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VALERA e SHERI A Ms.Political Operative |
. 'Posmon Sou'ht i 'Posmon .‘ . ' ‘ .
7 ISKC, DOC ) - Advance Coord1nat0r~_' U. S. Department Of
’_Conf1dent1al Ass1stant R May 2006 — 'Janu(ary 2007;‘?E o Commerce

-] - still in disaster mode, and now with the other huiricane coming, €ven more so,’
| Valera said. Onher first trip to New York, Valera has managed to fit in a little w
o s1ghtsee1ng and a whirlwind of news media 1nterv1ews 1nclud1ng a taping for the

| 'Style Network’s The Look for Less show. She. said she was a top 10 sermfmahst
| InMTV’s Stand up and Holla contest.” A political science and Spanish major;
1. Valera said she always, had an interest in politics: but had no-party affiliation unt1l |

~as evidenced by. the planned appearance Sunday from U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney, R- .

3 - ‘Beach who chairs Students for Bush in her home state. Drivers, pubhc officials '
“ and newly registered voters were invited to' sign a ‘I support President Bush’

L - ’ The Sarasot\& Herald-Trzbune Proflled Valera (See Attached Below)

g - Valera Was A Delegate To The 2004 Repubhcan National Conventlon "‘Sherr
| . Valera, 21, Florida’s youngest delegate to the Republican National Convention, -

~came to New York with her mother, but her father, Dennis, stayed at the farmly s
Port Charlotte home, still picking up after Hurricane Charley. ‘R1ght up until we
~left, he was still planning and hop1ng to go, but he had to cancel because he was

- her senior year in high school when she watched the 2000 Repubhcan Nat1onal
o Convention. She said she saw another young female delegate on.television and .
~was determined to become one herself. Valera, in her second term as state -
*.chairwoman for the College’ Republrcans of Florida, is the state chairwoman for
- the Florida chapter of Students for Bush. She plans to continue voter reg1strat1on E
. drives, recruiting, educatrng young people on the issues and orgamzrng rallies . |

- until the November election.. The Un1vers1ty of Flor1da senior. grew up in Ormond N
» Beach her farmly moved to Port Charlotte in] uly ™ (Sun Sentinel, 9/3/04)

IR The Fort Myers News-Press Also Proflled Valera (See Attached Below)
o RS Valera Aided In Voter Reglstratlon Efforts “Naturally, the ‘Race to Vrctory

: motor coach located outside the track near Turn 4 was anything but non- -partisan,.

Fla. “We’re here to register voters and we hope to get them to reg1ster as
o Republ1cans said Sheri Valera, a Unrversrty of Florida student from Daytona

o Pos1t1ve Agenda for Amer1ca team leader banner (USA T oday, 2/ 16/04)

-~ Last printed 1/4/2007 3:47:00PM
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Education:
University of Florida

B.A, Degree Graduste with Honors in Deuember 2005 .

Majors in Political Science and Spanish

_ Minor in Written and Oral Communicatiia Studies

Concentration in Business ‘Administration

Seville, Spain Study Abroad: Universidad Internacional de Pedro Mené'dez

The Leadership Institute Graduate:

- “Youth Leadership School” 2001 and 20¢3, Student Publlcatxons School 2002

@oo3

Graduate of multiple Leadership Training and Field Training Schools through Repubhcan educatis .1 orgamzatlons
- Pro-Life Alliance: Series of Debate Training Semmars :

. \
Work and Pohtmal Experience:
e US. Department of Commerce

Presidential Political Appomtmunt to Advance Coordinator for Secretary of Cmn 1ierce 2006
Trip coordination and event plasning; Participating in Department of Commer: ‘iznior Staff
strategy meetings; Preparing and performing complex logistical movements; W (ing closely with
Protocol Office and the hosting of dignitaries; Synchronization of office plannins iind coordination -
with other Department of Comnierce offices; Working closely to the Secretary 45 /\dvance
Representative; Aiding in coordination and planning of major international tradi: niissions

College Repubhcans National Committee

National Conventjon Programs (Jommittee Chairman 2003 ‘
Member of Credentials Commitiee - elected by Southern Caucus 2003-2004

e  College Republicans of Florida -

State Chairman (Two-Term Ch‘ltrmanshlp) and University of Florida Vice Chair 1an

Led the youth campa)gn in FloriJa during 2004 Elections
Featured on ever major news nework as spokesperson for the 46 College Repuls ':ans chapters

Served as College Republican linxison to Bush-Cheney '04, Mel Martmez for San ve, and the

Republican Party of Florida .

Recruited, trained, and directed uollege‘Republicans Get-Out-The-Vote and cair :us activism

Debate participant including Cu.lege Democrats National Chairman Ashley Bell .1nd Pro-Life
Alliance Fall 2005.with VOX: Vaices of Planned Parenthood,

Represented College Republicans on campus at various single issue group even:: i.nd debates

[ ]
[ ]
. Florida RNC “College Coordinator”
[ ]
®
o Daytona Beach Fairfield Ocean Walk — {'oncierge and marketing
Honors/Awards

e . Congressional District 6 Florida Delegal( 2004 Repubhcan National Convention
Youngest elected Delegate in Florida and 2™ youngest in the country

-

Weekly Editorial Columnist for the Florida Independent Alligator in 2003,
Florida Bush-Cheney 2003-2004 “Students For Bush” State Youth Dlrector

The Gator Standard — founding member, writing contributor, dlstrlbutlon, recruitment
Congressman CIiff Steamns Florida Congressional District 6 Gainesville Intern

Republican National Convention Committee and Repubhcan Pa.rty of Flonda “rudia delegate” for

2004 RNC National Convention
- Featured by numerous national und international news medla outlets
“Delegate in Focus” and “Diveriity Focus” RNC Conventlon Delegate
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e .‘One of Ten Seml-Flnahsts in the RNC/M tw Sponsored “Stand Up and Holla"’
¢ . Ronald Reagan Future Leaders Scholarsh:p Recrprent for top scholarshlp award .
-~ ®  Golden Key International Honors Society : : :
" =. PhiKappa Phi Honors Socrety
. ‘Phx Eta Slgma Honors Society -
. & College Republican National Commrttee ‘ Lo A
o - Most Improved State Federatiorr 2004 awarded to College Repubhcans of Flor i and State o
Chairwornan Sheri Valera ; o
- Chapter of the Year 2002 awarcd-to the, Umversrty of Florlda ’
. Florlda Bnght Futures Soholarshlp Recnnent S
‘. e National Dean’s List Scholar.
. Two-time Natjonal Dean § Llst schol.ir . .
e w.'College of Liberal Arts and Sc1ences Stucly Abroad Scholarshlp Recrplent'
LR Scholarshlp to- Sevnlle Spain Smnmel of2003 .

Colleglate Commumty Involvement
¢« ... = International Fnendshlp Conversatron Pntner

. & The Freedom Foundation -

i ' - Qators For [srael o : S : -
£~ e " University of Florida Student Alumm A ~.omatron Member 2002-2003

s . Campus Crusade For Christ Leadershlp y »

e ~.Reformed Umversnty Fellowshlp
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Education: _
' Umvers«ty of Florida .
B.A. Degree Graduate with Honors in Du u,ember 2005 -
Majors in Political Science and Spamsh , o
‘Minor in Written and Oral Communication Studies
) -.Concentration in Business Administration : -
Sevnlle, Spain Study Abroad:; . Universidad lr.temaclonal de Pedro Menédez .
The Leadership Institute Graduate:
. *Youth Leadership School” 2001 nnd 20(!3 Student Publications School 2002
Graduate of multiple Leadership Training and Field Training Schools through Repubhcan educatic -ml orga.mzatlons
Pro-l..lfe Alllance Series of Debate Trammg Semmars ( :
Work and Polmeal Experlence.
. U.S. Department of Commerce ‘ o
: Presidential Political Appomum nt to Advance Coordmator for Secretary of Ci1 rerce 2006

Trip coordination and event planning; Participating in Department of Commerce Senjor Staff

strategy meetings; Preparing anii performmg complex logistical movements; W, I: ing closely with -

Protocol Office and the hosting of dignitaries; Synchronization of office plannin and coordlnatlon

L . with other Department of Commierce offices; Working closely to the Secretary 1 Advance

R Representative; Aiding in coordlnatlon and planning of major mtematnonal trade nissions

College Republicans National Committee. \ :
National Convention Programs Committee Chalrman 2003
Member of Credentials Committee - elected by Southem Caucus 2003-2004

. College Republicans of Florida ,

‘ State Chairman (Two-Term Cl‘mrrnanshxp) and University of Flonda Vice Cthl 1an . .
Led the youth campalgn in Flo-ida-during 2004 Elections '
Featured on ever major news ne¢twork as spokesperson for the 46 College Repu 1 : cans chapters

_Served as College Republican ligison to Bush-Cheney ’04 Mel Martinez for Si2 iite, and the
" Republican Party of Florida - - -
Recruited, trained, and directed College Republicans Get-Out-The-Vote and ¢ 1 ()us activism
Debate p'articipant including Ccllege Democrats National Chairman Ashley Bel . md Pro-Life
Alliance Fall 2005 with YOX: Voices of Planned Parenthood;

' Represented College Republicans on campus at various smgle jssue group even ; and debates

Weekly Editorial Columnist for the Flor da Independent Alligator in 2003,

Florida Bush-Cheney 2003-2004 “Stud:nts For Bush” State Youth Director

Florida RNC “College Coordinator”

The Gator Standard ~ founding membet, writing contnbutor dxstnbut:on recruitment

Congressman Cliff Stearns Florida- Congressional District 6 Gainesville Intern )

' Daytona Beach Fairfield Ocean Walk - ..,onclerge and marketmg S

HonorsIAwards' '
.o Congresslonal District 6 Florlda Delegive 2004 Repubhcan Nat:onal Conventxon
Youngest elected Delegate in lorida and 2™ youngest in the country
. Republican National Convention Committee. and Republican Party of F londa uedla delegate” for
2004 RNC National Convention - -
. Featured by numerous national and international news media outlets, .
“Delegate in Focus” and “Divarsity Focus" RNC Conventmn Delegate

v
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One of Ten Semi-Finalists i the RNC/M‘/ Spcmsored “Stand Up and Holla!®
Ronald Reagan Future Leaders Scholarship ]Reuprent for top scholarshlp award
Golden Key International Honors Society :
Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society ‘
Phi Eta Sigma Honors Society :
College Republican National Commlttee : : : :
- Most Improved State Federatior. 2004 awarded to College Republicans of Flor i+ ind State .
Chairwoman Sheri Valera &
_ Chapter of the Year 2002 awarded to the Umversnty of Florida
e Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Recrrlent
*  National Dean’s List Scholar
- ‘Two-time National Dean’s List schol.ar '
"e" College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Stucly Abroad Seholarshrp Reerprent
N Scholarship to Seville, Spam Suinmer of 2003 -

Colleglate Communlty Involvement
» International Friendship Conversation Pi-tner
*  The Freedom Foundation
Gators For Israel ‘ '
‘University of Florida Student Alumm A' Hociation Member 2002-2003
Campus Crusade For Christ Leadershlp ’
. Reformed Unlversrty Fellowshlp
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of gift.

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

b(4) Release would disclose trade secretsior confidential.or financial R
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of -
personal privacy. [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] .

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] ~ :

Records Not Subject to FOIA

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to
the Freedom of Information Act._

This Document was withdrawn.on 2/27/2018 - by KL

3
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Request for Schedule C Appointing Auth: rity
Agency Name: DEPARTMENT OF C_OMMERéE L _ o - : - Prin. Date: JAN;.25-2007 :
Poc ANTAGALLMAN  ~ Phone: 2024824440~ Fax: 202:501-2641 |
Request No DCO70102 Request TYPL': PO'NTMENT b‘ : ' ' ';J.”n: iition: EE.GULARC
| Candldate_ SHERI VALERA | . Grade/Step: GS7T1  Salary: $37640
Position No.: DCGS60395 Title: 'CONFIDENT'IAL”"YSSISTAN"T. | :
f\series;f 00301 Desc: MSCELLANEOUS ADMlNISTRATlON AND PROGRAM
Date PD certified as Schedule C per 5 CFR 23..3,3301(@): © 232007
_O:ga;{i'z_adoh ID: © 6150 ' Orgﬁ."l\'l’tamle: _!NTERNATIO&ALTRADE ADMlNISTRA\' N
Supetvisor No: scexozor Sui;v. Tiﬂe:_‘ASFS\STANT‘SK'ECR'_ETARVAYAND DIREC: 7 GENERAL OF UNITED STAT
S;Jpexjvisor Name: ISRAEL HERNA&DEZ - " Sﬁ?v.‘P'esitien_fype: PRES|Z INTIAL WITH SENATE APPRO\
GEO Location: ‘_ WASHINGTON ' |

Scheduile C Certiﬁcéﬂon Statement

o certify the Schedule C position above, that we request the Office-of Personnei Mang 1 ¢ ment to except ‘
from the competitive service because of the confidential or policy-determining chare:t 17, was not created
solely or primarily in order ta deta|l the e.nplovee 1o the White House

Date Signed: Il}lf D:} k

"o

| Department/ Agency Head or Designee: ’='ECRETARY

Signature:

Age. 1cy Wh1te House Llalson

hef

Name: S‘n'\ bn - _ ~ Phone: : Ik.&g‘-‘bgq .
Signature: J I ] . I Date Signed: l /23/0 7
~ OPM USE ONLY
D,u}’.xppmved | ' :j Disapp;qved _ ‘ D Retumcd it vyut Action
OPMW/H Lisison: ~ ___ " DateSigned: -
OPM Approving Official: | L g Date Signed:
v ‘ ' ‘Chi.: " of Staff, OPM . . .
' FA\X:',20.2—606-3603 , R ' .o o 3 Al ENTION: C. P-ENN, 6484

Source: Offlce of Personnel Management ‘ : - ) : ) Rt -0rt 1019, Version 1.0 August 2002
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Confiden{ial Assistant, GS 301-07

o~

) Introductlon

:The incumbent of thls pos1t10n serves as a Conﬁdentlal Assistant to the As51stcu t ecretary for -
Trade Promotion and Director Gerneral of the U. S. and Foreign Commercial Se: ice, in the.

. International Trade Administration, performing.a variety of confidential and sen:s “ive duties for
the Assistant Secretary for Trade Promc-uon and Dlrector General of the U. S. an | Forel gn
Commer01a1 Serv1ce -

The proposed 1ncumbent of this pOSItlon w111 not be able to adequately perform ker dutles
* without being privy to the political, personal, and management philosophies of {I.: Assistant -

o Secretary for Trade Promotion and Director General of the U. S. and Forelgn C1 nmercial
Service. A confidential relatlonshlp of 2 Schedule C nature is imperative since & .3 1ncumbent
Sowill speak for the Assistant Secretary. for ‘Trade Promotion and Director Gener:.: - f the U S. and

" Foreign Commercial Service and as such will be expected to reflect her superv « ur's
" philosophies in conversations with leading figures of the government, business ¢ 'd other groups.
The incumbent will also be obliged to :resent the views of the Assistant Secrel: :y for Trade -
Promotion and Director General of the (7. S. and Foreign Commercial Service ir orrespondence
and other communications with agency :naragers and program officials,

' Duties:

Participates in special assignments of a ‘varied nature for the Assistant Secretar {or Trade
~ Promotion and Director General of the 1J, S. and Foreign Commercial Service, 1 1any of which ,
* are'confidential in nature. Assignment:; include special projects requiring liaisr . with operating
'umts of the Department, task and work Jroups comm1ttees and other goverm te it agencres

, 'Conducts research and halson to develnp background data for correspondence T etrngs and
special réports concerning areas of interest to the Assistant Secretary for Trads |'romotion and -
Director General of the U. S. and Foreign ( Commercral Serv1ce Researches litis ¢ ture sources

o and conducts personal liaison. ’ s ‘

‘ Coordmates and monitors spec1a1 proje ots of intetest to the Assistant Secretary .1 Trade
Promotion and Director General of the 'J. S. and Foreign Commercial Service. Resolves issues .
that may cause delays or cornphcatlon< with project objectives, alerting the As:; :tant Secretary

. for Trade Promotion and Director General of the U. S. and Forelgn Commerci:] 3ervice to any
} problems that may require her attentlon ' ,

B l_Alerts the Ass1stant Secretary to event* of spec1al 1nterest based on a knowlecﬂ §it of the policies,
preferences and views of the Assistant | :ecretary for Trade Promotxon and Direr :or General of the
U S. and Foreign Commercral Serv1ce L . : - E

' Performs other conﬁdentlal dutles as az mgnred by the Assmtant Secretary for Tri e Promotlon -
~and Dlrector General of the U. S. and 1+ole1gn Commerc1a1 Service.

-
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Supervision and Guidance Received”:

v Incumbent works under the supervision =f the Ass1stant Secretary for Trade Preur (tion and.
- Director General of the U. S. and Forelgn Commercial Serv1ce Work is review: | for adherence

to procedures and comphance w1th poh(




HIGHEST PREVIOUS SALARY CALCULATION FORM

C'ANDIDATE:. oy - 8((\»@\/\ Vaﬁm

HIGHEST PREVIOUS SALARY: ' 7 { (
PROPOSED GS LEVEL: B /(Ll/ [
PERCENT INCREASE: o Ml\iA\
"EXAMPLE:
Highest previbus salary: ' 60,000
Proposed GS Level: | GS-14 (78,265)
Calculation: - 78,265
260,000

18,265
‘Divide the difference by the highes:t’previous saiary for percent increase:

18,265/60,000= .3044 = 30%



PPOAD __LF DATERECEIVEDBYOPA: ___._ DATEDUE TO PPO: _ POTUS Mtg Date (if applicable):

N L . T L - _ HOME/VOTINGADDRESS _ _
NAME: Valera Sheri = o L L ~ _Gainesville, FL
POTEN TIAL AGEN CY/POSITION DOC / Advance Rep-resentafwe

PAS ___PA  __SES __X SKC _B/C . Gs®EZT/y © X__ PERMANENT TEMPORARY

REC 1: . - . ___ POSITION OF REC 1: __

~ REC2:_ | | —____POSITION OF REC 2:

POLITICAL CHECK:

- : : Notes - ’ e
VOTE CHECK R S e ' Students for Bush State Chalrman FL

ki NA FEC-

CONFIRM RECOMMENDER? !

B/C STATE LEADERSHIP

Notes:

Talked to o ' L : o Position: _ : A‘ppvr(')ve (Y/N):

CTalkedtor_ 0 Postion:______ _  Approve (Y/N):
“Notes: o S , . » R .

R a0 Chaxig w5906
’\/APPROVE- ___DENY OF‘F-?CEOFPOLITICALAFHIRS ~ RANK . . DATE .

1- Known to OPA ' . " o 3 — Unknown to OPA — abbreviated polltlcal check - :
2 Unknown to OPA full pohtlcal check completed -~ 4~unknown to OPA - no political check completed b_ecause
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| Sarasota Herald Tnbune (Flonda)

January 18 2005 Tuesday " _' -

o SECTION B SECTION Pg BCE4

«~.-»LENGTH 500 words i

HEADLINE Valera translates polrtrcal belrefs 1nto actron

L BYLINE By MARILYN CARPENTER CORRESPONDENT

QBODY

o Wrth one more semester to go at the: Un1vers1ty of Florrda Sher1 Valera 22
- was taking a Welcome holrday break at home in Port Charlotte with her

SACE 5 .:,;parents Dennrs and Reatha Valera and her srster Lauren who is a sophomore E
R j;,at UF. ' L S ST

g Valera S bedroom spoke clearly of Chrrstmas W1th g1ft boxes and Wrapprngs,
: and of UF Wrth Gators memorab111a S

- "f,:'Even more apparent were polrtrcal posters banners and T sh1rts promot1ng

f 'the Republrcan Party and the 2004 presrdentral electron

R o Valera chose to become a Republrcan dur1ng her senror year at Spruce Creek ,
H1gh School in Port Orange ” v o

Her partrcrpatron in Grrls State the prevrous summer spurred her 1nterest in
- politics. With the 2000 pres1dent1al campa1gn in full sw1ng, she compared

. the cand1dates and s1ded W1th George Bush :

, n’:Once at UF she Jorned the College Republrcans of Florlda and started ona..
v Joumey she erl never forget S v o

» Last printed 1‘/4/2(')07”3';4.7'.;00‘-PM Lo i




. , As a sophomore she ran for vice charrperson of UF's College Republlcans :
~-and won. On campus, she. worked side by side with the college chairperson

- and became a liaison between the UF chapter and the state organrzatron and -
: 'helped create a statew1de College Republrcans newsletter j B &

S 'Workrng w1th the Florrda 2002 electlons added fuel and experrence to her

B -growrng pollt1cal 1nterests [

. From vice chait Of UF S chapter she ran for state cha1rman of the College

Republicans of Flor1da and won the post at the Mramr conventron Last year

o she ran unopposed

a0 ”V’al‘era:takes her Vol.untaryt responsibilities‘,Very 's_eriously;' |

s "It s the person. that makes the t1tle not the t1tle that makes the person, "she -

“said. "T had a big vision for our state, [ wanted Florrda to be the best
s *,federatron in the natron or at least be well on its way to be1ng the best

She was the 1mpetus beh1nd mult1ply1ng the four act1ve state college o

- ,_chapters to about 40

i ‘Other state respons1b111t1es she accepted included attending national board

: = ~.meetings, creating a state plan complete w1th purposes, goals, a statew1de
- calendar f1eld plans for Republrcan ﬁeld reps and a budget

i “Then there was the 2004 natronal electlon Her Port Charlotte bedroom SO
became her summer campaign headquarters where she formed strategy and '_ T
: planned ways to get students to reg1ster to Vote become 1nformed Volunteer o

to help and ult1mately vote.

| '-Before the electlon she traveled around the state -= pract1cally 11V1ng out of B
' her car -- whlle ma1nta1n1ng good grades academlcally : '

i ”fAs Valera is f1n1sh1ng her f1nal term she 18 focusrng on tra1n1ng new

leadershrp before pass1ng on the torch at the upcomrng state conventron

S Last year she was one of 21 cand1dates runn1ng for three Republlcan

o delegate spots

| Lastprinted 1/42007 3:47:00PM o oo A
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She Was elected by her congress1ona1 d1strrct and was Florrda S youngest |
_ .delegate at the National Convention i in New York There she was chosen to v
Abe a spokesperson to the med1a : o SR

She: also was one of the 10 nat1ona1 f1na11sts in MTV' "Stand Up and
- Holla!" contest for which she wrote a 300-word essay on "Why Pres1dent _
s Bush S call to. Volunteenng 1S 1mportant and how have you demonstrated 1t
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: The News Press (Fort Myers FL)

-  .} August 29, 2004 Sunday

f\'

L LENGTH 483 words .

| 'HEADLINE Forget the stage essay f1na11st Stlll to see. conventlon .

"':Z"'""BYLINE Alrson Kepner Staff

. BODY : : )
E jPort Charlotte resrdent taklng mom as guest

K SBY ALISON KEPNER akepner@news—press com

o A Port Charlotte woman ‘came close to takrng the podrum Monday at the e

| Republrcan Natlonal Conventron in New York C1ty

o ’Sherr Valera 2l was among l() f1nallsts in MTV's Stand Up and Holla'

volunteerism essay contest. A woman from Wayne Ark won, but itis not B

W »j-lstopplng Valera from attendrng

8 "She wrll be there as a Flor1da delegate

v "I'm excrted about berng there That 1n 1tself 1s gorng to be huge she sard .
, '”A lot of my role models and leaders and people I look up to are gorng to bev'

B The tr1p north wrll be a brttersweet drstractron for Valera whose home

e suffered some damage from Hurrrcane Charley

| ”As much as New York wrll bea welcome break from realrty At the same. R
“time, you almost don't want to leave because you feel lrke there is so much o

| .to do " she sa1d

© Lastprinted 1/4/2007 3:47:00PM -~ o6



L -_Valera who w1ll be a senior Span1sh and pol1t1cal science major at the - |
) ~.University of Flonda this fall moved to Southwest Flonda from the Daytona o
N ; area 1n July ' e R '

-She adnnres f1rst lady Laura Bush and Nat1onal Secunty Advrser

= ‘Condoleezza Rice, along w1th Pres1dent Bush

-"'I would love to shake the1r hands and say thank you She‘ said |

- She hopes Gov. J eb Bush comes too so she can thank h1m for all the help

: ‘he has sent to her hurr1cane tattered communlty

"TN be talklng about (the hurr1cane) a lot when Im up there Valera'sai'd -

o . In her MTV essay, Valera wrote of ch1ldhood memories of when f1ref1ghters B
e from across the country came to the aid of her town when it was surrounded
. by wildfires. She served. them meals; and." "as‘a young girl w1tnessed f1rst

| ‘-hand the awesome sp1r1t of common un1ty and selﬂess generos1ty

e Valera already beat the odds to be a f1na11st More than 1 000 18 to 24 year- o

olds submitted essays. -

~Ttis one more honor to add to her already extensrve llSt of polrtlcal act1v1t1es o

~Valera is state cha1rwoman for the College Republ1cans of Florida and -

- f-vatudents for Bush. After graduatlon she hopes to add a Wh1te House ]ob to
_'her resume. ' : g _ s S o

: ,Parents Denn1s and Reatha Valera are proud of what the1r dau ghter has
, accompl1shed e : : : ,

| _ ivv"She S very pass1onate about her bellefs» and the country," Reatha Valera ‘,
o sard ”When she speaks it comes across ' B Lo

V'Some’ may aSsume Sheri'Valera 5 ‘young activism"is the product of a strong e

E Republrcan upbr1ng1ng, but Reatha Valera said she and her husband were. ‘

S ‘hfelong Democrats until a Pafty SWltCh thls yeaI

.:-.Drd the1r daughter 1nﬂuence them‘7 "That had a small part in it, but that
- wasn't the reason for me, Reatha Valera said, addmg that 1f anythrng she :
pnckled her consc1ous to make the sw1tch : :

‘.Last printed 1/4/2007 __3;47':00 PM "~ . L o e T



| "I d been procrast1nat1ng for a wh11e anyway and not happy with the party .
o ';:that Thad been embrac1ng, : she said. = . : o

: W1n or lose, Reatha Valera w111 accompany Shen to New York as the
L ,delegate S guest ' - :

B "It's just"a Chance of a lifetime," she said. " "
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