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THE WHITE HOUSE o
: WASHINGTON

REMARKS ON THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAY]ER

Thursday, May 1, 2003
o 7:35am. —-805am

East Room
' Karl Rove
| PURPOSE
o ‘To host a receptlon w1th Amencan rehgrous leaders and de11ver remarks celebratmg the o
. -Natronal Day of Prayer - ' :
“ v'BACKGROUND

_ __Thrs is the 52nd Anmversary of the Nat10na1 Day of Prayer The Natlonal Day of Prayer - |
tradition dates back over 225 years to when the Continental Congress proclaimed a day of

public thanksglvmg In'1952, President Truman marked the first official National Day of

: “Prayer. 'In 1988, President Reagan signed leglslatron making the National Day of Prayer the
first Thursday in May. This. year’s.theme is “nghteousness Exalts A Nation,” and the scripture
wverse adopted for the 2003 observance 1S “Rrghteousness exalts anation butsinis a dlsgrace to

- any people” (Proverbs 14: 34)

" On the 2002 Nat10na1 Day of Prayer ‘more than two m11110n people attended 30 000 -
o observances across the country orgamzed by 40, 000 volunteers

The Natlonal Day of Prayer Task Force is encouraglng all Amencans to rec1te Proverbs 14: 34

~ o Lat12 pam. wherever they are on May 1 2003

1.

. Note: You hosted prevrous Natlonal »Day of Prayer-events in.the East Room in 2001 and 2002..
_‘.PARTICIPANTS

- Shrrley Dobson Cha1r of the National Day of Prayer Task Force
" Brigadier General David Hicks, Chaplain of the Army

Luis Palau [pah-LAHW or like allow], President, Luis Palau Evangehstlc Assocratlon
(wrote this year’s “Prayer for the Nation”) S .

“Father Joe Wallroth, Wing Chaplain, Andrews Air Force: Base .

The Washington National Cathedral Choir of Men and Girls.

Julie Keim, -Washington National Cathedral Soloist"

Kurt Warner Quarterback St. Louis Rams and Founder of Frrst Thrngs Frrst Foundatron i

i v Brenda Warner Wife of Kurt Warner =

’*165 invited guests 1nclud1ng 15 nnhtary chaplams who are tendlng to our service men b
and women and their famrhes ’




A;V;Natronal Day of Prayer e
- May 1, 2003
Draft #5 ’

Thank you and weloome to the Whlte House 1 thanﬂ( Laura for the S

mtroductlon ‘We are both so pleased to have you wrth us.

o I aIso thank eaoh one of you for partrorpatrng in this N]atlonal Day of

Prayer Today we reoognlze the many ways our country has been blessed, |

- and we acknowledge the source of those blessings. Millions of Americans - :

S seek gurdanoe every day in prayer to Almighty God. ‘| am one of them. - I o
- _also know that many Amerroans remember me rn therr prayers and l am
i grateful to them aII : S

Acknowledgments L

- e Brigadier General Davrd Hrcks Chaplaln of the Army (wrll mtroduoe the SRR
.~ President)

~ e Mrs. Shirley Dobsonv Chairwoman of the Natronal Day of Prayer Task
" 'Force, and her husband, Dr. Jim Dobson

" e Dr. Luis Palau, President, Luis Palau Evangehstchssocratron wrote thrs»’.._‘

N year s official “Prayer for the' Nation”

'« Father Joe Wallroth, Wing Chaplarn Andrews Arr Foroe Base (wrll be
- 'speaking after the President)

‘o The Washmgton National Cathedral ChOII' of Men and Grrls

e Julie Keim, Washmgton National Cathedral Solorst

o - Military Chaplains, who are tending to the sprrrtual needs of our

' fservrcemen women and thelrfamllres S

| : So many great events inour Natron s hlstory were shaped by men’ o

| "'"a‘nd ‘women who found strength and direction.in prayer. The first President

1o live in this-house composed a prayer on his second evening here for all

V_J:'.’,_fwho would follow him in office. Our 16"1 President, Abraham Lincoln, knew
- that his burdens were too great for any man, so he carried them to God in-

| ‘prayer. And over the radro on D-Day in 1944, Franklin Roosevelt prayed
- for God S blessmg on our mission to set free a sufferrng humanrty

The past month has been another trme of testlng for Amerrca and

“another time of intense prayer. Americans have been prayrng for the safety o

| of ourtroops and for the protectron ofrnnocentlraql crtlzens Amerloans




SR BACKGROUND ON,THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
‘ et R CHOIROFMENANDGIRLS | -

: The Washmgton Nat10na1 Cathedral Ch01r of Men and Glrls was 1nst1tuted in the fall of
" 1997. The 22 to 24 choristers attend the Cathedral School on. scholarshlp and are drawn from :
the seventh through twelfth grades LR : , : o

o Along with the Ch01r of Men and Boys the Men and Glrls sing for Washmgton Nat10nal
©Cathedral services, radio and television broadcasts, and concerts. Each year, the choir
_participates in‘special services of National and ecumenical importance; such as the = -
Celebration of Full Communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Presidential
- Inaugural Prayer Service, and the National Prayer Service on September 14, 2001. -

The Girl Choristers have appeared on CBS T his Mo‘rmng: ‘Under the direction of J ames Litton, the |
Choir of Men and Girls performed for the prestlglous 2002 Natlonal COI‘IVCI‘ltIOIl of the Arnencan .
5 Gulld of Organlsts n Phlladelphla . : : : :

BACKGROUND ON DR. LUIS PALAU

Now in his fourth decade of mass evangelism, Dr. Palau has spoken in English and Spanish - L
- to hundreds of millions of people in 104 nations through radio and television broadcasts, and. = . .-
face-to-face to 15 million people in 69 nations. In the evangelist’s hometown in Argentina,
. Palau drew crowds of 80,000 and 120,000 for Festival Cordoba in 2001. In September of -
- 2001, New York pubhsher Doubleday released his newest book It’s a'God Thing. Dr. Palau
- hastwo other books publlshed by Doubleday Where Is God When Bad T hzngs Happen’ and. -
. GodIs Relevant.

" ,D_r. Palau is presrdent of the Luis Palau Evangeiistic Asse_ciation.v k

BACKGROUND ON F ATHER JOSEPH WALLROTH

Chaplain, Colonel J oseph R. Wallroth is the Wing Chaplam 89th Air Base ng, Andrews AF B
Maryland, Chaplain Wallroth was commissioned a chaplain with the rank of Captain in 1981 and
* - has served as a Catholic Chaplain, Installation Staff Chaplain, Senior Catholic Chaplain, Senior
" Cadet'Chaplain at the United States Air Force Academy, and Wing Chaplam Prior to joining
" the Air Force, Chaplaln Wallroth served as Pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Tenaﬂy,
. - New Jersey, and St. John the Evangelist Parish, Leonia, New Jersey. He has served inhis
‘ ~chaplain role at Air Force bases in New Jersey, California, Arkansas Delaware, Georgla .
w+ .. Alabama, and Germany. SRR D _ v ;







: . o Sl USA FREEDOM CORPS SERVICE RECOGNITION
EEEEE - S San Dlego, Callforma k

| _::._l-'.' Name o Bobby Russell Prlce =

2 ,Activ‘ity: o g You will meet Bobby and pose for photos w1th him near A1r Force One '
: BRI uponamval : : '
| 3. Background: ‘Bom and ra1sed in Flonda Bobby graduated from Robert Wood J ohnson .

' ‘High School in Gainesville, ‘Georgia, before enlisting in the U.S. Navy in

- December 1976. In February 2001, he retired as a Lieutenant after serving
247 years of serv1ce His ﬁnal sea tour ‘was aboard the USS Constellatzon
in 1998. - : ‘

Slnce his retirement Bobby has worked for Science Applications
International Corporation as a defense contractor, supporting the Space
_and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San D1ego Cal1fom1a

4 Age: 44 years old

_ 5 Service'_Record: Bobby is an act1ve volunteer with the Veterans of Forelvn Wars spec1ﬁcally :
N G R - working with their Military Ass1stance Program He estimates that he volunteers -
.‘ LT B approximately 500 hours each year, helplng to assist veterans and their families. -
- He is currently serving as California’s 1* District Senior V1ce Commander for
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and also serves as a commissioner of the Clty
of Chula Vlsta Veterans Adv1sory Comm1ttee :

" As part of his volunteer serv1ce Bobby has worked to educate and enhst the ‘
~_support of 36 Veterans of Foreign Wars posts for the Adopt-A-Unit program-
-~ “and Operation Uplink. Bobby’s own post, #2111, adopted the USS John C. .
" Stennis, and presented the aircraft carrier’s executive officer witha -
" certificate and World Trade Center flag as part ofa candlelight vigilon
~ September 11, 2002, _]USt aﬁer the. sh1p retumed from Operatlon Endunng
» Freedom : .

-Bobby’s volunteer service has focused pnmanly on helpmg to prov1de :
- support for veterans and military families. He has helped to organize. -
- workshops for veterans about how to access beneﬁts and develop living
- trusts, organized social dinners for military families, and he regularly
visits VA hosp1tals to brmg support and cheer to veterans and their -
'farmhes S R

6.~ Other: | o Bobby 1s mamed to Cynth1a Pr1ce They have ﬁve ch1ldren

- ‘ T Partlcipation:: : .""Bobby w1ll not Jom you for the message event.
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THE WHITE HOUSE :
K WASHINGTON - o

VISIT TO THE. .USS.ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN-72)W N

Thursday, May 1 2003 to Frrday, May 2,2003

- 12:00 p.m., Thursday — 7:35 a.m., Friday PDT
NAS North Island, USS Abraham Lincoln

’ - Joseph W. Hagln ' T

- PURPOSE
" To welcome home and congratulate the crew of the ‘LGaol'n Battle Group uponits
“successful return from a lengthy deployment in support of Operatlons Southern Watch
. Endurrng Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom. :

" BACKGROUND
- USS Abraham szncoln‘ set the record for the iongest naval deployment by a nuclear-
‘powered aircraft carrier in. history, deploying for 290 consecutive days, and steaming over
100,000 miles. For a Carrier Battle Group, this is the longest deployment in the last 30

years. The Lincoln Battle Group was involved in combat in support of three major

" operations: Operatlon Southern Watch Operatlon Endurmg Freedom ‘and Operatlon Iraqr .
' Freedom : ‘ . R , ,

o USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) and embarked Camer A1r W1ng Fourteen successfully
- launched and recovered aircraft 12, 700 times, mishap free, ‘during this deployment
~Combat sorties included 597 sorties in support of Operatlon Enduring Freedom in

- . Afghanistan, 975 sorties in support of Operatlon Southem Watch n Iraq, and 1 558 sortles: ,

as part of Operatlon Iraqi Freedom - fo : : : =

, Stnke aircraft operating from the three Arablan Gulf cartiers (Abraham LGcoln '
- Constellation, and Kitty Hawk) dropped over three million pounds of ordnance from March o
- 19 through April 10, 2003, as part of Operatlon Iraqgi Freedom: The Lincoln’s Air ng
. Fourteen dropped nearly 40 percent of this total, or nearly. 1.2: mllhon pounds These air
o operations helped protect: our troops on the ground, and win the war by destroyrng enemy
. air defense units; tanks and armored vehicles; artillery pieces; command, control, and
comrnunlcatlons sites; Baath Party/Brigade Headquarters’ bu11d1ngs m111tary structures;

leadership targets; fuel and ammunition stores; missiles — mcludmg Al Samoud and

Gy _’}ASTROS II units; and other m111tary vehlcles

L ]The Crulser-Destroyer Group staff aboard LGcoln also functloned as Tomahawk Launch.
FRs '-‘Area Coordinator (LAC) for the Fifth Fleet, coordinating the launching of 755 Tomahawk
. cruise missiles from 32 destroyers cruisers, and submarines operatmg in the Arabian Gulf '
~and Red Sea :




e bUpon entenng the sh1p, you will proceed to the Captam s Inport Cabin. P
o After changing into casual clothes, you will be escorted to Ready Room One for a bneﬁng on

the Airwing’s recently completed combat operations.

e - You will then proceed to the tower. for a hght lunch and observe the launch of the A1rw1ng

‘F-18’s with RADM Kelly.

~e - After lunch, you will proceed to the nav1gat10nal bndge to meet Capta1n Card and the bndge -

‘teamn that drives the sh1p

e e From the bndge you will proceed to Air Operat1ons where you will observe ﬂ1ght operatlons

.~ e You will then proceed to the flight deck to observe flight operations.

* After viewing flight operations, you w1ll retum to the Inport Cabrn for prrvate t1me/speech prep.‘ ."

_® You will address the Nation at 6 pm. - o
e Followmg the-address, you will enter the sh1p and Jorn a group of enl1sted crew for d1nner

o 2 ‘The rest of your evenmg is free e

o Frrday, Mav 2

At 6:30 a.m., you will have breakfast w1th RADM Kelly and the ship’s senior staff 2

- -" At 7:30 am. you will proceed to the flight deck for farewells with VADM Malone and RADM |

v

©UVIL.

Kelly, and depart via hehcopter for NAS North Island

: 'REMARKS
i.None'-‘
'ATTACHMENTS

' Bios of Naval Officers

£ -Background on USS Lincoin | _




R(.dl‘ Admiral Kcll), a suond—%mmlmn Nd\’dl Ac.adcm) ﬂmduau
- earned a Bachelor of Stience Dwm in Ocean Enomccrmo from"

REAR ADMIRAL JOHN M KELLY USN

Commander Crunser—Destroyer Group THREE /
Commander ABRAHAM LINCOLN Battle Group

- Annapolis in 1973, Upon-commissioning. he joined USS JOSEPH B

- serving as-Main Propulsion Assistant and Navigator. He then -
»’_Dwruc n WLdeHS S\/tcms Tochnolo“y
ln Julv k979 RADM Relly J()m(_d lhe Lommlssmnmo crew. ot USS

‘Mediterranean in 1981 and conducting operations in support of the -
- Lebanese Missile Crists and Gulf of Sidra Freedom of Navigation .

‘the Chlefof Naval Opuauons n Suplemhu 1984 as the Surface - ‘
‘Navy's Gunnery Officer; with subsequent responsibilities for Harpoon and- lomahawk missie systems. In.

STRAUSS (DDG 16) on deployment in the Western Pacific.

attended the Naval Postgraduate School where hn earned a Masters

THORN (DD 988) as Combat Systems Officer. dnploymo to the

Oporatlonb He returned to the Western Pacific in January 1082,
Serving as Weapons Officer in USS'LEAHY (CG 16), participating
in thrue carrier battle oroup opuauons off the Kamchatka Pcmn@ula

Followm0 ,hlb third sea tour,. R—\DM Kelly 1eportcd to Lhe Otﬁce of

January 1986, RADM Kelly reported as Executive Officerin USSYORKTOWN (CG 48). -During this

tour. YORKTOWN operated in the Black Sea, the Mediterrancan and extensively in thc Gult of Sldra i |

earnm0 thc coveted SIXTHFLT FOPHA\JD and Battle Efficiency Awards

| Followm0 a tour.on the emff of Commandu Surface Wan‘cnc Dcvdopmcnt Group as Director tor Td(.thdl

Development, RADM Kelly reported to the Current Operations Directorate, Joint Chiefs of Staff (J3) as -

- the conventional Tomahawk Officer and as Action Officer, European and Central Command branch from
~ January 1989 to January 1991. During this period, he par thlpatcd in the planning and execution of the.
- Panama and Desert Shield Opcmuons while concurrently serving as-briefer for the Chalrman o( the Ioml ’

Chlefs of Staff and the Secnetary of Dcfemg durmo thcqe opuanong

lLL.OI‘d

~ RADM Kelly ncxtJomed the smti of [hu Dueuor Surdce W‘Lrnlrc Dmslon (N86 as Deputv Dlreuor

* Theater Ballistic Missile Defense (N865).  RADM Kelly then assumed command of USS GETTYSBURG' |

- (CG.64) IN mAY 1996, and immediately deployed with ‘the ENTERPRISE Battle Group to the

Mediterranean and Persian Gulf. including extensive Persian Gulf Operation SOUTHERN.WATCH

*operations. RADM Kelly then served as Chief of Staff, Commander, Second Fleet and Commander,

- Striking Fleet Atlantic until September 1999, including conducting SnoncT Resolve 98 the largest NATO
- .yexcruse smce thc end of the Cold War, while preparing. thL ba[tleoroupx 101 forwald dcployment '

l »

RADM Kch thcn assumod dutnc:s as N765 (DII'C(.[OF Theater Air War tare) and subsc.qucnt]y Deputy
Dlreutm Suriace Walldre (N768 rcsponslhk tor all Surhm Warlare Proorams :

RADM Kd]y a%sumcd command of Cxuxsu Desnoyu Group THREE in July 7001

 In October 1991, RADM Kelly reported as the commissioning Commanding Officer of USS JOHN PAUL
- JONES (DDG 53). After supervising construction, he prepared JOHN PAUL JONES for her initial - :
vduploymc nt Whll(‘.‘ concunently <.0nductm0 shook trallb the Arlewh Burkc class thc, most bULCCSSfUl on



Commander iCarrter Azr ng FOURT EEN
Captam Kevin C. Albrzght
Umted States Navy

» C:aptain K.C. Albr’ight is a native of Timonium; Maryland anda

1979 graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He -
'recerved his wings from VT-22 in Krngsvrlle Texas in May of 1981
Followrng A-TE Fleet Replacement Training in VA-174, Captain . -
_Albright reported to VA-12 and completed three Mediterranean
deployments aboard USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69)

In Aprrl 1985 he reported to VA 174 NAS Cecrl Freld Florrda for duty . : y
- as an A-7E Instructor Pilot and Landrng Signal Officer. Following this = -
tour Captain Albright was assrgned to Carrier Air Wing THIRTEEN and -

‘partrcrpated in the ﬁnal deployment of USS CORAL SEA (CV 43)

s i Captarn Albright's next assrgnment was VFA l37 where he completed a Department Head tour S
- with the KESTRELS. While assigned to VFA-137 he deployed. with Carrier Air Wing SIX aboard '
o ‘USS FORRESTAL (CV-59)-and participated in Operation PROVIDE COMFORT in Northern ,

" Irag. In October 1992 he reported to the Naval War College in Newport Rhode lsland and rece1ved‘ R (A

a Master of Arts i in Natlonal Securrty and Strategrc Studles

L Followrng a‘'yearin Newport Captaln Albrrght reported toal ornt Duty Ass1gnment in Colorado ‘i U
« - Springs, Colorado at US SPACE COMMAND. In March of 1996 Captain Albright reported as the e

A Executlve Ofﬁcer of VFA 81 and assumed command of the SUNLINERS in November 1996

o Captarn Albrlght completed his command tour in’ 1998 and reported to the OPNAV staff as the
- Joint Strike Fighter Requirements Officer. He was subsequently selected for major command and .

- reponed to CVW-14 in April of 2001 as the Deputy Air Wrng Comrnander and assumed command SRR

- ‘of the Air Wrng in December 2001

Captaln Albrlght has accumulated 3500 ﬂlght hours-and lOOO cartier landrngs His personal .
- decorations 1nclude the Defernse Meritorious Service Medal, Merrtonous Servrce Medal Strrke o

' ‘ thht Medal Navy Commendatlon and Achlevement Medals

-He 1S marrled to the former Suzanne Mrller of Gastonra North Carohna and has a son Drew and

o -‘daughter Jordan The Albrlghts resrde in Lemoore Calrfornla

13




.*Sguadror ,
~ Electronic Attack Squadron 139 “Cougars

VFA-113

_ Flghter—Attack Squad ron 115 “Eagles”
~ VFA- 115 Lo

- VFlghter-Attack Squad ron 25 “Flst of the Fleet” :
s VFA 25 '_:' ' :

- Fleet Loglstlc Support Squadron THIRTY “Password” o
~ VRC- 30 ' ~ :

Sea Control Squadron 35 “Blue Wolves”v

':vsss

HellcOpter Squa(lron 4 “Black Knlghts”
HS-4

E

Squadron call letter key

V= leed wmg alrcraft F" Flghter A= Attack Q Electromc Warfare C Cargo S Ant1 submarme H Rotary wmg alrcraft

CARRIER AIR WING FOURTEEN

“Fortune Favors The Brave

’Prima'rvaission .
Electronic Warfare

VAQ-139

Carrler Alrborne Early Warnlng Squadron 113 “Black Eagles ’ Electroni_c Radar Support ~
"»VAW113 R e o S SR

.Flghter Squadron 31 “Tomcatters Fighter _

VF 31 ' S o

Flghter-Attack Squa(lron 113 “Stlngers” o Figl)ter / Attacl( -

e
‘F‘,ighter 1 Attack :
CarrlerDehvery
An_ti-su:l)'l Réruélér. .

.v Ant_i-s'ubl / Search & Resctie

: ..EA_-6B Prowler
EfZ?ﬁW'“‘*- |
’ ,‘ F-14 Tomcat
| F/A~18 Hornet
F/A-18E T
Super _Horn'et: o
; :'fF/A‘-ls Hornet
_, 538 Vlkin‘g:' .

SH-60 Seahawk

Home Base | : :
. Whidbey Island, Wash.

Point Mugu, Calif.

Oceana, Va:

'L:'t‘frnoore,. 'Ca,lif.;_ o

' Lemoore,-v'}_Cali'l'.;i

North and, Call.
| Rorth .Is'land, Calif.

 North Island, Calif. -
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CvIL

: THE WHITE HOU!SE
' WASHINGTON )

t ADDRESS TO _CR_EW'~ o
" Thursday, May 1,2003
+6:00p.m. = 6:30 p.m. PDT

USS Abraham Lincoln - -
.- Dan Bartlett / Joe Hagin

 PURPOSE = -
1 To dehver remarks to the Natlon on Iraq
‘ BACKGROUND

- ThlS address w111 prov1de you an opportumty to explam to the pubhc that the m111tary battle +

in Iraq has ofﬁclally ended.

' PARTICIPANTS

Andrew Card, Ch1ef of Staff ..

-Condoleezza Rice, National Security Adv1sor o i
* Mike Gerson, Director of Speechwriting - -

Ar Fleischer, Press Secretary -

o Scott Sforza Deputy Dlrector of Commumcatlons for Productlon
'-PRESS PLAN

S "Network Pool

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

. 3 You w111 be introduced off-stage and walk up to the podlum on the deck of the USS -

~Abraham Lincoln.

~ You de11ver remarks ona Tele PrompTer Sallors w111 be in the audlence
_. You conclude remarks, ‘ : L ‘

- You depart stage. .

~ You work the ropeline.

- REMARKS
" Provided by Speechwntmg :
. ATTACHMENTS |

' ‘Rer_narks :



Remarks from the uss Abraham LrncoIn R 1 3UF":”3‘3
~ May 1, 2003 Sl T T AR
. Draft#11

Sallors of the USS Abraham L|nco|n and my fellow Amencans

o ‘Maror combat operations in lrag have ended. Our coalition is now engaged

~in securing and reconstructing that country In the Battle of Iraq the Unlted

R States and our alhes have prevalled

i th|s battle we have fought for the cause of hberty, and for the

E peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this - R
. .,accomphshment —yet it is you, the members of the United States mrlrtary, _
- who achieved it. Your courage - facing danger for your country andfor
- each other — made this day possible.: Because of you, our Nation is more.
secure Because of you the tyrant has faIIen and lrag is fre o '

Operatlon Iraql Freedom was carrled out wrth a combrnatlon of -

| _‘preCIs10n 'speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world

had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes

- and mrssrles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker e
- Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile
- ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history.:
- You have shown the worId the skrll and mrght of the Amencan Armed
"Forces N . R R IR :

~This Natron thanks all the members of our coalrtlon who joined in a B
noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, -

o Australla and Poland, who shared in the hardshrps of war. We thank all
- the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of
~ their own country. And tonight, I have a special word for Secretary .- |
- Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear
o the unrform of the United States Amenca is qrateful for a job well done.

The character of our mlhtary through hlstory - the daring of

-~ Normandy, the fierce courage of Iwo Jima, the decency and rdeahsm that
~turned enemies into allies — is fully present in this generation. Wheniraqi -
~  civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw
-+ -strength, and kindness, and good will. When | look at the members of the
N . United States mlhtary,.l see the best of our country, and | am honored to be
' jyour Commander in Chref : : T




) 'Jalhes beheved they could destroy thrs Natlon s resolve and force our

: ";_]retreat from the world They have falled

, ln the Iattle of Afghanlstan we destroyed the Tahban the terronsts
| and the camps where terrorists trained. We continue to help the Afghan
“people lay roads, restore hosp|tals ‘and educate all of their children. Yet |

~ ~we also have dangerous work to complete. And as | speak, a speclal

operatrons task force, led by the 82" Airborne, is on the trail of terronsts "
_and those who seek to undermrne the free government of Afghan|stan ‘

. From Pak|stan to the Phlllppmes to the Horn of Afr|ca we are huntmg'
- "down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, | pledged that the terrorists . -

- would not escape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight, -

j}.nearI\Lone -half of al- Qalda s senior operat|ves have been captured or - o
kllled ‘ , c o P

The I|beratlon of lraq is a cruc|aI advance in the campa|gn agamst

f:terror We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of

e no more.

e forgotten the victims of September 1

~terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain o
“weapons of mass: destruct|on from the Iraqr reg|me because that requme |s

RS In these 19 months that changed the world,; our actions have been o T
- focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense.. We have not -

1" — the last phone calls, the cold -

~_murder of children, the searches in the rubble. ‘With those attacks, the
- terrorists and thelr supporters declared war on the Unxted States ‘And war
B _|s what thev got. . - 2 , . T

0 Our war aga|nst terror is proceedmg accordrng to pr|nC|ples that l .
N ”have made clear to all: DI TRL | L

_ Any person |nvoIved in commlttlng or pIannlng terrorlst attacks
agamst the American people becomes an enemy of this country anda.

o ,?_target of Amencan Just|ce

- q’,gurlty of terror|st crimes.

| Any person organlzatxon or government that supports protects or o
‘harbors terrorists is. compl|c|t in the murder of the mnocent and equally




and Iragi theatres of war — after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier
deployment in recent history — you are homeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your
Nation will welcome you.

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's
father said, “He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier.” Every name, every life, is a loss to
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God'’s time, their reunion
will come. '

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you — all in this
generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm.
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the
captives, ‘Come out,’ ... and to those in darkness, ‘Be free.”

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all,
and may God bless America.

Drafted by: Mlke Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully Office of Speechwntmg
Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
Cell: | (b)(6)
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- Brigadier General David Hicks, Chaplain of the Army ’ y
. Luis Palau [pah-LAHW or like allow], President, Luis Palau Evangellstlc Assoc1atlon e
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 THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON"' '

REMARKS ON THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

‘, Thursday, May 1,2003
- 7:35am. - 8:05 am.

- East Room
- Karl Rove ‘
PURPOSE
| To host a recept1on with American rel1glous leaders and dellver remarks celebratlng the
Natlonal Day of Prayer ) : : R _
| BACKGROUND' |

_ Thrs is the 52 'Anniversary'o'f the Nati‘Onal D‘ay of P_rayer. : The National Day of Prayer |
- tradition dates back over 225 years to when the Continental Congress proclaimed a day of

public thanksglvmg In 1952 President Truman marked the first official National Day of
Prayer. In 1988, President Reagan signed legislation makmg the National Day of Prayer the

- first Thursday in May. This year’s theme is “Righteousness Exalts A Nation,” and the scripture
- verse adopted for the 2003 observance 18 “nghteousness exalts a natlon but sin is a d1sgrace to-
- any people” (Proverbs 14: 34)

On the 2002 Nat1onal Day of Prayer more than two mllhon people attended 30 OOO
- observances : across the country organlzed by 40, OOO Volunteers -

e ‘The National Day of Prayer Task F orce is encouraging all Amerlcans to re01te Proverbs 14 34
- at 12 p m. wherever they are on May 1, 2003 :

Note You hosted prev1ous Natlonal Day of. Prayer events n the East Room m 2001 and 2002

: PARTICIPANTS

Shlrley Dobson Chalr of the Natlonal Day of Prayer Task F orce

‘ (wrote this year’s “Prayer for the Nation™)
Father Joe Wallroth, Wing Chaplain, Andrews Air F orce Base
The Washington National Cathedral Choir of Men and G1rls

B Julie Keim, Washington National Cathedral Soloist ’ :
Kurt Warner, Quarterback, St. Louis Rams, and Founder of First Th1ngs First F oundatlon
: Brenda Warner W1fe of Kurt Warner : S '

-

165 1nv1ted guests 1nclud1ng 15 mllltary chaplarns who are tend1ng to our serv1ce men
~and women and the1r fam1lles o -




IV
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~ Provided by Speechwriting. .

- PRESSPLAN .~

Open_ ‘

SEQUENCE oF EVENr's‘ |

* Prior to your arrival :
e Guests attend a reception on the State Floor ’
. . Washington National Cathedral Chorr of Men and Girls performs “My Shepherd W111

Supply” and “Father in Thy Gracrous dunng the pre program.

, :Progra

e You arrive at the Blue Room to greet pro gram speakers and Kurt and Brenda Warner..
"Note: - You hold while: program speakers and the Warners are escorted 1into the East Room.
. You are announced into East Roorn and seated i in the front row. S
o Note: Washington National Cathedral Chorr of Men and Girls will be pre- posrtroned
' on choral risers.” ’ ;

d_ . Washington National Cathedral soloist Julie Keim perforrns “Swing Low

e Washington National Cathedral Chorr of Men and G1rls perforrns “All Thlngs Bnght
and Beautiful.” : , ,
Shirley Dobson dehvers remarks ,
Dr. Luis Palau reads the 2003 Official Nat1onal Day of Prayer “Prayer for the Nation.”
‘Brigadier General David H1cks reads Psalm 33 and 1ntroduces you.
“You deliver remarks. ' S
‘ Washmgton National Cathedral Cho1r of Men and Grrls perforrns “The Lord Bless
You and Keep You.” . o
Father Joe Wallroth delivers closmg prayer.

. Washington National Cathedral Choir of Men and Glrls perforrns ‘America the Beaut1ful - }
* . Event concludes and you depart. : : ST

REMARKS

ATTACHMENTS

. j“ Remarks: :
- Background on: - Wash1ngton Nat10na1 Cathedral Cho1r of Men and G1rls ,
‘ . Father Joseph Wallroth' , L
- Dr. Luis Palau -
Shirley Dobson -

2003 Ofﬁcral Natlonal Day of Prayer Prayer for the Natron y -



" National Day of Prayer e
- ~May1, 2003
L D_raft #5 '

Thank you and welcome to the Whrte House l thank Laura for the o

- |ntroduct|on We are both SO pleased to have you wrth us.

lalso thank eaoh one of you for partlcrpatrng in this National Day of

B Prayer Today we recognize the many ways our country has been blessed,
~~ and we acknowledge the source of those blessings. Millions of Amerroans o

seek guldance every day in prayer to Almighty God. | am one of them. |

* also know that many Amerrcans remember me in therr prayers, and I am

grateful to them all.

'Acknowledgments

e Brigadier General Dav1d HICkS Chaplarn of the Army (wrll rntroduce the

~ President) -
‘ ,_'o’ Mrs. Shirley Dobson ChalnNoman of the Natlonal Day of Prayer Task

Force, and her husband Dr. Jim Dobson

~e:.Dr. Luis Palau, President, Luis Palau Evangehstrc Assooratlon wrote thrs .
- year's official " ‘Prayer for the Nation” o :
e Father Joe Wallroth, Wing Chaplarn Andrews Alr Force Base (wrll be

speaking after the: Presldent)

e ‘The Washington National Cathedral Chorr of Men and Grrls

« Julie Keim, Washington National Cathedral Soloist |

o . Mlhtary Chaplarns who are tending to the sprrrtual needs of our. -

-fservrcemen women, and thelrfamllres ‘

-So}many great eve_nts in our_Natron S history were ‘s-haped by men

and women who found strength and direction in prayer. The first President -
“to live in this house composed a prayer on his second evening here for all- L
who would. follow him in office. Our 16" President, Abraham Lincoln, knew el
- that his burdens were too great for any man, so he carried them to God in-
- prayer. And over the radio on D- Day in 1944 Franklin Roosevelt prayed S
,for God’s blessrng on our mrssron to set free a sufferlng humanlty T

The past month has been another trme of testrng for Amerlca and -

'another time of intense prayer. Americans have been praying for the safety
| ~of our troops, and for the protection of innocent Iraqi citizens. Americans.




‘,prayed that war would not be neoessary, and'now pray that the peaoe erI
- be just, and lasting. We continue to pray for the recovery: of the wounded -
,and for the oomfort of aII who have Iost a loved one

: The sorrptures say “The Lord is near to aII who call on h|m CaIIrng :
‘,on God in prayer also brings us nearer to each other. After his son was |
rescued from northern Irag, the father of Sergeant James Riley of New
Jersey said, “We have been flooded with people’s prayers. Everyone rs
pray|ng for us and we are e grateful o :

, Dunng Operatlon Iraq| Freedom many Amenoans have reg|stered
online to adopt a service man or woman in prayer.: Others wear prayer
bracelets to remind themselves to intercede for our troops. In Fountain
‘City, Wisconsin, Lynn Cox has collected at least 80 Bibles to send to those

~serving in Irag. And in Green, Ohio, a group of parishioners at Queen of

Heaven Catholic Church has made 2,'000 rosaries for our troops. Margaret

-~ Brown, who helped start the group, said, “We want them to know that

- someone back here is holding them upin prayer and that God is sO
powerful He can supply all thelr needs .

To pray for someone eIse is an act of generoslty We set our own .‘
cares aside, and look to the good of another. Prayer teaches humility: We

~find that the plan of the Creator is sometimes very different from our own.

Yet we learn to depend on His. loving will, bowing to purposes we do not
- always understand. Prayer can lead to a grateful heart — turning our mrnds
,to all the g|fts of th|s Ilfe and to the great works of God '

R Prayer can aIso contnbute to the Ilfe of our Natlon America is a |
~strong Nation — in part, because we know the limits of human strength Al

- strength must be guided by wisdom, and justice, and humility. We pray

- that God will grant us that wisdom, and sense OfJUSthe and humlllty inour
. current challenges - and |n aII the years ahead : :

- thank you all for helplng to keep prayer a part of our natronal life.
May God bless each one of ! you and may He contlnue to bIess the Unlted
States of Amenca : e

.Drafted by Colleen Carroll Office of Speechwr/t/ng
- Offlce 202/456—0399 o
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I BACKGROUND ON THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
CHOIR OF MEN AND GIRLS

* The Washmgton National Cathe'dral Choir.of Men and Girls was instituted in the fall of -
- 1997. The 22 to 24 choristers attend the Cathedral School on scholarshrp and are drawn from
~the seventh through twelfth grades ,

Along with the Choir of Men and Boys, the Men and Girls s1ng for Washlngton Nat1onal
- Cathedral services, radio and television broadcasts, and concerts. Each year, the choir’
- participates in special services of National and ecumenical importance, such as the
" Celebration of Full Communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Presidential
- Inaugural Prayer Service, and the Natlonal Prayer Servrce on September 14, 2001

The Grrl Chorrsters have appeared on CBS This Mornzng Under the direction of James L1tton the
- Choir of Men and Girls performed for the prestrglous 2002 Natronal Convent1on of the American
: ‘v ‘Guild of Organrsts in Phrladelphra .

BACKGROUND ON DR. LUIS PALAU

Now 1n his fourth decade of mass evangehsrn Dr. Palau has spoken in English and Spanrsh

to hundreds of millions of people in 104 nations through' radio and television broadcasts, and -

face-to-face to 15 million people in 69 nations. In the evangelist’s hometown in Argentina, -

‘Palau drew crowds of 80,000 and 120,000 for Festival Cordoba in 2001. In September of

2001, New York publisher Doubleday released his newest book It’s a God Thing. Dr. Palau |

has two other books published by Doubleday Where Is God When Bad Things Happen?, and
© God Is Relevant ' : . o - .

Dr. Palau is president of the Luis Palau EVangelistioAssoeiati'on. B

BACKGROUND ON FATHER J OSEPH WALLROTH

¥ Chaplarn Colonel J oseph R. Wallroth is the Wrng Chaplarn 89th Air Base Wrng, Andrews AFB ,

- Maryland. Chaplain Wallroth was commissioned a chaplain with the rank of Captain in 1981 and"
‘hasserved as a Catholic Chapla1n Installation Staff Chaplain, Senior Catholic Chaplarn Senior f )
-Cadet Chaplarn at the United States Air Force Academy and Wing Chaplain. Prior to joining
_the"Adr Force, Chaplain Wallroth: served as Pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Tenafly,.

- New]J ersey, and St. John the Evangelist Parish, Leonia, New ] ersey. He has served in his
"chaplarn role at Air Force bases in NewJ ersey, Cahfornra Arkansas, Delaware Georgia, :

" Alabama and Gerrnany



' BACKGROUND ON SHIRLEY DOBSON,

Mrs Shrrley Dobson 1S natlonally recognrzed for her leadershlp skrlls and contnbutrons to -

women’s affairs, Christian organizations, and the government. She is a member of the Board . -

of Directors for Focus on the Family, and has served as chairman of the Natjonal Day of Prayer-

'~ Task Force (NDP) since 1991. Mrs. Dobson also speaks on issues impacting families and
. culture, and is co-author of Ler’s Make a Memory, Let’s ‘Hide the Word, and Night Light.:
Her new book on prayer, Certain Peace in Uncertazn Ti zmes ‘was released in April, 2002

A graduate of Pasadena College, she has recelved honorary doctorate degrees from Asbury,
- “Theological Seminary (1989), Biola University (1995), and Huntington College (1997).
- In September, 1992, she was honored with the Christian Woman of the Year Award, and she
- was designated as Churchwoman of the Year in 1996 By Religious Heritage of America. ~
Mrs. Dobson and her husband, Dr. James C. Dobson, founder and president of Focus on the =
Family, reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and are the parents of two adult children.

 PRAYER FOR THE NATION

: “Our Father and our God We thank you for the many blessmgs You have poured out on
Amerlca and we pra1se You for Your mercy o , :

‘ “You have said: ‘Righteo’usness exalts a natron but sin is a-disgrace to any people.’
We:confess, O Lord, our natlonal and personal s1ns ‘We repent and ask forgiveness for all
actions that d1shonor You. P , R

<0 God, bless our Presrdent and other leaders Provrde them with wrsdom and move them to
' honor You. o -

S “Dehver this great nation from all our enemies as we recommrt ourselves to trust serve and
.. .obey Your commands : '

g “We’ pray in the namevof our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,

“Amen.”
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USA FREEDOM CORPS SERVICE RECOGNITION :

San Diego, Callforma

1. Name:

: 2 Activity:

3 Background:

4. Age:

.5. | Service Record: :

6‘.‘ .Other;‘v g

T Participation:

Bobby Russell Pric'ev

You will meet Bobby and pose for photos w1th h1m near A1r Force One
upon amval

: 'Born_and raiSed in Florida, Bobby graduated from Robert Wood Johnson. - -
~ High School in Gainesville, Georgia, before enlisting in the U.S. Navy in
-December 1976. In February 2001, he retired as a Lieutenant after serving
- 24" years of serv1ce Hrs ﬁnal sea tour was aboard the USS Constellatzon
in-1998. '

Slnee his retirement, Bobby has worked for Science Applications
International Corporation as a defense contractor, supporting the Space
and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San Diego, California.

44 years old

Bobby is-an active volunteer with the Veterans of Foreign Wars,*speciﬁcally
working with their Military Assistance Program. He estimates that he volunteers
approximately 500 hours each year, helping to assist veterans and their families.

- He is-currently serving as California’s 1% District Senior Vice Commander for
- the Veterans of Foreign Wars and also serves as a commissioner of the City

of Chula Vista Veterans Adv1sory Comm1ttee

. As part of his volunteer serv10e, Bobby has worked to educate and enlist the : .

support of 36 Veterans of Foreign Wars posts for the Adopt-A-Unit program -
and Operation Uplink. Bobby’s own post #2111, adopted the USS John C.
Stennis, and presented the aircraft carrier’s executive officer with a .
certificate and World Trade Center flag as part of a candlélight vigil on

| - September 11, 2002, just after the’ sh1p returned from Operat1on Endurlng ‘
'Freedom : o ,

, Bobby S Volunteer service has focused pnmarlly on helping to prov1de
. support for veterans and military families. He has helped to organize

workshops for veterans about how to access benefits and develop living
trusts, organized social dinners for military families, and he regularly -

» ~ visits VA hospltals to bnng support-and cheer to Veterans and their

fam111es

, Bobby 1S marrled to Cynth1a Pnce They have ﬁve chlldren

) Bobby w111 not Jom you for the message event
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THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON
~ VISIT TO THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72)

Thursday, Mayl 2003 to Fnday, May2 2003
12:00 p.m., Thursday — 7:35 a.m., Friday PDT

NASNorthlsland USS dbraham Lincoln

JosephW Hagrn o

' 'PURPOSE

" To welcome home and’congr'atulate the'c'rew of the Lincoln Battle Group upon its
'successful return from a lengthy deployment in support of Operatlons Southern Watch

Endunng Freedom and lraql Freedom

BACKGROUND

USS Abraham meoln set the record for the longest naval deployment by a nuclear—

powered aircraft carrier in history, deploying for290 consecutive days, and steamrng over E

100,000 miles. For a Carrier Battle Group, this is the longest deployment in the last 30

- years. The Lincoln Battle Group was involved in combat in support of three major . o
’ operatrons Operatron Southern Watch Operat1on Endunng Freedom, and Operatron Iraq1 e
: Freedom - Lo ,

 USS Abraham LGcoln (CVN 72) and embarked Camer A1r Wrng Fourteen successfully

launched and recovered aircraft 12,700 times, m1shap free, during this deployment.

~ Combat sorties included 597 sorties in support of Operat1on Endunng Freedom in SN
~ Afghanistan, 975 sorties in support of Operatlon Southern Watch in l[raq, and 1, 558 sorties .~ -
- as part of Operat1on Iraqi Freedom P 7

‘ b_ Stnke aircraft operating from the three'Arabian Gulf carriers (Abrahdhz Lincoln,
. Constellation, and Kitty Hawk). dropped over three million pounds of ordnance from March -

19 through April 10, 2003, as part of Operat1on Iraqi Freedom. The Lincoln’s Air Wing -

~ Fourteen dropped nearly 40 percent of:this total, or nearly 1.2 m1ll1on pounds. These air. -

operations helped protect our troops on the ground, and win the war by destroying enemy

- air defense units; tanks and armored vehicles; artillery pieces; command, control, and

- communications sites; Baath Party/Brlgade Headquarters buildings; military structures;

- leadership targets; fuel and ammunition stores; m1ssrles ~ 1nclud1ng Al Samoud and
ASTROS it un1ts ‘and other m1l1tary Veh1cles '

-~ The Crulser Destroyer Group staft aboard meoln also functloned as Tomahawk Launch
'~ Area Coordinator (LAC) for the Fifth Fleet, coord1nat1ng the launching of 755 Tomahawk
~ cruise missiles from 32 destroyers cruisers, and submannes operat1ng in the Arab1an Gulf o
- and Red Sea. . = - \ S : : ' ‘

. J9
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- The A1r Wlng W111 depart the LGcoln while off the coast of San Diego May 1. The sh1p w111
* then pull into Naval Air Station North Island (San Diego) May 2 to offload. the rest of the Air.
o -:Wlng equlpment LGcoln w111 return to her homeport of Everett, Washlngton May 6.

- LGcoln supported one of the largest medla embed operatlons on any sh1p in naval hlstory
" by embarking 31 media organizations that included CNN MSNBC the BBC the Los

Angeles Times, and the New York szes L : T A

PARTICIPAN TS

" Andrew Card, Chief of Staff :
-+ Condoleezza Rice, National Security Advisor ' .
" Rear Admiral John Kelly, Commander, Cruiser- Destroyer Group Three -
_ Captain Kendall L. Card, Commandmg Officer, USS Abraham LGcoln ,
~‘Captain Kevin Albright, Commander, Carrier Air Wing Fourteen.
. .. Commander Ron Horton, Executive Officer, USS Abraham LGcoln 3
o L1eutenant Commander Gregory Huffman Naval Aide to the President

l‘?RESSPLAva

Tour: - Pool Coverage -
- Remarks: * Open .

Dinner: - Closed -

S Breakfast: - Closed -

- SEQUENCE OF EVENTS U
: _Thursday May 1 |
‘e You will arrive at Naval A1r Statlon North Island and walk to a bneﬁng n the AlI' Operatrons

*  Building immediately adjacent to Air Force One.’

e Youand Secretary Card will proceed to the DV' lounge to change into your ﬂlght su1ts .

.. Pilots will meet you at the briefing room and give you flight brief and a
- familiarization with an S-3B ejection seat display.

e At the conclusion of the briefing, you will proceed to the S-3B.

o After launch, you will ﬂy to the Lincoln for a carrier arrested 1and1ng

- e After landing, the S-3B will park and shut down. You will remove your helmet

. deplane, and proceed to the ship’s arrival area at the base of the carrier’s tower. You

will proceed through 8 sideboys, rendering a salute once the boatswain mate :

~ commences blowing his whistle.” You will be met at the end of the s1deboys by Rear .
'Admiral Kelly, Captain-Card, and Captain Albright. '

e Youwill meet on deck w1th combat pilots from the F-18 squadrons that are preparlng L

~ to depart the ship to return to their home bases At the conclusron of greetmg, you will
proceed 1n51de ship. :
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'-'Upon entenng the shrp, you will proceed to the Capta1n s Inport Cabin.
After changing into casual clothes, you will be escorted to-Ready Roorn One for a bneﬁng on -
‘the Airwing’s recently completed combat operations.- ’
e You will then proceed to the tower for a hght lunch and observe the launch of the A1rw1ng
~ F-18’s with RADM Kelly. - | : : v

e - After lunch, you will proceed to the nav1gatlonal bndge to meet Capta1n Card and the bndge ,

~team that drives the ship. - : :

e From the bndge you will proceed to ‘Air Operatrons Where you will observe fhght operatrons

e You will then proceed to the flight deck to observe flight operations. . -~ »

o After: viewing flight operatrons “you will return to the Inport Cabln for pnvate tlme/speech prep.

. You will address the Nation at 6 pm. . - : »

‘¢ Following the address you will enter the ship and j joina group of enhsted crew for d1nner

* The rest of your evenlng is free -

e At6:30am., you will have breakfast w1th RADM Kelly and the ship’s senior staff :
At 7:30 a.m. you will proceed to the flight deck for farewells W1th VADM Malone and RADM ,
Kelly, and depart V1a hel1copter for NAS North Island ' .

REMARKS' -

None

ATTACHMENTS

. Bios ofNaval Ofﬁcers R
Backoround on USS LGcoln




-earned a Bachelor of Science. DU’]CL in Ocean Fnumwlmo from -

" STRAUSS (DDG 16) on deployment in the Western Pacific,
- serving as Main Propulsion Assistant and Navigator. He then
" attended the Naval Postgraduate School wherte he eamud a Mastel S
- Degree in WCdeﬂS Svtems Tpchnolo(ry .

- Mediterrdnean in 1981 and conducting operations in support of the
‘Lebanese Missile Crisis and Gulf of Sidra Freedom of Navigation -
- Operations. He returned to the Western Pacific in Jcmuary 1982,

‘Followmﬂ his third sea toux R%DM Kelly 1cported to the Otﬁue of

REAR ADMIRAL J OHN M KELLY USN

Commander Cruxser—Destroyer Group THREE / ,
Commander,} ABRAHAM LINCOLN Battle Group |

RLJI Admiral Kclly, a segond‘m.nucumn Naval —\Ladcm) Ordduau

Annapolis in 1973. Upon commissioning, he J()ll](.d USS JOSEPH

In JU]V 1979, RADM Kelly JOll]Ld the commissioning crew of USS
THORN (DD 988) as Combat Systems Officer, deloymO tothe -

serving as Weapons Officerin USS LEAHY (CG 16), participating -
n thrce carrier battle group opcmtmm oﬁ the. Kdmchdt}\a Pemmum

the Chief of Naval Operations in September 1984 as the Surface . _
Navy's Gunnery Officer, with subsequent responsibilities for Harpoon dnd 'lomdhawk missile ‘ystems In
January 1986, RADM Kelly reported as Executive Officer in USS YORKTOWN (CG 48). During this
tour, YORKTOWN opuated in the Black Sea, the Mediterranean and extensively in the Gulf of Sldm
earning thu covet«,d SIXTHPLT IOPHA\ID and Battle hfﬁcmncv Awards o

Pol}owmo a tour on the staff of Commdndu SUlfdu? Wdlfal() Dumlopmcnt Group as Director for Td(,UCdl ’
.ch}opmam RADM Kelly reported to'the Current Operations Directorate, Joint Chiefs of Staff (J3) as

. the conventional Tomahawk Officer and as Action Officer, European and Central Command branch fronr+’

January 1989 to January 1991. -During this period, he pmtmpatcd in:the planning and exccution of the
Panama and. Desert Shield Opuauom while concurrenty serving as briefer. fox the Chdlrman of thc Joint

- ChlEfb of Staff and the Secxctmy of Ddemu durmo Lhese opelatlom

'In.October 1991, RADM Kelly er01 ted as thc commlxslomno Commandmo Oihcer of USS IOHN PAUL'-

JONES (DDG 33 After supervising construction, he pleparcd JOHN PAUL JONES for her initial
deployment, whxle concunamly u)nductmo shod\ traﬂs the Arlu gh-Bur 1\(, class; the most successful on

: 1@@01d

'RADM Kclly ncxtjomed the &Lm of the Dnectm Surcu.c Wartaru Dmslon (N86 ) as Deput\/ Dnectm

Theater Ballistic Missile Defense (N863). RADM Kelly then assumed command of USS GETTY SBURG
(CG 64) IN mAY 1996, and immediately deployed with the ENTERPRISE Battle Group to the '

Mediterranean and Persian Gulf. including extensive Persian Gulf Operation SOUTHERN: WATCH

operations. RADM Kelly then served as Chief of Staff, Commander, Second Fleet and Commander,
Striking Flut Atlantic until September 1999, including conducting S[IOH(’ Resolve 98, the largest NATO

'utrusc smu: the end of the Cold War, ‘while preparing hvc battlwroups Tor torwald deploymcnt

] RADM Kelly ihgn dssumcd duties as N765 (Dlrcctor Thcatu Air Waltdre) and subst,quent]y Deputy

Director, Suliace Waltdu (N76B), msponmbk tor all Summ Walfare Proomms

RADM Kt,lly dssumcd command ot ClUlsCl Desnoyu Gloup THREE n July 7001
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- CAPTAIN,U.S.NAVY |

-Texas, graduated “from Vanderbilt University with a
* bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineeririg -in December

- reported for flight training in February 1978, and was
- designated a Naval Aviator in July 1979. ‘

._ with the “Tridents,” he completed three deployments to the
- FORRESTAL (CV 59).

~HS-1 as an instructor pilot. Following his selection to the
~U.S. Naval Test Pilot School, he reported to the Naval Air
- Test.Center,. Patuxent: River; Md. " After graduation, he
served as a project officer and test. pilot in the Sea Control Branch of Rotary ng A1rcraft Test.
- Directorate and as an instructor pilot at Test Pilot School. '

KENDALL L. CARD
Captain Kendall L. Card, a native of “Fort Stockton,
1977. .. Subsequently, he was commissioned -an Ensign,
Followmg FRS training in the SH-3H at HS-1, Captam
Card reported to HS-3 in February 1980. While serving’

Mediterranean- Sea -and’ Indian - Ocean embarked n USS'

From January to October 1983, Captain Card served in

. Captain Card served as the ASW Operations Offlcer and Safety Offrcer in Camer Air ng ONE

o from April 1987 to April 1989. He flew the SH-3H and S-3A a1rcraft and: embarked in USS AMERICA
- (CV66) fora deployment to the North Atlantic Ocean.

In July 1989, Captain Card reported to HS-9 where he served as the Adrmn1strat1ve Officer-and

- Maintenance Officer. During this tour, the “Sea Griffins,” embarked in USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT
- . (CVN 71), deployed to the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf and part1c1pated in Operatlons DESERT

- .SHIELD, DESERT STORM, and PROVIDE COMFORT.
In August 1991, Captain Card transferred to the U.S: Naval War College where he earned a master’s

degree in national security and strategic studies. Following graduation, he completed his joint education

by attending Joint Professional Mllrtary Education, Phase II at the Armed Forces: Staff College in

Norfolk, Va. - : : :
Captain Card recerved transition trarmng on the new SH- 6OF a1rcraft and reported aboard HS-15 as- -

the Executive Officer in March 1993. He assumed command of the HS-15 “Red Lions” in September -
1994, and served until September 1995. During this tour HS 15 completed a deployment to the.‘

-Mediterranean Sea embarked in USS SARATOGA (CV.60). ,
 From September 1995 to January 1997, Captain Card served as the Helrcopter Assignments Officer

and Sea Assignment Coordinator for the Aviation Branch at the Bureau of Naval Personnel. While there,

~he was selected for CVN XO. He then attended Navy Nuclear Power School, and. reported aboard as ' -
Executive Officer, USS ABRAHAM: LINCOLN (CVN 72), where he served until December 1999,
- During this tour, “ABE” completed a deployment to the Arabian Guif. - '

From February 2000 until August. 2001, Captain Card served as Commandmg Officer' of USS

.+ RAINIER (ACE 7), wh1ch deployed to"the ‘Arabian Gulf as part of USS CONSTELLATION Battle ‘ S
- Group. During this tour, RAINIER was awarded the Battle “E”, the CNO Safety Award and the Golden o

Anchor for retention excellence. -

Captam Card has accumulated more than: 3,900 flight hours. His personal decoratrons include the

Levron of Merit, three Meritorious Service Medals, two Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals,

-, 'the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and various service and campaign awards.
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Commander Carrzer Azr ng F OURT EEN
2 Captam Kevin C. Albright
Umted States_Navy

' Captam K C. Albrtght is a native of Timonium, Maryland and a-
1979 graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He -
received his wings from VT-22 in Kingsville, Texas in May of 1981.
Following A-7E Fleet Replacement Training in VA-174, Captain.
Albright reported to VA-12 and completed three Mediterranean
deployments aboard USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69).. '

In Aprll 1985 he reported to VA-174 NAS Cecil Field, Florida for duty
as an A-7E Instructor Pilot and Landing Signal Officer. Followmg this.
tour Captain Albright was assigned to Carrier Air Wing THIRTEEN and
participated in the final deployment of USS CORAL SEA (CV-43).

Captain Albright's next assignment was VFA-137 where he completed a Department Head tour
' with the KESTRELS. While assigned to VFA-137 he deployed with Carrier Air Wing SIX aboard
- USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) and participated in Operation PROVIDE COMFORT in Northern |
. Iraq. InOctober 1992 he reported to the Naval War College i in Newport Rhode Island and received - -

~ a Master of Arts in Natronal Security and Strateg1c Studies.

Followm0 a year in Newport Captam Albrrght reported to a Joint Duty Assignment in Colorado
Springs, Colorado at US SPACE COMMAND. In March of 1996 Captain Albright reported as the

‘ Y"'Executwe Officer of VFA 81 and assumed command of the SUNLINERS n November 1996

" Captam Albright completed his’ command tour in 1998 and reported to the OPNAV staff as the
. Joint Strike Fighter Requ1rements Officer. He was subsequently selected for major command and .
reported to CVW-14 in April of 2001 as the Deputy Air Wing Commander and assumed command.
of the Air Wing in December 2001. '

: Captain Albright has accum_ulated 3500Aﬂight houré and 1000 carrier landings. His personal ,
decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Strike -
N Flight Medal, Navy Commendation and Achievement Medals. ' :

“ Hei is marr1ed to the former Suzanne Mrller of Gastonra North Carolrna and has a son Drew and
dau ghter Jordan: The Albrrohts resrde in Lemoore, California. '




‘ ’V - September 1984. In March 1985, Cmdr. Horton reported to VA-128
- and received replacement training in the A-6E Intruder.
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Commander Ronald Horton, USN
Executlve Offlcer B
USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN
(CVN 72)

: Commander Ron Horton was born in West Germany and raised in
New Suffolk, NY. He graduated from Southold High School in 1978 :
and received a bachelor S degree from the U. S Naval Academy in
' 1982 ' -

v Upon graduation from the Academy, he remamed there and served A
as-a seamanship and navigation instructor. Cmdr. Horton began flight
training in October 1982 and was 'designated a naval aviator in

+ In November 1985, he reported to the "Eagles" of VA-115 aboard :
- USS'Midway (CV 41), forward deployed to Yokosuka; Japan. During -
his Far East tour, he completed two deployments 1nclud1ng a ‘
deployment to the Indian Ocean where he participated in Operation EARNEST WILL, escorting Kuwa1t1 flagoed
tankers through the Strait of Hormuz. During his tour he served. as landing signal officer (LSO), avionics and line
division officer, weapons training officer, personnel officer, and NATOPS officer.

~ In 1988, Cmdr. Horton was selected as VA-115 Pilot of the Year. In May 1989, Cmdr. Horton returned to-
- Whidbey Island, Wash., and VA- 128 as an 1nstructor ptlot and LSO Dur1ng his tour he served as the Carrier -
Qualification’ Phasehead

In 1990, he was selected as the Cornmander Med1um Attack Electromc ng, Pacrftc Instructor Prlot of the _—
Year. In October 1991, Cmdr. Horfon moved to San Diego, Calif., and reported to the staff of Commander, Carrier _
Air Wing FOURTEEN attached to USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and served as staff LSO, safety offtcer and assmtant' )
~ operations officer.

In April 1993, he was selected to transition to. the F/A 18 Hornet In February 1994 Crndr Horton completed
initial training in the Hornet at VFA-125 in Lemoore, Calif., and reported to the "Blue Diamonds" of VFA-146 for
his department head tour.. During th1s tour he served as operations officer, maintenance officer, and administrative
officer. While serving with VFA- 146, he completed a-deployment on board USS Nimitz (CVN 68) to the Arabian -
Gulf and participated in Operation SOUTHERN. WATCH as Well as contmgency operattons off the coast of Ta1wan ’
in support of Taiwan's first democratic elections.

In August 1996, Cmdr. Horton received orders to U:S. Space Command in Colorado Sprrngs Colo where he
served as the aide-de-camp to the commander of the U S. Space Cornmand/NORAD/Atr Force Space Cornmand
~ontil July 1998, -

In' December 1998, Cmdr. Horton returned to the Far East and reported to the "World Famous Golden Dragons

.. of VFA-192 as its executive officer. Cmdr. Horton took commarid of the “World Famous Golden Dragons

- December 1999 and commanded the squadron until February 2001. During his command tour, VFA-192 was -
awarded the 2000 Michael J. Estocin Award, 2000 COMNAVAIRPAC Battle “E” and.Safety “S,” and the
COMPACFLT “Retention Excellence” Award. In Septernber 2000, Cmdr. Horton was selected for major ‘
. command at sea via the nuclear power pipeline and- began training in May 2001. He completed nuclear power .

- training in Decernber 2002 and reported to USS Abraham L1ncoln (CVN 72) as 1ts executrve officer in'J anuary :

- 2003.
" Cmdr. Horton has accumulated more than 3, 700 ﬂtght hours 1nclud1ng more than 3,400 in tact1cal jet aircraft and
more than 750 carrier arrested landrngs His awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious
~ Service Medal, two Strike/Flight Air Medals, four Navy Commendat1on Medals two Navy Ach1evement Medals

and various unit and service awards N he :



Squadron
.. ~Electronic Attack Squadron 139 “Cougars

VAQ- 139

~ Carrier Alrborne Early Warnmg Squadron 113 “Black

VAW-113

,I“Igl\ter Squadron 31 “Tomcatters

VF31 O

Flgllter-Attack Squa(lron 113 “Stmgers
VFA-113- ' .

| Flghter-Attack Squadron 115 “Eagles”

VFA- 115

‘Flghter—Attack Squadron 25 “Flst of the Fleet”

) VFA 25

' lFleet Loglstlc Support Squadron THIRTY “Passwor(l”
VRC-30 o .

: “ Sea Control Squadron 35 “Blue Wolves”
- VS-35 -

» Hellcopter Squa(lron 4 “Black ngllts”

HS-4

Squadron call letter key
V leed wmg a1rcraft F= F1ghter A= Attack Q

CARRIER AIR WING FOURTEEN

“F ortune F avors T he Brave

Priruaw Mission ( Type
Flectronic Warfare Lo

Eagles . Electronic R'ad'ar‘_Sup.p()rt ~ E-2C Hawkeye
Fighter F-14 Tomeat
' Fighter / Attack * F/A-18 Hornet
- Fighter / Attack - F/A-18E
B Super Hornet
Fighter / Attack F/A-18 Hornet

i

'Carrier Dellvery i C-2A (COD) '

Anti-sub / Refueler '$-3B Viking

Anti-sub / Search & Rescue

Electromc Warfare;:C = éargo; S= Anti';Submarine;,H = _Rotary wing .aircraft_ L

: EA-6B Prowler .

Oceana, Va. "

o 'Lenloore, Calif.

SH-60 Seahawk

- Home Base .
Whldbey Island Wash

V(Point»Mugu, Calif.

Lemoore, Calif. e

* Lemoore, Caliﬂ i
~ North Island, Calif.

North Island, Calif. -

North Island, Calif.

he



Y USsS REUBEN JAMES (FFG 57)
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USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72) ==
RS Home ported in Everett, Wash o

© USS SHILOH (CG 67)

- Guided missile cruiser out of San Diego, Cahf

~ USS SHILOH's primary mission is provxdmg Air Defense for the Battle Group, prunarlly for USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN
" "SHILOH accomplishes this mission utilizing the AEGIS Weapon system and Mk 41 Vertical Launch System which can launch

SM-2 Standard Missiles to intercept air threats. ‘ The SPY 1B radar is the prunary sensor of the AEGIS system, which can provrde

. searchmg and trackmg functrons 51multaneously R

' USS MOBILE BAY (CG 53) = .
- Guided mlssﬂe crulser out of San Dlego Cahf

-USS FLETCHER (DD 992) 5
,Destroyer out of Pearl Harbor Hawau

USS PAUL HAMILTON (DDG 60)
Guided mlssﬂe destroyer out of Pearl Harbor Hawau

Gurded missile frlgate out of Pearl Harbor Hawau -

T T T

“fUSS HONOLULU(SSN718) = |
‘Nuclear- powered attaek submarme out of Pearl Harbor Hawau
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THE WHITE HOUSE
: WASHINGTON :
ADDRESS TO CREW.

Thursday, May 1, 2003 -

6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. PDT" S R o
" USS dbraham Lincoln -~ = ol
- Dan Bartlett / Joe Hagin L

PURPOSE
To dehver remarks to the Natron on Iraq

- BACKGROUND :

This address will provrde you an opportumty to: explam to the pubhc that the mlhtary battle
in Iraq has ofﬁcrally ended : ‘

- PARTICIPANTS

Andrew Card Chref of Staff

- Condoleezza Rice, National Security Advrsor

Mike Gerson, Director of Speechwntmg :
Ari Fleischer, Press Secretary - :
Scott Sforza, Deputy Drrector of Commumcatlons for Productron

PRESS PLAN

E Network Podl

' SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

e -You W111 be 1ntroduced off—stage and walk up to the podrum on the deck of the USS |

Abraham Lincoln!

e You deliver remarks on'a Tele PrompTer Sarlors will be in the audlence

e You conclude remarks
e  You depart stage.

e ‘You work the ropehne. o

REMARKS
Pro‘vidédby Speechwritingi . : ' D ,
ATTACHMENTS:

Remarks
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- Remarks from the USS Abraham L|ncoln R _"fl* fi
May 1, 2003 . S ARy -

= Draft #11

Sallors of the USS Abraham Llncoln and my | fellow Americans:
‘Major combat operations in Irag have ended.: Our coalition is now engaged

- in securing and reconstructing that country ln the Battle of Iraq, the Unrted

States and our allles have grevalled

} In this battle we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the
. ipeace of the world Qur Natron and our coalition are proud of this
~ accomplishment — yet it is you, the members of the United States military, -
- who achieved it. 'Your courage — facing danger for your country and for
each other — made this day possible. Because of you, our Nation is more
'secure Because of you, the tyrant has fallen and Irag is fre R

| Operatron lraqr Freedom was carrled out wrth a combination of e
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world o
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes

~ “and missiles that could destroy an enemy-division, or strike a single bunker

“ Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile

~ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history.

You have shown the world the Skl” and mrght of the Amerlcan Armed

T Forces

_ ThlS Natron thanks all the members of our coalrtron who Jomed ina
. -noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom,
~ Australia, and Poland, who shared in the hardshrps of war. We thank all
- the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of
- their own country. And tonight, | have a special word for Secretary

- Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear

the uniform of the Unlted States: America is grateful for a 1obvwell done. :

| The character of our military through history = the daring of .
~.Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that
- turned enemies into allies ~ is fully. present in this generation. When Iraqi
- civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw

e “strength, and kindness, and good will. When | look at the members of the

United States military, | see the best of our country, and l am honored to be
your Commander in: Chlef S .




‘_ In the images of falling statues, we have witnessed the arrivalofa
" new era. For ahundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age,
~military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an
~ ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied
 Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict
were safe until the final days. Military power was used to end a regime by
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by
- breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and
precision weapons; we can achieve military objectives without directing -
violence against civilians. No device of man can remove the tragedy from
‘war. Yet it is a great moral advance when the guilty have far more to fear
‘from war than the innocent.

. In the images of Celebrating Iragis, we have also seen the ageless -
appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make -
_ the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own enslavement.
‘Men and women in every culture need liberty like they need food, and
~water, and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanlty rejoices. And
' everywhere that freedom stirs, Iet tvrants fear :

We have dlff_rcult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of
that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders
~of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have - -
‘begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already
. know of hundreds of sites that must be investigated. We are helping to
~ rebuild Irag, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hospitals
and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new leaders of Iraq
~as they establish a government of, by, and for the Iraqi people. The |
- transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every -

~effort. Our coalition will stay until our work is done. Then we will leave =
~ and we will leave behind a free Irag - ‘

o The Battle of Iraq_ is one_vrctory ina wayr‘o'n terror that began on- 3 o
~September 11", 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men
— the shock troops of a hateful ideology — gave America and the civilized

" world a glimpse of their ambitions. They imagined, in the words of one

terrorist, that September 11™ would be the “beginning of the end of

- Amerrca By seekrng to turn our cmes lnto killing fields, terrorists and their




. allies believed they could destroy thrs Natlon S resolve and force our
- retreat from the world.- They have fa|Ied o ,

In the Battle Of’Afghanistan’ we destroyed the Taliban, the terrorists,

- and the camps where terrorists trained. - We continue to help the Afghan
- people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. Yet

~ we also have dangerous work to complete. And as | speak, a special

~ operations task force, led by the 82" Airborne, is on the trail of terrorists,

~and those who seek to undermrne the free government of Afghanrstan

. From Paklstan to the Phrhpprnes to the Horn of Africa, we are hunting
~ down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, | pledged that the terrorists

: would not escape the patient Justrce of the United States. As of tonight,.

- nearly one-half of al- Qa|da S senror operatlves have been captured or.
killed. - : : : :

The liberation of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campaign against - -

| terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of.

e no more.

terrorist fundrng "And this much is certain: No terrorist network will ga|n .
- weapons of mass destructron from the Iraqr reglme because that reQ|me is

In these 19 months that changed the world, our actions have been
focused, and deliberate, and proportlonate to the offense. We have not
forgotten the victims of September 11™ — the last phone calls, the cold
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the
~ terrorists and therr supporters decIared war on the Unlted States And. war

is what they got. \ : : S : E

Our war agarnst terror |s proceedrng accordrng to prrncrples that l
~ _have made clear to all: :

, Any person mvolved in commlttlng or plannlng terrorist attacks TR |
‘ 'agalnst the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a.

ol target of Amerrcan Justlce Ty

B Any person organrzatron or government that supports protects or.
“harbors terrorists is complicit i in the murder of the innocent, and equaHy |

- guilty ofterrorlst crimes. . . .



Any outlaw reglme that has tles to terrorist groups and seeks or-
- possesses weapons of mass destruction, is a grave danger to the crwlrzed
B world and will be confronted

- And anyone in the world |nclud|ng the Arab world who works and |
o sacr|f|ces for freedom has a loyaI frlend |n the Un|ted States

- Our commrtment to l|berty IS Amerlca s tradrtlon - declared at our

- :foundlng . affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms .... asserted i in

~ the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald;Reagan’s challenge to an euvil emp|re
- We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful -~
~ Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the
_“appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way
to hope. American values, and American interests, lead in the same
5 [dlrectlon We stand for human Ilberty

| The Unlted States upholds these pr|nC|ples of securlty and freedom in

- many ways — with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence, -

and finance. We are working with a broad coalition of nations that
~understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet it. - The use of
- force has been, and remains, our last resort Yet all can know, friend and
~ foe alike, that our Nation has-a mission: We will answer threats to our

8 securlty, and we W|ll defend the peace.- o :

o Th|s mlsslon contlnues Al Qaida is wounded not destroyed The
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we -

 know from daily |ntell|gence that they continue to plot against free people.

~The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious danger. The
. enemies of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our government has
" taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland —and we W|lI S
| contlnue to hunt down the enemy before he can strlke , -

The war on terror is not over, yet |t is not endless vWe do not know
the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of
- the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter their -
- fate Thelr cause is lost Free nat|ons will press on to vrctory |

Other natrons in hlstory have fought in forelgn lands and remalned to |
o occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than
- toreturn-home. That is your direction tonight. After service in the Afghan




and Iragi theatres of war — after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier
deployment in recent history — you are homeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your
Nation will welcome you.

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason’s
father said, “He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier.” Every name, every life, is a loss to
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God’'s time, their reunion
will come. |

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you — all in this
generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm.
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. |n the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the
captives, ‘Come out,’ ... and to those in darkness, ‘Be free.”

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all,
and may God bless America. '

: Drafted by:  Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
Cell: | (b)(6) |
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