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Draft #7

' ‘?""EAfterthe last election, two former
Pre5|dents and a panell of d|st|ngwshed'
-'Amerlcans from both polltrcal partles -
| gathered to consider ways to improve

—_—
Amerlca S eleotlon system/They have

produced an |mpressrve report




THE. F’RESIDE_NT .

Today I accept thelr report and |

recommend some key p”nClples drawn

from the report as QU|deI|nes for reform;'-' |
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| THE PRESIDENT

e Acknowledgments

e Presrdent Jlmmy Carter

. PreSIdent Gerald Ford who oannot be '

L present today but who IS represented
“ by former House Mrnorrty Leader and -
:_,Co chairman of this Commyssion, Bob
~ Michel [MIKE-uhl] /)(:T
| ,‘. Members of the Commrssron -

B . Attorney General John Ashcroft
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THE PRESIDENT

Our Amenoan demoora cy rs an

'msprratlon to the worId Yet the work of

| "|mprovmg it is never f|n|shed Pre3|dent o

,Jlmmy Carter and President Gerald
,' Ford two men who took part in another
e olose election aquarter century ago and‘ o

o went on to forge a close fnendshlp -

TR | have together produoed

,-,reoommendatlons for modernlzm our |

{".»__;jv}_eleotoral system

preservation Copy — George W, Bush Handwrit




THE PRESIDENT |

15 ¢ o
MA-t-h-t-h-e—a-rd of the UnlverS|ty of
V|rg|n|a S Mlller Center of Pulollo Affalrs

and the Century Foundatlon Mr. Carter |

and Mr Ford reorwted a oomm|SS|on of |

o :20 dlstlngwshed Americans from both

. partles and every region of the country I

”respeot the members so much that I .
o ’appomted one of them Ambassador to

o Japan Senator Howard Baker




T-'HE‘ PRESIDENT .

| The others cont|nued to take _
o testlmony lThey heId_[l@_a__rmgS in four

o states I|stened to dozens of W|tnesses

S and consulted W|dely W|th state and

- VIocaI ofﬂmals[&nd they |dentuf|ed some

'_"'-,-|mportant cohcerns. The overea erness i

- of the medla to rep‘ rt the outcome of

eIectlons can distort elections Some

. vot|_ng methods have much hlgher error' s

frates than others

Preservation Copy — George W.



THE PRESIDENT

| And Cltlzens W|th dlsabllltles or W|th

'Ilmlted proﬂmency In Engllsh Can |

m

o elncounter obstacles to the exermse of -

- thelr democratlc nghts

Peeéewau@ss Copy — George W. Bush Handwriti



THE PRESIDENT

The oommISSIoners brought a broad "

S ‘d|verSIty of personal experrenoe to bear e

Seven oommlssmners in add|t|on to

g e

| PreSIdent Ford and Presrdent Carter

o have been elected to offloe themselves,_v'. -

g and have seen Amerloa S votlng

1 ’f

procedures up olose and personal {{f
Other members have had experrenoe

| enforolng our Nat|on S CIVI| rr,_ hts and

> jvotlng rlghts Iaws




. THE PRESIDENT -

Others are experts in constitutional law

: and the mechanlcs of our government/

Thls CommISSIon s |deallsm IS remforced

- vby deep practlcal expertlse




THE PRESIDENT
~ The commissioners offer many -
reoommendatlons to strengthen our

\‘ electoral system Those

‘recommendatrons are grounded |n four :

""fundamental pr|n0|ples WhICh I endorse

and recommend to the Congress




THE PRESIDENT -

| - “ffF'irst our Nation rnUst continue to
- respect the pnmary roIe of state county,
" *  and Iocal governments in eIect|ons/ In

- 2000 more than 100 m|II|on Amerlcansl" |

'-cast votes in more than 190,000 polhng

~—

places under the supervrsron of 1.4 4

B 'm|II|on poIIworkers Our Nat|on is vast

- and vastiy dlverse our eIectlons

o cannot and shouId not be run out of

B Washlngton D. C
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| THE‘“PRESIDENT_

Second the federal government can

_h.ave a Irmklted,but res onS|bIe _roIe in

'faSS|st|ng states and Iocalltles to solve |

' v_“_-‘fthelr problems with eIectlon

admelnlstratlon SO th‘at our VOting‘ :

o ,"technology and practlces respect the

value of every ellglble vote

Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Hemdwriting
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THE PRESID E'NT

Th|rd we must actlvely and

-
o wgorously enforce the Iaws that Qrotect

| the votlng rlghts of ethnlc and raC|aI

o __mlnorltles of C|t|zens who do not speak i

M

| 'Engllsh fluently — and of the eIderIy and
| _persons with dlsabllltles Let me say, by

* ,_the way, how pIeased I am that the
' = Commlsslon cites the state of Texas as o

'   a model of votlng accesslblllty |

;:‘ ‘ Pmﬁ@n mv - Gme W- M " BRI :.»»;*‘ "u;'x_.';z ‘b ‘



 THE ‘F’RE_SI‘DENT" :

'_ Fourth and flnally we must act to
uphold the votin Tights ofmembers of

| the armed serwces and of Amenoans

v ‘..I|V|ng abroad We must safeguard

~ absentee ballots agalnst abuse and we :
~———————_—A

must ensure that those Amerlcans who

- : nsk their I|ves to defend Amerlcan

demooraoy are never prevented from

- | ~,'Vzpart|o|pat|ng in Amerloan democracy

\. . R P ﬁ'maﬁm C@py'- GE0] U W8 “




THE PRESIDENT =
N

These are some of the core
":phnC|pIes underlymg the Commlssmn S
greport They are prmcnples that should

| gwde us all.

| Pﬂ'waﬁ@ﬁ Copy — George W. s




THE _PRES.IJD,TENT'

| Commend the Comm|SS|oners for
| | the|r statesmanllke work They have

25 nsen above artlsan emotlons to offer .

praotloal suggeshons for | |mprovmg our |
" :democracy flAnd Congress should rlse ;
‘to the oocaS|on and foIIow the|r

o -example

i
|
i




| July 31 2001 "

" Remarks on Elect"on Reform Pr|n0|ples

After the Iast electlon two former Presrdents and a panel of

I ‘;g,.fdustlngurshed Americans from both political parties gathered to consrder :
';:—-*{'ways to improve America’s election system. They have produced an-
R |mpresswe report. Today, | accept their report — and | recommend some

e key pnncnples drawn from the report as gmdellnes for reform. -

B Acknowledgments

| o PresrdentJlmmy Carter

o ‘_c’n‘_Presudent Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is |

- represented by former House Mlnonty Leader and Co- charrman of this
- Commission, Bob Michel [MIKE- uhl] '
e ' Members of the Commission -

e Attorney General John Ashcroft S

Our Amerlcan democracy is an |nsp|rat|on to the worId Yet the work

o of |mprovmg itis never finished. President Jimmy Carter-and President
- tGeraId Ford — two men who took part in another close election a quarter

_ '_ gcentury ago and went on to forge a close friendship — have together
’ fproduced recommendatlons for modernrzung our eIectoraI system

o Wlth the atd of the UnlverSIty of V|rg|n|a S Mlller Center of Publlc -
: ;Affalrs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a -
- commission of 20 distinguished Americans from both parties and every
o 'reglon of the country. | respect the members so much that I appornted one |
: ‘_-fof them Ambassador to Japan Senator Howard Baker Sl .

The others contlnued to take testlmony They he|d hearlngs in four -

o -states listened to dozens of witnesses, and consulted widely with state and B
' ‘_Iocal officials. And they identified some important concerns. The S
~~ overeagerness of the media to report the outcome of elections can drstort
e ]"eIectlons Some voting methods have much hlgher error rates than others.
. Andjcitizens with disabilities or with limited proficiency in English can

& .encounter obstacles to the exercrse of the|r dnmocratlc nghts




‘ The commissioners brought a broad d|versrty of personaI experlence

f;to bear Seven commissioners, in addition to President Ford and President

: - Carter, have been elected to office themselves, and have seen America’s
By votlng procedures up close and personal. Other members have had -

g .experlence enforcing our Nation’s civil rights and voting rights laws. Ot'hers 7
o are experts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government
jThls commrssron s |deahsm s relnforced by deep practrcal expertlse

| The commissioners offer many recommendatrons to strengthen our .
B eIectoral system. Those recommendations are grounded in four = - o
| ',fundamentaI prrncrples wh|ch I endorse and recommend to the Congress

|
Flrst our Nation must cont|nue to respect the primary role of state

- "county, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 100 m|II|on C

Americans cast votes in more than 190, 000 polling places under the

D supervrsron of 1.4 million pollworkers. Our Nation is vast and vastly diverse
S = our electlons cannot and should not be run out of Washlngton D. C S

Second the federal government can have a Irmrted but responsnble :

i .‘f'rolle in assisting states and localities to solve their problems with election

Tt administration, so that our votlng technology and practrces respect the -
L value of every e||g|ble vote : : ,

Th|rd we must actlvely and vngorously enforce the Iaws that protect

the! vot|ng rights of ethnlc and racial minorities — of citizens who do not _

- ‘_f"fspeak Englrsh fluently — and of the eIderIy ‘and persons with disabilities. Let =

" ‘meisay, by the way, how pleased | am that the commission cites the state
o of Texas asa modeI of votlng accessrblllty

S Fourth and f|naIIy, we must act to uphold the votlng rlghts of members "_vf, |
- of the armed services and of Americans living-abroad. We must safeguard =
~ absentee ballots against abuse; and we must ensure that those Americans

. who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never prevented
L from partlcrpatlng in Amerrcan democracy ‘ : \

* These are some of the core prmcrples underlylng the Commlssron s

e report They are prlnC|pIes that should gurde us aII

. I commend the commrssmners for therr statesmanllke work They
o have rrsen above partlsan emotions to offer practlcal suggestlons for -

CL




: ‘|mprovmg our democracy And Congress should rlse to the occaS|on and
B follow their example

) Dréﬂed, by Dawd Frum, Offlce of Speechwrmng
B : Office: 202/456-5640 ‘
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: Remarks on Election Reform PnnCIpIes
July 31, 2001 .

~ Draft#7

| After the last eleotlon two former
o PreS|dents and a panel of d|st|ngmshed;,; |
,' Amerlcans from both polltloal partles |
gathered to con3|der ways to |mprove
| Amerloa S electlon system They have

produced an |mpresswe report




Today, | accept their report;—_' and |
recommend some key principles drawn

from the report as guidelines for reform.



| Acknowledgments

. Presrdent Jimmy Carter o

y K PreS|dent Gerald Ford, who cannot be o

present today, but who |s represented .

by former House Mlnorrty Leader and i

| Co Charrman of thrs Comm|SS|on Bob o

'-,',.’Mlchel [MIKE uhl]

- - Members of the Commrssron

e Attorney General John Ashcroft




Our American democracy is an

finsp'iration to the worId Yetthe work of

- 8 f|mprovmg it is never f|n|shed PreS|dent

| Jlmmy Carter and Presrdent Gerald -

Ford two men who took part in another o

| vclose eIect|on a quarter century agoand

'went on to forge a Close frrendshlp -
| Thave together producect |
recommendatlons for modernlzmg our

electoral system



s Wlth the aid of the Un|verS|ty of
;e Vlrgtlnla s Miller Center of Public Affalrs

and the Century Foundatlon I\/Ir Carter

’-‘and Mr. Ford recrU|ted a comm|SS|on of

*120 dlstlngwshed Amerlcans from both |
| partles and every reglon of the country I

;respect the members SO much that |

appomted one of them Ambassador o

Japan Senator Howard Baker



The others cont|nued to take |
| testlmony They heId hearlngs in four

| states I|stened to dozens of W|tnesses

e and consulted wrdely with state and

: IocaI off|CIaIs And they |dent|f|ed some

’|mportant concerns The overeagernessﬁ | "

| | . of the med|a to report the outcome of
eIectrons can d|stort eIect|ons Some .,
- votrng methods have much h|gher error 7

, rates than others |



| And citizens W|th dlsabllltles or W|th

| "‘I|m|ted proficiency in Engllsh can

B encounter obstacles to the exerC|se of

»-,_thelr democratlc nghts __’



" The commissioners brought a broad
diversity of personal eXperi‘ence‘ﬁto bear.
~ Seven commissioners, in addition to
Preeident Ford and President Carter, |
have been elected to office themselves,
.‘a|nd have seen America’s votlng
procedures u,p close and personal.

| 'Other members have had experience
: enforcmg our Nation’s CIVI| rlghts and

,votlng rlghts Iaws



 Others are experts in constitutional law

~ and the mechanics of our government.

‘This commission’s idealism is reinforced

by deep practical expertise.



| : The comm'issionersoffer many"
o recommendatrons to strengthen our

eIeotoraI system. Those | |
B recommendatlons are grounded in four
‘fundamental prrncrples which I endorse

_and recommend to,the Congress.



Flrst our Natlon must contlnue to

respect the pnmary roIe of state, county,

-and local governments in eIeot|ons n

"2000 more than 1()0 m|II|on Amencans R -

. *oast votes in more than 190 ()O() poIIrng B N

. _;places under the superV|S|on of 1.4

o mnlllon poIIworkers Our Natlon is vast

v,"__and Vasﬂy d|verse our eIecttons -

_ _"v_oannot and should not be run out of
' "",;.,"Washrngton D. C ¥



Second the federal government can
have a I|m|ted but respon3|ble role in

assrstlng states and Iocalltles to solve

. thelr problems with electlon

admlnlstratlon so that our votlng
tecHnoIogy and practlces respect the |

'valuwe of every eI|g|bIe vote..
1 |



Th|rd we must actlvely and
wgorously enforce the Iaws that protect
| the votlng rlghts of ethnlc and racial
| m|nor|t|es of C|t|zens who do not speak =
Englrsh quentIy and of the elderly and ’
persons with d|sab|||t|es Let me say, by i
 the way, how pIeased I am that the ‘
commlsslon cites the state of Texas as .

a modeI of votlng accesslblllty




Fourth and finaIIy we must act to
uphold the votrng rlghts of members of
the armed services and of Americans

_I|V|ng ab,road. We mustsafeguard

absentee ballots against abuse; and we

must ensure that those Amer|cans who

r|sk the|r I|ves to defend Amerrcan

- democracy are never prevented from -

| 'partlcrpatlng in American democracy.

1




| These are some of the core |
phnmples underlymg the Comm|SS|on S
. -report They are pr|n0|p||es that should o
QU|de usall. | B
- |




I commend the comm|SS|oners for

o the|r statesmanlike work. They have

nsen above partlsan emotions to offer-
| ,[practlcal suggestions for | |mprovmg our

| democracy And Congress should rise

B | to the occasmn and foIIow thelr

o example
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Remarks on Election Reform PrlnC|pIes
July 31, 2001 '

Drafit #7 _ | o ) | I"E-B;LSQPHB;:EB

| , o '

" After the last election, two formerPresidents and a panel of |
distihguis'hed Americans from both political parties gathered to consider -
ways to improve America’s election system. They have produced an
impressive report. Today, | accept their report — and | recommend some

key pr|n0|ples drawn from the report as gurdellnes for reform.

Acknowledgments

» 'PresudentJlmmy Carter |

o President Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is
represented by former House Minority Leader and Co-chairman of this

~ Commission, Bob Michel [MIKE-uhl]

o Members of the Commission

® ,Attorney General John Ashcroft

; Our American democracy is an tnspirat'ion 'toth'e world. Yet the wo‘rk '

- of improving it is never finished. President Jimmy Carter and President

Gerald Ford — two men who took part in another close election a quarter
~ century ago and went on to forge a close friendship — have together
produced recommendatlons for. modern|2|ng our electoral system.

o W|th the aid of the UnlverS|ty of V|rg|n|a S Mlller Center of Publlc )
Affairs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a
commission of 20 distinguished Americans from both parties and every

" “region of the country. | respect the members so much that | appomted one

of them Ambassador to Japan: Senator Howard Baker

The others contlnued to take testlmony They held hearlngs in four
states listened to dozens of witnesses, and consulted widely with state and
tocal officials. And they identified some important concerns. The
overeagerness of the media to report the outcome of elections can distort
: electrons Some voting methods have much higher error rates than others.
~ And citizens with disabilities or with limited proficiency in English can
encounter obstacles to the exerC|se ot the|r democratlc rlghts
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- The commissioners brought a broad d|verS|ty of personal expenence ,
to bear Seven commissioners, in addition to President Ford and President

- Carter, have been elected to office themselves; and have seen America’s -

voting procedures up close and personal. Other members have had
experience enforcing our Nation’s civil rights and voting rights laws. Others
are experts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government.
This comm|SS|on 'S |deaI|sm is reinforced by deep practlcal expertlse '
| :
' The commissioners offer many recommendatlons to strengthen our
,'electoral system. Those recommendations are grounded in four -

; tundamental principles, which | endorse and recommend to the Congress

F|rst our Natlon must contlnue to respect the prlmary role of state,
' county, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 100 million
- Americans cast votes in more than 190,000 polling places under the

superVISIon of 1.4 million pollworkers. Our Nation is vast and vastly diverse =~

- our eIect|ons cannot and shouId not be run out of Washlngton D.C.

. Second, the federal government can have a I|m|ted but responsible .
role i |n assisting states and localities to solve their problems with election
,adm|n|strat|on so that our voting technology and practlces respect the.
value of every eI|g|bIe vote :

Th|rd ‘we must actlvely and vigorously enforce the laws that protect
the vot|ng rights of ethnic and racial minorities — of citizens who do not’

o speak English fluently — and of the elderly’ and persons with disabilities. Let "

~ me say, by the way, how pleased | am that the commission cites the state

of Texas as a model of vot|ng acceSS|b|I|ty

: 1 Fourth and finally, we must act to uphold the voting rights of members
of the armed services and of Americans living abroad. We must safeguard

absentee ballots against abuse; and we must ensure that those Amerlcans

“who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never prevented

. _ from partICIpatlng in Amencan democracy. .

These are some of the core pr|n0|ples underlylng the Commlssmn S
report They are pr|nC|pIes that shouId gwde us all. -

N commend the commissioners for their statesmanllke work They
- have risen above partlsan emotlons to offer practlcal suggestlons for

. “.2 .,
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. lmprovmg our democracy And Congress should nse to the occas1on annd
follow their example
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.Draft#7 R

After the last eIect|on two former Presrdents and a panel of |
,dlstlngu1shed Americans from both pol|t|ca| parties gathered to consider

A,'ways to improve America’s election system. They have produced an

impressive report. Today, | accept their report —and | recommend some
key pr|nc1pIes drawn from the report as gurdellnes for reform. :

Acknowl,;'edgments

e PreS|dent Jimmy Carter
K: _Presrdent Gerald Ford, who cannot be present today, but who is
represented by former House Minority Leader and Co- chalrman of this
~ Commission, Bob Michel [MIKE- uhl] - : "
° 'Members of the Commission
o Attorney General John Ashcroft

l Our Amencan democracy isan |nsp|rat|on to the world. Yet the Work
of i rmprovmg it is never finished. President Jimmy Carter and President
Gerald Ford two men who took part in-another close election a quarter -
century ago® and went on to forge a close friendship — have together -

' produced recommendatlons for modernlzmg our electoral system

Wrth the aid of the Unrversrty of Virginia’s Mlller Center of Public )
Affalrs and the Century Foundation, Mr. Carter and Mr. Ford recruited a -
commission of 20 distinguished Americans from both parties and every
| 'reg|on of the country.? | respect the members: so much that l appornted one

of them Ambassador to Japan Senator Howard Baker

The others cont|nued to take testrmony They held hearlngs in four
: states ° Ilstened to dozens. of Wrtnesses and consulted widely wrth state

Conﬁrmed by John Bndgeland (X62895) and Brian Bescanceny (X62948) of OPD.

In 1976 President Ford lost to President Carter 48% of the vote to 50.06% of the vote.

¥“To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the Natlonal Commission on-
Federal Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001

Ambassador Baker was replaced by Robert Michel, still leaving a total of 20 members To Restore
Pride and Corfidence in the Process: of Democracy Report of the National Commission on Federal
Etectlon Reform, Draft - Report to be released -August 2001, p. 99. i

PUblIC Heanng #1 — March 26, "Citizen Partlcrpatlon — Carter Center, Atlanta Georgra Pubhc
Heanng H#2 — Apnl 12, "Electlon Admlnlstratron Ronatd Reagan Presidential Lrbrary Simi VaIIey



and Iocal offrcrals And they identified some |mportant concerns. The _
, overeagerness of the media to report the outcome of elections can distort
. ’electrons ‘Some voting methods have much higher error rates than
“others And citizens with disabilities’ or with limited proficiency in- English'®:
, Can encounter obstacles to the exercrse of their democrat|c rights. '
| The commissioners brought a broad dlvers|ty of personal experlence-l
to bear. Seven commissioners, in addition to President Ford and President
Carter, have been elected to office themselves, and have seen America’s
- voting procedures up close and personal.. Other. members have had o
experience enforcing our Nation’s civil rights and voting rrghts laws. Others
~are experts in constitutional law and the mechanics of our government.
Thrs comm|ss|on 'S |deaI|sm is: rernforced by deep practlcal expertrse

; The commissioners offer many recommendatrons to strengthen our’
“electoral. system Those recommendations are grounded in four -
fundamental prrncrples wh|ch | endorse, and recommend to the Congress

t
|

11

Frrst our Natlon must cont|nue to respect the primary role of State,
, ounty, and local governments in elections. In 2000, more than 100
. m\rlh!on Amerlcans cast votes rn more than 190 OOO13 polllng pIaces under

i
o
|
I

: Calrfornra Publrc Hearing #3 — May 24, "What the Law Requrres" — Lyndon B. Johnson Library &. .
Museum Austrn Texas; Public Hearing #4 — June 5, "The Amerlcan and lnternatronal Experlence
Gerald R. Ford Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan. :

S'\Witness llsts can be found on the University of Vlrgrma S The Natronal Commlssron on Federat Election - -
Reform website (http:/millercenter.virginia.edu/webcast.htm). -

. “To'Restore Pride and Confidénce in the Process of Democracy,” Report. ofithe Natlonal Commission on

» 'Federal Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001, Policy. Recommendation #8, p.12.

$4To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the National Commission on" - |
Federat Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001, pp. 18, 69. v
R I Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the National Commrssron on .

‘ :Federat Election Reform, Draft = Report to be released August 2001, p. 75.

1“Tg Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the Natlonat Commrssron

~on Federal Election Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001 P 39. Does not address as a
»problem of Ianguage Addresses as an income group. : o
' Eleven numbered principal recommendations are in the’ report Each recommendatron has subsectrons _

- The four mentloned are what John Brrdgeland of OPD (X62895) felt the President should stress out of
those 11.

124To tRestore Pride ‘and Conftdence in the Process of Democracy Report of the National Commrssron
on Federal Etectron Reform, Draft — Report to be released-August 2001, p. 29. Confirmed by additional - -

“sources; 105,586,274 according to the FEC Office of Election Administration. Used numbers from the
Carter/Ford report to be consistent. . -

CPTo Restore Pride and Conﬁdence in the Process of Democracy,, Report of the Natronal Commrssmn :
“on Federal Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001 ' P 29. Confrrmed by additional -
sources 192 419 as of 1998 from Electron Data Servrces




. the superV|s|on of 1 4 mllllon poIIworkers Our Nat|on is vast and vastly
s d|verse our elect|ons cannot and shouId not be run out of Washlngton
- D. C

Second the federaI government can have a I|m|ted but responSIble
roIe in asslstlng States and localities to solve their problems with election -
adm|n|strat|on so that our vot|ng technology and practlces respect the

value of every eligible vote.'®

‘ Thlrd we must act|vely and vigorously enforce the Iaws that protect
-the vot|ng rights of ethn|c and racial minorities — of citizens who do not
speak Engl|sh fluently'® — and of the elderly and persons with disabilities.’
 Let me say, by the way, how pleased | am that the comm|SS|on c1tes the
. State of Texas asa model of vot|ng access|b|I|ty | :
l = .
. Fourth and flnally we must act to uphold the votlng rlghts of members
- of the armed services and of Amencans living abroad.”® We must =
safeguard absentee ballots against abuse; and we must ensure that those
'Amerlcans who risk their lives to defend American democracy are never
prevented from part|C|pat|ng in: Amer|can democracy » '
] .
_ These are some of the core pr|nClpIes underlylng20 the Commlss10n s
'report They are pnncnples that should gU|de us a||

] | commend the commlSSIoners for the|r statesmanllke work They

= ::_have risen above partisan emotions to offer practical suggestions for
s lmprovmg our democracy. And Congress should rise to the occasion and

. | foIIow the|r example R B S

oo
[

To Restore Prlde and Conﬂdence in the Process of Democracy, Report of the Nat|onal Commssron

on Federal Electlon Reform, Draft — Report to be reléased August 2001, p. 29, Conflrmed by addltlonal
sources Report and Recommendations to Improve Amerlca ] Electlon System Natlonal Commlssron on
: ;Electlon Standards and Reform, May 2001, p. 8. : :
, TolRestore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy Report of the Natlonal Commlssmn
von Federal Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001, p. 38. . :

: ® This is.an idea of the President's; not necessanly addressed as strongly in the report. o

-~ 7eTo ‘Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the National Commussnon
~on Federal Electlon Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001, pp. 18, .69. )
- B To Restore Pride and Confidence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of thé National Comm|5510n :
on Federal Election Reform, Draft — Report to be released August 2001, p. 75. '
¥ “To Restore Pride and Confldence in the Process of Democracy,” Report of the Natlonal Commnssnon =
' "»on Federal Electlon Reform, Draft - Report to be released August 2001' p.8. , ‘
~ Pwe 'say underlying here because some are not spelled out in the report but are the: pnncnples OPD
‘ wants to put forward » : . . :




. Drafted by:. Da wd Frurm, Off/ce of Speechwrlt/ng
R . Office:. 202/456-5640. .
R L eer
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