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United States Military Academy Commencement 
Jun'e 1, 2002 
Dra:tt #20 

. General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Academy staff and 
faculty, distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 
bicentennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command 
imn)ediate'respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
a firie institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
gua:rdian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the 
history of the world. 

: A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
some of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his l1ife was "the day I left West Point." When I went to college, I guess 
you'd have to say I was a Grant man. 

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Bra~ley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lieutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to 
evecy field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 
Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
American to walk in space. 

i This fine institution gave us the man they say invented_ baseball, and 
oth~r young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
order: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Point football ptayer." 

· As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
abowt this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
feel he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 
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as~ed whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
whole damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

: West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
' . ' Children of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
I 

As Commander-in-Chief, I hereby grant amnesty, to all cadets who are on 
restriction for minor conduct offenses. And I leave it to General Lennox to 
define exactly what minor means. 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the United States Armed 
Forces. Some West Point classes are also commissioned by history, to 
tak~ part in a great new calling for their country. 

' I 

. Speaking here to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 
terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a 
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Officers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
anq Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
gra~uates of the 1940s saw the rise of .a deadly new challenge - the 
challenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the suri set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
transformed. 

History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
from this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American 
mili~ary that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in Afghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve 
the cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. 

I 

' This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
this: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power 
but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace 
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
rel*ions among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
enqouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

' I 
1 Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 

Fro1m this day forward, it is your challenge as well- and we will meet this 
challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
rewards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. 

In defending the peace, we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies 
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11t~ required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen 
evil and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
mu,ch less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 
Thi:s government and the American people are on watch, because we know 
the' terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. 

I 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuG;lear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Ou 1r enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught 
seeking these terrible weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, 
or to harm our friends, or to strike our people - and we will oppose them 

I 

witr all our power. · 

. For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- ttie promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Containment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly 
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
by ;hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 

I 
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solemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

• . Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and

1 

essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
the 1defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
act.. 

, Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
in caves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing 
do~estic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 
quiqkly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
you will lead - a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans 
to be forward-looking and resolute - to be ready for preemptive action. 
wh~1n necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. 
We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allie$, we mustoppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
where they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
nee<;jed. 

1 All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 
men;;y of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our 9ountry and from the world. 

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
alsolequire firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Cold, War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
imperial communism in many differentways - diplomatic, economic, and 
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military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
ove:r the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

I • 

Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
language of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
worrnen is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we · 
rev~al a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

: As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
state in the 1 ]1h century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peace instead of prepare for war. , 

I 

' The history of the last century in particular was dominateq by a series 
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the1 earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then 
the' East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
baekdrop of nuclear Armageddon. 

. Competition between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
same side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
America has - and intends to keep - military strengths beyond challenge, 
making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and limiting 
rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace. 

Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
vatues, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NATO. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 

I 
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I have_just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
derlilocracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
natibnal wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 
the only true source of national greatness. 

I 

, When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
confront serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
pre'.Venting the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
dee'per and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, 
we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
pea:ce. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
goop, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to p'reserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
noble goal. 

Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
great opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
andi resentment arou'nd the world with the hope of a better day. 

: ,. 

, Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile 
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out pf despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity- the rule of law ... 
limit;s on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free' speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. 

; 

i America cannot impose this vision ..;.. yet we can support and reward 
gov~rnments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 
andiin our educational assistance, the United States will promote 
moqeration, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
that,makes all progress possible. 

; When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, 
ther~ is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to Africa, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples ot 
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Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
peqple in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
punsue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue 
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of its people. 
A thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can 
prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens. 

Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world, and all the 
world, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggle. In 
tyranny, they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they 
cel~brate. 

! America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
thei war on terror. 

i The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around 
the.world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
calm, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
yo~ are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
character of this academy, carrying with you the highest ,ideals of our 
Na~ion. 

1 

' 
! Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 

he stood on the plain at West Point. "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"th()t the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

1 Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 
purpose, to risk and honor. At the en-0 of every day you will know that you 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the 1 long gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 

I 

Na~ion, I congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned 
anq the credit you bring to the United States of America. 

i 
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Thank you. 
i 

Dr~fted by: 

I • I 

I 
.1 

·I 

Mike Gerson, John Gibson, Matthew Scully and John McConnell, 
Office of Speechwriting · . . . 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-9378, Cell:I (b)(6) !<Gerson) . 
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United States Military Academy Commencement 
June 1, 2002 
Draft #16#19 f 
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General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki.L Academy staff and 
fac'ulty, di~tinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 

. , 
bic~ntennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command 
imr:nediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
a fine institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
guardian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have-shaped the 
history of the world. · 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
, graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
sor;ne of you followed In the path of the imperfect 1graduate, Ulysses S. 
Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his; life was "the day I left West Point" When I went to college, I guess 
yo1/d have to say I was a Grant man. 

, You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Br9dley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
liewtenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

: 

. Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to 
every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 
Pa·nama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
A~erican to walk in space. 

This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball, and 
ottier young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
G~neral George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
order: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Pdint football player." 

As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
abbut this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
fe~I he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 
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ask!ed whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the . 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
wh~le damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
ChUdren of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
As 1Commander-in-Chief, I hereby direct the Secretary of the Army and the 
superintendent of West Point to remit all existing minor confinements and 
cadet punishm~nts. And I leave it to General Lennox to define exactly what 
mirier means. 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
Poi'nt classes are also commissioned by history, to take part in a great new 
calling for their country. 

Speaking here to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 
ter~ible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a 
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Officers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
gra'duates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the 
challenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vieitnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
tramsformed. 

History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
from this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American 
milltary that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in Afghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve 
the, cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. 

This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
thi~: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power 
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but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
Nati!on's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace 
thatfavors human liberty. We will qefend the peace against threats from 
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

. Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 
Frorjn this day forward, it is your challenge as well - and we will meet this 
cha~lenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
couhtry. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
rewards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. 

In defending the peace, we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies 
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11th, required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen 
evil !and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
muqh less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 
This government and the American people are on watch, because we know . 
the terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 

: and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught ffi ; 

' . ·. . . . . - . -· .J 

~the attempt to carry it out. They seekseeking these terrible weapons.·· They . 
· want the capability to blackmail us, or to harm our friends, or to strike our 
people - and we will oppose them with all our power. 

For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- the promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Containment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons cm missiles, or secretly 
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
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by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
I 

solemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If w(a wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
the :defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
act. 

Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
in c~ves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing 
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 
quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
you,will lead - a military that must be ready to strike ata moment's notice 
in any dark corner ofthe world. And our security will require all Americans. 
to be forward-looking and resolute - to be ready for preemptive action 
whe,n necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. 
We !must uncoverterror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
where they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
needed. 

' All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 
merey of a few mad terrorists 'and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our country and from the world .. 

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
also require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Cold. War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
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imperial communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and 
military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
lan~uage of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 

I 

eve.ry culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
I 

civil.ians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
women is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
revyal a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

. As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
state in the 17th century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peaice instead of prepare for war. 

: The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series 
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the ·earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then · 
the 

1

East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
backdrop of nuclear Armageddon . 

. . Competition between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
sarne side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
Am~rica has - and intends to keep - military advantagesstrengths beyond 
challenge, making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and 
limiting rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace. 

: Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
valu,es, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NA to. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
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of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
I have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 

, the 'only true source of national greatness. 

When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
confront serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, 
we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
good, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to preserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
noble goal. 

Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
great opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
and ,resentment around the world with the hope of a better day. 

Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universal. In the last few decades, we hpve seen nations from Chile 
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
o~t 9f despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity....; the rule of law ... 
limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free :speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. , 

America cannot impose this vision - yet we can support and reward . 
gov~rnments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 
and in our educational assistance, the United States will promote 
moderation, tolerance, >and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
that makes all progress possible. 

, When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, 
there is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
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to Africa, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples of 
Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
pursue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue 
economic _reform, to/unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of Islamic 
'.peoples.its people. ·A thriving nation will respect the rights of women, 
because no society can prosper while denying opportunity to half its 
citi:zlens. 

_ Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world share the 
1 tears and aspirations of all humanity.world, and all the world, share the 
, same fears and aspirations'.--: In poverty, they struggle. In tyranny, they 
suff~r. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they celebrate. 

America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
the war on terror. 

' The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 

· grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around 
the world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
calm, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
you \are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
cha~acter of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our 
Nation. 

Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 
he stood on the plain at West Point., "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"thaf the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

· Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
care~r unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 

I 

purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the lc;rng gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 
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Nation, !,congratulate each·one of you for the commission you have earned 
and the credit you bring to the United States of America. 

Thank you. 

Drafted by: 
I 
I 

. I 

Mike Gerson, John Gibson, Matthew Scully and John McCoimell, · 
Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-9378, Cell:I (b)(6) !(Gerson) 
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About The Academy 
Since its foundlng two centuries ago, the Military Academy has accomplished its mission by 
developing cadets In four critical areas: intellectual, physical, military, and moral-ethical - a four-year 
process called the "West Point Experience.~ Specific developmental goals are addressed through 
several fully coordinated and integrated programs. · 

today's Army. 

A challenging Academic Program that conslsts of a core of 31 courses provides a 
balanced education m the arts and sciences. This core curriculum establishes the 

. foundation for etective courses that permit cadets to explore in greater depth a field of 
study or an optional major. All cadets receive a Bachelor of Science degree; which is 
designed specifically to meet the intellectual requirements of a commissioned officer in 

The Ph~sical Program at West Point includes both physical education classes and 
compeltt1ve athlehcs. Every cadet participates in an intercollegiate, club or intramural 
level sport each semester. This rigorous physical program contributes to the mental 
and physical fitness that is required for service as an officer In the Army. 

Cadets learn basic military skills, including leadership, through a demanding Military 
Program which begins on their first day al West Point. Most military training takes 
place during the summer, with new cadets undergoing Cadet Basic Training - or Beast 

ii•Pf~~!ll Bam1cks - the first year, follow~d b¥ Cad el Field Training at ne~rby. Camp Buckner t~e 
· - · -·· second year. Cadets spend their thtrd and fourth summers serving in active Army units 
around the world; attending advanced training courses such as airborne, air assault or northern 
warfare; or training the first and second year cadets as members of the leadership cadre~ Military 
training Is combined with military science instruction to provide a solid military foundation for 
officership. 

Moral~ethical development occurs throughout the formal programs as well as a host of activities and 
experiences available at the Military Academy. These include formal Instruction in the important 
values of the military profession, voluntary religious programs, interaction with staffand faculty role 
models, and a-vigorous guest speaker program. The foundation of the ethical code at West Point is 
found in the Academy's motto, ~outy, Honor, Country.Q Cadets also develop ethically by adhering lo 
the Cadet Honor Code, which states "A cadet will not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do." 

Admission Is open to aH young men and women, and is extremely competitlve. Candidates must 
receive a nomination from a member of Congress or from the Department of the Army. They are then 
evaluated on their academic, physical and leadership potential. Those candidates who are fully 
qualified receive appointments lo the Academy'. 

The life ofacadet is demanding~ bufleiSure-time- doe-s-permit recreational activities­
such as golf, skiing, sailing, and ice-skating, lntramurai clubs include a cadet radio 
station, orienteering, rock climbing, and Big Brother-Big Sister. A wide variety of 
religious activities are available to cadets from virtua~ly all religious backgrounds. 

http://www.westpoint.edu/about.asp 

More information 
USMA m1ss1on 
Notable graduates 
A brief history 
Online tour 
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religious activities are available to cadets from virtually all religious backgrounds. 
I llf':J-·':::?73 

From the day of its founding on March 16, 1802, West Point has grown in its size and 
stature, but it remains committed to the task of producing commissioned leaders of 
character for America's Army. Today, the Academy graduates more than 900 new 
officers annually, which represents approximately 25 percent of lhe new lieutenants 
required by the Army each year. The student body, or Corps of Cadets, numbers 

4,000, of whom approximately 15 percent are women. (See USMA History) 

A favorite expression at West Point is that "much-of the history we teach was made by 
people we taught." Great leaders such as Grant and Lee, Pershing and MacArthur, 
Eisenhower and Patton, Westmoreland and Schwarzkopf are among the more than 50,000 
graduates of the Military Academy. Countless others have served society in the fields of 
medicine, law, business, politics, and science following thelr careers in uniform. (See 
Notable Graduates) 

Ever mindful of its rich heritage, West Point continues to prepare its graduates to serve as 

commissioned leaders of character In America's 21 sl Century Army. 2002 marks the 
bicentennial of this American "national treasure~" Guided by its timeless motto, Duty, 
Honor, Country, the Military Academy is poised confidently to provide the Army and the 
Nation with its third century of service. 

U SMA HomePage I Welccme I About The Academy I Admissions l Cadet. Life 
Athletics I Academic Program I U'S MA Library I Physical Program l Military Program 

Alumni I Visiting West Point I Events & Attractions I Jobs & RelocaUon 
Agencies I Search & Reference I News I Help 

Security and Privacy Notlce II U.S. Anny Home Page 

Copyright ©United States Military Academy, Wes\ Polnt, New York USA 10996 
DISCLAIMER: Non·DOD links may be provided lor mission support and as a 

community service. Their appearance does not constitute an 
endorsement by the DOD, DA, or USMA. 

http:/f>VW'.\'. westpoint.edu/about. asp 

0 
01 
'-.. 
Co> .... 
'-.. 
0 
N 

~ ..... 
.... 
01 

01 
<D 

~ 

!Bl 
0 
0 

. N 

5/24!02 11:42 M 



United States Military Academy Commencement 
Jllme 1 ~2002 · 
Draft #19 

General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Academy staff and 
. fc~culty; distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your · 
. w~lcome. I am especial1y honored to visit this great institution in you_r 

bi
1

centennial year. · 

· In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command . 
irilmediate respect. This place where ·the Hudson River bends is more than 
a :fine institution of learning. The. United States Military Academy is the 
guardian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the 
history of the world. · .. . · · · · 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point . 
graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
s9me of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
~rant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
hjs life was "the day I left West Point" When I went to college, I guess 

· you'd have to say I was a Grant man. . · · · 
. I . 

, You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Bradley- the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lieutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

. \ . . . . . . 

• 
1 Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to 

every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer ofthe 
-. Ranama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 

American to walk in space.· · · 

1 
This fine institution gave us the manthey say invented baseball, and 

· a,ther young men who over the years perfected the game of footbalL 
I . . . . . . . 

qeneral George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
. o'.rder: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
~oint football player." · · 

. : . As you leave here today, .I know there is one thing you will never miss •· 
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
feel he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 

! ,' 
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asked whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
wrole damn Navy. II I don't thi,nk I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
o~ the Navy. · · 

· West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the ''Golden 
Children of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
As Commander'"in-Chief, I hereby grant amnesty to all cadets who are on 
restriction for minor conduct offenses. And I leave it to General Lennox to . 
d~fine exactly what minor means. 

' 
:.· 

·. ! .·· Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
Pbint classes are also commissioned by history, .to take part in a great new 
calling for their country. 

- . . . 

Speaking here· to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: . "We are determined that before the suri sets on this 
terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized througho.ut the world as a 
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Qfficers ,graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
g~aduates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the 
clnallenge of imperial communism -- and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vjetriam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
transformed. 

• ,.. • > 

History has also issued its call to your gen~ration. In your last year, 
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
frpm this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American 

··. ~ilitary that is honorable and powertuL Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in' Afghanistarlit is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders.· America is profoundly grat~fulJor all who serve 
the cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects ahd trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. · · · 

This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
this: Wherever we carry it, the Americanflag will stand nofonly for power 

. b~tfor freedom. Our Nation's caus,e has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace....:. a peace 
ttiat favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
relations among the great powers. And we will extend.the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 
From this day forward, it is your challenge as well - and we will meet this 
c~allenge together. You will wear the ·uniform of a great and unique 
country. America has ·no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
fqr others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
r~wards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. · · 

In defending the peace, we face a threat _wit~ no precedent. Enemies 
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
end.anger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11th required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen · 
evil and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
·much less than the cost of a single tank ... ·.The dangers have not passed. 
This government and the American people are on watch, because we know 

I , . , 

t~e terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. · 
I . . 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of . 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of c;;hemical; biological, and 
nudear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Qur enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught 
seeking these terrible weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, 
or to harm our friends, or to strike our people - and we will oppose them 
w:ith all ourpower. · · · · · 

"· . ' ! ' 

.. For much of the last century, America's defense 'relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
~the promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nationor citizens to defend. 
Containment is not possible when unbalanced dictators With weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missil~s, or secretly 
p~ovide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America arid our friends 
by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the_ word of tyrants, who 
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scolemnly sign non-profiferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
l(we wait forthreatsto fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

i • 

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
ai;id essential priorities for America. Yet the war on.terrorwill not be won on 
tHe defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
cconfront the worst threats before they emerge. 1.n the new world we have. 
e?tered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
.act. · · . · 

. . . 
. . 

.: Our security will require the be$t intelligence, to revealthreats hidden 
in! caves and growing in laboratorie$. Our security will require modernizing 
dbmestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 

.. ·quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
1 . . . 

yc;>u will lead -a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans··. 
to be forward-looking and resolute -to be ready for preemptive action 

·. w,hen necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. · · 
. . 

1 · The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex . 
. W,e must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
fir)ance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and· 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
t~rror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
h~tred that leads to terror~ and that must change. We will send diplomats 
where they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where·you are 
needed. 

. . - . 

1 All nations that decide for aggression and terror Will pay a price. We 
w;m not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet atthe 
mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
oµr country and from the world. 

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
·also require firr:n moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Cpld War. Now, as then, ourenemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a!Joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
imperial communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and . 

! . - , . . . . . . . 
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military. Yetmoral clarity was essentialto our victory iri the Cold War. 
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss .. 
ower the brutality of tyrants, they· gave hope to p_risoners, and dissidents, . 

. "\ 

and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. · .· 

. Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak· the 
·language of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the. same in . 
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
cjvilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
women is always and ·everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality· 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are . 
in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name .. 

1 

By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
r~veal a problem ...... and we will le~d the world in opposing it. 

As we defend the peace, we also have an historicopportunity to 
· preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­

state in the 1 ih century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peace instead of prepare for war. 

. . 

1 

The history of the last century in ·particular was dominated by a series 
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then 
the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
backdrop of nuclear Armageddon. · 

Competition between great nations is inevitable; but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the. 
same side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
A!merica has - and intends to keep - military strengths beyond challenge,· · 
~aking the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and limiting 
ri~alries to trade and otherpursuits of peace. 

. .. - . . 

· Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
values, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japanandour Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NATO. And the tide ofliberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
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I ~ave just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
d~mocracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaaers are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
n~tional wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 
the only true source of national greatness. _ -

When the great powers share common values, We are better able to 
confront serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in -
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia; 
w~ are gathering broad international coalitions to i_ncrease the pressure for 
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
gqod, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to: preserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 

I - - , 

noble goal. _ · - -- _ _ · -

' -Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
great opportunity to extend ajust peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 

- ar,d resentment around the world w~th the.hope of a better day. 

_ Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universaL In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile I . . . . . . 

toi South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out of despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demanos of human dignity ~the rule of law . . . -· 
lirlflits on the power of the state ... respect for women .. ~ private property ... 
free speech . ~. equal justice ; ~. and religious tolerance. -

·. ' , 

1 

America cannot impose this vision .;.... yet we can support and reward 
governments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
d~velopn1ent aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 
and in our educational assistance, the United States will promote 
moderation, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
th~t makes all progress possible. 

When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, _ 
there is no clash of civilizations; The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to~Africa, arid Latin America, and the entire lslamJc world. The peoples of _ -
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l~lamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A:truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of .dissent for all groups that 

' ' 

pi:,irsue their aspirations without violenc~. An advancing nation will pursue 
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of its people. 
A;thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can 
p~osperwhile denying opportunity to half its citizens. 

Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world, and all the 
I . • 

w~rld, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggle. ·In · 
tyranny, they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they 
celebrate. 

America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
cdntaining resentment. We will work for ajust al"ld peaceful world beyond 
the war on terror. 

The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
gr~ve danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around, 
thE;} world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
calm; and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
you are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
ch~racter of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our · 
Nation. 

' . . 

Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 
he

1
stood on the plain at West Point.· "The feeling came over me," he said, 

. "th~t the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on; it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself.'' 

i 

. Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
ca~eer unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 

· · purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know thatyou 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this gre(3t American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the: long gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 

· · Nation, I congratulate each one of you for thecommission you have earned 
and the credit you bring to the United States of America. 
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United States Military Academy Commencement 
June 1, 2002 
Draft #19 

I 

General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Academy staff and 
facplty, distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 
bicentennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command 
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
a fi,ne institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
gu$rdian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the 
history of the world. 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
sor;ne of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
Gr~nt, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his life was "the day I left West Point." When I went to college, I guess 
yow'd have to say I was a Grant man. 

i 

I 
1 

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Br~dley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lie4tenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to · 
every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 
Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
Arrierican to walk in space. 

! 

This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball, and 
other young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
order: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Poipt football player." 

As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made' to 
fee!I he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 

1 



as~ed whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
whble damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

I 

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
Children of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
As Commander-in-Chief, I hereby grant amnesty to all cadets who are on 
restriction for minor conduct offenses. And I leave it to General Lennox to 
define exactly what minor means. 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
Point classes are also commissioned by history, to take part in a great new 
calling for their country. 

Speaking here,to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor­
Ge!neral Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 
ter~ible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a 
symbol of freedom oq one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Officers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
ancl Germany, and reconstructing those nation~ as allies. West Point 
graduates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the 
challenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
transformed. 

History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
Arrierica was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
frortn this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American 
miqtary that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in fj\fghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
haye fought on my orders. America ~s profoundly grateful for all who serve 
the 1

1 

cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military; and we are confident of your 
vic~ories to come. 

1 This war will take many turns we cannot predict Yet I am certain of 
this: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power 
but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace . 
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
ter~orists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
relations among the· great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 
Frdm this day forward, it is your challenge as well - and we will meet this 
challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
for 1,others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
rewards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. · 

I 

, In defending the peace, we face athreat with-no precedent. Enemies 
in ttie past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11 t~ required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen 
evil: and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
much less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 

' Thi~ government and the American people are on watch, because we know. 
the :terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radi1calism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Our; enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught 
see~ing these terrible weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, 
or to harm our friends, or to strike our people - and we will oppose them 
with all our power. 

i 

I 

1 For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
' 

War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- the promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Conlainment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly 
prm.~ide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
by h:oping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
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sol~mnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If W,e wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

' ' Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
the 1 defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
act. 

I 

Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
in d,aves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing 
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 
quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
you: will lead - a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans 
to be forward-looking and resolute - to be ready for preemptive action 
wh~n necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

: The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. 
we;must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terr9r, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
where they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
needed. 

1 All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 

· mer~y of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our country and from the world. 

: Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
also] require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Cold War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
pow'.er with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
imp~rial communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and 

I 
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mili:tary. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
Wh:en leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
ov~r the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

I 

, Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
language of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
diff~rent methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 
eve 1ry culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
civUians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
women is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
betYJeen justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a: conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
rev~al a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

' As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
pre~erve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
state in the 1 yth century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peace instead of prepare for war. 

. The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series 
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, antj then 
the ~ast fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
bac~drop of nuclear Armageddon. 

Competition between great nations is inevitab,le, but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
sam:e side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
America bas - and intends to keep - military strengths beyond challenge, 
mak'ing the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and limiting 
rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace. 

' 

Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
values, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NAT,O. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of W1est Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
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I h:,ave just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 
the only true source of national greatness. 

When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
cor;ifront serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, 
we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
go0d, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to preserye th~ peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
noble goal. 

Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
gre,at opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
and resentment around the world with t.he hope of a better day. 

' Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile 

I 

to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out of despair and want. There is no mystery to this ac_hievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity - the rule of law ... 
limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. 

America cannot impose this vision - yet we can support and reward 
governments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
dev~lopment aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 

· and in our educational assistance, the United States will promote 
moqeration, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
that. makes all progress possible. 

I 

When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, 
ther~ is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to Africa, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples of 
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Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
pursue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue 
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of its people. 
A thriving nation will respecf the rights of women, because no society can 
prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens. 

: / Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world, and all the 
world, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggle. In 
tyr$nny, they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they 
celebrate. 

: America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
theiwar on terror. 

: The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
grave danger. You will help establish a peaceJhat allows millions around 
the :world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity .. You will face times of 
cairn, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
you: are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
character of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our 
Nation. 

, Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 
he stood on the plain at West Point. "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"that the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

I 

: Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 
purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the lpng gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 
Naticpn, I congratulate each one of you for t~e commission you have earned 
and the credit you bring to the United States of America. 
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: General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Academy staff and 
facµlty, distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 
bic~ntennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command 
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
·a fi,he institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
guardian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the 
history of the world. 

1 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
I 

graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
sor'.ne of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his: life was "the day I left West Point." When I went to college, I guess 
yow'd have to say I was a Grant man. 

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Br9dley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lieutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage. to 
every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 
Pa:nama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
American to walk in space. 

This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball, and 
otner young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
or~er: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Point football player." 

. As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
abput this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
feel he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 

! \ 
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asl<ed whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
wh0le damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

: West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
· ,, Chi

1

ldren of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
As Commander-in-Chief, I hereby grant amnesty to all cadets who are on 
restriction for minor conduct offenses. And I leave it to General Lennox to 
define exactly what minor means. 

I 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
PoiJnt classes are also commissioned by history, to take part in a great new 
calling for their country. 

Speaking here to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 

, terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a 
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Officers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
gr~duates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the 
chc;illenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
transformed. 

! 

History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
from this Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an American 
military that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in Afghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve 
th~ cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. ' 

, This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
thi~: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power 
but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace 
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
terr.orists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

I 

'

1 

Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 
Frdm this day forward, it is your challenge as well - and we will meet this 
chqllenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
for bthers only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
re~ards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. 

I 

1 
In defending the peace, we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies 

in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
enqanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11th required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen 
evill and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
much less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 
This government and the American people are on watch, because we know 
the

1 

terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. 

! The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuqlear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught -
seeking these terrible weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, 
or to harm our friends, or to strike our people - and we will oppose them 
wit~ all our power. 

For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- the promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Cortainment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly 
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
by hoping for the best. We ·cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
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sol~mnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and essential prioi:ities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
the: defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
ent~red, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
act 

1 Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
1in caves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing 
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 
quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
yoJ will lead - a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans 
to be forward-looking and resolute - to be ready for preemptive action 
when necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will fac;;e are complex. 
We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
wh;ere they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
needed. 

All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
win not leave ttie safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 
m~rcy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our country and from the world. 

I 

Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
also require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
CQld War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a jpyless conformity, to control every life and ail of life. America confronted 
imperial communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and 
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military. Yet moral, clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
Wh 1en leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

I 

! Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
lan~uage of right and wrong. I :disagree. Different circumstances require 
different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 

! 

eve
1

ry culture, in every time, and 1in every place. Targeting innocent 
civil,ians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
women is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a1 conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
reveal a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

' As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
pre~erve the peac'e. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
stat~ in the 1 ]1h century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
pea~e instead of prepare for war. 

1 
The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series 

of d~structive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then 
the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
backdrop of nuclear Armageddon. 

' 

Competition between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in 
our World, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
same side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
America has - and intends to keep - military strengths beyond challenge, 

. ma~ing the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and limiting 
rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace. 

Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
values, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
com

1

mitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NA lO. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
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I have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
lea~ers are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political .freedom is 
the:only true source of national greatness. 

: When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
con:front serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East_to South Asia, 
we are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
goo~, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to p',reserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
nob'e goal. 

'. Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
greqt opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
and;resentment around the world with the hope of a better day. 

,: Through most of history, poverty was persist~nt, inescapable, and 
alm0st universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile 
to 'south Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out (;>f despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity - the rule of law ... 
limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free :speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. 

I 

I 

, America cannot i_mpose this vision - yet we can support and reward 
gov~rnments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 

I 

and in our educational assistance, the United States wilt promote 
mod~ration, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
that makes all progress possible. 

I 

1

, When it comes to .~he common rights and needs of men and women, 
ther~ is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to Africa, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples of 
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lslqmic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
pur~;ue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue 
ecdnomic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of its people. 
A trariving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can 
prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens. 

, Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world, and all the 
wor,ld, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggie. In 
tyrapny, they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they 
celebrate. 

' 

I 

: America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
the war on terror. 

' The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around 
the world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
cairn, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 

I 

you ;are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
character of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our 

I 

Nation. 

1 
Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 

he stood on the plain at West Point. "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"thaf the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

' Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to h'ardship and 
purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
stanclards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the l0ng gray, line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 
Natiqn, I congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned 
and the credit you bring to th~ United States of America. 
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Thank you. 

D~afted by: · Mike Gerson, John Gibson, Matthew. Scully and John McConnell, 
Office of Speechwriting .. . · 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-9378, Cell:! .(6)(6) j{Gerson) 
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United States Military Academy Commencement 
June 1, 2002 
Draft #19 

General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Academy staff and 
faculty, distinguished guests, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 
bicentennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words 11West Point" command 
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
a fine institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
guardian of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the 
history of the world. 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
graduate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
some of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his life was "the day I left West Point." When I went to college, I guess 
you'd have to say I was a Grant man. 

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Bradley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lieutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to 
every field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 
Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
American to walk in space. 

This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball , and 
other young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
order: 111 want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Point football player." .. 

As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
feel he or she has some standing in the world . I am told that plebes, when 
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asked whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Superintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
whole damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
Ch1ildren of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. 
As, Commander-in-Chief, I hereby grant amnesty to all cadets who are on 
restriction for minor conduct offenses. And I leave it to General Lennox to 
define exactly what minor means. 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
Point classes are also commissioned by history, to take part in a great new 
calling for their country. 

Speaking here to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 
terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a , 
symbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Of(icers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
graduates oJ the 194qs saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the 
challenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
their struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 
transformed. 

History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
from this Academy, in a time of war, taking your place in an American 

, military that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in Afghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve 
the cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. 

This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
this: Wherever we carry it, the 1'merican flag will stand not only for power 
but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace 
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

. Building this just peace is America's opportunity, and America's duty. 
From this day forward, it is your chaUenge as well'- and we will meet this 
challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
cm;mtry. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 
for others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
rewards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. 

In defending the peace, we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies 
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
endanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11tr required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands of a few dozen 
evil and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
much less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 
Thi:s government and the American people are on watch, because we know 
the terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuClear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught 
seeking these terrible weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, 
or to harm our friends, or to strike our people - and we will oppose them 
with all our power. 

I 

For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- tne promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
agqinst shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Containment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mass destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly 
proyide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
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solemnly sign non,-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited toq_ long. 

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
th~ defensive. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
cohfront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
acf. 

Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
in caves and growing in laboratories" Our security will require modernizing 
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act 
quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military 
you will lead - a mHitary that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans 
to be forward-looking and resolute ~ to be ready for preemptive action 
wh:en necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. 
We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
wh;ere they are needed, and we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
needed. · 

All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
will not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 
mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our country and from the world. 

, Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
als;o require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Co.Id War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
imperi~I communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and 
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millitary. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
language of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
diftjerent methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 

. wo'men is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
Bl confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
reveal a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

i 

As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
pr~serve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
state in the 1 ih century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peace instead of prepare for war. 

The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series 
of ~estructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
ths earth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then 
the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, against a 
baekdrop of nuclear Armageddon. 

Competition between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
same side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. "" 
Anierica has - and intends to keep - military strengths beyond challenge, 
making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and limiting 
rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace. 

Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
valµes, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NATO. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
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I have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 
the only true source of national greatness. 

When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
cornfront serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, 
we; are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
peace. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
good, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to preserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
noble goal. 

Finally, America stands for more than the absence_ of war. We have a 
gre:at opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
and resentment around the world with the hope of a better day. 

Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile 
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out of despair and want There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twe:ntieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity - the rule of law ... 
limi~s on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. 

America cannot impose this vision - yet we can support and reward 
gov,ernments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 
and: in our educational assistance, the United States will promote , 
mocleration, tolerance, and human rights. And we will defend the peace 
that makes all progress possible. 

When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, 
the~e is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to ~frica, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples of 
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Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
people in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
pursue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursue 
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of its people. 
A trriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can 
prdsper while denying opportunity to half its c,itizens. 

Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic world, and all the 
world, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggle. In 
tyranny, they suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they 
celebrate. 

: America has a greater objective than controlling threats and ·· 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
the :war on terror. 

: The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around 
the world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
calm, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
you'.are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
character of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our 
Nati:on. 

I 

Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 
he $toed on the plain at West Point. "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"that the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
henceforth mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
care,er unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 
purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you 
have fpithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the long gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 
Naticim, I congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned 
and the credit you bring to the United States of America. 
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Thank you. 
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D~afted by: . Mike Gerson, John Gibson, Matthew Scully and John McConnell, 
Office of Speechwiiting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-9378, Cell:I (b)(6) J(Gerson) 
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United States Military Academy Commencement 
Juhe 1, 2002 
Draft #16#18, 

., 

General Lennox, Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki.I. Academy staff and 
faculty, distinguished guest~, families, and graduates: Thank you for your 
welcome. I am especially honored to visit this great institution in your 
biqentennial year. 

In every corner of America, the words "West Point" command 
immediate respect. This place where the Hudson River bends is more than 
a fine institution of learning. The United States Military Academy is the 
gu~rdian of values that have shaped the soldiers _who have shaped the 
history of the world. 

A few of you have followed in the path of the perfect West Point 
gr~duate, Robert E. Lee, who never received a single demerit in four years; 
sotne of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. 
Grant, who had his fair SQare of demerits, and said the happiest event of 
his life was "the day I left West Point." When I went to college, I guess 
you'd have to say I was a Grant man. 

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower, MacArthur, Patton, and 
Bradley - the commanders who saved a civilization - and of second 
lieutenants who did the same, by fighting and dying on distant battlefields. 

Graduates of this Academy have brought creativity and courage to 
ev~ry field of endeavor. West Point produced the chief engineer of the 

' 
Panama Canal ... the mind behind the Manhattan Project ... and the first 
American to walk in space. 

This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball, and 
other young men who over the years perfected the game of football. 
General George C. Marshall, a VMI graduate, is said to have given this 
oroer: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. I want a West 
Point football player." 

As you leave here today, I know there is one thing you will never miss 
about this place: Being a plebe. But even a plebe at West Point is made to 
feel he or she has some standing in the world. I am told that plebes, when 
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asked whom they outrank, are required to answer: "Sir, the 
Su'perintendent's dog, the Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals in the 
whole damn Navy." I don't think I'm going to share that with the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden 
Children of the Corps," I will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. · 
As :commander-in-Chief, I hereby direct the Secretary of the Army and the 
suf)erintendent of West Point to remit all existing confinements and cadet 
purJishments. 

Every West Point class is commissioned to the Army. Some West 
Poi'nt classes are also commissioned by history, to take part in a great new 
call.~ng for their country. 

Speaking here to the class of 1942 - six months after Pearl Harbor -
General Marshall said: "We are determined that before the sun sets on this 
terriible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a 
syrlilbol of freedom on one hand, and of overwhelming power on the other." 
Officers graduating that year helped to fulfill that mission, defeating Japan 
and Germany, and reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point 
grapuates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new challenge - the. 
challenge of imperial communism - and opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to 
Vietnam, in the Cold War from beginning to end. And as the sun set on 
thei 1r struggle, many of these West Point officers lived to see a world 

I 

transformed. 

i History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, 
I 

America was attacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy. You graduate 
fron;i this Academy in a time of wa.r, taking your place in an American 
military that is honorable and powerful. Our war on terror is only begun, but 
in Afghanistan it is well begun. I am proud of the men and women who 
have fought on my orders. America is profoundly grateful for all who serve 
the cause of freedom - and for all who have given their lives in its defense. 
This Nation respects and trusts our military, and we are confident of your 
victories to come. 

This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet I am certain of 
this:: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for power 
but for freedom. Our Nation's cause has always been larger than our 
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Nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - a peace 
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from 
terrorists and tyrants. We will preserve the peace by building good 
rel~tions among the great powers. And we will extend the peace by 
encouraging free and open societies on every continent. 

, Building this just peace is Ame~ica's opportunity, and America's duty. 
From this day forward, it is your challenge as well - and we will meet this 

I 

challenge together. You will wear the uniform of a great and unique 
- country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish 

for 1others only what we wish for ourselves: safety from violence ... the 
rewards of liberty ... and the hope of a better life. 

In defending the peace, we face a threat with no precedent. Enemies 
in the past needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to 
enqanger the American people and our friends. The attacks of September 
11t~ required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands ofa few dozen 
evil: and deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering they caused came at 
mu<:;h less than the cost of a single tank. The dangers have not passed. 
This government and the American people are on watch, because we know 
the terrorists have more money, more men, and more plans. · 

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of 
radicalism and technology. With the spread of chemical, biological, and 
nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology, even weak states 
and small groups could gain a catastrophic power to strike great nations. 
OL1r, enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught ffi l 
the :att~mpt to carry it out. They seekseeking these terrible weapon_~· They 
warit the capability to blackmail us, or to harm our friends, or to strike our 
pedple - and we will oppose them with all our power. 

' For much of the last century, America's defense relied on the Cold 
War doctrines of deterrence and containment. In some cases those 
strategies still apply, but new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence 
- the promise of massive retaliation against nations - means nothing 
against shadowy terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. 
Con:tainment is not possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of 
mas,s destruction can deliver those weapons on missiles, or secretly 
provide them to terrorist allies. We cannot defend America and our friends 
by hbping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
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solemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. 
If vye wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long. 

Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger security, 
and essential priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on 
the defensive. We must take the battle'to the enemy, disrupt his plans, and 
confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the new world we have 
entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this Nation will 
act 

', Our security will require the best intelligence, to reveal threats hidden 
in ~aves and growing in laboratories. Our security will require modernizing 
domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they are prepared to act, and act . 
quickly, against danger. Our.security will require transforming the military 
you will lead - a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice 
in ~ny dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans 
to be forward-looking and resolute - to be ready for preemptive action 
wh1en necessary to defend our liberty and our lives. 

The work ahead is difficult. The choices we will face are complex. 
We must uncover terror cells in sixty or more countries, using every tool of 
finance, intelligence, and law enforcement. Along with our friends and 
allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor 
terror, as each case requires. Some nations need military training to fight 
terror, and we will provide it. Other nations oppose terror, but tolerate the 
hatred that leads to terror - and that must change. We will send diplomats 
where they are needed, and-we will send you, our soldiers, where you are 
needed. '· 

All nations that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We 
will. not leave the safety of America and the peace of the planet at the 
mercy of a few mad terrorists and tyrants. We will lift this dark threat from 
our country and from the world. 

Because the V\,lar on terror will require resolve and patience, it will 
also require firm moral purpose. In this way our struggle is similar to the 
Cold War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of 
power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then, they seek to impose 
a joyless conformity, to control every life and all of life. America confronted 
imJ:!>erial communism in many different ways - diplomatic, economic, and 
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military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. 
When leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss 
ov~r the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners, and dissidents, 
and exiles, and rallied free nations to a great cause. 

I ) 

Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic or impolite to speak the 
lan~uage of right and wrong. I disagree. Different circumstances require 
different methods, but not different moralities. Moral truth is the same in 
every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent 
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. Brutality against 
wo~en is always and everywhere wrong. There can be no neutrality 
between justice and cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty. We are 
in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. 
By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem, we 
reveal a problem - and we will lead the world in opposing it. 

As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to 
preserve the peace. We have our best chance since the rise of the nation­
stat~ in the 1 J1h century to build a world where the great powers compete in 
peace instead of prepare for war. 

The history of the last century in particular was dominated by a series 
of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across 
the ~arth. Germany fought France, and the Axis fought the Allies, and then 
the East fought the West, in proxy wars and tense standoffs, agair;ist a 
backdrop of nuclear Armageddon. 

· Competition between great nations is inevitable, but armed conflict, in 
our world, is not. More and more, civilized nations find ourselves on the 
same side - united by common dangers of terrorist violence and chaos. 
America has - and intends to keep - military advantages beyond 
challenge, making the destabilizing arms races of other eras pointless, and 
limiti~g rivalries to trade and other pursuits of peace . 

. Today the great powers are also increasingly united by common 
values, instead of divided by conflicting ideologies. The United States, 
Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe; share a deep 
commitment to human freedom, embodied in strong alliances such as 
NATQ. And the tide of liberty is rising in many other nations. Generations 
of West Point officers planned and practiced for battles with Soviet Russia. 
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I have just returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward 
democracy, and our partner in the war against terror. Even in China, 
leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only lasting source of 
national wealth. In time, they will find that social and political freedom is 
the only true source of national greatness. 

When the great powers share common values, we are better able to 
co~front serious regional conflicts together - better able to cooperate in 
preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the past, great 
power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions 
deeper and more complicated. Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, 
we :are gathering broad international coalitions to increase the pressure for 
pe~ce. We must build strong, great power relationships when times are 
good, to help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners 
to preserve the peace, and we will work with every nation that shares this 
noble goal. 

i 

. Finally, America stands for more than the absence of war. We have a 
great opportunity to extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, 
and resentment around the world with the hope, of a better day. 

' 

· Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and 
almost universal. In the last few decades, we have seen nations from Chile 
to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies, lifting millions 
out of despair and want. There is no mystery to this achievement. The 
twentieth century ended with a single surviving model of human progress, 
based on non-negotiable demands of human dignity - the rule of law ... 
limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... 
free speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance. 

: America cannot impose this vision - yet we can support and reward 
governments that make the right choices for their own people. In our 
development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, 
and :in our educational assistance, the United States Will promote 
moderation, tolerance, and hurhan rights. And we will defend the peace 
that .makes all progress possible . 

. When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, · 
there is no clash of civilizations. The requirements of freedom apply in full 
to Africa, and Latin America, and the entire Islamic world. The peoples of 

. I 
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Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as 
pepple in every nation. And their governments should listen to their hopes. 
A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that 
pursue their aspirations without violence. An advancing nation will pursu~ 
economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy of lslamicits : I 
pe9ple. A thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no 
soeiety can prosper while denying opportunity to half its citizens. 

Mothers, fathers, and children across the Islamic vvorld share the 1 

. fears and aspirations of all humanity.world, and all the world, share the 
same fears and aspirations. lri poverty, they struggle. In tyranny, they 
suffer. And as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they celebrate. 

' America has a greater objective than controlling threats and 
containing resentment. We will work for a just and peaceful world beyond 
the 1 war on terror. 

The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all 
in the United States Army, you will stand between your fellow citizens and 
grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows millions around 
the world to live in liberty and grow in prosperity. You will face times of 
calm, and times of crisis. And every test will find you prepared - because 
you are the men and women of West Point. You leave here marked by the 
cha'racter of this academy, carrying with you the highest ideals of our 
Nation. 

: Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisenhower recalled the first day 
he stood on the plain at West Point "The feeling came over me," he said, 
"th~t the expression 'The United States of America' would now and 
hen:ceforth, mean something different than it had ever before. From here 
on, it would be the Nation I would be serving, not myself." 

I 

. Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service, in a 
career unlike any other. You have answered a calling to hardship and 
purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that you 
have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high 
standards of this great American institution. May you always be worthy of 
the long gray line that stretches two centuries behind you. On behalf of the 
Nation, I congratulate each one of you for the commission you have earned 

I 

and the credit you bring to the United States of America. 
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Thank you. 

D~afted by: . 
I 

Mike Gerson, John _Gibson, Matthew Scul/yandJohn McConnell, 
Office of Speechwriting . · . ~· ----~ 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-9378, Cell:l (b)(6l kGerson) 

8 


	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-001
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-002
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-003
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-004
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-005
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-006
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-007
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-008
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-009
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-010
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-011
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-012
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-013
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-014
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-015
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-016
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-017
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-018
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-019
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-020
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-021
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-022
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-023
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-024
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-025
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-026
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-027
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-028
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-029
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-030
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-031
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-032
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-033
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-034
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-035
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-036
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-037
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-038
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-039
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-040
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-041
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-042
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-043
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-044
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-045
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-046
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-047
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-048
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-049
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-050
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-051
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-052
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-053
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-054
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-055
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-056
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-057
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-058
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-059
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-060
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-061
	t087-002-wpc02-2-20140555f-062

