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" General Lennox, Mr. Secretary,

- Governor Pataki, Academy staff and '
faculty, distinguished guests, families, and
- graduates: Thavnk you fer your welcome. |
am espeeially honored to visit this great

~ institution in your bi'centenniel year.




" In every corner of America, thev,word/s_ ‘
 “West Point” commandimmédiaterespect.
This\ place where thé Hudson River bends
s more than a fine institution of learning.
‘The United States Military Academy is the
| \ guardian of values that have shaped the
 soldiers who have shaped the history of the

“world.




A few of you have foIIewed in the path of
the perfect West Pomt graduate Robert E.
| | ‘-_I‘.ee, who never reeeived a si;ngle demerit in
 four yearsl;' some of you followed in the path |
of theimperfectgraduate Ulysses S. Grant |
_'who had hIS fair share of demerlte and sald
'jthe happlest event of hIS Ilfe was “the day I
Ieft WestPomt.—” VWhen ijentto CoIIege,I |

| _*gfues‘s_yOU'd havetosay | was a Grant man.



You walk |n»th'e tradltlon of Elsenhower
MacArthur Patton and Bradley—the | }

commanders who saved a C|V|I|zat|on —and

~ of second Ileutenants’who did the same, by

~ fighting and dying on distant battiefields.




g 'G»r'aduetes of th’ie Academy have o
j brought creahwtyandcourage to every f|eId
| of endeavo.r West Pomt produced the chlef' |
= engmeer of the Panama Canal the mmd |
behind the Manhattan Project ... and the o

1‘_fierSt American to walk in space.




 This fine insfitution gave us the man

they say invented baseball, and other
young men who ovértheyears perfected

" the game of football. GeneralGedrgeC.
Marshall, a‘ VMI graduate, |s said to have
given this order: I want an officer vfof a
 secret and dangerous mission. | want a

 West Point football player.”




- Asyou Ie,a\/e heré»- today, | know théré |s |

- on.e thlng you W|II never mlss”about thls }

B place Belng a plebe But evenv a plebe at
| West Point is made to feel he or she has

some standing in the world.



| am told that plebes, when asked whom
they outrank, are required to answer: “‘Sir, o
“the Superintendent’s dog, the }
| Cibmmandant’.s eat . and aII the Admirals |
B m the whole damh Navy " | dontthlnk 'm
| | _gomg to share that thh the Secretary of the

. Navy



© West Point is guided by tradition, and in
| honor of the “Golden Chlldren of the

Corps | WI|| observe one of the tradltlons

L you cherlsh most As Commander-ln Ch|ef |

] hereby d|rect the Seoretary Of the Army
and the supenntendent of West Point to i
: o re‘rnit all existing oonfinementS and cadet

| pnnishments.



- Every West Point class is commissioned
~ to the Army. Some West Point classes are
also commissioned by history, to take part

- inagreat ne-w,caﬂling fortheiri country.
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Speaklng here to the class of 1942 IS|x
N months after Pearl Harbor - General
Marshallsald: “W,e'are determlned that -
" before the sun sets on thisterriblestruggle, |

1 our flag will bere‘COgnizedthroughout the |
world as a symbol of freedom on one hand,

 and of oVerA'wheImi'lng "powerjon‘ the other.”

on



- Offlcers graduatlng that year heIped to fulfill
‘that mission, defeatlng Japan and |
Germany and reconstructlng those natlons .

| ;as allies.
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West Point gradUates of the 1940s saw the
B r|se ofa deadly new challenge —the , Ll
~' Challenge of |mper|al communlsm and
opposed it from lKorea,to Berlln,to -
\i/lietnam in the Cold War from beginning to B
gend And as the sun set on the|r struggle
many of these West Pomt offloers lived to |

| /} see a world transformed
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~ History has also issued its call to your
generation. In your last year, America was '
~attacked by a rUthlesS' and resourceful
| énemy. You graduate from this Academy in
S ‘a time of war, taking your place inan
- American militéry tha,t is honorable and .
‘ powerful. Our War on terror is only begun,
~ but in Afghanistan it is well begun. | am
- proud of the men andv women who have

fought on my orders.
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America is profoundly grate'vfu‘l for a|I\ Who_' |
~ serve the cause of freedom — and for all
: who have given their lives in'its defense.
This Nétioh respects and trusts our military,
~ and we are confident of your victories to

come.
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~ This war will take many turns we cannot

~ predict. Yevt | am certain of this: Wherever

we carry it, the American flag wil stand not '

- only for power but for freedom. Our -

= Nation’s cause has always been larger than
. our Nation’s defense. We fight, as we

always fight, for a just peace — a peace that

~ favors | human | iberty.




We will defend the peace against threats
- 'frem terrorists anei tyrvart’ts. We will
Dreserve the peace by bunldmg good o
,reIatlons among the great powers And we
_WI|| extend the peace by encouragmg free

a;r;td o‘pen' sometles on ev_ery contment.;
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* Building this just peace is America's

= ~Qpportuni'ty',a»nd America's duty. From’t'his

‘A ~day forward, it is your ch_’a’l'lenge aswell—

- and we will me'e_t' 'th.islz Challe_nvge together.
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~ You will wear the uniform of a great and
‘unique -country.'» Amefica has no empire to

extend or utbpia to establish. We wish for

- others only what we wish for ourselves:
 safety from violence ... the rewards o.f. |

iberty ... and the hope of a better life.

_v19v.



In defending the peacé, we face a threat o
with no precedent. Enemies in the past
- needed great arm'ies ahzd great industrial ;
capabilities td endanger the Afnerican |
people and our friends. The attacks of |
September 11™ required a few hUn_dred
thousand dollars in the hands of a few

dozen evil and deluded men.



~ All of the chaos 'and suffering they caused

- came at much less than the cost ofasﬁiingl_e; -
tank. The dangers have not passed. This

~ government and the American people are

on watch, because we knowth’evterrorvists .

~ have more money,rﬁore men, and more

plans.

Py



N - The gravest danger to freedom lies at
 the perilous crossroads of radicalism and

‘ ) teChnoIogy. With the spread of chemliCaI,v -
biological, andnuclearweapons,along with

i ballistic m_issile technology, even weak

~ states and small groups could gaina '

» ’catastrophic power to strike great nations.

s




| Ourenemies have declared this very |
mtentloh and have been caught in the ;
‘ attempt to carry |t out They seek the |
‘ capablllty to blackmall us, or to harm our -
frtends,, orto.strlkeour people— and we will

\Oppose them withaII our power. .'
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, For much of the last century, Amerlce S
defense reI|ed on the Cold War doctrlnes of '-
deterrenceand Conta;mment.: ln some
cases those str‘ategies’ still apply, but new
~ threats also require new thinking.
Deterrence _ the promise of massive

| reétalia'tion against nat‘ions'— means nothing

| agalnst shadowy terrorlst networks W|th no :

| : natlon or citizens to defend



Containment is not possible when
unb‘alanced‘ dictato'r_s With weapons of mass
destruction can deliver those weapons an.
| miésiles, or secretly provide them to ‘

terrorist allies.

25




| 'VVVie cannot défend America an'd our friends L

‘by hopmg for the best We cannot put our : '
- falth in the word of tyrants Who solemnly
| S|gn no‘n prollferatlon treatlesl and the»n

| _systemlcally break them If wewalt for
-threats’to fuIIy materlallze, we will 'héVé |

»wv:éﬁnited too long.
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| Homeland defense and missile de_fense B
~are part of stronger ‘Se"curity,'»' and essehtial_
 priorities for America. Yet the war on terror

will not be won on the defensive.
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~ We must tak_e the battle te the enemy, |
| ~ disrupt his plans, ah.d confront the worst
o thzreats before they emerge Inthe new |
world we have entered the onIy path to’
5t safety is the path of action. And this Natlon- |

- will act.



| Our security will require the best
~ intelligence, to reveal threats hidden in r

caves and growing in laboratories. Ourr
| security will require medernizingdomestic e
agencres such as the FBI, so they are ‘
prepared to act, and act qwckly, agalnst

'danger"

29




- Our security will require transforming .thJe
~ military you will lead — a military that must
be ready to strike at a moment's notice in
any dark corner of the world. And our
| \security WiII require all Americans to be
fbnNard-Iookingand resolute — to be ready
 for preemptive act_iohwhennécessary to :

| déifend our Iibertya‘nd'our.4Iivels.\7 |
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The work ahead is difficult. The"chioices‘
- we wiI,I face aré complex. We"' must uncover
’ tefror cells in sixty or more countries, using
~ every tool of finance, intelligence, and law '

enforcement. Along with our friends and
allies, we must oppose proliferation and
- confront regimes that sponsor terro/r, ’a;s

‘each case requires.
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Some nations h,eed: military training to figh{
terror, and we wil provide it. Other nations
oppose terror, but tolerate the hatred that
leads to ‘terror - and that must change. We
will send diplomats where they are heeded,* f
andWewiIIsend you, our soldiers, where

you are needed.
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All nations that decide for aggression ‘
and terror will p.ay a price. We will ot
‘leave the safety of America a‘hd t_he peéce
Of the planet at the me\rcy ofé few mad |
- terrorists and tyrahts.' 'We. wiII» lift this dark

vt rom our county and rom the word.

)
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“Because the war on terror will require

~ resolve and patience, it wi|~|'also require firm

| meral purpose. In this way our struggle is
“similar to theCoId War. Now, as then, our
o en?emies' are tOtaIitar"ians | hOI.ding arereed of
power W|th no place for human dlgnlty ‘
| Now as then they seek to lmpose ajoyless o
Conformlty, to control every I|fe and all of

N I|fe
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! _Anjerica confronted imperial communism in
“many different ways’—di’pllomatie, /

economic, and military. Yet moral clarity

B | wa‘s essentiaI te eur'v:‘ictory"in?(h'e Cold War_v o

When Ieaders I|ke John F. Kennedy and
Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the
brutallty of tyrants they gave hope to

prlsoners and d|s3|dents and exiles, and

raII|ed free nations to a great Cause.
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~Some 'worry that it is somehow
undiplomatic or impolite to speak the
~ language of right and wrong. | disagree. e
Different circumstances require different
- methods, but not different moralities. Moral
truth is the same in every culture, in every
time, and in every p‘I‘ac'e. Targeting
innocent civilians for murder is always and

everywhere wrong.



Brutalityagaihst women is always and
| éverywhere wrong. There can be no
neutrality betwéenjustice and cruelty, -
* between the innocent and the guilty. We
' are inaconf\li»ct between good and evil, and
* America will call evil by its name. By
 confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do
~ not create ‘a'»pro‘blem', we reveal 3 problem

— and we will lead the world in opposing it.



 Aswe defend the peace, we also have

| anjhistoricxopportuniity to preserve the

peace. We have our best chance since.'the

ise of the nation-state in the 17" century to
 build a'WOrId where the great powers

compete in peace insvte'.ad of pre_pare? for |

war.



The history of the last century in
particular was -dominated by a series of
destructive national rivalries that left

: ,'batt|efields' and graveyards across the -

earth Germany fought France and the

Axrs fought the Allles and then the East |
fought the West, in proxy wars and tense

| standoffs, against a backdropofnuclear

~Armageddon.
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Compétitidn betweehgreat nations is
inevitable, but armed conflict, in our world, R
Is not. More and more, civilized nations find
ourselves on the,Samef side — united by

- common dangers of terrorist violence and

 chaos.



- America has - and intends to keep —
~ military advantages beyond challenge,
making the destabilizing arms races of
~ other eras pointless, and limiting rivalries to

trade and other pur’suit"‘s'of peace.



o Today the great powers are also
increasingly united by common values,

 instead of divided by conflicting ideologies.



 The United States, Japan vand our Pacific '
friends, and now all of Europe, sharea
“deep commitment to human freedom, |
~ embodied in strong alliances such as :
NATO. And the tide of iibertyis rising :i.n
" many other nations. Generations of West
~ Point officers p‘vlan\ned and praCticed for

~ battles with Soviet Russia. |




~ | have just returned from. a hew Russia, - |
“now a 'c_:ountry reaching toward de"mocﬁ,récy,.v
- and our partner in the Wér against terror. ‘
Even in China. leaders éré discovering that
economic freedom is the only lasting source o
~ of national wealth. In time, they »'wiII find
thatsbcial and political freedom is the only

true source of national greatness.



N | ». Wh en th egfeat powers share common
: lvalues, we are better able to confront
serious regional co»n_flvicts together — beﬁer
~able tocoopératelinpre\}enting the spread
of V,iozle.nce of economic chaos. Inthe past,
v great power rivals took sides in difficult
o “relgional problems, making divisions deeper

‘and more complicated.




‘ | Today, from the Middle East toSouthAsia,' o

we are gatheringbroéd international o

- coalitions to increase the pressure o
peace. We muSt bujld strong, ’gr_eat pdwer |

* relationships when times are good, to help

- manage crisis when times are bad : : |

o Afmerica -needs partners to preserve the -

- peace, and we will work with every nation

~that shares this noble goal.
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| Finallly, Ameri’cat stands for more than
~ the absence bf war. We have a great N
~ opportunity to extend a just peace, by
| & replaéingpoverty, repression, and
resentment around the world With the hope

of a better day.




B ThroUghmost of history,povérty was
_: persiétent, inescapable, and almost
universal. In the last few decades, we I,have
seen nations from Chile to South Korea
~ build modern economies and freer

~ societies, lifting millions oultof despairand
want. There is no mystery to this

achievement.
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" The twentieth century ended with a single
~ surviving model of human progress, based
- on non-negotiable demands of human

- dignity — the rule of law ... limits on the
pdwér of the state ... respect for women ...
- private property ... free speech..; equal

- justice ... and religious tolerance.




~ America cannot impose this vision — yet
S we Cansupportand reWard governments |
| thét make the righf choices for their own ‘ .
people. In our development aid, in our
diplomatic efforts, in our international
br’oadcasting, and in our educational | "
~ assistance, the United States will promote
~ moderation, tolerance, and human rights., F
And we will defend the peace that makes all

progress pO‘ssibIe. S
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When it comes to the common rights
and needs of men and women, there is no
~ clash of civilizations. The requirements 6f
freedom apply in»fuII to‘ Africa, and Latin

~ America, and the entire Islamic world.
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The peoples of Islamic nvations Want and
deserve the same freedoms an_d o
opportuhvities as people in every nation.
And their governments should listen to their
hopes. A truly strong nation will permit . '
Iégal avenues of dissent for all groups that

- pursue their aspirations without violence.
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An advancing nation will pursue economic
~reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial

| e"nergy of Islamic peoples. A thriving hatiVOh; |

o ‘W’ill_’ respect the rights o;f_me;‘e'n, because

.‘ no soCiety Can-proSper while idenyin'g» | S

~ opportunity to half its citizens.



Mothers, fathers, and children across
 the Islamic world share thé fears and

~ aspirations of aIIhumanit;/. In poverty, they
~struggle. In tyranny, ‘they suffer. Andas

we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation 'th‘eky:

“celebrate.
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E ‘America has a greater objective than
:Covntroll’ing th,reats and Containing SR
~ resentment. We will WO'rk-forv'ajust and

| p:éaceful world beyon_d the war. on t_error.
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A 7;‘ The bicentennial class of West Point
~ now enters this drama. With allin the
- United States Army, you will stand between

your fellow citizens and grave danger.
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 You will help establish a peace that allows
millions around the world to live in liberty

~and grow in prosperity. You will face times
.ofzcalm and times of'crieie. | And everytest .
WI|| find you prepared because you are
the men and women cf West Pomt You
Ieave here marked by the character cf this
| academy, ,carrymg W|th you the h|ghest

| |deals of our Natlon
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Toward the end of his life, Dwight

5 Eisenhower recalled the first dayhe stood

' on the 'plalin at West Point. “The feeling
came over' me,” he said, “that the

expression ‘The United States of America’

- would now and henceforth mean something

‘ differenttﬁhah it had ever before. From here |

~ on, it would be the Nation | would be

~serving, not myself.”
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; Today, yeu'r_IaSt day at West Point, you .

begin a life of service, ihacareerunlikeany .

‘, other. You have answered acallingto '

i “hardship and purpose, to risk and honor. At . |
the end of every day you will khow that you
have faithfully done your d'u'ty' May you -

. aIways brlng to that duty the hlgh standards

o of thls great Ameﬂcan |nst|tut|on




o May you aIways be worthy of the Iong gray ‘

',_I|ne that stretches two centurles behmd you.
On behalf of the Natlon | congratulate each |
oh‘e of you for the comm|SS|oh you have_
| earned and the ‘credrt you brmg to the

N Unlted States of Amerlca

Thankyou.
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