THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
f’/?o O/Q
United States Military Academy Commencement '

June 1, 2002
Draft #19

~ General Lennox, Mr. Secretary,

' ~ MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
Governor PatakiAAcademy staff and

'faculty, distinguished guests, fa‘milies;‘ and S |
| ’ A T
graduates: Thank you for your welcome. | :

‘am especially honored to visit this great

institution in your bicentennial year.
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» In every corner of America, thewOrcis
“West Point” command immediate respect. )(

This place/where the Hudson River bends,

[~

| is;more than a fine institution of Iearning//

The United States M|I|tary Academy is the
7 guardlan of vaIues that have shaped the -

——-

m

soldlers who have shaged the hlstory of the
world

v
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A few of X u have followed in the path of |

__the perfect West Point graduate Robert E.

‘———“

Lee who never recelved a single dement in

| ,four yearsisome of you followed in the path

o Otzthe imperfectgraduate,UIysses S.Grant, =

whohad his fair share ofde‘rherits | and said

m

the happlest event of his ||fe was “the day |

M Ccl/f-c ‘M
Ieft West Pomt / ')Q 3 ge’l

: gugess you 'd have to say | was a Grant man.

¥ a0 oo om & A'“i%j ‘:»;é,£« wﬂ %ﬁ mmﬁﬁﬁg



. You walk in the traditien of EisenhoWer, :

—_

_MacArthur Patton, and Bradley—the Y st

commanders who saved a C|V|I|zat|on —and g

<

.of second I|eutenants who d|d the same, by

‘-_‘

flghtlng and dymg on dlstant battleﬂelds




Graduates of thls Academy have ENO

brought creatrvrty and courage to eveu field |

RS,

of endeavor/ West Pornt produced the chief

-N

. engineer ofthe Panama Canal . the mind -

A

- behlnd the Manhattan PrOJect and the

flrst American to waIk In space

. Bush Handwriting



o This fine institution gave us the man

they say invented’baseball,'and other -
'young men who over the years perfected v .
- the game of football./ Gene»ravl George C. -
Marshall, aVMI graduate, is said to héve |

- given this order[:// “I want an.'offi‘cer for a

secret and dangerous mission.’/l want a

T e e oy

| West Point football Elazer."" |
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o

As you leave here today, | know there is

~ one thingyouWiII neverf'miss about this

pla‘ce: Being aﬁplebe. 'BUt even a plebe at

West Pomt IS made to feeI he or she has

some standlng in the worId.




I am told that plebes, when asked whom

“—————

i they outrank, are required to answer. “Sir,
: —_———- I :

the Supenntendent S dog the
Commandant s cat . and all the Admrrals
| in the whele damn Navy " I dontthlnk | m ’
- ,» gorng to share that wrth the Secretary of the

Navy




-

* West Point is guided by tradition, and in

honor of the “Golden Children of the

c:orps,’/I will observe one of the traditions

“you cherish most./ As -Commander‘-in-Chief,‘

m

| hereby grant amnesty to all cadets who

-are on restriction for minor conduct

offenses.lAnd | leave it to General Lennox

to de‘fine exactly what minor means. B
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( VM{&/

Every West Point class is commrssmned

ArmeD ForcEs |
to the ﬁn-m-f{ Some West Pomt classes are
el A
also commlssroned by hlstory, to take part

—‘ _— -_-—-—

n_a great new calling for therr;country.-




Speaklng here to the class of 1942 ~ SIX

months after Pearl Harbor — General
- : __—-—-————

M‘_arshall said: "We are determlned that

before the sun sets on this terrible struggle,

odrv flag will be recognized threugheut the

‘world as a symbol of freedom on one hand,

and of overwhelming power on the other.”




Officers graduating that year helped to fulfil )

i
i

that mission, defeating Japan and

Germany, and reconstructing those nations

R SRR RN S ————"

as allies.
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West Pbint graduates of the 1940s saw the

rise of a deadly new challenge — the

challenge of imperial communism —and
e |

~ opposed it from Korea to Berlln to ,
N

Vletnam in the Cold War from beglnnlng to

1d And as the sun set on thelr struggle

m@ny of tha&@, WestPomt ofﬁcers livedto

see a world transformed.




€ |
(pwsl (f/“./
History | has also |ssued its call to your ?

| generation.llnyourlast year, America was

attacked by a ruthless and resourceful

| erltém | You graduate-from this Ac*a'demy in

a tlme of war, taklng your place in an |

_ﬂ—— : M )

| Amerlcan m|I|tary that is honorable and

g powerful l(Our war on terror is onIy begun{l
| )( but in Afghanlstan |t is weII begun | am
| |proud of the men and women who have

fought on my orders.




America is profoundly grateful for all who

serve the cause of freedom — and for all

who have given their lives in its defense. /

This Nation respects and trusts our military,

and we are confident of your victories to
come.
——




~ This war will take mWnot
predict./YetIam Certain of this: Wherever

| X we carry it, the American flag will stand not

K(only for power but for freedomwQur "

Nation’s cause has always been larger than

our Nation’s defense.

We fight, as we

*a'IWays :fight, for a just peﬂéce' - a Vpea'ce that

‘favors human liberty.




~ We will defend the peace against threats

- from terrorists and tyrants.‘ We will

preserve the peace by building good

relations among_ the great powers.l And we

‘will extend the peace by encouraging free

~and open societies on every continent.

M
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| ? 'Building this jUst peace isAmerica"s; |
opportunlty and Amerlcas duty[ From this
N

day forward it is your challenge as weII -

and we will _meet thls challenge to ether




| You wil wear the uniform of a g‘reatand .

~unique country.’America has no empire to

extend or utopia to establishl We wish for

others only what we wish for ourselves:

|

-safety from violence .. the rewards of

I|berty and the hope of a better life.




~In defending the peace, we face a tHre_a‘t

| withno\precedent[ Enemies in the past
needed great armies and great industrial

~ capabilities to endanger the American

L

- ;p’e“ople and ourfriends.{Theattacks of -

| ’Séptember 11" required a féw hundred

théus’and dollars 'in\ the.handS'VOfa‘,few
| dozen eV|I and deluded men

2 O Preservation Copy — Geerge W Bush Hasduriting

o



All of the chaos and suffering they Caused'

came at much less than the 00st of_a single‘ |

tank (The dangers have not passed Th|s
w
f'government and the Amerlcan people are

| on,watch,} because we know the terrorists

LR R

have more money, more men, and more

plans.
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(th/

The gravest danger to freedom Iles at
‘ ————E—

the pen-lous crossroads of radlcallsm and

M m

technology ( With the spread of chem|cal

| blologlcal and nuclear weapons anng W|th
-—-__""-

t P

balllstic m'issile technology, even weak
states and small groups could gaina

Cata‘stroph'ic power to strike :r_ 'ons’. N
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Our enemies have declared this very

intention, énd‘ have been c seeking

i

thése ( They want the

cabability to blackmail us, or to harm our

i
R R
m

f’rie@nds, or to strike our people — and we will

Y power.

*
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, Fo’r‘much-of-the last Centhy, Ameriéa,s '

| ‘defense relied on the Cold War doctrines of

“deterrence and containmentl In some

. ~ cases those strategies stillapply,but new
threats also require newthinking.( R
Deterrence — the promise ofm'assi'Vef‘ |

retallatlon against natlons — means nothlng

agamst shadowy terrorlst networks W|t vne
. _———_—-—— ‘ SR

natlon or citizens to defend

24
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Cntainmentis not poss‘ib"le' when

unﬁba\la‘nced dictators withfweapons of mass

destructlon can dellver those weapons on
_—

mlssnes or secretly prowde them to
.-— T Y,

terrOrist allies.
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We cannot defend America and our friends

by rh'oping for the best./ We cannot put our

faith in the word of tyrants, who solemnly

L | Sign non-prOIiferation treaties, and then

systemlcally break them./ If we wait for
W A

threats to fully matenahze, we will have

~ waited too long.

26 prurnton
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Homeland defense and missile defense

are part of stronger security, and essential

priorities for America. tY et the war on terror
R . _

‘will not be won on the defensive.

£
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We must take the battIe to the enemy, |

| dlsrupt hIS pIans and confront the worst
——_— | —m

) th{reats before theyemerge{ In the new

world we have entered the onIy path to

——-_

Y | 'safety is the path of actlon { And this Natlon

W|§II act.




Our securlty WI|| reqwre the best

L

mtelhgence to reveal threats hidden in
| R ] « .

caves and growmg in Iaboratorles Our

securlty will reqwre modernlzmg domestlc
. “ - a

‘agencies such as the FBI,so they are

prepared to act, and act quickly, against
danger. |
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~ Our sect_jrity Wi’II req‘uire‘ tfa,nSforming thé |

miilitary you will Iead —a military that must

”

| be ready to strike at a moment’s notice in

| any dark corner of the worId/And our
ﬂ—- T, —

———
| ——

Securlty WI|| require all Americans to be

forward-looklng and resolute — to be ready

i - — —_ o
for preemptive action when necessary to

R
i ﬂ . .

defend our liberty and our lives.
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The work ahead is difficult,/ The choices

we will face are Complex.( We mu‘st»uncover
e e AR

terror cells in sixty or more countries, using
“ , ] .

every tool of finance, mtelhgence and law
.—— -——n _ L.

en‘;forcement. lAIongwnh our friends and

R

~ allies, we must oppose proliferation and

confront regimes that sponsor terror, as
m .

each case reg uires.




Some nations need military training to fight

terror, and we will provide it.[ Other nations

- S T _
opp‘ose terror, but tolerate the hatred that
R T R

| Ieads to terror — and that must change/ We
' m

will send diplomats where they are needed,

and we will send you, our soldiers, where:

- you are needed.
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nd terror will pay a prlce We will not
-—-_M ——l“

' eave the safety of America and the peace

All natlons that deC|de foraggressmn
C‘

| of§ the planet at the mercy of a few mad

~L terrorists andtyrants./ We will lift this dark

- threat from our country and orld-. .

33




~ Because the war on terror will require

resolve and patience, it will also require firm
e ‘ -____—-—

moral purpose.( In this way our struggle is
E————

similar to the Cold War.l Now, as t'hen, our

R

| _-eri’emieé are totalitarians, holding a creed of
power with no place for human dignity_/

Now, as“then, they seek to impose a joyless

conformity, to control every life and all of

ife.

-

3 1 PTReerva
]
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- America confronted imperial communism in

| menydifferent ways — diplomatic,

Yet moral clarity

economic, and military
gl | i

' ‘_.(was essential to our victory in the Cold ar.{ |

| When Ieaders like John F. Kennedy andl

Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the
m

brutallty of tyrants they gave hope to

I SRS AT, :
prlgsoners, and d|SS|dents, and exﬂes, and

rallied free nations to a great cause.
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|
Some worry that it is somehc!)w
|

R PR

undlplomatlc or |mpoI|te to spea’k the

. Ianguage of rlght and wrongl d sagree ‘l

"'-—-."_-
leferent Clrcumstances requ|re dlfferent
t

methods but not dlfferentmortles \ Moral

_

truth is the same In every Culture in ev

»—- -— -“—l _

—

t

time, and in every place.lTargeting |
i .”- |

. | v ' l

mnocent civilians for murder is always and

everywh-ere wrong.

RS '

|
t
|
\
l
B
t
l
t
t
\
1] |
t
t
|
1
l
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|
|
t
, |
| Brutalrty against women is always and
d_—-— -———

|
everywhere wrong. There can be no
_____————_ | t‘
neutraIrty between Justrce and cr] uelty,

ibetween the innocent and the gurlty/ We
S S :

are in a conflict between good artd evil,ahd
| S P A O V) .
| B
- America will call evil by its name. By
W

confrontrng eV|I and lawless regl nes we d do

| X not create a problem we reveaI a problem

.

‘( - and we W|II Iead the worldmopposrng it.

(/ch}
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1

| As we defend the peace, we also have

l
i
5
|

| an h|stor|C opportunlty to preServe the
: : : ___._.———- - m

peace.\We have our best Chancje since the

'F‘"‘ |

rise of the natlon state in the 1 7century to

’

bund a world where the great poWerS

.
Compete in peace mstead of prepare for
_ ﬂ— | A N SR,
war. |

-——
|




N The hlstory of the Iast Century in

partloular was domlnated by aserles of

destruotlve natlonal rlvalrles that left
w 1

battlefields and graveyards across the
earth lGermany fought Frahoe and the
AXIS fought the Allies, and theh the East

fought the West in proxy wars and tense |

_.-_‘- | ORI
standoffs, against a baokdroE of nuclear
Armageddon. |




~ Competition between great nations s

inevitable, but armed conflict, in our world,

“is'not. [More and more, civilized nations find

~ourselves on the same side — united by

common dangers of terrorist violence and

~ 4() Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Handwriting



America has — andit keep -

B

miﬁilitary strengths 'be‘yo'nd challenge, making

the destabilizing arms races of other eras

O A P ey RN R

e T

other pursuits of peace.

~ pointless, and limiting rivalries to trade and

41
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" Today the great powers are also
increasingly united by common values,

~ instead of divided (. ideologies.
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ﬁTﬁe United States, Japan and our Pacific

friends, and now all of Europe, share a

m%

deep commitment to human freedom

~ embodied in strong alliances such as

NATO. IAnd the tide of liberty is rising in

many other nations.l Generations of West

P'oiint officers pl,an'ned and practiced for

IR D
GRS

battles with Soviet RUssia." |




| have just returned from a new Russia,

now a country reaching toward democracy,
and our partner in the war against or.([ |

Even in China, leaders are discovering that
economic freedom is the only lasting source

of%national wealth.| In 'tim’e; they will find -

'thét social and political freedomis_»the_ w

true source of national greatness.-
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When the great powers share common

values, we are better able to confront

serious regional'cohflicts to ether — better

able to cooperate in preventing the spread

of violence or economic chaos{ In the past,
| ; v R .

great power rivals took sides in difficult

regional problems, making divisions deeper

and more complicated.
} L e T ,
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‘ Today, from the Middle Easf AtOSQuth)A;si‘a,

we ’are gathering broad international .
coaltons fo for
pf_g_c_i_?_-lWe must build strong, great power

- _re'jlatiOnships when times are good, to help

‘manage crisis when times are bad.(

America needs partners to preserve the

LY

| peace, and we will work with every nation

gEEm,, R ————— IR

| that shares this noble goal. .
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N Finally, America stands for more than

the absence ’ofwar( We have a great

opportunityto extend a just peace, by

-replacmg poverty, repreSSIon “and

resentment around the world with the hope
h—.—-—l\ _——————- : -—-m.

of a better day.

w




| ‘; Through most of 'history poverty was

!-_-

perSIstent inescapable, and almost

—_

umversal. In the last few decades, we have

|

. seen nations from Chile to South Korea

buiild modern economies and freer

some’ues lifting millions out of despalr and
want l There is no mystery to thls

acghlevement.
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The twentieth century ended with a single

suirviVing model of human progress, based
on non-negotiable demands of human
d‘iQnity _ the rule of law ... limits onthe
power of the state ... respect for women ...

private property ... free speech ... equal

justice ... and religious tolerance.
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~ America cannot impose this vision — yet

~ we can support and reward governments

that make the right choices for their own

| peoEIe( In our development aid, in our

~ diplomatic efforts, in our international

~ broadcasting, and in our educational

i
n .

assistance, the United States will promote
‘moderation, tolerance, and human rights. 1

| And we will defend the . all

- progress possible. .
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~ When it comes to .o hts

——

and needs of men and women, there is no

clash of civilizations.l The-requiremen,ts of

| vfréedom apply in fu'II to Africa, and Latin

R,
|

America, and the entire Islamic world.




The peoples of Islamic nations want d |
déServe the same freedoms and
opportunities as people in every nation. /
- K fAnd their .go'vernmnt should listen to their
hopes.( A truly strong nation wiII' permit
B Iegal avenues of dissent for all groups that

pursue their aspirations without violence.
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- An advancing nation will pursue economic
reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial
energy of its people.l A thriving nation will

respect the rights of women, because_po,

| sci can prosper whilevidenyi»ng

opportunity to half its citizens.

-  "   53
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~ the Islamic world, and aII 'thé""‘wo»rld; share

-the same fears and aspirations.

~ Mothers, fathers, and children across

SN

théy struggle/ In tyranny, they suﬁer/ And

R S S

celebrate.

54 - Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Hay
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ﬂ America has a greater obj‘ecti’ve'thah

controlling threats and containing

)

resentment.lWe will work for a just and
peaceful world beyond the war on terror.

| I,

: .:'._, eaige W. m’ﬁanﬁWﬁﬁﬂg




| The bicentennial class of West Point
" now enters this drama| With all in the

‘United States Army, you will stand between

your fellow citizens and grave danger.
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You will help establish a peace that allows

AT TN
g™

millions around the world to live in liberty

and grow in prosperity. / You will face times

And every test

of;calm, and times of crisis.

will find you prepared — because you are

)

~ the men and women of West Point/ You
QS S S —

| Ieéve here mérked by the character of this

academy, carrying with you the highest

'_ ﬁdeals of our Nation.

. i £ ot R Reaehy Handwitl
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Toward the end of h|s I|fe DW|ght
E|senhower recalled the f|rst day he stood
on the plain at West Point. I‘Thefeelmg
“came over me,” he said, “that the '
“expression ‘The United States of America

: wduld now and henceforth mean something

different than it had ever before, From here

on, it would be the would be

serving, not myself.

p




Today, your last day at West Point, i/ou |

. ,

begin a life of service, in a career unlike any

| other.\You have'answered a calling to
. hardshlp and purpose to r|sk and honor. (At
m m

the end of every day you will know that you

ha',ve‘faithfully done yourduty.l May ‘you |

m

always bring to that duty the hlgh standards

of thls great Amerlcanlnstltutlon




May you always be worthy of the long g}ay |

Iin‘e that stretches two centUr-'ies behind yeu.

On behaloftheNatlon | congratulateeach

on of xou for the comm|SS|on you have

earned and the credltyou bhngtothe |

United States of America

- Thank you.
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