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May God bless our recipients, and

may God bless you all.
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THE PRESIDENT AN
23 |03

Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom
July 23, 2003
| Draft #23

Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. Laura and | are
very pleased to see all of you, especially the distinguished guests we honor
today, and your proud families.

Acknowledgments

e Mrs. Laura Bush

o Secretlary Spencer-Abraham-Bepariment of Energy
e Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State-{F)

e Ambassadors:

e Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United States Ambassador to the
Czech Republic

e Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republic Ambassador to the
United States

e Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia
and Venezuela

e Members of Congress-:

« Senator John Warner {R-VA)

e Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)

e Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA)

e Congresswoman Deborah Pryce (R-OH)

e Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX)

e Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients:

e Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National
Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from
President Carter

e Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton

¢ Irving Kristol, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from you in
July 2002

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America’s highest civil award.
It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and
other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special distinction added

1



to many pnor honors. We aIso present the Medal as a tribute to men and
- women no longer with us, but still highly regarded 'and fondly remembered

Al who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued
: ’respect of the|r peers, and the Iast|ng adm|rat|on of the Amencan peopIe

~Julia Chlld aIready hoIds the h|ghest dlstlnctlon of the French

‘ ' government as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for shanng
- with millions of Americans the appreC|at|on and artistry of French cooklng

Before Julia Child came anng, no one imagined it could be so interesting to

o ,_watch a meal being prepared The reason, of course, is Julia herself —her

friendly way, her engaging. conversation, and her eagerness to teach.

S American cuisine, and American cuIture have been enr|ched for decades e

. by the unmrstakable voice and presence of- Julla Ch||d

, | Amerlcans are not always in the mood for exqurslte meals. o
Sometimes all we ‘want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and alot of

5 those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas. = -

| "’-_’.The late founder of Wendy’s left school without a diploma, to begin working = |

~atavery young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to-
*{fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good causes,

|ncIud|ng the cause of adoption. - Dave h|mseIf was orphaned at an early

- age ‘and many young men and" women today can thank Dave Thomas for
| 'heIplng to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave
 Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted

~ him “most likely to succeed.” ‘And today his country honors the hard work i

- behind his success, and the great generosﬂy Dave Thomas showed to
= others : - -

S Van Chburn was last here in 2001 asone of the Kennedy Center R
o honorees His life of honors started early, as the 23- -year-old winner of the
' Tchaikovsky Competltlon in Moscow. In the years since, he has even o

- further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a -

R true master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher

who first inspired him — his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout
-Amerlca and across the world, musicians find |nsp|rat|on in his example..

EI - "And all of us assomate the name Van Cllburn W|th grace and the perfect
s :touch at the p|ano a |

= L|ke Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now v lives i in Texas — but
o Dr Barzun s life began 95 years ago in CretleI France He became an. |



~ American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University; and

~~ gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From

~ his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest — a bestseller published |
.in 2000 -Jacques Barzun has influenced generat|ons of serious readers.

Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun’s °Utput P S

cor |anuence and today he has the profound grat|tude of h|s adopted |
~~fcountry ' hented P IR e , Y.

CharIton Heston is known for h|s portrayals of the most compelllng

L dramat|c figures — Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Mlchelangelo General Andrew
L Jackson . and Captaln George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston
L h|mseIf has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more.

.than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill -
any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has |
~ also been seen throughout his life — during Charlton Heston'’s service in -

B ‘WorId War Two, his Ieadershrp of a labor union, his activism on’ behalf of

civil rights in the 1960s, and his princi ipled defense of the Bill of Rights

o “today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our.country as an artist, as av S

| "cmzen and as a patrlot We are so honored he is W|th us today

: “We are honored as weII by the presence of an artrst whose I|fe
: brought two experiences he could never have expected — that of prisoner,
- and that of presndent In the days of communist rule- over Czechoslovakia,

~VAclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government and

~was viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this

o .'pIaywr|ght was telling the truth about tyranny And when the truth f|naI|y‘

~triumphed in a “kindhearted revolution,” the people elected this dignified,

| - charming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by"

~ threats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in -
the cause of I|berty, and he has become one of Ilberty s great heroes o

 When I|berty was threatened by Nazrsm a young Hunganan SC|ent|st
‘named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States.
,Wlthln a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search
- of the most terrible weapons.  Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and
' applled his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever
'faced to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contnbuted tothe

success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security L

o chaIIenges durlng the Cold War. - In recent decades he has turned his - ,
i efforts to the great SC|ent|f|c and moral task of bu|Id|ng a defense agalnst :



baII|st|c mrssﬂes For a Iong I|fe of br|I||ant achlevement and patrlotlc

i . servnce America is in the debt of Dr Edward TeIIer

, ?vfﬁ Professor James Q Wllson may be the most |nfluent|aI poIrtlcaI _» 3
_scnentlst in Amerlca since the White House was home to Professor

~ Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best - |
" virtues of the academic professlon His theories and ideas are drawn from . -

actual human experience — and therefore have great practical value in

o addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subJects
~ —from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and -

_..f,preventlon of crime. Whatever his subJect James Q. Wilson writes W|th
o intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and
growmg aud|ence Professor Wilson, congratulatlons '

_ ~Of the 108 Amerlcans who have served on the Supreme Court of the

. Unrted States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame.”
f.Justlce Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at

everythrng he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze

; _Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general,

Byron Wh|te was tough and determined. When he nominated his close

o -friend to the Supreme Court, PreS|dent John F. Kennedy called Byron

~ White a man of “character, experience, and intellectual force.” Overthe

'_fnext three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority
--opinions of great depth, and in d|ssent|ng opinions of great wisdom and .

- courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt :

o the Ioss of a superb judge and a great Amerlcan i

o John Wooden is aIso a Hall of Famer — one of only two enshrlned |
o both as basketball player and basketball coach. In a legendary career, =

o Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses.
~ His players included some of the greats, -among them Kareem Abdul-

~ -Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you -
‘the most important man on the team was not on the court = the man who :
taught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, -
dlscrpllne patience, and teamwork.. Coach Wooden remains a part of the|r L

. _lives, as a teacher of the game — and as an example of what a good man - N

“should be. Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, would be very proud
' of him — and, John, |ts wonderful to see you here today

NI
I

i
[
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Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next
month. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after
an earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker — and even in
- the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. Hewasa
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball.
executive, ‘| never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir... Whenever
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many
millions Clemente would be worth.” As a former team owner, | can tell you:

- It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man — seen in how he lived his

, I|fe and how he lost his life — cannot be meastred in money. And all these
years later, his family can know that Amerlca chenshes the memory of
Roberto Clemente.

Our country and our worId have been |mproved by the lives of the
men and women we honor today. Now | ask the m|I|tary aide to read the
cntatlons

[After the presentatlon ] And now, Laura and | invite you to Jom us for
a receptlon in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients.

May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all.

Drafted by: John McConnell and Maftthew Scully Off/ce of Speechwrltlng
: Office: 202/456-2816 and 202/456—7289
! (0)(6) |




Presentatlon of the Pres|dent|al Medal of Freedom
July 23, 2003
Draft#3

_ . Good afternoon and welcome to the Whlte House. Laura and | are
) very pleased to see all of you, especraIIy the distinguished guests we honor
' »today, and your proud families. :

Acknowledgments
~ o Mrs. Laura Bush
o Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State
o Ambassadors: -
;. Ambassador Craig Stapleton, Un|ted States Ambassador to the

~ Czech Republic
',. Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republlc Ambassador to the |
.,: 'Unlted States
¢ Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia
. l and Venezuela :
‘Members of Congress:
, io Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R- TX)

¢ Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA)

¢ Congresswoman Deborah Pryce (R-OH)

e Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX)
o Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients:
- o Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National

| - Security Advisor, received the PreS|dent|aI Medal of Freedom from

- President Carter

e Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynlhan Senator Moynlhan

. received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton

o Irving Kristol, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from you in
July 2002 o

 The PreS|dent|a| Medal of Freedom is Amenca s hlghest civil award.

~ ltis.conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and
- entertainment, public service, science, educatlon athletics, business, and

: other fields. For most recipients, this award is a spec1al distinction added
to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a tribute to men and
women no Ionger W|th us, but still highly regarded and fondly remembered.




Al \hoO receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued
respect of their peers, and the Iasting. admiration of the American people.

Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French

- government, as well.. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing
with millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking.
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to
watbh a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself — her
friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach.

- American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades
by the unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child.

Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals.
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of
those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas.
The late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working
at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to
- fulfill other ambitions in life. . He became a benefactor of good causes,
including the cause of adoption. Dave himself was orphaned at an early

- age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for
helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave
Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted
him “most likely to succeed.” And today his country honors the hard work
behind his success, and the great generosity Dave Thomas showed to
others . \

| ~ Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of the Kennedy Center |
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-o|d winner of the

Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even

- further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a
true master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher
who first inspired him — his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout

‘America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example.

- And all of us associate the name Van Chburn with grace, and the perfect

touch at the plano

" Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas — but
Dr. Barzun’s life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and
galned a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From
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his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest — a bestseller published
- in 2000 — Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun’s output,
or influence — and today he has the profound gratltude of his adopted

: country

Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compe lling
dramatic figures — Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Mlchelangelo General Andrew
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more
" than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill
any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has
also been seen throughout his life — during Charlton Heston's service in
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of
civil rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights
today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a
citizen, and as a patriot. We are so honored he is with us today.

| We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life

- brought two experiences he could never have expected — that of prisoner,
and that of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia,
Véclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and
was viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this
playwrlght was telling the truth about tyranny And when the truth finally
triumphed in a “kindhearted revolution,” the people elected this dignified,
charmlng, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by
threats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in
the| cause of liberty, and he has become one of I|berty s great heroes.

- When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarlan sc1ent|st
named Edward Teller left Europe and found h|s way to the United States.
* Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and
applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever
faced: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler.. Dr. Teller contributed to the
success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his
- efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense against
ballistic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patriotic
service, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller.




Professor James Q Wilson may be the most influential polrtrcal
sC|ent|st in America since the White House was home to Professor
Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best
virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from
actual human experience — and therefore have great practical value in
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects
— from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and-
~ prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and

growing audience. Professor Wilson, congratUIatiOns -
. Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the
Un|ted States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame.
Justlce Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at -
everythlng he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze
Star in-World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general,
Byron White was tough and determined. When he nominated his close
friend to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron
White a man of “character, experience, and intellectual force.” Over the
next three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority
opinions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and
courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt
the loss of a superb judge and a great American. )

~ John Wooden is also a Hall of Famer — one of only two enshrined

_ [both as basketball player and basketball coach. In-a legendary career,

Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses..

~ His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul- ,
~ Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you

the most important man on the team was not on the court — the man who
taugwht generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work,
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their
lives, as a teacher of the game — and as an example of what a good man

- should be. Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, would be very proud
of h|m and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today :

" Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next

: month Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after -
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an earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker — and even in-
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a

~ young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball
executive, “l never saw any baliplayer like him. No, sir ... Whenever
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many
millions Clemente would be worth.” As a former team owner, | can tell you:
It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man — seen in how he lived his
‘life, and how he lost his life — cannot be measured in money. And all these
years later, his family can know that America cherishes the memory of
Roberto Clemente. : :

Our country and our world have been nmproved by the lives of the
men and women we: honor today Now | ask the military aide to read the
: c:tatlons , ‘

[After the preséntation:] And now, Laura and I invite you to join us for
a reception in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients.

Mavaod bless our r’ec'ipients', and may God bless you all.

Drafted by:  John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Ofﬁcé of Speechwriting
' : Office: 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
l b)E) |
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| Good afternoon, and welcome to the Whlte House Laura and | are
very pleased to see all of you, especially the dlsfungwshed guests we honor
today, and your proud famllles :

Acknowl"’e“dgments | ‘
e Mrs. LauraBush | o (
~» Secretary Spencer Abraham, Department of Energy
o Madelelne Albright, former Secretary of State (T)
o Ambassadors
¢ Ambassador Craig Stapleton United States Ambassador to the
~ Czech Republic
e Ambassador Martin Palous Czech Republic. Ambassador to the
- United States ‘
| 6? Ambassador William Luers Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia
~ and Venezuela .
° Members of Congress o
e Senator John Warner (R-VA)
. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)
o Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA)
e Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX)
o Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients:
o Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National
. Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from
President Carter
ro? Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan
 received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton
¢ [rving Kristol, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from youin -
- July 2002
o Medal of Freedom recipients, family members and dlstmgwshed guests -

| The Presidential Medal of Freedom is Amerrca s hlghest civil award.
It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and
~other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special distinction added
to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a tribute to men and




women no longer with us, but still highly regarded and fondly remefnbered.
All who receive the PreS|dent|al Medal of Freedom have the continued
respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people.

- Julia Child already holds the highest dlstlnctlon of the French
government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing
with, millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking.
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to
- watch a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself — her
friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach.
American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades
by the unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child.

' Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals.
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of
~ those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas.
The late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working
at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to
fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good causes,
including the cause of adoption. Dave himself was orphaned at an early
age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for
" helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave

Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted
“him “most likely to succeed.” And today his country honors the hard work
[behlnd his success, and the great generosity Dave Thomas showed to
others : |

- Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of the Kennedy Center
honorees His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the
Tchalkovsky Competition in Moscow. - In the years since, he has even
further refined the gifts of a prodlgy with the discipline and consistency of a .
true master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher
who first inspired him — his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout
America and across the world, musicians-find inspiration in his example.
And all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect
touch at the plano

" Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas — but

Dr. Barzun’s life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and
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gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest — a bestseller published
in 2000 — Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers.
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun’s output,
or influence — and today he has the profound gratxtude of his adopted
country \

~ Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compeliing

dramatlc figures — Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew
Jackson . and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more
~ than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill

any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has
‘also been seen throughout his life — during Charlton Heston’s service in
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of

civil rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights
today Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a
; C|t|zen and as a patriot. We are so honored hei Is ‘with us today.

We are honored as weII by the presence of an artist whose life

' brought two experiences he could never have expected — that of prisoner, -
and that of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia,

- Véclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and

~ was, viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this
playwrlght was telling the truth about tyranny And when the truth finally
triumphed in a “kindhearted revolution,” the people elected this dignified,
charming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by
threats unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in
the cause of liberty, and he has become one of Ilberty s great heroes

. When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist
named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States.
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and -
applled his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever
taced to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the
success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national. securlty
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his
efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense against



balllstlc missiles. For a long life of brlllhant achievement and patrlotlc

- servrce America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller.

N Professor James Q. Wilson may be the mostx influential political -
scientist in America since the White House was home to Professor
’ Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best
virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from
actual human experience — and therefore have great practical value in
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects
- — from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and
prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and

growmg audlence Professor Wilson, congratulations.

' Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the
Unlted States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame:
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at
evernything he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze
Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general,
Byron White was tough and determined. When he nominated his close
friend to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron
White a man of “character; experience, and intellectual force.” Over the
- nextthree decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority
opinions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and .
courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt.
the IOss of a superb judge and.a great American.

John Wooden is also a HaII of Famer — one of only two enshrined
both as basketball player and basketball coach. In a legendary career,
" Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses.
His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you
the most important man on the team was not on the court — the man who -
ltaught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work,”
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their
lives, as a teacher of the game — and as an example of what a good man
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, would be very proud
of him — and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today. :



' Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next
~month. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after
an earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker - and even in
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball
executive, ‘I never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir ... Whenever
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many
millions Clemente would be worth.” As a former team owner, | can tell you:
It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man — seen in how he lived his
life, and how he lost his life — cannot be measured in money. .And all these
years later, his family can know that Amerlca cherlshes the memory of

o Roberto Clemente.

, - Our country and our world have been lmproved by the lives of the
men and women we honor today. Now | ask the mllltary aide to read the
CItatlons ' .

} [After the presentation:] And now, Laura and | invite you to j Jom us for
a receptlon in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients.

: May God bless our reCIplents and may God bless you aII

Drafted by:  John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwniting
’ Office: 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
l (0)(6) |
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- Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House Laura and | are
very pleased to see aII of you, especially the d|st|ngu1shed guests we honor -
today, and your proud families.

Acknowledgments
e Mrs. Laura Bush
o 1Secretary Spencer Abraham Department of Energy
e Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State (T)
e Ambassadors
¢ Ambassador Craig Stapleton Ulnlted States Ambassador to the
. Czech Republic
e Ambassador Martin Panus Czech Repubhc Ambassador to the
- United States
e Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia
~ and Venezuela | |

« Senator John Warner (R-VA) |
¢ Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)
-« Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA)
e Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX) -
e Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients:
:i. Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former Nat|ona|
~ Security Advisor, received the Presldentlal Medal of Freedom from
: § President Carter
e Liz Moynlhan widow of Senator Moyn|han Senator Moynlhan
- received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton
o Irving Kristol, received the Presrdentlal Medal of Freedom from you in.
~July 2002 |
. ’Medal of Freedom recipients, family members, and distinguished guests

, - The Presidential Medal of Freedom is Amenca s highest civil award.
It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and
other fields. For most recipients, this award is a. speC|aI distinction added
to many prior honors. We aIso present the Medal as a tribute to men and




worheri no longer with us, but still highly regarded and fondly remembered.
~ All who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued.
respect of therr peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people ~

. JuI|a Chlld already holds the highest dlstrnctlon of the French

government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing

- with millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking.
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to
~ watch a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself — her
- friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach.

- American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades
by the unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Ch||d

N . Americans are not always in the mood for equ|S|te meals ,
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of

those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas.

" The late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working:

at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to

fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good causes,

- |nclud|ng the cause of adoption. Dave himself was orphaned at an early
~age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for

helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave
Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted
,hlm‘“most likely to succeed.” And today his country honors the hard work
behind his success, and the great generos1ty Dave Thomas showed to
others : . :

? ' Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of the Kennedy Center
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the

. Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even

further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a
true master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher

‘ who first inspired him — his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in-his example.
And.all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect -
touch at the piano.

L|ke Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas — but

Dr.’ Barzun s life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an
Amerlcan citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbla University, and

2



gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest — a bestseller published
in 2000 — Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers.
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun’s output,
or |anuence - and today he has the profound gratltude of his adopted
'country

. Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelling
dramatic figures — Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill
anyrole. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has
also been seen throughout his life — during Charlton Heston’s service in
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of
civil' rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights
today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a
| crtrzen and as a patrrot We are so honored he is with us today.

~ We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life
brought two experiences he could never have expected — that of prisoner,
andlthat of president.. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia,
Vaclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and
was viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny And when the truth finally
triumphed in a “kindhearted revolution,” the people elected this dignified,
charming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by
threats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in
‘the cause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty’s great heroes.

. When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist
named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States.
“Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and

I applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever

faced: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the
success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his
efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense against



balllstlc missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patr|ot|c
service, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller.

Professor James Q. Wilson may be the most influential political
scientist in America since the White House was home to Professor
Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best
- virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from
" actual human experience — and therefore have great practical value in
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects
= from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and
- prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and
growing audience. Professor Wilson, congratulatlons

~ Of the 108 Amerlcans who have servedvon the.Supreme Court of the

'United States, only oné is also in the College Football Hall of Fame.
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at
everythlng he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze
’ Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general,
~ Byron White was tough and determined. When he nominated his close
friend to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron
White a man of “character, experience, and intellectual force.” Over the
next three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority

- opinions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and

- courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt
- theloss of a superb Judge and a great American.

- John Wooden is also a Hall of Famer — one of only two enshrined
lboth as basketball player and basketball coach. In a legendary career,
Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses.
His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul-
“Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell.you
the most important man on the team was not on the court — the man who
taught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work,
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their
lives, as a teacher of the game — and as an example of what a good man -
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, would be very proud
- of him - and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today.



Another recipient thls afternoon would have been 69 years old next
month. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after
an earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker — and even in
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. Hewas a
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball
~ executive, “I never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir... Whenever
“anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many
millions Clemente would be worth.” As a former team owner, | can tell you:

~ Itwould be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man — seen in how he lived his

life, and how he lost his life — cannot be measured in money. And all these
years later, his family can know that America cherishes the memory of
Roberto Clemente.

~ Our country and our worid have been improved by the lives of the |
men and women we honor today. Now l ask the mmtary aide to read the
CItatlons

[After the presentation:] And now, L.aura and I invite you to jom us for

- a receptlon in honor of the Medal of Freedom reCIplents

May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all. .

S
|

Dra%fted by:- John McConne// and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwnting
Office: 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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Presentatron of the Presldentlal Medal of Freedom :
July 23, 2003
Draft #1

Good afternoon and welcome to the White House Laura and I are
very pleased to see all of you, especially the d|st|ngwshed guests we honor
today, and your proud families.

. The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America’s highest civilian
award. It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the
arts:and entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics,

~ business, and other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special
distinction added to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a
tribute to men and women no longer with us, but still highly regarded and
fondIy remembered. All who receive the Medal of Freedom have the

continued respect of their peers, and the Iastmg admrratlon of the Amerlcan :

people.

~ Julia Child already holds the highest distinctidn of the French
government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing
with- millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking.
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to
watch a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself — her
frlendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach.
American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades
by the unmlstakable voice and presence of Julra Ch||d |

Americans are not always in the mood for exqursrte meals.
Sometrmes all we have time for is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and
a lot of those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave
Thomas The late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to
Eoegln working at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur
‘allowed Dave to fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of
good causes, including the cause of adoption. .Dave himself was orphaned
at an early age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave
Thomas for helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his
career, Dave Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. 'His
classmates voted him “most likely to succeed.” And today his country
honors the hard work behind his success, and the great generosity Dave

| Thomas showed to others.



- Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of'the Kennedy Center
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even
further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a
true;master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher
who first inspired him — his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example.
And all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect
touch at the piano.

1 Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas — but
Dr. Barzun'’s life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and
~gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From
~his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest — a bestseller published
- in 2000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers.
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output,
or lnfluence and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted
country \

Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelllng
dramatlc figures — Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michaelangelo, General Andrew
- Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill
any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has
alsoi been seen throughout his life — during Charlton Heston’s service in
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of
civil rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Second
Amendment today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an
artist, as a citizen, and as a man. We are so honored he is with us today.

_ - We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life
brought two experiences he could never have expected — that of prisoner,
and that of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia,
Vaclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and

‘was viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny. And when the truth finally
triumphed in a “kindhearted revolution,” the people elected this dignified,

2
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charmlng, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by
threats unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in
the cause of I|berty, and he has become one of I|berty S great heroes.
7 l When liberty was threatened by Na2| Germany, a young man named
Edward Teller left that country and found his way to the United States..
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Edward Teller jorned the Manhattan

2 Proyect and applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America

had)ever faced: to develop an atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller
'contr|buted to the success of that mission, and helped us to meet other

: great military challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has

- turned his efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense
aga|nst ballistic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and
patr|ot|c service, Amer|ca IS |n the debt of Dr. Edward Teller.

‘ Professor James Q Wilson is the most |anuent|aI political scientist in
Amer|ca since the White House was home to Professor Woodrow Wilson.
Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best virtues of the
academlc profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from actual human
experlence and therefore have great. practical value in addressing social

- ,problems ‘He writes with authority on a range of subjects -from the

worklngs of government bureaucracies, to the causes and preventlon of .
crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with |nteIIectuaI rigor,

‘ f ~with moral cIar|ty, to the appreciation of a W|de and growing aud|ence

, Of the 108 Amerlcans who have served on the Supreme Court of the
Un|ted States, only one is also in the National Football Hall of Fame.
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at -
~everything he attempted. When he nominated his close friend to the
L Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy caIIed Byron White a man of
| character experience, and |nteIIectuaI force.” Over the next three o
decades Justice White showed those qualltles in majority opinions of great
'depth and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and courage. When he
passed away last year, people across our country | feIt the loss of a superb
'Judge and a great Amerlcan - .

. | John Wooden is also a Hall of F:amer — the ohly one enshrined .‘both
~as a basketball player and a basketball coach. In a legendary career,
Coach Wooden led hIS teams to 885 V|ctor|es and saw just 203 losses..

|
|



‘His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you

~ the most important man on the team was not on the court — the man who
‘taught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work,
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their
“lives, as a teacher of the game — and as an example of what a good man
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, would be very proud
of him — and, Coach, it's wonderful to see you here today.

Our last recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next
month Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto
CIemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after

an earthquake. - Even in the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, Clemente was -~

one of the greats — a young man with a gentle heart and arifle arm. In the
words of one baseball executive, “| never saw any ballplayer like him. No,
“sir.... Whenever anybody signs a big contract these days we always
wonder how many millions Clemente would be worth.” As a former team
owner, | can tell you: It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man -
seen in how he lived his life,-and how he lost his life — cannot be measured
inmoney. And all these years later, his family can know that America |
 cherishes the memory of Roberto Clemente.
~ Our country and our world have been improved by the lives of the
~men and women we honor today. Now | ask the military aide to read the
cntatlons and | will present the Pres:dentlal Medal of Freedom.

Drafted by: John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwntmg
‘ Office: 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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