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By some est1mates Chlnese travelers spend $75 bllllOIl a year travehng to such o

. Ch1na S ADS llSt

Let's Welcome Chmese Tourlsts

.By J. W Marrlott Jr

. One of the great beneﬁts of Chlna S rap1d econom1c growth over the past decade is a B

o qulckly expandlng ‘miiddle class; And: asin all societies with d1sposable income, the .

embers of that grow1ng mlddle class are beg1nn1ng to explore the world

destinations as Hong Kong, Slngapore Austraha France Germany and Italy - i
,.f:everywhere 1t seems but the Unlted States R g S

- In fact whlle the number of Chlnese travelers has tnpled in the past ﬁve years (to 32

- mlll1on n: 2005) fewer and' fewer are com1ng to. Amer1ca In 2000 some 250,000 Chlnese fy, -
SR v1s1ted our. country; in 2004 Just 200, OOO d1d In other words Chinese travel to-the Unlted* fORTAR I
TR States has been decreas1ng by.5 percent a year at a: t1me when the dollar has been weak R

e mak1ng travel here less expenswe

‘ ':,:”"_"";:-"So why is: the Unlted States such an unpopular dest1nat1on w1th the Chlnese‘? <
It s not All else be1ng equal 1t $ safe to’ say that many more would be ﬂocklng to.our”
- shores, as they did between 1999° and 2000, when Chinese travel to the United States - -
~ jumped 18 percent. But all élse isn't equal Several factors keep Chlnese travelers and L
‘_;_‘._thelr tour1st dollars out of th1s country L : e

E iIt starts w1th what the Chlnese call "Approved Dest1natlon Status "or ADS wh1ch 1s how
the Ch1nese government des1gnates countries: that have comphed with certa1n o
: ’:~,requ1rements to fac1htate group travel to forelgn countrles The Un1ted States 1S not on,

5 ‘,_’;*:Thls has noth1ng to do w1th any geopolltlcal r1valry between our natlons but w1th a L

R combmatlon of unlntended consequences and cultural d1fferences R

| "C':,.;,:_.The ﬁrst 1ssue 1s that after Sept ll the Unlted States tlghtened travel regulat1ons across RE
. the board ‘requiring All visa apphcants to be 1nterv1ewed in person by U.S. consular -

. ofﬁcers The problem is that China covers.a vast. expanse ‘of territory, roughly , .
: 'comparable in size to the United States, and there are. only five U.S. consulate offices i in . o

-~ the entire nation. To demand that Chinese group travelers go hundreds of. miles foran = T
T ,j“1nterv1ew before they even know whether they 11 be granted a visa 1s hugely burdensome.[f»,f*' o L

. To solve th1s problem the Ch1nese want the Un1ted States to create aunique v1s1tor v1sa
‘;f'reserved solely for group appl1cants from Ch1na The Un1ted States understandably, is.




L reluctant to carve out exemptlons for‘ one country. -'In addltlon for all that the Chmese
" have done to llberahze ‘partsiof; the1r economy, we still have. fundamental drfferences s
. when it comes- 10’ ideas of: farmess and free markets: ‘Thé Chinese: ADS program would e
",ﬂrequlre the U S. government to’ grant spec1ﬁc U S travel agents exclus1ve contracts w1th

_ Needless to say, the Umted States cannot g1ve preferent1al treatment to. selected travel'* :
/. companies and grant: them the proﬁts from all mbound Chmese travel busmess It would
L 'vrolate our laws and our most basrc 1deas of farmess ST i

'_S'o'~ are wei at an\impasse,?"

» 5 hope not After all :;the purpose‘of d1plomacy s. to overcome such 1mpasses espe01ally’:i‘ -
~“'when'the mterests of both’ countrres are as clearly aligned as they are here. The United, :
 States, remember 1s suffermg a deep and contmumg trade deficit. Encouragmg mcreased- ‘

travel and tourrsm to th1s country 1s essent1al to brmgmg our trade accounts 1nto balance

Meanwh1le the Chmese are hungry to abso b .S culture They buy our COnsumer .
o ~products and devour our. mov1es musrc and v1deo games Tens of thousands of’ Chmese ”
- come > to- Study in our schools ey L o _

R Durmg the Cold War our govemment subs1d1zed cultural exchange programs between S
U 5 the Un1ted States and Sov1et bloc countries because we belreved exposmg others to our
R way of l1fe would convince. them of the beneﬁts of freedom and democracy That same ™~ - . e
“ispirit should: apply to Chma But we don need 0. subsrdrze such travel we Just need to A
;"»;.,'vlet it happen o SR Sl

hEs The Commerce Department 1s negotratmg w1th the Chmese The State Department

able to create a. solut1on that: ’orks for ll sides..

T he writer"is' chazrman n’\d"chievvf xecutive fjficér;of the hotél firm Marriott International . .~
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