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HELPING TEENS AND PARENTS MAKE HEALTHY DECISIONS

oy

o Presrdentral Actron

> Presrdent Bush annOunced a new initiative to educate teens and parents about the health risks associated IR
~ withrearly: sexual actrvrty and to provide the tools needed to help teens make responsrble chorces ::;-, 3 :
- E l
> - In support of thrs new |n|t|at|ve the President announced that his Frscal Year 2005 budget would double the
- funding for abstinence education delivered in schools and community based settings - from $135 million to -
. more than.$270 million. - President Bush aiso directed the Department of Health and Human Services to
‘ develop scientifically- -pased standards for abstinence education curricula, and he called for a review of alt
- federal programming for youth addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDs
‘prevention to ensure that the federal government is sending consistent health messages to teens. Finally,
- President Bush will launch a public education campaign’ desrgned to help parents communrcate with therr
: chrldren about the risks associated with early sexual actrvrty - o

B Background =

' fAlthough teen pregnancy rates have been in declrne since the early 1990’s, there are more t 836'_(_)00 te‘ | »
pregnancres a year. At this level the United States has the hrghest rate of teen pregnancy of any mdustrralrzed s

= natron

I addrtron each year there are 15 million new cases of sexually transmrtted drseases (STDs) in the Unrted

= States; and at least 3 million cases affect teenagers. That means 41,000 cases a day, or 10,000 teens who

 become infected each and every day. According an Institute of Medicine (National Academy of Scrences) study,‘
overall costs of STDs excludrng HIV/AIDs - exceed $10 brllron a year : .

'A survey conducted by the Girl Scouts of the Unrted States reveaIed that 8 12 year old grrIs want o stay in school

aspire to attend college, have careers, healthy marriages, and families.- However, when teens become: pregnant L

~ ordevelop an STD, these hopes and dreams can be shattered. Teen mothers are less: likely to complete school -~
and more likely to be single- parents And developing an STD can cause I|felong health complrcatrons rncludrng R
' rntertrlrty : , =

\
A

'Parents and teens need tooIs to be able to communrcate wrth each other about these very rmportant rssues

- “According to a recent survey by the Natronal Campaigni to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, teens are looking for -

information and guidance from their parents to help them postpone sexual activity. Teens. say that parents

~influence their decisions about sex more than friends and other.sources. According to the same survey, parents = |

underestimate their own influence and mistakenly believe that teens’ friends are the most influential. In fact, most
- of the teens surveyed believed that it would be easier for teens to postpone sexual actrvrty and avoid teen-
pregnancy i they were able to have more open honest conversatrons about these toprcs with their parents

i PROGRAM spechrcs

% The Fiscal Year 2005 budget-would double the tundrng for abstrnence educatlon in school and communrty

based settings — from §135 million to more than $27O mrIIron “This money wrll fund existing programs that ' '_ N

- are effective ;- N
o Community-Based Abstinence Educatron Program : :
o State based Abstinence Educatron Grants (Sectron 510 of the Socral Securrty Act)

: Fbrvmore infOrma_tion on the President’s initiatives, please visit www.whitehouse.govvf % O R N




.

o The Adolescent Fam;ly Life (AFL) Program, and '
o A new effort through the Department of Health and: Human Services:
- = Developing-scientifically-based standards for abstinence education curncula N
= Reviewing within:six months all federal programming for youth addresslng teen '
pregnancy preventlon family planning, STD and HIV/AIDs prevent|on to ensure that the .
federal government is sending consistent messages to teens. - -
Launching a public education campaign designed to help parents commumcate W|th thelr:
-children about the nsks assomated with earIy sexual act|V|ty e :

- For more information on the President’s initiatives, please visit www.whitehouse.gov




New In|t|at|ves in Presrdent Bush S State of the Unlon Address )
January 20 2004 ’

SR o
. In h|s State of the. Unron Address Presrdent Bush called on-our Natron to complete the work begun durlng
- the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength To address America’s most

pressing needs, the President announced new initiatives to strengthen economic growth, further reform’
education and job training, address the rising: cost of health care; and make Amenca a more Lot

L compasslonate Nation. : L

: Jobs for the 21st Centurv

> ‘America’s. growrng economy is also a changrng economy, and Presrdent Bush wants to heIp AR
o Amerrcans gain the skills needed to prosper in our new economy. Presiderit Bush announced Jobs
- for the 21st Century — more than $500 million for a serles of measures to better prepare current and
e future workers forJobs in the new mrllennlum : "

Presrdent Bush wants to help current workers get the trarnlng and skrlls they need to secure JObS in- -
- high-growth industries. He also wants to help better prepare high‘school students to enter higher -
~ education or the workforce. This initiative is especlally important at'a time when 80% of the 5
- fastest-growrng JObS in'the U.S. requrre hlgher educatron and many requrre math and scrence skllls '

o The Presrdent S Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would expand support through ‘
: Amerrca s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnershrps
* between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, based on
successful pilot programs launched by President Bush in 2001 and 2002. A
President Bush’s plan will improve the qualrty of education at our Nation's mlddle and h|gh '
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
including $100 million to. help striving readers and $120 million to improve math educatron
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in-low-income schools and
~ invites professionals with private-sector math and science experience to teach part-time in-
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school - '
courses, it would provide Iargergrants for college underthe Pell Grant program o

E Maklng Health Care More Affordable

> The raprdly rlsrng cost of health care is the main reason why millions of Americans lack health
insurance today. To make insurance more affordable, the President proposed measures to .
- address rising healthcare costs and help more Americans afford i insurance.

_ Tax-Free Health Savmgs Accounts (HSAs): As part of the Medrcare prescnptron drug bll| that »
President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able to take advantage of HSAs=
fully portable, tax- free savings accounts that can.be used to pay for medical expenses lncurred by
“individuals, spouses, or dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if -~ -
the taxpayer does not itemize, and contributions by an employer are not rncluded in the lndrvrdual s
taxable income.. R ‘ ‘

White House Office of Comm‘un‘i‘catlohs N
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> Tax-free Insurance Premrums for HSAs: Presldent Bush proposed that |ndIV|duaIs who- buy
« catastrophic health care coverage as part of their new Health Savings Accounts, be allowed to
: fdeduce_QQ_/o,of the premium from their taxes. This new deduction of health insurance premlums
- which will be available to taxpayers whether or-not they itemize, will make health coverage more
affordable for millions of Amencans who do not get coverage through the|r workplace

\' i;-The President also calIed on Congress fo estabI|sh refundable tax credlts of up to $1 000 for
lndlwduals and $3 000 for families to help Iow-lncome workers buy heaIth |nsurance coverage

" The Presldent called for Congress to pass Assoc1at|on Health Plans to enable small buslnesses to ‘
provide health coverage to more workers by allowmg them to band. together and negotlate lower
. insurance rates. : , ._

President Bush pfoposed to double the budget to $100 million for demonstratlon prolects reIated to
V health |nformat|on technology, wh|ch will'save lives and help to reduce costs.: - -

- Doublmg Our Efforts to Expand Democracv

“ > The Natlonal Endowment for Democracy (NED) was establlshed by Congress dunng the Reagan \

~ Administration to expand democracy throughout the world. Governed by an independent, - »
- nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support pro-

~ .. democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part’ through direct grants to NGOs "

-and civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the - |
. press, and free elections.. Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President called-
for doubllng the NED budget, allocating the additional $40 m|Il|on to programs in the Middle East.

mlnq Younq Amerlcans Make Healthy DeC|S|ons ,

Addressrng the Natronal ChaIIenge of Teen Substance Abuse Approx1mate|y 14 mllllon Amerlcan |
teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of driig treatment; according to research done by

~ the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).. Data also show that, if a -

" child does not start using drugs in his or her teen years, he or she is much less llker to develop a -

substance abuse problem later.

- I h|s State of the Unlon address PreS|dent Bush announced anew |n|tlat|ve to help young Amerlcans -
+ avoid being ensnared by addiction. - His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million—a $23 million--
. increase—for student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention-

o ‘3'programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and prlvate sector
- workplaces.. The President's anti-drug policies are working — just last month, a leading national survey
found that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8, 10, and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decllne -

~indrug use among these age groups, ahead of the Pre3|dent’s two-year goal of 10%

- Encouragrng Role Models fo Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: PreS|dent Bush calIed on

- America’s major sports leagues and athletes to end the use of performance-enhancing drugs: Their-

K - use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the-millions of young Amerlcans ’
= ‘encouraglng young people to take dangerous rlsks W|th their health and safety ' R

c T 1/202004
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The President wil ask these leagues and athletes to |mplement stnngent drug policies to seta healthter-
and more positive example for America’s young people. These policies will also protect the integrity of -
thelr sports and ensure the health and weII -being of athletes. : '

Expandmg Support for Teen Abstmence Promotion: Each year three mrttron Amencan teenagers ‘
contract sexually transmitted diseases, causing emotional harm and serious health consequences,
even death. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens and parents about the health
risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools needed to help teens make responsible

~ choices. The President’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget would increase the funding for abstinence education -

programs-to more than $270 million. President Bush also directed the Department of Health and
Human Services to develop research-based standards for model abstinence education curricula, and

" he called for a review of all Federal programming for youth addressing teen pregnancy prevention,

>

- family planning, and STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that the Federal government is sending
 the right messages to teens. He also announced a public education campaign designed to help

parents communrcate wrth their chrldren about the health risks associated with early sexual actrvrty

'Emgowerrng Faith- Based and Communrty Cha rrtres to Helg Those in Need

Many faith-based organlzatrons that have been effect|ve in serving the poor have faced d|scrrm|nat|on ‘
intheir efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied many of these problems, but should be protected by statute.

~ President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment -

for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social

'( 'servrces from the countrys most effective chantres whether secular or faith-based organlzatlons

.“>

e Protect__g Communrtres by Reducing Recrdrvrsm-Amonq ReturrLg lnmates '

Some 600 000 prrsoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released thts year
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional -

- costs to themselves and society. To reduce the number of these: prisoners committing new crimes,

President Bush proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and

- ‘community organrzatrons in dealrng wrth the challenges of helping returnrng tnmates contribute to

society.

> Through a cottaboratron with faith- based and communrty organrzatrons and the Department of Labor

112012004

(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

_paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The

President's FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. "

White House Offie of Communications *




- The State of the Unron
January 20 2004

1 In hlS State of the Unron address President Bush drscussed the serious chaIlenges facrng our Natron and the steps we'
“must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous, and more hopeful country. The President recognrzed that,
‘over the last three years, America has come together to overcome great challenges, and he underscored his faith and
confidence-in the American people and our Nation'’s future. Now the choice is clear - to move fonrvard on the path to
freedom and prosperity, or to-turn back R ‘ S

Presrdent Bush laid out ambitious goals for the future, beh|nd wh|ch all Amencans can un|te and urged the Natlon to move ;-
~ forward wrth the work that still needs to be done this year. : L e

1. Makrng America Safer wrth Declsrve Act|on to Win the War on Terror g
2 Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future -

- 3. . Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans
4 Burldrng a Better and More Compasslonate Amer|ca for AII

Makrng Amerrca Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror \

Amenca is safer today because of the decisive act|on and leadershlp of President Bush AIthough there has not been a-
successful attack on our-homeland in 28 months; the President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security
and complacency He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists .and- pursurt ofa forward
strategy of freedom to promote democracy throughout the Mlddle East :

<> America cont|nues to wage a relentless campargn agarnst terrorlsts who threaten our country In th|s war, Amerlca
© s taking the offensive ~ denying terrorists refuge; identifying, blocking, and seizing their finances; and ho|d|ng
" terrorists and their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two- thlrds of the known Al- Qalda Ieaders e

, '|nclud|ng the mastermind of the September 11 attacks : ~ T »

: o Afghanlstan once ruIed by the brutaI Tallban reglme that sheltered Al- Qalda has adopted a new
- constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women
¢ -Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle ali of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o " In'Irag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
- systematically routed from their hiding places and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater responsrbllrty -
- for their own security and future government, and America and more than 30 natioris are helping the Iraqi
“people make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June AIthough |t is hard work we will stand by

© them as they complete the transmon to democracy :

- > The PreS|dent called on Congress to renew the USA PATRIOT Act wh|ch provrdes Iaw enforcement OffICIa|S wrth :
+."essential tools needed to track down terrorists. The USA PATRIOT Act allows |nvest|gators and prosecutors touse |f.
S ‘laws ongrnally designed to prosecute embezzlers.and drug trafﬂckers to bring international terrorists to justice =
e "enabllng Federal law enforcement to better share mformatlon track terrorlsts drsrupt thelr ceIIs and selze therr
o .assets : S :

‘ - The Presrdent recognizes that different threats require dlfferent strategres He is worklng with other nat|ons to -
+_-ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear amb|t|ons and | Jom the world communlty in: preventrng the .
. ___spread of dangerous weapons L :

”»-Amerrca ) act|ons W|ll result in the spread of democracy in the Mlddle East an |mportant step that W|Il provrde an
. ‘alternative to terror and violence. ‘To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling fora
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, -and focusing its new:work on the development of
' ';free elections, free markets free press, and free labor unions |n the Middle East. S S e




Kee‘gin‘g‘.,Americg on Track for a More Prosperous Future

' The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America’s ecOnomy‘ Despite the"unprecedented economic ‘i

- shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate: scandals and war, Amerrca s.economy |s on track for recovery

- Il and sustained job creation,

< The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the rlght actron atthe rrght time for our-
- economy. :This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
- lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create |ncent|ves for job creatron and.
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.
 The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth i in the 3t quarter of 2003 and new home construction
» were the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing. activityis :
- increasing; inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter mllllon jobs were created in the last half of 2003.
‘President Bush called on Congress to secure these positive economic trends for the future by maklng the tax relref ’
_ ‘permanent S0 families and bus|nesses can plan and rnvest wrth confldence
;,Helplng Amerrcans Access High-Demand Jobs Amerlca s economy is growing, but itis also changrng due to hlgher o
~productivity and new technology. It is more important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to
succeed. The No Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and -

- " accountability for results.. There are substantral resources avarlable to rmplement these. reforms and Presrdent Bush wrll

fight any effort to undo them.”
> ‘Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the JObS of -
‘fomorrow. President Bush proposed more-than $500 million for a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st ‘
 Century—designed to provide extra help to middle and high school students who fall behind in reading and math,
expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income 'schools, and-invite: math and science professronals from-the
private sector to teach part-time in high schools.
> The President's Jobs for the 21¢ Century initiative also i increases support for Amenca S communrty colleges to trarn_
- workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. :The initiative will also provide: larger Pell Grants for
: low-rncome students who prepare for college wrth demandrng courses in high school

;lSustamrng Economlc Growth To help sustain Amerrca 'S economrc recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress to-
protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply of energy, and give younger workers an.
~opportunity to-set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes-in personal retirement accounts.. He also called fora
_reduction in burdensome and needless Federal regulatlons on employers. He also.underscored his commitment o ﬂscal
responsrbrlrty by announcrng that his FY 2005 budget will hold discretionary spendlng growth to less than 4%, keeprng
-America on track to cut the deficit in half i in flve years And, he asked Congress to reform our |mm|grat|on laws to reflect
Amerlca S values wh|Ie beneﬂtrng our economy « \ .

: -Strengthenrnq Health Care for MrIIrons of Americans: President Bush urged Congress to extend the benefrts of modern
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rrsrng costs of medrcal care and grve more Amerlcans .
access to health insurance. - R ) : -

Strengthemng Medrcare Just last month, Presrdent Bush srgned legrslatron to strengthen Medrcare and add a
' prescrlptlon drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. -
> ‘Starting this year, seniors can choose to receivé.a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of
,‘ most prescription drugs and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.
> 'Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventrve screenrngs agarnst diabetes and heart drsease
.= . and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.-
" > InJanuary of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medrcare Fora modest monthly premrum most
~-seniors who do not have prescription.drug coverage could see their drug bills cut roughly in half. ‘Seniors will be
, able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medrcare plan that ﬂts them best — srmrlar to the health care -
choices offered to Members of Congress.

> ‘President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescrrptron drug coverage away from senlors or Irmlt thelr chorces




: lncreasmg Health Care Affordab|llty and Coverage: President: Bush'is concerned about the rising cost of health care
- and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs The President rejects the notionofa -
government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outlrned a serres of steps for maklng heaIth |nsurance :

more affordable and accessible, including: : .
B Enablrng small businesses to band together and negotlate for Iower insurance rates,; coverrng more’ workers wrth“'

. health insurance, through Association Health Plans. S
“Giving Iower-rncome Amerrcans a refundable tax credrt S0 mrllrons can buy thelr own bas|c health rnsurance e

.- coverage.
> .- Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the. nsk of medrcal mrstakes :
v Elrmlnatrng frivolous medrcaI Iawsults that damage the doctor-patrent relatronshrp and keep good doctors from dorng

their good work.
> Allowing individuals who buy catastrophlc health care’ coverage as part of therr new Health Savrngs Accounts to

._,_‘-deduct 100% of the premium from their taxes,

Burldmg a Better and More Compassronate Amenca for AII

> Durrng thrs fime of great change in ournatlon the Presrdent spoke to the rmportance of preservrng the tlmeless o
~.“values and vital rnstrtutlons that contrnue to make Amenca strong—Irke families, schools and relrgrous ‘
» congregatlons SR : : o .

""The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Amencans make responsrble chorces

o Drug use in high school has declrned by 11 percent over the past two years and 400, OOO fewer young
: people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to -
~ continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to-reduce demand for illegal drugs =as well as an .‘* i
" “increase of $23 million for schools.that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. - e
‘o Toensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of Amerlcan
* - children, the President called on America’s professronal sports leagues and therr unrons to take decrsrve
~action to address the problem of performance-enhancing drugs. ‘ ;
- Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted dlseases each year the i
: 'ﬁ_‘Presrdent proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the rrsks and a
s | 'v'_*}.doublrng of Federal fundlng for abstinence educatron programs S = S
S Defendlng the Sanctlty of Marnage The Presrdent emphasrzed h|s bellef that marrlage |s between a man and a
- woman, and he called for a defense of the sanctity-of mariage against activist judges who are attempting to b
+ © redefine marriage by court order without listening. to the voices of the people or their elected representatives. He
B wrll stand behrnd the Defense of Marrrage Act and called fora crvrl dralogue on thrs rmportant issue.

> Falth and Communlty Based Groups: The Presrdent is fully commrtted to empowerrng more of Amerrca S farth- ’ ‘
~_and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems-and help those. most in need. He .|
 proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends Federal discrimination against these groups. And he ' o
“announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with Federal agencies to help recently - -
- released prisoners make a successful transition back to society — reducing-the'chance that they-will be arrested -
. again. This 4-year $300 mrlllon |n1t1at|ve W|ll provrde transrtronal housrng, basrc JOb trarnrng and mentorrng

Presrdent Bush descnbed the state of our Union as confrdent and strong and urged all Amerrcans to move fon/vard and :
compIete the |mportant work ahead. R _ S

White House Office of Communications -




| »Jobs for the 21st;,qentufy

Presndent|al Act|on

- > In his State of the Unlon Address Presrdent Bush announced Jobs for the 218’ Century - comprehensrve plan
.| to-better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium by strerigthéning post-secondary education-and job -

training and improving. high school education. This plan |ncludes over$500 million in new fundlng foreducatlon, N e

o and job training programs

v Strengthening Access to Post-Secondary Education and Job Training: The President's plan will

" expand opportunities for workers to access post-secondary education to get the job training-and skills to -

~compete in a changing and dynamic economy and fill jobs in emerging industries —including $250 .

~ 7 million to fund partnerships between community colleges and employers in high-demand job-sectors, ,

-+ and $33 million for expanded Pell Grants for Iow-lncome students who complete rlgorous coursework in"
~-high school.

" Improving High School Education: The President’s plan wrll also improve the quality of educatlon at

- our Nation's high schools and better prepare students for success in higher education andthejob .

~ ‘market - mcludrng $100 million to help strlvrng readers and $120 mllllon to lmprove math educatron S

ngher Educatlon

- Background Post-secondary educatron and tralnrng has become an essentlal requlrement for a steadrly |ncreasmg
percentage of jobs.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the United States
- require some sort of higher education after high school, and many of these jobs require a strong foundation.in math and -
-~ science. Because they are so adaptable and accessible, community colleges are increasingly critical providers of ]Ob
- training, both fordegree -seekers and forworkers seeking to retool, refine, and broaden their skills. ‘

- The Challenge ngh school graduates are not enter|ng college and the workforce wrth the skills they need to compete in-
a changing economy. A recent report by the National Center for Education Statistics found that 42% of entering- ,
~ freshmen at public two-year colleges and 20% of entering freshmen at four-year public institutions enrolled.in at least

A ~ one remedial course in 2000. Research from the U.S. Department of Eduication also shows that there is a strong llnk

: ‘between the courses completed in hlgh school and the completron of a post-secondary degree

B Presrdent Bush S Plan Presrdent Bush wants to expand access to post-secondary educatlon for low-rncome students :
. and he wants to foster a new generation of job training partnerships between communlty colleges and the employers rn
g |ndustr|es wrth the most demand for skilled workers His plan includes: .

S Communrty-based Job Training Grants Bulldlng on the successes of the Presrdent’s High- Growth Job Tralnrng N
_lnltlatrve a strategic approach that has provided seed money to fund job training- partnerships between -
community-colleges and local high-growth industries, the Presidént proposes $250 miflion in"2005 to strengthen

. the role of community colleges in workforce development ‘These new-competitive Communrty based Job ‘
Training grants would be used for training in communlty and technrcal colleges that are: Ilnked wrth Iocal
':employers looklng for more skilled workers.- s . :

'Enhanced Pell Grants The Bush Administration proposes to establlsh a$33 m|Il|on program to enhance Pell
* Grants to reward low-income students who- participate in the State Scholars Program by taking a rigorous high
school curriculum. This program would'provide up to an additional $1,000 per year to students in the first two
years of college who complete the rigorous State'Scholars curricutum in high school, enrollin college full time,
- and are Pell Grant recipients. Next year, approximately. 36,000 low-income graduatlng high school seniors -
’would be el|glble to receive an enhanced Pell Grant under this -proposal. - , ‘. '

' - For more information on the President’s mltlatrves, please visit wwwwhrtehouse gov 5

M08 7




'_;quh School Inrtratrves '_ o |

. ‘, Background The No Chlld Left Behind Act is prowdmg accountablhty and resources to |mprove the achlevement of .-
- America's elementary and secondary students. These reforms are already beginning to show resuits in elementary -

reading and math scores, but President Bush also wants to'enstre that all high school students will be better prepared to -

enter higher education-or the workforce. Unfortunately, recent results from the National Assessment of Educational

Progress (NAEP) demonstrate that, while achievement for our Nation’s fourth- and elghth graders is on the rlse scores '

- for twelfth graders have declined in both readmg and mathematlcs

The Cha//enge Many struggllng students are at r|sk of dropping out of schooI in part because of deﬂcnent readmg skllls

- A 2002 study done by researchers at Johns Hopkins University estimates almost one-third of entering ninth-grade
students need additional help in reading. In high-poverty high schools, this problem can be even worse, with some
studies showing students eritering high school three or more grade levels behind in reading. A 1999 study by Andrew
- Sum of Northeastern University confirms that literacy is highly correlated with the probability of ever.earning a hrgh
schooI dlploma the probablhty of ever earning a h|gher education degree and WIth future earmngs

- The Presrdents P/an ‘The Administration is proposmg anew $100 m|II|on Str|V|ng Readers In|t|at|ve that wouId make

.' competitive grants to develop, lmplement and evaluate effective reading interventions for’ middle or high school students
reading significantly below grade level. This program would complement the Readlng First State Grants program Wthh’

. _provides comprehensuve reading instruction for children in kindergarten through third grade that is grounded in -

- scientifically based reading research. The proposal would provide funds to approximately-50 to 100 school dlstrlcts for N

reading intervention programs to help mlddle and high school students catch up to their peers in readlng

> Math -

- The Challenge: Research mdtcates many students who drop out of school {ack basic skills in mathematics. A 2002

, study done by researchers at.Johns Hopkins found that “[i]ln almost every State, there is at least a 35 percent dlfference "

~ between the percent of white eighth graders-and the percent of eighth graders in the State’s largest minority groups
" scoring at the basic level in mathematics on the NAEP test” Further, a 2001 study of Third International Mathematics
- and Science Study (TIMSS) data revealed that 40 percent of the Nation’s 13-year olds fail to perform as well as the -

'average student worldwide in mathematics. Many JObS of the future ‘however, requnre a strong background in math and h

scrence

‘The Presrdents P/an The Adm|n|strat|on is proposmg a $120 mllllon mcrease for the Mathematlcs and SC|ence o

: 'Partnershlp program authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act. The increase would support direct Federal competltlve v
. grantsto partnerships to increase achievement in mathematics for secondary students. The new 3-year competitive -
~_grants would support projects that have significant potential to accelerate the mathematics. achievement of all secondary

students, but especially low-achieving students. The initiative would focus on ensuring that States and school districts

implement professional development projects for. mathematics teachers that are strongly grounded in research and that
B help mathematlcs teachers to strengthen their skllls : e : :

: > Advanced Placement

- The Cha//enge Low-iricome students who part|crpate in Advanced Placement (AP) programs wh|ch glve students the -
~ opportunity to take college- -level courses in high school, are much more likely to enroll and. be successful in college than
 their peers. While enrollment in AP courses has nearly tripled over the past decade; studies show that. minority students_ '

. participate in AP classes and testsat rates far below those of non- mmorlty students, smce many students from low- -
”mcome famllles attend schools that do not offer AP classes. ’ : :

For more information on the Presrdent’s |n|t|atrves please visit www. whltehouse gov .
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_ Presrdent Bush s Plan Advanced Placement programs not only encourage the growth of Advanced Placement (AP) and o
- International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, but also serve as a mechanism for upgradrng the entire high school curriculum -
" for all students. The Administration is proposing a $28 million increase for the Advanced Placement program authorized
in the No. Child Left Behind Act bringing spending on it to nearly $52 million a year. The increase in funds will ensure .
that teachers in low-income schools are well-trained to teach AP and IB courses. This program has two components: . .
Advanced Placement Test Fee and Advanced Placement Incentive grants The purpose of both programs:is to support ,
State and local efforts to increase access to advanced placement classes. and tests for students in low-income schools,
- as well as other programs with. challenging currrcular and end of course examrnatrons such as the lnternatronal

1 ,Baccalaureate program

> Adlunct Teacher Corps

The Challenge Job growth is expected to occur in occupatrons requrrrng a strong foundatron in math and scrence -

According to-the Department of Education’s 1999-2000 Schools and Staffing Survey, 52 percent of middle school and 15 - 1

percent-of hrgh school mathematics teachers did not have a major or mrnor in mathematrcs and 40 percent of mlddle
school and 11 percent of high school scrence teachers did not have a maJor or minor in scrence S

A -Presrdent Bush S Plan Many school districts need opportunrtres and the personnel to strengthen rnstructlon rn mrddle
~and high schools in the core academic subjects, especially mathematics and science.. The Adjunct Teacher Corps _
, would help alleviate this critical situation by bringing professionals with subject-matter knowledge and experience into. -

- the classroom. The Administration is proposing a new $40 million initiative to provide competrtrve grants to partnerships
- of school districts and public or private institutions to create opportunrtres for professionals to teach mrddle and hrgh S
school courses in the core academrc subjects partrcularly in mathematrcs and science. o

/ Grants would be used to: (1) |dent|fy as adJunct teachers well- qualn‘red mdrvrduals outsrde of the K120 B

" educational system, including outstanding individuals at the height of their careers in business, government and
institutions of higher learning; and (2) facilitate arrangements for these individuals to-function in this capacity, for
~example, by teaching one or more courses at a school site on a part-time basis, teaching full- time in middle and

high schools while on leave from their jobs, or teaching courses that would be available onfine or through* other

. distance-learning arrangements. The proposal would provide for-approximately 60 to 100 awards for-
* - partnerships to create and implement arrangements for using well- qualrf ied rndrvrduals as teachers onan- .
Ly _adjunct basis as is done in our institutions of higher education. - : S =

> StateScholars o | S

e 'The Challenge Students are not enterrng college with the skills necessary to succeed in.and complete a post- -

~ secondary education. According to a recent study by the Manhattan Institute, 70% of all students in public high schools .
graduate, but only 32% of all students leave high school academically prepared to attend college. College readingss for -

“minority students is even lower: 51% of all black students graduate, but only 20% leave high school college ready, and »

52% of all Hrspanrc students graduate, but only 16% Ieave hlgh school coI|ege ready. " o

: Presrdent Bush s Plan: The Admrnrstratron proposes $12. mrllron in fundrng for the State: Scholars program to make
grants available nationwide.” In August 2002, President Bush announced the State Scholars Initiative, modeled on the :
successful- Texas Scholars program; to encourage high scheol students to take more rigorous high- school courses. -
~ Under the State. Scholars Initiative, 12 States have already received assistance in developrng and promotrng strong T
‘; courses: of study, as well as provrdrng special |ncentrves for students enroIled in these programs : e

o - For more information on the President's initiatives; please visit www.whitehouse.gov
121108 : LT T e e N




Ft/\/ﬂ’(/

Student Druq Testlnq A Publrc Health Approach to
| Prevent|nq Teen Druq Use T

‘_'Presidential Action:

In his State of the Union address Pres1dent George W. Bush announced a major funding expanS|on to heIp more ’
“young Americans avoid the trap of addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for student drug
- -testing grants extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have been proven in government, . .
-~ military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces Student drug testing is part of a balanced .
S “strategy that pIaces appropriate emphasis'on treatment, community action, prevention, and law enforcement.

p ,.'.,Background

" The disease of addiction'is an espe0|ally dangerous threat to America $ young people and needs a strong publ|c L

health response. Research shows that the earlier a child starts using drugs, the more Ilkely he or'she willbe to
* develop a substance abuse problem. Conversely, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or - .
- she'is much less likely to initiate or develop a substance abuse problem later in l|fe Data shows that 1.4 m|IIion -

: Amencan teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are |n need of drug treatment v

= *'Casual drug-users help to spread the disease of addiction In a schoOI environment |ncreases in the number of -
casual drug users mulitply the number of students at risk for addiction. Drug use interferes with a student's ablllty o
o learn. It also disrupts the orderly environment necessary for all students to succeed. Middle and high school
" students who use drugs are more likely to do poorly in school, cut classes or drop out and comm|t crimes.
_Reducmg the likelihood of these dlsruptive behawors beneflts everyone : %

: 'Student Drug Testmg as Part of the Solut|on :
~ e The President’s 2005 budget request will include $25 million for schooI districts that wouId I|ke to startor *
- expand drug testing programs through the Department of Education’s: Student Drug Testlng Demonstration '
e }Grants Schools must evaluate the effectiveness of their programs as'a provision of receiving agrant. - -~
» Drug testing has been shown to be effective in preventing student drug use. The expectation that they may '
~-be randomly tested is enough to make some students stop using drugs—or never start.. _ '
- Medical science understands that substance abuse is a disease of the brain that requires a publlc health
- approach. Just as students need to be inoculated for polio or tested for tuberculosis, drug testlng heIps -
~ prevent another harmul disease from spreading through our nation’s schools. : 4
e Drug testing should be one part of a broad prevention program that also includes interventlon and treatment
.. Communities must decide for themselves whether drug testing is right for their situation; many communities
- thathave adopted it have achieved impressive Teductions in drug use, The Federal government is not
" mandating student drug testing.

~“Drug testing creates‘a culture of disapproval toward drugs Ch||dren know that the adults in their schooI and’ -

*community expect them to remain.drug-free. In an-environment-of relentless peer pressure, drug testing
. gives students a definitive reason to say no and prowdes the armor they may need to jUStlfy their decision. .
. The'purpose of drug testing is not to punish students who use drugs, but to help those in trouble by

preventing drug use and helping drug-using students-become drug-free in a confidential manner. The results S

_:-of a positive drug test should be used to intervene with not-yet-dependent students and get. drug-dependent - -
- - students into effective treatment. After assessing the extent of the problem, parents and administrators can ~
' recommend further prevention activities such as educatlon on the negative effects of drugs counsellng, or |f ‘
"“necessary, drug treatment. :
~ Based on 22002 U.S. Supreme Court ruI|ng in Pottawatom/e County v. Earls schools are abIe to test -
o ~ students in voluntary programs such as competitive extra-curricular activities without wolating the U S,
o 'Constltutlon The Court has ruled that student drug testrng must be done confldentlally ‘
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Druq Use and Professronal Sports |
Restorrnq Health Inteqrrtv, and Responsrblllty

’Presrdentral Actron

- In h|s State of the Union address PreSIdent George W, Bush called on America’s athletes and major sports |

~ leagues to end the use of performance- enhancing drugs. The use of drugs and illicit drugs by elite’ athletes”"v"ﬂ .
. sets-adangerous example forthe millions of young Americans, encouraging young people to take - B
- dangerous risks with their health and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletlcs o

The President asked players, unions, coaches, and the leagues to'work togetherto 1mplement more -

- sstringent drug policies, including effective testing programs: The goal must be to seta healthier and more -
“positive example for America’s young people as wellas protect the integrity of their: sports -and ensure the g

health and well- belng of their athletes

% "Background

| E: Sports play an important role in the physxcal and mental development of young people and prowde young

" "people with valuable lessons about teamwork, goal-setting and the value of hard work. - Doping and llllclt o

drug use directly undermine these benefits. Drug-using athletes make poor. role models: for:America’s
.~ children and undermine coaches” and parents’ efforts to protect the health and safety of young people by _f

3 ,warnlng them of the dangers of uslng steronds and illegal drugs

.Easlly evaded and ineffective testlng and monltonng programs in professlonal sports create a double
standard in society that exempts athletes from the rules by which other citizens are expected to ab|de v
" These flawed policies endanger the health and safety of professional athletes and i |gnore the responslblllty
: 'these athletes have as role models for the millions of young people who look up to them ‘ -

N "The |ntegnty of our Natlon S great sports institutions is belng damaged by pervaslve performance- -
- enhancing and illicit drug use. Fans resent the Iegacles of thelr sportlng heroes belng d|m|n|shed by those

R wnth supenor chemists rather than superlor talent

: Substance use has become s0 normallzed in professlonal sports that when 5 to 7 percent of Major League :
Baseball players—the equivalent of two full teams—tested positive for performance enhanclng drugs-after -

anonymous; non-consequential testing durlng the 2003 season the medla contended that use was not as’ ‘

‘, v lprevalent as expected

. America’s major sports. Ieagues lack consistent testlng pollcles None have- pollcles W|th the klnd of serious. -
- suspensions that outside drug experts believe offer an effective deterrent to use. In contrast Olymplc s

sports, both in the United States and abroad, adhere to a rigorous code that requires testlng for all

'performance enhancing substances and |Illc|t drugs with meanlngful sanctlons :

g ~ACallto Actron - : :
- President Bush will use the bully pulpit to keep the pressure on Amenca S. athletes and major sports

B leagues need to become responsible leaders in our Nation's collective effort to'create a culture of

- disapproval toward drugs. These sports bring incredible enjoyment to millions of fans and reap lmmense "

“financial benefits in return. The leagues, players, coaches, and unions must work together to institute more -
- effective drug testing and enforcement policies to ensure access to profeSSIonaI aSSIstance and/or drug
"’treatment for athletes that test posltlve for drug usage : .
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 PROTECTING COMMUNITIES BY HELPING RETURNING INMATES FINDWORK

Presidential Action:

-In hrs State of the Union Address Presrdent Bush proposed a four -year, $300 million rnrtlatlve to reduce recrdrvrsm and the =

| societal costs of reincarceration by helping inmates find work when they return to their communities. The President's

| initiative, contained in his FY 2005 budget, will hamess the resources and expenence of faith- based and communlty
organrzatrons (FBCOs) in helping returnrng inmates contribute to socrety SR :

o Background

‘ ’Studres show that approxrmately two-thirds of ex- offenders are rearrested within three years of release, and the costs o the }
communities (particularly urban communities) of these crimes are large This year, more than 600,000 adult inmates will
complete their sentences and be released. To help ex-offenders turn away from crime, a substantial number of inner-city

|| faith-based and community leaders have created resourceful programs. Working with business and service providers, these -
organizations provide job training, housrng optrons and transrtronal services: that help ex- offenders contribute to therr '
communities. ’ : o Lo : Coe

,' ,‘Program Specrfrcs

| —Through a collaboratron of the Department of Labor (DOL), the Department of Housrng and Urban Development (HUD) and
the Department of Justice (DOJ), ex-offenders would find and keep employment, obtain transrtronal housrng and receive -
mentorrng the three key requrrements for successful re- entry ' S e :

KB ’Employment FBCOs would offer jOb tra|n|ng and JOb placement servrces |n coordrnatron wrth busrness and other
employment provrders . : _ S ‘ :

N 3

'Transrtronal housrnq Grants would be available to organrzatrons provrdrng housrng servrces or vouchers made avarlable
(¢ |ndrvrduals 0 partrally subsrdrze transrtronal housrng . w :

. - entonng FBCOs would provrde post ‘release mentorrng and other servrces essentral to rerntegratrng ex offenders |n
' coordrnatron wrth the correctrons parole and probatron structure :

‘ Thrs proposal would expand on elements of a pilot prolect now underway at DOL (the Ready4Work Prolect) The groups |
: partrcrpatrng in thrs pilot project have seen promrsrng results: - .

e n 2002, Exodus Transitional Community in East Harlem, NY, was establrshed five years ago by a group o
- _f'ex -offenders. In 2002, Exodus served 213 ex-offenders with just srx returnrng to prrson In 2003, Exodus
B ‘served 290 with only three partrcrpants returnrng to pnson ' v ‘

. The Crty of Memphrs Second Chance Program was establrshed three years ago by Mayor Wl”le E.
-« Herenton. Second Chance has served over 1 500 ex-offenders over the past three years with only four -
returnrng to prison. - : : ‘ ; . ‘

Thrs initiative wil complement existing Administration efforts to monrtor the chrldren of prrsoners Th|s year $9 million was
1| awarded to faith-based and community groups and the omnrbus spendrng b|ll now pendrng in Congress |ncludes $50 mrlllon
in addrtronal funds , : . e

- FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT’S INITIATIVES PLEASE VISIT WWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV -~~~




SEEKING FAIR TREATMENT FOR FAITH BASED AND COMMUNITY CHARITIES

Presudent|al Actlon

In-his State of the Un|on Address Presldent Bush called on Congress to codlfy the prrncrple of equal treatment for farth
based organizations in the Federal grants process, putting an end to discrimination against these charities. This legislation -
would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital socral services from the country S most effectrve B
"_charrtres whetherthey are secular orfarth based organrzatrons ‘ . : , .

: Background |

Durrng hrs flrst week in offlce, l?resrdent Bush directed the White House Offlce of Falth Based and Communrty lnrtratrves j
(OFBCI) and faith-based offices in five Cabinet agencies to identify barriers that kept effective faith-based programs from-
serving Amencans in-need. OFBCl issued an August 2001 report, entitled “Unlevel Playing Field,” detailing the barriers
faced by these groups. In December 2002, the President issued an Executive Order directing agencies to take steps to -
ensure that all policies:are consistent with the “equal treatment” prrncrples enunciated in the Executive Order. In response
to the President’s Executive Order, Federal agencies have issued six final regulations and three proposed regulatrons
along with numerous other policy changes, to implement the equal treatment principles. As a result of these regulatory
changes, farth based organizations will be ensured equal treatment when they compete for approxrmately $10 brlllon in"
grant funds . . S

Many falth based organlzatrons that had been effectrve in servrng the poor faced dlscnmlnatlon in therr efforts to partner wrth
the Federal goverment.” The regulatory reforms instituted by President Bush have remedied some of these probIems but
without the permanence of Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. These examples illustrate the need for
Congress to enact “equal treatment” provrsrons and end d|scr|m|natlon in all programs agarnst farth based charrtres

Under HUD regulatrons in effect when the President came into office, the Safe House for Battered Women and
~ Their Children was told that the faith-based organization'was rnelrgrble for funding because it wanted to hold
" religious-activities on-site. (Old' HUD regulations had said that religious organizations must provide services ina ,
-~ manner free from “religious influences.”) When Safe House learned about the new HUD regulatrons finalized in
. September 2003, they reapplled and in January 2004, the Crty of Baton Rouge awarded Safe House a $60 000
- .,grant ‘ 8

Several years ago, the Lovrng Hands Communrty Development Corporatlon (part of the Bethel Baptrst Church of __
- Bamesville, Georgia) found some of its funding for its after-school program cut off under a new state policy that -
. prohrbrted school systems from subcontracting with faith-based organizations. The Supplemental Educational -
- Services' (SES) program, part of President Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, directs. States to allow faith-
based organrzatrons to participate fully. -In'September 2003, -Loving Hands became an. approved provider of SES
servrces and now receives fee- for servrce payments to provrde after school servrces to 25 ch|ldren L

. :When' the Orange County Flescue Mrssron in Calrfornra applled for a grant under HUD’s Supportlve Housrn’g
- Program, they were awarded the grant but were told they would need to ban all religious activities from their-
 facilties, create a secular nonprofit organization, and begin callrng their chapel an “auditorium.” Rather than -
.compromise their religious identity, the Orange County Rescue Mission forfeited the $1.1 million grant. Since the
‘HUD regulations finalized in September 2003 would not require them to form a secular entrty to receive HUD funds,
and inherently religious activities would still be allowed as‘long as they are separated in time or; location from HUD- .
- funded activities, the Orange County Rescue Mission recently applred for a new HUD grant : v

\'-t

- FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT’S INITIATIVES PLEASE VISIT WWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV.







	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-001
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-002
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-003
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-004
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-005
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-006
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-007
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-008
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-009
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-010
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-011
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-012
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-013
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-014
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-015
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-016
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-017
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-018
	t014-050i-sotufactsh2004-20140126f-019

