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h Unlted States Military Academy Commencement
~June 1, 2002 . , B | o
Draft #14#16 | | o | | |

~ General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki Academy staffand |
faculty, distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your
welcome. | am especially honored to visit this great lnstltutlon in your
b|centenn|aI year. :

In every corner of America, the words “West Point” command
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than
a fine institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the
guardian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the
history of the world. :

A few of you follewhave followed in the path of the perfect West Point [ :
graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years;
some of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. |
 Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest eventof

his hfe was “the day | left West Point.” When | graduated-fromwentto |
, college 1 guess you'd have to say | was a Grant man. | -

~ You walk i in the tradltlon of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and
Bradley — the commanders who saved a civilization — and of second L
Ileutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields.

, Graduates of this Academy have brought creatlwty and courage to
every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the

- Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan PrOJect . and the first :

manAmencan to walk in space. S IR

B Th|s fine lnstltutlon gave us the man they say invented baseball, and
other young men who over the years perfected the game of football.
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this
order ‘I havewant an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. Send
| mel want want a West Pomt footbaII player.” '

o As you leave here today, | know there is one thing you will never miss
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to
feel he or she has some standing in the world. ¥ml am told that plebes, |



whén asked whom they outrank, are required to answer: “Sir, the
Superintendent’s dog, the Commandant’s.cat ... and all the Admirals in the
whole damn Navy.” [ don't think | m going to share thatene with the

o Secretary of the Navy.

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the “Golden
Children of the Corps,” | will observe one of the traditions you cherish most.
As Commander-in-Chief, | hereby direct the Secretary of the Army and the
superintendent of West Point to remit all existing conﬂnements and cadet
punlshments

. . . )

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West
Point classes are also commissioned by history, to take partin a great new
calllng for thelr country S

Speaklng here'to_ the class of 1942 — six months after Pearl Harbor —
General Marshall said: “We are determined that before the sun sets on this
terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other.”
Officers graduatlng that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point

~ graduates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge — the

~challenge of imperial communism — and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to.

Vletnam in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun seton
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see aworld -
transformed.

- History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year,
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate
from this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American -

-" mllltary that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but
in Afghanlstan it is well begun. | am proud of the men and women who
have fought on my orders. .America is profoundly grateful for all who serve
the cause of freedom — and for all who have given their lives in its defense.
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your
VIctorles to come. .

Thns war will take rnany turns we cannot predict. Yet | am certain of

~ this:' Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power
but for freedom. Our Nation’s cause has always been larger than our
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Nation’s defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace — a peace
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from
terrorrsts and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good
relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by -
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. ,

- Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and Amenca s duty.
From this day forward, it is your challenge as well — and we will meet this
challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique

- country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish

for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from vrolence . the
rewards of I|berty . and the hope of a better life. ‘

In defendrng the peace we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September
11 required a little over 300,000 dollars in the hands of a few dozen evil
and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at
much less than the cost ofless-than a single tank.. The dangers have not
passed. This government and the American people are on watch, because
we know the terrorists have more money, more men, -and more pIans

o The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of -
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and
nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states

-and'small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations.

Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught in

~ the attempt to carry it out. They seek the capablllty to blackmail us, or to

harm our friends, or to strlke our people — and we will oppose them with all
our power

- For much of the last century, America’s defense relled on the Cold
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence
— the promise of massive retaliation against nations — means nothing
'against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend.
Containment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends
by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who
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,sotemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them.
If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long.

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger securlty,
' yetand essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won |
on'the defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans,
and confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we

have entered, the onIy path to safety is the path of action. And this Natlon o

| will act.

Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveaI threats hidden
in caves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act
qunckly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military
you will lead — a military that must be ready to strike at a moment’s notice
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans
to be forward-looking and resolute — to be ready for preemptive action
’ when necessary to defend our liberty and our I|ves ; |

j‘ The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex.
We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and
- allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the
hatred that leads to terror — and that must change. We will send diplomats
where they are needed, and we will send you, our soId|ers where you are
'needed :
All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We
will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the -
mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from
our, country and from the worId R

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patlence it will

' also require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the
Cold War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose
~ ajoyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted
tmperlal communism in many dlfferent ways diplomatic, economic, and
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military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War.
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss
over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents,
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause.

Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the

language of right and wrong. 1.disagree. Different circumstances require
- different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in -
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against
~ women is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are
in a‘conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name.
By confro'ntingvevil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we
reveal a problem — and we will lead the world in opposing it.
| As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to

preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation-
state in the 17" century to build a world where the great powers compete in
peace mstead of prepare for war. ‘ .

- The hlstory of the last century in particular was dominated by a series
- of destructlve national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across
the earth Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then
‘the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a

. backdrop of nuclear Armageddon

Compet|t|on between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in
our world is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the
same side — united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos.
America has — and intends to keep — military advantages beyond
challenge making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pomtless and
Ilmltlng rivalries to trade and other purswts of peace. :
“ Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common
| vaIues instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, -
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as
NATO. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia.



| have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward
democracy, and our partner-in the war against terror. Even in China,
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and polltlcal freedomis

~ the only true source of national greatness.

When the great powers share common values, we are better able to
~confront serious regional conflicts together — better able to cooperate in
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great -

- power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia,
~ we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are
good to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners
~to preserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this

' noble goal. \ .

, Fmally, weAmerlca stands for more than the absence of war. We
have a great opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty,
repress,lon and resentment around the world with the hope of a better day.

: J; Through most of history, poverty was persistent, mescapable and
almost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile -
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions
out of despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress,
based on non- negotiable demands of human dignity — the rule of law ..
limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property .
free speech . equal justice .. and religious'tolerance o

Amerrca cannot impose this vision — yet we can encouragesupport
and reward governments that make the right choices for their own people.
In our development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international
broadcasting, and in our educational assistance, the United States will
promote moderation, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the
» peace that makes all progress possible.

When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women,
' there is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full
to Afnca and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world.lslamic-culture



The peoples ofthe Islamic werldnatlons want and deserve the same
freedoms and opportunities of people througheut-the-world-in every nation.

And their governments should listen to their hopes. A truly strong nation
will, permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that pursue their
aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue economic
reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of Islamic peoples. A
thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can
prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens.

| Mothers, fathers, and chlldren across the Islamic world share the
fears and aspirations of all humanity. In povertv they struggle. In tyranny,
thev suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation thev celebrate

Amerlca has a greater objective than controlling threats and o
contalnlng resentment. -‘We will work for a Just and peaceful world beyond
the war on terror. :

. The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and
grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around
the 'world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of
calﬁn, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared — because
you are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the
" character of this academy, carrying with you the highest |dea|s of our
Nation.

' Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the flrst day
he stood on the plain at West Point. “The feeling came over me,” he said,
that the expression ‘The United States of America’ would now and
hen.ceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here
on, it would be the Nation | would be serving, not myself.”

- Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and
purpose to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will- know that you




| have falthfully done your duty May you always brlng to that duty the high
~ standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of -

: the long gray line that stretches two.centuries behind you. On behalf of the - - _
Nation, | congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned o
. and the credlt you brmg to the Unlted States of Amerlca :

i

j ~ Thank you
o Drafted by: Mike Gerson, John G/bson Matthew Scully and. John McConneIl
Office of Speechwriting

Office: 202/456—0168 202/456—9378 Cel/l (b)( ) l(Gerson)
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Draft #15 ERREE Vol"v

| General Lennox, Mr. Secretary,FAcademy staff and faculty,
distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your welcome.
| am especially honored to visit this great institution in your bicentennial
year

o n every corner of America, the words “West Point” command
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than
a fine institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the .
guard|an of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the
h|story of the world.

- Afew of you have foIIowed in the path of the perfect West Point:
graduate Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years;
“some of you foIIowed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S.:
Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of ..
his life was “the day | left West Point.” When | went to coIlege | guess
you'd have to say | was a Grant man.

| You walk in the trad|t|on of Elsenhower MacArthur, Patton, and
Bradley — the commanders who saved a civilization — and of second
’I|eutenants who did the same, by f|ght|ng and dy|ng on distant battIefleIds

_ Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to '
every field of endeavor. ‘West Point produced the chief engineer of the -
Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan PrOJect . and the first
Amencan to waIk in space. -

; Th|s f|ne |nst|tut|on gave us the man they say invented baseball, and
other young men who over the years perfected the game of football.
- General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this
- order: ‘I want’gﬁ—eﬁlcer for a secret and dangerous mission. | want a West
P0|nt football player.” n S ' ,

As you Ieave here today, | know there is one thing you will never miss
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to
feeI he or she has some standing in the world. I;xh told that pIebes when

T om
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"asked whom they outrank, are required to answer “Sir, the

, Supenntendent s dog, the Commandant’s cat ... and all the Admirals in the
whole damn Navy.” | don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary
of the Navy.

- West Pomt is gunded by tradltron and in honor of the “Golden
'Chlldren of the Corps,” | will observe one of the traditions you cherish most:
As Commander-ln Chief, | hereby direct the Secretary of the Army and the
- superintendent of West Point to remit all existing confinements and cadet

punlshments : » :

Every West Ponnt class is commnssmned to the. Army Some West
Point classes are also commlssmned by history, to take part ina great new
' caIIrng for their country

Speaklng here to the class of 1942 - siX months after Pearl Harbor -

' -General Marshall said:/ “We are determined that before the sun sets on this

~ terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a
~ symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other.”
Officers graduating that year heIped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan:
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point
graduates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge — the -
- challenge of imperial communism — and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to

" Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on

their struggle, many of these West Point offlcers lived to see a world
transformed -

, Hlstory has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year

‘ Amerlca was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy.. You graduate
from this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American
mllltary that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun but
~in Afghanistan it is well begun. | am proud of the' men and women who
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve
the cause of freedom — and for all who have given their lives in its defense.
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your
vrctorles to come. :

this
but

Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power

This war will take many turns we cannot predlct Yet | am certain of
lor freedom. Our Nation’s cause has always been larger than our

2



Nation’s defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good
relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by

- encouraging free and open societies on every continent.

Bu1ld|ng th|s jUSt peace is Amenca S opportunlty, and Amenca S duty
From this day forward, it is your challenge as well — and we will meet this

) challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique

country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish

'_ for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from vnolence .the

rewards of I|berty . and the hope of a better life.

-~ In defending the peace, ‘we face a threat with no precedent Enemies
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September
11™ required a little over 300,000 dollars in the hands of a few dozen evil
and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at
much less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed.

- This government and the American people are on watch, because we know

the terrorlsts have more money, more men, and more plans.

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the penlous crossroads of
radlcal|sm and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and
nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations.
Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught in
the lattempt to carry it out. They seek the capability to blackmail us, or to

'harm our friends, or to strike our people and we will oppose them wnth all

OUF power

, For much of the last century, Amenca s defense relied on the. Cold
War doctnnes of deterrence and containment. In some cases those
strategles still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence
— the promise of massive retaliation against nations — means nothing

~against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend.
, Contalnment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of

mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends

byhoplng for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who
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solemnly sign non-,proli’feration treaties, and then systemiCally break them.
If we wait for threats to fuIIy materialize, we will have waited too long.

- Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security,
and essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on
the defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have
entered the only path to safety is the path of actlon And this Nat|on WI||
‘act . : : '

Our-security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden
in caves and growing in laboratories. OQur security will require modernizing
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act
~quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military
-you will lead — a military that must be ready to strike at a moment’s notice

in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans
to be forward-looking and resolute — to be ready for preemptive act|on
’ when necessary to defend our liberty- and our I|ves

| The work ahead is dlfflcult.j The choices we,w_lll face are complex.

We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of
- finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight -
~ terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the

- hatred that leads to terror — and that must change. We will send diplomats
_where they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are
needed '

, j All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We
‘will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet atthe -
mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will |Ift this dark threat from
our country and from the world. :

Because the war on terror will reqU|re resoIve and pat|ence it will

' aIso reqUIre firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the
Cold War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of -
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. 'America confronted
|mper|al communlsm in many different ways — d|pIomat|c economic, and

S
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military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War.
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss
over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents,
and exiles, and rallied free nations, to a great cause.

, - Some worry that it is somehow undlplomatlc or impolite to speak the
: Ianguage of right and wrong. | disagree. Different circumstances require
dlfferent methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against
- women is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are
in a conflict between-good and evil, and America will call evil by its name.
By ‘confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we
rev?eal a problem — and we will lead the world in opposing it.

As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to
preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation-
state in the 17™ century to build a world where the great powers compete in

peace mstead of prepare for war.

The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across
the earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then
- the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a
backdrop of nuclear Armageddon

| Competltlon between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in
our world, is not.. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the
: ‘sarlne side — united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos.
America has — and intends to keep — military advantages beyond
challenge, making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and
limiting rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace.

2 Today the great powers are also increasingly unlted by common
values, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States,
Japarvand our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as
NATO. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations
of West Point officers pIanned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia.



1 have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward
~ democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China,
~leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is |
the onIy true source of national greatness.

- When the great powers share common vaIues we are better abIe to
confront serious regional conflicts together — better able to cooperate in
preventlng the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia,
* we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for
pedce. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are
’ good to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners

to preserve the peace, and we will work W|th every nation that shares this
vnoble goaI - :

: Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a
great opportunity to extend a jUSt peace, by replacing poverty, repression,
and resentment around the worId with the hope of a better day.

Through most of h|story, poverty was perS|stent mescapable and
aImost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions
out bf despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress,

3 based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity — the rule of law ..
I|m|ts on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property .
free speech equaI justice .. and religious toIerance R

Amer|ca cannot lmpose this vision —yet we can support and reward
'governments that make the right choices for their own people. In our
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting,
and lin our educational assistance, the United States will promote
moderatlon tolerance, and human rlghts And we erI defend the peace
that, makes all progress pOSS|bIe '

. When it comes to the common rlghts and needs of men and women,

there is no clash of civilizations. The reqwrements of freedom apply in full
to Afrrca and Latin Amerlca and the entire IsIamlc world. The peoples of

6



Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities of -
- people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes.
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that
pursue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of Islamic
peoples. A thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no
society can prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens.

Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world share the
fears and aspirations of all humanity. In poverty, they struggle. In tyranny,
they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they celebrate.

, | - America has a greater objective than controlling threats and
contalnlng resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond

o _,the war on terror.

_ The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all
~in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and
grave danger. You will help establish a-peace that allows millions around
the world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of
'calm and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared because
you are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the -
character of this academy, carrying with you the hlghest |deals of our
Natlon :

1 Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day

- he stood on the plain at West Point. “The feeling came over me,” he said,
“that the expression ‘The United States of America’ would now and
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here
on, it would be the Nation | would be serving, not myself.”

‘Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and
purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of
the long gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the
Nation, | congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned
and the credit you bring to the Unlted States of America.
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* P5 Release would dlsclose confidential advise ‘between the Presndent ~% ... information l(b)(4) of the FOIA]

-t P6 Release would constltute a.clearly unwarranted invasionof .~ - .- 77 - personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] .
; ' b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

personal privacy [(n)(6) of the PRA]

PRM Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U S.C.

220 1(3) S

1

. Deed of Gift Restrictlons

purposes [(b)(7) of .the FOIA]|

‘- financial mstltutlons [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

" b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical mformatlon

concermng wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

- 'A Closed by Executlve Order 13526 governing nccess to natlonal o Records Not Subject to: FOIA

security lnformatlon

* B. Closed by statute or, by the agency which orlgmated the document

" C.Closed-in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’ s deed T the Freedom of Informatlon Act.

of glft oo

i
i

This Document was withdrawn on 6/15/2015

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning. the regulatlon of

Court Sealed The document is wrthheld under a court seal and is not subject to

by erl -
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM
TO: KARL ROVE
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
SENIOR ADVISOR
FROM: BRADLEY A. BLAKEMAN /7"7’ /§ ‘
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDEN
FOR APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING
SUBJECT: - APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
EVENT: West Point Military Academy Commencement
DATE: Saturday, June 1, 2002
TIME: 9:30am
DURATION: 2 hours
LOCATION: West Point Military Academy
' West Point, New York -
ATTIRE: Business ¢
REMARKS REQUIRED: Address
MEDIA COVERAGE: Open Press -
FIRST LADY PARTICIPATION: 'Will not participate

FUNDING SOURCE:

West Point Military Academy

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: None

CONTACT: Karl Rove

TELEPHONE: x6-2369

Chief of Staff

Joshua Bolten

John Bridgeland

Nick Calie

Ari Fleischer

Alberto Gonzales

Joe Hagin

Albert Hawkins

Karen Hughes

Karl Rove

Blake Gottesman

Advance Office
Domestic Policy Council
First Lady’s Office
National Economic Council
National Security Council
Office of Public Liaison
Oval Office Ops

Office of the Vice President

Physician’s Office

Political

PPD Ops

Social Office

Speech Writing

Ushers Office

WHCA )

Management and Administration
WHMO

SENSITIVE—DO NOT COPY
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM
TO: KARL ROVE
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
SENIOR ADVISOR
FROM: BRADLEY A. BLAKEMAN /0
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING
SUBJECT: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
EVENT: West Point Military Academy Commencement
DATE: Friday, May 31, 2002
TIME: " TBD |
DURATION: ©- . 2hours
LOCATION: . West Point Military Academy
West Point, New York
ATTIRE: "~ Business
REMARKS REQUIRED: - Address
MEDIA COVERAGE: Open Press
FIRST LADY PARTICIPATION: Will not participate

FUNDING SOURCE: West Point Military Academy
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: . None
CONTACT: Karl Rove

TELEPHONE: x6-2369

Chief of Staff Physician’s Office

Joshua Bolten Political

John Bridgeland ‘PPD Ops

Nick Calio : Social Office

Ari Fleischer Speech Writing

Alberto Gonzales Ushers Office

Joe Hagin : WHCA

Albert Hawkins Management and Administration
Karen Hughes WHMO

Karl Rove . :

Blake Gottesman

Advance Office

Domestic Policy Council
First Lady’s Office -
National Economic Council
National Security Council
Office of Public Liaison
Oval Office Ops

Office of the Vice President

SENSITIVE—DO NOT COPY



| Eventweﬁ!\’?om

Prfoj ect Officer 'Werksheet |

~ (to be submltted with Project Request)

PrOJect Officer (s)

' Schedule approval

klﬁﬁLépnwxCmnwmmﬂu&GmMM%m ;ﬁpbl_

Lo

Vldeo request

- -Mtg w/ Head of State

- -Official -
-Consultative

: “Domestic travel

~~Appearance in DC |

-w/ address
- -w/ speech |
-w/talking pts.
~-w/0 comments

~ _Photo Ops in Oval -

- -Phone calls (ex OLA)‘

-Mtg in WH (ex OLA)

~ Speechwriting vrequest . V-Address

- (w/ policy input)

Loglstlcs

Advance (if> Complex)

‘1 Venuc, program, optics :

. Secret Service

-Speech
-Talk Pts

' Press, media, photo ' .
/ Military, if applicable - s

POTUS aide

- -In-town -

-6 wks

“lmo

-10days

Preferred

~ -10days_
-14days2|

-14days |

-5 days
-5 days.

-1 wk

-4 days o

- 1 4days

-4 days

-10days

-5 days

" _-odt-of-toWh:7 days § l‘lSlo’L
-5 days g

Cornmumcatlons (1f < Complex w/ press) -3 days

Venue/par_tlclpant'lnfo to Vettlng .
Info to Press/Media Affairs

Final Address/Speech vto POTUS -

Briefing papers to Staff Secy

“;EVENTDA

TE‘»

Fol! ow-up info to Staff Secy

. Info to Diarist

-_3,days. :
-3 days _

| ;—3days/2 days

-2days

-Proposed - Actual |
- (if > Pref) L
- 53|02~

Splor

(—'ndw Hw 3! woz_

Sl da‘

+5 days L
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