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‘Deputy U.S. Permanent Representatlve to North Atlantrc Treaty Organlzatlon

' Rlchard Olson is Deputy U S. Permanent Representatlve to North Atlantic Treaty

“Organization (NATO). . He i is a career Forelgn Servrce Ofﬂcer and a member of the o

Senlor Forelgn Servrce

" Prior to hIS aSS|gnment to. NATO he was dlrector of the Ofﬁce of Iraq (NEA/I) at the

. U.S. Department of State.  He had previously served in Iraq, volunteering to work w1th

- the Coalition Provisional Authonty (CPA) as Governorate Coordinator for the: Provmce
~of Najaf. Mr. Olson, while serving as the CPA’s Governorate Coordmator for Najaf in -

~ March 2004, was ambushed north of Mahmudlyya by approximately 12 Iragis in three" -
. separate positions." His vehicle took several hits, with his. Salvadoran dnvers engagmg :
R }*the assallants kllhng three of the msurgents : :

?~Mr Olson Jomed the U. S Department of State i in 1982 ‘He has served overseas in

o ‘Mexico; Uganda, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia (as the Embassy's liaison officer to General ..
' Schwartzkopf during the 1991 Gulf War), Ethiopia, and the United Arab Emirates (where B

" “he’ served both at the U S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi and as U.S. Consul General in
o Dubal) S | . o . ; |

- H|s Washmgton as3|gnments mclude State Department Operatlons Center (tvwce)

.~ NATO Desk and the Office of Israel and Palestlman Affairs (tvwce lncludlng as
- D|rector) : . , _

B He graduated from Brown UnlverSIty in 1981 recewmg an A. B ln Law and Socnety

o (Honors) and Hlstory

o Mr Olson has been awarded the Secretary of Defense S Exceptronal Civilian Service. -

Award (for his serwce in Iraq) and the State Department S Superlor Honor- Award. (three‘ :

3 .tlmes)

) Mr Olson is. marned to Forelgn Serwce Offlcer Deborah Jones currently the .
u. S. Ambassador to Kuwa|t They have two daughters - :
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