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SCANLON JOINS IN "COALITION FOR COMPASSION" STATEMENT -

- WASHINGTON DC, Apr1l 1 1, 2001 Capltal Research Center (CRC) Pres1dent
“Terrence Scanlon today joined the new Coalition for Compassion and signed its

* . Statement of Pnnc1p1es He 1ssued the followrng 1ndependent statement

"The mission of the Coalition for Compassmnate matches the goals of Cap1tal
~ Research Center for the new Administration. These goals were identified in our study .
S Mandate for Charn‘y Polzcy Proposals for the Bush Admznzstratzon 1eleased on February =

-,. 1 6 " e . oo )

,  "We believe reyitaliZing« the charitable sector is one of most important issues o
facing this Administration, and we think enacting pro-charity changes in the federal tax

~ code can best accomplish this end. The changes we propose, particularly proposals for a.

. lower and simpler federal tax, will put Amerlcan civil soclety on a course toward more

T faccountable and more abundant chanty

- "CRC's Mandate for Charzty pI'O_] ect recogmzes that 1nd1v1duals and civic

' organizations can meet human needs more effectively than government service providers.

- Mandate Jor Charity asserts that the cornerstones of a vigorous and independent civil
. society are the free-market economy; constitutionally limited government, 1nd1v1dua1
" liberty, and personal respons1b111ty These are the prmclples that fuel the econormc

T ) growth that makes ph11anthropy and voluntarrsm poss1ble

' "The authors of the essays in Mandate for Charzty 1nc1ude Coal1t1on for Compassmn
~signatories Marvin Olasky, a leading proponent of 'compassionate conservatism,' and -
'Nat1onal Center for Ne1ghborhood Enterprlse pres1dent Robert Woodson Sr

. Formore. mformatlon on Mandate for Charn‘y visit Www. mandateforchanty com. For
‘more 1nformat10n on the Caprtal Research Center v1s1t www capltalresearch org

' Capltal Research Center was establlshed in 1984 to study critical issues in phllanthropy :
- with a special focus-on- non—proﬁt ‘public interest” and-advocacy groups, the fundlng o
- which sustain them, their agendas, and their impact on public policy and society. :
"~ Terrence Scanlon, president of the CRC, is former chauman of the Consurner Product
: 'Safety Commission under Pres1dent Reagan ' - :

?###;
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Comments by Marvin Olasky, senior fellow, o
Acton Institute for the Study of Rellglon and Liberty

He may be contacted atl ( )N6) - Jor by ema1l1ng

g

This is a good day. The Coalition for Compassion and John Dilulio are reasserting our joint
commitment to the promise George W. Bush has made: "We will never ask an organization to -
‘compromise its core values and spiritual mission to get the help it needs. We will keepa _
.~ commitment to plurahsm -- not d1scr1m1nat1ng for or aga1nst Methodists or Mormons or Mushms "

L Th1s means in pract1ce that a class teachmg about budgetmg and saving by c1t1ng biblical verses as.
: normat1ve will receive treatment equal to that of a program restmg on secular wisdom. A group
that believes addicts and alcohiolics have-holes in their souls that. should be filled by Christ will be

. ‘evaluated by its results on the same basis as an organization that follows some other treatment .. -

model. An after-school program devoted to teaching children Orthodox J ewish precepts-as it helps -
. them to improve reading will be. exammed for its success in mcreasmg l1teracy on the same bas1s as
‘any other read1ng program. :

: 'All of us. are comm1tted to-the establ1shment of a level playmg ﬁeld not a sllppery slope We are
~all glad that: faith-based programs, to be eligible for federal support should they seek it, will not '
‘have to separate their faith from their teaching and counseling, so that some hours of the dayare
~"religious" and some "non-rel1g10us " We are all glad that there will be no discrimination against S

groups from any religion which stress proselyt1z1ng, as long as individuals in need have the

“opportunity to choose secular alternatives. We are all in agreement that government funds should ‘

_ not be used to pay for religious instruction or instructional material, but that faith-based groups = -

‘with pervasively rel1g10us approaches may receive fundmg for other expenses equ1valent to what
_other government grantees Teceive. :

 Weall agree on the need for further dlscussmn about carrymg out the Bush prmc1ple of protectmg :

religious charities from seculanzatlon pressures. Government grants in the past have often exerted :

pressure along those lines, and we want to explore the use of tax. credits, vouchers, or formula -
~ grants as means to decrease that nsk But we do: have fa1th that. these issues can be worked out by
people of good faith. ‘ - :
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Statement of the |
Coalition Jfor Compassion

%e welcome President George W. Bush's call for an increased partnership among government
and community and faith-based organizations in meeting human needs in our nation, and we
support the emerging consensus among Americans of widely divergent religious and political
viewpoints that faith-based community helpers and healers are essential resources in caring for
the needy. :

%e therefore heartily applaud the initiative of President Bush to eliminate barriers to the full
participation of religiously-inspired agenc1es and individuals in the effort to address human
needs.

%e encourage the enactment of new tax policies aimed at encouraging more charitable giving,
and we are confident that such measures will, in time, open floodgates of generosity.

%e look forward to reviewing specific proposals to incorporate faith-based organizations more

fully into the task of aiding those in need, and we offer the followmg principles to guide the
formation of those proposals:

*  Existing legal and civil rights protections for all beneficiaries and providers of
govemment -financed social services must be preserved;

* No faith-based organization shall be required to surrender or suspend its constitutionally
protected rights to freedom of religious belief and practice as a.condition of participating in any
government-financed program to aid those in need, nor may govemment officials exercise
authority over religious content.

*Non-discrimination with respect to religion must be maintained in all relations between
‘government and faith-based organizations, extending not only to avoiding preferences between
one religion and another but also to avoiding preferences between religious and non-religious
providers and avoiding exclusion of any particular religion. '

* The only fair criterion for assessing the right of any provider to participate in the delivery of -
government-financed social service is its effectiveness in meeting the needs of the beneficiaries.

* Government funds must not be used to pay for religious instruction or instructional materlal
but a faith-based organization that accomplishes socially beneficial purposes through a
pervasively religious approach may receive funding for other expenses equivalent to what other
faith-based or secular government grantees receive.

*If an individual has an objection to the rellglous character of a faith-based organization that is
providing services, the individual may leave the program and must be provided by the
governmental entity with an alternative program.

*The same standards of financial accountability should be applied to religious as well as non-
_religious providers of services regarding the expenditure of government funds.

%ithin a framework that is firmly based on the foundational principles of American liberty, we
~are confident that the energies and resources of America's compassionate citizens can be
massively mobilized to care for all of our neighbors who find themselves in need.
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STATEMENT OF CONNIE MARSHNER

Chairman, Coalition for Compassion
Director of Governance, Free Congress Foundation

We have come together to declare our support in prmc1ple for Presrdent

~ Bush’s desire to help falth-based initiatives in many areas of human
~services. Itis with a sense of anticipation that we gather here today, to

announce the Coalition for Compassion. Anticipation because we look
forward to continuing the dialog that is beginning today w1th John Dilulio,
as Pres1dent George W Bush’s representatlve '

 Weare Evangellcal Cathohc Jewish, Latter-day Salnts and mainstream

Protestant; our ancestors are from different countries and dlfferent

" continents, but we re all Americans, from the north, the south, the east, and -

the west; lawyers, ele'rgy; professors, political activists and apolitical care
providers: I should emphasize that this Coalition is not closed; we would

~ have had more Jewish signers, had not Passover occurred just now to close

down offices that needed to be 1nvolved in their decisionmaking. What we

~ have in commion is a sense of antlc1pat1on that President Bush shares our
~+ vision of reconstituting civil society, and understands as-‘we do, that faith-
. ‘based efforts are an 1ntegral part of that task ' ‘

It is time to end discrimination on the grounds of re11g1on For too long,

“some of the most effective human services programs have been denied
" funding on precisely those grounds — because they are faith-based providers.

Pres1dent Bush realizes, as we do, how effect1ve faith-based providers can

- be — because there is no motivation like divine love to inspire the difficult,
o compassronate contmumg efforts that can change alife at its Very center.

" Ttis also time to reafﬁnn the true' meamng of the First Amendment.’

Congress shall make no law regarding the establishment of religion, nor
hindering the free exercise thereof.. Nobody wants the American taxpayer -
to fund the salaries of clergy. But if the individual member of the clergy
happens to have a talent for getting kids off the wrong path, and he or she.
can reach those kids in an after school program, the fact that she happens to

~ preach from a pulpit on Sunday or he leads a- congregatlon in prayer on

Friday or Saturday should not prevent public money from helping pay the
rent on the hall for the after—school program Monday through Fnday

Nobody wants any Amencan to be compelled to any conversion, Some of

our fellow citizens in America had ancestors in Ireland who starved rather

‘than receive food from a soup kltchen that requlred them first to disavow the

faith of their fathers But-ifa young person isona self destructive path

'Leading the Cause of Freedom, Faith & Family for over 20 Years.




with all that implies, it is in the pubhc interest for public funds to support
that young person in a decision to allow himself to be exposed toa
worldview based on religious faith. And if accepting that worldview is the
key that unlocks his heart, and because the youth has said yes to G-d he is

“now able to say no to drugs — has not the common good been improved?
President Bush understands that it has, as we understand that it has. And -
that is why we have a sense of anticipation as we come together as the

: Coalltlon for Compassmn

This is a document in support of a principle — it is about an idea. It is not an
exhaustive catalog of particulars; it is not legislation; it is not '
‘implementation of the idea. There are individuals and organizations who
have not signed this document who nonetheless agree with us and with -
President Bush, and with whom we will be working in the future.

There are things we all agree on, which never made it into the document.
For example; all of us agree very strongly that tax credits and vouchets are
our first choice for implementation. We are keenly aware that the wrong
kind of implementation of this concept could end up being more a problem
than a benefit. We encourage the religious members of our coalition to

~ exhort and train their members to keep the careful and correct balance that
will be required under any implementation. Because it would truly be a -
tragedy if a single church were to change its mission one nanometer because
of government money. This Statement doesn’t talk about these problem
areas, however, because early on we made the decision that this was gomg
to be a document of concept, not of 1mplementat10n

As time marches on, it will be necessary to talk about 1mplementat10n and
we will do it. But that is tomorrow. Today, we say thank you to John
Dilulio for coming to meet us here and we shake hands to show that he is in
accord with us on these prmc1ples Where there is agreement on principles
and good will, it can be the beginning of a beautiful friendship. Mr. Dilulio

e declare you an honorary member of the Coalition for Compassion, and
we look forward to working with you in the future.
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Schundier Backs Efforts of the Bush Farth Based Imtratrve
, Jersey City Mayor Affrrms Support For Coalition: for Compassronr

. (WEST ORANGE APRIL 1 1) = Jersey Crty Mayor Bret Schundter rssued the followrng
statement in support of efforts to advance President Bush’s mrtratlve to provrde support for
Falth Based organrzatrons ' :

: “Faith- based organlzatlons are provrdrng much needed assrstance for crtrzens across thrs

~ nation, meeting those human needs that government alone can’t provide. What government can |
. do is to provide a helping hand to those organizations that provide these servrces ‘SO that they

- can contlnue dorng therr work WhICh uttlmately benefrts all of socrety

“Provrdmg tax lncentrves that wrll encourage more charltable contrrbutrons isa good way for the L
- government to lend this helping hand, wrthout havrng to mterfere with the a|ready successful
dehvery of servrces by these groups K ‘ :

[
s

: f“We should recognrze that just because a program is mtrrnsrcatty relrgrous does not mean that rt R

_should be: disqualified from this assistance: In fact, many of these organizations are SO :
- successful precisely because of their rehgrous foundation. The only fair criteria for assessrng the. :

right of a provider to participate in the delivery of these s00|al servrces is the effectrveness of the- . _,

‘__program in meetmg the needs of |ts benef“cranes T . I T s. o
- “Government should not dlscrlmrnate against these organrzatlons because of therr rehglous

- beliefs. If any individual has a problem with the rellglous message of an organrzatlon they can
- be offered access to an alternatrve program :

- applaud Presrdent Bush for his effort to promote these farth based programs and i want to
: \prowde my full support for the pnncrples set forth today by the Coalition for. Compassron

. Daid far kv Qahindlar far Ravarnare Ine 4 Alfrad Maklar Traacirar
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Statement by _
Robert L. Woodson, Sr.
Pre51dent Natlonal Center for Nelghborhood Enterprlse

~Background to the effort to asSist faith“—based programs: The N‘atiOnal Center for ,
- Neighborhood Enterprise represents thousands of faith-based and community groups in inner-city
- and rural neighborhoods in 39 states. Ten years ago, the National Center went on a quest to_ -
understand what it is that makes some of these organizations so successful. What Works, in other -
words, and Why? Over a period of two years, we conducted town meetings in seven locations -
across the country, bringing in grassroots service organizations within a radius of 300 miles of
each site. We asked them what accounted for their success, and the answer overwhelmlngly was
v fa1th in God works.

In each case, the organizations not only told us about their success but presented evidence of the

- fruit of their work. They presented people whose lives could not be transformed by jail, who
therapists couldn’t rehabilitate, and counselors could not repair. But these faith-based grassroots

- leaders used their own life experiences as examples to' summon others to responsibility. They live
- the principles that they extol to others. We took what these groups from across the country told

* us, and distilled it into a set of principles, which we played back to them to make sure we had it
r1ght and had a nat1onal conference on fa1th based organlzatlons in 1992. '

: National policies initiated: In 1994, the National Center and its grassroots network was asked:
- by Speaker Newt Gingrich to advise the Congress about the welfare system, and to talk about the
barriers faced by these life-healing groups. We brought leaders of the most effective groups from
across the country and elicited their recommendations. They advised putting a strict time limit on
welfare payments, and made other recommendations that were implemented in welfare reform.

. Their testimony and recommendations regarding the discrimination they had faced because they -
were faith-based programs led to the crafting of the Charitable Choice amendment by then- -
* Senator John Ashcroft. Other recommendations became the basis of the Community Renewal
Act, including removal of discrimination against faith-based substance abuse programs;
.. individual retirement accounts; and incentives for businéss formation in low-income
L nelghborhoods We had the privilege of takmg Representatives J.C. Watts (R-OK) and Jim
- - Talent (R-MO) around the country to visit faith- based.programs at work, including Pastor -,
.. Freddie Garcia’s Victory Fellowsh1p in San Antonio. There they saw first-hand how the power of
. faith transforms even the seemingly most hopeless 1nd1v1duals in our soc1ety—the ones everyone
~else has glven up on. :



Texas efforts: In 1996, the Texas Commission on Aleohoi and Drug Addiction (TCADA) |

threatened to close down the local Teen Challenge chapter—citing as grounds that it didn’t have s

the requ1s1te number of masters of social work and psychiatrists, and other requirements that
didn’t have anything to do with why this faith-based program is so effective. Several months
‘ before, TCADA also had threatened Pastor Garcia, but the power of the media had stopped that
- .attempt. After appeals to the government agency went unanswered, the National Center held a
~rally at the Alamo with hundreds of saved addicts to support Teen Challenge. We contacted the
public interest law firm Institute for Justice, and they filed a lawsuit. World Magazine wrote a
- .- front page story, and Marvin Olasky wrote an op ed for the Wall Street Journal. Christian
Broadcast News sent a crew to do-an indepth story, and ABC Evenrng News did a major piece,
. Wrth a sound bite from a man not known to us at the time, Pnnceton Professor John Dilulio. .

Governor George W Bush made the issue a high pnonty We met with him, and provrded

- extensive information to the setting up of the Governor’s Commission on faith-based programs.
The Governor and his staff did what few policy makers do—they took their lead from the people
nearest to the problem—the grassroots groups——lnstead ‘of relying on think tanks or the .-
bureaucracy Governor Bush then introduced landmark legislation exempting faith- based
substance abuse programs from the same regulatlons governing therapeutic programs. - -

The Future: We are at a crucial time in our nation’s history. We have the opportunity to solve
some of the most difficult problems of our society—if we will come together. A great deal'has”

- been made about the differences both liberals and conservatives have regarding the faith-based
initiative. There are legitimate concerns on both sides, and no one should be vilified for his or her

_belief. But'I believe we can find common ground if we keep our eye on those who are suffering
the problems, and focus our efforts on ﬁndrng a way to give them the optlon of a faith-based -

‘ solutron :

: Robert Downey, Jr. is & poster child for the fa11ure ‘of our conventional approaches Afﬂuence
. fame, therapeutic programs, and Jarl failed to solve his problems. For too long we have believed
-~ that money and social justice could solve the problems of the inner city, but 35 years of decline
have shown us that they are not the answer. Our nation is 1n a'moral and spmtual freefall, and the ~
- evidence of this is in violence carr1ed out by our chlldren ' '

I beheve that the Presrdent s Faith- Based In1t1at1ve can have the same k1nd of impact on our -
5 nation as the civil rights movement had for blacks. It can lay the foundation for a profound
.. change in d1rectron—toward solving the problems that seemed insoluble. I am pleased to join .
- th1s coalition. - I - B

: v"Tumihgl Problems Into Opportunities"
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