New York. Then in 1988, Estrada was selected to sefve as
2 law clerk to Supreme Court Justice Anthony M./Kennedy. A Supreme Court
clerkship is one of the most prestigious pcsiﬁonsfa young lawyer can obtzin. Estrada
is one of only a handful of Hispanics ever 10 serve as a Supreme Court law clerk.

Attar clerking for Justice Kennedy, Estrada joined the U.S. Attomey’s Offlce in
~ Manhattan as an Assistant United Stales Attomey. He soon became Deputy Chief of

the Appellate Section of the U.S. Attomey’s Office. While at the U.S. Attomey’s
Office, Estrada tried approximately 10 cases In federal district court and argued 7
appeals on behalf of the United States befare the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit. !

: 3
n 1992, Estrada retumed to Washington where he served as Assistant to the
Solicitor General at the U.S. Justice Department The Office of Saliciter General
represents the United States before the Supreme Court. Estrada served in that office
from 1992 to 1897, in both the Bush and the Clinton Administrations. Estrada has
now argued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, which is believed to be the '
most ever by a Hispanic lawyer. Justices of all ideclogies on the Supreme Court |
have praised Estrada for his extraordinary intellect and the exquisite quality of his
briefs and oral arguments. -

1

in 1997, Estrada (eft the federal government andijoined the Washington, D.C. law
firm of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher. He is currertly a partner at that firm. In private
practice, Estrada has represented a variety of the firm’s institutional clients in
complex civil and criminal litigation, at the pre-trial, trial, and appellate stages.
Estrada also has performed significant pro bono work. For example, Estrada
represented pro bono an indigent death row defendant in a difficult capital murder
case before the Supreme Court. :

i

2
va/cR’d  SSRSLSZRZ i -50SSH BoaSIT (S:1T  1eE2-1e-100




U/ 11/ &VVa 1VU,VUU raa

Bjuili

09/09/02 MON 11:41 FAX 2022285797 JUDICIARY _ @036
b@"d TWLO0L
!
]
:
%
Bt Given Estrada’s superb gualffications and experience, it comes as no surprise that

his nemination is supported by many prominent Democrat lawyers, including: Ren
Klain, who was counsel to Vice President Gore; Bob Litt, who was head of the
Dspartment of Justice’s Criminal Division under President Clintor; and Randy Moss,
who was Assisiant Attomey General for the Office of Legal Counsel under President

. Clinton.

As noted above, Estrada received a unanimous ’igvell-ciualﬁied" rating from the
American Bar Association. Thatis @ particularly éxtraordinary rating given Estrada’s
forty years of age, but it accurately reflects his legal accomplishments and skill-

i

We unanimously endorse this nominee and strongly urge you to move on the
confirmation of Miguel Estrada. As a judge, he will be a credit to the federal judiciary,
the President, Hispanics, and all Americans.

Eli th Lisboa-Famow
Chair, Board of Directors. USHCC

'S

»,

ce: Able Guerra:
Associate Director,
Office of the Public Liaison
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U.S. Senator Russ Feingeld:
Transmittal by fax: 202-224-2725

Dear Sepator Feingold:

The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin (HCCW) along with a vast number of your
Wisconsin constituents strongly recommend and encourage the confirmation of Miquel A.
Estrada, a candidate for United States Circuit Judge, District of Columbia.

Mz, Estrada who immigrated to the United States from his native Honduras at age 17 has an
illustrious history in public service that I am sure you are quite farniliar with. His strong and
outstanding credentials, well-rounded professional background raekes him the superb candidate.

Our changing demographics makes it vitally important to fill Judicial vacancies with qualificd
individuals who possess not only expertise and capabilities but who also possess a keen sense of
understanding and sensitivity to current issues, needs and concems of a diverse population.

Bt If confirmed, Mr. Estrada would become the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Circuit Cowrt. The
confirmation of this historic appointment would most assuredly pave the way for others. A path
paved by a highly qualified, competent and principled Hispanic.

Ethnicity aside, the HCCW has every confidence that Miquel A. Estrada would carry out the
responsibilities of an U.S. Circuit Judge with effectiveness and distinction. M. Estrada is a
sterling candidate and as such merits your strong consideration. At the same tirne, I respectfully
request that you use your significant influence to convince others involved in the confirmation
process as to the exceptional merits of his appointment.

The oppartunity to comment is appreciated. On a personal note, my fondest regards
Sincerely,

Maria Monreal-Cameron

President & CEO

CC. U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy, Judiciary Committee Chairman — 202-224-3479
.—+ U.S. Senatar Ormin G, Hatch, Ranking Republican —202-228- 1698

fuhded in part by Recipients: Hispznic Chamber of The Year 1982 Member Urited Seales Hispamc
Community Develepienk Block Gt HIgpanic Chamber of the Year ~ Rezion 1V [594. 1996, 1397, 1558, 1299, 7040, 200 Chambzr of Commmce

816 W. Natlonal Avenue 8  Milwaukes, Wl 53204 # Tel (414)643-6563 % Fax (414)643-6994 % wawwhcow.org
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Support for Miguel Estrada - Hispanic Organizations

League of United Latin American Citizens, Rick Dovalina, National President

“On behalf of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the nation’s
oldest and largest Hispanic civil rights organization, ] write to express our strong support
for the confirmation of Mr. Miguel A. Bstrada ... Few Hispanic attorneys have as strong
educational credentials as Mr. Bstrada who graduated magna cum Jaude and Phi Beta
Kappa from Columbia and magpa cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he was
editor of the Harvard Law Review. He also served as a law clerk to the Honorable
Anthony M. Kennedy in the U.S. Supreme Court making him one of a handful of
Hispanic attorneys to have had this opportunity. He is truly one of the rising stars in the
Hispanic community and a role model for our youth.” (Excerpt from Letter to Senator
Leahy, July 3, 2001.)

National Association of Small Disadvantaged Businesses, Henry T. Wilfong, Jr., President

“The NASDB would like to add our support. . . for Miguel Estrada’s nomination as
United States Court of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Estrada is
a brilliantly talented and accomplished attorney who will make an outstanding addition to
the prestigious DC Circuit ... While we do not dwell on symbolism, we feel that Mr.
Bstrada’s appointment as the first Hispanic mermber of the DC Circuit will be of benefit
to us in further illustrating the wide range of talent in the minority communities, just
waiting to be effectively and fully used.” (Excerpt from Letter lo Senator Leahy, July 12,
2001.)

Hispanic National Bar Association, Rafael A. Santiago, National President

“The Hispanic National Bar Association, pational voice of over 25,000 Hispanic lawyers
in the United States, issues its endorsement ... ‘Mr. Estrada’s confirmation will break new
ground for Hispanics in the judiciary. The time has come to move on Mr, Estrada’s
nomination. Iurge the Senate Committee on the Judiciary to schedule a hearing on Mr.
Estrada’s nomination and the U.S. Senate to bring this highly qualified nominee to a
vote,’ said Rafael A. Santiago, of Hartford, Connecticut, National President of the
Hispanic Natiopal Bar Association.” (Excerpt from HBNA Press Release, October 12,
2001). :

Mexican American Grocers Association, Steven A. Soto, President

“On behalf of the 8,000 members of the Mexican American Grocers Association, I wish
to convey our strong support for the Senate’s rapid confirmation of President Bush’s
nomination of Miguel Estrada to serve as the first Hispanic on the prestigious DC Circuit.
(Excerpt from Letter to Senator Leahy, July 18, 2001.)
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Hispanic Business Roundtable, Mario Rodriguez, President

“From his humble beginnings as an immigrant from Honduras who achieved a stellar
academic career at Columbia University and Harvard Law School, to his varied and
impressive achievements in the Justice Department and private firms, Mr. Estrada has
shown himself to be of superior talents and accomplishments ... I am confident that this
first Hispanic member of the DC Circuit will continue to lead a distinguished careet with
thoughtful and fair decisions.” (Excerpt from Letter to Senator Leahy, July 17, 2001.)

More Examples of Strong Support from the Hispanic Community

U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

ATL, Inc.

PlastiComm Industries, Inc.

Phoenix Construction Services

Hispanic Chamber of Cormerce of Greater Kansas City
¢HEBC Hispanic Engineers Business Corporation
Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces
Casa Del Sinaloense

Hispanic Engineers Business Corporation
Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc.

Charo - Community Development Corporation
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The following are Hispanic groups or Hispanic-owned businesses that have expressed their

Organizations Supporting Miguel Estrada

support for Miguel Estrada:

League of United Latin American Citizens

U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Hispanic National Bar Association

Hispanic Business Roundtable

National Association of Small Disadvantaged Businesses
Mexican American Grocers Association

ATL, Inc.

PlastiComm Industries, Inc.

Phoenix Construction Services

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City
¢HEBC Hispanic Engineers Business Corporation
Hispano Chamber of Comrnerce de Las Cruces

Casa Del Sinaloense

Republican National Hispanic Assembly

Hispanic Engineers Business Corporation

Hispanic Contractors of America, Inc.

Charo - Community Development Corporation
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GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP
A Registered Limited Liability Partmership
Including Professional Corporations
2029 Century Park East TELEPHONE: (310) 552-8500
Suite 4000 FACSIMILE: (310) 551-8741
Los Angeles, California 90067
FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION INFORMATION September 19, 2002
TO: Mr./Ms. Brett M. Kavanaugh, Esq.

Company:

City, State: Washington, DC

Facsimile No.: (202) 456-5104

Main Telephone:  (202) 456-7984
FROM:  Thomas G. Hungar Room: DC-9134 Direct Dial:  (202) 887-3648

Qur File Number: G 99999-00008

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES, INCLUDING COVER LETTER: 8

@It you do not receive all the pages transmitted, please contact the facsimile operator immediately at telephone number
(310) 552-8500.

Fax Operator:

The written message is for the exclusive use of the addressee and contains confidential, privileged and non-disclosable information, If
the recipient of this message is not the addressee, or a person responsible for delivering the message to the addressee, such recipient is
prohibited from reading or using this message in any way. If you have received this message by mistake, please call us immediately
and destroy the facsimile message.
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Bispanic Republican Association —

Young Hispanic Repu’é)]icans Support
Nomination of Miguel Estrada

Washington, April 10. The Young Hispanic Republican Associarion 18
calling on Senate leaders 10 give Miguel Estrads 2 bearing beforc the
Judiciary Committee. Mr. Estrada has been ratcd swell-qualified” by
the American Bar Association and descrves 10

have his nominayion
taken up by the Senate.

«President Bush has nominated a highly respected and quelificd
Hispanic to this impostant court. We ask the Senate 10 provide Mr.

Estrada the opportunity to appcar before them, and to MoVe quickly to
consider his nomination,” said YHRA ?rcsidcnt Mauricio Vivero.

Mz. Estrada was Assistant 10 the Solicitor General (1992-97), Assistant
U.S. Artorney for the Southern District of New York (1990-92), and Law
clezk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy (1988-89). He
graduated rmagna cum Jaude from Columbia College and msgna cum
laude from Harvard Law School, :
YHRA is an organization of young professionals dedicated to educatng

Hispanics about Republican prnciples and supporung Republican
candidates.

The Nationa! Voice of the Young Hispanic Mublican Cormmunity.




For Immediate Release Contact: Adriana Alarcon
April 10, 2002 ‘ (202) 546-0008

Hispanic Leaders Blow the Whistle on Judicial Obstruction
Miguel Estrada would be first Hispanic Judge in U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit

Washington, DC - The Board of Directors of The Latino Coalition (TLC) and the
Hispanic Business Roundtable (HBR), joined by the Hispanic National Bar Association, the
League of United Latin American Citizens and the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and
other national Hispanic groups. today called on the Senate Jeadership to put aside partisan
bickering and give Latinos what has long been overdue: representation in this prestigious
Court.

“We are here to blow the whistle on unnecessary partisan obstruction,” said TLC
President Robert Deposada. ‘“No one questions the qualifications or the character of Mr.
Estrada. Not a single Hispanic organization has opposed his nomination. However, the
Senate leadership has refused to give this honorable man a hearing.”

“Miguel A. Estrada would bring to the bench a distinguished legal record based on his
many years of work in the public and private sector," said HBR President Mario Rodriguez,
CEO of Jonathan Grey & Associates, Inc. in San Clemente, California. "Mr. Estrada also
brings a unique perspective and human experience understood only by those who have
migrated to a foreign land as a teenager not knowing the language. It is for this cultural depth
and his excellent legal qualifications that TLC and HBR urge the Senate Judiciary Committee
and all members of the U.S. Senate to put partisan politics aside so that Hispanics are no
longer denied representation in one of the most prestigious courts in the land."

Mr. Estrada, born in Honduras, graduated magna cum laude from Columbia College
and magna cum laude from Harvard Law School. He served as a member of the editorial
board of the Harvard Law Review and is currently a member of the National Board of
Directors of the Center for the Community Interest.

“For Senate Judiciary Chairman Patrick Leahy to call Miguel Estrada’s nomination
controversial is simply preposterous,” said TLC President Robert Deposada. "The only
controversy here is that Mr. Estrada is of Hispanic descent. We call on Senator Leahy to do
what's fair, hold a hearing and allow an up or down vote on this extremely qualified judicial
nominee. If his ethnic background has nothing to do with the hold up. then hold a hearing to
publicly explain why you don’t want him on the court."

725 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E. ? Washington, DC 20002
202-546-0008 Tel. ? 202-546-0807 Fax ? www.ThelLatinoCoalition.com
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“We are delighted to finally see a President appoint a Hispanic to this court. It's been
long overdue," said HBR Vice President Jaime Ramon, a partner in the law firm of Locke
Liddell & Sapp in Dallas, Texas. "No one canseriously question the integrity and the
qualifications of Miguel Estrada. He has tried over a dozen cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court, served as a successful prosecutor in the Southern District of New York, as Assistant
Solicitor General in the Clinton Administration, and as a distinguished private attorney in
Washington, DC. There is no reason why partisan bickering should keep Estrada from serving
on this court."

“To deny Latinos, the nation's largest minority, the opportunity to have one of our own
serve on this court in our nation's capital is unforgivable," Deposada said. The 35 million
Hispanics in this country can no longer be ignored. History would not treat inaction kindly,
and neither will Hispanic voters next year.”

The Latino Coalition is a non-profit, non-partisan organization based in Washington,
D.C. TLC was established in 1995 to address policy issues that directly affect the well being
of Hispanics in the United States. For more information, please visit our website at
www.TheLatinoCoalition.com.

HiH
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OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

2001.-2002 October 12,2001
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Board of Divectoss

The Honorable Patrick J, Leaby
Chsirmen, Senate Judiciary Committee
SD-224 Dirksen Sepate Of5ce Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leshy.

Fresidant Ple<t 1 em writing on behalf of the Hispanic Ber Associztion of
s Aa the District of Colzmbie (HBA-DC) to endarse Miguc] Estrada for
Piee Prevident th:U.S.Cam'tquppalsfnrtthisuictoanlmnbiaCimﬁLThe
5’;:’;‘" Afairs Endorsements Committce of the HBA-DC has conducted 2

thorough review of Mr. Estrada and his qualifications, including
imterviews of a mmber of his former opposing counsel, co-counsel,

Extornal Affairs and colleagues. In addition, members of the HBA-DC :
Lipda Epwada Endorsements Committee met with Mr. Estrada to discuss his
Vice Presidest . cominstion. Besed on ow review, we recommend that the
Xembership Corumittee vote in favor of Mr. Estrada’s nominstion,
Brigida Beayrz i
Trecsurer Mr, Estrada has substantia) and impressive qualifications
Peter Mucchetil that make him =piy suited to serve on the D.C. Circuit Helisa
et parm:ruithx‘bmn,Dunn&Grmchnu,P,whﬂehehasan
Daziric Vory sppcliste practice. He bas arpued 15 cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court, Mr. Estrada, who received his J.D. magna cun laude from
mf ml Harvard Law Schoal, scrved as a lew clerk to the Homarable
Richard Crespo Antbony M. Kennedy in the U.S. Supreme Court and to the
Ignacia Moreno Honorable Amalya L. Kegrse in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Jef Pricto Secopnd Circuit
Robﬂ'\‘:Rabsglcmn .
Fabio 8itva , M, Esuads has devoted much of his career 1o public
Adrinpa Vieco service. He served as Assistant 1o the Soliciior General of the

7.0. Box 3013 =

MAY-25-26@2

United States from 1992 to 1997, and previously served as
Assistamt U.S, Attorney and Deputy Chicf of the Appeliate Section
in the U.S. Anomey’s Officz for the Southerp District of New

York While in privaz practice, he bas speat cansiderable time on
pro boro matters, including bis represamtation of a desath row
immalc ip e challenge to his conviction and semence, and an
incarceraed defendant who was secking habeas relief fram his state
conviction :

Waxington, D.C. Z0013-1011 - (203) 38B5-4PPO - Hhadaghbad c.org
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Honoreble Patrick J. Lezhy

Honorable Orrin G. Hatch

United States Senste Committee on the Judiciary
October 15, 2001

Page-2-

It is encoursging that President Bush has started wapping inId the substantial pool of
Hispanic legal talent throughout the United States. Mr. Estrada would be the first Hispanic to sit
on the D.C. Circuit Court. The confirmation of this historic appointment will help open doors
for more Hispanic judges.

The Hispanic Nastional Bar Association strongly supports Mr. Miguel A. Estrada and
urges the United States Senste Committee on the Judiciary to schedule a hearing and support the
pominstion of this outstanding Hispanic atiorney w the U. S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia. :

National President

cc  Members of Committee on the Judiciary
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Sent By:
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SOUTHWEST

A

CHAMBER ¢« OF ¢ CO

FLORIDA I

June 11,2002

The Hanorable Patrick J, Leahy
United Stites Senate
Weshington, DC 20510

Deer Scnator Leahy:

On Behalf of the Southwest Florida Hispanic Chamber of Commcre:, T am writing to
cauvey our srong support for Miguel A. Estrada for the position of United States Circuit
Judge for the District of Columbis Circuir, :

m.mmumhommleuhpusmmmwawhéhasahwwandwiﬂely

respectied professional career, A leader that makes our fast-growing Hispanic commumity

1 am confident that Mr. Estrada will fulfill the duties of Clreqit Judge with inteltigence
end strong cammitment and respect for the laws of this nation., The Hispagic commuanity
of Southwest Florida, which ix over 120,000 residents end over 10,000 Hispanic-owned
business leaders, Will certainly welcome and appreciate a faverable consideration of Me.
Estrada’s nomination, :

Sincerc
/7

fa
 HCC Executive Director

1; Sep-5-02 11:57; Page 20/23
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George Herrera
Presigent & CEO

September 9, 2002

The Honorable Senator Patrick J. Leshy, Chair
Senzate Judiciary Commirtee
Fex # 202-224- 3479

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to convey
our support for Miguel A. Estrada for the position of United States Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia _5

Mr. Estrada, who came to the United States from his native Honduras at age 17, has an
impressive background. He is currently a partner with Gibsan, Dunn & Cruwcher LLP,
where he is a member of the firm’s Appellate Constitutional Law Practice Group and its
Business Crimes and Investigeticns Practice Group and has argued 13 cases before the U.
S. Supreme Court. :

M. Bstrada has spent most of his professional career in publi¢ service. He served as
Assistant to the Solicitor General of the United States and as Assistant U.S, Attorey and
Deputy Chief of the Appellate Scction in the U.S. Atiorney'’s Office for the Southern
District of New York. i

Mr. Estrada served ss a law clerk for the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy, Supreme
Court of the United States. He attended Harvard Law School; where he was editor of the
Harvard Law Review and received a 1.D. degrse magna cum laude in 1986 and graduated
from Columbia University in New York with an A.B. magoa pum laude.

If confirmed, Mr, Estrada would be the first Hispanic to sit on the D.C. Cirouit Court,
The confirmation of this historic appointment will help open doors for moere Hispaaic
judges.

The United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce strongly sfuppon’s Miguel A. Estrada
and urges the Senate Judiciary Comimittee to schedule a hearing and'support the
nomination of this outstanding Hispanic to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of

Columbia.

2175 K Speat NW - Suite 100 » Washington, DC 20037 - Telephone (202) 842-1212 « Rax (202) 842-3221
http:/Awwyy. ushce.com :
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U.S. HISPANIC CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

P.O Box 17322 ® Austin, Texas 78760 ® Tel. 512.445,7430 ® Fax 512,260.&097 o Emal; unitedataieshcag@@yahoo.com

June 25, 2002

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chaimnan, Senate Judidary Comvmittee
433 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Doar Mr. Chalrman:

The U.S Hispank Contrsciors Association strongly supports M. Miguel Estrada for the pasition of
United States Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia. Vve urge the Senate Judiclary Comminee to
schedule 8 hearing that will eftord this worthy and highly respected member of our community his due
process, :

it can be best said that Mr. Esteda is the epitome of e American Dream. From his humbie journey
from Honduras at the tender sge of soventeen to gradusting Magna Cumn Laude from Harvard Law
School, Mr. Estrada is a testament of discipline, intelligence, and hard work, His accomplishments are
America’s accomplishments.

The time has came in cur Nstory to placs such a distinguished and highly respacted leader a8 Mr. Miguel
Estrada in the position of U.8. Circull Judge. Mr. Estrada has praven himself and his expertise In the
matters of law by successfully serving 8s Law clerk io the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy of the U. S.
Supreme Count from 1888-1889, and fo the Honorable Amalya L Kearss of the U. S, Count of Appeals for
the Second Circuit from 18868-1887. :

Our assoclation believes whoieheartedly, after much resaarch and mmemus imetviews, that Mr. Miguel
Esirada would perform his duties according to the letter of the law. We feel confident that M. Estrada
would never deviate from the “word of the Law” to serve amy personal or political agenda.

It Is with great pride and honor that the U.SHispanic Contractors Assaciation supports Mr, Miguel Estrada
for a position on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia.

Respectfully,

Novas

e

Frank Fuentes,
HCA, Chairman
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U.S. HISPANIC CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

P.O Box 17322 ® Austin, Texas 78760 ® Tel, 512.445,7430 ® Fax 512.28:0.8097 ® Email: unitedstateshca@yahoo.com

June 285, 2002

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
433 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chalrman;

The U.S Hispanic Contractors Association strongly supports Mr. Miguel Ectrada for the position of United States
Circult Judge for the District of Columbia. We urge the Senate Judiciary Committee to schedule a hearing that
will afford this worthy and highly respected member of our community his due process.

It can be best said that Mr. Estrada is the epitome of the American D_ream. From hig humble journey from
Honduras at the tender age of seventeen to graduating Magna Cum Lsude from Harvard Law School, Mr. Estrada is
a testament of discipline, intelligence, and hard work. His accomplishments are Amerlca’s accomplishments.

The time has come in our histery to place such a distinguished and highly respected leader as Mr. Miguel Estrada in
the position of U.S, Circuit Judge. Mr. Estrada has proven himself and hi¢ expertise in the matters of law by
successfully serving as Law clerk tc the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy of the U. S. Supreme Court from 1588-
1988, and to the Honorsble Amalya L. Kearse of the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit from 1286-1987.

Our assoclation belleves wholeheartedly, after much research and numerous interviews, that Mr. Miguel Estrada
would perform his duties according to the letter of the law. We feel confident that Mr. Estrada would never deviate
from the “word of the Law” to serve any personal or political agenda.

It is with great pride and honor that the U.SHispanic Contractors Association supports Mr. Miguel Estrada for a
position on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbiq.

Respectfully,

m

Frank Fuentes,
HCA, Chairman




