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Cocaine

‘Ultimate Penalty’
Excerpts From Interview With President Bush — Part 3
SNEWS

Dec. 16

— Following are further excerpts from Diane Sawyer's Dec. 16 interview with President Bush.
Following the News

DIANE SAWYER: First of all, | just want to ask about reading. Mr. President, you know that there was a great deal of
reporting about the fact that you said, first of all, that you let Condoleezza Rice and Andrew Card give you a flavor of what's in
the news.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Yes.
DIANE SAWYER: That you don't read the stories yourself.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Yes. | get my news from people who don't editorialize. They give me the actual news, and it makes it
easier to digest, on a daily basis, the facts.

DIANE SAWYER: Is it just harder to read constant criticism or to read —

PRESIDENT BUSH: Why even put up with it when you can get the facts elsewhere? I'm a lucky man. I've got, it's not just
Condi and Andy, it's all kinds of people in my administration who are charged with different responsibilities, and they come in
and say this is what's happening, this isn't what's happening.

The Economy

DIANE SAWYER: One of the worrying sectors is still jobs. Treasury Secretary John Snow said that we needed to create
200,000 more jobs a month in order, at the end of this, for you not to be the first president, as everyone has said, since
Herbert Hoover, who had a net job loss in his term. How are you going to create 200,000 new jobs a month?

PRESIDENT BUSH: Well, first, let's make sure the record, so | can distinguish myself from Herbert. | inherited the
recession. | didn't create one. When we showed up in office, the country was beginning to go into decline, and we responded
with some tax relief, strong tax relief to stimulate the economy, and it's working. It is also important that people keep — at
least remember that the attacks happened just as the economy was coming around. We had corporate scandals, which we've
acted strongly, "we" being the Congress and the executive branch. You know, it didn't help that we were marching to war, in
all due respect for the TV stations and networks, there was at least — | know one had "March to War" every day on TV,
which is not conducive to capital investment when you think you're marching to war. Anyway, we've overcome those
obstacles, and the country's — the economy’s growing. And I'm pleased and won't rest until people can — who are looking
for a job can find work. But | am pleased with the progress we have made. ...

DIANE SAWYER: What worries you most about the economy? The deficit? [inaudible] campaigning against them and —

PRESIDENT BUSH: Yeah, well, you got to understand, we're at war and I'm going to spend what is needed to win the war.
And we've got to protect the homeland. We'll spend what's needed to protect the homeland.... We've got a plan to cut it in half
over the next five years. It means Congress is going to have to tow the line when it comes to spending. We can't — they
can't, particularly in campaign years, try to be all things to all people and overspend. But | think we're making good progress.
I'm satisfied with the progress we've made ...

Gay Marriage

DIANE SAWYER: Massachusetts Supreme Court said that they were not, they did not feel the law was in a position to block

http://printerfriendly.abcnews.com/printerfriendly/Print?fetchFromGLUE=true& GLUESer... 1/18/2004
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gay marnage When you talk about the sanctrty of marriage between a man and a woman, are you say|ng you WI|| absolutely
support a ConstltutIonaI amendment agamst gay marriage and agalnst gay c|vrI un|ons’? :

' PRESIDENT BUSH If necessary, | erI support a const|tut|onal amendment wh|ch would honor marnage between aman:

~and a woman, codify. that and will — the pos|t|on of this administration is:that whatever legal arrangements people want to

. .make, they're allowe by the state or [?] start at the state level. Let me tell you, the court’ T
thought oVeTTéached its bounds asa court. It did the job of the legislature. It was avery activist court in maklng the decision it
made. As youknow, I'm-a person who belleves in JudchaI restrarnt as opposed to jUdICIa| activism that takes the place of the
Leglslatlve Branch : , ‘ : ' , '

' DIANE SAWYER But you and Secretary A why do | get -

PRESIDENT BUSH Its jUSt a-throwback.
; DIANE SAWYER That‘s rlght Some of us are st|lI —
PRESIDENT BUSH Vlce Presldent Cheney

. DIANE" SAWYER " Thank you very much Some of us are still stuck back in the '70s and '80s V|ce Presldent Cheney has '
spoken out |n favor of CIVI| unlons In the 2000 eIectlon you sa|d pretty much itwas a state |ssue

"-TPRESIDENT BUSH: Thats rlght Except and unIess jUdICIal ruI|ngs undermrne the sanct|ty of marrlage In' h|ch case we
» -may need a Constltutronal amendment

: DIANE SAWYER And do you th|nk that the defense of marnage Iaw |s enough then’?

‘ PRESIDENT BUSH It may be undermlned at th|s p0|nt I also thInk it's very lmportant on thls subject that the country be
: tolerant of peopIe -and understand people but tolerance and bellef in marnage aren't mutuaIIy echusrve pornts of view.

’:_’_DIANE SAW,YER- Are they sinne"rs?’Are gays ‘sinners? ‘

:, "PRESIDENT BUSH We re all- s|nners We re all s|nners and thatsrmportant for— ’

“DIANE SAWYER No dlstlnctlon

. P‘RESIDENT BUSH | th|nk we're all smners One of my favonte Blble verses says "Why wouId ] take a speck out of your
-'eye'when | have a.log-in.my own?" ... and having said that, however, 1 do believe in the sanctlty of: marrlage
- ._that as confllct wrth be|ng a tolerant person or an understandlng person i BT S
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Defense of Marrlage Act (Engrossed as Agreed to or Passed by House)
: 104th CONGRESS
| '2d Sess10n‘ o 8
H R 3396
AN ACT
- To defblne and protect the 1nst1tut1on of rnarnag‘e
S 104th CONGRESS
G 2d Sessmn o

~ H.R.339% S

AN ACT
‘ To deﬁne and protect the 1nst1tut10n of rnarrTage

Be it enacted by the Senate ana’ House ofRepresentatzves ofthe Unztea’ States ofAmerzca n.
Congress assembled

.SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE
Th1s Act may be c1ted as- the Defense of Marnage Act’
SEC 2 POWERS RESERVED TO: THE STATES

(a) IN GENERAL Chapter 115 of t1t1e 28, Un1ted States Code is arnended by add1ng after B . =
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section 1738B the following:
Sec 1738C Certaln acts, records, and proceedlngs and the effect thereof B
No State terrrtory, or possessmn of the Umted States or Ind1an tr1be shall be requlred to glve ‘
L };.effect to-any public act, record, or Judrcral proceedmg of any other State, territory, possession, or
- tribe respecting a relatlonshrp between persons of. the same sex. that is treated as a marriage under

. .the laws of such other State, terr1tory, possessmn or tr1be or a-right or clarm arrsmg from such N o
-relatlonshrp e

o (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT The table of sect1ons at the begmnmg of chapter 115 of t1t1e 28, -
- -United States Code, is amended by msertmg after the 1tem relatmg to section 1738B the followmg o
. new item: , . » , , N

1738C Certam acts records and proceedmgs and the effect thereof '

SEC 3. DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE

(a) IN GENERAL Chapter 1 of t1t1e 1 Umted States Code is amended by addmg at the end the
followmg R TR . : :
: j’-."Sec. 7. Deﬁnltlon of "marriage'u and"spou‘se'

In determmmg the meaning of any Actof Congress or- of any rulmg, regulatlon or mterpretatlonf ‘

’_ e of the various administrative bureaus and: agencies of the United States, the word ‘marriage’ =
' "’fii"means only a legal union bétween one mati and one woman as husband and wife, and the Word T

S spouse refers only to a person of the opposrte sex who is.a husband ora w1fe ' -

ot (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT The table of sectrons at the begmmng of chapter 1 of t1t1e 1

| '~Umted States' Code is amended by msertmg after the 1tem relatmg to section 6 the. followmg new , o |

S 1tem
7 Deﬁmtron of marrrage and spouse
o rPassed the House of Representatlves July 12 1996
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Cocaine.

‘Ultlmate Penalty

R Excerpts From Intervrew W|th Presrdent Bush — Part 3
Qb NFWb ' - :

,D_ec.16"~ R TR IR e

| o Followmg are further excerpts from Dlane Sawyer S Dec 16 1nterv1ew w1th Presrdent Bush

: FoIIowmg the News

" DIANE. SAWYER First of all, IJust want to ask about readlng Mr Presrdent you know that there was a great deaI of

reportlng about the fact that you said, f|rst of aII that you let Condoleezza Rlce and Andréw Card glve you a fIavor of whats in

'.,j,the news.

'A'PRESIDENT BUSH Yes.

(o "

DIANE SAWYER That you don't read the storles yourself

‘PRESIDENT BUSH Yes. | get my news from people who don t edltorlahze They gIve me the actual news and |t makes |t '
easier to d|gest on a darIy basrs the facts P v . : .

DIANE SAWYER s it just harder to read constant criticism or to read -

PRESIDENT BUSH Why even put up with it when you can get the facts elsewhere? I'm & lucky man. e got It’s notjust

. .Condi and Andy, it's all kinds of people in my administration’ who are charged wrth dlfferent responsrblhtles and they come in

and say this'is whats happenlng thls isn't what's happenlng

B ‘The Economy

¢

vDIANE SAWYER One of the: worrylng sectors is st||I JObS Treasury Secretary John Snow sald ‘that we needed to create
200,000 more jobs a month in order, at the end of this, for you.not to be the first president, as everyone has said, since
Herbert Hoover who had a netjob loss'in his term. How: are you gomg to Create 200 000 new;obs a month'? e

' _PRESIDENT BUSH Well, flrst Iet's make sure the record S0 I can d|st|ngU|sh myseIf from Herbert 1 |nher|ted the S
. recession. | didn't create one. When we showed up in office, the country was.beginning to go into.decline, and we responded. .- ..
with some tax relief, strong tax relief to stimulate the economy, and it's worklng It:is also important that people keep —at
‘least remember that the attacks happened:just as'the economy was coming around. We had ¢orporate scandals, which we've.

acted strongly, "we" being the Congress and the executive brarich. You know, it-didn't help that we were marching to war, in

“all due respéct for the TV stations and networks, there was at least — | know one had "March to War" every day on'TV,.

- which is not conducive to caprtal investment when you think you're marching to war. Anyway, we've overcome those . -

" 'obstacles, and the country's — the ecénomy's growing: And I'm pleased- and won't rest until people can == who.are’ Iook|ng

fora jOb can find .work. But I am pleased wrth the progress we have made

DIANE ’SAWYER: What worries you friost about the econ‘o’my?,The~deficit'?v‘[inaudible] ca‘mpaigning ag’ainst them. and — :

o PRESIDENT BUSH Yeah weII you got to understand we're atwar and I'm gorng to spend what is needed to win the war.,
" And we've got to protect the homeland. We'll spend what's needeéd to protéct the Homeland.... We've got a plan to:cut-itin half e

over the next five years. It means Congress is going to have to tow the line. when it comes to spendrng We can't — they.:
can't; particularly in campaign years tryto be all thlngs to all people and’ overspend But | thlnk we're maklng good progress

."I m satlsfled with the progress we've: made

-’fGay Marrrage .

. DIANE SAWYER Massachusetts Supreme Court sald that they were not they d|d not feel the Iaw was ina posrtlon to bIock

http //prlnterfrlcndly abcncws com/prlnterfrlendly/Prlnt‘7fetchFromGLUE true&GLUEScr 1/ 18/2004 : .
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A R gay marnage When you talk about the sanctity of marnage between aman and a woman -are you saylng you W|II absolutely '
» support a Constltutlonal amendment agalnst gay marriage and agamst gay cuvrl unions? R

o PRESIDENT BUSH: . If necessary, 1 will support a const|tut|onal amendment whnch would honor marnage between a man

and a woinan, codify that, and will — the position of this administration is that whatever legal arrangements people want to

- make; they're allowed to make, so long as it's embraced by the state or [?] start at the state level. Let'me tell you; the court |
-thought overreached its bounds as a court. It did the job of the legislature. It was a.very activist colrt in making the décision it

‘made. As you know, I'm a person who belleves in judicial restralnt ‘as opposed to JUdICIa| act|v1sm that takes the pIace of the S
Leglslatlve Branch : _ . -

DIANE SAWYER But you and Secretary — why do’ I get—_' NS

PRESIDENT BUSH It's Just a throwback

' DIANE SAWYER: That's right. Some of us'are'-stiII y

PRESIDENT BUSH VIce Presldent Cheney

' DIANE SAWYER Thank you very much. Some of us are still stuck back in the '70s and ‘80s Vlce Presldent Cheney has A o

, spoken outin favor of c1v1I unions. In the 2000 eIectlon _you said pretty much lt was a state tssue

PRESIDENT BUSH That's rlght Exceptand unIessJudlclaI ruIIngs undermlne the sanctlty of marrlage |n WhICh case we s
‘may need a Constttutlonal amendment : : ‘ : S . :

- DIANE SAINYER: ’ And.do you thi_nk'that the defense of ma'_rriage law ‘i’s_enough then? ‘

PRESIDENT BUSH: It may be undermined at this point. I also thirk it's véry important, on this subject; tht the country be
“- tolerant.of people and understand people, but tolerance and belief inw;mar'riage aren't mutually exclusive points. of view: -

B »DIANE»SAWYER:_ Are they sinners? Are gays sinners? -
PRESIDENT BUSH: We're all sinners: We're all sinner__s,' and that's important for — -+~
’DIANE SAWYER No dlsttnctlon

" PRESIDENT BUSH i thlnk we're aII’ sinners. One of my favorite Bible verses says, "Why would I’take a speck out of yoUr o

eye when | have a log in my own?" ... and having said that, however, | do belleve inthe sanctlty of marnage . 'but.I'don't see :
that as confllct with belng a tolerant person oran understandlng person. . JE o T s
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