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Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln . . 

May-1,2003 
Draft #11 

. THE PRESICtNT HAS SEEN 

'f·3D - ~'.J · 03 

Sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, and my fellow Americans: 
-Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. Our coalition is now engaged 
in securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq, the United 
States and our allies have prevailed. · 

In this battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the 
peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this 
accomplishment -- yet it is you, the members of the United States military,_ 
who achieved it. Your courage - facing danger for your country and for 
each other - made this day possible. Because of you, our Nation is more 
secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq is free. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom was carried out with a combination of 
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world 
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes 
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker. 
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile 
ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history. 
You have shown the world the skill and might of the American Armed 
Force.s. 

This Nation thanks all the members of our .coalition who joined in a_ 
noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, · 
Australia, and Poland; who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all 
the Citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of 
their own country. And tonight, I have a special word for Secretary 
Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States: America is -grateful for a job well done. 

The character of our military through history - the daring of .. _ 
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that 
turned enemies into allies - is fully present in this generation. When Iraqi 
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw 
strength, and kindness, and good will. When I look at the members of the 
United States military, I see the best of our country, and I am honored to be 
your Commander in Chief. 



In the images of falling statues, we have witnessed the arrival of a 
new era. For a hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age, 

· military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an 
ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied 
Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict 
were safe until the final days. Military power was used to end a regime by 
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by· 
breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and 
precision weapons, we can achieve military objectives without directing 
violence against civilians. No device of man can remove the tragedy from 
war. Yet it is a great moral advance when the guilty have far more to fear 
from war than the innocent. 

In the images of celebrating Iraqis, .we have also seen the ageless 
appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make 
the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own erislavement. 
Men and women in every culture need liberty like they need food, and 

· water, and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanity rejoices. And 
everywhere that freedom stirs, let tyrants fear. 

We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of 
that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders 
of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have 
begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already 
know of hundreds of sites that must be investigated. We are helping to· 
requild Iraq, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hospitals 

.. and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new leaders oflraq 
as they establish a government of, by, and for the Iraqi people. The 
transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every 

. effort. Our coalition will stay until our work is done. Then we will leave­
and we will leave behind a free Iraq. 

The Battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on terror that began on 
September 11th, 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men 
:-- the shock troops of a hateful ideology - gave America and the civilized 
world a glimpse of their ambitions. They imagined, in the words of one 
terrorist, that September 11th would be the "beginning of the end of 

·· America." By seeking to turn our cities into killing fields, terrorists and their 
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allies believed they could destroy this Nation's resolve, and force our 
retreat from the world. They have failed. 

In the Battle of Afghanistan, we destroyed the Taliban, the terrorists, 
and the camps where terrorists trained. We continue to help the Afghan 
people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. Yet 
we also have dangerous work to complete. And as I speak, a special 
operations task force, led by the 82nd Airborne, is on the trail of terrorists, 
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanistan. 

From Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of Africa, we are hunting 
down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, I pledged that the terrorists 
would not escape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight. 
nearly one-half of al-Qaida's senior operatives have been captured or 
killed. 

The liberation of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campaign against 
terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of 
terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain 
weapons of mass destruction from the Iraqi regime, because that regime is 
no more. 

In these 19 months that changed the world, our actions have been 
focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not 
forgotten the victims of September 11th,_ the last phone caHs, the cold· 
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the 
terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States. And war 
is what they got. 

Our war against terror is proceeding according to principles that I 
have made clear to all: 

r 

Any person involved in committing or planning terrorist attacks 
against the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a 
target of American justice. 

Any person, organization, or government that supports, protects, or 
harbors terrorists is complicit in the murder of the innocent, and equally 
guilty of terrorist crimes. 

3 



Any outlaw regime that has ties to terrorist groups, and seeks or 
possesses weapons of mass destruction, is a grave danger to the civilized 
world, and will be confronted. 

And anyone in the world, including the Arab world, who works and 
sacrifices for freedom ha.s a loyal friend in the United States. 

·Our commitment to liberty is America's tradition...:. declared at our 
founding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms ... asserted in 
the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan's challenge to an evil empire. 
We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful 
Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the 
appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way 
to hope. American values, and.American interests, lead in the same 
direction: We stand for human liberty. 

The United States upholds these principles of security and freedom in 
many ways - with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence, 
and finance. We are working with a broad coalition ofnations that 
understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet it. The use of 
force has been, and remains, our last resort. Yet all can know, friend and 
foe alike, that our Nation has a mission: We will answer threats to our 
security, and we will defend the peace. 

This mission continues. Al"'"Qaida is wounded, not destroyed. The 
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we 
know from daily intelligence that they continue to plot against free people. 
The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious danger. The 
enemies of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our government has 
taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland - and we will 
continue to hunt down the enemy before he can strike. 

The war on terror is not over, yet it is not endless. We do not know 
the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of 
th~ terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter their 
fate. Their cause is lost. Free nations will press on to victory. 

Other nations in history have fought in foreign lands and remained to 
occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than 
to return home. That is your directio'n tonight. After service in the Afghan , 
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and Iraqi theatres of war - after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier 
deployment in recent history - you are homeward bound. Some of you will 
see new family members for the first time - 150 babies were born while 
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your 
Nation will welcome you. 

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not 
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo 
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's 
father said, "He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell 
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier." Every name, every life, is a loss to 
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no 
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion 
will come. 

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth 
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you - all in this 
generation of our military - have taken up the highest calling of history. 
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm. 
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope - a message that is 
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: "To the 
captives, 'Come out,' ... and to those in darkness, 'Be free."' 

Thank you for serving our country a'nd our cause. God bless you all, 
and may God bless America. 

Drafted by: Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
I . (b)(6) I 
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Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln 
May 1, 2003· 
Draft #13 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
.s-: 1· 03 

Admiral Kelly, Captain Card, officers 

and sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, 

and my fellow Americans: Major combat 

operations in Iraq have ended. In the Battle 

of Iraq, \the United States and our allies 

have prevailed. And now our coalition is 

engaged in securing and reconstructing that 

country. 

1 

.. ::\l 



2 

In this battle, we have fought for the 

cause of lib~rty, and for the peace of the· 

world. Our Nation and our coalition are 

proud of this accomplishment - yet it is you, 
' , 

~ 

the members of the United States military, 

· who achieved it. 
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Your courage - your willingness to face 

danger for your country and for each other 

- made this day possible Because of you, _, -~ . 
our Nation is more secure7 Because of you, 

•• g 

the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq\ is free. 
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Operation Iraqi Freedom was.carried out 
I 

' 
with a combination of precision, speed, and 

. boldness the enemy did not expect, and the 

wo~ld -h~ not seen before.) From d~ant 
.. 

bases or ships at sea; we, sent planes and 
~·i -

missiles that could destroy an .enemy ... , 

division, or strike a single bunker. 
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Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad 

across 350 miles 'of hostHe ground, in one 

of the swiftest advances of heavy arms in 
I - i§@~ 

his!o!J You have shown the world the skill 
,.., \ . e ;;;;111;4 """*%iii&*¥'¥~ 

and might of the A~erican Armed Forces. · 
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This Nation thanks all the members of 
ct@ Mfr Hf_ if"ii@® 

our coalition who joined in a noble cause. 
; .._.l!Rlililt#iM~w--& ¥aii!lllillMfitb 

We thank the Armed Forces of the United 
f Fi 

,., 

Kingdom,, Australia, and Poland, who 

' ' 

shared in the hardships of war. We thank - -
all the citizens of Iraq who~ welcomed our 

= *'W§&#*t ~ 

troops and joined in the liberation of th~ir 

own country. 
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And tonight, I have a special word for 

Secretary Rumsfeld, for General Franks, 
' t1lfi"i : -•, ua 

and for all the men and women who wear 

the uniform of the United States: America 

is grateful for a job well done. 
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, The character of our nlilitary through 

history - the daring of Normandy, the fierce 
.. 1¥¥¥ ' rw-. 41@ • 

courage of lwo Jima, the decency and 
1f ' 

idealism that turned enemies into· allies - is 

fully present in this generation. 
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When Iraqi civilians looked into the _faces of 

our servicemen and women, they saw 
' 

4 It 1'i'mp 

strength, and kindness, and good will. 
~ I "7? WI! 44 ;~ 

When I look at the members of the United 
$ 

States military, I see the best of our 

country, and I am honored to be your 

Commander in Chief. 
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In the images of falling statues, we have 
. \ . 

td" t1F'HQr 

witnessed the arrival of a new era.( Fo~ 
hundred years of war, culminating in the 

• ;;;gm& MtF MBiA * 

nuclear age, military technology was 

designed and deployed to inflict casualties 
m &•&:++&¥ m 

... on an ever-growing sca1e.(1n defeating 

Nazi (3ermany and imperial Japan, Allied 
I 

Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy 
. PfflA*4 lj M*ddK ... EWM i£t; 

leaders who started the conflict were safe 

u1ntil the final davs. 
rnmrz eni · 
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Military power was used to end a regime by · 
w &44 fiiJ§i¥W"*llt41WIH! @..,_ 

brea~n;·a nation.(Today, we ha~the 
greater power to free a nation by breaking a 

dangerous and aggressiv,e regime( With 

new tactics and precision weapons, we can 

achieve military objectives without directing 
-

. violence against civilians. , 
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No device of man can remove the tragedy 
I , 

.-;;;;:;z:zifi!i!ill"llllliU-l!!i !lill\lll*@IBlri ~ - rie; .... 

· from war.(Yet it is a great advance when · 
-- ®II ,_. • 

the guilty have far more to fear from war· 

· than the 'innocent. 
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In the images of celebrating Iraqis, we 
f'Sli-":l-a?lil~~;~t..::i:<";.<::::,::-g.~:7rm -·~=;;•f'ftiPGW'~ ;;:&51 

have also seen the ageless appeal of 

hu~~.n ~r~ed.om.( Dec~des -of lies and 
CL-- ' 

intimidation could not make the Iraqi people 

love their oppressors or desire their own 
3 

'tr *#+ kill ...-- ~. 

enslavement. 

13 
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Men and women in every culture need 
'rr & • *'** ¥liij : ~ -

' . . 

liberty like they need food 1

, and water, and 

a~1 Eve_ryW.h,?~~that freedom arrives, 

humanity rejoices. And everywhere that 
ht •• ,, & &4il£ii4iDii . "@riit¥ ±#-. d 

freedom stirs, let tyrants fear. · 
:we a 
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We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We 

are bringing order to parts of that country 

that r:m,,::~~s/we are ~r~uing 
and finding leaders of the old regime, who 
I *¥' • MHM" s [~llftlll mo t A&iiltitB-: II iP•i - ~ 

will be held to account for their crime4 We 

have begun the search for hidden chemical 
• CTI FPP'f71:R D i ? &OtF H~ 

and biological weapons, and already know 
...._ 7 • rnmreums tPi er . 

-of hundreds of sites that will be 

investigated. 
- i &¥iP 
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We are helping to rebuild Iraq, where the 
Cflfiff 'ff M f &M59@&§¥4 i& j@l @f 

I 

dictator built palaces for himself, instead of 
Si , 4 I, ?•@• llR?Fl '¥¥1 5¥41@ WM Ult~ 

hospitals .. an~ ~ f~~e people/And 

we will stand w-ith the new leaders of Iraq 
;A 

as they establish a government of, by, and 

for the Iraqi people. 

16 
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The transition from dictatorship to 

democracy will tak.e time, but it is worth 
"-mt I &ik!W'MH&\ 

evecy ~!f2rtJ Our c?alition _!~I stay u~ our 

work is done. Then we will leave -· and we 
7 

will leave behind a free Iraq. 
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18 

The. Battle of Ira is one victory in a war 

on terror that began on September 11th, 
~ . ttftt'h <t t MM , MM~ 

2001, and still goes on That terrible 
,\ii# i£' - . I lj 

•' ?? "" 

morning, 19 evil m~n - the shock troops of 
, '. ii@ 

a hateful ideology - gave America and the 

civ.ilized world a glimpse of their ambitions. -. ' 

18 
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(vThey imagined, in the words of one 
•± *** ·w a big.~ 

terrorist, that September 11th would be the 

"beginning of the end of America." By 
'®§ ¥ -¥ . §ii€¥WH I 

seeking to turn our cities into killing fields, 
II :~ 

terrorists and their allies believed they could 

destroy this Nation's resolve, and force our 

retreat from the world. They have failed. 
- , t¥1 .um 4 H ·MiPi - zj 
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-

In the Battle of Afghanistan, we 
( 

I 

. destroyed the Taliban, many terrorists, and 
a . ** *, PtRe , •IS&&+& • _. wee , ' ¥'¥#Ma ; i& 

the camps where they trained( We 
' 

continue to help the Afghan people lay 

roads, restore, hospitals, and educate all of 
e 11 r:·-.r·n·~ 

their childre1 Yet we also haye.~~~g_erous 
. -
work to complete. 

-- ll!lUffi $p 
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21 

And as I speak, a special operations task 

force, led by the 82nd Airborne, is on the 

trail of terrorists, and those who seek to 
l§ gm *" 

undermine the free government of 

Afghanistan America and our coalition will 

finish what we began. 

, 21 
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From Pakistan to the Philippines to the 

Horn of Africa,.we are hunting down al-.·. 
. "'l!'i!l. '* "'2%z;;;;;. 

.. Qaida k~ers. (Ninete,e.~ m;:.n1:1s .. ago, I 

pledged that the terrorists would not escape 
. 111•¢ *%~ •rt t@f§*@@ ·+i*'iffi®'W5¥¥¥MWffl1 -

' t•AEJii . I Mil" 

the patient justice of the United States. {As 
• et 44 @ 9 ~%&¥¥ ....... 'Bl i i ~ 

of tonight, nearly Gne-half of al-Qaida's 
~ .. E •'BP! J jii!D 

. -- -
senior operatives have been captured or 

. e;g;;;;m . Qm, ~ 

U d'iEW 
0 

· killed. 

22 
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The liberation of Iraq is a crucial 
... § ,-

advance in the campaign against terror. 
'ill 19 

We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and 
a Mi • p • 

cut off a source of terrorist funding( And 

\ 

this much is certain: No terrorist network 
auaz; ¥?ti M M'*F @ii 

I Mt m 4 4AA'tOO;m d' 

will gain weapons of mass destruction from 
a ' A 

the Iraqi regime, because that regime is no 

more. 
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, In these 19 months that changed the 
"'? t . .. •• • fttirt@i·ij-

world, our actions have been focused, and 
zwz; ?PL g:gg14 ' • t if* ' •• , -~ 

deliberate, an.d proportionate to the offense. ( 
Mt M• · f ii f M& e WfrkiiJfo · 

. -·· 'WH f !flljZt f j -

We have n~t forgotten the victims of 
" . •• d 'tr ®l!: 

September 11th~ - the last phone calls, the 
. W4@ff *A ¥1• tg F* ET UWM• 

cold murder of children, the~searches in the 
_ ~! 9 , mp ' i 81_ CT 

:. Ufil = ~ ""' 

rubble. With those attacks, the terrorists 

and their supporters declared war on the 
f5& &M CT ¥4¥¥¥&¥& 

United States. ·And war is what they got . 
. \~ mrer& 
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Our war against terror is proceeding 

according to principles that I have made 
*¥ Witt 

i 

clear to all: 

Any person involved in committing or 
.G +~ 

planning terrorist attacks against the 

American people becomes an enemy of this 

country, and a target of American justice . .....,.._. -

25· 
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. Any person, organization, or 
a e&¥44 .,w+E Ht ' 11iD 

government that supports, protects, or 
- t 

•• 

h·arbors terrorists is complicit in the murder 
• '" * jMMA&u a LC;. 

of the innocent, and equally guilty of 

terrorist crimes. 
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Any outlaw regime that has ties to. 

terrorist groups, and seeks or possesses . .., 
weapons of mass destruction, is a grave 

H id 

danger to the civilized world, and will be 
1 ., ?*#WW' w-

confronted. 
-! 

And anyone in the world, including the .... pl!! 7 ?! tmm 

Arab world, who works and sacrifices for 

iJ freedom has a loyal friend in the United 
XJ1!i @ f 

States. 
5!€_ ~ 

27 



) 28 
Our commitment to liberty· is America's 

tradition - declared at ou_r founding ... · 
• 4¥4 ii1' 

-..MW"' -;g 

affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four · 

· Freedoms ... asserted in the Truman 
'fli !! !pH [ '. --

Doctrine,, and in Ronald Reagan's 
$ Hhii tt 

., ! ..,, i 

challenge to an evil empire. 
. . I . 
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We are committed to freedom in 

~~-------
Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful 

.,, r a 

---~ 
P~sti~e{ The advance of freedom is the 

surest strategy to undermine the appeal of 

.. ter~~ in00~he ~~rld-(Where f_re~?o~-ta~es 
~old, hatred gives way to hope. 

[ __ 
29 
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When freedom takes hold, men and women. 
' 

~·;~'t~±F&mr:.sMmsttw rr·rer rrtrtrtttmtrttrmmrrrr tr111n 1 a rte ,_.*?!¥ ttn 

turn to the peaceful pursuit of a better life. 

American values, and American interests, 

\ 

lead in the same direction.: We stand for · 

human liberty. 
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The United States upholds these 

principles of security and freedom in many 
+++&&+&nB t#iUae 

ways - with all the tools of diplomacy, law 

enforcement, intelligence, and finance We 

are working with a broad coalition of nations 
fl\ "H . ~·e rt tn@#@M Ht ." ii& ' 

.that understand the threat, .and our shared 
8\ we 

responsibility to meet it. 
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The use of force has b'een, ,and remains, 
, *' ••s;u 

our lasf resort.{Yet all can know, fr~.~ an~ 
fqe alike, that our Nation has a mission: 

------i!1!11!!!? ' ' -· ----~~~ ~ ...-- f_t ... 9 

,We will answer threats to our security, and 
- 1 

. we will defend the peace. 
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Our mission continues. 

wounded, not destroyed.\ The scattered 

cells of the terrorist network still operate in 
¥ • 7 rm;m• 5 r.n1r11,. 'RU: 

ii! MNA tlfitfa@ @ 

many nations, and we know from daily 

intelligence that they continue to plot 
f' 7 t2 t' 7 rt'! tr!t@mtre1!a111JIC - ff 1 " ~ 

against free people/ The proliferation of 
'lile!Jl!H , n s ... - -;:::z 77?T!l'~ 

deadly weapons remains a serious danger. 
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The enemies of freedom are not idle, and . 
tf@t •r'f"'!f'F fL1 

~ 

n?:~r·=~w .. e.1 ou,r government has taken 

unprecedented measures to defend the 
.• 

homeland - and we will continue to hunt 

down the enemy before he can strike. 
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The war on terror is not over, yet it is not 
•• J"l\!filifd ~ 

endless.( Wedo not know th. e day of final 
Iii 1' • ]§fl rpraF& t r #fl§§§ . . a 

victory, but we have seen the turning of the 
-~- ~ •sr • 1eemt@ci4MWJ!B&@QllMtMll!H E Jk 

tide No act of the terrorists will change our 
"' Pi d 

fin 4 id 

purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter 
•et i Ill> tl!J *M ?!" r rt 

their fate. Their cause is lost. Free nations 

will press on to victory. 

35 



36 

Other nations in'history have fought in 

foreign lands and remained to occupy and · 
· _,,.,** M ~a a: #f.&fi a am 

e~~t.( Am .. erica!1s, follow~ng a b,!!tle, want 

nothing mure than to return home. That is 

your direction·tonight. 
' 

36 
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After service in the Afghan and Iraqi 

theatres of war - after 100 thousand miles, 

of you will see new family members for the 
Dia Wl A m -n ' @mfi~i'&¥%~* ·~ 

first time - 150 babies were born while their 
W2 1WJ2 iiiWI tki ' ™'ffH Iii 

fath,ers were on the Lincoln. (vour families 
i/fiW wrzrtrm'rmM . 'ia!st. 

are proud of you, and your Nation will · 

welcome you.· 
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We are mindful as well that some good 
. o~ 

men and women are not making the 
5#5%8' 1tiO 5 j *Mi#j& 111ftf ~· 

. ~ 

jour~-e~ ~~!/ One of those1~ho fell, . 

Corporal Jason Mileo [mah-lee-OH], spoke 
( . 

to his parents. five_ day~ betor; hi~eath.( 

Jason's father said, "He calle·d us from the 
- $ ±'¥ ' ¥¥@+ j~ -

center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell us 

he loved us. Our son was a soldier." 
4 ;µ 

'
4
&¥™4 ¢¢ 44&Wi#f§&#41»mt&F&&W 
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Every name, every life, is a loss to our 
"'si_ AGi!IWiii~ 

._ · ; ¥q11r!i!!iii• tlil1 !!! ._ -·~ 

military, to our Nation, and to loved ones 
~ iii h """'.UL " = "'-M2!1 wp @ 

"""". 
wh£ grie~e{There is no ~ome~m:_g for 

these families/Yet we pray, in G~d'~ time, .. ~ - ~ 

their reunion will come. 

39 



40 . 

·Those we lost were la.st see~.?~ .. ~~ty. { 
' 

Their final act on this earth was to fight a 

. . 
great evil, and bring liberty to others All of 

• - .. -· @@¥ ~¥§.. ~ ~ -

you - all in this generatiqn of our military -
) 

h,ave tak~n up the hi hest callin . of history} 

· You are defending your country, and 

protecting the innocent from harm. 
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And wherever you go, you carry a message 

of hope - a message that is ancient, and 
--¥¥Mm> - ' *@& """'** -

ev:r n~( In the words~~ the prophet · 
a wms. 

Isaiah: "To the captives, 'Come out,' ... and 
• , t -

to those in darkness, 'Be free."7 

Thank you for serving our country and 

our cause. God bless you ·all, and may God 

bless America. 

41 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
~;i. 03 

_,, •John' "Jay" Hendrix, Retired U.S. Army 
~~ 

General and Vice President for 

Marketing and Business Development, 

United Defense Industries -

' :/ ' 

,. 

General Manager of Steel Products 

Division, United Defense Industries 

• Doug Coffey, Vice President for Global 
. ' ,... 

Communications, United Defense 

Industries 
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· • Harry, Don and Perry are Maintenance 
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Technicians in the Facility Department 

. • Steve Houck [HOW-k], USA Freedom·. 

·Corps Greeter, an employee of 

SalesForce.com ~which encourages their··· 

. employees to donate. 1°/o of their working · 

· . time to the community - Steve has 

completed more than 125 .hours of 
. . . 

company-supported volunteer service 

since joining the company in August of 
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2002 .. 
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Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln 
May 1, 2003 
Draft #12 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
S:!-.()3 

Sailors of the USS A aham Lincoln, 

and my fellow Americ ns: Major combat 

o erations in Ira ve ended. Our 

' 

coalition, is now ngaged in securing and 

reconstructin that country. In the Battle of 
,' 

Ira fed States and our alHes have 

prevailed. 

1 
Preservation Copy 
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. Y<M'3~, I 

Your courage - faci+li nger for your 

country and for eac other - made this day 

possible{ Beca e of you, our_N~n is 

more secure ecause of you, the tyrant 

3 
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Marines and soldiers charg to Baghdad 
..... 

acros,s 350 miles of hostil ground, in one 

of the swiftest s•lass adv .. ces of heavy 

arms in history.(You hai e shown the world 

the skill and might oft e American Armed 
aiil!Pf t1> 

Forces. 
Ii!!! .-· 

5 ' 
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Military power was used to end a regime by 

breaking a nation. (Today, we ha: t~~ 
greater power to free a nation by breaking a 

~~1ffbFFfi?'ttiF AY AA' a l& ype: ~ 

dangerous and aggressive regime( With 

new tactics and precision weapons, we can 
e -

achieve military objectives without directing 

violence against civilians. 
??PRW! ' mp IF JI 
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I 

. No device of man can remove the tragedy 

I 

from war. Yet it is a great rlaQfiat advance 

when the guilty have far more to fear from 

war than the innocent. 

. I 

' 
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We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We , 

· are bringing order to parts of tha ountry 

that remain dangerous. 
. 

re pursuing 
• ttFSP aw***'**** ... 

' 

·and finding leaders oft old regime, who 
-. f m @• 

will be held to acco , t for their crimes. We 

have begun the s,. arch for hidden chemical 
. , -. reee* t@ ms , 

and biological w apons, and already know 

· ~II 
of hundreds of ·tes that .Ail'~~be 

investigated. 

15 
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· In the Battle ofAfghanistan, we 

destroyed the Taliban, "te rorists, and 
C MM 

the ca~ps wher:_t~,..:eir::~ra:ed-(We 
continue to help the Afghan people lay 

ti. •'#l'W""""@ffl!eW?n!!!p iiiiiliit 

' 

' 

roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of 
•• ti' b ' ~iAiii@iii! ' ! 

their children Yet we also have dangerous. -··----- .. ' 

I ''1111ii111! '-- I , ,.. ;,,. ... ,.diii@BAH li gid 

work to complete~ 
. I _.-•* MS 
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And as I speak, a special operations task 
,.. 'ii U &attifM l 

force, led by the 82nd Airborne, is on the 
"- _ az. '71 iifF• 

trail of terrorists, and those who seek to 
( 

"- 1133ree a •• , **d 

undermine the free government of 

. Afghanistan. 

I 

21 
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,,/ . l ,. •. 
/ American values, a 

Jl 
II' t!f ·, 

~"H'11Me 

lead in the sam 

human libert 

American interests, 

We stand for 
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l'ati~mission conti es(Al-Qaida is 
.... ij!W@&w jP 

cells of the terror" t network still operate in 

many nations, nd we know. from daily 
UH f *"*** 

intelligence t at they continue to plot 
' 

against fre people.] The pro~fe_~~n ~f 

deadly we ans remains a serious danger. 
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Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln 
May 1, 2003 
Draft #12 

Sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, and my fellow Americans: 
Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. Our.coalition is now engaged 
in securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq, the United 
States and our allies have prevailed. 

In this battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the 
peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this 
accomplishment - yet it is you, the members of the United States military, 
who achieved it. Your courage -your willingness to face danger foryour 
country and for each other - made this day possible. Because of you, our 
Nation is more secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq is 
free. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom was carried out with a combination of 
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world 
had not seen before. From distant bases orships at sea, we sent planes 
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker. 
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile 
ground, in one of the swiftest advances of heavy arms in history. You have 
shown the world the skill and might of the American Armed Forces. 

This Nation thanks· all the members of our coalition who joined in a 
·.·noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, 

Australia, and Poland, who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all 
. the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our trqops and joined in the liberation of 
their own country. And tonight, I have a special word for Secretary. 
Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States: America is grateful for a job well done. 

The character of our military through history--:- the daring of 
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that 
turned enemies into allies - is fully present in this generation. When Iraqi 
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw 
strength, and kindness, and good will. When I look atthe members of the 
United States military, I see the best of our country, and I am honored to be 
your Commander in Chief. 

1 



In the images of falling statues, we have witnessed the arrival ofa 
new era. For a hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age, 
military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an 
ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied 
Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict 
were safe until the final days. Military power was used to end a regime by 
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by 
breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime .. With new tactics and 
precision weapons, we can achieve military objectives without directing 
violence against civilians. No device of man can remove the tragedy from 

· war. Yet it is a great advance when the guilty have far more to fear from 
war than the innocent. 

. . 

In the images of celebrating lraq'is, we have also seen the ageless 
appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make 
the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own enslavement. 
Men and women in every culture need liberty like they need food, and 
water, and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanity rejoices. And 
everywhere that freedom stirs, let tyrants fear. 

We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of 
that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders 
of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have 
begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already 
know ofhundreds of sites that will be investigated. We are helping to 
rebuild Iraq, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hospitals 
and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new leaders of Iraq. 
as they establish a government of, by, ane for the Iraqi people. The 

. transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every 
effort. Our coalition will stay until our work is done. Then we will leave -
and we will leave behind a free Iraq. 

The Battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on terror that began on 
September 11th, 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men 
- the shock troops of a hateful ideology - gave America and the Civilized 
world a glimpse of their ambitions. They imagined, in the words of one 
terrorist, that September 11th would be the "beginning of the end of 
America." By seeking to turn our cities into killing fields, terrorists and their 

2 ' 
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allies believed they could destroy this Nation's resolve, and force our 
retreat from the world. They have failed. 

· 1n the Battle of Afghanistan, we destroyed the Taliban, many 
terrorists, and the camps where they trained. We continue to help the 
Afghan people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. 
Yet we also have dangerous work to complete: And as I speak, a special 
operations task force, led by the 82nd Airborne, is on the trail of terrorists, 
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanistan. 
America and our coalition will finish what we began. 

From Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of Africa, we are hunting 
down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, I pledged that the terrorists · 
would not escape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight. 
nearly one-half of al-Qaida's senior operatives have been captured or 
killed. 

The liberation of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campaign against 
terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut offa source of 
terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain 
weapons of mass destruction from the Iraqi regime, because that regime is 
no more. 

In these 19 months that changed the world, our actions have been 
focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not 
forgotten the victims of September 11th - the last phone ca~ls, the cold 
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the 
terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States. And war 
is what they got. 

Our war against terror is proceeding according to principles that I 
have made clear to all: 

Any person involved in committing or planning terrorist attacks 
against the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a 
target of American justice. 

Any person, organization, or government that supports, protects, or 
harbors terrorists is complicit in the murder ofthe innocent, and equally 
guilty of terrorist crimes. 
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Any outlaw regime that has ties to terrorist groups, and seeks or 
· possesses weapons of mass destruction, is a grave danger to thecivilized 
. world, and will be confronted. · 

' ' . 

And anyone in the world, including the Arab world, who works and 
sacrifices for freedom has a loyal friend in the United States. 

Our commitment to liberty is America's tradition - declared at our 
founding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms ... asserted in 
the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan's challenge to an evil empire. 
We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful 
Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the 
appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way 
to hope. When freedom takes hold, men and women turn to the peaceful 
pursuit of a better life. American values, and American interests, lead in 
the same direction: We stand for human liberty. 

The United States upholds these principles of security and freedom in 
many ways - with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence, 
and finance. We are working with a broad coalition of nations that 
understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet it. The use of 
force has been, and remains, our last resort Yet all can know, friend and 
foe alike, that our Nation has a mission: We will answer threats to our · 
security, and we will defend the peace. 

Our mission continues. Al-Qaida is wounded, not destroyed. The 
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we 

. know from daily intelligence that they. continue to plot against free people. 
The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious danger. The 
enemiesof freedom are. not idle, and neither are we. Our government has 
taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland - and we will .· 
continue to hunt down the enemy before he can strike. 

The war on terror is not over, yet it is not endless. We do not know 
the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of 
the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter their 
fate. Their cause is lost. Free nations will press on to victory. 
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Other nations in history have fought in foreign lands and remained to 
occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than 
to return home. That is your direction tonight. After service in the Afghan 
and Iraqi theatres of war - after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier 

_deployment in recent history - you are homeward bound. Some of you will 
see new family members for the firsttime - 150 babies were born while 
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your 
Nation will welcome you. 

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not 
making the journey home. One ofthose who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo 
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's 
father said, "He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell 
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier." Every name, every life, is a loss to 
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. Ther~ is no 
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion 
will come. 

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth 
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you - all in this 
generation of our military - have taken up the highest calling of history. 
You are defending your country, and pr9tecting the innocent from harm. 
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope - a message that is 
ancient, and ever new.·. In the wordsof the prophet Isaiah: "To the 
captives, 'Come out,' ... and to those indarkness, 'Be free."' 

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all, 
and may God bless America. · 

Drafted by: Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln 
May 1, 2003 
Draft #11 

Sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, and my fellow Americans: 
Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. Our coalition is now engaged 

. I 

in securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq, the United 
States and our allies have prevailed. 

In this battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the 
peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this 
accomplishment - yet it is you, the members of the United States military, 
who achieved it. Your courage - facing danger for your country and for 
each other - made this day possible. Because of you, our Nation is more 
secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq is free. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom was carried out with a combination of 
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world 
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes 
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker. 
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile 
ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history. 
You have shown the world the skill and might of the American Armed 
Forces. 

This Nation thanks all the members of our coalition who joined in a 
noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, 
Australia, and Poland, who shared int.he hardships of war. We thank all 
the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of 
their own country. And tonight, I have a special word for Secretary · 
Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States: America is grateful for a job well done. 

The character of our military through history - the daring of 
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that 
turned enemies into allies - is fully present in this generation. When Iraqi 
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw 
strength, and kindness, and good will. When I look at the members of the 
United States military, I see the best of our country, and I am honored to be 
your Commander in Chief. 

1 



and Iraqi theatres of war - aft~f .166.thous:ancUniles, on the longest carrier 
deployment in recent history -you are homeward bound. Some of you will 
see new family members for the first time - 150 babies were born while 
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your 
Nation will welcome you. 

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not 
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo 
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's 
father said, "He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell 
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier." Every name, every life, is a loss to 
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no 
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion 
will come. 

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth 
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you - all in this 

4 generation of our military - have taken up the highest calling of history. 
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm. 
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope - a message that is 
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: "To the 
captives, 'Come out,' ... and to those in darkness, 'Be free."' 

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all, 
and may God bless America. 

Drafted by: Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 

I ~~ I 

5 

1 
' 

I. 
i. 
j '· 

'· i 
I 



Withdrawal Marl<er 
The Q~orge W. Bu,s~i:L,ibrary 

.,\ .. ,. _ .. :, .. •, .. , .,.,.,.,.,,;. • ..... ·. ,;., .... ,., .. -, . . ·.: ... 
FORM SUBJECTfflTLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #9 5 04/30/2003 PS; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/01/2003; 764681 

FRC ID: FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA) 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

This Document was withdrawn on 101712015 by DRS 



~----- - - ----- -

i Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush I;ibrary 

h. /, 1 : > '. '" ~···""" ... .>- .. -.. -··; •••• " ,. ,. <( ,.;.~,,., ·''> ··'• 

FORM SUBJECT rfITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #8 5 04/29/2003 P5; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/01/2003; 764681 

FRC ID: · FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRAJ 
P6 Release wo.uld constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA) 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B: Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIAJ 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA) · 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9). of the FOIAJ 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court se·aled - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

This Docl}ment was withdrawn on 10171201 5 by DRS 



J 

Document Originally 
Attached to 

F oltowing Page 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECTffITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #9 6 04/30/2003 PS; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/01/2003; 764681 

FRC ID: FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

PI National Security Classified Information [(a)(I) of the PRA) 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
220I(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A .. Closed by Executive Order I3526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom oflnformation Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(I) National security classified information ((b)(I) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA) 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

ThisDocumentwaswithdrawnon 101712015 by DRS 





Withdrawal Marl<er 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECTffITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the l)SS Abraham Lincoln Draft #5 6 05/01/2003 PS; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/01/2003; 764681 

FRC ID: FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)) 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells ((b)(9) of the FOIA] 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

This Document was withdrm;m on 101712015 by DRS 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECTffITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #4 6 04/29/2003 P5; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/0112003; 764681 

FRC ID: FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed ofGift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National se.curity classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would distlose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

. concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

ThisDocumentwaswithdrawnon 101712015 by DRS 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECTffITLE PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #10 5 05/01/2003. P5; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

·coLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Remarks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/01/2003; 764681 

FRC ID: FOIA IDs and Segments: 

10049 

OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437 

2014-0044-F 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA) 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA) 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA) 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U;S;C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to natipnal 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA) 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

This Document was withdrawn on 1017/2015 by DRS 



Withdrawal Marl<er 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECT fflTLE . PAGES DATE RESTRICTION(S) 

Speech Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln Draft #10 5 0413012003 PS; P6/b6; 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Staff Secretary, White House Office of the 

SERIES: 
Miers, Harriet E. - Presidential Rem.arks 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln - 05/0112003; 764681 
FRC ID: FOIA.IDs and Segments: 

10049 2014-0044-F 
OANum.: 
1917 

NARANum.: 
6437. 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act-144 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release. would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors ja)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

Records Not Subject to FOIA 

Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to· 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

This Document was withdrawn on 101712015 by .DRS 



Remarks from the USS Abraham Lincoln 
·May 1, 2003 ·, 
Draft #11 

.... 

. I . 
Sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, a~my fellow Americans: 

~/Major combat operations in Iraq haye en~ Our coalition is now engage~ 
-in securing and reconstructing that country. n the Battle of Iraq, the United . 
~tates and our allies have. revailed. · · 

In this battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the 
peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this 
accomplishment - yet it is you, the members of the United States military, 
who ach.ieved it. Your courage - facing danger for your country and for 

. faach other - made this day possible.. Because of you, our Nati is more 
/V ·secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Ira · ee 3 
' ' 

Operation Iraqi Freedom was carried out with a combination of 
precision, speed, and boldness the-enemy did not expect, and the world 
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes I 
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunkey r 
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile 
ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history. 
You have shown the world the skill and might of the American Armed 
Force~ · · 

This Nation thanks all the members of our coalition who joined in a 
n7ble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, 
·~ustralia, and Poland, who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all . A. he citizens of lritho welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of 
their own count iAnd tonight, I have a special word for Secretary 

umsfeld, for G neral Franks, anj for all the men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States/~merica is grateful for a 'ob well done 7 

The character of our military through history - the daring of 
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and~·d alism that 
turned enemies into allies - is fully present in this generation 1When Iraqi 
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and wome , they saw 
strength, and kindness, and goo l. n I look at the members 1of the 

. 'AJnited States military, I see th qest of ouf ountry, and I am honor~d to be 

V y~mmander in Chi~ . _ . 
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In the images of falling statues, we have witnessed the arrival of a 
new era. For a hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age, 
military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an 
ever-growing 'scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied 
Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict 
were safe until the final days~Military power was used to end a regime by 
breaking a nation. Today, '.J~" have the greater power to free a nation by 
breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and 
prec. ision weapons, we ca2 achieve military objectiv.es without directing 

A
·olen. ce against civilians/•~o device of man can remove the tragedy from 
ar. Yet it is a great moral advance when the guilty have far more to fear 
9m=war t_!!_an the innocenyt'J.. . -

In the images of celebrating Iraqis, we have also seen the ageless 
. hppeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation uld not ak 
V the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own enslavemen 13 

Men and.women in every culture need liberty like they need food, an 
· ~;fur, and air. Everywhere thatfreedom arrives, humanity rejoices. And 

ve'verywhere that freedom stirs, let tyrants teay1f ·· 
We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of 

that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders 
of the old regime, who will be held to accountJor their crimes. We have 
begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already 
know of hundreds of sites that must be investigate~We are helping to 
rebuild Iraq, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead .of hospitals 

. ¢scho.ols for the people. And we will stand with th. e new.le. aders of Iraq 
Jas they establish a government of, by, and for the Iraqi geQp~q'~,The · 

· · transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but itis worth every 
?fbrt. Our coalition will stay until our work is done. Then we will leave -v a!!.9 we will leave behind a free I r'6? . · 

The Battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on terror that began on 
September 11th, 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men 
- the shock troops of a hateful ide9loQY - gave America and the civi.lized 
world a glimpse of their ambitiono/.trThey imagined, in the words of one 

·terrorist, that September 11th would be the "beginning of the end of 
America." By seeking to turn our cities into killing .fields, terrorists and their 
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allies believed they could destroy this Nati n's resolve, and force our 
retreat from the world. The have faile ·~ 

In the Battle ofAfghanistan, we ~~troyed the Taliban, the.terrorists, 
and the camps where terrorists trainer.~e continue to help the Afghan 
people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. Yet 
we also have dangerous work to complete. And as I speak, a special 
operations task force, led by the. a2nct Airborne, is on the trail of terro~~~ 
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanista;@P 

···· rom Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of Africa, we are hunting 
wn al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, I pledged that the terrorists 

ould ape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonigtll, 
ef Jrearl e-ha f al-Qaida's senior operatives have been captured or 
VkJlle 

The liberation of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campaign against 
terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of 
terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain 

· _we'apons of mass destruction from the Iraqi regime, b~cause that regime is 
~no more.~ . .· 

In these 19 months that changed the world, our actions have been 
. focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not 
forgotten the victims of September 11th - the last phone calls, the cold 
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the 
terrorists a. nd ~~~supporters declared war on the United States. And war 
.is what they g~ 'J..!f · . 

Our war against terror is proceeding according to principles that I 
have made clear to all: 

Any person involved in committing or planning terrorist attacks 
against the American peopJY ·b. ecomes an enemy of this country, and a 
target of American justicVJ6 · . . . 

Any person, organization, or government that supports, protects, or 
ha~bors terror~sts i~ co~~it in the murder of the innocent, and equa.lly 
guilty of terrorist cnme/ ,:;i.G , . . . . . · · 
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Any outlaw regime that has ties to terrorist groups, and seeks or 
possesses weapons of mas~-~uction, is a grave danger to the civilized 
world, and will be confronted~ 

And anyone in the world, including the Arab world, :~~orks and 
. sacrifices for freedom has a loyal friend in the United Statj .t-0 

·. ;/ Our commitment to liberty is America's tradition - declared at our W.f founding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosev.elt's Four .Freedoms ... asserted
0

. iini~' 
the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan's challenge to an evil empirjr n 
We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful 
Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the 
app I o terror in the world. W er.e fr · · ta es h Id hatre 

~~fgJ~. ~~merican values, and 1 · · t&JOC:ICT 
, tion: We stand for human liberty.~ . 

The United States upholds these principles of security and freedom in 
many ways - with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence, 
and finance. We are working with a broad coalition of nation~t t 
understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet it he use of 

J:. or.ce .has been, and r~.mains, our. la~t resort. ~et all can kno , friend and . 
oe alike, that our Nation has a m1ss1on: e will answer threats to our 

security, d we will defend the eace. 

This mission continues. Al-Qaida is wounded, not destroyed. The 
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we . 
know from daily intelligence that they continue to plot againstir e people. 

. The prolifer.ation of deadly weapons remains a serious dange · he 
· enemies of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our gov nment has 

}take~ unprecedented measures to defend the hom~land -~ill 
continue to hunt down the enem before he can strike. ~ Klll( . 

The war on terror is not over, yet it is not endless. We do not know 
· the day offinal victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of 
the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter their 
fate. Their cause is lost. Free nations will press on to victo~~ 

Other nations in history have fought in foreign lands and remained to 
occupy and exploit. Americans, follo.wing. a Yia le, want nothing more than 
to return home. That is your direction tonight After service in the Afghan 

. -~ .··~ 
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1(jj 
and Iraqi theatres of war - after ~housand m!!§.s, on the longest carrier 
deployment in recent history,.... you are homeward bound. Some of you will 
see new family members for the first time - 150 babies were born while 
their f.athers were on the )jncoln. Your families are proud of you, an~our 
N~on wiU welcome yo':Y'3~ 

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not r M L t7 
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo,u1/!VJ lee ~ 
spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's father said, "He 
called .us from the cenie of .Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell us he loved us. 
Our son was a soldier very name, every life, is a loss to our military, to 
our Nation, and to lov ones who grieve. There is no homecoming for · 
these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion will comyJlP 

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth 
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you - all in this 
generation of our. military - have taken up the highest calling of history. / 
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harnJ/ 40 
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope - a message that is 
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: "To the captives, 
'Come out,' ... and to those in darkness, 'Be free."' 

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all, 
and may God bless America/@ 

Drafted by: Mike. Gerson,· John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-0168, 2021456-2816 and 2021456-7289 
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