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JIMMY CAJlTER 

October 29, 2001 

'To President George W. Bush 
I 

I understand that you are seeking the passage of fasMra.ck legislation that will en­
'hance our ability to negotiate freer trade agreements bilaterally, regionally, and under the 
:auspices of the World Trade Organization. I have always believed that the United States 
:greatly benefits from such trade agreements, and following the Tokyo round while I was 
president I have supported each effort by my successors to achieve this goal. 

It is important that Congress approve trade-promotion authority as soon as possi-
.. ble, and my hope is that adequate bi-partisan support can be obtained to make this possi­
ble. I know from experience that there are a number of Democrats who have never been 
Willing to approve any such legislation, but we have been able to depend on others who 
have taken a consistently positive approach. Like myself, they have insisted on reason­
able labor and environmental standards among the nations that will become our new trade 
partners. These include Congressmen Charles Rangel, Sander Levin, Bob Matsui, and 
Jim McDermott, who, I understand, have not been involved in the drafting of the Tho­
mas-Dooley bill. 

I have heard that you will be meeting with some of these Democratic leaders, and 
trust that an accommodation can be reached with them so that the Thomas-Dooley bill 
can be strengthened and enjoy wider support among the democratic leaders. If so, please 
assure Ambassador Zoellick that I will be glad to help in any way possible. Such legisla­
tion offers the best chance of success in Congress and a finn foundation on which to lead 
tpe world toward a freer trading system. 

The Honorable George W. Bush 
The President 
the White House 
Washington, DC 20500-2000 

Sincerely, 
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