| 2014_0555_|: [ ] - - | Friday,‘Jur.\e-l‘Z,ZOIS
~ FOIA Marker

o ‘.;Th‘is is fhfot"a tex'tuva'lj record. This FOIA I\:/I'é_rkjer indicates that material has been removed
during FOIA processing by George W. Bush Presidential Library staff.

N

1 . Speéchwriting', White"House Office of
| . Campbell, An'ne._" |

. Loéatibn or NA'RA Number:

CFRCID: OA Number;
© .. HollingerD: um or:

Stack: Row: ‘Sect:: Shelf: Pos.:’ . ,,
W17 1 7 1 : ‘8_4,74 . 21337 851 "

Folder Title: | B R
| - West Point Commencement, 06/01/2002 [ ] . [3) v




2 '

To: -

- c : » . .
. Subject: REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT 2002 GRADUATION EXERCISE OF THE UNITED STATES

' ® Rachael L. Sunbarger 06/01/2002 11:47:04 AM

Re'co;rd Type: Record

i

MILITARY ACADEMY - West Point, NY

: THE_W‘HITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(West Point, New York)

For Immediate Releasée , '_ o June 1,2002

o - ' REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
| | AT 2002 GRADUATION EXERCISE
OF THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

West Point, New York

913 AM. EDT

g THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, General'Lennox'. Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki,
members of the United States Congress, Academy staff and faculty, distinguished guests, proud family

. members, and graduates: .1 want to thank you for your weIcome Laura and lare especlally honored to

visit th1s great 1nst|tut|on in your bicentennial year.

ln every corner of America, the words "West Point" command immediate respect. This place
'where the Hudson River bends is more than a fine institution of learning.” The United States Military
Academy is the guardlan of values that have shaped the soldiers who have shaped the history of the
world

L Afew of you have followed in the ’path of the perfect West Point graduate, Robert E. Lee, who
never received a single demerit in four years. Some of you followed in the path of the imperfect graduate,
Ulysses S. Grant, who had his fair share of demerits, and said the happiest day of his life was "the day |

- left West Point." (Laughter.) During my college years | guess you could say | was -- (laughter.) - Dunng

my college years | guess you could say | was a Grant man. (Laughter. )

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower and MacArthur Patton and Bradley - the commanders

- who saved a civilization: ‘And you walk in the tradition of second lieutenants who did the same, by fighting

-and dylng on distant battleﬂelds

Graduates of th|s academy have brought creat|V|ty and courage to every field of endeavor West



‘ Pomt produced the chief engineer of the Panama Canal, the mind beh|nd the Manhattan Proiect the first
American to walk in space. This fine institution gave us the man they say invented baseball, and other
young men over the years who perfected the game of football.

You know this, but many in America don't - George C. Marshall a VMI graduate, is said to have
, »glven this order: "I want an officer for a secret and dangerous mission. | want a West Point football
player " (Applause ) - '

As you leave here today, | know there's one thing you Il never. ‘miss-about this place Being a
plebe (Applause.) But even a plebe at West Point is made to feel he or she has some standing in the
-world. (Laughter:) I'm told that plebes, when ‘asked whom they outrank, are required to answer this: "Sir,
" the Superintendent's dog -- (laughter) -- the Commandant's cat, and all the admirals in the whole damn
Navy." (Applause.) | probably won't be sharing that with the Secretary of the Navy. (Laughter.) :

West Point is guided by tradition, and in honor of the "Golden Children of the Corps," -- (applause)

© -- |- will observe one of the traditions you cherish most. As the Commander-in-Chief, | hereby grant:
amn'esty to all cadéts who are on restriction for minor conduct offenses. (Applause.) Those of you in the
end zone might have cheered a little early. (Laughter.) Because, you see, I'm going to let General
Lennox define exactly what "minor" means. (Laughter)

s Every West Point class is commissioned to the Armed Forces Some West Point classes are
also.commissioned by history, to take part in a great new calling for their country. Speaking here to the .
class of 1942 -- six months after Pearl Harbor -- General Marshall said, "We're determined that before the
sun sets on this terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized throughout the worId asa symbol of freedom
on the oné hand, and of overwhelming power on the other (Applause ) .

. . Officers graduating that year helped fulfill that mission, defeating Japan and Germany, and then
reconstructing those nations as allies. West Point graduates of the 1940s saw the rise of a deadly new
chaIlenge -- the challenge of imperial communism -- and opposed it from Korea to.Berlin, to Vietnam, and -
“in the Cold War, from beginning to end. And as the sun set on their struggle many of those West Point - -
officers lived to see a world transformed .
| . . .
' History has also issued its call to your generation. In your last year, America was attacked bya .
ruthless and resourceful enemy. - You graduate from this’ Academy in a time of war, taking your place in an
American military that is powerful and is honorable. Our war on terror i is onIy begun, but in Afghanistan |t
was begun well. (Applause )

. lam proud of the men and women who have fought on my orders. ‘America is profoundIy grateful
for all who serve the cause of freedom, and for all who have given their lives in its defense. . This nation
respects and trusts our military, and we are c0nfident in your victories to come. (Applause )

', This war will take many turns we cannot predict. Yet | am certain of this: Wherever we carry it,
the Amerlcan flag will stand not only for our power, but for freedom. (Applause.) Our nation's cause has
always been larger than our nation's defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace -- a peace -
that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from terrorists and tyrants. We will
- preserve the peace by building good relations among the great powers And we WI|| extend the peace by :
.encouraging free and open societies on every continent. :

. Building this Just peace is America's opportunity, and America S duty From this day forward, it is -
your challenge as well, and we will meet this challenge together. (Applause.) You will wear the uniform
of a great and unique country. America has no empire to extend or utopia to establish. We wish for
others only what we wish for ourselves -- safety from violence, the rewards of liberty, and the hope for a
better Iife

SN defending the peace,v we face a threat with no precedent. 'Enemies in the past needed great
armies and great industrial capabilities to endanger the American people and our nation. The attacks of



- September the 11th required a few hundred thousand dollars in the hands. of a few dozen evil and deluded

men.. All of the chaos and suffering théy caused came at much less than the cost of a single tank. The

dangers have not passed. This government and the American people are on watch, we are ready,

because we know the terrorists have more money and-more men and more plans.

i The gravest danger to freedom lies at the perilous crossroads of radicalism and technology.

‘'When the spread of chemical and biological and nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology
--when that occurs, even weak states and small groups-could attain a catastrophic power to strike great
nations. Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught seeking these terrible
weapons They want the capability to blackmail us, or to harm us, or to harm our friends -- and we will

’ oppose them with all our power. (Applause.)

For much of the last century, America's defense relred on the Cold War doctrines of deterrence
- and containment. In some cases, those strategres still apply. But new threats also require new thinking.
Deterrence -- the promise of massive retaliation against nations -- means nothing against shadowy
terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to defend. Containment is not possible when unbalanced
dictators with weapons of mass destruction can dellver those weapons on missiles or secretly provide

: them to terrorist allies. : .

Coi T We cannot defend America and our fr|ends by hop|ng for the best ‘We cannot put our faith in the '
word of tyrants, who soléemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. If we wait
for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long (Applause ) )

» Homeland defense and missile defense are part of stronger securrty, and they're essential
priorities for America. Yet the war on terror will not be won on the defensive. We must take the battle to
the enemy, disrupt his plans, and confront the worst threats before they emerge. (Applause.) In the world
we have entered, the only path to safety is the path of action. And this nation wrll act. (Applause.)

Our security will require the best mtelllgence, to reveal threats hrdden in caves and growing in
laboratories. Our security will require modernizing domestic agencies such as the FBI, so they're
prepared to act, and act quickly, against danger. Our security will require transforming the military you will
lead -- a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice in any dark corner of the world. And our
securlty will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action
'when necessary to defend our I|berty and to defend our lives. (Applause. )

, The work ahead is difficult.” The choices we wrll face are complex. We must uncover terror cells
in 60'or more countries, using every tool of finance, intelligence and law enforcement. Along with our =
“friends and allies, we must oppose proliferation and confront regimes that sponsor terror, as each case
requires. Some nations need military training to fight terror, and we'll provide it. Other nations oppose = -
terror, but tolerate the hatred that leads to terror -- and that must change. (Applause.) Wewillsend
diplomats where they are needed and we will send you, our soldiers, where you're needed. (Applause.) -
0 Al nat|ons that decide for aggression and terror will pay a price. We will not leave the safety of
America and the peace of the planet at the mercy of a few mad terror|sts and tyrants. (Applause.) We will
I|ft th|s dark threat from our country and from the world. ' S

» Because the war on terror will require resolve and patience, it will also require firm moral purpose.
In this way our struggle is similar to the Cold War. Now, as then, our enemies are totalitarians, holding a
creed of power with no place for human dignity. Now, as then they seek to impose a Joyless conformity, _
to control every life and all of life. . ‘
' America confronted imperial communism in many different ways -- diplomatic, economic, and
" military. Yet moral clarity was essential to our victory in the Cold War. When leaders like John F.

Kennedy and Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the brutality of tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners
and dlssldents and exiles, and rallled free nations to a great cause. ‘



v Some worry that it is somehow und|pIomat|c or |mpoI|te to speak the language of rlght and wrong.

- I disagree. (Applause.) Different circumstances require different methods, but not different moralities.
(Applause ) Moral truth is the same in every culture, in every time, and in every place. Targeting innocent::
civilians for murder is always and everywhere wrong. :(Applause.) Brutality against women is always and
everywhere wrong. (Applause.) There can be no-neutrality between justice and cruelty, between the
innocent and the guilty. We are in a conflict between good and evil, and America will call evil by its name. .
(Applause ) By confronting evil and lawless regimes, we do not create a problem we reveal a probIem

: And we W|II lead the world‘in opposing it. (AppIause ) » : .

N As we defend the peace, we also have an historic opportunity to preserve the peace.-, We have
our best chance since the rise of the nation state in the 17th century to build a world where the great
powers compete in peace instead of prepare for war. The history of the last century, in particular, was

. dominated by a series of destructive national rivalries that left battlefields and graveyards across the

Earth Germany fought France, the Axis fought the Allies, and then the East fought the West in proxy. -
wars and tense standoffs aga|nst a backdrop of nuclear Armageddon

L Competltlon between great nations is |neV|tabIe but armed conflict.in our world is not. More and
more, civilized nations find ourselves on the same side -- united by common dangers of terrorist violence
and chaos. America has, and intends to keep, military strengths beyond challenge -- (applause) --
thereby, making the destabilizing arms races of other eras. p0|ntless and I|m|t|ng r|vaIr|es to trade and
other pursurts of peace. . L

Today the great powers are also mcreasmgly united by common vaIues |nstead of divided by
conflrctlng idéologies. The United States, Japan and our Pacific friends, and now all of Europe, share a
deep commitment to human freedom, embod|ed in strong alllances such as NATO. And the tide of I|berty
is rlsmg in many other nations. : :

Generations of West Point offlcers planned and practlced for battles with Soviet Russia. I've just
returned from a new Russia, now a country reaching toward democracy, and our partner:in the war
against terror. (Applause.) Even in China, leaders are discovering that economic freedom is the only
lasting source of national wealth. In time, they will find that somal and political freedom is the onIy true
source of national greatness. (Applause.) v

When the great powers share common values we are better able to confront serious’ regronal
_conflicts together, better able to cooperate in preventing the spread of violence or economic chaos. In the
past, igreat power rivals took sides in difficult regional problems, making divisions deeper and more
compllcated Today, from the Middle East to South Asia, we are gathering broad international coalitions to
increase the pressure for peace. We must build strong and great power relations when times are good; to
help manage crisis when times are bad. America needs partners to preserve the peace and we will work -
- with, every nation that shares this noble goal. (Applause.)

. And finally, Amenca»stands for more than the absence of war. - We have a great opportunity to

extend a just peace, by replacing poverty, repression, and resentment around the world with hope of a
better day Through most of history, poverty was persistent, inescapable, and almost universal. In the last
few decades we've seen nations from Chile to South Korea build modern economies and freer societies,

lifting’ millions of people out of deSpalr and want And there's no mystery to this achievement.

. The 20th century ended with a single survrvmg model of human progress, based on = .

" non-negotiable demands of human dignity, the rule of law, limits on the power of the state, respéct for
women and private property and free speech and equal justice and religious tolerance. America cannot
impose this vision -- yet we can support and reward governments that make the right choices for their own
people. In our development aid, in our diplomatic efforts, in our international broadcasting, and in our
‘educational assistance, the United States will promote moderation and toIerance and human rights. And
we erI defend the peace that makes all progress pOSS|ble : .

. r

"When it comes to the common rights and needs of men and women, there is no clash of

L



o crviI|2at;ons Thevrequlrements of freedom apply fully to Afnca and Latin America and the entire Islamic
world The peoples of the Islamic nations want and deserve the same freedoms and opportunities as
peopIe in every natlon And their governments should listen to thelr hopes. (Applause.)

~ A truly strong nation will permit legal avenues of dissent for all groups that pursue the|r asplratlons
without violence. An advancing nation will pursue economic reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial
energy of its- people. A thriving nation will respect the rights of women, because no society can prosper
while denying opportunity to half its citizens. Mothers and fathers and children across the Islamic world,
and aII the world, share the same fears and aspirations. In poverty, they struggle. In tyranny, they suffer.
And as we saw in Afghanlstan in. I|berat|on they celebrate. (Applause )

Amer|ca has a greater object|ve than: controII|ng threats and conta|n|ng resentment. We will work v
for a jUSt and peaceful world beyond the war on terror.

. The bicentennial class of West Point now enters this drama. With all in the United States Army,
you will stand between your fellow citizens and grave danger. You will help establish a peace that allows
“millions around the world to live in liberty and to grow in prosperrty You will face times of calm, and times

of crisis. And every test will find you prepared -- because you're the men and women of West Point.
(Applause ) You leave here marked by the character of this Academy, carry|ng with you the highest |deals
- of our natron '

Toward the end of h|s life, Dwrght Elsenhower recalled the first day he stood on the plaln at West -
Point." "The feeling came ovér me,” he said, "that the expression.'the United States of America’ would now -
and henceforth mean something d|fferent than it had ever before. From here on, it would be the nation |
would be serving, not myself."

1 Today, your last day at West Point, you begin a life of service in a career unlike any other. You've
answered a calling to hardship and purpose, to risk and honor. At the end of every day you will know that
you have faithfully done your duty. May you always bring to that duty the high standards of this great
Amer|can institution. May you always be worthy of the fong gray line that stretches two centurles behind
you. .

{

On behalf of the nation, | congratulate each one of you for the commission you've earned and for
the cred|t you bring to the Unlted States of Amerrca May God bIess you all. (Applause.)

R | R © END ‘ :
10:05 AM. EDT ' | R .
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" General Lennox, Mr. Se'.cire-tary',
Governbr Pataki, Academy staff and
faculty, distingu»iShe’d guests, families, and
' graduates: Thank you for your welcome. |
arﬁ especially honored to visit this great

institution in you'r' biCent'enhia'I_. year.



k In every cemer_'of America, the words '
~ “West Point” command immediate tespect.
Thi's place where the Hudson? River bends

IS more than a f|ne |nst|tut|on of learning.

' . The Un|ted States M|I|tary Academy is the

'guardlan of vaIues that have shaped the
. soldlers who have shaped the hlstory of the

| wozrld., =



| | A few of you have followed in the path of
the perfect Wes't Point graduate, Robert E. B
Lee, who never received a single demerit in -
~ four years; some of you followed |n the path
of the imperfect graduate, Ulysses S. Grant,
~who had his fair share of demerits, and said
the happiest event of his Iifé was “the day |
left West Point.” Whén ‘I went to'college, |

g‘uess you'd have to say | was a Grant 'man'.,_.



You walk in the tradltlon of Elsenhewer :
- MacArthur Patton and Bradley—the -

“commanders 'who saved a C|V|I|zat|on'¥- and
of second I|eutenants Who d|d the sarne by -

-flghtlng and dylng on dlstant battleflelds |



| Graduates of this Academy have
brought creativity and courageto every field -
of endeavor. West Point produced tne cnief |
| engineer of the Panalna Canal’ _the mind
| behlnd the Manhattan PrOJect ~and the

flrst Amencan to walk |n space



~ This fine institution gave us the man
they say i'nv’e‘nte'd béseball,’_ and other -
young men who over_the years perfected
- the game of football General George C |
Marshall, aﬂ"VMI graduate, is said to have
 given this order: | want an officer fora
secret and d_angerous mission. | want a

~ West Point football player.” N



. As you leave ,_he.re today, | know there isf
 one thing you wil never miss about this
place: Being a pIebeQ But even a plebe at
~ West Point is made to feel he or she has

.‘s‘cii)me standing in the world.



~ Iam told that plebes, when asked whom
they outrank, are required to answer: ' “Sir,
~ the Superintendent's dog, the e
- Commandant's cat ... and all the Admirals
~in the whole damn Navy.” | don't think I'm
’ | goving to share that with “theSecretary of the ‘

Névy. |



West Point is gwded by tradltlon and in

‘honor of the “Golden Children of the

Corps | will observe one of the traditions

| you cherish most. As Comm'ander-in-Chief, :

| hereby grant amnesty to all cadets Who

- are on restriction for minor conduct

offenses. And | leave it to General Lennox

“to define exactly what minor means. |



o Every West Point class is commissioned
to the United States Armed Forces. Some
West Pomt classes are also commissioned | '
by h’istory_', to take part in a great new

~ calling for their country.



~ Speaking here tQ_the class_ of 1 942 — six
‘months after Pearl Harbor — General v
 Marshall said: “We afe determined that }
 before 't»he sun sets on this terrible struggle,
our flag will be recognized throughout the
world as a symbol of freedom on} one hand,’ e

“and of overwhelming powér on the other.”



OfficerS-graduati‘ng /,that'year':helpedtoifulfill SRR
| thiatmiSSion‘, defeat'ing-"Japan’_and |
Germany, and reconstructing those nations

as allies.
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West Point graduates of the 1940s saw the
rise 'ofé de'adly new challenge — the ’
challenge of imperial communism — and
~ opposed it from Korea, to Berlin, to .
Vietnam, ih the Cold War from beginning to
| enld. And as the sun set on théi'r struggle,
‘many of these West Point officers lived to ‘

see a world transformed.



, HiStory has also issued its call to your
- generation. In your last year, America was
attacked :by a ruthless 'and resourceful
enemy. You graduate from this Academy in
‘a time of war, taking your place in an
American military that |s holnorable and
powerful. Ou_rwér on terror is only begun, )
but in Afghanistan tis well begun. 1am
proud of the men and women who h.ave

| »fOUght on my'.orde‘rs.f

14 |



Arhenca IS profoundly grateful for all who
| séwe the cause of freedom .‘ and for aII
L who 'have_glven thelr Ilvesm |;ts defense.
This Nation respects and trusts our military,
- and we'a'llf‘e confident of your victories to

~come.

- 15



This v'var‘ will take many t'urn's‘we Cann"ot |
predict. Yet | am certain of this: Wherever
 we carry it, the American flag will stand not
on I'y for power but forfreedom. | Our |
Nation’s cause hae always been larger than
| ourNaﬁon,’sdefense. | We fight, as we

always fight, for a just peace . a peace that |

fa‘;;vors" hUma_n Ii.berty'. |

16



 We will defend the peace against threats
from terroristsand tyrants. We will -
| preserve the peace by bU|Id|ng good
reIat|ons among the great powers And we .
. erI extend thepeaoe byenoouraglng free

and open societies on every continent.



BUiIding this j‘uét p:ea'ée is America's
opportunity, andAmeri_ca's duty. From 'this
day fovrwavrd, it is your challenge as well — |

and we will meet this challenge together.



 You will wear the uniform of a great and-
~ unique country. _;A.mjelllric':a. has no empire to
| extend or utopia to establish. We wish for’

others only Wha_t we w’i’sh for ourselves:
safety from violence ... the rewards of v

liberty ... and the hope of a better life.

19



~ In defending the peace, we face a threat
~ with no precedent. Enemies |n the past
~ needed great armies and great industrial
| Capabilities to endangerthe American .
- people and our fnends The attacks of
. September Th reqwred a few hundred
| thousand doIIars in the hands of a few

- dozen evil and deluded men.

20



- All of the chaos and suffering they caushed
came at much less than the cost bf a Single ,

tank. The dangers have not passed. This

~ government and th"e’ American people are

on watch, becaUse we know the terrorists '

" have more money, more men,» and more

plans.

21



t 'Th'e gravest dang’e_‘r to freedom lies at

the p-eriIOus crossroads of radicalism 'and o

technology. With the spread of chemi'cal,

biological, 4and nuclear weapons, along with

 ballistic missile technology, even weak .
" states and smallgroups"could gain a'

catastrophic power to strike great nations.

2



~ Our enemies have declared this very
iIntention, and have been caught Seeking
, these terrible weapons. They want the
B capability to blackmail us, or to harm our
friends, or to strike our people — and we will

oppose them with all our power.



t For much of the last century, America’s
~ defense lrelied on the Cold War doctrines of -

deterrence and,‘ containment. In éome £
" cases those strategies StiII apply, but new

~threats also require new thinking.

Deterrence — the promise of massive

~ retaliation against nations — means nolt-hing
‘against shadowy terrorist networks with no

= vnaition‘o‘r _C_iti'zén’s to defend.

24



‘ Containment is hot possible when
unbalanced dictators with weapons of mass

 destruction can deliver those ‘weapons‘on
missiles, o'r;écretly provide them to }

terrorist allies.

25



. | | 'We cannot defend Amerlca and our frlends .

by hoplng for the best We cannot put our
| fa|th in the word of tyrants who solemnly
S|gn non-prolrferatlon treatles,* and then
systemlca|ly break them If We wait fOr .
| threats to fuIIy materlallze we wm have

| wa|ted too long.



~ Homeland defense and missile defense
. ~are part of stronger security, and essential .
priorities for America. Yét the war on ferror |
~wil nbtbe won on.»th‘e defensive.

e
o

21



We must take the battle to the enemy,
- disrupt hi‘s pl'ans, and confront the WOrst
"thireats before they emerge. In the new -
| worId we have enterect the only pathto |
| safety IS the path of actlon And this Natlon

| _w|IIj act.



Ovur securlty WI|| requwe the best -
o mtelhgence to reveal threats hldden in
 caves and.growmg in Iabo_ratorles. Ouir |
| security wil require mod’ernizing domestic
‘agenC|es such as the FBI, so they are
. prepared te act and act qunckly agamst

-.r'dangen

29



E O‘ursecurity will require transforming the
 military you will lead - a military that must
; be ready to str’iké at a} momehtfs notice in-
': any dark corner of ther world. And our
‘security will require all Americans to be
~ forward-looking and resolute — to be ready
~ for preemptive action when necessary to |

- defend our liberty and our lives.

30 :



* The work ahead is difficult. The choices

we will face are complex. We must uncover

terror cells in sixty or more countries, using

s every tool df finance, intelligence, and Iaw., |
~ enforcement. Alo'ng with our friends and

 allies, we must oppose proliferation and
~ confront regimes that sbonsor terrOr, as

each case requires.

31



‘Some nations need military training to fight

terror, and we will provide it. Other nations

| oppdse térror, but tOIera'te thé hatred that" __

leads to 'terror—'an_d,that must change. We |

S will send diploma’ts’where they are needed,
: .a»r31d we will send yo.u_,'our‘ soldiers, Whér.e .

you are needed.

32



- AI'I nationsthatdecidefoyr aggression

ahd terror will pay a pricé. We wil not

 leave the safety of America and the peace
 of theplanet at the mercyofafew mad
" terrorists and tyrants. We will ift this dark

o threat fr'om our country and from the wo_rld'.

33



' Because the war on terror will require
resolve and patiehce; it wiII also require firm
 moral purpose. In this way on struggle is
similar to the Cold War.A Now, as then, 'our' |
- enemies are totalitariahs, holding a creed of
i power with no place for human dignity. |
o Now, as t‘heh_,. they seek to Impose a joyrless
~ conformity, fo control every life and aI'I\of e

life.

34



- America confronted imperial communism in

many different ways — diplomatic, ‘
~economic, and military. Yet moral clarity .’
- "Was eeeential to eu'r victory in the CoId Waf.
When Ieaders I|ke John F Kennedy and

| Ronald Reagan refused to gloss over the

o brutallty of tyrants they gave hope to ;

| pnsoners, and d|SS|dents,, and eX|Ies, and

rallied free nations to a great cause.

35



Some worry that it s somehow
~undiplomatic or impolite to Speak.the -
| |énguage ‘of'r‘ight andv wrong. | disagree.
~ Different circumstances fequiredifferent
methods, but not different moralities. Moral
- truth is the same in every Culture, in every
time, and in every place. Targeting
innocent civilians for murder is always and

everywhere wrong.



o Br‘utalityxagainstwomen is always and
» everywheré wkong. There can be no.v: |
- neutrality between justice and cruelty,
betweehthe innocent and the guilty. We
" arein a conflict between g_ood‘and,evi’l, and
IAAm'erica will call evil by its name. By
confronting evil and lawless regimes, we dd
hot créate a problem, w_'e reveal a problem

~ —and we will lead the world in opposing .



 As we defend e e, we also have
an hist‘Oric opportunity to preserve‘ the 4‘

‘peace. We have our bé.st chance since the
rise of the nation-state |n the 17" century tcj -
build a world where the great powers N

- compete in peace instead Of prepare for

. war.

- 38



~ The history of the last century in
- particular was dominated bya series of - |
“destructive national rivalries that left

~ battlefields and graveyards across the
earth. Germany fought France, and the |
| Axris fought the Allies, and then the East

R fought the West, in proxy wars and tense

standoffs\, against a backdrop of nuclear

Armageddon.
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~ Competition between great nations is
~ inevitable, but armed conflict, in 4c'>u_r world,
is not. More and more civilized nations find
| durselvgs on the same side — united by
common dahgers of terrOrist violence ahd

- chaos.
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- 'Ai’rnerica has —-a‘nd intends to" keep —
m|I|tary strengths beyond challenge maklng |

] the destablllzrng arms races of other eras I» ‘

| pomtless,and _I|m|t|ng rrva}lrles to trade and

other pursuits of peace.

| '4'1



B e

 Today the great powers are also
‘increasingly united by common values,

o inStead of divided by conflicting ideologies.
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The United States, Japan and our Pacific
friends, énd‘now all of ’Europe, sharea
~ deep commitmeht to human freedom,
embodied in strong alliances such as
. NATO. And the tide of Iibérty IS rising in
many other nations. Generati‘ons of West
Point officers planned and practiCed for }

baﬁttlesvwith Soviet Russia. ‘
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| have just returned from a new Russia,
now a country reaching toward democracy,
and our partner in the War against terror.
Even in China, leaders are d'iscovering'th\at
“economic freedom is the only lasting source '
of national wealth." In time, they will find

~ that social and politiCaI freeddm Is the »onI'y

~ true source of national greatness.

44



~ When the great powers share common
values, we are better able to‘,‘co‘nfront |
sérious regiona'l cbnflicts together — better
~ able to cooperate in preventing the spread
~ of violence or economic cha’ovsv. In the past,
great power fivals took sides in difficult
regional problems, making divisions deeper

and more complicated.
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Today, from the Middle East to South Asia,

we are gathering broad intern.ational

coalitions to increase the pressure for
peace. . We must build strong, great power

relationships when times are good, to help
manage crisis when times are bad.

America needs partners to preserve the

‘ peéce, and we will work with every nation

| thét shares this noble goal.
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: Finally, America stands for more than

the absence of war. We have a great E
opportunity to extend a just peace, by

replacing poverty, repression, and

~ resentment around the world with the hope

- ofa better day. |
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L

Through most of history, poverty was
’ persistent, 'ines_Ca'paine,‘ and aImOSt

universal. In the last few decades, we have

~ seen nations from Chile to South Korea

build modern economies and freer
societies, lifting millions out of despair and

~ want. There is no mystevry tofthis |

achievement.




The twentieth c'e'ntury ended with a single
surviving mode}l of huhan progress, based
on non-negotiable demands of human .
dignity — the rule of IaW Iimits on the
power of the state ... respect for women ...
private property ... fre:é speeCh ... equal

~justice ... and religious tolerance.
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America cannot impose this vision — yet
~ we can support and reward governments
| that make the right choices fo_r their own
people. In our development aid, in our
| diplomatic efforts, in our international
broadcasting, and i‘n our educational
assistance, the United States will promote
moderation, tolerance, and human rights.
“And we wi" defend the peace that makes all

- progress possible.
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When it comes to the common rights
and néeds of men and women, there is no
clash df c.iviliz‘atio'ns. The'r'eq'ui‘rem’ents of
freedom apply i-n full_to Africa, a»nd Latin

America, and the entire Islamic world.
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The peoples of Islamic nations want and
deserve the same freedoms and

1 .

opportunities as peoplé In revéry nation.
' And their governments should listen to their
hopes. Atrul_y strong nati'oh WiII permit

| legal avenues of dissent for all groups that

pursue their aspirations without violence.

. |



~ An advancing 'nation will pursue economic
 reform, to unleash the great entrepreneurial -

energy of its people. A thriving nation will 1
respect the rights of women, b'ecause no
- society can prosper while denying |

opportunity to half its citizens.

SKI



Mothers, fathers, and children across
the Islamic world, and all the world, share
the same fears end asplratrons In poverty
they struggle In tyranny they suffer And
as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation they' |

celebrate -
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» America hés a greater objective than
| cdntrolling threats and containing
' reéentment.' We will work for a just and

peaceful wbrld'beyond the war on terror.
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' - The bicentennial class of West Point
now enters this drama. With allin the
Uhited States Army, you will stand between

“your fellow citizens and grave danger.

56



"You will help establish a peace that allows
~millions éround the world to IiVe in liberty
- and grow in prosperity. You Will face times
of calm, and times of crisis. And every test |
will find you prepared — becauSe you aré |
- the men and women of West Point. You
leave here marked by tﬁe charaCter of this
“academy, carrying with you the highest

i_dei‘als of our Nation.
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Toward the end of his ije, Dwight

' Eisenhower recalled the first day he stood

on the plain at West Point. “The feeling

‘came over me,” he said, “that the |

expression ‘The United States of Ame.ric'a’

would now and henceforth mean something

~different than it had ever befbre. From here
on, it would be the Nation | would be

serving, not mySeIf.”
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o Today,’your Iast~d'ay at West Point, you
begin a Iife of se*‘rvi'ce, in a career unlike any
other. You have answered a callingto
hardship and purpose, to risk and honor. At |
the end of every day you will know that you
have faithful‘ly done your duty. May you |
always bring to that duty the high’ standards ‘

of this greatAm‘e’rican’_ institution.
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May you always be worthy ofthe long g’ray
line that stretches two centuries behind you.
On behalf of the Nation, | congratulate each
one of you for the commission you have
earned and the credit you bring to the

~ United States of America.

Thank you.
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