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SAM 27000 E\/ent - San Antonio, Texas 
August29, 2001 
Draft #4 THF PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

~1"2."/0 1 
Any Air 'Force plane car,rying the President be~rs the name Air Force , 

, One. This plane, Tail Number 27000, bore the name .of Air Force One for 
444, mi~sions and more than 1 million miles. Today, this plane carried a · 
Pre~ident for the .1.ast time. And soon it will be taking its last flight. It will ; r 
.carry no more Presidents, but it will carry forever the.spirit of American 
democracy .. 

, Ta.ii Number 27000 entered the service of the United States in 
December 1972 and it servedPresident Nixon. It flewformer President 
Carter and former Vice President Walter Mondale to Germany to greet the 
52 Americans who had been held hostage in Iran. My father flew it· 
frequently, but the President who used it most was Ronald Reagan. It was 
from this plane that President Reagan disembarked in Berlin in 1987· and 
demanded: "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall." 

l ' 

. . ' - ' . . 

. For almost three decades, the pilots and crew of_Tail Number 27000 
hav~ performed flawlessly in the service of Presidents, Vice Presidents, 

·Cabinet secretaries, members of Congress, and their families. I am · 
delighted that eight of those crewm'embers can be with us today: 

e'.. Colonel Ralph Albertazzie, President Nixon's pilot; 
• · Colonel Bob Ruddick, presidential pilot for Ronald Reagan; 

· ', ·. Colonel Danny Barr, presidential pilot for my father; 
• Chief Master Sergeant Joe Chappell, t,he chi~f flight engineer who 
~ rode the plane.on its original voyage from the Boeing factory to 
· ! Andrews Air Force Base; 
~ '. Chief Master Sergeant Charles Palmer, the chief flight attendant; 
•; Senior Master Sergeant Denny Stump, flight attendant;. 

· •: Chief Master Sergeant Kim Johnson, inflight stenographer; and 
· • Colonel Mark Tillman, who flies me. · · · · 

1 



. ' . . 

Between you, you have serve'd seven Presidents. And you have 
·• ;serve-d ydur Nation well ... · Cottgratulations dn fhis exemplary service. 

Thanks to you, American history has be·ert> a little less turbulent than it 
might have been. 

' I 

Tai'I Number 27000 flew two Presidents bad< htnne from Washington 
to California: Richard Nixon in 1974 and Ronald J~eagan in 1989~ Today, it 
Will follow Jts distinguished p·assengers ttl its owtt retirement in California. . . 

' 

; A new hangar wlll be built for Tail Nutnb'et,27000 atJhe Reagan 
•Library in Simi Valley, California. Visitors will soon Be .able to tour this 
··historic aircraft It wlH remind us of Ronald Reagan is achievements for 
peace and international se·curity -- and permanently symbolize the soa·ring 

·spirit of this great man and his g·reat country. 

Soon it will take its final flight"""' westward into American history. 

. Orafted by: bavid Frum, Office of Speechwriting · 
·· 1 

Phone: 2021456-5640 · 
I . (IJ)(6) . I 
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SAM 27000 Event- San Antonio, Texas 
I . 

August29, 2001 · 
Draft #4 

I 

- Any Air Force plane carrying the President bears the name Air Force' 
On~. This plane, Tail Number 27000, bore the name of Air Force One for 
444 missions and more than 1 million miles. Today, this plane carried a 
President for the last time. And soon it will be taking its last flight. It will 
. cafiry no more Presidents, but it will carry forever the spirit of American 
. dernocracy. , 

: Tail Number 27000 entered the ser\iice·ot:Jh'e United States in 
December 1972 and it served President Nixon:. lf:frlew former President 

'Carter and former Vice President Walter. Mondale.to-Germany to greet the 
52 Americans who had been held·hostagein:.lran.'<Myfather flew it 
frequently, but the President who used·itn10sFwa§ Ronald Reagan. It was 
fror1n this plane that President Reagan 'dise'lrnb'afRed Tri Berlin in 1987 and 
demanded: "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall." 

Presidents use their aircraft - but it is the crews to whom the planes . 
rea'lly belong. For almost three decades, the pilots! and crew of Tail Number 

, ,, I 

27000 have performed flawlessly in the service of Presidents, Vice 
Pr~sidents, Cabinet secretaries, members ofrCongress, and their families. I 
am!delighted that eight of those crewmemt>:~r§;:cqri be with us today: 

· • Colonel Ralph Albertazzie, President Nixon's.pilot; 
I 
• Colonel Bob Ruddick, presidential pilotJorH'onald Reagan; 
• Colonel Danny Barr, presidential pilot for my father; 
~ Chief Master Sergeant Joe Chappell, the~chief flight engineer who 
' rode the plane on its original voyage from the Boeing factory to 

· 1 Andrews. Air Force Base; · · · 
• • Chief Master Sergeant Charles Palmer, the chief flight attendant; 
• Senior Master Sergeant Denny Stump, flight attendant; 
I 

• Chief Master Sergeant Kim Johnson, inflighfstenographer; and 
• Colonel Mark Tillman,· who flies me. 

: 

. I 
j 
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. Between you; you have setved seven Presidents. And you have 
!served your Nation well. Congratulations on this exemplary servit:e. 
I . . . . 

' 
Tha-r1ks to you, American hi·story has be·e·n a little less turbulent.than it 

· · 'might have been. · · 

Tail N umbe't 270'00 ffe'W two Ptesid9'nts back home from Washington 
· ~6 California: Richard Nixon in 1974 and Ronald•R·eagan in 1989 .. Today, it 
will follow its distinguished pc:xsseng:ers to its own retirement in Catifnrnia. 
' 

A new hangar will be builttorf ail Numher.27000 at the Reagan 
Library in SimLValley, Californi:a, Visitors wm s'Ooh be able tcrtourthis 
~istoric aircraft It win remind us ofRonald Reagan's achievements tor· . 
peace and international security-- and perma·nently symbolizethe soaring 
spirit of this great man and his great country. 

Soon it will take its final flight --westward into American history. 

Drafted by: bavid Frum, Office·.ofSpeechwtiting 
. Phbhe: 2(J2/456·5640 ' 
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S~M 27000 Event - San Antonio, Texas 
August 29, 2001 
Draft #2 

By military protocol, any plane carrying the President bears the name 
Air1 Force One. This plane, Tail Number27,000, bore the name of Air Force 
One for 444 missions and more than 1 million miles. Today, this plane · 
carried a President for the last time. And soon it will be taking its last flight. 
It Will carry no more Presidents. But it will carry forever the spirit of 
American democracy. 

: Tail Number 27,000 entered the service of the United States in 
December 1972. It flew President Carter and Vice President Monda~e to 
Germany to greet the 52 Americans who had been held hostage in Iran. In 
1981 it flew three former presidents - President Nixon, President Ford, and 
President Carter - to Cairo for the funeral of Egyptian President Anw~r 

· Sadat. My father flew it frequently. But the President who used it most was . . 

Rc>nald R~agan, who used it for more than 50 overseas trips during his 
presidency. It was from this plane that ·President Reagan disembarked in 
Berlin in 1985 and demanded: "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall." 

Presidents use their aircraft - but it is the crews who really own them. 
For almost three decades, the pilots and crew of Tail Number 27,000 have 
performed flawlessly in the service of Presidents, Vice Presidents, and their 
faf11ilies. I am delighted that six of those crewmembers can be .with us 
today: , 

:. Col. Bob Ruddick, presidential pilot for Ronald Reagan; 
,• Col. Danny Burr, presidential pilot for my father; 

· :. Joe Chappell, the chief flight engineer who rode the plane on its 
original voyage from the Boeing factory to Andrews Air Force Base; 

1. ·Charles Palmer, the chief flight attendant; 
·• Denny Stump, flight attendant; 
:. Kim Johnson, inflight stenographer. 

\ 

You have served your country well. 

1 



Tail Number 2'1,000 flew two Presidents back home from Wa'shington 
toiCalifornia,: Richard Nixtm ln 1974 anti Ronald Rea·gan in 1989. Today; it 
will follow its distinguish·ed pa·ssengers, jetting westward to its own 
r~tirernentin California·"""- and its place in American. memory. 

. A new ha,ngarwill be ouiltfor fa'il,Number2tooo at the Reagan 
. Library i·n Simi Valley, CalifO'rnia. Visitors will soon be able to tourthis 

historic aircraft. It wilt remind us of Rona.Id Reagan~s achievements for 
pe1ace and international seGUrity .... a·na p-ermanently symbolize the soaring 
spirit of this great man and his great country .. · . · · 

Dta'fted by: David Frum, Office oi Speechwritlng 

i. I 

• I 
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THE PRESIDENT 

8·;:11-D( 

SAM 27000 Event - San Antonio, Texas THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
August 29, 2001 
Draft #5 

Any Air Force plane carrying the 

President bears the name Air Force 

One. This plane, Tail Number 27000, -. . 

bore the name of Air Force One for 444 
.. 

missions and more than 1 million miles. 

Today, this plane carried a President for 

the last time And soon it will be taking 

its Jast flight., 

1 



THE PRESIDENT 

\ 

It will carry no more Presidents, but it . 

will carry forever the spirit of American 
I 

democrac¥. 

2 



THE PRESIDENT 

It flew former President Carter and 

former -Vice President Walter Mondale 

to Germany to greet the 52 Americans/ 

who had been held hostage in lran)My 

-father flew it frequently, but the 

President who use_d it most was Ronal·d· 

Reaga It was from this plane that 

President Reaga,n disembarked in Berlirl 

/ in 1987 and,demanded: "Mr. 

Gorbachev, tear down this wall." 

3 



THE PRESIDENT 

And none of those flights would have 

been possible without the skill and 

commitment of the aircrews of Tail 

Number 21000.}For almos;three 

decades, the pilots and crew of Tail 

Number 27000 have performed 

flawlessly in the service of Presi_dents, 

, Vice Presidents, Cabinet secretaries,. 

members of Congress. and th~ir 

, families. ,,.. -.....,,, 

4 
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THE PRESIDENT 

I am delighted tha&~~oi th.ose 

crewmembers can be with us today: 

• Colonel Ralph Albertazzie, President 

Nixon's pilot; 

• C9lonel Bob Ruddick, presidential 

pflot for Ronald Reagan; 

• Colonel Danny Barr, presidential 

pilot for my father; 

5 
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THE PRESIDENT 

• Chief Master Sergeant Joe Chappell 

[CHAP-pull], the chief flight engineer 

·· who rode the plane on its original 

. i voyage from the Boeing factory to 

Andrews Air Force Base; 

,; i 
' 

• Chief Master Sergeant Charles 

Palmer, the chief flight attendant; 

• $enior Master Sergeant Denny 

Stump, flight attendant; 

6 
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THE PR.ESfDENT 

• Chi·ef ·Master S·ergeant Kim Johnson, 
c· • : 

. infli'ght st~:nographer; 

• ChiefM,aster.S·etg'e.ant Tim Kerwin, 

chief flight attendant for my father 

and Pre.s'.ide·nt Clinton; 

(b)(6);(bJ\3l io use 1";ob 

, ' 

• Chi'ef ·Maste·r Serge.ant John Haigh, 

.chief fHght .. attend-a·ntfor President 

. Reagan an!d my 'fath-er; and · 

. 7 
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THE PRESIDENT 

• Colonel Mark Tillman, who- flies me. 

Between you, you have served 

seven Presidents. And you have served 

your Nation well. 

Thanks to you, American history has 

b~en a little less turbulent than it mi~ht 
. -have he§ln, ---

• 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Tail Number 27000 flew two 

Presidents back home from Washington 

to California: Richard Nixon in 197 4 and 

Ronald Reagan in 1989. Today, it will 

follow its distinguished passengers to its 
. - . u 

own retirement in California. 

A new hangar will be built for Tail 

Number 27000 at the f3.eagan Library in 

Simi ,Valley, California. Visitors will soon 

be 'able to tour this historic aircraft. 

9 



THE PRESIDENT 

\ 

It will remind us of Ronald R·eagan's 

achievements for peace and 

international security - and permanently 

symbolize the soaring spirit of this great 

man and his great country. 

Soon it will take its final flight -

westward into American history. _ 

10 
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