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TO: : " Melissa Bennett
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"REQUEST:". o To dehver remarks at the 50" Annlversary of Natzonal Revzew
. magazme L : . S
PURPOSE: . S ~ To address the anmversary celebrat1on of the leadmg conservatlve
o periodical. :
IYBACKGROUND: C Fo’unded in 1955, at a time when the words "eQnserVatiVe'f, and -

"intellectual” were rarely seen in the same sentence National
Review is the leading conservative p"eriodi‘c‘al in-the United |

© States. National Review revolutionized political thinking, and
had an immediate affect on conservative leaders such as Barry
Goldwater and Ronald Reagan. ) I

© PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION! N/A
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Paul Krugman then repeated the original misstatements. Under
Bush’s proposal, workers will have a choice about whether to
open a personal account. If they open one, they will be choos-
ing to rely more on those accounts, and less on government
checks, for their retirements than the people who choose to stay
in the regular system. In return for the opportunity to build a nest
egg in the account, in other words, workers would have to
accept smaller checks from the government. People who choose
the accounts will come out ahead if their investments get a
return that averages above 3 percent a year. From this fact, the
Post somehow concluded that Bush was going to let workers get
only the returns above 3 percent, while the government would
take everything up to 3 percent. That would make the proposal
a very bad deal for workers. But it’s not true.

Not all the confusion about the president’s plan is the result of
incompetent reporting. On Fox News, Vice President Dick
Cheney said that the plan involved trillions of dollars in “transi-
tion costs.” Viewers who are not experts on Social Security—
almost all viewers, in other words—were left with the incorrect

impression that Bush’s reform raises costs. Cheney never ex-
plained that the “transition costs™ are just a matter of paying for
some of Social Security’s obligations now rather than later. Ifthe
principal players in the administration are not going to shoot
down bogus arguments against reform, who will?

Meanwhile, some reformers seem intent on shooting down
potentially productive compromises. Jim McCrery, a Repub-
lican representative from Louisiana, suggested that while
Democrats resist letting workers invest their payroll taxes, per-
haps they would support letting workers invest their income
taxes. That idea needs some refinement. And a reasonable case
could be made that it is premature for McCrery to be talking
about compromises at all at the very start of this debate. But his
idea does not deserve to be dismissed out of hand, as the Wall
Street Journal’s editorialists did. It is possible to see it forming
the basis for a compromise that advances conservative goals
(such as expanding the new investor class). Getting a good plan
through Congress is going to be difficult enough for Bush
without his allies’ making it harder.

notes & asides

B Memo to: WFB
From: Ed Capano
Re: 50th anniversary year

Dear Bill: | thought you might like to
inform our readers about our 50th an-
niversary year festivities.

We'll celebrate NR's 50th anniver-
sary with a gala party at the Build-
ing Museum in Washington, D.C. on
October 6. That will be followed by a
commemoration of your 80th birthday
with a bash at the Pierre Hotel in New
York City on November 17. The plans
for both events are still in the works but
| think our readers would like to mark
those dates on their calendars.

Overshadowed by its parent and
the events planned, National Review
Online observes its 10th anniversary in
July. We have yet to settle on an appro-
priate way of observing this milestone,
but you can bet we'll come up with
something appropriate.

One of the highlights of the year has
to be the 50th anniversary year cruise
to the British Isles in July aboard the
Crystal Symphony. It will be round trip
from London (Dover) departing on
July 10 and returning on July 21. We've
also added a pre-cruise package in
London for anyone interested. So far,
this cruise has been wildly popular and

we've already sold 125 cabins, more
than 60 percent of the total allotted to
us. If there is anyone interested, they'd
better let us know ASAP.

We will have more information avail-
able for all the events (the cruise ex-
cepted) and will let everyone know as
soon as details are finalized.

It should be a heck of a year.

Best,
Ed

B Memo to: WFB
From: Dorothy

You asked about the book,
and | am sending you a
second copy. How do you
want to describe it for the
benefit of the West Coast
gang?

Dorothy: Herewith . . .

America’s First Frogman: The Draper
Kauffman Story. By Elizabeth Kauffman
Bush. Annapolis, Naval Institute Press.
221 pp.

This, as the title does not conceal, is the
story of America’s first frogman. Draper
Kauffman was to the Navy born—the
son of a naval officer—and before he

completed his career had served as
superintendent of the U.S. Naval
Academy, then back to the sea as
commander of U.S. Naval Forces in the
Philippines, and on to service as the
critical and ingenious innovator in mod-
ern underwater demolition. His wartime
career ended excitingly in Tokyo Bay.
The Japanese had agreed to surren-
der, and two weeks later the whole
world awaited the arrival in Tokyo Bay
of General Douglas MacArthur on
the USS Missouri. But there was
well-grounded suspicion that loyalist
Japanese would make a final defiant

move. Commander Draper Kauffman
led a team of underwater demo-
lition experts deep into Tokyo's
harbor. They discovered a cache
of suicide boats and torpedoes,

7
which they duly disassembled

and destroyed—after which Draper
Kauffman ambled into the city for a
relaxing, illegal, look at Tokyo, the
first American to view from the ground
the cradle of Pearl Harbor and of a
mighty war. The story is devotedly
recounted by the hero’s sister, who
contrived to get a personal introduction
to this book by President George H. W.
Bush—her brother-in-law. She could
probably have succeeded in getting a
second preface from her nephew, the
incumbent President Bush, but this is a
story not about the Bushes, but about
the illustrious Kauffmans.
—WFB
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’b”BUlldlng
?fw1thout your presence there I enclose the speech Pre51dent
:fiReagan gave celebratlng our 30th annlversary I so much hope you

'jcan jOln us.5“”

- Noveémber 29,.2004 .

President; »,:

‘major event of the century——for us and for conservatlvespfn"\

to sh1n1ng sea——ls the 50th annlversary of Natlonal

‘ﬁWe w111 celebrate 1t on October 6 2005 at the Natlonal;jf e

Museum 1n Washlngton, D C. It would not be rlght

- 'Ever-yoeurs,. -

Wm. F. Buckley Jr..

-~fThe Pre51dent of the Unlted States:v"
- The.White House W
. 1600 Pennsylvanla Avenue

- ~ Washington, D.C. 20500
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' REAGAN SPEECH AT'NR 30" ANNIVERSARY DINNER

R
e

Ladles and gentlemen I mean it llterally when Lsay itis a dellght to be. here e
- ftomght The ed1tors associates, and friends of Natzonal Review are celebrated not _]USt for,‘] E
_skillful argument and sound polemlcs but for the wit, warmth——even memment—of

el their: gatherlngs , ‘ S
- T will admit that 11ke most of his fnends I wonder 1f Bill Buckley s well known Sl

» _regard for fun doesn’t geta Tittle out of hand. A couple of years-ago; 1 made a _
“congratulatory phone call to an annlversary party for Bill Buckley S telephone show -
*Now as you ! know, ang Line attracts mary 1mportant guests, some of whom, however
.~ are-also very,, very controvers1al No sooner had I p1cked up the phone and said, “Hello,”
' than Bill’ 's voice came ringing. through ‘Mr. President, ’'m standmg here w1th Gordon

.v“L ddy onmy ri ght and Howard Hunt on my left; and we await your orders, sir.”

o “Ventnloqu1st i

o - And once when Bill was asked what JOb he wanted in the Adm1n1strat10n of h1
. friend the Pre51dent he- repl1ed in: hlS typ1cally ret1r1ng and deferentral way

But when you think about 1t the word “fun” really is 1mportant to the meanmg of E

- ‘,‘_Natzonal Review and the conservative movement it fostered, a word, as B111 Buckley :
. might put it, that is transcendentally frei ghted resonant: w1th metaphys1cal meaning and‘ .
'~ overtone.” By which he would mean (I got- used to 1nterpret1ng in Geneva--so with- your

~ permission; Blll) itis a word not very popular in our century Espec1ally those ‘who -
[’preach the supremacy of the state who think they can remake man and society in the Y
~.image ofa, brave new world.. For these serlous people carthly paradise is always _]USt = o

‘,,around the corner, and evenmgs like these are bourgeors distractions. Laughter 1tself is -
- -suspect; and even fun is an’ act of subver51on It is purportedly why Lenm refused to l1sten
to’ mu51c - > L '

- Butitis also why all of us are here ton1 ght——to celebrate th1rty years of w1tty, =

'-ClVlllZCd pages from our beloved Natzonal Review and the damage the: term1nal damage

:those pages have done to modem statism and its unrelentmg grimness. . :
: Since its’ beg1nn1ng in 1955, National Revzew has argued that polltlcs and state
'power—hke all human endeavors—have their 11m1tatlons and that acknowledglng those )

e limitations is the beg1nn1ng of pollt1cal—even earthly——w1sdom It really 1s'an’.

' ".“'acknoyv ledgment that God means for us——at least sometimes-—to take life: as 1t corres to

L ~ woo, to laugh, to love, and to make room, as you have tomght and throughout the thrrty-

L year life span of Natzonal Review, for fun R : : n
L If any’ of you doubt the 1mpact of Natzonal Revzew s verve and attract1veness take

.a look around you this evemng The man standmg before ! you was a Democrat when he
" p1cked up his first issu€ in.a plam brown wrapper; and even now, as an occupant of
;publlc housmg, he awaits as anmously as ever his blweekly edition—without the =~ PR
_ wrapper Over here is the Director of the Central Intelllgence Agency, who, besrdes e

~running a successful presrdent1al campaign in 1980, is, the same New York lawyer who :
“ drew up the incorporation papers for National Revzew Or ask any of the young leaders m
the media, academia, or government here ton1ght to name the pr1nc1pal intellectual - -

.\.'mﬂuence n thelr formatlve years On thrs pornt Ican assure you Natzonal Revzew is to I R




T the ofﬁces of the West ng of the Wh1te House what People is to 'your dent1st 'S wa1t1ng SR
L roont. : R S
T ‘So.in standmg up, then for what Russell K1rk m1ght call the metaphys1cs of fun I.v.'f',j e
~ think. h1story will show National Review also launched a spirited and decisive defense of’ &%
T freedom. NR taught several generations of. conservat1ves that it is this recognition ofa- - i S T
- »"fﬂ;hlgher order that enables the individual to'stand againist the massed power of the modem S
« o state and say No there is more to 11fe than your budget and bureaus your camps and E
S constramts o o o ;
e All of this was’ agamst the trend of the t1me and drew its share of dlsapprovmg
’ stares Just when pol1t1cal commentary had become so ponderous, along comes this - e R
o spmted capt1vat1ng little journal pledgmg in: the now fam1l1ar words of i 1ts ﬁrst issue: “It SRR At
" stands athwart h1story, yelllng, Stop. . ST : R e
_ .+ ‘Let he.now. simply and’ brlefly do what | came here to do ton1ght and that 1s as.
N " President of the United States, to-salute the editors, assoc1ates and fr1cnds of Nazzonal
) j‘?-.'vRevzew and on behalf of America, the Free World—and especlally the not-so- free S g e
- world—to thank each one of * you for your extraordmary work your sacrlﬁce your darmgfiv_'_“ o
4'and devot1on , ST
: T want to assure you tomght You d1dn t Just part the: Red Sea—you rolled 1t back R
R drled it up, and left exposed for all the: world to see, the naked desert that'is statism. And ‘ ’
then, as if that weren’t enough you gave to the world somethmg different, somethmg 1n
- its weariness it desperately needed the sound of laughter and the s1ght of the r1ch green
. uplands of freedom. . - P : :
“Butif tomght we. celebrate Natzonal Revzew asa force for change of humcane
jforce we also note tonight that the eye of the huiricane'is retmng Priscilla Buckley 1s R
T known for her adventurous spirit; nowhere has that spmt been better ev1denced than'i 1n ;. '
. her. w1llmgness to be at the center for almost th1rty years of the wh1rlw1nd at 150 East
35th Street. That she has come through all th1s with a reputation unchallenged for .-
: Journal1st1c sk1ll and profess1onal1sm as well as the sweetest d1spos1tron onthe Eastem
,v_-"’Seaboard IS test1mony to her work and to her llfe Tomght PI’lSCllla Amerrca and its =
L _Pre51dent and all of us honor you and thank you.: RS
R - “Now, ladies and gentlemen, recently a message from Blll Buckley was sent
through the: Whlte House staff about my remarks’ here-—and T quote = “Bill sdys thisi is”
¢ .7 the thirtieth, and you should say somethmg 1mportant hke announcmg anew. Marshall B
Plan 0 IR .
S Well, we shall see about aMarshall Plan but for the moment perhaps a few
concludmg remarks on the future of this journal and the_ conservat1ve movement it’
. fostered ate.in order 1 think most of you are aware that there is now in the nation’s -
F— '_'cap1ta1 a consensus on the need for reducing marg1nal tax rates—even the Ways and T
Means Committee proposal though it is not the-bill we asked for agrees that such h1gh EESETS S
' rates are an obstacle to economic growth and initiative: i R ‘
' . On another front not only has the House of Representat1ves agreed to S e e
i humamtanan assistance to the Nicaraguan freedom- ﬁghters it has lifted, largely on 1ts R R
! own accord the ban’ against helping anti- Commumst 1nsurgenc1es in Africa. T think you
-I;fw111 agree thatitisa long way to: travel from Dear Comandante to spontaneous repeal o
e ofthe ClarkAmendment o Bl T




@

. _'fheld than: first, a belief in govemment as the great redistributors of i income: through
-/ punitive tax rates; and second, ‘an‘adhererice to post-Vietnam isolationism and the

Bel1eve me, there were few art1cles of fa1th in the l1beral credo more fervently

. adolescent notion that anyone brandishing arifle, wearing green- fatigues, and callmg
: hlmself a'socialist revolut1onary was worthy of Amencan sympathy and support

“Now'the question I want to ask you is this: If at Natzonal Revzew s last

: ann1versary dinner someone had told you that ina little over four- years tax rates could be o

o cut from 70 percent to nearly half of that and that we would be not only helpmg a’
. growing anti- Communist insurgency in Central America but lifting the proh1b1t1on
- 'against such assistance in Angola—and that in both cases these changes wouldbe
" effected by a House of Representat1ves supposedly dom1nated by llberal Democrats——
e wouldn t'you have tagged him orhera hopeless opt1mlst‘7 .

. reached that point which military historians s1ngle out.as critical to the outcome of any,
'_,..L,battle the point at which one side begms to display a ‘decisive will to win, a kmd of

' “psycholo glcal dommance over the consciousness of the other. The pointiat wh1ch the. "=

o "adversary is more preoccupled with countenng our next tact1cal move than with changmg‘ ST
L a strateg1c prcture that he does not even real1ze is shlftlng dangerously against him, How =~

Yet it is all happemng and: w1ll continue to happen And for thls reason We have

' -many Northern generals preoccupred in General McClellan’s words; with what: “Bobby

L fv,_.;__Lee will do next,” came to naught because they falled to do what common sense or: thelr ’ o
. own strateg1c plan d1ctated‘? As Yog1 Berra sa1d once: “90 percent of th1s game is half e

mental.”

E And today, the adversanes of conservat1ves seem sometlmes more concemed w1th -
our agenda than we-are: ourselves It is the kind of slide that, once it beg1ns s almost

4 impossible to halt. Already some young members of the other party: have had to face
s charges that they are-me-{o0 Democrats—what a refreshmg ring that has to those of us

- who remember how-a s1m1lar express1on was used in the Fifties. And I wonder 1f the day S

_is not too far off when some Democratic pre51dent1al candidate sweeps the primaries by ..

o declanng, “We are all conservatives now.” And then- proudly boasts of hlS subscnptlon o

B National Review. Again, w1thout the wrapper.. : R )
. . Ladies and gentlemen, the: strateglc srtuatlon 1ntemat10nally is: also changmg, and S
E decmvely so. While democracies.are. growmg in econothic- strength the total1tar1an world do T

" _is in decay and d1sarray We see that Marx was nght The economic order 1s makmg

- demands on the poutlcal crder. But he was ‘wrong ak ;out where it wotld. happcn Cl*ma is’ -
L only the most remarkable and most recent example ‘Add to this the growth in democratlc f
T 1nst1tut10ns around the world. In Asia, the realization that personal freedom means._ ...

- economic growth has'made a number of small natlons models of ¢ économic. progress
. Even Europe, the birthplace of socialism, is now catchmg up with the Laffer curve. And

) it is especially in Europe that we see one of the most 1mportant changes I belreve thls
j Joumal has helped to spark Statism has lost the: 1ntellectuals .

R t1me ‘one conﬁned to Europe or 11m1ted to monetary aid. A Marshall Plan of mind and

. heart and spmt—a Marshall Plan of ideas. Ideas that National Review first promoted: the s
R worth of the individual, the value of personal freedom, the efficacy of the free market; the =
AT _w1sdom of representatlve const1tut1onal government and the rule of law under God

- So there is; after all,-a Marshall Plan to announce here this’ even1_ g—but not thrs




. sl1ghtest bit of breath1ng space, must and will tnumph 1t 1s th1s spark of. l1fe that thls
| J‘oumal and the conservative: movement have provided.. -

.. would add something, because you and I remember a time of the forest ‘primeval, a tlme
. when. n1ghtmare and. danger reigned and only the kmghts of darkness preva1led When
* conservatives seemed Without a champion in-the critical battle of. style and content. And RER
~then, suddenly riding up through the mists, came our chpboard bearmg Galahad ready to i
* “take on any challengers in:the cr1t1cal battle of point and counterpomt And, w1th grace. '
. and humor and pass1on to raise a standard to wh1ch patr10ts and lovers of freedom could
repa1r L

v‘ l1ke everythmg else he does, he has made of that too-an art form:

We know that the permanent thmgs this Joumal stands for, 1f g1ven only the R

When he left Commun1sm for the' Western side; one: ed1tor of the magaz1ne sa1d

- he understood his defection to mean he was joining the losers. I can think of no better . o L
o uway to pay tnbute to his memory—and frankly nothmg he would: have l1ked better—than
0 say: We can affirm here tomght that. Whittaker. Chambers Was wrong That c1v1l1zatlon

' ;i:W111 tnumph That freedom is the' W1nn1ng side. - : L

- One. ﬁnal note I think eventually the pundlts and analysts are go1ng to catch on to

.,'."fo__f-‘the €Nnormous: force and deep roots of the conservat1ve movement. Some of them even.: .- T
~ seem to have ﬁnally realized that I actually am’one and that T mean it. And’ When that = L
happens they are _going torealize someth1ng not only: about th1s Joumal but about 1ts i '
*founder. and ed1tor that Bill Buckley is perhaps the most 1nﬂuent1al Joumahst and :
= : 1ntellectual in our era—that he: changed our:country, indeed our century

- While I'am quite certain that this'is what hlstory will say, T also know you and:

lee rnyself many of you have known and been grateful for B1ll s fnendsh1p—" R

So; Bill, one last word: 10°you: We thank you for your fnendshlp You are of

fcourse a great man, And'so we thank you also, for National Review, for settlng loose so
o .much good in the World And B1ll——thanks too for all the fun

God bless you
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