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Name, Liist First · 

VALERA 'SHERI. 

Positiorf.$Qu ht ·. 

SKC,DOC 

Confidential Assistant 

Middle. 

.A. Ms. 

·. Adval1.4;e Coordinator 

· N!ay 200fr~January 2007. ·· 

Political Operative 

U:S. Department Of 
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- The Sarasota Herald-Tribune Profiled Valera. (See Attached Below) 
.. ,. 

- Valera Was.A Delegate To The2004Repriblican National Convention.· ''Sheri 
Valera, 21, Florida's youngest delegate to the Republican National Convention, 
came to New York with her mother, but her father, Dennis, stayed atthe family: s 
Port Charlotte home, stiJLpicking up· after Hurricane Charley. 'Right up until we 

. left, he was still.planning and hoping to go, but he had to cancel because·he was . 
·still in disa~ter mode, and now witpthe other hurricane coming, even. more so,' . 
· Yalera said. Onher first trip to New York, Valera ~as managed to fit in a little · 

sightseeing ancla whfrlwind of news media int.erviews, including a taping for the 
Style Network's The Look for Less sbow. Shesaid she was a top 10 semifinalist 
in MTV' s Stand up and Holla contest.· A political science and Spanish major, 
Valera said she always had an interesti11 politics but had no party affiliation until 

· .her senior year in high school when she watched the 2000 Republican National .. 
Convention. She said she saw anotht1r young female delegate ontelevision and . 
·was.determined to become one.herself ... ·Valera, in her second term as state · 
chairwoman for the College' Republicans of Florida; is the state chairwcnrtan for·· ... ·· 
the Florida chapter of Students for Bush. She plans to continue voter registration 

.. · drives, recruiting, educating young people on the issues and organizing rallies 
until the November election. The University of Florida senior grew up in Ormond'· 
Beach; her family .moved to Port Charlotte iri July." (Sun-Sentinel, 9/3/04) 

- The Fort Myers News-Press· Also Profiled Valera. {See AttachedBelOw) 

- Valera Aided In Voter Registration Effort~. "Naturally, the 'Race to Victory' 
·.motor coach located outsicie't.he track nearTl1rn 4 w~s anything but non-partisah; · 
as evidenced by the planned appearanc~ Sunday froin U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney, R:.. 
Fla. 'We 're here to register voters and we hope to get them to register as · · . 
Republicans,' said Sheri Valera, a University ofFlorida student fr0111Daytona · 
Beach who chairsStuclents for Bush in herhome state. Drivers, public offidals ·· 
and newly registered voters were invitedto· sign a 'I support President Bush's 

·· Positive Agenda for America' teamlea:der bann~r.", (USA Today, 2116/04) · 

.Last printed 1/4/2007 3:47:00 PM 
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UNITED STATES DEPAR1"11il liNT OF COMMERCE 
Office of the Secretary · · · · 

· :Date: 

To: 

Fax: 

Phone: 

From:· 

. Message: 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

. OFFICE Of~:T:HE SECRETARY 
. OFFICE OF~W;ffifE HOUSE LIAISOT 11 l 

14th & ConstitutionAve., NW·. 
,,. Room s 835 

Washington? DC 20230 

·. F ~ TRA.lVS'MJTTAL SHEET 

. 202.~482-1684 ~ PH01']E 

YJ-\ d-1 J Ob•· ·· .•.. 
.· .. aMm1· 1ew1n 

Christy Simon : · 
7 TracyJuc~s 

Db&r·,··.·~-· 
· cJtax:a.J~ · 

202-482-5924 - Fi1. ·;:: 

'11 • ·~ 
No. of pages (inc. cover):·.~:::::_._ 

VAdrianne Cheatham·. 
Ashley Chaves 

·--------------~- ... , .. ··-

If all pages are DQt received, please call 20:~-4182•1684~ 

·. The docu~ent accompanying this facsimile tran~mHtal sheet is intended only ror the use .of the i1·1 11vidua1 or enm; to 
·whom it is addressed. This message contai~s infom1lation, which may be privileged, confidentfail. , .. exempt from · 
disclosure un"er·applicable law. If the reader of this mE:ssage is not the intended recipient, or H 1 •::mpfoyee or agent · 

·· responsible for delivering the message to th<: i.ntemlk:d re:cipient, you ate hereby notified that a111.:r disclosure, · 
dissemination, copying or distribution, or the.taking tlfeiny action in r.eliance on the contents 01rr; s ~om_munieation is 
strictly prohibited. · 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECT!IITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Form PPO Non-C&reer Appointment Form 12/21/2006 . P6/b6; 

( 

c, 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items witlidrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Presidential Personnel, White House Office of 

SERIES: 
Bullock, Kat.ia - Agency~Files - Candidates 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Valera, Sheri 

FRCID: 
5065 
OANum.: 
7930 

NARANum.: 
7828 

FOIA IDs and Segments: 

2016-0068-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Aet- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(J) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
1 PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 R~lease would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
I 2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in dorior's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] · 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
.b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ -
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom oflnformation Act. 

This Document was withdrawn on 212712018 by KL 



12/21106 15:51 FAX 

Sht;ri_ Valera 
I 

(b) (6) ,1, 

. (b)(6) . 

Education: 
University of Florida 

B.A. Degree Graduate with Honors in Dt"1Jember 2005 
Majors in Political Science, and Spanish 
Minor in Written and Oral Communicati1inStUdies 
Concentration in Business 'Administratioil 

Seville, Spain Study Abroad: Universidad btemacional de Pedro Menedez 
The Leadership Institute Graduate: 

"Youth Leadership School" 2001 and 20C3, Student Publications School 2002 

~003 

Graduate of multiple Leadership Training and Field Training Schools through Republican educa1b ,.:LI organizations 
Pro-Life AHiance: Series of Debate Training S,eminars 

\ 

Work and J>olitical Experience: 
• U.S. Department of Commerce 

Presidential PoliticalAppointm~mt to Advance Coordinator for Secretary ofCo:tn ·11erce 2006 
Trip coordination and event pl!ltming; Participating in Department ofCommenm 'l1=nior Staff 
strategy me~ings; Preparing and performing complex logistical movements; W111 1 ing closely with 
Protocol Office and the hosting of dignitaries: Synchronization ofoffice planni11~ nnd coordination 
with other Department of Commerce offices; Working closely to the Secretary ;1s Advance 
Representative; Aiding in coordination and planning of major international tratlo 111jssions 

College Republicans National Committee 
National Convention Programs Committee Chairman 2003 
Member,ofCredentials CommiHee - elected by Southern Caucus 2003-2004 

• College Republicans of Florida 
State Chairman (Two-Term Chairmanship) and University of Florida Vice Chair 1:ui 

Led the youth campaign in Florida during 2004 Elections 
Featured on ever major news nt>1work as spokesperson for the 46 College Repul> 1;:ans chapters 
Served as College Republican liaison to Bush-Cheney '04, Mel Martinez for Su111:e, and the 

Repubiican Party of Florida , . · 
Recruited, trained, and directed ::allege Republicans Get-Out-The-Vote and cmr :-us activism 
Debate participant including Ct.:Jege Democrats National Chairman Ashley Bull ,111d Pro-Life 
Alliance Fall 2005with VOX: V?ices of Planned Parenthood; 
Represented College Republicans on campus a,t various single issue group everi :i :1.nd debates 

• Weekly Editorial C.olumnist for the Florida Independent AIUgator in 2003. 
• Florida Bush-Cheney 2003-2004 "Students For Bush" State Youth Director 
• Florida RNC "College Coordinator" 
• The Gator Standard- founding member, writing contributor, distribution, recruitment 
• Congressman Cliff' Steams Florida Con~ressional District 6 Gainesvil

1
le Intern 

• Daytona Beach Fairfield Ocean Walk- ·~!oncierge and marketing 

Honors/Awards: 
• Congressional District 6 Florida Delegall: 2004 Republican National Convention 

Youngest elected Delegate in Florida and 2nd youngest in the country 
Republican National Conventi1>11 Committee and Republican Party of Florida "r. t!dia delegate" for 
2004 RNC Nationiil Conventio11 
Featured by numerous national nnd international news media outlets. 
"Delegate in Focus" and "Diveriity Focus" RNC Convention Delegate 

'l 
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• One of Ten Semi-Finalists in the RNC/M h' Sponsored "Startd Up and Hollal" 
• Ron.aid Reagan Future Leaders Scholarship Recipient for top scholarship award 
• Golden Key international Hdnors Society · 
• Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society 
• Phi Eta Sigma Honors Society 
• ·College Republican National Committee 

Most Improved State Federation 2004 awarded to College Republicans ofFlorkl1 md State 
Chairwoman Sher·i Valera . · 
C~apter of the Year 200'.f awarc'1~:d to the University ofFlorida · 

• Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Recip.Jent . 
• National Dean's List Scholar. 

Two-time National Dean's.List scholar .. . . .. · . 
· • College of Liberal Arts and Scie~ces StUcly Abroad Scholarship Recipient 

Scholars.hip to Seville" Spain S1nnmerof2003 

Collegiate Community lnvolverrient: ·· 
· • International Friendship Conversation Prrtner 

•• The Freeddm Foundation . · 
• . Gators For Israel . 
• University of Florida Student Alumni Ai.11.ociation Member 2002-2003 
• Campus Crusade }<or Christ Leadership 
• Reformed University Fellow11hip 
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(b)(6) 

Education: 
UniversitY of Florida 

B.A. Degree Graduate with Honors In Dtn;ember 2005 
Majors In.Political Science and Spanish . 

·Minor in Written and Ora:I Communicatii1n Studies 
Concentration in Business Administratio11 

Seville, Spain Study Abroad: Universidad Jritemncional de Pedro Men6dez 
The Leadership Institute Graduate: 

"Youth Leadership School" 2001 and2003, Student Publications School 2002 , 
Graduate ofmultiple Leadership Training and Field Training SchoolS through Republican educa:tic 1J1d organizations 
Pro-Life Alliance: Series of Debate Training Seniinars · 

Work and Political Experience: 
• U.S. Department of Commerce . 

Presidential Political Appointmc:nt to Advance Coordinator for Secretary of Co:· l r :1erce 2006 
Trip coordination and event plf,.nning; Participating in Department ofCommerc:e !lenlor Staff 
strategy meetings; Preparing and perfomiing complex logistical movements; W J. l::ing closely with 
Protocol Office and the hosting of dignitaries; Synchronization of office planni11 and coordination 
with other Department of Commerce offices; Working closely to the Secretary.1 Advance 
Representative; Aiding in coordination and plaMing of major international trncl' missions 

Co'Uege Republicans National Committee 
, National Convention Programs ~ommittee Chairman 2003 

Member of Credentials Committee - elected by Southern Caucus 2003-2004 
• College Republicans of Florida · .· · 

State Chairman (Two~Tenn Ct.nirmanship) and University of Florida Vice Chcti1 :1an 
Led the youth campaign in Flo:ida during 2004 Elections · 
Featured on ever major news m twork as spokesperson for the 46 College Rep1: l: 1 cans chapters 
Served as College Republican liaison to Bush-Cheney '04, Mel Martinez for B1~: ;1te, and the 

Republican Party ofFlorida · 
Recruited, trained, and directed College Republlcans Get-Out-The-Vote and':~ 1 1Jus activism 
Debate participantiricluding Cc•lleget>emocrlits National Chairman Ashley Bc:l :!md Pro-Life 
Alliance Fall 2005 with VOX· Voices of Planned Paren1hood; 
Represented CoUege Republic:ms on campus at various single issue group ev1~111 i and debates 

• Weekly Editorial Columnist for the Flol'·da Independent Alligator in 2003. 
• Florida Bush-Cheney 2003-2004 "Stud,ints'For Bush" State Youth Director 
• Florida RNC "College Coordinator" · 
• The Gator Standard - founding member, writing contributor:, distribution, recruitment 
• Congressman Cliff Steams Florida Con ~.ressional District 6 Gainesville Intern 
• Daytona Beach Fairfield Ocean Walk- Concierge and marketing J 

Honors/Awards: 
• Congressional District 6 Florida Delegru.e 2004 Republican National Convention 

Youngest elected Delegate in ·.~)orida and 2"d youngest in the countty 
. Republican National Conventi11n Committee and Republican Party of Florid<!';, 11edia delegate" for 

2004 RNC National Conventfon . · 
Featured by numerous national and international news media outlets. 
"Delegate in Focus" and "Div.mslty Focus" &NC Convention Delegate 

.. 
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• One of Ten Semi-Finalists iii the RNCfM,y Sponsored "Stand Up and Holla!" 
• Ronald Reagan Future Leaders Scholarship Redpient for top scholarship award 
• Golden Key International Honors Societ)· 
• Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society 
• Phi Eta Sigma Honors Society 
• College Republican National Committee 

Most Improved State Federatior; 2004 awarded to College Republicans ofFlori1: i md State 
Chaiiwoman Shed Valera 
Chapter of the Year 2002 awardt•d to the University of Florida 

• Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Recirient 
• National Dean's List Scholar 

Two-time National Qean's List scholar 
• College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Stucly Abroad Scholarship Recipient 

· Scholarship to Seville, Spain Sin rimer of2003 

Collegiate Community Involvement:' 
• International Friendship Conversation P11tner 
• The Freedom Foundation 
• Gators For Israel 
• University of Florida Student Alumni A:::::10ciation Member 2002-2003 
• Campus Crusade For Christ Leaders.hip 
• Reformed University Fellow~hip · 

!41009. 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM J SUBJECTrrITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

List References 1124/2007 P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Presidential Personnel, White House Office of 

SERIES: 
Bullock, Katja - Agency Files - Candidates 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Valera; Sheri 

FRCID: 
5065 
OANum.: 
7930 

NARANum.: 
7828 

FOIA IDs and Segments: 

2016-0068-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)) 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRAJ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
.P4 Release would disclose trade·secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President· 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRAJ 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRAJ 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). ~ 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national' 
· security information. · 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets:or confidentialor financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
b(8) Release would disclose information' concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed- The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom oflnforination Act. 

This Document was withdrawn.on 212712018 by KL 
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Request for Schedule C Appointing Auth1:: :dty 

Agency Name: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Pdn. Date: JAN-23-2007 · 

PQC: ANITAGALLMAN Phone: :202-482-4440 Fax: 202~501-2641 

Request No.: DC070102 Request Type:: APPOINTMENT "J?'c dtiort: REGULAR C 

Candidate SHERI VALERA Grade/Step: GS-7/1 Salary: $37640 

Position No.: DCGS60395 Title: CONFIDENTIAL ASSISTANT 

·\Series: 00301 Desc: MISCELLANEOUS ADMINISTRATION AND PROGRMI 

Date PD certified as Schedule C per 5 CFR z·JJ.3301(a): JAN-23-2007 

Organization ID: ·· 6150 Org. Name: INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTR.~.r ::iN 

Supervisor No: DCEX02007 Supv. Title: ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND DIREC::"·1 1:~ GENERAL OF UNITED STAl 

Supervisor Name: ISRAEL HERNANDEZ s_upv. Position Type: PRES!:: :NTIAL WITH SENATE APPRO\ 

GEO Location: WASHINGTON ____________________ ,,,,_, ____________ _ 
Schedule C Certification Statement 

I certify the Schedul.e C position above, that we request the Office of Personnel Mane;! 11ment to except 
from the competitive service because of tl1e confidential or policy-determining charn.d i··, was not created 
solely or primarily in order to detail the e.nployeeto the White House. 

Department/ Agency Head or Designee: SECRETARY 

Sign•Me',~~:::.._--·_·-_-_-:_-:...--=.--=._D_a_te-Si-gn-ed: ..... ;,....,1 /_l_l/""""~-7_. _......__ 
Agency White House Liaison 

Name ~= 6-. Sil1:~DV\ Phone. 

Signature: ~ _ . Date Signed: 

I :l8.:2.-tlo&t.f 

I ftJ3/D 7 
------------------,,·-·-------------

OPMUSEONLY 

D Approved. :::J Disapproved D Retumedwi1 1:>utAction 

OPM W /H Llaison: Date Signed: 

OPM Approving Official: 
C!J..;. of Staff, ciPM 

Date Signed: 

FAX: 202-606-3603 A11'" ·1:NTION: C. PENN, 6484 

Sour·ce: Office of Personnel Management I~·~ ·11·rt1019, Version 1.0 August2002 
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... c .... o .... nfi .... 1d .... e_n1H!L!\ssistant, GS 301-07 

Introduction: 
. ' 

The incumbent of this position serves as a Confidential Assistant to the Assistai: I :;:ecretary for 
Trade Promotion and Director General o:fthe: U.S. and Foreign Commercial Ser1 k;e, in the 
Inte.rnational Trade Administration, performing.a variety of confidential and se:ri:: jve duties for 

\ . 

the Assistant Secretary for Trade Promotion and Director Generalof the U.S. an I Foreign 
Commercial Service. 

The proposed incumbent of this position will riot be able to adequately perfomt ll ~:r duties 
without being privy to tlie political, pem)nal, and management philosophies of 11 i:: Assistant 
Secretary for Trade Promotion andDire:ctor General of the U.S. and Foreign Cn 11.mercial . 
Service. A confidential relationship bf 2 Schedule C nature is imperative since t: t :~ incumbent 
will speak for the Assistant Secretary for Trade Promotion and Director Genera.[ : fthe U.S. and 
Foreign Commercial Service and as such, w:ill be expected to reflect her superv .1 m's 
philosophies in conversations with leading figures of the government, business 8 :d other groups. 
The incumbent will also be obliged to ·:resent the views of the Assistant SecrnLE :y for Trade 
Promotion and Director General of the [J. S. and Foreign Commercial Service iir ::orrespondence 
and.other communications with agency :.naiiagers and program officials. 

Duties: 

Participates in special assignments of a varied nature for the Assistant Secretat~'.'' for Trade 
Promotion. and Director General of the IJ. S. and :E<oreign Commercial Service:, [ 1any of which 

. are confidential in nature. Assignment:; indude special projects requiring liai:::o:. with operating · 
units of the Department, task and work .~oups, committees, and other governrn1; :.t agencies. 

Conducts research and liaison to develop. background data for correspondence,, r 11;,etings, and 
special reports concerning areas ofi:ntecest to the Assistant Secretary for Tradc lrnmotion and· 
Director General of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service; Researches lii:1~1 o.ture sources 
~:hd conducts personal liaison. . . 

Coordinates and monitors special projt<.:ts of interest to the Assistant Secretary: :1r Trade 
Promotion and Director General of the ·,J. S. and Foreign Commercial Service. J .. esolves issues. 
that may cause delays or complication~ with' project objectives, alerting the Am; !tant Secretary 
for Trade Promotion and Director General of the U.S. and Fc;ireign Commerci::.l dervice to an.y 
problems that may require her attenti011. 

Alerts the Assistant Secretary to eventn of special interest based on a knowledlfr.t of the policies, 
preferences and views of the Assistant ::secretary for Trade Promotion and Dirci: :'.)r General of the 
U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service:. 

Performs other confidential duties as a:ssigl1led by the Assistant Secretary for T1·1 de Promotion 
and Director General of the U. S. and Foreign Cornp1ercial Service. 
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Supervision and Guidance Received: 

Incumbent works under the supervision ·:.f th1! Assistant Secretary for Trade Prorn :1tion and 
Director General of the U. S. and F9reign Commercial Service .. Work is revie'\M1:: \for adherence 
to procedures and compliance with polic:.y. 

I 



HIGHEST PREVIOUS SALARY CALCULATION FORM 

CANDIDATE: 

HIGHEST PREVIOUS SALARY: 

PROPOSED GS LEVEL: 

PERCENT INCREASE: 

EXAMPLE: 

Highest previous salary: 

Proposed GS Level: 

Calculation: 

Ji( 

NIA 
\ 

60,000 

GS-14 (78,265) 

78,265 
-60,000 

18,265 

Divide the difference by the highest previous salary for percent increase: 

18,265/60,000= .3044 = 30% 



PPOAD LF DATE RECEIVED BY OPA: ------- DA TE DUE TO PPO: ---- POTUS Mtg. Date (if applicable): ---

HOMENOTING ADDRESS:·· 

NAME: Valera, Sheri Gainesville, FL 
. CoV'if. A~8T ft,r 

POTENTIAL AGENCY/POSITION: DOC/ Advance Bepresetttative 
~ .. 

__ PAS __ PA _SES _X_SKC __ . B/C GS- TB&- ·-,_; I L_ PERMANENT TEMPORARY 

REC 1: ------------------ POSITION OF REC 1: ---------------

REC 2: ________________ _..__POSITION OF REC 2: --------------

POLITICAL CHECK: 

__ VOTE CHECK 

.· blAFEC-

__ CONFIRM RECOM;MENDER 

__ B/C STATE LEADERSHIP 

Talked to: 

Notes. · 
Students for Bush State Chairman -·FL · 

· Position: · ----------------- -----------Notes: 

Talked to: -------------.-..;.... ......... _ ___, 
Position: -----------·Notes: 

. v'APPROVE . __ DENY RANK 

- 1-Known·to OPA . . 3 - Unknown to OPA- abbreviated politieal check 

Approve (YIN):_ 

Approve {YIN): ~ 

5. , . 0" 
DATE . 

2 - Unkno'wn to OPA - full political check completed 4 "-unknown to OPA '""..no political check completed because------------
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Saras9ta Herald-TrlHuhe (Florida) . 
.... " 

Jan~ary 18,2005 Tuesday 

. CHARLOTTE EDITION 

SECTION: B SECTION; Pg. BCE4 

LENGTH: 500 words 
'.· .• 

·.· · HEADLIN,E:· Valera translates political beliefs into action 
. .• 

BYLINE: By MARILYN CARPENTER CORRESPONDENT .. 

'BODY: 

' ! . : . • . . • , ~ • 

With one more semester to go at the U~iversity of Florida, Sheri Valera, 22, 
·.was takinga welc01;ne holiday break at home in Port Charlotte with her . 
;;parents Dennis aJ)d Reatha Valera and hersister Lauren, who is a sophomore . 
. atUF. 

Valera's bedroom spoke de~rly of Christmas, .with gift boxes and wrappings, 
· ·and of UF with Gators' memorabilia. · · 

·• ·Even more apparent we;e poiitical·posters, banners.~ndT-:-Jhirts promoting .· 
the Republican Party. and the 2004 presidential election. · · 

Valera chose to become a Republican cfurirtgher senior year at Spruce Creek 
High Schoolin.Port Orange., .. 

' ·'_ • " J 

Her participation in Girls State the previous summer spurred her interest iu . 
politics. With the 2000 presidential campaign in full swing,· she compared 
the candidates and sided with George Bush. . 

" ' . . . '· -
'·' - . , . : 

.. ··once at UF, shejoined.the.Colieg~ Republicans of Florid~ and started on a .... 
journey she will never forget. . 
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As. a sophomore she ran for vice chairpersqn of UF's College Republicans 
and won. On campus; she worked side by side with the college chairperson 
and became a liaison between the UF cliapter. and the state organization and · 
helped create a statewide Chllege Republicans newsletter. 

Working with the Florida 2002 elections added fuel and experience toher 
growing political interests. . 

•, . 

From vice chair of UF's chapter she ran for state chairman of the College 
Republicans of Florida ~nd won the post at the Miami convention. L<:tst year 
she ran unopposed. 

·valeratakes her voluniaryresponsibilities very seriously. 

"It's the person that makes.the title, 'notthe titleth(;lt makes the person~ II she 
. said .. "I had a big vision for our state, !wanted Florida to be the be.st 
'federation in the nation or at least be wen on its Way to being the best. II 

·She was the impetus behin~fmultiplying the four active state. college 
chapters to about40. 

. . . 
. . 

Other state resp.onsibilities she accepted included attending.· .. national board 
. meetings, creating a state plancomplete with purposes, goals,. a statewide 

calendar, field plans for Repyblican field reps and a budget. 

Then there was the 2004 national. election. Her Port Charlotte bedroom 
became hersummer campaign he~dquarter~ \\!here she formed strategy and 
planned ways tb get students. to registerJo vote,· become informed, volunteer 
to help and ultimately vote. . . · · 

Before theelectjon, she traveled around the 'state -- practically living out of 
her car -- while maintaining good grades aca9enlically~ 

' . 

As Valera is finishing her final"tertn, she is focusing on training new 
leadership before passing on the.torch at the upcoming state convention. 

: <' ~, ' 

. Last year she was one of 2lcandidates runningforthree Republican 
delegate spots. ·· 
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. . - . ·: ,·, . 

S.he was elected by her congressional.district and was Florida's youngest 
delegate at the National ConventioninNew York. There she was chosen to 
be a spokesperson to the wedia. 

.,,· 
.· ', ' . ·... : . , . . . 

She also was one of the 10 natioii~l finalists in MTV's"Stand Up and 
Holla!" contest for which she wrote a 300-word essay on "Why President 

· ·Bush's c;;all to volunteering is iniportantand how.~ave you demonstrated it" . 
. '·. 
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The News:-Press (Fort Myers,.FL) 

August 29, 2004·sunday "' 

SECTION: NATIONAL; Pg. 4A. 

·.LENGTH: 483 words 

.· HEADLINE: Forget the stage; essay.fi~alist sJill to se~ conventiori 

BYLINE: AlisonKepnet, 'staff 

BODY: 
Port Charlotte· resident taking· mom as guest 

. . . . . . 

BY ALISON KEPNER akepner@news-press.com .· 
. ;, ,· . . . ·. . 

. · .. ·A Po~ Charlotte \V~man ca~e dose to taking the podium Monday atthe 
. RepubFcanNational Convention in New York City. 

Sheri Valera, 21, was among 10finalists1n ¥TV's Stand Up and Holla!. 
yolunteerism essay contest. Awomanfroin Wayne, Ark., won, but it is·not 
~stopping Valera from attending. ,· 

She will be there as a Florida delegate. 
;..-·· 

. "Tm excited about being there. That ~in itself i{gbi~g to be hug~," she said. 
;,A lot of my role models and leadersandpeople llook up to are going to be 
there." · 

; '. .. . . '" .. ·.·,· .. · . 

. · · The trip north will be a bittersweet distraction forVakra whose home 
·suffered some damage from Hlirrican,e Charley. :.

1
• . 

"As much as New York will be a welcome breal,( fromfeality ... At the same . 
time, you almost don't wantto leavebecause you feel.like there is so much· 
io do," she s~id. . . . 

Last printed 1/4120_07 ~:47:00 PM 6 



-------------~~---

. ··. Valera, who will be a senior Spanish and politicaJ science major at the 
.University ofFlorida this fall, moved to SouthwestFlorida from the Daytona · . 
. area in July. 

She adi:njres first lady Laura Bush and National Security Adviser 
.. Coridoleezza Rice, along ~ith President Bush. 
. . . 

"': 

"lwould love to shake their hands and say 'thank you,'" .she said. 

She hopes Gov. J eb Bush comes, too, so she can thank him for all the help 
he has sent to her hurricane-tattered community: 

. . . . . :'_ ' •' .·' . . " . . ·. 

"I'll be talking about (the hurricane) a lotwhen I'm up there," Valera said. 

· In her MTV essay,· Valera wrote of childhood memories of when firefighters 
from across the country came to the aidof hertown when it was surrounded 
by wildfires. She served. them meal~, and ... as a. young girl witnessed first. 
hand the awesome spirit of common un.ity and.selfless generosity." ·· · 

· · Valera already beat the odds to be a finali'st More than l,00018- to 24-year-
olds submitted essays. · 

It is one more honor to add to her already extensive list of political activities. 
Valera is state chairwoman for the Coll.eg~ Republicans of Florida and . 
Students for Bush. After graduation, she hopes to add a White Housejobto 

. her resume. · · • : ·• 

Parents Dennis and Reatha Valera are proud of what their daughter has 
accOmplished. · ·· ·· '· 

"She's very passionate about her beliefs·~ridthe country," Reatha Valera · 
· said. "Wheri she speaks, it comes across.i' 

.· ,. : ·. . . ' . ·, . 

Some may assume Sheri Valera's ·young activism is the product of a stt~ng 
Republican upbringing,. but Reatha Valer.a saici she ,(lnd her husband were. 
lifelong Den10crats until a party switclithis year~ 

. Didtheirdaughter influ~nce th~m? "That had a small part init, but that 
wasn't the reason for rne," Reatha Valera said, addfr1g that if anything she 
"prickl.edher conscious" .to make th~ switch. 
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"I'd been procrastinating for a while anyway and not happy with the party 
· that_I had been embracing,"she said. · 

Win or lose, Reatha Valera will accompany Sheri to New York as the 
. . 

. delegate's guest. 

"It's jusfa chance of a lifetime," she said.' 

. I 
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