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Unrted States Military Academy Commencement :

 June 1, 2002

Draft #19 ‘

.G'eneral Lennox, Mr. SeCretary,

2 Governor Pataki, Academy etaffand B

| faculty; distingui‘shed guests,families, and |
graduates Thank you for your welcome |
'am espeC|aIIy honored to V|S|t this great

institution in your bicentenn’ial' year..




! In every corner of America, the )erds_

- “West Point” command immediate respect.

This place where the Hudson River bends
‘is more than a fine institution of learning.

The United States Military Academy is 'the.

guardian of values that have shaped ~the o

| soldiers who have shaped the history bf fhe

WOrId.




A feW of you have foIIowed in the path of
' the perfect West Pomt graduate Robert E
'Lee, who never’ recelved a smgle demerlt |_n
four years; some of you followed inthe path -

of the imperfeet graduate, Ulzysses S. Grant,

‘who had his fair share of demerits, and said

~ the happiest event of his life was “the day |
left West Point.” When | went to college, |

‘ '»guess‘ you'd have to say | was a Grant man. o




" You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower,
- MacArthur, Patton, and Bradley — the
commanders who saved a civilization \-—.énd'

of secondv Iiéutenahts whd di"d the safne, by -

,fighting and dying on distant battlefields.




Graduates of this Academy have
| ~ brought creativity and courage to every field

~ of endeavor. WestPo‘int produced the chief -
engineer of the Panama Canal ... the mind

behind the Manhattan Project ... andthe | '} | ’

- first American to walk in space.




. | ThIS fine institution gave us the man =

~ they }Say invented baseball, and other
young men who over the years perfected

| the game of football. General George C.
Marshall, a VMI graduate, isAsaid to have

- wgiveln this oyrder':' ‘| want an officer fora
- secret anddéngerous mission. |wanta

West Point football player.”




o ~ Asyou leave here today,lkknow there |s o
one thing you will never miss about this '
~place: Being a plebe. But e\)én aplebeat -

- West Point is made to feel he or she h-‘aé; |

some standing in the world.




‘I'am told that plebes, when asked whom
~ they outrank, are required to iahlswer:' “Sir,
B the Sﬁperintendent’s dog, the ‘ »
Commandant’s cat ... and '_'aII the Admirals B
in the whole défhn Na‘vy.”v | don't think I'm
~ going to share that with the Secretary of the

Nav‘y.




~ West Point is guided by tradition, and in
} honor of the “Golden Children of the
Corps,” | will observv"e one of the traditions
you cherish most. As Commander-in-Chief,
1 hereby grantv amnesty to all cadets who
are on restriction for minor conduct
offenses. And | leave it to General Lennox

to define exactly what minor means.




| Every West Point' class is commissioned .
' | to the Army. ‘Some West Point, cIaSseS are
also commissioned -by history, to take part

| |n a great n‘ew Calling for theircountry.f




 Speaking here to the class of 1942 — six
months affer Pearl Harbor — General
. Marshall said: “We are determined that
before the sun sets on this terrible struggle, |
our flag will be recognized th'r0ughoutthe .
 world as a symbol of freedom on one hand,

| 'a;nd' of overwhelming power on the oth_er."’ o




| Ofﬂcers graduatmg that year helped to fulfill -
that mission, defeatmg Japan and
;- G_ermany, and recon,stru-Ctmg those nations

as allies.
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o West Pomt graduates of the 1940s saw lhe !
nse of a deadly new challenge — the
»' challenge of _|mpenal communism — and |
- opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, te
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to
end. And as the sun ,set on their struggle,
- many of these West POint officers lived to

~ see a world transformed.
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| - History has also issued ts Call’tb your
; generation. In your last year, America was
attacked by a ruthless and resourceful |
enemy. You graduate from this Academy in
“atime of war, taking your place in an
~ American military tha‘t'is honorable and :
powerful. Our war on terror is only begun,
~ butin Afghanistahit s well begun. | am
proud of the ménandwomeh whohave |

fought on my Ofders.' e
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- America is profoundlygrat'efulfo\r all whoA
- serve the Céuse of freedom — and for all
~ who have givén,their lives in its defense.
This Nation respectsa.ndtrusfs our military, ‘
and we are confident of your victories to ‘

,Cc;‘_)me. |
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| Th,is‘ war will take ma»ny turns we\Cannot "
~ predict. ert | am certain of this: Wherever
~ we carry i, _the American flag will stand not
only for powérbut for freedom. Our L
| Nation’s cause has always been larger than
~ our Nation's defense. We fight, as we B
~ always figh't,,for'ajus_t peace — a peace that }

' fé,vo_rs vhumaknllibert‘yv. B




We will 'defend the peace against threats
| from terrorists and "tyrants.' We w‘iII
- preserve the peace by burldrng good B
‘ | reIatlons among the great powers And we
| erI eXtend the peace by encouraging free

and open sometres on every_contrnent'.
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Building this jUst peace isAmeri‘ca's%
opjportunity, and America's duty. | From this
déy forward, it IS your challenge as weI'_I ~

and we will meet this challenge tOgether.
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- You will wear th'e uniform of a great and.
~ unique country. América has no empire to
~ extend or utopia' to establish. We wishf for |
" o‘the,rs only what we wish for ourselves:

safety from violence .. the rewards of

liberty ... and the hope of a better life.

. ”




~ Indefending the peace, we face a threat
wiithnopreceden‘t. Enemies in the past | ‘
~ needed great armies and great industrial
- capabilities to endangerthe American |
~ people énd our friends. The attacks A‘of |
September 11" required a few hundred-
~ thousand dollars in the hands of a few o :

dozen evil and deluded men"'_‘ - |




Al ofv’.th'e Ch‘éos and suffering they caused
came at much less than the cost of a-‘Single -
‘tank. The dangers have not passed. This
~government and the American pec’)ple are |

- on watch, because we kn ow the terrorists
have more money, more men, and more B

‘plans.
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- The gravest danger to freedom lies at
the perilous crossroads of radicalism and .

B technology. With the spread of ChemiCa-I,

‘ b’iblogical, and nuclear weapons, along with

ballistic missile technology, even weak

| - states and small groups could gain a

- catastrophic power to strike great nations.
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g Our enemies have declared this very =
|ntent|on and have been caught seeklng
these terrible weapons They want the

capabtllty to blackmail us, or to harm our -
' friends, orto strike our people — and we will |

- oppose them with all our power.
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- Formuch of the Iastcentu‘ry, America’s
‘ defensé relied on the Cold War doctrines of . i |
~ deterrence and Containme‘nt.( I’nsome .
 cases thoseétrétegies still apply, bUt}n.vew' | T
~threats also requirénewthihking.
| Deterrence — the promise Qf massive
retaliation against nations — means nothing
~ against shadowy teerristnéfWOrks with no

‘nation or citizens to defend.




Containment s not possible when

* unbalanced dictators with weapons of mass

~destruction can deliver those weapons on

missiles, or secretly provide them to L

terrorist allies.



Wie'cahnot defend America and our friends
by hoping for th’é »‘be,sft. We cannot putfour |

faith in the word of tyrants, who solemnly

o _s'ifgn non-prolifer_a’ti'onvtr‘eatifes,'and‘then

- systemically break t{he'm.l..fWewa"itfor, |
threats to fully materialize, we will have

waitedtoolong.
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' ~ Homeland defense and missile defe'nse-
o | aré 'part of strOngersecurity, and essential
- pr'fi'}orities for America. Yet the war on terror-

) wifII not be won on t‘he defensive.
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~ We must take the battle to the enemy,
disrupt his plans, ahd confront the WOrst
threats before they emerge. In the new

- world we have entered, the only path to
safety is the path of actioh.' And_this Nation

- will act.
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~ Our security will require the be'st |
~intelligence, to reveal t'hrea'ts hidden in
caves and growing in laboratories. Our
- seCurity will require modernizing domestic
agencies such as the FBI, so they are .

prepared :to act, and act quickly, against

| dangeh: |
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- Our security will réquire transforming the
military you will lead — a- military that m»USt

* be ready to strike at a moment's notice in
any dark corner ‘of the world. ?‘ And our
security will require all Americans to be
~ forward-looking and resolute — to be ready
for preemptive action when necessary »to

- defend our Iiberty and our lives.
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" The work ahead is difficult. The choices
- we wil face are Cc‘jmpvléx, We must unCdver
terror cells in '*si>"<ty or more countries, using
~every todl of finance, intelligence, and law
| ehfc')rcemen't.AIong with our friends and
alies, we must oppose proliferation and
confront r/egimres that sponéorterror, as

each case requires.
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'Some nations need military training to fight
térror, and -we’ will provide it. j Other nations
“oppose terror, but tbleraté the hatred thét
leads to terror — ,én.vd»that must change. We
} will send diplomats whére» they are heveded
 and We will send you, our soldiers, where

you are needed.




- Allnations that decide for“"'a'ggres'sion
and terror will pay a price. We will not v
. leave 'th'e safety of America and the peace
| of the p‘laln'e't v'a't the mercy of a few mad
terrorists and” tyrants. We will lif this dark

v threat from our country and from the world.
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- Because the war on terror will require
 resolve andpatience,(it will also require firm
moral purpose. In this way our struggle is
similar to the Cold War. Now, as then, our
~ enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of ;Av
power with no blace for h uman dignity.
- Now, as then, they seek to impose a joyless
' - conformity, to control every life and all of

life.



~ America confronted imperial communism in
~ many different ways — diplomatic, '
economic, and military. Yet moral cIarity o
was essentlal to our V|ctory |n the CoId War. |
| When leaders I|ke John F Kennedy and
Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the
| brutallty of tyrants they gave hope to
pnsoners, and dtSS|dents, and eX|Ies, and

- rallied free nations to a great cause.

35



- Some wc’)rry"-that it is somehow
| undiplomatic or impolite to épeak the
| Ianguage of rlght and wrong I disagree.
| Dn"ferent Clrcumstances reqwre dn"fereht
o methods, but not d,vf-fere_:nt_mo;'»ralltles. Moralv |
truth is the same in ’everyc“ulture,in every
~ time, and in every place. T(argeting |
innocent civilians for murder is always and

everywhere wrong.
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Brutality against women'».iél avlways and
everywhere wrong. Ther:e can bé no
| neutrélity between justice and cruelty, |
between the innocent and theﬁguilty. We -
are in a conflict between good and evil, a';n'd e
~America Will_ call evil by its name. By
~ confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do
| 6ot create a oroblem, we reveal a problem

~ éndwe will lead the wc')rld in opposing it.



'As we defend the peace, we aISo have
B an historic opportunityto‘ presérve the .
peace. We have our best chance since the
rise of the nation-state in the 17" century to
build é»world where the  great powers
- compete in peace 'in\fSte}ad df prepére for

38




The h|story of the Iast century in
partrcular was domrnated by a ser|es of -
destructlve national nvalnes that left ‘
battlefields and graveyards across the

| earth Germany fought France and the :
‘ Axrs fought the AII|es and then the East

fought the West, in 'proxy wars and tense
standoffs, against a backdrop of nucIear

Armageddon; -




~ Competition between great nations is
inevitable, but armed conflict, in our world,
is not. More and more, civilized nations find
ourselves on thé same s'ide:— united by
‘common dangers of terrorist violence and

chaos.




" America has — and intends to keep —
 military strengths beyond challenge, making
the destabilizing arms races of other eras
" pointless, and limiting rivalries to trade and

~ other pursuits of peace. |



~ Today the great powers are also
increasingly united by common values,

~instead of di\/ided by con'fli'c-tin_;,g ideoloQies: |
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- The United States, Japan and our Pacific -
friends, and now all of Europe, share a

- deep commitment to human freedom, »‘
- embodied in strongallian,ces such as "
NATO. And the tide of liberty is rising in
many other nations. Generations of West
Point officers planned and practiced for

bdttIeSWith Soviet RuSSia.,
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I 'have just retu‘rhed‘i from 'a‘ ne:w' Russia,
now a country reaching toward democracy,
~and our partner\in the war ag‘ai.ns“t-terro'r.
~ Evenin China, leaders are discovering that
- “economic freedom is the only lasting source
~ of national wealth.lntime,théy will find
that social and political freedom ié the 'ohly |

- true source of national greatness.




When the great powers e'hare comrhon

values, we are better able to foonfront -

serlous regronal conﬂ‘lots together — better
'able to cooperate in preventlng the spread
| of V|olenoe or economic chaos. In the past,

| great powerrrvals took srdes‘ in drfﬂoult

| reglonal problems, makrng dtvrsvlons deeper '

- and more complicated.
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.-Today from the Mlddle East to South AS|a - |
| | we are gathermg broad |nternat|onal

| o‘oalltlons to morease the pressure for

| peaoe | We must bu|Id strong great power
reIatlonshlp‘s when t|mes are good to help |
manage crisis whentlmes are bad.
Amerioa needs partners to preserve the
peace, and we will work with every nation i

that shares this noble goal. |
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} - Finally, America stands for more than
the absence of war. ,We_ have a great
opportunity 'to extend a just peace, by L
~ replacing povei’ty,'repression,and |
resentment around the world with the hope

~ of abetter day.
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Through most of history, poverty was

~ persistent, inescapable, and almost

~universal. In the last few decades, we have

sjf'eennatio'ns from Chile \to SoUth_ KOrea | |

“build modern economies and freer

 societies, lifting millions out of despair and

~ want.. There is no mystery to this

“achievement.
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The twentieth century ended with a single '
surviving model of hUman progress, based
on non-negotiable demands ofh,uman |

dignity — the rule of jaw ... limits on the
, power .of the state . respect for women ...
private préperty . free speech ... equal - |

justice ... and religious tolerance.




Amenca cannot |mpose th|s V|S|on —yet

| we can support and reward governments

| _',gthat make the nght ch0|ces forthelr own |

people. In our development a|d, in our o

~diplomatic efforts, in our international

 broadcast ng, and in our educational

| assistanoe ‘ the ‘.UnitedStates will promote
moderatlon toIerance and human nghts |

“ And We will defend the peace that makesaII

| progress possrble.




- Wh,en it comeS:_to thecom‘monrights L
and needs of menandWomen, there is ‘n'o' :
" clash of civilizations. The requirements of
 freedom apply in full to Africa, and Latin

 America, and the entire Islamic world.
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" The peoples of Islamic nations want and
~ deserve the sa‘me freedomS-and
» opportunltles és people in every natlon
And their governments .should Ilsten to thelr
hppes. A truly strong natlon w|IvI p’ermlfc
legal avenues Of diss‘ent.for all groups that

pUr5ue.the'ir \aspirations w‘,i'th'orut violence.




~An advancing nation will pursue economic
reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial
energy of its people. A thriving nation will
- respect the rights of wom‘en,' because no
- society can prosper while denying

| | QPP—OFfUﬂity to,’ half its c’itizens’.- |
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 Mothers, fathers, and children across
'  the Islamic world, 'ahd éllit’hé world, share
“the same fears and aspirations. In poverty,
~they struggle. In tyranny, they suffer. And o
as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they

celebrate.




- America has a-greater Objec_tive than
 controlling threats and containing -
,lreﬂ‘se'ntmevnt. We will work fOr?_ajust and

e péaceful world beyOn»dthe. war'ori terroh
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: The bic’ent_enn'ia'lr class of West Point
| how enters this' drama. With al,l in the |
United States Army, you will stand between

- your fellow citizens and grave danger.
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~ You wiI.Ihe\Ip establish a peace tha.t"allow's *
millions around the world to five in liberty
| andgfowi‘n prosperity. You Wil‘l face times. N
- of calm, and times of crisis. And every t’est‘ |
will find you prepared — because you are
~ the men and women of West Point. You
' leave h»ere marked by the character of this ‘

~academy, carrying with you the highest

"~ ideals of our Nation.
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i ' Toward the end of his life. Dwight
EtSenhoWer recalled the first day he Stood |
on the plaln at West Pomt “The feellng 'v
came over me ) he said, “that the
~ expression ‘The Unlted States of America’
- would "now and henceforth m‘ean something
~ different than ithad ever before. From here
| oh,it would be the Nation | would be ‘

serving, not myself.”



Today your Iast day at West Pomt you
,'vbegln a life of service, in a career unlike any
other You have answered a callrng to .

: hardshlp and purpose to rlskand honor. At
| the end of every day you W|It know that you e
‘ have fa|thfuIIy done your dutyw May you

always brlng to that duty the hlgh standards

. of thls great Amerlcan |nst|tut|on




. May you aIways be worthy of the Iong gray
'I|ne that stretches two centurles behlnd you.
i On behaIf of the Natlon | congratulate each |

I one of you for the comm|53|on you haye o
- earned and the credlt youﬂbrmg tothe

| Uniited States ofAmerica.j -

Thank you.
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