


MRS. LAURABUSH 

welcomes you lo 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

for a luncheon i11 honor of 

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 



PROGRAM 

Remarks by 

Mrs. Laura Bush 

G. Wayne Clough 
Secretary, 

Smithsonian Tnstitute 

John Rogers 
Chai n11a 11, 

National Museum of American History 

Selections by 
Air Force Singing Sergeants 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

fhL• Ni!tional Museum of American l·fo;tory is celebrating its 
reopening after a two-year revitali.i:ation. Originally opem·d in 
1964 as the National Museum of Hbtory and Technology, its 
nJme was changed in 1980 to more accurately reflect its scope of 
inlt>rests and respon-.ibilities. 

The museum presen·e., more than 3 million objects representing 
the nation's heritage in science, technology, sociology and culture. 
Collections include first ladies gowns, il Samuel Morse telegraph, 
locomotives, tools, an Alexander Graham Bell telephone, flags, 
American-made quilts, MuhJmmad Ali'» boxing gloves, Duke 
Ellington's sheet mu ... ic ,rnd Presidential campaign material-.. 

The new gallery at tht' heart of the mu'>eum features the ren>ntly 
conserved 30-foot by 34-foot Star-Spangk'd Banner. The flag fie\.\ 
defiantly above Fort Mel lenry after the B<ittle of Baltimore during 
the War of 1812, inspiring Francis Scott Key to write the words 
that would become the N.1tional Anthem. 

THE SINGING SERGEANTS 

The Singing Sergeants is the official chorus of the Un ited States Air 
rorcc. IL is one of the world's most versati le and traveled choral 
orgamzations. The Singing Sergeants is also one of a select fow 
singing groups intc.>rnationally recognized for its commitment to 
t'XCl'llence in \'Ocal pl•rformance. Origin,11ly formed in 19-15 from 
within the ranb.s of Thi.' t:nited States Air Force Concert Band, 
the chorus is now comprised entirely of professional vocalbts. 
The Singing Sergeants have performed in .111 50 states and 49 
countries. They have <ippcared before every chief executive of the 
United States sinct• Prt•sident Truman. Prcst•nting the music of 
America to the people of the world, the chorus has performed for 
millions in Ji,·e performances as well as on radio and television. 
f-'or more than 60 year..,, the Singing Sergeant.. ha\'e been goodwill 
,1mba.,sadors at the commdnd of the Americ,111 people. 
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