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New In|t|at|ves in Pres|dent Bush s State of the Unlon Address
January 20, 2004 e

“Inhis State of the: ‘Union Address PreS|dent Bush caIIed on our Nation to complete the work begun dur|ng
* " the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength. To. address America’s most
".pressmg needs, the President announced new |n|t|at|ves to strengthen economic growth further: reform
-+ education and job training, address the nsmg cost of health care, and make Amenca a more ‘
RS compassmnate Natlon o , .

Jobs for the 21st Century

o > Amenca s growing economy is. also a chang|ng economy, and Pre3|dent Bush wants to heIp '
<.~ Americans gain the skills needed to prosper in our new-economy. - President Bush announced Jobs
for the 215t Century — more than $500 million for a series of measures to better prepare current and ;
~ future workers for JObS in the new mlIIennlum ' : o :

D PreS|dent Bush wants to heIp current workers get the training and skills they need to secure jObS |n B
high-growth industries. He also wants to help better prepare high school students to enter hlgher

.~ . .education or the workforce This initiative is especially important at a time when 80% of the S

o 'fastest-growrng jObS in the u. S requ1re hlgher educat|on and many requue math and science sk||Is L o

‘o The PreS|dent s Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would expand support through
America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries’ that are
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnershlps
. between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, based on
successful pilot programs launched by President Bush in 2001 and: 2002. St
.o President Bush’s plan will improve the quallty of education at our Nation’s middle and hlgh v
""" schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the JOb market—
_including $100 million to help striving readers and $120 million to improve math educatron v
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in.low-income schools and - -
invites professionals with private-sector math and science experience to.teach part-time in =
our high schools: As an incentive for students totake more demanding high’ school
 courses, lt would prowde largergrants for college under the PeII Grant program ‘

Maklnq Health Care More Affordable

> The rapldly nsmg cost of health care.is: the maln reason why m|II|ons of Amerrcans Iack health
. insurance today. To make insurance more affordable, the President proposed measures to
o address rising healthcare costs and help more- Amerlcans afford i msurance O

- Tax-Free Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) As part of the Medicare prescnptron drug b|l| that
~President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able to take. .advantage. of HSAs -
- fully portable tax-free savings accounts.that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by
- individuals, spouses, or dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if
. thetaxpayer does not itemize, and contrlbutlons by an employer are not mcluded in the |ndIV|duaI s
o taxable income. : _ T
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> Tax-free Insurance Premrums for HSAs: Presrdent Bush proposed that mdrvrduals who buy
. catastrophic health care coverage as part of their new Health Savings Accounts, be allowed to
. “deduct 100% of the premium from their taxes. This new deduction of heaith insurance premiums,.
which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will make health coverage more
3 affordable for mrllrons of Americans who do not get coverage through their workplace .

The President also called on Congress to establrsh refundable tax credlts of up to $1, 000 for o
~ individuals and $3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage.

g The’Presrdent called for Congress to pass Association Health Plans to enable small businesses to
~_provide health coverage to more workers by aIIowrng them to band together and negotlate |ower
. '|nsurance rates. . :

: Presrdent Bush proposed to double the budget to $100 m||I|on for demonstration projects related to o

health |nformatron technoIogy, wh|ch erI save lives and help to reduce costs

Doublrnq Our Efforts to Expand Democracy

> The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) was established by Congress during the Reagan
, Admrnrstratron to expand democracy.throughout the world. Governed by an independent, -
-nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support pro-" -
democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs
~-and.civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the

- press, and free elections. Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President caIIed

.' for doubling the NED budget allocating the additional $40 million to programs in the Mrddle East. o

,j.rHeIgrng Young Amerrcans Make Healthy Decrsrons

" teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, according to research done by -~
_ the Substance Abuse and Mental Health-Services Administration (SAMHSA).. Data also show that, if a
_ child does not start using drugs in-his or her teen years he or she is much less Irker to deveIop a

: substance abuse problem later.

'Addressrng the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse Approxrmately 1.4 million Amencan e

In his State of the Un|on address, ‘President Bush announced anew |nrtrat|ve to help young Amiericans

" avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million—a $23 million . *

_ "|ncrease—for student drug testing program grants, extendrng the benefits of early intervention- ..
- programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and prrvate -sector

workplaces. The President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey

~ found that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8™, 10, and 120 graders. - This represents an’ 11% dec||ne |
A |n drug use’ among these age groups, ahead of the Presrdent s two-year goal of 10%

_Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: Presrdent Bush called on:

1/20/2004

America’s major sports leagues and athletes toend the use of performance- enhancing drugs. Their
use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous éxample for the millions of young Amencans .

“encouraging young peopIe to take dangerous rlsks with therr health and safety.
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The Presrdent wrll ask these leagues and athletes to rmplement stringent drug polrcres to set a healthrer S

and more positive example for America’s young people These policies will also protect the |ntegr|ty of -

= their sports and ensure the health and well berng of athletes

> Expandrng Support for Teen Abstinence Promotron: Each year,’ three million American teenagers - |

contract sexually transmitted diseases, caUSlng emotional harm and serious health consequences 7
even death. -President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens and parents about the health
risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools needed to help teens make responsible -

" chorces The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would increase the funding for abstinence education "

programs to more than $270 million.” President Bush also directed the Department of Healthand -

. ..Human Services to develop research-based standards for model abstinence education curricula, and
~ he called for a review of all Federal programming for youth addressing teen pregnancy prevention, -

family planning, and STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that the Federal government is sendlng
the right messages to teens. He also anniounced a public education campaign designed to. help

‘parents communlcate with the|r chlldren about the health risks assocrated wrth early sexual actrvrty

Empowermq Fa|th Based and Communrtv Charrtres to Help Those in: Need

Many faith-based organrzatlons that have been effectrve in serving the poor have faced: drscrrmlnatron

- intheir efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President |
' Bush in December, 2002 have remedred many of these problems but shouId be protected by statute

Presrdent Bush announced his intent to seek legrslatlon to put into law the prrncrple of equal treatment

for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination: agalnst these

charities.” This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social .

‘services from the country s most effectrve charltres whether secular or faith- based organizations. -

' Protectmg Communrtres bv Reducmg Recrdrvrsm Amonq Returnrnq Inmates

| Some 600, 000 prrsoners who have completed therr prlson sentences will be released th|s year S
‘Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing add|t|onal

costs to themselves and society. To reduce the number of these prisoniers committing new crimes,
President Bush proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and:

community orgamzatlons in deallng with the challenges of helprng returmng mmates contrlbute to
Vsocrety S . . ‘ : E

“Through a coIlaboratron with faith- based and communrty organrzatrons and the Department of Labor .
-~ (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice. -
" (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have ,
“ - “paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The .
- President's FY 2005 budget wrll provrde fundlng for the first year of this four-year $300 million initiative.

- 1/20/2004
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 State of the‘Union Preview

In his State of the Union address, the Presrdent will discuss the serious challenges faclng our
Nation and the steps we must take to make Amerlca a more secure, more prosperous and»
more hopeful country :

7 The Pres1dent w111 express faith and confidence in the American people to meet these |
_ challenges. The adversity of past three years has shown the strength of the Amerlcan people
»We are meetmg the tests of h1story

The President will takes stock of the accomplishments of the past three years' and also lay out ‘
- ..goals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urge us to move forward :
w1th the work that still needs to be done. ' '

He will p01nt to the changes taking place i in our country and our world leadmg toward freedom L
v and prosperity—and the need to act on his agenda so that our policies reflect these changes.. .

) Spec1ﬁc areas the President will address include: |
> War on Terror

'« Actions we must take in defense of our Natlon—both on the home front and around ‘
- theworld ' B
e Pro gress being made in Afghanistan and Iraq : S
e - The difficult work of helping Iraq make the transition to democracy—and 1ts
~ importance to U.S. interests and world interests '

" e The positive impact of our actions around the world-——especrally the greater re glon of
- the Middle East. ‘

> ,Challenges of a changing econom’y.» |

Te Helplng Americans meet these challenges by learnmg new sk111s for anew economy
. Creating jobs so that everyone who wants to work can find a job. ,
‘e Expanding opportumtles for-all Amerrcans to own a home or start a business’

i > Health care: Importance to seniors of Medrcare reforms passed last year—and the steps
we must take this year to help famlhes and. small busmesses deal w1th the rising costs of
e 'health care :

> Educatlon Helpmg schools and students meet the hlgh standards we have set SO No
o ch11d in Amerlca is left behind. ‘

: Ata tlme of great change, the Pres1dent will speak to the lmportance of preservrng
_ values and vital institutions that make Amerlca strong—hke famlhes schools and -
" rehglous congregatlons ‘ :
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Tonrght Pres1dent Bush erl discuss the extraordinary challenges our country has faced and the hlstonc -
ach1evements we have made. Yethe Wlll also stress that there S much more for our country to do S

’ “Amerlca th1s even1ng is a Nation called to great respon51b1'11t1es. And we are r1s1ng to meet them. L

“We have not come all this Way through tragedy, and trial, and war — only to falter and leave our Work . “
unﬁmshed Amerrcans are rising to the tasks of h1story, and they expect the same of us.” :

| He erl also rem1nd the Amerlcan people that we are a Natron still at war, and our government is meet1ng its -
respons1b1hty to protect the Amerlcan people ' :

“Our greatest respon51b111ty 1s the active defense of the Amerlcan people Twenty-erght months have
passed since September 11, 2001 — over two years ‘without an attack on American soil = and it is temptrng to.
beheve that the danger is behrnd us. That hope is understandable comfortrng and false.” :

: .;.Amenca is on the offensrve agalnst the terror'1sts... :

, “As part of the offensrve against terror, we are also confrontrng the reglmes that harbor and support
' terror1sts and could supply them with nuclear, chemical, or. brologrcal weapons ’ SR

...Bec‘ause of Amencan leadership and resolVe --th'e World is changmg for the better.‘. 2 |

He Wlll d1scuss the progress we’re making in Afghanrstan and Iraq, and renew our comm1tment to ensunng
those countr1es are free and peaceful ' S . :

: “The men and women of Afghamstan are burldrng a natron that 1s. free and proud and ﬁghtrng terror

" “The work of burldrng anew Iraq is hard, and it is nght And Amerlca has always been erlrng to do
' What it takes for What isright” o

‘On prror1t1es here at home, the President will discuss why he’s optimistic about our growrng economy, and call ,
on Congress to take action that will help turn our economic recovery 1nto a last1ng recovery He erl call on.
_them to help tra1n Amencans for the jobs of the ?_lst Century = :

Amenca S groW1ng economy is also a changrng economy As technology transforms the way almost
every JOb 1s done America becomes more productrve and Workers need new skrlls We must respond by

1




. help1ng more Amerlcans gain the skills to find good _]ObS in our new economy

- "Pres1dent Bush will also discuss the 1mportance of health care and the major cause for Why Amerrcans lack '
» health 1nsurance the rlsrng costs of health care, ‘ : .

. “On the cr1t1cal issue of health care, our. goal is to ensure, that Amerrcans can choose and afford pr1vate |
_ 'health care coverage that best fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable Congress must
act to address rap1dly r1s1ng health care costs : : -

F1nally, the Presrdent erl argue that ina t1me of great change 1n our country and World ‘the th1ngs that make our
' country strong should never change : : . . :

o “We are l1v1ng in a time of great change . Yet some th1ngs endure — courage and compassron reverence'
j'and 1ntegr1ty, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change.. ‘And they are
. instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools, and rel1g1ous congregat1ons These
_1nst1tut1ons = the unseen prllars of c1v1hzatron must remain strong in America.. >

o “All of us - parents schools government must work together to counter the negat1ve 1nﬂuence of the ﬂ
o -culture and to send the right messages to our children.” : ‘




The State of the Unron B |
- January 20 2004 a

n hls State of the. Unron address Presldent Bush d|scussed the serrous challenges facrng our; Nat|on and the steps we -
must take o make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, Amerrca

~has come together to overcome great challenges; and the President expressed faith and confidence'in ‘the American people Tt

- and our nation's future. Now the choice i is clear - to move forward on.the path to freedom and prosperrty, or to turn back to
the old poIrcres and dlvrsrons of the past : S

'FPreS|dent Bush lald out ambrtrous goals for the future behrnd which all Amencans can unrte and urged the natron to move |
fonrvard wrth the work that st||| needs to be-done. i . o :

Makrng Amerrca Safer wrth Decrsrve Action to Wrn the War on Terror

| America is safer today because of the decisive actron and leadershrp of PreSIdent Bush AIthough there has not been a

. successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security e

-and complacency He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorrsts and pursue a fonrvard strategy -
‘of freedom to promote democracy throughout the Mrddle East. S . o

> Amerrca contrnues to wage a relentless campargn agarnst terrorists who threaten our country ln th|s war, America

- _is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, -and holding terrorists and
+their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two thrrds of the known Al- Qarda leaders, |nclud|ng the

. mastermrnd of the September 11 attacks \

o Afghanrstan once ruled by the brutal Talrban regrme that sheItered Al Qarda has adopted a new

- constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rrghts to women..
.o -Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass-destruction programs '
~ 0" Inlrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being .
. -systematically routed from their holes and.rounded up. Iragis are assuming. greater respons|b|||ty for their
- -own security and future government and Amerlca and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
- make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June Although |t is hard work we will stand by them

as they complete the transltlon to democracy : : :

-~ » The Presrdent called on Congress to renew the Patrrot Act whrch provrdes law enforcement offrcrals with essentral o
" tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
~ laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice =
enablrng federal law enforcement. to better share mformatron track terrorrsts drsrupt their ceIIs and serze the|r
. assets : : » - ‘ -

- > The Presldent recognrzes that drfferentthreats requrre d|fferent strategres He is workrng wrth other natrons to o
~ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon therr nuclear ambrtrons and jom the world communlty in. preventlng the
‘ -spread ofdangerous weapons : : R ey RS

% America's actions will result i in the spread of democracy in the Middle East ~an |mportant step that wil provide an.
~ alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a

o doubllng of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on.the development of . "

free eIectrons free markets, free press and free labor unrons in the Mrddle East




lKurnq Amerrca on Track for a More Pro J;erous Future

~ Thelast three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of Amerrca s economy Desprte the unprecedented economlc ‘

s ',jshocks of recession; the September 11 attacks corporate scandals and war, Amenca s economy is on track for recovery
and sustarned JOb creatron S : v iy :

> The tax rellef proposed and slgned rnto law by Presrdent Bush was the: rrght actron at the. rlght time for our
. economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penialty; phased out the death tax;
" lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small busmesses to create rncentlves for jOb creatron and
-~ lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes:- RN
“ % The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3 quarter of 2003 and new home constructron_f
- the hlghest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing actlvrty is increasing;
-+, inflation"and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in theast half of 2003. |
> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to contlnue by makrng the tax relref
e _~permanent $0 famlhes and busrnesses can plan and rnvest for the future. - : :

! Helpmg Amerlcans Access High- Demand Jobs America’s economy is growing but |t is also changrng due to hrgher

', productivity and new technology. It is more important than ever.that Americans have the education and training needed to-

_ succeed. ‘The No Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards-and
-»__accountabrlrty for results. There are substantial resources. avarlable to lmplement these reforms and Presrdent Bush wrll
ﬁght any effort to undo them. : = : a : l

> Many older students and current workers wrll also need to strengthen therr skills to compete for the JObS of
. tomorrow. President Bush proposed more than $500 million for a series of measres called Jobs for the 2fst
. Century = designed to provide extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behrnd in reading and math,
expand Advanced Placement programs in low-i -income schools, and invite math and scrence professlonals from the .-
~ private sector toteach- part-time in hrgh schools." _
- % 'The President’s Jobs for the 215t Century initiative increases support for Amerlca s communlty colleges to enable
- them o train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs: It will also provrde larger: Pell Grants '
for students who prepare for college with demandlng courses ln hlgh school. S G e

| }Sustarnmg Economrc Growth: To help sustaln America’s economrc recovery, Presrdent Bush caIIed on Congress to pass

Iegrslatlon to streamlrne federal regulations, protect employers from junk. lawsuits; ensure an affordable and reliable stpply. S

of energy; and give-younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes.in personal .
- refirement accounts. He also underscored-his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing.that his'FY 2005 budget
- will hoId drscretlonary spendlng growth to less than 4%, keepmg Amerrca on‘track to cut the: defrcrt in half in flve years.

. Strenqtheu Health Care for MrIIrons of Amerrcans Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the beneﬁts of modern -
-medicine throughout our country and take actlon to help control the rrslng costs of medrcal care and glve more Amencans

B access fo health insurance.

: lStrengthenmg Medicare: Just Iast month, President Bush slgned legrslatron to strengthen Medrcare and add a
‘prescription drug benefit, keeping a commltment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. :
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retall prlce of
“most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. -

" "» Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenlngs agalnst drabetes and heart drsease o

~and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. = .
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premrum of about: $35

~ most seniors who do not have prescription drug. coverage will see their-drug bills cut roughly in-half. Seniors will be - : )
ableto keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best srmllar to the health care. .

- choices offered to Members of Congress.
l > Presrdent Bush erI veto any effort to take this prescrlptlon drug coverage away from senrors and l|m|t thelr chorces



lncreasmg Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concemed about the rising cost of health care
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a .
government-run health care system as-some have proposed He outlined a series of steps for makrng health insurance -
_ more affordable and accessible, including:

>

v v \7“‘ V.IV‘

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotrate for lower |nsurance rates coverrng more. workers wrth

_health insurance, through Association Health Plans.

Giving lower-income Amerrcans a refundable tax credit so mlllrons can buy therr own basrc health |nsurance
coverage. :
Computerizing: health records to reduce costs improve care and lower the risk of medrcal mrstakes :
Elrmrnatrng frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patlent relatronshrp and keep good doctors from
taking new patients. :

- Allowing individuals who set aside money tax free in new Health Savrngs Accounts to deduct from the|r taxes 100% ’

of the cost of their health insurance premrums

Burldrng a Better and More Compassronate Amerrca for AII

>

Durrng th|s time of great change in our natron the President spoke to the rmportance of preservrng the- trmeless

- “values and vital institutions that continue to make Amerrca strong—lrke families, schools, and relrglous
' congregatrons s : o : :

The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Amerlcans make responsrble chorces

o Drug usein h|gh school has declrned by 11 percent over the past two years and 400 000 fewer young
. people are using |llegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new fundrng to.
- -continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs —as well as an
-~ .increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives.
o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
" children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and therr unions to take decrsrve
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.

i o . At:a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted drseases each year the

President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the rrsks and a |
N doublrng of federal funding for abstlnence education programs

Defendmg the Inst|tut|on of Marnage The Presrdent also called for a prlncrpled stand to defend the |nst|tutlon of

_-marriage against activist judges who redefrne marrrage by court order without listening to the vorces of the eIected
j representatrves of the people o : : :

Falth and Communlty Based Groups The Presrdent is fully commrtted to empowering more of Amerrca s faith-

- and community-based charities to-address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He

- proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he :

- announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently

! released prisoners make a successful fransition back to society — reducing the chance that they will be arrested
L ‘agaln Th|s 4-year, $300 m|II|on initiative will provide transrtronal housing, basrc job trarnrng, and mentorlng

, Presrdent Bush descrrbed the state of our Union as confldent and strong and urged all Amerlcans to move forward and
complete the |mportant work ahead ‘ v , .t ,

White House Office of:“Communications
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DeFrancis, Su'zy

| From: Stevens, Pamela R. _
‘Sent:  Tuesday, J'anuary 20, 2004 8:01 AM
~Tor 'karen@georgewbush com'; DeFrancis, Suzy ,
Subject FW These are some of the questlons that Dan got this morning on the mornmg shows.

There are reports that there will be someone from the CIA SIttmg in on the SOTU speechwrltlng process to make
sure the speech
is better vetted this year..is that true?,

What ‘is the main"theme of this year's speech?

_ H,cw |s the,White House reacting to the Kerry/Edwards news?

Did the President stay up late and watch the returns?

How does President feel/think about Sen. Kerry?

Is this speech going to be a pohtlcal speech - |t is an election year

The Presldent taltked last year re: saddam and wmd - w1ll he talk about .
the frustratron of not finding wmd? v

A President has made American safer and better for Iraqi people
the process is underway to find wmd

‘Will the Presldent say that he Stlll expects that WMD will be found'in Iraq’?

A:. Dr kay has already found that the weapons related actIV|t1es gomg onwere in fuII vrolatlon of the:
secu rlty councll ‘

23 m|II|on jobs Iost -- is President satisfied about the pro}gress in job creation?

What is his number one pricrity: for congress in the coming year?

Washington Post poll today shows that President Bush enjoys-a large advantage over the Democrats on matters
of national security -- but, the poll showed that Democrats would do a better job on domestic issues, such as the ‘
economy, prescription drugs , health insurance, Medicare, deficit, immigration and taxes.

- What will the President say tonight in his speech to address those challenges? § i'

1/20/2004 | - - D
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STATE%L'?HE UNIOhf 2004 - TlMELI F COMMUNICATlONS ACTIVITIES

D@b\’ :
‘ FRIDAY JANUARY16 2004

Medla lntervrews '
= Dan Bartlett leads three 20- mlnute roundtables wrth natronal press to frame the SOTU. Group 1 WHTV.
. correspondents, Group 2: Print One (AP, Reuters, WP, NYT), Group3 Prrnt Two (USA Today, Wash Trmes
.- 'WSJ, Knight Ridder, LA Times, and others) [Press Office] .
“'= " Dan Bartlett interviews from 1-2 pm with the news magazines—Time, Newsweek Us. News [Krrsta]
= Dan Bartlett leads 30-minute regional tong w/Baltimore Sun, Chicago Tribune, Newsday, DMN Houston
- Chronicle, Copley, Austin-American Statesman & Boston Globe [Press Offrce] SR .
Ll Dan Bartlett holds conf. call wrth regronal medra ats pm. [Medla Affarrs] e e

Communrcatrons Materlals :
. Release of radro address—embargoed unt|I delrvery [Press Offlce]

SATURDAY JANUARY17 2004

' . The President's radlo address broadcast (10 06 A.M. )

MONDAY JANUARY 19, 2004 o

'Medla Interwews ' _ o Mec,«l’llll (})MM% ’rbUt.S

» _Conference call with Hispanic prrnt media [Media Affarrs/Ruben Barrales] - PN
" Ask the Whrte House chhard Norton Smlth Hlstorlan on hrstory of the State of the Unlon [Medla Affarrs]

S Communrcatlons Materlals o : ‘ ‘ ' ‘
= State of the Union talking: pornts through stafflng for release Tuesday P.M. [WH Communrcatrons]
- = Guest list for First Lady’s box finalized and bios staffed for release on Tuesday [Israel/FLOTUS Press]
-~ = Photo release of speech prep for weekend use [WH CommunlcatlonslPhoto 0ff|ce]

»Communlcatrons Logistics
Wh|te House worklng group meeting (4 00 P. M EEOB 180)

TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2004

- President delivers State of the Unron address (9. 01 P M )

) Med|a lnterwews

- Qun
: Telemundo and Univision morning shows/early evening shows [Media Affda{fs] b =
’(‘d ¥ Suzy to do Media Affairs local affiliate TV interviews from 11 am to 12 pm with Cox Hearst-Argyle NBC ABC
@ﬁﬁ, 'tl°\" - and FOX (for 5, 5:30, 6 & 6:30 P.M. newscasts) [Medra Affairs/WH Press Office]
' Presrdent lunches with network television correspondents [Bartlett/Press Office] -
on lnsrde Polltrcs (3 30 pm) and Nell Cavuto (4 pm) [Press Office]

o
N\
[ ] [ ] | | |




Paige to lead conference call with African-American press [Media Affairs]
Chao to lead conference call with Asian-American press [Media Affarrs] TBD
- Towey to lead conference call with religious press [Media Affairs] - ' 5
WH Correspondents (Roberts, Gregory, King, Angle, Moran) wil tape pieces wrth Dan and Sec Card for '
: evening news prior to SOTU (John King and John Roberts will pre-tape on-Monday) [Press Office] - o
LY Intervrews on Larry King Live and Nrghtlrne with TBD guests (Dan Sec Card Dr. Rice, Karen’?) [Press Offrce]

- Foreign Media & Materials - ' ' .
_OGC release of SOTU key themes to foreign media in time for evenrng newscasts in Europe & the Mrddle East
OGC release of speech excerpts to VOA for translation and use prior to SOTU .
OGC Foreign media access to SOTU press- reIated events, such as stake- outs wrth Members post- SOTU |
 OGC/FPC events with foreign press .
VOA and other int| broadcasters will carry the speech live, with translatrons as possrble o
- 0GC will host foreign press to watch SOTU from the White House with TBD guests

‘-F?é P(asw swﬁfvﬁf\_\w

Commumcatlons Logistics

= Senior Administration briefing on SOTU rn|t|at1ve TBD ' ‘
» - DeFrancis/Besanceney Hill Press Secretaries briefings (Senate at 10 am, House at 11 am) .
= Speech text and talking points to Cabinet Affairs & OSI-for coordinated reIease to therr drstrrbutron llsts (8: 30pm
- excerpts go out at 5:30 pm) [WH Communications] -
= Radio Day walk-through for Cabrnet staff and drstrrbutlon of Radio Day packets for Cabrnet Members [Cablnet
o Affarrs/Medla Affairs]

_ Communlcatlons Materials
Press Office release of First Lady’s box seatlng chart (5:30 p.m.)
Press Office release excerpts of the speech (5:50 p.m.) :
Press Office release of bios.of the guests in the First Lady's box (7:30 p. m. )
Press Office release of the as prepared speech—embargoed until delivery (8 p.m.)
“Communications Office blasts out the speech & talking points (8:20 p.m.)
- Legislative Affairs/Cabinet Affairs distributes printed/color “as prepared” speech booklets to
Members/Cabinet at 8:45 p.m. ,[Management_ Office - Room 1 are preparlng the booklets]

, - Outreach : ' Z)'u,lw s
= Rove speak to Bush Echo Chamber in 450 EEOB (1 P-M. ) [OPL] '
/ﬂg/@ = Rove/OPL conference calls with outside groups [OPL] - / Wé’-“wg‘“"" «cafhallics )
‘ .. Receptron and SOTU vrewrng with outsrde groups in EEOB 450 (beglnnrng at7. 30 pm) [OPL]

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21 2004

MI‘WL

Media Intervrews ' M _

= RADIO DAY—AII DAY Cablnet participation [Media Affarrs] W&iﬂf/‘s

Sec. Evans on moming shows [Press Office/Commerce Department] TBD

President remarks on job training/travel to Ohio and Arizona in follow-up to SOTU announcements .
Mrs. Bush remarks on educatron/travel to Florida in foIIow up to President’s SOTU announcements

Forelqn Media & Materlals
- TV interviews for selected foreign broadcasters wrth principals [OGC]
*  Post SOTU translations in key languages on the WH website [OGC]




Outreach ' ‘
o Hrspanrc Leaders vra conference call [OPL] TBD é/fw) £ o
Busin 6 CEOs via conference call [OPL] TBD

. >OPL conference caIIs wrth outsrde groups TBD

. THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2004
| , = N
, Medra Interviews ,
\‘ . ~ President travels to Roswell, New Mexico for remarks on the War on Terror -
; = Mrs. Bush hosts WH event on education announcements from SOTU and budget
,: % Dr. Rice on morning shows [Press Office] TBD '
(‘);/ = Sec. Chao remarks to CPAC members [Labor Dept.]
» TBD Cabinet member travel and remarks
LIS TBD Agency briefings :

_Foreign Media
. Background brrefrng by Senior Admrnrstratron Official on forergn policy aspects of the address at the Fore|gn'

_ - Press Center [OGC]
= Interviews on foreign policy themes of SOTU by Us. Ambassadors to media in their countries [OGC]
= Op-ed for placement by U.S. Ambassadors in their local press [OGC]

‘Outreach ~ ‘

= - High Tech Leaders via conference call TBD

= African American Leaders via conference call TBD -
» Jewish Leaders via conference call at 4 P.M. TBD

" Women Leaders via conference call TBD

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2004

, Medra Intervrews : o |
= President remarks to U.S. Conference of Mayors ‘ Lo , B
= Cabinet travel and remarks ' |
% = Sec. Snow travels to West Virginia for remarks on the economy [Treasury Dept.]
S = Sec. Card interview with MSNBC's Lester Holt (pre-taped for Saturday) [Press Office]

Outreach '
- ®»  Muslim Leaders via conference call [Abraham? - OPL] TBD
= Labor Leaders via conference call [Rove? OPL] TBD

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 28, 2004
= (T) Cabrnet Meetrng Pool at the end Cabrnet medra to follow [Cabinet Affarrs]

SUNDAY FEBRUARY1 2004 o
- ® SUNDAY SHOWS?7??

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2003
= . BUDGET RELEASE




STATE OF THE UNION 2004 TIMELINE OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITlES

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2004

Media Interviews

»  Dan Bartlett leads three 20-minute roundtables with national press to frame the SOTU. Group 1: WH TV
correspondents, Group 2: Print One (AP, Reuters, WP, NYT), Group 3: Print Two (USA Today, Wash Times,
WSJ, Knight Ridder, LA Times, and others) [Press Office]

. Dan Bartlett interviews from 1-2 pm with the news magazines—Time, Newsweek, U.S. News [Krista]

» Dan Bartlett leads 30 minute regional tong w/Baltimore Sun, Chicago Tribune, Newsday, DMN, Houston

~ Chronicle, Copley, Austin-American Statésman & Boston Globe [Press Office]

= Dan Bartlett holds conf. call with regional media at 5 p.m. [Media Affairs]

Commumcatrons Materials
* Release of radio address—embargoed until dellvery [Press Office]

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 2004

-'_ The Presrdent's radio address broadcast (10 06 A. M )

MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2004

‘Media Interviews
- = Conference call-with Hispanic print media [Media Affairs/Ruben Barrales] S
= Ask the White House: Richard Norton Smith, Historian, on history of the State of the Union [Medla Affalrs]
» WH Correspondents John King and John Roberts will pre-tape pieces with Dan and Sec. Card for Tuesday
- evening news prior to SOTU [Press Office]

Communications Materlals ,

= State of the Union talking points through staffing for release Tuesday P.M. [WH Communications]
»  Guest list for First Lady’s box finalized and bios staffed for release on Tuesday [Israel/FLOTUS Press]
= Photo release of speech prep for weekend use [WH CommunlcatlonsIPhoto Office]

* Communications Logistics
». White House working group.meeting (4:00 P.M., EEOB 180) TBD

T_UESDAY JANUARY 20, 2004

Presrdent delivers State of the Umon address (9 01P.M.)

Medra Interviews
= Suzy DeFrancis to do local teIeV|S|on interviews (10 total) 6 A.M. [Medla Affairs] :
= Dan Bartlett on morning shows: Early Show, GMA & Today Show, MSNBC [Press Offrce]
= -Suzy DeFrancis on morning shows: CNN and Fox [Press Office]
» Telemundo and Univision morning shows/early evening shows [Media Affairs] g,
= . Suzy to do Media Affairs local affiliate TV interviews from 11-am to 12 pm with Cox, Hearst- Argyle NBC, ABC
and FOX (for 5, 5:30, 6 & 6:30 P.M. newscasts) [Media Affairs/WH Press Office]
President lunches with network television correspondents [Bartlett/Press Office]
Dan Bartlett on Inside Politics (3:30 pm) and Neil Cavuto (4 pm) [Press Office]
Karen Hughes or Mary Matalin on Fox News Live (2 pm) and Lester Holt (4pm) [Press Offlce]
Ask the Whlte House: Secretary Card [Media Affalrs] TBD




kN

Parge to-do BET TV interview [Medra Affarrs]
Paige to lead conference call with African-American press [Media Affarrs]

- Chao to lead conference call with Asian-American press [Media Affairs] TBD
~ Towey to lead conference call with religious press [Media Affairs] y ‘ o
'WH Correspondents (Roberts, Gregory, King, Angle, Moran) will tape preces wrth Dan and i Sec. Card for i '

evening news prior to SOTU (John King and John Roberts will pre-tape on Monday) [Press Office]
Interviews on Larry King Live and Nightline with TBD guests (Dan, Sec. Card, Dr. Rice, Karen?) [Press Office]

| Forelgn Media & Materials

- OGC release of SOTU key themes to forergn medra in time for evening newscasts in Europe & the Middle East

OGC release of speech excerpts to VOA for translation and use prior to SOTU
OGC Foreign media access to SOTU press-related events, such as stake-outs with Members post-SOTU
OGC/FPC events with foreign press

VOA and other int! broadcasters will carry the' speech live, with translations as possible

OGC will host forergn press to watch SOTU from the White House with TBD guests

Communrcatrons Logrstrcs |

Senior Administration briefing on SOTU rnrtratrve TBD
DeFrancis/Besanceney Hill Press Secretaries briefings (Senate at 10 am, House at 11 am)

‘Speech text and talking points to Cabinet Affairs & OS! for coordinated release to their drstrrbutlon ||sts (8: 30pm,

excerpts go out at 5:30 pm) [WH Communications]
Radio Day walk-through for Cabinet staff and distribution of Radio Day- packets for Cabrnet Members [Cabrnet

‘AffarrsIMedra Affarrs]

Communications Materials

-~ Press Office release of First Lady’s box seatrng chart (5 30 p.m.)

Press Office release excerpts of the speech (5:50 p.m.)

Press Office release of bios of the guests in the First Lady's box (7:30 p.m.)

-Press Office release of the as prepared speech—embargoed until delivery (8 p.m.)
. Communications Office blasts out the speech & talking points (8:20 p.m.)

Legislative Affairs/Cabinet Affairs distributes printed/color “as prepared” speech booklets to |
Members/Cabinet at 8:45vp.m. [Management Office — Room 1 are preparing the booklets] -

Outreach

Rove speak to Bush Echo Chamber in 450 EEOB (1 P.M. ) [OPL]
Rove/OPL conference calls with outside groups [OPL]
~ Reception and SOTU viewing with outsrde groups inEEOB 450 (begrnnrng at7:30 pm) [OPL]

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21, 2004 |

Medra Intervrews

. RADIO DAY—AII DAY Cabinet partrcrpatron [Medra Affarrs]
- Sec. Evans on morning shows [Press Office/Commerce Department] TBD

President remarks on job training/travel to Ohio and Arizona in follow-up to SOTU announcements
Mrs. Bush remarks on education/travel to Florida in follow-up to President's SOTU announcements -
Website to feature web-exclusive photos of preparation of the State of the Union [Media Affairs]

~ Bartlett will travel with the President and brief WH press corps on SOTU initiative
Sec. Card'with Hannity (10 am) and Inside Politics?? (3:30 pm) [Press Office] -

Forerqn Medra & Materials |

TV interviews for selected foreign broadcasters with principals [OGC]
Post SOTU translations in key languages on the WH website [OGC]



Outreach

- Hispanic Leaders via conference call [OPL] TBD
= Steve Friedman will speak to Business Roundtable CEOs via conference call [OPL] TBD
. OPL conference calls with outside groups TBD

THURSDAY,JANUARY22,2004

Media Interviews
President travels to Roswell New Mexrco for remarks on the War on Terror
Mrs. Bush hosts WH event on education announcements from SOTU and budget

Sec. Chao remarks to CPAC members [Labor Dept.]
TBD Cabinet member travel and remarks
TBD Agency briefings

- = Dr. Rice on morning shows [Press Office] TBD

. Foreign Media

= Background briefing by Senior Administration Offrcral on foreign policy aspects of the address at the Forergn
Press Center [0GC] '
= - Interviews on foreign policy themes of SOTU by U.S. Ambassadors to media in their countrres [OGC]

. Op -ed for placement by U.S. Ambassadors in their local press [OGC]

Outreach ,

» High Tech Leaders via conference call TBD

» African American Leaders via conference call TBD
= Jewish Leaders via conference call at 4 P.M. TBD
= Women Leaders via conference call TBD

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23,2004 .

Media Interviews

= President remarks to U.S. Conference of Mayors

» - Cabinet travel and remarks :
= Sec. Snow travels to West Virginia for remarks on the economy [Treasury Dept.]
= - Sec. Card interview with MSNBC's Lester Holt (pre-taped for Saturday) [Press Office]

Outreach
» Muslim Leaders via conference call [Abraham? - OPL] TBD

" Labor Leaders via conference call [Rove? - OPL]

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 2004

» (T) Cabinet Meeting. Pool at the end, Cablnet media to follow [Cabinet Affarrs]

SUNDAY,FEBRUARY1,2004

®»  SUNDAY SHOWS???

* MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2003

» BUDGET RELEASE
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 State of the Union Address
“Tuesday, January 20, 2004
Draft #30 i

: ~Mr. Speaker Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress
,d|st|ngU|shed guests and fellow c1tlzens ' . t

N Amer|ca this even|ng is a Natlon caIled to great respons|b|||t|es And
~ we are nslng to meet them o , , -

', As we gather tonlght hundreds of thousands of Amer|can servrcemen_' :
and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By br|ng|ng'
hope to the oppressed, and delivering Justlce to the vroIent they are
maklncLAmerlca more secure

y Each day Iaw enforcement personnel and mtelhgence ofﬂcers are

o tracklng terrorist threats ... analysts are examining airline passenger l|sts -

... the men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are
patrolllng our coasts and borders And therr lgllanc e is protect|ng

Amerlca o

Amerlcans are proving once agaln to be the hardest worklng people
in the world. The American economy is growrng stronger The tax reIref
'you passed is worklnq R A

Tonlght Members of Congress can take pride in great works of =
compassion. and reform that skeptics had thought impossible.. You are .
- raising the standards of our public schools; and you are- glvrng our senlor
' cmzens prescrlptlon drug coverage under Medfcare ’ : o

We have faced serious chaIIenges together_»— and now we face a

- choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn

~back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not pIotting and outlaw

I regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and -

reforms in educatlon and Medlcare or we can turn back to the old pollc1es;

E We have not come all this Way — through tragedy,"and'tria“l and war -
s only to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the -
B tasks of. h|st0"Y, and they expect the same of us. I the|r efforts therr |



: .enterprise and thelr character the Amerlcan people are showrng that the
: state of our un|on is confident and stronq ' .

: | Our greatest responslblllty |s the active defense of the Amerlcan '; -'
~ people. Twenty- eight months have: passed since September 11", 2001 -
~ over two years without an attack on American soil —and it is temptlng to .

- believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, -

- comforting — and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta ,
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem; Istanbul, and Baghdad The
terrorists continue to plot against America and the cmhzed world And by
~our will and courage, th|s danqer will be defeated : L

Ins|de the United States where the war: began we must contlnue

L to”g|ve homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they
" need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the Patriot Act,

* which allows federal law enforcement to better share information, to track
~terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we |
" have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If

~these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more

- important for hunting terrorists. -Key provisions of the Patriot Act are set to —

~expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on that schedule. Our
‘law enforcement needs this v1tal Ieglslatlon to protect our cmzens you

o need to renew. the Patrlot Act.

s Amenca is on the offenswe agalnst the terronsts who started th|s war., -
‘Last March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11”’ |
‘awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last

- August 11" brought the capture of the terrorlst Hambali, who was a key

player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. ' We are

- tracking al-Qaida around.the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known o
' leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skiledand =
~ determined military personnel are ona manhunt going after the remalnlng ‘

killers who hide in cities and caves — and one bv one, we W|ll bnnq the
- terrorlsts to |ustlce S ‘

: ‘ As part of the offenswe agalnst terror we are aIso confrontlng the s

a -reglmes that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them W|th
~ nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United States and our a|||es o

~are determined: We refuse to I|ve in-the. shadow of th|s uItlmate danqer




The first to ‘See our determ|nat|on were the Ta||ban who made
‘ ..Afghanlstan the primary training base of al- Qaida killers. As of this month
- that country has a new constitution, guaranteelng free eIectrons and fuII
- participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are
be|ng established, and the boys and g|r|s of Afghanlstan are back in: schooI
‘With help from the new Afghan Army, our coalition is leading aggresswe

_raids against surviving members of the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and.f'_ o

o _women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free, and proud and

o frghtlng terror —and Amer|ca is honored to be their frlend

. Slnce we Iast met in this chamber,,combat forces Of-‘the Uni»t'ed’_" AR

o States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the =

demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein —and
“the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a
~remnant of violent Saddam supporters. ' Men who ran away from our troops S

: ﬁ'_|n battle are now dlspersed and attack from the shadows o

: These killers, Jomed by forelgn terror|sts are a ser|ous cont|nu|ng
\danger Yet we are making progress agalnst them. The once all- powerful

" -~ruler of Irag was found in a hole, and now sits in a prison ceII Ofthe top 55 - |
officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are .
- .on the offensive, Ieadrng over sixteen hundred patrols-a day, and Lo

conducting an average of 180 raids every week. We are dealing with these_. S
: thugs in lraq |ust as surelv as we deaIt with Saddam Husseln S eV|I reqlme o

~The work of burldlng a new Iraq is hard and it is rlght And Amerlca A o

1 ;ihas always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January,‘ :
“Iraqg’s only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalltlon is

- _~working with the Iragi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with abillof
- rights. We are working with Iraqis and the United Nat|ons to prepare fora =
' ;_transmon to full Iraq soverelgnty by the end of June. As democracy takes_ o
- . hold'in Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread =+ *

- violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will-of our country and our

~friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated by - |

~thugs and assassins. The krIIers erI fa|| . and the Irag people will I|ve,_|n
.freedom ' B R A S

Month by month Iraqls are assum|ng more respon3|b|I|ty for the|r ownf'-* ‘
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one
of |raq S most respected Ieaders the current Presrdent of the Iraqr S



RS

. 'Governlng Councrl Adnan Pachachl S|r Amerlca stands wrth you and the

-?lraql people as you build a free and peaceful natlon

Because of American Ieadershlp and resolve the world is chang|ng
_ for the better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily- pledged to
=d|sclose and drsmantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destructlon

- ~programs, including a uranium enrichment pro;ect for nuclear weapons. - . -

- ~Colonel Gadhafi correctly judged that his country would be better off, and |

o far more secure, W|thout weapons of mass murder. Nine months of |ntense ER
e -._.negotlatlons involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded W|th

. Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reason is .
' clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be cred|ble and no one

P »_“can now doubt the word of Amer|ca |

leferent threats require drfferent strategles Along wrth nat|ons in the

g lll\reglon ‘we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. -

‘America and the international communrty are demanding that Iran meet |ts '
~commitments, and not develop nuclear weapons. America is commrtted‘tof

e keeplnq the world s most danqerous weapons out of the hands of the

B .world s most danqerous reQ|mes

When I came to th|s rostrum on September 20th 2001 I brought the S

: ”{polrce shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended and a task-f Ei' CE

~that does not end. | gave to you and to' all Americans my complete

'comm|tment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this =

pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have "
- provided the resources for our defense, and cast the dlffrcult votes of war -

- and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering.. America’s

-‘|ntelI|gence personnel and drplomats have been skllled and tlreless

And the men and women of the Amerlcan m|I|tary — they have taken

. the hardest duty. We have seen their skill and courage in armored

7»\"»?-»!:charges and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have

- seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. | have

had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts from

~the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad Many of our
- .troops are I|sten|ng ton|ght And | want you and your families to know: '

. »vAmenca is proud of.you. And my Adm|n|strat|on and this Conqress WI||
> g|ve vou the resources you need to flqht and win the war on terror o




1 know that some people questlon if Amerlca is really in a war at all.

;_’-;-.'They view terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved malnly wrth ‘
- law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first -
o attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, conV|cted and

~ sentto prison. But the matter was not settied. The. terrorists were still

- training and plotting in other nations; and drawrng up more ambitious pIans '_'VQ{'-l |

 After the chaos and carnage of September 11" it is not enough to serve R
,»our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared e
war on the Unlted States — and war is what they qot : :

L Some in th|s chamber and in our country, dld not support the
" ",_:.llberatron of Irag. Objections to war often come from principled motrves

Pt But let us’ be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Husseln |

| ~in.power:... We are seeklng all the facts, already the Kay Report ldentlfled

. dozens of’ weapons ‘of mass destruction-related program activities and
SR ,S|gn|f|cant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United - _
- Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destructlon S
"~ programs wolld continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Councn__;{, s
L _;’f’_-resolutlons on.Irag would have been revealed as empty-threats, weakenlng o
- -the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dlctators around the world ', |
" Irag’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims — terrified and--

“innocent. The killing fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands of men,

B ‘women, and children vanished into- the sands — would still be known only to e
~ the killers. For all who love freedom-and peace, the world ‘without Saddam S

’Husseln S req1me is a better and safer place SR

Some cr|tlcs have sald our dutles in lraq must be lnternatlonallzed
”*:“Thls particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,
jAustralla Japan, South Korea, the Phlllpprnes Thailand, ltaly, Spaln

| Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgarla Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands
* “Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed

~ troops to Irag. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital

. ;_j‘_;.,,;contrlbutlons of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From o
- the beginning, America has sought international support for operat|ons in
~  -Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There i isa

- difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and =
R submlttlng to the objections of a few. Amerlca will never seek a permlssron

L = sl|p to defend the securltv of our people




We aIso hear doubts that democracy is a reaI|st|c goal for the greater
Mlddle East where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending,
“to assume that whole cultures and great religions are lncompatlble with =
Ilberty and self-government. | believe that God has planted in every heart
the desire to live in freedom. And even when that deS|re is crushed by

,” tyranny for decades t will rise agal

As Iong as the Mlddle East remains a place of tyranny, despalr and

anger it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the
. safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward "
- strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the

enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror,-and expect a hlgher

~standard from our friends. To cut through the barriers of hateful
. propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast servrces are’

- expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian —and soon, a new
television service will begin providing reliable news and information across

o _ the region. | will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National

* Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development -

" of free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the

‘Middle East.  And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in
o Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can Ilomme way for others and ‘
L help transform a troubIedpart of the worId | »

Amenca is a Natlon with a mlssmn — and that mrssmn comes from our
most basuc beI|efs We have no desire to domlnate no ambitions of -

empire. Our aim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the drgnlty .

“and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with
- friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our speCIaI calllng Th|s
o qreat republlc erI Iead the cause of freedom -

- In these Iast three years adversrty has also revealed the fundamental
- strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession,
‘and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war.

_ ' And because you acted to stimulate our economy with tax relief, this
- gconomy is stronq and growing stronqer |

You have doubIed the ch|Id tax credlt from 500 to a thousand doIIars o
i reduc_ed the marriage penalty — begun to. phase out the death tax — ”
- reduced taxes on capital gains and stock dividends — cut taxes on small



| busmesses — and you have Iowered taxes for every Amerlcan who pays
' |ncome taxes : =

Americans took those dollars and put them to work dr|V|ng thls
economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of
- 2003 was the fastest in: nearIy 20 years. New home construction: the

. highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever.

= “Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is. low. Interest rates are Iow
o Export‘s»‘are growing Productivity is high And jObS are on the rise.

o v These numbers conf|rm that the American people are usmg the|r
..money far better than government would have and you were riqht to
...-:return |t : o : -

America S growmg economy is also a changlng economy As

- N technology transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes

‘more productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will -
- be found in high- _skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we
must respond by heIp|ng more Americans galn the Skl||S to find good JObS in-— -
'our new economy : _ .

AII skills begin wnth the ba5|cs of reading and math wh|ch are’
supposed to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too Iong, .
~ for too many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No

v Child Left Behind Act, you have made the expectation of ||teracy the law of

our: country. We are providing more funding for our schools — a 36 percent .
- increase since 2001. We are requiring higher standards. We are regularly K
- testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting results-to -
parents, and making sure they have better options when schools are not
performlng ‘We are maklnq proqress toward exceIIence for everv ch|Id

o But the status quo aIways has defenders Some want to underm|ne
the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. :
‘Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We ‘expect

- third graders to read and do math at third grade level — and that is not

- asking too much. Testlng is the onIy way to identify and heIp students who -
are falllng behind. : S

o ~This Natlon W|ii not go back to the days of S|mpiy shuffling ch|Idren
anng from grade. to grade without them Iearnlng the basics. | refuse to . .




| QIVG up on anv child — and the No Chl|d Left Behrnd Act is openlnq the door»_. :
‘ ‘of opportunltv to alI of Amerlca S chlldren . »

At the same time, we must ensure that oIder students and adults can | G

| gain the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest—growmg

o ,occupatrons require strong math and science preparation, and training

beyond the high school level. So ton|ght | propose a series of measures
~ called Jobs for the 21t Century This program will provrde extra help to
middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math .
-expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools ... and |nvrte '

- math and science professionals from the prlvate sector to teach part-trme in. -
~_our high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for -

" fcollege with demanding courses in high school | propose increasing our -
support for America’s fine community colleges, so they can train workers
~for the industries that are creating the most.new jobs. Bv all these actlons -
- we will help more and more Amerlcans to |0|n in the qrowrnq prosperltv of

s our countu

» : Job tra|n|ng is lmportant and so is jOb creatron We must contlnue to |
o 'pursue an aggressive, pro- growth. economlc agenda. - |

: Congress has some unf|n|shed busrness on the issue of taxes The
T_ftax reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax
- on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, mlllrons of families will be
. charged 300 dollars more in federal taxes for every child. ‘Unless you act,
. 'small businesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will
: «eventually come back to life. Unless you act, ‘Americans face a tax -
n increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress should not take
away: For the sake of job qrowth the tax cuts JOU passed should be

- ’permanent '

Our agenda fOI'jObS and growth must help small busrness owners
‘and employees with relief from needless federal regulation, and protec
-~ them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need
, relrable supplies of energy to make our economy run —so | urge:you to -
"~ pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservatlon o
‘and make America less dependent on foreign sources of: enerqv My .

Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to ‘open up new m arkets o | A

America’s entrepreneurs ... and manufacturers ... and farmers ... and to

o ,create jObS for Amerlcasworkers Younger workers shouId have the R




' .‘i‘opportunlty to bU|Id a nest egg by saV|ng part of their SOCIaI Secunty taxes e

: “in a personal retirement account. We should make the SOCIaI Secunty
o system a source of ownersh|p forthe Amencan peopIe ’ -

And we shouId limit the burden of government on thls economy by x
e ;\"actlng as good stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks, 1 will send you
- a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important

- domestic needs, while. limiting the growth.in discretionary. spendlng toless . J

than four percent This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut

- wasteful spending, and be wise with the people’ s money By domg S0, we P

can cut the defIC|t in half over the next f|ve years.

Tonlght I also ask you to reform our rmmlgratlon laws. SO they reerct R

~‘our values and benefit our economy. [ propose a new temporary worker -
‘pr—o'gTam't‘ch‘atch—vv‘ﬂhTrg*forﬁgn—werkers with willing employers, when no.

& Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our |

‘economy — because employers will find needed workers in-an honest and

- orderly system. A temporary worker program will help. protectour .

'f@m allowing border patrol and law enforcement to.focus on true

“threats to our national security. 10 ,p,pos.e_amn_e_s,ty, because it would -

encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break

. our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the C|t|zensh|p path ‘
-for-those who respect the law, while: bringing millions of hardworklng men

' _' and women out from the shadows of Amencan life. .

Our Nation’s heaIth care system like our economy, is aIso ina t|me :

| ~of change Amazmg medical technologles are improving and saving lives.
- This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of

, k‘ “medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress ... we must |
- work together to help control those costs and extend the beneflts of modern..
medtcune throughout our country : : '

Meetlng these goals requlres b|part|san effort and two months ago, "
: 'you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and add|ng aprescription:
~ drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are qwlnq
| them the modern medlcme they deserve : S

Startlng this year, under the law you passe'd' seniors can choo‘se' to‘ |
' “receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail . S
3 {pr|ce of most prescr|pt|on drugs and m|II|ons of Iow-nncome senlors can i




- get an add|t|onaI 600 doIIars to. buy medlcme Beg|nn|ng next year seniors -

~ will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and
'heart disease, and senlors jUSt enterlng Medlcare can rece|ve wellness o

In January of 2006 seniors can get prescrlptlon drug coverage under SO

N Medlcare For a montth premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who -
~ do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut-

g ;_-rougth in half.” Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep thelr

' Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medlcare plan that fits them

~best — just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plan" .

that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be =
- ‘7ab|e to save money tax-free for their med|caI expenses ina heaIth savmgs
'.account | , S .

3 S|gned thls measure proudIy, and any attempt to limit the cho:ces of L
our seniors, or to take away their prescrrptron druq coveraqe under

"Medlcare WI|| meet mv veto

, On the critical issue of heaIth care our goaI is to ensure that
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best ,7
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress e

-  must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses

| ~ should be able to band together and negotiate for lower | insurance rates, S0 B e |

- they can cover more workers W|th health insurance — | urge you to pass

- Association Health Plans. -1 ask you to give Iower-lncome Americans a:
" .'refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic heaIth

- Jinsurance. By computerlzrng health records we can avoid dangerous el
. medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor— o
" patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must -
. eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose -

~ -that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage as part of our
_new health savings accounts, be aIIowed to deduct 100 percent of the
o premlums from therr taxes : : : :

SR A government -run health care system IS the wrong prescrlpt|on By
. keeping costs under control, expandmg access, and helping more -

: “Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of prrvate medlcme DR

L that makes Amer|ca S heaIth care the best in‘the worId



e We are llvmg ina t|me of great change in our world in our '_', R
R 'f»%ieconomy, and in science and medicine. - Yet some things enduré = -
- .Courage and compasslon reverence and lntegrlty, respect for dlfferences
" of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change And they are .

_instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families,.and schools,

. and rellglous congregations. - These institutions — the unseen pillars of

L |V|llzat|on — must remain. strong ln Amerlca and we wnll defend them

We must stand w1th our fam|l|es to help them raise heaIthy, 4

Ll ;f'_"”responsmle children. ‘And when it comes to_ helplng ch|ldren make r|ght

| chOIces there is work for all of us to do

One of the worst dec1s1ons our chlldren can make is to gamble thelr o

R 'Ilyes and futures on drugs. Our government is helplng parents confront this | |
problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement.’ Drug
- usein h|gh school has declined by 11 percent over the pasttwo years.” = -

Four hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than |n

| _the year 2001. In my budget, | have proposed new funding to continue our =
“aggressive, communlty -based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs o

~Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective part of this effort.

" So tonight | propose an ‘additional 23 million: dollars for schools that wantto "
-~ usedrug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. The aim here is notto  *
. -punish children, buit to send them thls message We love you and we

| 'don t want to lose vou

To help chlldren make right ch0|ces they need good examples
Athletlcs play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately,
-~ some in ‘professional sports are not setting much of an example The use”
- of performance enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football and- -
- -other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message — that there are,_ji" .

:I f"-",f-_shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more |mportant than |
- character. So tonight | call on team owners, union representatlves '

- coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right slqnal to. qet touqh T

o -‘and to get r|d of sterO|ds now.

To encourage r|ght chonces we must be WIlI|ng to confront the

o dangers young people face - even when they are difficult to talk about.
" Each year, ‘about three m|lllon teenagers contract sexually. transmltted -
. diseases that can harm them, or Kkill them, or prevent them: from ever B

o f,...:becomlng parents ln my budget I propose a grassroots campa|gn to help



inform families about these medical risks. We will double federal funding
for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence
for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexually transmitted
diseases. Decisions children make now can affect their health and
character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools,
government — must work together to counter the negative influence of the
culture, and to send the right messages to our children.

A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. |
believe we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one
of the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress
has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage
Act, signed in 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage

“under federallaw as the union of a man and a woman, and declares that
one state may not re-define marriage for other states. Activist judges,
however, have begun re-defining marriage by court order, without regard
for the will of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of
such great consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. If judges insist
“on forcing theirarbitrary witt upornthe-peopte;theonly alternative left to the
people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the
sanctity of marriage.

The outcome of this debate is important — and so is the way we
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches
that each individual has dignity and value in God’s sight.

It is also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the
compassion of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every
creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentoring
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government
has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just
because they have a cross or Star of David or crescent on the wall. By
Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to
competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codify
this into law, so people of faith can know that the law will never discriminate
against them again.

In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to the children
of prisoners ... and provide treatment for the addicted ... and help for the
homeless. Tonight | ask you to consider another group of Americans in
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- need of heIp Thrs 'year, some 600 000 |nmates WI|| be reIeased from ;:;:4

| y. ~prison back into society. We know from Iong experlence that if they cant
~find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more

crimes and return to prison. So ton|ght | propose a four-year, 300 m|II|on :
- dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement
‘, services ... to provide transitional housing ... and to help newly reIeased

prisoners get mentoring, including from faith- based groups. Americais the

land of the second chance — and when the gates of the prlson open the
- path ahead should lead to a better life. L IR

” ‘For aII Americans, the last three years have brought tests we d|d not
_’Vask for and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown
-~ what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we found the gracetogoon.’In
" challenge, we re-discovered the courage and daring of a free people In _
victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And |
, havrng come this far, we sense that we I|ve in.a time set apart :

. I have been a wrtness to the character of the Amerlcan people who
B have shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and
" toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great .
enterprise. And even some of the youngest understand that we are living.
~in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island sent me a B
letter. It began “Dear George W. Bush " “If there is anything you know, |
“ Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to heIp anyone, please send me a letter and
" tell me what | can do to save our country.” She.added this P.S.: “If you" "
‘can send a letter to the troops p|ease put ‘Ashley Pearson beIreves in

o you-.-

Ton|ght Ashley, your message to our troops has Just been conveyed
,jAnd yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to -
' 'your mom and dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends
see a man or woman in uniform, say “thank you' ~ And while you do your-
“part, all of us here in this great chamber will do our best to keep you and-
the rest of Amerrca safe and free R :

My felIow C|t|zens we now move fonNard with confldence and fa|th

_ »Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because |t .
~is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our worldis = -

unmlstakable and it rs not carried fonNard by our power alone We can
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trust in that greater power Who gmdes the unfoldlng of the years And in aIl

- thatis to come we can know that His purposes are jUSt and true

May God bless the Unlted States of Amerlca Thank you

Drafted by  Mike Gerson, John McConneII and Matthew Scully, Off/ce of Speechwr/tmg ‘
Co Office: 202/456-0168, -202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289 S
- Cell: [ | e ]
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