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THE PRESIDENT

welcomes you to

THE WHITE HOUSE

on the occasion of
the presentation of the

MEDAL OF HONOR
(POSTHUMOUSLY)

to
CAPTAIN

HUMBERT R. VERSACE
UNITED STATES ARMY

Monday, July 8, 2002
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CITATION

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to

CAPTAIN HUMBERT R. VERSACE
UNITED STATES ARMY

for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Captain Humbert R. Versace distinguished himself by extraordinary
heroism during the period of 29 October 1963 to 26 September 1965,
while serving as S-2 Advisor, Military Assistance Advisory Group,
Detachment 52, Ca Mau, Republic of Vietnam. While accompanying a
Civilian Irregular Defense Group patrol engaged in combat operations in
Thoi Binh District, An Xuyen Province, Captain Versace and the patrol
came under sudden and intense mortar, automatic weapons, and small
arms fire from elements of a heavily armed enemy battalion. As the battle
raged, Captain Versace, although severely wounded in the knee and back
by hostile fire, fought valiantly and continued to engage enemy targets.
Weakened by his wounds and fatigued by the fierce firefight, Captain
Versace stubbornly resisted capture by the over-powering Viet Cong force
with the last full measure of his strength and ammunition. Taken prisoner
by the Viet Cong, he exemplified the tenets of the Code of Conduct from
the time he entered into Prisoner of War status. Captain Versace assumed
command of his fellow American soldiers, scorned the enemy’s
exhaustive interrogation and indoctrination efforts, and made three
unsuccessful attempts to escape, despite his weakened condition which
was brought about by his wounds and the extreme privation and
hardships he was forced to endure. During his captivity, Captain Versace
was segregated in an isolated prisoner of war cage, manacled in irons for
prolonged periods of time, and placed on extremely reduced ration. The
enemy was unable to break his indomitable will, his faith in God, and his
trust in the United States of America. Captain Versace, an American
fighting man who epitomized the principles of his country and the Code
of Conduct, was executed by the Viet Cong on 26 September 1965.
Captain Versace’s gallant actions in close contact with an enemy force and
unyielding courage and bravery while a prisoner of war are in the highest
traditions of the military service and reflect the utmost credit upon
himself and the United States Army.

PROGRAM

Invocation
Brigadier General David Hicks, USA
Deputy Chief of Chaplains

Remarks by
The President

Presentation of the
MEDAL OF HONOR

Benediction
Brigadier General David Hicks, USA
Deputy Chief of Chaplains
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CRITERIA FOR AWARD

The Medal of Honor, established by Joint Resolution of Congress
12 July 1862 (amended by Act of 9 July 1918 and Act of 25 July 1963)
is awarded by the President in the name of Congress to a person who,
while a member of the Armed Forces, distinguishes himself or herself
conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life or her
life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action
against an enemy of the United States, while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while
serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict
against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a
belligerent party. The deed performed must have been one of personal
bravery or self-sactifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the
individual above his or her comrades and must have involved risk of
life. Incontestable proof of the performance of service is exacted and each
recommendation for award of this decoration is considered on the
standard of extraordinary merit.
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