
' ' 

'2014.10299-F [ l Wednesday, March 04, 2015 

FOtA,Marker 
' .. ·,_ ·- -·- ·-

This is nbta textual retcYrd. This FCYIA Marke:r ihdicates that material has been reh'ibved 
. , I 

'. duringFOIA processing by George w. Bush Presidential Library staff. 

: ! 
' Staff Secretary, White House Offh::e of the 

Mie·rs,Harriet E."' Presidential Remarks 

·,Location or NARANumber: 
Stci'ck: Row: Sect.: Shelf: F>os;: · . Hollinger lb: 

w 17 

: i 

Folder Title: . ! 

-. I 

'i 
~ . .! 

'' 
I 

.i 

15 5 1 6024 ' 18959 5404 

Re'matks cm t:lectiot1 Retform Principles - 07/31/2001; 7'55662 

oA Number: 



Withdrawn/Redacted Material 
The George W. Bush Library 

DOCUMENT ·FORM SUBJECTfflTLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 
NO. 

001 Sp~ech Remarks on Election Reform Principles Draft #7 16 07/31/2001 Transferred 

002 Draft Remarks on Election Reform Principles Draft #7 [page 3] 07/31/2001 P6/b6; 

003 · Draft Remarks on Election Reform Principles Draft #7 [page 3] 07/31/2001 P6/b6; 

004 Draft Remarks on Election Reform Principles Draft #7 with 07/31/2001 P6/b6; 
footnotes [page 4] 

COLLECTION TITLE: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E.:- Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks orn Electic;m Reform Principles- 07/3112001; 755662 

FRCID:. 
6024 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Ctassified Information [(a)(l) ofthe PRA] 
.p2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRAI 
P4 Relea~e would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial inforination [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his adviso~s, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 Release wo~ld con~titute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] · 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security informatiOn. · . 

B. Closed by statute of by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. ' 

2014-0299-F 

Freedom oflnformadon Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules.and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled.for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA[ 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

Page I of I This document was prepared on Friday, April JO, 2015 



. i 

EOP R*1S - Barcode Scanning Sheet 

MEY'ER_A 

. Barcode Scanning Sheet 

Collection Code: CT RACK 

Staff Name: PRESIDENT 

Document Date: 07/31/2001 

Correspondent: 

Page 1of1 

755662 
SP 

Subject/Description: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: REMARKS ON ELECTION 
REFORM PRINCIPLES - JUL 31 01 

· ! ~~ffe\NN!E[Q). 

. ' 
i 

~v 
©~M 

http://saeop82/RMS/custom/jsp/caseentry/BarcodeScanningSheet.jsp 6/10/2008 



THE PRESIDENT 

Rem~rks on Election Reform PrinCiples TH£ PRES/DENT ff SEEN 
. . ~~ 

Draft f7 . ·· . . · · Cf'~ 
. July 3!1, 2001 ·. · · · . · 

i ,' 

After the last election, two former 
! ' } 

Presidents and a panel of distinguished 
I , 

Amiericans from both- political· parties 
I 
I 

gatrered to consider w·ays to improve 

America's election s:tstem/They have 

) pro·duced. an impressive report. 

,i \ 

,. ! 

I 

P~esenration·CGPJ-Gemge W~. leASh ~g 



1. 
THE PRESIDENT 

. !. 

Today, I accept their report-· and I 

recommend some key principles drawn . 

from the report as guidelines for reform. · 
' . . --~· ----~·-------
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THE PRESIDENT 

i 
. \ 

Acknowledgments 
I' , 

• President Jimmy Carter -• 
I -

• President Gerald Ford, who cannot be 
' 

' 

·present today, but who is represented 

by .former House Minority Leader and 

• M1embers of the Comm1ss1on .- __ -

. • Attorney General John Ashcroft 

• i 
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I, 
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'· ' ' 

' I, 

i 
i 

THE PRESIDENT 

. ·Our American democracy is an . 

ins~iration to the world.IYet the work of· 
I - . r 

imp1roving it is never finished. President 
i &&~ . ' . ' 

' . . ! 

Jim,my Carter and President Gerald 
' 

. Ford - two men ·who took part in another 

close election a quarter century ago and 

went on to forge a· close friendship -

h.av:e together produced 

rec9mmendations for modernizing our 

eleqtoral system . 

. i 
' ' 

I 

'i 
I 

1\ .... ·W" --7 ., ·' Z!Q 
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THE PRESIDENT 

~--~~~ ' 

iAtitl'I~~ the University of 
i 
i 

Virginia's Miller Center of P~1i.::airs 

.. · and1 the Century Foundation.Mr. Carter 
i 

andi Mr. Ford recruited a commission .of · 

20 ~istingui.shed American·s from both 
I ·-'"'- j 

i 

parties and every region of the country/ I 

resri>ect the members so much that I I 
' i 

app:ointed one of them Ambassador to 

Jap~n: Senator Howard Baker. 
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; 
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! 
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THE PRESIDENT · 

I 

: The others continued to ta,ke · 

. teslimony.,They held.bearings in four 

states,· 1ist~ned to dozens of witnesses, 

and consulte~ widely with state and 

local officials. And th!3Y identified some 
. . . . \ l . . . 

·important co cerns. The overeagerness 
I . . , -.- .-····· .. -

of th~a to rep rt the outcome of 

ele~tions can distort elections Some 

voti!ng _m~!IQds have much higher error 
--~ - . ·. ·. 

; 

· rates than others. 

3 
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THE.PRESIDENT 

i 
I 

And citizens with disabi:lities or with 
I 

I 

' i 

limited proficiency in English can 
I . 

encounter obstacles to the exercise of 
. i 

thei~ democratic rights. 

,. ' 
I 
i 
I 

' 
'! 

' ': 
I 

! . 
; 

I , 
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THE PRESIDENT 

I 

'The commissioners brought a broad 

.div_ersity of personal experience.to bear, 

Seyen commissioners, in addition to 

President Ford and President Carter, 
I . 

have been elected to office themselves, 

anq have seen America's voting 
, . I./ 

ptoicedLJres up close and personal.{ 
. . 

Other rl'l_~_rrrbers have had experience 

e~ o_~r .N .. §1i.Q"O.~,s.~.cJvJ.Lrtgh_ts and 
• - . _ _. •. ~-.- ·.-·-· -•-·c. .. "''"'"~ £4 . 
I· 

' 

·voting rights laws. 

' ' . 

I 
. I 

I 
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I I'·, 

i .·. 

' : THE PRESIDENT· 

. I 

: 
' 

Oth:ers are experts in constitutional law 

and the mechanics of our government/ 
i . . 

I . I 

This commission's idealism is reinforced 

. by aeep practical expertise. 

' ' \ . 
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i---- -~ --------- : 
I - THE PRESIDENT 

1 · 'The commissioners offer many 

rec;ommendations.to strengthen our 
. I 

i 

electoral system. Those -
i 

recommendations are grou·nded in four 

fundamental principles, which I endorse 
i ' ' 
,_ 

anq recommend to the Congress . 
.. i 

l 
i 

' I 
I 

i 
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' 
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I 
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I 
THE PRESIDENT 

, :First, our Nation must continue to 
I 

res:pect the primary role of state, GQ~,oty, 
• ·--···-·-· • • • - • o:;,-:;,'"'1(.$, 

and l()?al governments irl ~l~S~.on4 In 

2000, more than 100 million Americans 
i 

cast votes in more than 190,QQ_O polling 
j ~tr···~,<OG>:.,.µ...,""°""''"'"" -

' 

playes under the s~pervision of 1.:.1 
' 

mill:ion pollworkers. Our Nation is vast 
, I \ • 

I 

. antj vastly diverse - our elections 
i . . 

can1not and should not be run out of 

Washington, D.C. 

' I 
I 

8 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Second, the federal government can 
I 

hav~ a limited but responsible role in 
" ' - ,;;:.-;",:-c~;:;:i,,., .. ~ •. ,.,.,~ .• ,,~,.,.·~·h';.:l -.·~-~"'·'·''"h"'·''-':~s. .• e.•.-;•·~·;~- ""(-"1:«!'<,'il.~...(-"'1'.!!""F;'~"""""'"":<"''"'"''?.:'!''"~;'c~ '"-"'2l<'iil ·._... • ... - --·-"· ,.. % 

· assisting states and localities to solve 
' ,,,\_.-.' • : • •• .. , q ~. --C'"""o-""''°'ff...'"~"-·">-f'"=.._.-., .... ;,,M • ·~ 

. ' . 

·_ thefr problems with election 

administration, so that our voting 
I 

. · tecmnology and practices respect the 

valwe of every eligible vote. 

'; 
I 

r . 
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I 
I 

THE PRESIDENT 

\TSirdt we must actively and 

vigorously enforce the l?WS that protect 

the!voting rights of ethnic and racial 
i 

min!orities - of citizens who do not speak 
I 

English fluently-_ and of the elderly and 
; 

persons with disabilities. Let m.e say, by 
i ~ ··' 

the :way, how pleased' I am that the 

-commission cites the state of Texas as 
I, 

a m'.odel of voting accessibility. 

10 



THE PRESIDENT 

,Fourth and figally, we must act to .. 
uphold the voting rights of members of 

i ·. . . . .. · . .·. • 
' 

the
1 

armed· services and of Americans 

Jivimg abroad We must safeguard 

ab~entee ballots against abuse; and we 

must ensure that those Americans who 
I 

risk their lives to defend American 
I .· . 

derhocracy are never prevented from 
' 

. participating in American democracy. 

11 . 

' . i 

j ' 

' ! 

.1 



THE PRESIDENT 

'i i 

.These are some of the core 
I 

· prin:ciples underlying the Commission's·. 

report. They are princip!les that should 

guide us alL 

f . 

' 

. I 12 
I 

. ' 

I 

. i 
I 



. • 

THE PRESIDENT 

i 
I ' 

11 commend the commissioners for 
i i 

thek statesmanlike work./They have . 
\ . . . . 
"' 

ris6n above partisan emotionsto otfer 

practical suggestions for improving our 

· democracy/And Congress should rise 
. I . 1 •· . 

· to tthe occasion and foll:ow·their 

. exaimple . 

13 
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Remarks On Election Reform Principles 
July; 31, 2on1 · · · 
Draft.#7 · 

: Atte.r,the last election, two former Presidenfsand a panel of 
, ,.distinguished Americans from both political parties :gathered to consider 

· · ways.to improve America's election system. They have produced an 
impnessive report. Today, I accept their report'-;- and I recommend some 

. key Principles drawn from the report as guidelines for reform. · . 
i 

' ' !. ·. . 
Acknowledgments i 

.. 

• . P;resident Jimmy Carter 
• .· Piresident Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is 

represented by former House Minority Leader and Co:chairman of this 
Commission, Bob Michel [MIKE-uhl] 

• · Members of the Commission · 
• Attorney General John Ashcroft 

· I Our Americandemocracy is an inspiration to the world. Yet the work 
··of i~proving itis never finistied. President Jimmy Carter and President 
Gerald Ford - two men who took part in another cl.ose election a quarter 
centµry ago and went.on to forge a close friendship- have together 
pro9uced recommendations for modernizing our electoral system. 

' ' .1:. 

. 

1 With the aid of the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public 
Affai,rs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a 
commission of 20 distinguished Americans· from both parties and every 
regid>n of the country. I respect the members so much that I appointed one 
ofth:em Ambassador to Japan: Senator Howard Saker. 

/ 

The others continued to take testimony. They held hearings in four 
· states, listened to dozens of witnesses, and consulted widely with state and 

local officials. And they identified some important concerns. The 
overeagerness of the media to report the outcome of elections can distort 

.elections. Some voting methods have much higher error rates than others . 

. AndjciUzens with disabilities or with limited proficiency in English can 
encounter obstacles tq the.exercise of their democratic rights. 

' . 

·--~--------------.C ______________ .c.__ ____ _ 



~--------r 

. . 

1 
The commissioners brought a broad diversity of personal experience . 

. to ?ear. Seven commissioners, i.n addition to Presid~nt Ford and President 
Carter, have been elected to office themselves, and have seen America's 

·voting procedures up close and personal. Other members have had 
I . . . . . . 

ex~erience enforcing our Nation's civil rights and voting rights laws;· Others 
are experts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government. 
This' commission's idealism is reinforced by deep practical expertise. 

. . ~ 

: The commissioners offer many recommendations to strengthen our 
· electoral system. Those recommendations are grounded in four 
fundamental principles, which I endorse and recomm.end to the Congress.· 

I . ·. ·. . 

! First, our Nation must continue to respect the primary role of state, · 
coqnty, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 1 OOmillion 
Americans castvotes in more than 190,dOO polling places under the 
supervision of 1.4 million pollworkers. Our Nation is vast and vastly diverse 
- our election~ cannot and should not be run out of Washington, D.C. · 

: Second, the federal government can have a limited but responsible 
·role in assisting states and localities to solve their problems with election 
administration, so that our voting technology and practices respect the 

· valtlJe of every eligible vote. · 
. . 

: Third, we must actively and vigorously enforcethe·laws that protect 
theivoting rights of ethnic and racial minorities - of citizens who do not 
speak English fluently- and ofthe elderly and persons with disabilities. Let 
me:say, by the way, how pleased I am that the commission cites the state 

. o(Texas as a modelof voting accessibility. 
··t ' 
·; '.• . . .• '. . . . 

1 Fourth and finally, we must act to uphold the voting rights of members . 
. . of the armed services and of Americans living abroad. We must safeguard 
ab~entee ballots against abuse; and we must ensure that those Americans 

. who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never prevented 
from participating in American democracy. . · ·· 

I· 
i 

. These are some of the core principles underlying the Commission's.· .. 
report. They are principles that should guide us alL · · ·· 

• . • • • I 

: I commend the commissioners.for their statesmanlike work. They 
have risen above partisan emotions to offer practical suggestions for 
. I . . . 

2 

( 



improving our democracy. And Congress should ti$e to the occasion and 
follow their ·example. 

Dtaftedby: 

.. l 

. ! 

David Ftam, Office of Speechwfiting 
Office: 2021456 .. 5640 

I . _ -_ (b )(S) _ _ - I 
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Remar~s on Election Reform Principles 
I 

July 31, 2001 
Draft #7 

.· i 

After the last election, two former 

Presidents and a panel of distinguished 

Americans from both political parties 
' 

gath,ered to con~ider ways to improve 

America's election system. They have 
' . 

produced an impressive report. 



Today, I accept their report - and I 
i 

' 

recommend some key principles drawn 
f • I 

' 

frorh the report as guidelines for reform . 

. . 
. II 

\ 
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• PresidentJimmy Carter 
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• President Gerald Ford, who cannot be 

prepsent today, but who ls represented . · 
i . 
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by· former House Minority Leader and 

Co-chairman of this Commission, Bob 
I 
I 

. Mi:chel [MIKE-uhl] . 

• Members of the Commission 
! 

. • Attorney General John Ashcroft 
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. i 

111 

---'-------'----'----~-----'--------~--'---'---------~- -- ------ -



; ' 

Our American democracy is an 
I 

insp:iration to the worl,d. Yet the work of· 

improving it is never finished. 'President 
! 

' . 

Jimmy Carter and President Gerald 

For~ ~ two men who took part in another 

. clos~ election a quarter century ago and 

wen 1t on to forge a close friendship -
! 

· have together produced. 
' ' 

recommendations for modernizing our 
I 

electoral system. 

1 

i 
' I 

1 



. With the aid of the University of 
I 

I 

Virg!inia's· Miller Center of Public Affairs 

and\ the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter 
i 

( 

and! Mr. Ford recruited a commission of 
I . 

I 

· 20 distinguished Americans from both 
' ' 

part,ies and every region of the country. I 
! 

respect the members so much that I 
I : . . . . 

apppinted one of them Ambassador to 

Jap~n: Senator Howard Baker.• 
1. 

,, 

\ 2 
' ' 

l ' 

! 
i 



----- ---------i--

!The others continued to take 
- - I 

I 

- tes,imony. They held hearings in fo.ur 
I 

states, listened to dozens of witnesses, 
i , ' 

I 

and consulted widely with state and 
I 

loc~I officials. And they identified some 

imp:ortant concerns. The overeagerness· 
' ' ' 

of the media to report the outcome of 

eleetions can distort elections. Some 
,' i 

voting methods have much higher error 
I 
I 

I 

rates than others. 

. i 
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And citizens with disabiNties or with 

limited proficiency in English can 
' 

encounter obstacles to the exercise of 

, their democratic ri€Jhts. 



I 

The commissioners brought a broad 

diversity of personal experience to bear. 
' 

· Se\len commissioners, in addition to 
! 

President Ford and Pres·ident Carter, 
! 

have been elected to office themselves, 
I 

-

and! have seen America's, voting 
i 

procedures up close and personal. 
I , 
I 

Other members have had experience 

enforcing our Nation's civil rights and 

votimg rights laws. 
! 
I 

5 



I 

. I 

Others are experts in constitutional law 

and. the mechanics of our government. 

This commission's idealism is reinforced · 
' ' 

by deep practical expertise. 

i . 
I' 
1 

6 

i ·; 

I \ 

I 



The commissioners offer many 
I I 

I 

recqmmendations to strengthen our 
' r 

. i 
I 

electoral system .. Those·. 

recqmmendations are grounded in four 
I 

fundamental principles, which I endorse 
' ! 

andi recommend to the Congress. 
I 

. I 

; 

• I 

I ' 

I 

i 

' 
' 

' ' 
I 

' 
' 
I 

I 

7 



First, our Nation must continue to 

respect the primary role of state, county, 

and
1 

local governments in elections. In 
i 

2000, more than 100 million Americans 

· ·cast votes in niore than 190,000 polling 

. plades under the supervision of 1.4 
I 

millton pollworkers. Our Nation .is vast 
I 

and 1 vastly diverse - our elections 
I 

cannot and should not be run out of 
! 

Washington, D.C. 
! 

8 

. i 

l 
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I 
i 

i 

Second, the federal government can 
I 

' : 

have a limited but responsible role in 

assisting states and localities to solve 

their problems with election 

adniinistration, so that our voting 
' 

tecH
1

nology and practices respect the 

valuie of every eligible vote . 
. ·· I ·. . 

I . 

9 

( 

• i 

I 
i 

.. 
I 



' i 

' i 

I 

Third, we must actively and ' 
i 

vigorously enforce the laws that protect , 
I 

the voting rights of ethnic and racial 

minqlrities - of citizens who do not speak 

English fluently - and of the elderly and, 
I 

I , 

persons with disabilities. Let me say, by 
I ' 

the ~ay, how pleased I am that the 
I 

com:mission cites the state of Texas as ' 
I 

a model of voting acces:sibility. , 

10 



Fourth and finally, we must act to 
! 
I 

uphold the voting rights /of members of 
I 
i 

the armed services and of Americans 
I 
I 

living abroad. We must safeguard 
I , 

absentee ballots against abuse; and we 
i 

mus;t ensure that those Americans who · 
I 

risk their lives to defend American 
! ' 

democracy are never prevented from 
I ' 

I 

part~cipating in American democracy. 

11 



I 
I 

These are some of the core~ 

prin~iples underlying the Commission's 
i 

report. They are principles that should 

guiqe us "all. 

I 

' 
' 
i 
1. . 

I 

i 

12 



I commend the commissioners for 
! 
I 

. their statesmanlike work. They have 
i 
I 

· riseh above partisan emotions to offer· 
! 

pira¢tical suggestions for improving o,ur 

democracy. And Congress should rise 
I 

i ' 

to the occasion and follow their 
l 

·.·. i 

exafnpl'e. 
' I 

13 



Remarks on Election Reform Principles 
Julyi31, 2001 
Dra~t #7 

i 
i 

· i After the last election, two former Presidents and a panel of 
disut1guished Americans from both political parties gathered to consider 
ways to improve America's election system. They have produced an 

. ! •. .. . 

impnessive report; Today, I accept theirreport - and I recommend some 
key principles drawn from the report as guidelines for reform. 

Acknowledgments 

• President Jimmy Carter 
• President Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is 

represented by former House Minority Leader and Co-chairman of this 
Commission, Bob Michel [MIKE-uhl] 

i . • 

• Members of the Commission 
• , ~ttorney General John Ashcroft 

, 
l· . 
! Our American democracy is an inspiration to the world. Yet the work 

of irmproving it is never finished. President Jimmy Carter and President 
Gerald Ford - two men who took part in another close election a quarter 
century ago and went on to forge a close friendship - have together 

. produced recommendations for. modernizing our electoral system. 

With the aid of the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public 
Affairs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a 
commission of20 distinguished Americans from both parties and every 
region of the country. I respect the members so much that I appointed one 
of tnem Ambassador to Japan: Senator Howard Baker. 

i The others continued to take testimony. They held hearings in four 
stat~s. listened to dozens of witnesses, and consulted widely with sta.te and 
!oca.1 officials. And they identified some important concerns. The 
ove~eagerness of the media to report the outcome of elections can distort 
elec~ions. Some voting methods have much higher error rates than others. 
And!citizens with. disabilities or with limited proficiency in English can 
encct>unter obstacles to the exercise of their democratic rights. 

i 

1 



, , The commissioners brought a broad diversity of personal experience 
to bear. Seven commissioners, in addition to President Ford and President 
Carter, have been elected to office themselves, and have seen America's· 
voting procedures up close and personal. Other members have had. 
exp~rience enforcing our Nation's civil rights and voting rights laws. Others 
are ~xperts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government. 
Thisj commission's idealism is reinforced by deep practical expertise. 

' 
I 

! The commissioners offer many recommendations to strengthen our 
electoral system. Those recommendations are grounded in four 
fundamental principles, which I endorse and recommend to the Congress. ··.· 

i First, our Nation must continue to respect the primary role of state, 
· coumty, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 100 million 
Am~ricans cast votes in more than 190,000 polling places under the 
supervision of 1.4 million pollworkers. Our Nation is vast and vastly diverse 

. -:-- odr elections cannot and should not be run out of Washington, D.C. 

Second, the federal government can have a limited but responsible 
role ,in assisting states and localities to solve their problems with election 

I 

administration, so that our voting technology and practices respect the 
valu~ of every eligible vote. , 

I 
I 

Third, we must actively and vigorously enforce the laws that protect 
the voting rights of ethnic and racial minorities - of citizens who do not· 
speak English fluently - and of the elderly and persons with disabilities. Let 
me say, by the way, how pleased I am that the commission cites the state 
of Texas as a model of voting accessibility. 

! 
r 

! Fourth and finally, we must act to uphold the voting rights of members 
of thle armed services and of Americans living abroad. We must safeguard 
absentee ballots against abuse; and we must ensu.re that those Americans 
who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never prevented 
from participating in American democracy .• 

! 

. ! These are some of the core principles underlying the Commission's 
repqrt. They are principles that should guide us all. 

I \ 

i . .. . . \ 
: I commend the commissioners for their statesmanlike work. They 

have risen above partisan emotions to offer practical suggestions for 
'I 

2. 



i .· .· ... ' . 
improving our democracy. And Con'gress snould ris·e to the occ·asi6n and 
follow thelr example. · 

Dratted by: 

. I 

i 

·,I 

' ' 

' i 

'i 

i 

David Ftum, Office of Speechwfiting 
Office:· 2021456-5640 
I . . . (~)(S) . I 
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Remarkspn.Election Reform Principles 
Julyi31, 2001 
Draft #7 / ' 

I After the last election, two former Presidents and a panel of 
distinguished Americans from both political parties gathered to consider 

· wayf3 to improve America's election system. They have produced an 
imp~essive report. Today, I accept thei.r report - and I recommend some 
key principles drawn from the report as guidelines for reform. 

! 

Ack1nowl'.~dgments 1 

' 

• ~resident Jimmy Carter 
• President Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is 

represented by former House Minority Leader and Co-chairman of this 
I • 

Comm)ssion, Bob M.ichel [MIKE-uhl] 
• Members of the Commission 
• A!ttorney General John Ashcroft 

' ' ' ' 

I Our American democracy is an inspiration to the world. Yet the work · · 
of i~proving it is never finished. President Jimmy Carter and President 
Ger~ld Ford - two men who took part in another close election a quarter 
cen~ury ago2 and went on to forge a close friendship --' have together 
produced recommendations for modernizing our electoral system. 

i 

With the aid of the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public 
Affajrs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a 
com1mission of 20 distinguished Americans from both parties and every 
region ofthe country.3 I respectthe members so much that I appointed,ione 
of tHem J\mbassador to Japan: Senator Howard Baker.4 

, The others continued to take testimony. They held hearings in four 
stat~s,5 li,stened to dozens of witnesses, and consulted widely with state 

1 Confirmed by John Bridgeland (X62895) and Brian Bescanceny (X62948) of OPD. 
2 In.1976, President Ford lost.to President Carter 48% of the vote to 50.06% of the vote. 
3 "To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report ofthe National Commission on 
Federal Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001. , 
4 Ambassador Baker. was replaced by Robert Michel, still leaving a total of 20 members. "To Restore 

I ·.,. . - . . 

Pride 'and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission on Federal 
Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, p. 99. · 
5 Publ,ic Hearing #1 - March 26, "Citizen Participation"--,-- Carter Center, Atlanta, Georgia; Public 
Heari~g #2-+ April 12,"Election Administration" - Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Simi Valley, 



. ~: 
I . 

and, local:officials.6 And they identified some important concerns. The 
overeagEih1ess of the media to report the outcome of elections can distort 
eleqtions.7 Some voting methods have much higher error rates than 
oth~rs.8 And citizens with disabilhies9 or with limitedproficiency in English1 ~ · 

can 1 encdunter obstacles to the exercise of their democratic rights. 

The commissioners brought a broad diversity of personal experience · 
to b1ear. $even commissioners, in addition to President Ford and President· 
Carter, hc:.we been elected to office themselves, and have seen America's 

· voting procedures up close and personal. Other.members have had 
experience enforcing our Nation's civil rights and voting rights laws. Others 
are :expel-ts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government' 
Thi5i commission's idealism is. reinforced by deep practical expertise. 

1 

The commissioners offer many recommendations to strengthen our 
. electoral system. Those recommendations are grounded in four .. 
fundamental principles, wh.ich I endorse and recommend to the Congress.11 

1 First, our Nation must continue to respect the primary role of State, 
cou~ty, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 100 . 
mJllipn 12 Americans cast votes in more than 190,00013 polling places under 

! 

Caiifo'rnia; Pub.lie Hearing #3 - May 24, "What the Law Requires" - Lyndon 8. Johnson Library & 
Museum, Austin, Texas; Public Hearing #4 - June 5, "The American and International Experience" -
Geral~ R. Ford Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan. · · . · 

·
5 Witn;ess lists can be found on the University of Virginia's The .National Commission on Federal Election 
Refor(n web{ite (http://millercenter.virginia.edu/webcast.htm). . · 
7 ''To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report ofrithe National Commission on 
Feder

1

al Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, Policy Recommendation #8, p.12. . 
8 "To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission on 
Feder

1

al Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, pp.18; 69. 
9 "To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission on 
Federal Elecfion Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, p. 75. . . 
10 "To !Restor~ Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Feoeral El.ection Reform, Draft'- Report to be released August 2001, p. 39. Does not address as a· 
problem of lahguage. Addresses as an income group. . •·· ·· . 
11 Ele0en numbered principal recommendations are in the report. Each recommendation has subsections. 
The four mecitioned are what John Bridgeland of OPD (X62895) felt the President should stress out of 
those .11. 
12 "To IRestor.e Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Federal Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001', p. 29. Confirmed by additional 
sources, 105,586,274 according to the FEC Office of Election Administration. Used numbers from the 
Carten/Ford report to be consistent. . . . · 
l3 "To ,Restor~<Pride and Confidence in the Proces.s of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Feaeral EJection Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, p. 29. Confirmed by additional 
sources, 192,419 as of 1998 from Election Data Services. · · · 

I ••• 
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the ~uper\tision of 1.4 million pollworkers. 14 Our Nation is vast and vastly 
div~rse -.,our elections cannot and should not be. run out of Washington, 
D.C!. .. 

i Second, the federal government can have a limited but responsible 
I . , . 

role'in assisting States and localities to solve their problems with election · 
I ,·· . , 

adrrFnistration, so that our voting technology and practices respect .the 
value of every eligible vote.1

.
5 

. ' 

! 
I 

·

1 Third, we must actively and vigorously enforce the raws that protect 
the yoting rights of ethnic and racial minorities- of citizens who do not . 
speak English fluently16 

- and of the elderly and persons with disabilities. 17 

Let me s?y, by the way, how pleased I am that the commission cites the 
Stat~ of1exas as a model of voting accessibility. 18 

· ·· . ·. · 
s . . 

!_.,·. 

Fourth and f.inally, we must act to uphold the voting rights of members 
of the armed services and of Americans living abroad.19 We must . 

I . . . 
safeguard absentee ballots against abuse; and we must ensure that those 
Am~ricans who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never 
prevented from p9rticipating in.American democracy. 

I ' . . 
~- These are some of the core principres underlying2° the Commission's 

. rep9rt. They are principles that should guide us alL · · 

i I commend the commissioners for their statesmanlike work. They 
have rise.ri above partisan emotions to offer practical suggestions fQr 
imp~oving our democracy. And Congress should rise to the occasion and 

. follow the)r example. 

• . r· ' 

I ', -! , . ' 

14 "To 
1 

Restore'Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy/' Report of the National Com miss.ion 
on Fe~eral Efection Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001', p. 29. Confirmed by additional 
sourc~s. "Report and Recommendations to Improve America's Election System," National Commission on 
Election Standards and Reform, May 2001, p. 8. .· . · . :. · , .. · · 
15 "To IRestor~ Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Feaeral Election Reform, Draft - Report to be ·rele.ased August2001, p. 38 . 

. 
16 This is an idea of the President's; not necessarily addressed as strongly in the report . . . 
17 ''To !Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,"Report of the National Commission 

I • • . . . . ··. 

· on Federal E,lection Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, pp. 18, 69 . 
. .. 

18 "To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Feaeral Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001, p. 75. · . 
19 "To !Restor~ Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy," Report of the National Commission 
on Federal EJection Reform, Draft - Report to b~ released August 2001;, p.8. · . ·. 
20 We lsay underlying here because some are notspelled out in the report, but are the principlesOPD 
wants to put forward. 
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Drafted by: 

. i 
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i 
• ! 

David Frum, ()ffice of S(Jeechwriting · 
Office: 2021456-5640 · 
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