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Joint Press Availability with President Sarkozy of France 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 

.·November 7, 2007 

We just had an extensive conversation, one that yqu'd expect good friends to have. We talked 
about Iran and the desire to work jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give up their riuclear 
weapons ambitions, for the.sake of peace.·. 

· I believe it is important for us to send clear signals to the Iranian government that the free world 
understands the risks of you trying to end up with a nuclear weapon. 

Remarks at the National Defense University 
October 29, 2007 

Missile defense also helps us dissuade nations from developing nuclear weapons. Through our 
missile' defense partnerships with nations in Asia and Europe and the Middle East, we can help 
friends and allies defend against attack. These defenses will. build their confidence, an:d these. 
defenses. will make it less likely that they will feel {the need to) 
respond to the nuclear ambitions of Iran and North Korea by developing nuclear weapons of 
their own. · 

The President's News Conference 
October 22, 2007 

.·The President: Well, I don't know yet. What I'm. abou~ to tdl you is, is that I'm looking forward 
to getting President Putin's readout from the meeting. I th!nk one of the--the thing I'in interested 
in is whether or not he continues to harbor the same concerns that I do.And I say ''continues" 
Because when we were in Australia, he reconfirmed to me that it is--he recognized it's not in the 
world's interest for Iran to have the capacity to make a nuclear weapon. And they have been 
very supportive in the United Nations, and we're working with them on a potential third 
resolution.· . 

So that's where my concerns--I don't worry about the pictures. I understand why they meet. I am­
-will continue to work with Russia, as well as other nations, to keep a focused effort.on sending 
Iran aJmessage that--' 'YOU will remain isolated if you continue yo~r ~uclear weapons .. 
ambitions." 

Q. But you definitively believe Iran wants to build a nuclear weapon? 
, ' - • • I 

. . . 

The President. I think so long--uritil they suspend and/or make it clear that they--that their 
statements aren't real, yes, I believe they wantto have the capacity, the knowledge, in order to 

r 

( 



make a nuclear weapon. And I know it's in the world's interest to prevent them from doing so. I 
believe that the Iranian--if Iran had a nuelear weapon, it would be a dangerous· threat to world 
peace. 

But this is-~we got a leader in Iran who has announced that he wants to destroy Israel. So I've 
told people that if you're interested in avoiding world war III, it seems like ym1 ought to be 

-interested in preventing them from have the knowledge neqessary to make a nuclear weapon. I 
takethe threat of Iran with a nuclear weapon very seriously, and we'll continue to work with all 
nations about the seriousness of this threat. Plus, we'll continue working the financial. measures 
that we're in the process of doing. In other words, I think--the whole strategy is, is that at some 
pointintime, leaders or responsible folks inside.oflran may get tired of isolation and say, "This 
isn't worth it." And to me, it's worth the effort to keep the pressure on this Goyernment. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
West Hempfield Township, Pennsylvania 
October 8, 2007 

And so our objective with Iran is to peacefully deal with the issue and convince the Iranians to 
give up tneir nuclear weapons ambitions for the. sake of peace ... 

,_ 

?l ou know, in Iran, we're dealing with a country where the leader has said that he wants to 
destroy Israel. My belief is that the United States will defend our ally, Israel. This is a leader who 
has made very provocative statements, and we have made it clear, however, in spite of that, that 
we're willing to sit down with him, so long as he suspends his 
program-:"-his nu~lear weapons program. In other words, it's his choice, not mine anymore; 

The President's News Conference with European Union Leaders 
May7, 2007 

We talked. about Iran and the need for our nations to continue to work closely together to _send a 
unified message to the Iranians that their development of a nuclear weapon is unacceptable to 
peace. 

The President's News Conference 
April 9, 2007 

Q. Back to Iran, sir. ABChas beeh reporting that Iran will be capable of building a nuclear bomb 
within 2 years. Have you seen evidence that Iran is accelerating its nuclear program? · 

The President: I haven't seen the report that you just referred to. I do share concerns about 
Iranian intention to have a nuclear weapon. I firmly believe that iflran were to have a nuclear 
weapon, it would be a seriously destabilizing influence in the Middle East. And therefore, we 
have worked to build an international coalition to try to convince the Iranians to give up their 

/ 
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· • weap~n, to tnake it clear that theyhave choices to make-:-Whether the choice be isolation ol" 
.· · . missed qpportunity to grow their economies; And. so we take your-•we take seriously the 

attempts of theira.nians to gain a nuclear weapon. 

·• ·. ( . . . 

Q'. Have you seen eyidence of an acceleration though? 

.·.· the '.President: Y oU: know, I'm not going to talk about any intelligence that rve seen,. one way o~ 
. the other. But I do want you to know how seriously we take the Iranian nuclear issue. As a r . 
maher of fact, itis the cornerstone ofoµr Iranian policy. It is.;-and that's why we spend alot of 

·time. in working with friends, allies, concerned people to rally · . . . . .. · .·. . . . .. 
international suppqrt, to make it clear to the Iranian people that there isra better option for them. 

·. . . :. . ". . 

·Now,we have no problem, no.beefwith the Iranian people. We value their history; we value . 
. their traditions.But their Governrn.ent is making some choices that will continue to isolate them: 

and deprive them of a better economic; future. So \Ve take the issue very seriously'. · . 

The Presidellt's News Conference · 
· · February19,2007 .· 

There's a fot we can worktogether on, and that's what's important for American people to ·. 
. ( . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

·µnperstand, We know.that we've got common goals· that make sense for both our peoples; Two· 
such gi>als are Iran, convincing the Iranians toget rid tif its nuclear weapons. 

·.' .. ," \ . . . 
The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

And .so: this is a multilateral approach to try to get the Government to alter its course on a 
nuclear weapo11:s progra~. 

I can't think of any more robust diplomacy than to have more than one party at the table talking · 
to theJranians. And we did so through the United Nations at this case. If they.want us at the 
table, we're more than willing to come, but there must be a verifiable suspensiOnof this 
weapons program that is causing such grave concern. ~· 

·' .· . . 

The President's News Conference wit4 Prime Minister Tony Blair. of the {Jnited Kin·gdom 
.)'uly31;2006 · · · · · . 

President aush. Want me to start? My tnessage is, give up yournuelear weap6n andyour ntrdear 
·weapon ambitions'. That's my message to Syria--1 mean, to Irari. · · 

... 
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Joint Press Availability with President Sarkozy of France 
Mount Vernori, Virginia 
November 7, 2007 

We just had an extensive conversation, one that you'd expect good friends to have. We, talked 
about Iran and the desire to work jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give up their nuclear 

' ' ' 

weapons ambitions, for the sake of peace. 

I believe it is important for us to send clear signals to the Iranian government that the free world 
understands the. risks of you trying to end up witq a nuclear weapon. 

Remarks at the National Defense University 
October 29, 2007 

Missile defense also helps us dissuade nations from developing nuclear weapons. Through our 
missile defense partnerships with nations in Asia and Europe and the Middle East, we can help 
friends and.allies defend against attack. These defenses will build their confidence, and.these 
defenses will ·make it less likely that they will feel (the need to) 
respond to the nuclear ambitions,ofiran' and North Korea by developing nuclear weapons of, 
their own: 

The President's News Conference 
October 22, 2007 

/ 

The President: Well, I.don't know ye,' t. What I'm about to tell yo., u is,, is that I'mJooking .fotwar.d 
, to getting President Putin's readout from the meeting. I think one ofthe--the thing I'm interested 

in is whether or not he.continues to harbor the same concerns that I do~, And I say ''continues". , 
because when we were in Australia, he reconfirmedto me that it is--he recognized it;s notinthe 
world's interest for Iran to have the capacity to make a nuclear weapon. And they have been 
very supportive in the United Nations, and we're working with them on a potential third 
resolution. ' 

So that's where my concerns--! don't worry about the pictures. I understand why they meet. I am­
-will continue to work with Rus,sia, as well as other nations, to keep a focused effort on sending 
Iran a message that--' 'You will remain isolated if you continue your nuclear weapons 
ambitions." -~ 

Q. But you definitively believe Iran wants to bui.Id a nuclear weapon? 
' ' 

The President. I think so long--until they suspend and/or make it clear that they~·-thattheir 
, statements aren't real, yes, I believe they want to have the capacity, the knowledge, in order to 



.... ·-:· 

.,,. ·· ..... · 

· make a ~uclear weapon. And I know it'.s ~n the world's '.interest to preventthemfrom doing ~~LI 
.. believe that the Iranian-.:.iflran had a nuclear weapon, it would be adangerous threat to vyorld, . 

. . . . . . .';. ·. ·.. . . ··\. 

peace; 

.. Butthis is.;.-we got ·a ieader in Iran who has .announced that he.wants to destroy Israei. Sorve 
told people tliatif you're interested in avoiding world war III, it seems like you oug1:it to. be . ' .. 
interested. iri preventing them from have the kn~wledge necessary to make a. nuclear weapon: I· 
take the threat ofiran with a nuclear weapon very seriously, and we.'11 continue to work with all.· .. 

•.. nations about the seriousness. of this threat Plus, we'l(coiltinue working the financial measures 
that Wf!re in the protess of doing. In other words/I t4ink-.:the whole strategy is; is tha,t atsome .· 

:poh1tih.time, leaders or responsible folksinside of Iran may get tired of isolation.and say, .. ''f'hi~. 0 
isn't worth .it." And to me, it's wm:th t1:ie effort. to keep. th~ pressure on this Gov~mpient: .. . . 

. Remarks and a Question-and-Answer ~ession 
·West H:empfield Township~ Pennsylvania 
·· ·october 8', 2007 ·· ·· ., ... 

. . ~ :- . 

: ·And so our objective with Ir~n is to peacefully de~l with the issue arid convi~ce the" lraniarts to 
:give up their nuclear weapons ambitions. for the Sake ·of peace ... 

-~ ... 

. . . You know, in Iran, we're dealing with a country wherethe feaqer has said that he w~rtts fo . 
destro)'Israel. My belief is that the United States will defend our ally, IsraeLThis is a leader who· 

' li11s. made very provqcative statements, and. we have made it ·clear' however, ih spite of that, that 
we're willing to sit down with him, so long as'he suspends his ' . ·. . .. ·· .• 
prograrii.c..:.his nudea~ weapons program~ In other words, it's his. choice; not mine anymore .. 

The P~esident'·s News Conference with :EurQpe~n Union Leaders -
.. • .•. May 7, 2.007 

We talked about Iran and the need: for· our nations to •continue to work closely together to send a· 
- .unified·message to the Iranians that their development of a nuclear weapon.is unac.ceptableto 

.. peace. 

'· The President's News Conference.·.· 
April 9, 2007 

'. 

" . . ~ .. ' 

· Q. Back tolran, sir. ABChas been reportingthatlran wiH b~ capable of building anuclearbomb : 

·. ~ ..... ,. 

-~ 

within 2 y~ars. Haye you seen evidence that Iran is accelerating its nuclear program? · · ' 

'·"'·· •. t 

. The President: I haven't seen thereport that you just referred to. I po shareconcemsab~ut 
· .• ··.,.:. L.,.... ,. ·.-·· : .. ,' .. ____ :; . ~ .... , 

Iranian intention to have a nuclear weapon. I firmly believe that if Iran were fo have a· nuclear' 
\Veapon,. it would be a seriously destabilizing influence. in the.· Middle East. And therefore, we 
. have" worked to build an,intemational coalition to try to convince the Iranians to• give up their 

.. r .·. 

/ ' ' 



. ' ' . ' 

weapon, to make it clear that they hav~ choices to make--whetherthe choice be isojation or 
• missed opportunity to grow their economies. And so w""f take your--we take seriously the 

attempts of the Iranians to gain a nuclear weapon. 

Q'. Have you seen evidence of an acceleration though? 

The President: -You know, I'm not going to talk about any intelligence that I've seen, one way or 
the other. But I do want you to know how seriously We take the Iranian nuclear issue. As a 
matter of fact, it is the cornerstone of ourlranian policy. It is--and that's why we spend a lot of 
time in working with friends, allies, -concerned people -to rally 
international support, to make it clear to the Iranian people that there is a better option for them, 

- Now, we have no problem, no beef with the Iranian people. We value their history; we value _ 
- their traditi_ons. But their Government is making some choices that will continue to isolate them 

and deprive them ofa better economic future. So we take the issue very seriously. 

- -

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

There's a lot we can work together on, and that's what's important for Americanpeople fo 
understand; We know that we've got common goals that make sense for both our peoples. Two 
such goals are Iran, convincing the Iranians to get rid of its nuclear weapons; 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

And so this is a multilateral approach to try to get the Governmentfo alter its.course ona 
- nuclear weapons program. - - -

I can't think of any more robust diplomacy than to have more than one party at the table talking 
to the_ Iranians. And we did sothrough the_ United Nations at this case. If they want us at the 
table, we're more than willing to come, but there mustbe a verifiable suspension of this -
weapons program that is causing such grave concern. 

I . ' • ' 

The President's News Conference with Prime Minister Tony BlairoftbeUnitedKingdom 
July 31, 2006 --

President Bush. Want me to start? My message is,. give up your nuclear weapon a_nd your nuclear 
--weapon ambitions. That's my message to Syria--lmean, tolran. - -



Withdrawal Marker 
The George .W .. Bush Library_ 

SUeJECTffITLE PAGES. .DATE,,· RESTRl~TJON(Sj 

Chart .· '[cilartl l .'NJ) .. Pl/bl' P5· ' .'' 

.: .. ·: 

· • This marketJdentifies the original location of t)te withdrawn-item listed a]>ove. 
" For a. complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdtawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of tile folder . 

. ·· .. · . 

. COLLECTION; 
.·. Counselor's Office 

SERIES; 
Gillespie; Edw~rd (Ed)- Confidential Files 

FOLDER TITLE; 
Uran]' [Folder 21 

FRC ID:" ' 
39235 

OA Ntim.: 
·CF 0841' 

NAJU Niiiii.: 
851 

... · FOIA. IDs J!nd Segment~: 

· .2014-0301-F 

. :.· . 

;. 

. . 

.. , Presidential.Records lct-[~4~U.S.~. 2204(a)J --· 
RESTRICTION CODES 

. Pl National Secifrity Classified Information [(a)(l) o( the PRAJ 
· P2 Relating fo die appointinent fo Federal office [(a)(i) of the PRA) 
P3 Rel~ase would violate a Federal statute [(a)(J) of the.PRAJ 

·· P4 Release ~ould di_sclhse trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
· ... financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Retease:.would disciose confidential advise between the President 

. and .his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release wQuld. constitute a clearly unwarranted invasioq of 

personal privacy ((a)(6)of the PRAJ • · · 

PRM. Persb~al reco~d ~isfile defined hi accordance with 44'U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of' Gift Restricti0.ns 

· A. Closed by Executive Orde~ 13526 governing access to national 
• >, < security information, , .. :· ' •C, • . . 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated tlile document. 
·· c: t:%sed.hi' accordancj!.with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift •. 

J1r.~edom oflnformation Act, [S U.S.C. SS2(b)F 
. .. ·: " ". '· . . 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the F()IA) 
· b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and pra('.tices of· . 

. an agency ((b)(2) of the FOIA) . . . · 
b(J) Release would violate. a Federal statute [(b)(J) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release ~ould disclose trade secrets iir confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ · 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

•: personal privacy [(1?)(6) of the FOIAJ · 
b(7) Release would disclose infor111ation compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of .the FOIA) 
. b(8) Release would disclose information concerrting the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
b(9) Release would disclose 'geological or geoph}'.siCal iriforma:tion 

.. concerning wells [(b)(9) oftheFOIA] ·.· 

· · This Document ·was withdral!iil on 3121/2014 by er/ 



Joint Press Availability with President Sarkozy of France 
Mount V ~rnon, Virginia 

. November 7, 2007 

We just had an extensive conversation, one that you'd expect good friends to have. We talked 
about Iran and the desire to work jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give up their nuclear .. 
weapons ambitions, for the sake of peace. 

I believe it is important for us to send clear signals to the Iranian government that the free world 
understands the risks of you trying to end up with a nuclear w~apon. 

Remarks at the National Defense University 
October 29, 2007 

. \ ' 

Missile defense also helps us dissuade nations from deyeloping nuclearweapons. Through our 
missile·defense partnerships with nations·in AsiaandEurope and the Middle East, we can help 
friends and allies defend against attack. These defenses will build their confidence, and these 
defenses will make it less likely that they will feel (the need to) . 
respond to the nuclear ambitions oflran and North Korea by developing nuclear weapons of 
their own. 

The President's News Conference 
October22, 2007 

. The. President: Well, I don't know yet. What I'm about to tell you is, is that I'm looking forward 
Jo getting President Putin's readout from the meeting. I think one of the~-thething I'm interested 
in is.whether or not he continues to harbor the same concerns that I do. Arid.I say' 'continues" 

· b.ecause when we were in Australia, he reconfirmed to me thatit is\-he recogni?.edit's 11ot in.the 
· world's interest for Iran to have the capacity to make a nuclear weapon. And they have been .. 

very supportive in the Unite.d Nations, and we're working with them on a potential tµird 
resolution. . · ··· · 

So that's where my concerns--I don't worry about the pictures. I understand why they meet I am~ 
-will <?Ontinue to work with Russia, as well as other nations, to keep a focused effort on sending 
Iran a m.essage that--'' You will remain isolated if you continue your nuclear weapons · 
ambitions." · 

Q. But you definitively believe Irariwants to build a nuclear weapon? 

The President. I think so long--until they suspend and/or make it clear that they--that their 
st~tements aren't real, yes, I believe they want ?o have the caPltcity, the knowledge, in order to 

\· 



\ 

make a puclear weapon. And I know it's in the world'~interestto prevent them fromdoing so.I 
believe. that the Iranian--if Iran had a nuclear weapon, it Would be. a dangerous threatto world 
peace. 

But this is--we got a leader in Iran who has announced that he wantsto destroyisrael. SoI've 
told people that if you're interested in avoiding world war III, it seems like you ought tobe ·. 
interested inpreventing them from have the knowledge necessary tp. make a nuclear weapon. I 
take the threat of Iran with a nuclear weapon very seriously, and we'llcontinue to work with all 
nations about the seriousness. of this threat. Plus, we'll continue working the financial ·measures 
.that we're in the process of doing. In other words, I think--the whole strategy is, is that at some 
point in time, leaders or responsible folks inside of Iran may get tired of isolation and say, ''This 1~ 

-·isn't worth it." And to rrie, it's worth the effort to keep the pressure on this Go;vemment. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session, 
WestHefi1:pfield Township,· Pennsylvania 
October 8, 2007 · 

. . . 

And so our objective with Iran is to peacefully deal with the issue and convince the Irar1ians to 
•.give up their nuclear weaponsambitions for the sake of peace.,. . 

. . ' 

You know, in Iran:. we're dealing with a country where the leader has said that he wants to 
destroy Israel. My belief is that the United States will defendour ally, Israel. This is a leader who 
has made very provocative statements, and we have made it clear, however, in spite of that, that 
we're willing to sit down with him, so long as he suspends his 
program'--his nuclear weapons program. In other words, it's his choice, notmine anymore. 

The President's News Conference with European Union Leaders 
May 7,2007 

' . . . ' ' . ' 

We talke,d about Iran and the need for our nations to continue to work closely together to send a 
unified message to the Iranians that their development of a nuclear weapon is unacceptable to 
peace. 

The President's News Conference 
April 9,2007 

. ' ' 

Q. Back to Iran, sir. ABC has been rep6rting that Iran will be capable of building a nuclear bomb 
within 2 years. Have you seen evidence that Iran is accelerating its nuclear program? 

The President: I haven't seen the report thatyoujust referred to. I do share concerns about· 
Iranian intention to have a nuclear weapon. I firmly believe that if Iran were to have a nuclear 
weapon, it would be a seriously destabilizing influence in the Middle East. And therefore, we 
have worked to build an international coalition to try to convince the Iranians to give up their 

' • - - ' - ' ' '1 



:z. 

weapon, to make it clear that they.have choices tomake-.;whether the choice be'isolation or· 
•missed.opportunity to grow theireconomies: And so we fake your--wetake.seriously the· 

attempts of the Iranians to gain a nuclear weapon. 
. . . ' . . . 

Q. Have you seen evidence of an af::celeratioh though? 

. The President: You know, Tm not going .to talk about a11y intelligence that I've sey11; · .. one way, or . 
the other. But I do want you to know how seriouslywetake the Iranian nuclear issue. As a . 
matter of fact, it is· the cornerstone of our Iranian policy. It is.;'."and that's why we spend a lot of 
time in working with friends, allies, concerned people to rally 
internationalsupport, to make it clearto the lranian people that there. is a bc:tter option for them. 

Now, wehave no problem, no beef with the Iranian people, We value their history; we value 
their traditions .. Buttheir Government ismakingSOII1e choices that will continue to isolate them 
and deprive them of a better economic futµre, So w.e take the issue very seriously. 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

There's afot we can work togetheron, andthat's\vhat's important for Americanpeople to 
understand. We knowthat we've got common goalsthat make sense for both our peoples. Two 
such goals are Iran, convincing the Iranians fo. get rid of its nuclear weapons. · 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

And so this is a multilateral approach to try to·get the GovernmentJo alter its course ona 
., 

nuclear weapons program.· 

I can't think of any more robust diplomacy thanto have more than one party at the table talking 
to the Iranians. And we did so through the United Nations at this case. If they want us at.the · 
table, we're more than willing to come, but there must be a verifiable suspension of this 
weapons program that is causing such grave concern. 

. . 

The President's News Conference with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom 
Ju.ly 31, 2006 

President Bush. Waritme to start? My message js, give up your nuclear weapon and your nuclear 
weapon pmbitions. That's my message toSyria--Lmean, to Iran, 
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Joint Press Availability with President Sarkozy of France 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 
November 7, 2007 

We just had an extensive conversation, one that you'd expect good friends to have. We talked 
about Iran and the desire to work jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give up their nuclear 
weapons· ambitions, for the sake of peace; 

I believe it is important for us to send clear signals to the Iranian government that the free world · 
understands the risks of you trying to end up with a nuclear weapon. . 

Remarks at the National Defense University 
October 29, 2007 

Missile defense also helps us dissuade nations from developing nuclear weapons. Through our 
missile defense partnerships with nations in Asia and Europe and the Middle East, we can help 
friends and allies defend against attack. These defenses will build their confidence, and these 
defenses will make it less likely that they will feel (the need to) 
respond to the nucloor ambitions of Iran and North Korea by developing nuclear weapons of 
their own. 

The President's News Conference 
October 22, 2007 

The President: Well, I qon't know yet. W.hat I'm about to tell you is, is that I'm looking forward 
to getting Presiden.t Putin's readout from the meeting. I think one of the--the thing I'm interested 
in is whether or not he continues to harbor the same concerns that I do. And! say ''continue.s'' 

· because when we were in Australia, he reconfirmed to me that it is--he recog11ized it's not in the ... 
world's interest for Iran to have the capacity to make a nuclear weapon. And they have been 
very supportive in the United Nations, and we're working with them on a potential third 
resolution . 

. So that's where my concerns-~ I dori't worry about the pictures. I understand why they meet. I am­
-will continue to work with Russia, as well as other nations, to keep a focused effort on sending . 

: Iran a message that--' 'You will remain isolated if you continue your nuclear weapons 
ambitions." 

Q. But you definitively believe Iran wants to build a nuclear weapon? 

The President. .I think so long--until they suspend and/or make it clear that they--that their, 
statements aren't real, yes, I believe they wantto have the capacity, the knowledge, in order to 



make a nuclear weapon. And I know it's in the world's interest to prevent them from doing so. I 
believe that the Iranian--if Iran had a nuclear weapon, it would be a dangerous threat to world 
peace. 

But this is--we got a leader.in Iran who has announced thathe wants to destroy Israel. So I':ve 
told people that if you're interested in avoiding world war III, it seems like you ought to be , 
interested in preventing them from have the knowledge necessary to.make a nudear weapon. I 
take the threat oflran with a nuclear weapon very seriously, and we'll continue to work with0 all 
nations about the seriousness of this threat. Plus, we'll continue working the financial rµeasures 
that we're in the process of doing. In other words, Ithink--the whole strategy is, is that at some . 
point in time, leaders or responsible folks inside of Iran may get tire.d of isolation and say;, ''This. 
isn't worth it." And to me, it's worth the effort to keep the pressure on this Government. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
West Hempfield Township, Pennsylvania 
October 8, 2007 

And so our objective with Iran is to peacefully deal with the issue and convince the Iranians to 
give up their nuclear weapons ambitions for the sake of peace ... 

You know, in Iran, we're dealing with a country where the leader has said that he wants to. 
destroy Israel. My belief is that the United States will defend our ally, Israel. This is a leader who 
·has made very provocative statements, and we .have made it clear, however, in spite of that, that 
we're willing to sit down with him, so long as he suspends his 
program-'"his nuclear weapons program. In other words, it's his choice, not mine anymore. 

The President's News Conference with European Union Leaders 
May 7, 2007 

We talk~d about Iran and the need for our natio11s to continue to work closely together to send a 
unified message to the Iranians that their development of a nuclear weapon is unacceptable to 
peace. 

The President'.s News Conference 
. April 9, 2007 

Q. Back to Iran, sir. ABC has been reporting that Iran will be capable of building a nuclear bomb 
within 2 years. Have you seen evidence that Iran is accelerati?g its nuclear program? . 

The.President: I haven't seen the report that youjust referred to. I do share concerns about 
Iranian intention to have a nuclear weapon. I firn1ly believe that if Iran were to have a nuclear 

. we.apon, it would be a seriously destabilizing influence in the Middle East. And therefore, we 
have worked to build an international coalition to try to convince the Iranians .to giv'e up their 

' '\ . ' ' . ' . ' . . , ·-



. weapon, to make it clear that they have choices to make-'-whether the choice be isolatio~ or 
.. missed opportunity to grow their economies. And so we take yoinr--we take seriously the 

attempts of the Iranians to gain a nuclear weapon. 

Q. Have you seen evidence of an acceleration though? 

The President: You know, I'm not going to talk about any intelligence that I've seen, one wayor 
. the other. But I do want you to kno:w how seriously we take the Iranian nuclear issue. As a 
matter of fact, it is the cornerstone of out Iranian pol\cy: It is--and that's why we.spend a lotof 

. tin1e in working with friends, allies, concerned people to rally. · 
· international support, to make it clear to the Ira1lianp~ople that there isa better option for them. 

Now, we have no problem, no beef with the Irariian people; We value their history; we value · 
their traditions. But their Government is making some choices that will continue to isolate them 
and deprive them of a better economic future. So we take the issue very seriously. 

The President's News Conference 
. February19,2007 

' ' . . . '. . 

There's a lot we can work together on, and that's what's important for American people to 
understand. We know that we've got common goals that make sense for both our peoples.· Two 
such goals are Iran, convincing thelranians to get rid of its nuclear weapons. 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

. ( 

And so this is a multilateral approach to try to get the Government to alter its course on a 
nuclear weapons program. 

I can't think ()f any more robus~ diplomacy than to have more than one party at the table talking 
to the Iranians. And we did so through the Uni~ed Nations at this case. If they want us at the 
table, we're more than willing to come, but there mU:st be a verifiable suspension ofthis. ' 
weapons program that is causing such grave concern. 

The President's News Conference ·with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United :Kingdom 
July 31, 2006 · 

President Bush. Want me to start? My message is, give up your nuclear weapon and your nuclear; 
weapon ambitions. That's my message to Syria-~Imean, to Iran. 

' ) 
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J oinf Press Availability with President Sarkozy of France 
Mount Vernon, Virginia · · · 
November 7, 2007 

'· 

· We just had an extensive conversation, one that you'd expect good friends to have. We talked 
aboutlran and the desire to work jointly to convince the Iranian regime to give up their nuclear , · 
weapons ambitions, for the sake of peace. · . .. 

I believe it is important for us to send clear signals to the Iranian government thatthe free world 
understands. the risks of you trying to end up with a nuclear weapon. 

Remarks at the National Defense University 
October 29, 2007 

Missile defense also helps us dissuade nationsfrom developing nuclear weapons; Through our 
missile defense partnerships with nations in Asia and Europe and the Middle East, we can help 
friends and allies defend against attack. These defenses will build their confidence, and these 

, defenses will make it less likely that they will feel (the need to) 
respond to the nuclear ambitions of Iran and North Korea. by developing nuclear weapons of 
~~~n. . .. 

The President's News Conference · 
October 22, 2007 

The President: Well, l don't know yet. What I'm about to tell you is, is tha.t I'm lookingforward 
to getting PresidentPutin's readout from the meeting. I think one of the--the thing I'm interested 
in is whether or not he continues to harbor the same concerns that I do. And I say ''continues" 
because when we were in Australia, he reconfirmed to me that it is--he recogniiedit's not irfthe 

· world's interest for Iran to have the capacity to make a nuclear weapon. And they have been 
very supportive in the United Nations, and we're workingwith them on a potentialthird 
'resolution. · · 

. ) 

So that's where my concerns--I don't worry· about the pictures. I understand why they meet.· I am-
-will continue to work wtth Russia, as well as other nations,to keep a focused effort on sending 
Iran a message that--"You will remain isolated if you continue your nuclear weapons· 
ambitions." 

Q. But you definitively believe Iran wants to bui.ld a nuclear weapon? 

The President. I think so long~-ui1til they suspend and/or make it cleat thafthey--that their 
. statements aren't real, yes, I believe they want to have the capacity, the knowledge, in order to . 

\ \ 
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make a ~uclear weapon. And I know H's Hi the worldis iHf~te§F to prevent them from doing so. I .· 
believe that the Iranian--if Iran had a. nuclear weapon, it would be a dangerous threat to world 
peace. 

·But this is--:we got a leader in Iran who has announced th.at he wants to destroyisrael. So I've 
told people that if you're interested in avoiding world warHI, it seems like you ought to be 
interested.inpreventing them from have the knowledge necessary to make anuclearweapon, I 
take the threat oflran with a nuclear weapon very seriously, and we'll continue to work with all 
nations aboutthe seriousness of this threat. Plus, we'll continue working the firiancialmeasures 

/ ' ' ' ' ' - ' _. ' . ' '- ' ·.' '.:. 

tha.t we're in the process of doing. In other words, I think--the whole strategyis, is that at some . 
point in time, leaders or responsible folks inside oflran may get tired of isolation and say, "This 
isn't worth it" And to me, it's worth the effort to keep the pressure on this Government. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
West Hempfield Township, Pennsylvania 
October 8, 2007 

And so our objective with Iran is to peacefully deal withthe issue and convince the Iranians to 
give up their nuclear weapons ambitions for the sake of peace ... 

You know, in Iran, we're dealing with a country where the leader has said that he wants to 
.destroyisrael. My beiief is th.at the United States will defend our ally, Israel.This is a leaderwho 
has made very provocative statements, and we have made it cleat, however, iri spite of that, that 

. we're willing to.sit down with him, so long as he suspends his 
. program--his nuclear weapons program. Inother words, it's his choice, not mine anymore. 

· · The President's News Confer~nce with European Union Leaders 
May7, 2007 

We talked about Iran and the n~ed for our nations to continue to work closely together to send a, 
unified message to the Iranians that their development of a nuclear weapon is unacceptable· to ... 
peace. 

ThePresident'sNews Conference 
April 9, 2007 

Q. Back to Iran, sir. ABC has been reporting that'Iran will be capable of building a nuclear bomb . 
within 2 years. Have you seen evidence that Iran is accelerating _its nuclear program? 

The President: I haven't seen the report that you just referred to. I do share concerns about 
Iranian intention to have a nuclear weapon. I firn1ly believe that iflran were to have a nuclear 
weapon, it would be a seriously destabilizing influence in the Middle East.1 And therefore,.we· 
have worked to build an international c~alitioi;i to try to convince the Ifaniaris to give up their 

~I 
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weapon, to ·make it clear that they hav,~ choices to make--whether the choice be isolation or 
\ • missed opportunity to grow thelf econ~mies. And so w"f take your--we take seriously the 

attempts of the Iranians to gain a nuclear weapon. 
\, 

Q. Have you seen ~vidence of an acceleration though? 

. The President: You know, I'm not going to talk about any intelligence that I've seen, one way or 
the other. But ldo want you to know how seriously we take the Iranian nuclear issue. As a 
matter of fact, it is the cornerstone of our Iranian policy. It is--and that's why we spend a lot of 
time in working with friends, allies, concerned people to rally 
international support, to make it clear to _the Iranian people that there is a better option for them,. 

Now, we have no problem, no beef with the Iranian people. We value their history; we value 
their traditions. But their Government is making some choices that will continue to isolate them 
and. deprive them of a better economic future. So we take the issue very seriously. 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

There's a lot we can work together on, and that's what's important for American people to 
understand. We know that we've got common goals that make sense for both our peoples. Two 
such goals are Iran, convincing the Iranians to get rid of its nuclear weapons: 

The President's News Conference 
February 19, 2007 

.· :iAnd so this is a multilateral approach to try to get the Governmentto alter its course on a 
nuclear weapons program. 

I can't think of any more robust diplomacy than to have more than one party at the table talking 
to the Iranians. And we did so through the United Nations at this case. If they want us at the 
table, we're more than willing to come, but there must be a verifiable suspension of this 
weapons program that is causing such grave concern . 

. . The President's News Conference with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the Unitecl Kingdom 
July31, 2006 

President Bush. Want me to start? My message is, give up your nuclear weapon and your nuclear 
weapon ambitions. That's my message to Syria~-I mean, to Iran. / ' ,, 
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