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POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT 
FROM THE CONSTITUTION or THE UNITED STATF.S 

ARTICLE I 

Section 7. 

£verr Hill which ,hall f1.1ve passtxl the Hous;: of R,:presentative., anti the St:nate, shall, 
before it become a L\w, be presented to the President of the United States; lfhe approve 
he shall sign it, but if rwl he shall return it, with his Objections to that Ho use in which 
it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Jow-nal. and pro­
ceed lo reconsider il. Jr after such Reconsideration twn thirds of that Hou,e ,;hall agree 
to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objenions, to the other House, br 
whid1 it shall likewi,;c be reconsidered, and if approved by two third, of that House, il 
shall become a Law.Hulin all ~ucb Ca,cs the Votes ofbotb Houses shall be <lelc,rmined 
by yeas and nays, and the Names of the Persons voting fo1· and against the .Bill shall be 
enterc:<l on l he Journal of eHch T louse rcspcq ivcly. lf any Bil I shal I not [)e returned hy the 
President with.in ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been rm,cnted to him, 
the S;,m(: shall uc;, bw, in lik,: :Vfanner ,is irhc had signed it, unless the Congr(:s;. hy thcir 
Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

ARTICLE If 
.Seclion 2. 

(Powers o/ lhe Presidenc) 

The Presid•·nl shall be C<)mmandcr in Chief of the Army and Na,1' of the United 
St ate,, and of the Mili1ia o{ tht: s(:vcral St,,tc,, whcri c.ilk<l into the ac:tu;1] Service of the 
United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principle Officer in each 
of tht: Executive Department,, upon any Subj,;cl rd,uing to the Duti(:s of I heir respec 
live Offices, and he shaJI have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offense, 
;og,tinsl the \_;oiletl State>, except in Cases of lmpcach,m:rH. 



(Sectiur, 2 o:cmtimw,I) 

Ht: shall have Power, by and with the Advice rn1d Consent of th~ Smalt:, to makt: 
Treaties, provided two thirds of ths: Scn.,tors present concur; aud he .,hall nominate, and 
by and with the Advice aud Con~ent of the Senatt', shall appoint Arnba.,sa<lor.,, other 
public..vlinisters und Consuls,Judges or the Supreme Cc,ut't, and all other Officers of the 
United States, whose Appointments are not herein oths: rwist: flro,i<led ror, a11<l wh icli 
shall be est«bJ;.,hc·d by l.;iw: bu1. the Cougress rnayby Law vest the Appointment of such 
itl rerior Officers as they think proper in the l're,idcnl. alone, in the Courts o i' 1.aw, or in 
the Ht:ads of Dcparl.nw111s. 

The President shall have Powel' to till up all Vac.m1cies that rnay happen during the 
Rec.ess of the Senate, by granting Commissioris which shall c:x:pfre at the End of their 
ncxl .Session. 

Section 3. 
(Powers and Dttties of !he President) 

Hs: sh,d I from Ii me to Ii rne give to the Cong1·ess Information of the State of the Union, 
aud recommend to their Consideration such Mt:asures a., he shall judge nece,sary and 
e~pedicnl; Ire may, on extraot'diual'y Occasions, convene both. Houses. or either of 
them, and in Case of Obagrcemenl bctm·cn Limn, with Respect to the Time of 
Adjuumment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall 
.-eceive Ambassadors and other public Minittt:rs; he .,hall take Care that the T.aws be 
foilhrully executed, and .,hall Commission all the Officers of the vnited $t;1tt:s. 
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