
·2014-0299-F [ l Wedhe'sday, March 04; 2n1s 
! 

FOIA Marker 
This is rrot a textual record. This FOIA Marker indicates that material has been temoved 

, du'ring FOlA prote'sSing by Georg'e w. Bush Presidentia·I Library staff. 
1 

, ·! 

; .1-

Stack: Row: Sect.: 

w 17 12 

Folder Titl'e: 
. ' 

Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

Kavanaugh, Brett - Speech Files 

F'RCID: Locati"on or· 
Shelf: Pos,: Hollihger ID: 

3 6 10053 S8414 

CTJ7/23/W03 - PresentaticYn of the Presidential Medal of Freedom [173953] 

NARA Ni.Jrnb'er: 
OA Number: 

64·41 2410 



Withdrawn/Redacted .Material 
The George W; Bush Library 

DOCUMENT FORM 
NO. 

·001 Sp'eech 

SUBJECtrrITLE 

[SpeechCards]· 

PAGES D~TE RESTRICTION(S) 

45 06/'.23/20ll3 ttansferted 

002 Ikaft . Presentation of the Ptesident'ial Medal of Freedom 
Draft#2/3 [page 5] 

1 07/23/2003 P6/b6; 

003 Ptes·entation of the Ptesidentfal Medal of. Fteedotn 
f>raft#3 [page 5] 

1 07!23/2b03 P6/b6; 

004. f>dft Presentation of the Pres'idential Medal of Freedom 
Draft#2 [page 5] 

1 07/2J/2003 . P61b6; 

om Draft Presentation bf the Presidential Medal ofFreedom ~eopy 
of Dtaft#2 [page 5] 

01123!2003 P61b6; 

006 Presentation of the Presidential· Medal bf Freedom 
Draft# 1 [page 4 J 

07/2:3/20'03 P61b6; 

COLLECTION TITLE: . ' . 

Staff Secretary, WtiiteA:'Ouse Office of th·e 

SERIES: 
Ka:va:naugh, Brett~ Spee·ch Files 

. I 
FOLDER TITLE: 
07 /23/2003 -Presentation of fh'e Presidential Medal of Freed·om rt73953l 
FRC ID:·· 
10053 

R.ESTRI'CfION COUES 
Pteside"ntiitl Recorils :Act - [44 u:s,c. 22114(a)] 

Pi Na-tfoiial Security t'.iifsslfieil Inf6rmati'ori [(a)'(l) 6f tile PR.A) . 
P2 R'elating to the appoi'iffmeiit to Federal office [(a)'(2) 6f die PRAJ 
P3 Release woUld viOlate a Fe'deral statute [(a)(J) Of the PRA] 
P4 Release w6tild disdose trade setrets or 'confidential commercia'I or 

financial in'forinatiofi ((a)(4) <if the PRA] 
PS .Release would diselose confidential a'dvise between the Presiderit 

an·d his advis6rs, or befween such advisors [a)(S) 6f'th·e PRA] 
P6·Release wotild con'stitute a dearly uiiwarraiited iii.vasion of 

pers6nal privacy [(a)(6) Of the PRAI 
' . 

PRM. Persorral record mis'tiie· defined in a'Ccordance with 44 lJ.S;c. 
22til(3); 

Deed of Gift Restrieti~ns 

A. Closed tiy Exec1itiJe Order 13526 governing access to national 
' security inforn'iatihn. 
B.Ciosed by,stittiite·o'r by th'e agency whiCh originakd the do'Cii'm'eiit. 
C. Ctosed fo· accordadce with restrictions contain'ed in donor's deed 

of gift. 

2014.0299-F 

. . 

FreedomoflhformationAct - [S llS;C, s52{ti)) 

li(t) NatioD'ai security dassllieil ilif6rmatiori [(b)(l) of th'e FOIA) . 
·. b(2) Release would ilisdose iriteriial p·ers6miel ruies and practic'es of 

an agerrty [(b)(2) ortM~ FbIA] . 
11(3) Release w6ulil viol3te a Federal statute [(b)(3) oftM~ FOiAJ 
b(4) Rele'a'se would·disclose tfa'de secrets or c'6rtfi'delitial or financial 

information [(b)(4) 6f th·e FOIA] 
b'(6) .Release w6uld cbhstihite a clearly utiwarran'te'd invasion 6f 

pets6iiitl privacy [(b)(6)ofthe FOiA) 
b(7) Release woulil disclose foformation com-pilM for law en·forcem'Cnt 

purposes [(b)(7) 6fthe FOIA) 
b(Sj Release would disciO'se information c6iicerniiig the regulation of 

financial institutiuns [(b}(8) 6f the FOIA) 
b(9) R:eleas·e woiild discl6se ge'ol6gical or geophysical 'information 

con·cernin'g weils [(li}(9) of th'e FOIA) 

Rec'O'rds NotSubje'ct t.o FOIA 

tourtSeateil - the document is withheld ii'iidl!t a C6urt se'al and is n6t subject to 
the Freedom oflnformati6n Act. 

Pagel ofl This doc~ment was prepared on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 



EOP R~S - Barcode Scanning Sheet 

LIEGEL_C 
,:'·· ··. 

Barcode Scannirig Sheet 

i 
.·' 

Collection Code: · SECLOG 

- ,_', .. ;, 

' ;, I 

Staff Name: 

Document Date: 

Correspondent: 

PBESIDENT 

7/23/2003 

Page 1 ·of l 

·773953, 
SP 

Subject/Description: PRESIDENTIAi,. REMARKS: PRESENTATION OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM JUL 23 03 

:y 

·: ! 

I 
j." 

i 

http://sayop.82/RMS/custorn/jsp/caseentry/BarcodeScartningSheetjsp 12/8/2008 



THE PRESIDENT 

~~,-- ... 

W dld ~ gress: 
I . 

I 

ailey Hutchison (R-

\ 

OH) 

• *1=->~ ffiJr ma~Kay Gran9;r (R-

/ 

. 
IV 

Preservation Copy 



THE'c,PRESIDENT 

• Members of Congress: 
I 

•·senator Kay Bailey Hutch.ison (R-
: ---· . ._.,._.¢. ----.. -·-e·---·_--MB ____ -.--- _ ...... ___ M! p j ~ 

! TX) 
\, 

• Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-
: . - ··········-. 1 CA) 

• Congresswoman Deborah ·Pryce (R-
. al . ·AL~--~- 2&.2M . 

_,OH) 

• Congresswoman Ka Granger (R-
i I · -

: TX) 

. 
IV 



THE PRESIDENT 

A~knowledgments 

• Mrs. Laura Bush 
: ~---~--

THE PRESIDENT HAS Sl±N 

~1i~J{)3 

• Secretcfry Spencer Abraham, 
i & fftlilM 

pepartment of Ener§Y 

• Madeleine Albright, former Secretary 

of State {T) 

.. 
II 



I 

l I 

I THE PRESIDENT 

• Ambassadors 

•Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United 

States Ambassador to the Czech 

Republic 

• Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech 

, Republic Ambassador to the United 

States 

• Ambassador William Luers, F·ormer 

, Ambassador to Czechoslovakia and 
l 

Venezuela 
... 
111 



THE PRESIDENT 

• 1Members of Congress 
' 

:.-senator John Warner (R-VA) · 
' 

I 

·:• Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-

: TX) 
I 

'• Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-

1 CA) 

:. Congresswoman Kay Granger (R~ 
. . . 
! 

1

, TX) 

. 
IV 



THE PRESIDENT 

• !Former Presidential ·Medal of Freedom 
I 

' re.cipients: 

1

• Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-
, 

, GIN~ski], former National Security 

Advisor, received the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom from President 

Carter 
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THE PRESIDENT 
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: . . THE PRESIDENT .. 77
, · 

, /fHE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN , 

Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freed' ti ?.-9) 03 
July ?3, 2003 ~ 
Draft#7 J ~-

: Good afternoon, and welcome to the 

White Haus~. Laura and I are very 
c all"""' . allli a· , 

· pleased to see all of you, especially the 

distinguished guests we honOr tod~y, 
and your proud families. ,' 
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THE PRESIDENT 

• Former Presidential Medal of Freedom 

recipients: 

• Zbigniew Brzezinski [~-BlG;n~w brr.; 
i ' 

1 ~IN-s~], former National Security 

Advisor, received the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom from President 

Carter 

v 
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THE PRESIDENT 

• Liz r~l9,Xwn.i!)an, widow of Senator 
. . ······· LJJ 

' 

: Moynihan; .Senator Moynihan 

received the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom from President Clinton 

~ Irving Kristal, received the 

' Presidential Medal of Freedom from 

; you in July 2002 
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/ I THE PRESIDENT 

; The Presidential Medal of Freedom· 
\ 

is IAmerica's highest civil award.( It is 

co:nferred upon men1 and women of high 
-. 

achievement in the arts and · 

entertainment; public service, science, 
i ~--LG& 

ed,ucation, athletics, business,. and other , __ _ 

1 

;: I 



I 

THE PRESIDENT 

' I 

For most recieients, this award is a 
.p 

I . 

special distinction added to many_ .prior 

h~no~?/ W~e~~:..-i~~-· ~le.M· ~..,M..W~~ 
td1,b~~,...........~r-ett~~~· en no longer 

. . with us, but still highly regarded and 

fo;ndly rememberedl All who receive the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom have the 

continued respect of their peers, and the 
: ...... 

lasting admiration of the American 

people. 
I 

2 



THE PRESJDENT 

Julia. Child already holds the highest . 

distinction of the Fren~ch ·government, as 

·well. She was awarded the Legion of 

Honor for sharing with millions of ---i!!l!1B!lll·- Jt 
' 

, Americans the appreqiation and artistry 
I . . % 
I ) ' 

of French cooking. 



THE PRESIDENT 

Before Julia Child came along, nQ_9ne 
' 
I 

imagined it could be so inter~sting-to 

. wa!ch a m~al being pr~pa~ed\ The 
~ Iii rt· 

reason, of course, is Julia herself - her 
~ lill!!lli## •• . ~ 

. friendly way, her engaging conversation, , __ _ 
and her eagerness to teac~ American 

< 2ll 

cu1isine-.and American culture, have 
... 

, be.en enriched for decades by the 

unimistakable voice and presence of 
f i 

Julia Child. 

4 



THE PRESIDENT 

Americans are not always in the 
li, .•. _,:,·x.""·'.:-.':"' . .o:.,-::;:,::i:.=t'::7::-:::>'- -:::·--· ... -: __ rl~- +++- &±¥&¥¥- FW 

mood for exquisite meal~ Sometimes 

an: we want is a hamburger at the drive­

up window, and a lot of those windows 
$ -. ' 

· are at the places named for the 

da:ughter of Dave Thomas( The _2te 

founder of Wendy's left school without a 
! -------- ------

diploma, to begin working at a very 

young age. 
<til ::. 

5 
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,-------------
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. THE PRESIDENT 
. ' 

His great success as a restaurateur 
. ''«·•"''·~-'.•-•'"·"''"'"'"'"=-·. -===="==""""' ___ __ 

.. 

affowed Dave to fulfill other ambitions in 

. life.) He became a benefactor of good . 
~\ t 

ca,uses, ine•uetil"tg he cause of adoption. ( 

. Dave himself was orphaned at an early 
•e a 

I .. S• 

ag:e, and many young men and ... wom_en 
~ 

toclay can thank Dave Thomas for 

he 1lping to join them w~th loving parents .. 

6 



THE PRESIDENT 

Atthe height of his career, Dave 
; --

Th.omas went back to sc.hool, and 

. ea!rned a GEDl His classmates voted· 

him "most likely to succeed."(And today 

. his country honors the hard work behind 

his success, and the great generosity 

Dave Thomas showed to others. 

i . 
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THE PRESIDENT 

: Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, 
~-",··-:-~".'--:".·'""'_ mn 3 

, 

as: one of the Kennedy Center 
' . 
I 

. hd~or~_:s\ His lifeof honors started 

ea1rly, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
~ 

. Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. ('n 

the years since, he has even further 
:.,,,,,.;....,.--~ . 

~ ' 
refined the gifts of a prodigy with the 

discipline and consistency of a true 
/ ;h-~-

' 

master. 

8 
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THE PRESIDENT 

I j 

H~ h9_~ __ J!y~d up to the pighrstandar9s of , 

the ·music teacher who first inspired him 

- his mother; Ril~·;~·se; Cliburn./ To~ay, 
thnoughout America and across the 

· world, musicians find inspiration in his · 
m1 a 

exflmpje. /And all of us associate the . 

na'me Van Cliburn with grace, and the 

\ pe
1

rfecttouch at the piano. 
I 

9 



,-----------

THE PRESIDENT 

: Li~~ VaJl, the scholar Jacques 
I - . 

Barzun also now lives in Texas - but Dr. 

Barzun's life began 95 years ago in 

Cretiel, France. He became an 

· American citizen in 1933, joined the 
I 

faculty of Columbia University; and 

gained a reputation as a thinker of great 
: . . ' ,.....,...,. 

discernment and integrity. 

10 
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. i 

THE PRESIDENT 

Fr~m his first book, published 71 years 
I • 

ag10, to his latest - a bestseller 
I 
~ 

pu1blished in 200Q - Jacques Barzun 
: rwer & •·• . 

ha,s influenced generations of serious 

rekder~ Few academics of the last 
,,. @h ~SIG HM 

1

Q n 6 

ce;ntury have equaled Jacques Barzun's 
I 

output, or .influence - and today he has 
+a & , 

th~ profound gratitude of his adopted 
I . • 

CO!Untry. 
-

11 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Charlton Heston is known for his 

portr~yals of the; most.mcomp.elling -
I 

. dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben­

Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew 

J;;;k;,on ... and Captain George Taylor./ 

In the process, Charlton Heston himself 
""- - -

ha
1

S become one of the greatest names 

in film history/ Over more than a half 

century, his talent and intensity have 
+ifi£J a 

proven big enough to fill any role. 
I 

12 



:, 
,• THE PRESIDENT 

Th;e largeness of character that comes 

across on the screen has also been 
i-----~-i 

· seen throughout his life - during -
Charlton Heston's service in-World War 

' 

' 

· Two, his leadership of a labor union, his . 
~ --

ad iv is rn on behalf of civil right~ ln the 

1960s, and his principled defense of the .,_ 
Bil~ of Rights today. 

13 



THE PRESIDENT 

j 

hlarlton Heston has left his mark on our 
i ~ " 

co,untry as an artist, as a citizen, and as 

I a ~atr!?q We are so honored he is with 

us1 today. 

14 



~------,---- -

THE PRESIDENT 

', We are honored as well by the 
; p 

presence of an artist whose life brought 

tWo experiences he could never have 

expected - that of prisoner, and that of 
em e .,. ' 

· presiden_t/ In the days of communist -ru:le over Czechoslovakia, Vaclav Havel 

ridiculed the pr~tensions of an 

oppressive governme,nt, and was 
,,·~--~-llllll!llilill!-

viewed as an enemy of the state. 
: .. 

! ( ·15 



THE PRESIDENT 

The most subversive act of this 

play~right~as t.£,lling t,,b,e tru.Jh.at><?ut 

· tyranny/ And when the truth finally 
1 

dB'. _ GR ,.l't4 HM . zn;sa, 

tri(jm.phed in a "kindhearted revolution," 

· th~ people electeq th~¥£ignifi€fd, .. 
i 

charming, humble, determined. man to 
97$ '"' 't" 811'iiii ·•·a· 

lead their country. 
I 

16 
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1----

THE PRESIDENT. 

Unintimidated by threats, unchanged by 
.I _ ~ . M @ - ; 

poHtical power, Vaclav.Havel has 
• 20 , 2 

· suffered mu·ch in the cause of liberty, 

an:d he has become one of liberty's 
I Gil ;+% iiJiiii* $, • 

l · great heroes. 
. i 

' 

17 



THE PRESIDENT 
. \ 

: When liberty was threatened by 
! mi a 

Nazism. a young Hungarian scientist 

· named Edward Teller left Europe and 
• .. 7 

. fo~nd his way to the United StatesJ . 
' 

, Within a decade, th'e German Reich was 
; 

at war with America and in search of the 
7"'\ 
' ~ 

most terrible weapons. 

18 



THE PRESIDENT 

Dr,. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, 
: 
I - ' 

r an'd applied his disciplined mind to the 
' 

· most urgent task America had ever 
. -

faced: to develop the atom bomb before 

, H[tlec.J Dr;.. T~er confilbute~ to the 

_/su'ccess of that miss'ion, and helped us 
I 

to .meet other great national security 
:.--. 

chiallenges during the Cold War. 

19 



THE PRESIDENT 

In ~ecent decades he has turned his 

efforts to the great sci~ntific 2nd· moral 

, task of building a defense against 

ballistic missiles/ For a long life of 

,. · brilliant achievement and patriotic 
::c 

service, America is in the debt of Dr. 

Edward Teller. 

20 



r------
THE PRESIDENT 

Professor James Q~ Wilson may be 
& 

' - . 

th:e _most influential political scientist in 
' -

America since the White House was 
' . . 

h0me to Professor Woodrow Wilson/ 

· Throughout his career, he has 
-·-'""-- -~ 

demonstrated the best virtues. of the 

academic profession. 

21 
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THE PRESIDENT 

i 

His theories and ideas are drawn from 
I 

I • 

a¢tual human experience - and 

-therefore have great practical value in 

addressing social problems.}He writes 

· with authority on a range of subjects -

frCDm the workings of governm·ent 
; 

bureaucracies, to the causes and 
- t ~ 

prevention of crime. 

22 
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THE PRESIDENT 

W~atever his subject, James Q. Wilson 
-· ... .- - ··- -· / ' : . 

! 

wr,ites with intellectual.ri~or, with moral 
' 

· cl.?ri!y, to th~ apprecia!ion of a wid~ and 

growing audience. /Professor Wilson, 

· congratulations. 

23 
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THE PRESIDENT 

, Of the 108 Americans who have 

served on the Supreme Court of the 

United States, only one is also in the 

c91i;ge Fo~tb;ll Hall of Fame) Justipe 

. Brron White was the rare kind of persOn 

who seemed to excel at everything he 

attempted. 

24 



THE PRESIDENT 

Whether playing fo'?.!ball,· or earning a 

Bronze Star in World War Two, or 

e'.nforcing s;ivil. rights ?S deputy attorney 
:;;z:s 

I 

g~neral, Byron.White was tough and 

determined./·when he nominated his, 
I 

close friend to the Supreme Court, 
. ._... 

President John F. Ke~nnedy called Byron 

White ~· man of "character, experience, 
' "*!!ii** ' 

and intellectual force." 

25 



,---------------------------

THE PRESIDENT 

Over the next three decades, Justice 
' i 

Wihite showed those qualities in· majority 
' 11! !!1!!!!!:1!' ., 

opinions of great depth, and in 
!---~ 'R & %f4AiG 

U&@ 4%• 
i 

dissenting opinions of great wisdom and 
i 

· cqurag__e)When he passed away last . 
ca 

year, people across our country felt the 
...-! 

. loss of a sup~rb judge and a great ' : . . -
A~rican. ~ .,,., I 

26 
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THE PRESIDENT 

John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner 

- io.ne of only two ens,hrined both as 

basketball player and basketball co~chj 
In: a legendary career, Coa~h Wooden -. lep his teams to 885 victories, and saW 

' - -
ju~t 203 losses. 
'~---~~ 

27 



THE PRESIDENT 

His players included some of the greats, 
- a 

among them Kareem Abdul-Jabbar._Bill 

Walton, and Gail Goodrich( And all of 
- W¥• 

his players will tell you the most 

im,portant man on am was not on 
I 

the court ~ttie man who taught 

generations of basketball players the 

fundamentals of hard work, discipline, 

patience, and teamwork 
..., §4i<lfl# 

28 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Coach Wooden· remains a part of their 

li~es, as a teacher of the game - and as 
' - ---~ 

aQ example of what a,good man should 

b~. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 

years, would be very proud of him -

and, Jo'hn, it's wonderful to see you here 
@k rfllA ~ 'a@ §@HOW Ii 

to'day. 
k pf" 

! 

\ 

29 
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THE PRESIDENT 

· Another recipient this afternoon 

Wb-uld have been 69 . .Y.ears old n=ext 
; QiiiiiJiii£L 

rnq,nt!J.l Millions of Americans re~mber 
: ' ' 

. h.earing the news that Roberto Clemente 

, had been lost on a mission to help the' 

people of Nicaragua after an . ---ec;irthquak~/ His full name was Roberto 

Clemente Walker - and e>JQIJ J.n the era 

of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one 
. VJjJi¢- fr 

of the greats. 
I . 

I 

30 



THE PRESIDENT 

' .. . ~ 

He was a young man with a gentle heart ' 
- - • J 

an~ a rifle ar~.\ In the words of one 
,,.- . 

· baseball executive, "I never saw any 
llll!liiiiii# Ut 

ballplayer like him. No, sir ... .. .. 

· Whenever anybody signs a big contract 

these days, we always wonder how 

many millions Clemente would be 

worth." s a former team owner, I can 
:&£ .e 

tell. you: It would be a lot. 

31 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Yet the true worth of this man - seen in .. . 

32 



1-----: --- --

' 
! '. THE PRESIDENT 

Our country and our world have 

been improved by the lives of the men 

. al!ld women. we· honor today{ Now I ask 

the military aide to read the citations. 

33 
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r-------------------------- ----- ---------
' ' 

I , 

THE PRESIDENT 

[After the presentation:] And now, 

Laura and I invite you to join us for a 
' 

reiception in honor of the Medal of 

Freedom recipients. 

May God bless our recipients, and 

may God. bless you all. 

34 



.---------------- ------

THE PRESIDENT 
l E RESIDENT HAS SEE~ 

1f ?--,~Jo? 
• Former Presidential Medal of 

recipients: /' 

· o Zfbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra­

GIN-ski], former National Security 
;a -
Advisor, received the Pre,sidential 

i. 

Medal of Freedom from President 
I 

Carter 

v 



·, ·, 

Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
July 23, 2003 

I Draft #2:3 

Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. Laura and I are 
very pleased to see all of you, especially the distinguished guests we honor 
today, and your proud families. 

Acknowledgments 
• Mrs. Laura Bush 
• Secretary Spencer Abraham, Department of Energy 
• Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State-fij 
• Ambassadors: 

• Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United States Ambassador to the 
Czech Republic 

• Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republ ic Ambassador to the 
United States 

• Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia 
and Venezuela 

• Members of Congress-~ 

• Senator John VVarner (R VA) 
• Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 
• Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA) 
• Congresswoman Deborah Prvce (R-OH) 
• Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX) 

• Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients: 
• Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National 

Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Carter 

• Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton 

• Irving Kristal, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from you in 
July 2002 

I • Medal of Freedom recipients, family members, and distinguished guests 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America's highest civil award. 
It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and 
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and 
other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special distinction added 

1 



·, 

to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a tribute to men and 
women no longer with us, but still highlyregarded 1and fondly remembered. 
All who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedo~ have the continued 
respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people. 

: Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French 
go'.{ernment, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
with millions of Americans the appreciation and a~istry of French cooking. 
Be~ore Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to . 
watch a meal being prepared. The reason, ofcou:rse, is Julia herself - her 
friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach. 
Am:erican cuisine, .and American cu.lture, have been enriched for decades 
by the unmistakable voice and presence ofJulia Child. 

Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals. 
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the driv~-;-up window, and a lot of 

"' those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thoma$. 
The late founder of Wendy's left school wi.thout a diploma, to begin working 
at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to 
fulfill other ambitions in life. He becam.e a benefactor of good causes, 
incl,uding the cause of adoption. Dave ·himself was orphaned at an early 
ag'e, and many young men and womentoday can thank Dave Thomas for 
helping to join them With loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave . 
Thomas went back tq school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted 
him "most likely to succeed." And today his country honors the hard work 
behind his success, and the great generosity Dave Thomas showed to 
others. 

Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one ofthe Kennedy Center 
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even 
further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a 
true master. He has lived l.Jp to the high standards of the music teacher 
who first inspired him - his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example. 
·And all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with:grace, and the perfect 
. touyh at the piano. 

i 

t Like Van; the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas - but 
Dr, :sarzun's life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an 
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. Am:erican citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and 
gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From 
his !first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest - a bestseller published 
in 2000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious rec;iders. 
F~~ academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output, . 
or if1fluence - and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted · 
country. · / 

; Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelling 
dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew 
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston 
him,self has become one ofthe greatest names in film history. Over more 
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill 
an~ role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has 
alsq> been seen throughout his life - during Charlton Heston's service in 
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of 
civil rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights 
tod~y. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a 
citizen, and as a patriot. We are. so honored he is .with us today. 

• 1 We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life 
brought two experiences he could never have expected - that of prisoner, 
and that of president. lh the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia, 

. Vaqlav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and· 
was viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this 
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny. And when the truth finally . 
triumphed in a "kindhearted revolutiorl," the people elected this dignified, 
charming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by 
thre!ats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in 
the cause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty's great heroes. 

I I 

, When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist 
named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States. 
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search 
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Tell'er joined the Manhattan Project, and 
applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever 
faced: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the 
suc9ess of that mission, and helped us to meet 0th.er great national security 
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his 
efforts to the great scientific and moral. task of building a defense against 
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ballistic rnissiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patriotic 
se~ice, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller . 

. i 

·., ·• Professor James Q. Wilson may be the most influential political 
scientist in America since the White House was home to Professor 
Woodrow Wilson. Throughout hiscareer, he has demonstrated the best 
virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawh from 
act~al human experience - and therefore have great practical value in 

·. adtjressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects 
. - frbm the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and 
· prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with 
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the>appreciation of a wide an,d 
growing audience. Professor Wilson, congratulations. 

1 Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the 
United States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame . 

. Jus:tice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at 
ev~rything he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze 
Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general, 
Byron White was tough and determined. When he nominated his close 
friend to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron 
White a man of "character, experience, and intellectual force." Over the 
next three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority 

I . . . . I . 

opi~ions of great depth, al1d in dissenting opi'nions of great wisdom and 
courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt 
the :loss of a superb judge and a great American. 

. John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner- one of only two enshrined 
bot~ as trasketball player and basketball coach. lri a legendary ca~eer, 

. Coqch Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses. 
His iplayers included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul­
Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you 
the most important man on the team was not on the court - the man who 
taught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, 
discipline, patience, and teamwork .. Coach Wooden remains a part of their 
lives, as a teacher of the game - and as an ex(3mple of what a good man 
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 years, would be very proud 
of him:--- and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today. · 
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Another recipient this afternoon ,would have been 69 years old next 
m<;>nth. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto 
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after 
ari earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker - and even in 
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a 
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball. 
ex~cutive, "I never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir, ... Whenever 
aqybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many 
millions Clemente would be worth." As a former team owner, I can tell you: 
It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man - seen in how he lived his 
life, and how he lost his life - cannot be measu'red in money. And all these 
years later, his family can know that America cherishes the memory of 
Roberto Clemente. 

. Our country and our world have been improved by the lives of the 
men and women we honor today. Now I ask the military aide to read the 
citations. 

[After the presentation:] And now, Laura and I invite you to join us for 
a reception in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients. 

May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all. 

Drafted by:· John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
July 23, 2003 
Draft #3 

. ! 
Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. Laura and I are 

\ 

··very pleased to see all of you, especially the distinguished guests we honor 
today, and your proud families. 

Acknowledgments 
• Mrs. Laura Bush 
• !Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State 
• Ambassadors: 

• Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United States Ambassador to the 
Czech Republic 

• · Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republic Ambassador to the 
. i United States 
! 
~ Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia 

I 

: and Venezuela 
I 

• ry1embers of Congress: 
~ Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 
• Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA) 
• Congresswoman Deborah Pryce (R-OH) 
•, Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX) 

• ~armer Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients: 
~ Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former Nationa.1 
· ' Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 

President Carter 
• Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan 

received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton 
• Irving Kristel, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom froni you in 

July 2002 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America's highest civil award. 
It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and 
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and 

. oth~r fields. For most recipients,· this award is a special distinction added 
to ~any prior honors. We also presentthe Medal as a tribute to men and 
women no longer with us, but still highly regarded and fondly remembered. 
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All who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued 
respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people. 

Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French 
gov.ernment, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
wit.h millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking. 
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to 
watch a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself - her 
friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach. 
American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades 
by t.he unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child. 

: Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals. 
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of 
those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas. 
Th~ late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working 
at a1 very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to 
fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good causes, 
including the cause of adoption. Dave himself was orphaned at an early 
agei, and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for 
helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave 
Tho1mas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted 
him "most likely to succeed." And today his country honors the hard work 
beh'ind his success, and the great generosity Dave Thomas showed to 
others. 

I 

' 

, Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of the Kennedy Center 
hon,orees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years.since, he has even 

· furtmer refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipl;ine and consistency of a 
true: master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher 
who first inspired him - his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musidans find inspiration in his example. 
And all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect 
touch at the piano. 

I 

· : Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas - but 
Dr. Barzun's life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an 
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and 
gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From 

1 
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his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest - a bestseller published 
in 2:000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers. 
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output, 

I , 

or influence - and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted 
country. 

Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compemng 
dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew 
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston 
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more 
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill 
any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has 
also been seen throughout his life - during Charlton Heston's service in 
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of 
civil rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights 
today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a 
citiz;en, and as a patriot. We are so honored he is with us today. 

We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life 
broµght two experiences he could never have expected - that of prisoner, 
and that of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechos,lovakia, 
Vaalav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and 
wa~ viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this 
platwright was telling the truth about tyranny. Ano when the truth finally 
triumphed in a "kindhearted revolution," the people elected this dignified, 
ch~rming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by 
thr~ats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in 
thefcause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty's great heroes. 

' When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist 
named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States. 
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search 
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and 
applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever 
faced: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the , 
success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security 
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his 
efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense against 
ballistic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patriotic 
service, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller. 
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Professor James Q. Wilson may be the most influential political 
sci~ntist in America since the White House was home to Professor 
Wo9drow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best 
virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from 
actual human experience - and therefore have great practical value in 
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects 
- fr0m the workings of government bl:lreaucracies, to the causes and 
prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with 
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and 
growing audience. Professor Wilson, congratulati9ns. 

, I 

) Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the 
Unit

1

ed States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame. 
I . . 

Jus~ice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at 
eve~thing he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze 
Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general, 
Byron White was tough and determined. When he nominated his close 
friend to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron 
White a man of "character, experience, and intellectual force." Over the 
next three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority 
opin'ions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and 
courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt · 
the loss of a superb judge and a great American. 

John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner - one of only two enshrined 
I 

both, as basketball player and basketball coach. In. a legendary career, 
Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and .saw just 203 losses. 
His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul­
Jabt;>ar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you 
the, 'iTIOSt important man on the team was not on the court - the man who 
taug1ht generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, 
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their 
lives, as a teacher of the game - and as an example of what a good man 
shol.!lld be. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 years, would be very proud 
of him - and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today. 

: Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next 
month. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto 
Cleriiente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after 
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an1 earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker - and even in. 
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a 
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball 
executive, "I never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir . . . Whenever 
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many 
millions Clemente would be worth." As a former team owner, I can tell you: 
It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man - seen in how he lived his 

·life, and how he lost his life - cannot be measured in money. And all these 
years later, his family can know th~t America cherishes the memory of 
Roberto Clemente. 

Our country and our world have been improved by the lives of the 
men and women we honor today. Now I ask the military aide to read the 
citations. 

[After the presentation:] And now, Laura and I invite you to join us for 
a reception in honor of the Medal of Frreedom recipients. 

I 

May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all. 

Drafted by: John McConnell and Matthew Scu(ly, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom· 
July1 23, 2003 
Draft #2 
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, Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. Laura and I are 
very pleased to see all of you, especially the distinguished guests we honor 
today, and your proud families. 

Acknowledgments 
f., ,.,,~ 

e Mrs. Laura Bush 
e Secretary Spencer Abraham, Department of Energy 
e Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State (T) 

I 

e Ambassadors 
e 1 Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United States Ambassador to the 

Czech Republic · 
• Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republic Ambassador to the 

United States 
e 1 Ambassador William Luers, Former Ambassador to Czechoslovakia 

and Venezuela . 
e Members of Congress 

e: Senator John Warner (R-VA) 
ei Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 

/ 

e1 Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA) 
e

1 
Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX) 

e Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients: 
e 1 Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National 

Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Carter 

e: Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton 

•1 Irving Kristal, received the Presidential Meda,1 of Freedom from you in 
. July 2002 . . 

e Medal of Freedom recipients, family members, and distinguished guests 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America's highest civil award. 
It is :conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the arts and 
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and 
other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special distinction added 
to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a tribute to men and 
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wonhen no longer with us, but still highly regarded and fondly remembered. 
All who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued 
respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people. 

, Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French 
government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
with! millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking. 
Before J1Jlia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to 
watGh a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself- her 
frier,dly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach. 
Arnerican cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades 
by tt;ie unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child. 

1 Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals. 
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of 
those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas. 
The'late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working 
at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to 
fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good causes, 
including the cause of adoption. Dave himself was. orphaned at an early 
age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for 
help 1ing to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave 
Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted 

. him "most likely to succeed." And today his country honors the hard work 
behi 1nd his success, and the great generosity Dave· Thomas showed to 
others. 

I 

Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of the Kennedy Center 
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
Tch~ikovsky Competition in Moscow .. In the years since, he has even 
furth,er refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a 
true master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher 
whoifirst inspired him - his mother, Ri~dia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example. 
And 1all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect 
touch at the piano. 

· Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas - but 
Dr. ~arzun's life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an 
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and 

2 
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gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity.· From 
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest - a bestseller published 
in 2000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers. 
Few academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output, 
or influence - and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted 
country. 

. Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelling 
dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew 
Jac~son ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston 
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more 
tharl a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill 
any :role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has 
also: been seen throughout his life - during Charlton Heston's service in 
Worild War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of 
civil :rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights 
tod~y. Charlton Heston has left his mark on ~ur cquntry as an artist, as a 
citizen, and as a patriot. We are so honored he is with us today. 

I 

: We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life 
broLlght two experiences he could never have expected - that of prisoner, · 
and :that of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia, 
Vaclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and 
was.viewed as an enemy of the state. The most swbversive act of this 
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny. And when the truth finally 
triumphed in a "kindhearted revolution," the people

1
elected this dignified, 

charming, humble, determined man to lead their country. Unintimidated by 
threats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in 
the cause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty's great heroes. 

: When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist 
named Edward Teller. left Europe and found his way to the United States. 
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search 
of th,e most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and 
appUed his disciplined mind to the most urgent tas~ America had ever 
face'd: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the 
success of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security 
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his 
efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense against 
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balHstic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patriotic 
ser-Vice, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller. 

, Professor James Q. Wilson may be the most influential political 
scientist in America since the White House was home to Professor 
Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best 

I 

virtues of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from 
actual human experience - and therefore have great practical value in 
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects 
- from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and 
preV;ention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with 
inteUectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and 
growing audience. Professor Wilson, congratulations. 

i 

: Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the 
United States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame: 
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at 
everything he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze 
Star'. in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general, 
Byron White was tough and determined. When he.nominated his close 
friedd to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron 
White a man of "character,, experience, and intellectual force." Over the 
nextrthree decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority 
opinions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and 
cou~age. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt 
the lpss of a superb judge and a great American. 

John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner - one of only two enshrined 
both: as basketball player and basketball coach. In a legendary career, 
Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses. 
His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul­
Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you 

I 

the most important man on the team was not on the court - the man who 
taug,ht generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, · 
· discilpline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their 
lives:, as a teacher of the game - and as an example of what a .good man 
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 years, would be very proud 
of hini ,,_and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today. 
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Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next 
month. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto 
Clemente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after 
an earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker - and even in 
the' era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a 
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball 
executive, "I never saw any ballplayer like him; No, sir . . . Whenever 
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always.wonder how many 
millions Clemente would be worth." As a former team owner, I can tell you: 
It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man - seen in how he lived his 
life; and how he lost his life - cannot be measured in money .. And all these 
years later, his family can know that America cherishes the memory of 

· Roberto Clemente. 

Our country and our world have been improv~d by the lives of the 
men and women we honor today. Now I ask the military aide to read the 

: i ' 
citations. 

[After the presentation:] And now, Laura and I invite you to join us for 
a reception in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients. 

, May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all. 

Drafted by: John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
July 23, 2003 
Draft #2 

Good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. Laura and I are 
very pleased to see all of you, esp~cially the distinguished guests we honor 
today, and your proud families. · · 

AclCnowledgments 
• Mrs. Laura Bush 
• Secretary Spencer Abraham, Department of Energy 
• r\/ladeleine Albright, former Secretary of State (T) 
• Ambassadors 

• Ambassador Craig Stapleton, United States Ambassador to the 
Czech Republic 

• Ambassador Martin Palous, Czech Republic Ambassador to the 
United States 

• Ambassador William Luers, F.ormer Ambassador to Czechoslovakia 
and Venezuela 

• Members of Congress 
• Senator John Warner (R-VA) 
• Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 
•

1 

Congressman Duncan Hunter (R-CA) 
•• Congresswoman Kay Granger (R-TX) 

• Former Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients: 
•

1 

· Zbigniew Brzezinski [z-BIG-new bra-GIN-ski], former National 
Security Advisor, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 

! President Carter 
• Liz Moynihan, widow of Senator Moynihan; Senator Moynihan 

received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton 
•

1 Irving Kristel, received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from you in 
July 2002 

• Medal of Freedom recipients, family members, and distinguished guests 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America's highest civil award. 
It is ;conferred upon men and women bf high achievement in the arts and 
entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, business, and 
otH~r fields. For most recipients, this award is a special distinction added 
to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a tribute to men and 
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wo,rnen no longer with us, but still highly regarded and fondly remembered. 
All who receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom have the continued., 
respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American people. 

Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French 
government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
with millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking. 
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to 
watch a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself- her 
frierndly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach. 
American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades 
by the unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child, 

' 

• Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals. 
Sometimes all we want is a hamburger at the drive-up window, and a lot of 
those windows are at the places named for the daughter of Dave Thomas. 
The' late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to begin working 
at aNery young age. His great success as a restaurateur allowed Dave to 
fulfilil other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of good c~uses, 
incll'.Jding the cause of adoption. Dave himself was orphaned at an early 
age; and many young men and women today can thank Dave Thomas for 
helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his career, Dave 
Thornas went back to school, and earned a GED. His classmates voted 
him 1"most likely to succeed." And today his country honors the hard work 
behind his success, and the great generosity Dave Thomas showed to 
oth~rs. 

Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one ofthe Kennedy Center 
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even 
.further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a 

. true
1

master. He has lived up to the high standards of the music teacher 
who: first inspired him - his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example. 
And\ all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect 
touoh at the piano. 

i Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas - but 
Dr.· Barzun's life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an 
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and 

I 
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gained a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From 
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest- a bestseller published 
in 2000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers. 
Fe'1 academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output, 
or imfluence - and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted 
country. 

Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelling 
dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben""Hur, Michelangelo, General Andrew 
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston 
himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more 
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill 
any role. The largeness of ch~racter that comes across on the screen has 
also been seen throughout his life - during Charlton Heston's service in 
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of 
civil' rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Bill of Rights 
todqy. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an artist, as a 
citizen, and as a patriot. We are so honored he is with us today. 

. We are honored as well by the presence of an artist whose life 
brought two experiences he could never have expect~d - that of prisoner, 
andithat of president.. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia, 
Vaclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and 
was· viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this 
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny. And when the truth finally 
triurtiphed in a "kindhearted revolution," the people elected this dignified, 
charming, humble, determined man to lead their country, Unintimidated by 
threats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in 
the cause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty's great heroes. 

~ When liberty was threatened by Nazism, a young Hungarian scientist 
named Edward Teller left Europe and found his way to the United States. 
Within a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search 
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller joined the Manhattan Project, and 
applied liis disciplined mind to the most urgent task America had ever 
facep: to develop the atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller contributed to the 
sucqess of that mission, and helped us to meet other great national security 
challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has turned his 
efforts to the great scientific and mc:>ral task of building a defense against 
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ballistic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and patriotic 
service, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller. 

Professor James Q. Wilson may be the most influential political 
scientist in America since the White House was home to Professor 
Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated the best 
virt~es of the academic profession. His theories and ideas are drawn from ) 
actual human experience - and therefore have great practical value in 
addressing social problems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects 
- from the workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and 
prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with 
intellectual rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide and 
growing audience. Professor Wjlson, congratulations. 

1 

· Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the 
United States, only one is also in the College Football Hall of Fame. · 
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at 
eve~thing he attempted. Whether playing football, or earning a Bronze 
Star in World War Two, or enforcing civil rights as deputy attorney general, 
Byrcm White was tough and determined. When he1 nominated his close 
frierid to the Supreme Court, President John F. Kennedy called Byron 
White a man of "character, experience, and intellectual force." Over the 
nex~ three decades, Justice White showed those qualities in majority 
opidions of great depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and 
courage. When he passed away last year, people across our country felt 
the l'oss of a superb judge and a great American. 

John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner - one of only two enshrined 
lboth' as basketball player and basketball coach. In a legendary career, 
Coabh Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses. 
His players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul­
Jabbar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of his players will tell you 
the most important man on the team was not on the court - the man who 
taught generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, 
discipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of their 
lives, as a teacher of the game - and as an example of what a good man 
should be. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 years, would be very proud 
of him - and, John, it's wonderful to see you here today. 
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Another recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next 
mcmth. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto 
Cl~mente had been lost on a mission to help the people of Nicaragua after 
an: earthquake. His full name was Roberto Clemente Walker- and even in 
the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, he was one of the greats. He was a 
young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the words of one baseball 
executive, "I never saw any ballplayer like him. No, sir . . . Whenever 
anybody signs a big contract these days, we always wonder how many 
millions Clemente would be worth." As a former team owner, I can tell you: ~ 
ltwould be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man - seen in how he lived his 
life, and how he lost his life - cannot be measured in money. And all these 
years later, his family can know that America cherishes the memory of 
Roberto Clemente. 

Our country and our world have been improv~d by the lives of the 
men and women we honor today. Now I ask the military aide to read the 
citations. 

• [After the presentation:] And now, Laura and I invite you to join us for 
a reception in honor of the Medal of Freedom recipients. 

May God bless our recipients, and may God bless you all. 

Dr~fted by: John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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Presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
July 23, 2003 
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Draft #1 

Good afternoon; and welcome to the White House. Laura and I are 
very pleased to see all of you, especially the distinguished guests we honor 
tod~y, and your proud families. 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is America's highest civilian 
awa;rd. It is conferred upon men and women of high achievement in the 
arts:and entertainment, public service, science, education, athletics, 
business, and other fields. For most recipients, this award is a special 
disti.nGtion added to many prior honors. We also present the Medal as a 
tribute to men and women no longer with us, but still highly regarded and 
fondly remembered. All who receive the Medal of Freedom have the 
continued respect of their peers, and the lasting admiration of the American 
people. 

Julia Child already holds the highest distinction of the French 
government, as well. She was awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
with millions of Americans the appreciation and artistry of French cooking. 
Before Julia Child came along, no one imagined it could be so interesting to 
wat~h a meal being prepared. The reason, of course, is Julia herself - her 
friendly way, her engaging conversation, and her eagerness to teach. 
American cuisine, and American culture, have been enriched for decades 
by tt:ie unmistakable voice and presence of Julia Child. 

Americans are not always in the mood for exquisite meals. 
Sometimes all we have time for is a hamburger at the drive-up wind.ow, and 
a lot: of those windows are at the places named for'the daughter of Dave 
Thomas. The late founder of Wendy's left school without a diploma, to 
begi:n working at a very young age. His great success as a restaurateur 
allowed Dave to fulfill other ambitions in life. He became a benefactor of 
good causes, including the cause of adoption .. Dave himself was orphaned 
at ari early age, and many young men and women today can thank Dave 
Tho~as for helping to join them with loving parents. At the height of his 
care'er, Dave Thomas went back to school, and earned a GED., His 
classmates voted him "most likely to S'ucceed." And today his country 
honors the hard work behind his success, and the great generosity Dave 
Thomas showed to others. 
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i Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one of 'the Kennedy Center 
honorees. His life of honors started early, as the 23-year-old winner of the 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. In the years since, he has even 
further refined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline and consistency of a 
true1 master. He has lived up to the hi.gh standards of the music teacher 
who. first inspired him - his mother, Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musicians find inspiration in his example. 
And all of us associate the name Van Cliburn with grace, and the perfect 
touch at the piano. 

i Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun also now lives in Texas - but 
Dr. f?arzun's life began 95 years ago in Cretiel, France. He became an 
American citizen in 1933, joined the faculty of Columbia University, and 
gain1ed a reputation as a thinker of great discernment and integrity. From 
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his latest - a bestseller published 
in 2000 - Jacques Barzun has influenced generations of serious readers. 
Fe'{I' academics of the last century have equaled Jacques Barzun's output, 
or i.~fluence - and today he has the profound gratitude of his adopted 
country. 

• 

1 

Charlton Heston is known for his portrayals of the most compelling 
dramatic figures - Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michaelangelo, General Andrew 
Jackson ... and Captain George Taylor. In the process, Charlton Heston 
!himself has become one of the greatest names in film history. Over more 
than a half century, his talent and intensity have proven big enough to fill 

I . 

any role. The largeness of character that comes across on the screen has 
also1 been seen throughout his life - during Charlton Heston's service in 
World War Two, his leadership of a labor union, his activism on behalf of 
civil 1rights in the 1960s, and his principled defense of the Second 

1

• 

Amendment today. Charlton Heston has left his mark on our country as an 
artist, as a citizen, and as a man. We are so honor:ed he is with us today. 

We are honored as well by the presence of ah artist whose life 
brou,ght two experiences he could never have expected - that of prisoner, 
and ~hat of president. In the days of communist rule over Czechoslovakia, 
Vadav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an oppressive government, and 
was 1viewed as an enemy of the state. The most subversive act of this 
playwright was telling the truth about tyranny. And when the truth finalty 
triunhphed in a "kindhearted revolution," the people elected this dignified, 
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charming, humble, determined man to 'lead their country. Unintimidated by 
thre!ats, unchanged by political power, Vaclav Havel has suffered much in 
the ~ause of liberty, and he has become one of liberty's great heroes. 

: i 
I 

[ When liberty was threatened by Nazi Germany; a young man named 
Edward Teller left that country and fownd his way to the United States., 
Wit~in a decade, the German Reich was at war with America and in search 
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Edward Teller joined the Manhattan 
Projlect, and applied his disciplined mind to the most urgent task America 

I 

hadlever faced: to develop an atom bomb before Hitler. Dr. Teller 
contributed to the success of that mission, and helped us to meet other 
gre$t military challenges during the Cold War. In recent decades he has 
turn~d his efforts to the great scientific and moral task of building a defense 
agajnst ballistic missiles. For a long life of brilliant achievement and 
patr,iotic service, America is in the debt of Dr. Edward Teller. 

I 

I 

1 Professor James Q. Wilson is the most influential political scientist in 
America since the White House was home to Professor Woodrow Wilson. 
Thr~ughout his career, he has demonstrated the best virtues of the 
acaaemic profession. His theories and i,deas are drawn from actual human 
exp~rience - and therefore have great practical value in addressing social 
pro~lems. He writes with authority on a range of subjects - from the 
workings of government bureaucracies, to the causes and prevention of 
crime. Whatever his subject, James Q. Wilson writes with intellectual rigor, 
withi moral clarity, to the appreciation of a wide anq growingaudience. 

, ! Of the 108 Americans who have served on the Supreme Court of the 
I 

Uni~ed States, only one is also in the National Football Hall of Fame. 
Justice Byron White was the rare kind of person who seemed to excel at 
evetything he attempted. When he nominated his :close friend to tne 
Su~reme Court, President John F. Kennedy called, Byron White a man of 
"ch~racter, experience, and intellectual force." Over the next three 
dec~des, Justice White showed those qualities in majority opinions of great 
depth, and in dissenting opinions of great wisdom and courage. When he 
passed away last year, people across our country feltthe loss of a superb 

. I . ' ' , 

judge and a great American. 
' ! 

f John Wooden is also a Hall of Farner - the only one enshrined both 
as a basketball player and a basketball coach. In a legendary career, 
Co~ch Wooden led his teams to 885 victories, and saw just 203 losses. 

, I 
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Hi~ players included some of the greats, among them Kareem Abdul­
Jaobar, Bill Walton, and Gail Goodrich. And all of hi.s players will tell you 
the most important man on the team was not on the court -- the man who 
taqght generations of basketball players the fundamentals of hard work, 
dispipline, patience, and teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part oftheir 
lives, as a teacher of the game - and as an example of what a good man 
sh6uld be. Nell Wooden, the coach's wife of 53 years, would be very proud 
of him - and, Coach, it's wonderful to see you here today. 

: Our last recipient this afternoon would have been 69 years old next 
mdnth. Millions of Americans remember hearing the news that Roberto 
Clemente had been lost on a mission- to help the people of Nicaragua after 
an iearthquake. Even in the era of Mays, Mantle, and Aaron, Clemente.was -
'one of the greats - a young man with a gentle heart and a rifle arm. In the 
words of one baseball executive, "I never saw any ballplayer like h-im. No, 
sir.I.:. Whenever anybody signs a big contractthese days, we always 
wonder how many millions Clemente would be worth." As a former team 
owner, I can tell you: It would be a lot. Yet the true worth of this man -
seen in how he lived his life, ·and how he lost his life - cannot be measured 
in money. And all these years later, his family can know that America 
ch~rishes the memory of Roberto Clemente. 

I 

: Our country and our world have been improved by the lives of the 
men and women we honor today. Now I ask the military aide to read the 
cit~tions, and I will present the Presidential Medal of Freedom . 

. i 
Drafted by: - John McConnell and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 

Office: 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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