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_ ‘B’HEPRESIQENT HASSEEN
4 30 - <1-03

| Remarks from the USS Abraham L|ncoIn

 May 1, 2003

Draft #11

Sa|Iors of the USS Abraham L|ncoIn and my fellow Amer|cans
‘Major combat operatrons in Irag have ended Our coalition is now engaged
~in‘'securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq, the Un|ted

States and our allies have prevalled ‘ : . : :

Inthis battIe ‘we have fought for the cause of I|berty, and for the

v:.f.peace of the worId Our Nation and.our coalition are proud of this -
~ accomplishment — yet it is you, the members of the United States military,

who achieved it. Your courage — facing danger for your country and for

- each other — made this day possible. Because of you, our Nation is more -

: secure Because of you, the tyrant has faIIen and Irag is free.

’ Operatlon Iraqi Freedom was carr|ed out W|th a comblnatlon of

- precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker.
- Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile

" ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history.
You have shown the worId the skill and m|ght of the Amer|can Armed o
Forces. : SRR : : S

Th|s Nat|on thanks all the members of our coaI|t|on who jomed |n a.
noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom, =
Australia, and Poland; who shared in the hardshlps of war. We: thank all
~ the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the I|berat|on of
their own country. And tonight, | have a special word for Secretary ,

-~ Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear
- the uniform of the United Statesv' America is grateful for a job weII' d0ne. '

The character of our military through history — the daring of
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and |deaI|sm that
turned enemies into allies — is fully present in this generation. When Iraqi
_ civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw
- strength, and kindness, and good will. When | look at the members of the
United States military, | see the best of our country, and | am honored to be
vour Commander in Ch|ef . >




In the images of falhng statues we have wrtnessed the arrival of a

- new era. For a hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age,

“military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an
- ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied
~ Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict
were safe until the final days. Military power was used to end a regime by
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by
breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and
precision weapons, we can achieve military objectlves without directing
violence against civilians. No device of man can remove the tragedy from
~‘war. Yetitis a great moral advance when the qurltv have far more to fear

o from warthan the innocent.

“Inthei |mages of celebrating Iraqis, we have also seen the ageless ,
~appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make
. the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own enslavement.
'Men and women:in every culture need liberty like they need food, and
~water, and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanlty rejoices. And
.everywhere that freedom strrs let tvrants fear. - » .

We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of' o

. “that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders = -

" of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have

- begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already
* know of hundreds of sites that must be investigated. We are helping to=

.. ~-rebuild Iraq, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hosprtals‘ﬂ
s ,_and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new leaders of Iraq o
" as they establish a government of, by, and for the Iraqgi people. The -

" transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every

. effort. Our coalition will stay until our work i is done. Then we will leave —

~and we will leave behlnd a free Iraq.

, The Battle of Iraq is one vrctory in a war on terror that began on
. September 11™, 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men .

B  —the shock troops of a hateful ideology — gave America and the civilized

world a glimpse of their ambitions. They imagined, in the words of one
terrorist, that September 11" would be the “beginning of the end of |
" America.” By seeking to turn our cities into killing fields, terrorists and their




_allies believed they couId destroy this Nation S resolve and force our
: retreat from the world. They have falled '

In the Battle of Afghanistan, we destroyed the Taliban, the terrorists,
~and the' camps where terrorists trained. We continue to help the Afghan
people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. Yet.
we also have dangerous work to complete. And as | speak, a special
operations task force, led by the 82" Airborne, is on the trail of terrorists,
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanistan.

From Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of Afr|ca, we are hunting'
~ down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, | pledged that the terrorists
would not escape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight,
nearly one-half of al-Qaida’s senior operatives have been captured or
’k|IIed : : :

The liberation of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campaign against
terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of
terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain
~ weapons of mass destruction from the Iraqi reglme because that regime is
no more. : : Co :

In these 19 months that changed 'the vvorId our actions have been

i focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not

forgotten the victims of September 11" — the last phone calls, the cold-
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the
terrorists and their supporters declared war on the United States And war
is what thev got. :

Our war against terror is proceedlng accord|ng to prrncrples that |-
have made clear to all: ,

~ Any person involved in committing or planning terrorist attacks
against the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a
target of American justice. :

- Any person, organization or government that supports protects, or
harbors terrorists is complicit in the murder of the innocent, and equally
: gunty of terrorist crimes. : ‘




Any outlaw regime that has'ties to terrorist groups and seeks or‘ -
possesses weapons of mass destructron isa grave danger to the CIVI|Ized
~ world, and will be confronted. ~ :

_ ‘And anyone in the worI_d,.'inoluding the Arab world, who works and
sacrifices for freedom has a loyal friend in the United States.

s _‘Ourc_omrnitment to liberty is America’s tradition — declared at our . |
founding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms ... asserted in
- the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan’s challenge to an evil empire. -

" We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraqg, and in a peaceful

Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the
appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way
‘to hope. American values, and American interests, lead in the same ‘
- direction: We stand for human Ilbertv - |

The United States upholds these pnncrples of securlty and freedom in
many ways — with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence,
and finance. We are working with a broad coalition of nations that |
understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet it. The use of
force has been, and remains, our last resort. Yet all can know, friend and
~ foe alike, that our Nation has a mission: We will answer threats to our
securlty, and we WI|| defend the peace. .

This mission contlnues Al- Qalda is wounded not destroyed The
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we
- 'know from daily intelligence that they continue to plot against free people
- The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious danger. The
‘enemiés of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our government has -
taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland — and we erI
‘contmue to hunt down the enemv before he can strrke ‘

_ The war on terror is not over, yet it is not vendless. We do not know
~ the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of |

~ the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter the|r ’
fate Their cause is lost. Free nat|ons wrlI press on to victory.-

; ‘Othernatlons in h|story.have fought |nvfor,e|gn lands and remained to
- occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than
~ to return home. That s vour‘di‘reCtio’n tonight. - After service in the Afghan




and Iraqi theatres of war — after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier
deployment in recent history — you are homeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while

their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you and your

- Natlon will welcome you.

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not -
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo
~ [mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's
father said, “He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier.” Every name, every life, is a loss to
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There IS NO
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God'’s time, their reunion
will come. . _

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you — all in this
generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm.
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the
captives, ‘Come out,’ ... and to those in darkness- ‘Be free.”

3 . Thank you for serving our country and our cause. Ged bless you all
and may God bless America.

Drafted by:  Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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.’-Admiral Kelly, Captain Card, officers

and sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln,

‘and my fellow Americans: Major combat

operations in Irag have ended. In the Battle

of Irag, the United States and our allies

‘have prevailed. And now our coalition IS
engaged in securing and re‘cohstructing'that |

country.
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~In this battle, we have fought for the

- cause of liberty, and for the peace of the
. Worid.OurNation and our coalition are

- proud of this accomplishment — yet itis you,

~ the members of th“e‘ United Stateé military,

“who achieved it.
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Your courage your wﬂlmgness to face

— made thls daypOSSIbIe Becauseof you

our ! ure Because of you,

the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq is free.
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Operaton "Eraqi Freedom was. carried out

Wuth a eembmation of precnsuon epeed and

| | boidnese the enemy dld not expect and the

Worid hed not seen before From dustant

baees or ehaps at sea, we sent pianes and

Lo cionaieant e

maseales that eould destroy an enemy

dav:eaon or s’mke a smgie bunker




e
s

istoryl You have shown the world the skill
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and might of the American Armed Forces.

Seenc S




6.

We thank theArmedForceS of the Umted

Kingdom,Austraia, afnd Pol‘and whO_

~ shared In the hardshups of Warethank

| ali the szens of Iraq who Weicamed our

tmops and JOmed In the Ilberation @f thear

own Cauntry,




- And mnight, haivea speCi‘aWordfOr |

and for aii the ) wear

the umif@rm of the‘United States: America

s grateful for a job well done.



8 |
The character of our mriltary through

huetory - the darmg of Normandy, H:he fleroe |

| oourege of Ewo Jlma the deoenoy ahd

 idealism that turned enemies into allies — is

fully present in this generation.
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When Iraqi civilians looked into the faces of

our servicemen and women, they saw

strength, and kindness, and good will. /

When I look at the members of the United

EE OB L R o

States military, | see the best of our

country, and | am honored to be your

| Commander in Chief.



10
En the arnages of falllng statues we have |

~

witnessed the arnval of a a new era. For a

on an ever-growng scale.:!n defeating |

Nazi Germany and ampenai Japan Aﬂiied

Forces deetroyed entlre cnttes Whlie enemy

leaders who started the Conflict Were safe

until the final days.
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"o
Miﬁatary p0wer wasused to end a regame by

breakmg a nation Today, we have the

greater power to free a nataon by breakmg a

dangerous and aggressiv;e regime With

" new tactics and precision weapons, we can

RS

‘ ‘achieve military objectives without directing

‘violence against civilians.
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No device of man can remove the

tragedy

" than the innocent.

12
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In the Emage_s%_of Celeiraqis, we

have also seen the ageiess appeaE of

human ﬁ’eedom Decades of lies and

-imimidation cou!d not makje the !raqi people

!ove thear Oppressors or desnre thear own

ensiaent,
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in every cultu re need -
liberty ke they hee‘, and water, and
air. freedom yarrivfes, |

hu ere that

s
R e

freedom stirs, let tyrants fear.




“have begun the search for hadden Chemncaﬁ |

and bméog cai weapons and a!ready anw |

of hundreds Of sates that wn!ibe

investagated
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we WI” stand wath the new Eeaders of Iraq

as f_they estabiis:h a govemment of, by, and

for the Iraqi people.
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democracy will take time, but it is worth
every effort] Our coalition will stay until our

work is dcne.Then we will leave — and we

will leave behind a free Iraq.
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vtermriﬁst, that September"l | Wouibe the

destroy thas Natnon s resolve and force our

| retreat from the world. Thev have failed.




20 .
m the Battie of Afghamstan we

rdestroyed the Taiiban many terrerlsts and

the camps Where they tramed We

Contmue to help the Afghan peop!e lay

_roads restore hospltals and educate all of

- thenr chlﬁdre Yet we also have}dangerOUS -

Werk fto compiete
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trail of terrorists, and those who seek to

| 21
And as | speak, a special operations task

SR

force, led by the 82" Airborne, is on the

e

Afghanistan/

finish what e began.

America and our coalition will
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From Pakistan to the Philippines to the

HOrn of Afraca ‘we are hunting dgwn al-

Qaida k !ers ;’Nmeteen months ago |

B e
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We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and

cut off a source of terrorist funding{ And

this much is certain: No terrorist network

R e e
ST ey SRR

will gain weapons of mass destruction from

the Iragi regime, because that regime is no

more.
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~In these 19 months that changed the -

‘world, our actions have been focused, and

deliberate, ',a”kd_épmportionate fo the offense.

We have not forgotten the victims of

September 11" — the last phone calls, the

cold murder of children, the searches in the

| '.rubble fWith those attaCks the terroriets

errd rherr supporters declared War on the

Umted Stetes “And war rs what they qot

24







harbors terrorists is complicit in the murder

of theinno'csent,' and 'e:q‘uayifly guilty of

terrorist crimes.
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- confronted.

~ And anyone in the wor!d mc!udmg the

Arab Wertd whe works and sacriﬂeee for

freedom has a onal fraend in the Umted

States |
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We are eemmutted to freedom in

Pa!estme The advance of freedem IS the

surest strategy to undermme the appea! of

 terror in the world. Where freedem takes

hoidhatred gives way to hope..’

T T S
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‘When freedom takes hold ‘men and women | |

turn fo the peaceful pursuat of a better Elfe

Amerlcan va!ues and Amencan mterests

iead in the same darection We stand for

hUman Eibe;rwg
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principles of security and freedom in many

ways — with all the tools of diplomacy, law

e T

ey

AR

are working with a broad coalition of nations

that understand the threat, and our shared

7 r
SR R g v
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The use of force has been, and remains,

GRS NN

our last resort.| Yet all can know, friend and

4

foe alike, that our Nation has a mission:

o SR

‘We will answer threats to our surity,and

“we will defend the peace.
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The enemies of freedom are not idle, and
neither are we.| Our government has taken

unprecedemed me*asurés to defend the

‘homeland — and we will continue to hunt

down the enemv before h'e'ca?n strike.
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tide No act of the terrorists will change our

purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter

their fate.| Their cause is lost. Free nations

will press on to victory.
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Other nations in history have fought in

foreign lands and remained to occupy and ‘-

exploit.} ns, following a battle, want

‘nthingm\er'e than to return home.

/That is

your directibntoni_qht. |




: of you will see newfamiiy members for the

first time — 150 babies were born while their

fathers were on the Lincoln. | Your families

~are proud of you, and your Nation will

- welcome you.

37



38 |
We are mindful as well that some good

)

Corporal Jason Mileo [mah-le%el-OH], spoke

' to his parents five days beforf‘e;hisdefath.

R s
TR ey




39 R
Every name, every life, is a loss to our

military, to our Nation, and to loved ones

- who grieve.{ There is no homecoming for

SRR

these fami!ieS;Yet we pray, in God’s time,

T -

their
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‘Those we lost were Eas‘t seen on dﬁféuty'.

" Their final act on thls earth vas to fighta

great evri and brmg hberty to others A!i of

you — all in this generation of uiiitary -

have ta ken h

You are defendrng your country, and

pmtectmg the mnocent from harm

40
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- And wherever you go you carry & message |

. isaa “To the Captlves ‘Come out and

to those In darkneSs, ‘Be free.”

Thank you for serving our country and
our Causé. God bless you all, and may God

bless America.
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Sailors of the USS Abfaham Lincoln,

and my fellow Americgns: Major combat

operations in Irag have ended. Our

coalition is now gngaged in securing and

reconstructinhatcountry. In the Battle of

Iraq, the States and our allies have

prevailed.
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ybe of you, our Nation is

more secure

. ecause of you, the tyrant

~has fallen, and Irag is free.
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the skaii and might of erican ed -

For.




breaking a nation. we have the

greater power to free

new tactics and precision weapons, we can

achieve military objectives without directing

R R T e

violence against civilians.
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“No device of man can remove the tragedy

$ advance
. B
e e T

from war.| Yet it is a great ma.

when the quilty have far more to fear from

~war than the innocent.
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investigated.
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the camps where terk

continue to help the Afghan people lay

hospitals, and educate all of

work to complete.
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And as | speak a specnal operations task

force led by the 82”d Aurbome is on the

| traai of terrorasts and those Who seek to

| undermme the free govemment of

| Afghamstan
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/ American values, apid American interests,

#

lead in the sam

e/direction: We stand for

| \ human liberty/
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agams’t fre people The prohferatlon of

deadiy weapons remains a serious danger.
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Sailors of the USS Abraham L|ncoIn and my fellow Amer|cans
Major combat operations in Irag have ended. Our coalition is now engaged
‘in securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq the Un|ted ,
States and our alhes have prevalled ' » .

In this battle we have fought for the'cause of liberty, 'andfor the

o peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this

accomplishment — yet it is you, the members of the United States m|I|tary,
“who achieved it. Your courage — your willingness to face danger for your

country and for each other — made this day possible. Because of you, our
‘Nation is more secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Irag

- free

Operation Iraqi Freedom was. carr|ed out W|th a comb|nat|on of
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world

h ~had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes

and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker. .
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile
ground, in one of the swiftest advances of heavy arms in history. You have.
sh.own the world the skiII..and might of the. Ameri‘can Armed ’Forces

B - This Natron thanks all the members of our coalition who Jolned ina
“noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom,

Australia, and Poland; who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all

. the citizens of Iraq who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of
‘their own ‘country. And tonight, | have a special word for Secretary _
- Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who. wear |
"the uniform of the Un.ited States: America is.qrateful for a iob’WelI done.

o The character of our m|I|tary through history — the darmg of t
A_ Normandy, _the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that
turned enemies into allies — is fully present in this generation. When Iragi
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw
-~ strength, and kindness, and good will. When | look at the members of the
- United States military, | see the best of our country, and | am honored to be
vour Commander in Ch|ef : : , :




In the |mages of falllng statues we have W|tnessed the arrival ofa

"~ newera. Fora hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age,

military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an
ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied
Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the confllct o
were safe until the final days. M|I|tary power was used to end a regime by
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by
. breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and

- precision weapons, we can achieve military objectives without directing
violence against civilians. No device of man can remove the tragedy from
“war. Yetitis a great advance when the qu1ltv have far more to fear from -
war than the |nnocent L : T "

, ' In the | |mages of ceIebratlng Iraqis, we have also seen the ageless '
appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make

the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own enslavement.

Men and women in every culture need liberty I|ke they need food, and -

water, and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanlty rejomes And

everywhere that freedom StII'S Iet tvrants fear. . :

, We have dlfflcuIt work to do in Iraq We are brlnglng order to parts of
that countrythat remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders -
of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have

‘begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already

‘know of hundreds of sites that will be investigated. We are helping to

rebuild Irag, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hospitals -

and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new leaders of Iraq-
as they establish a government of, by; and for the Iraqi people. The .
~transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every
effort. Our coalition will stay until our work is done Then we will Ieave -

8 and we WI|| Ieave behind a free lraq.

, The Battle of Iraq is one vrctory in awar on terror that began on
September 11",
- —the shock troops of a hateful ideology — gave America and the civilized
: worId a glimpse of their ambitions. - They imagined, in the words of one

- terrorist, that September 11" would be the “beginning of the end of

o ‘Amerlca By seeklng to turn our cntles |nto k|II|ng f|eIds terrorlsts and the|r :

2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men ‘>



allies believed they could destroy th|s Nat|on S resolve and force our
retreat from the world. They have failed. ' .

. In the Battle of Afghanlstan we destroyed the Taliban, many

~ terrorists, and the camps where they trained. We continue to help the
Afghan people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children.
Yet we also have dangerous work to complete. And as | speak, a special
operations task force, led by the 82™ Airborne, is on the trail of terrorists,
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanistan.
America and our coaIition wiII finish what we began. :

. From Pakistan to the Phlhpplnes to the Horn of Afrlca we are huntrng
down al-Qaida killers. Nineteen months ago, | pledged that the terrorists

“would not escape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight,

nearly one-half of aI Qaida’ s senior operatlves have been captured or

o k|IIed

The liberation of Iraq is a crucral advance in the campalgn agalnst
terror. We have removed an ally of al- Qaida, and cut off a source of
terrorist funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain
~weapons of mass destructron from the Iraqi reglme because that remme is

no more.

ln thesev19. months that changed the world, our actions have been
focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not
~ forgotten the victims of September 11" — the last phone calls, the cold
murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the
terrorists and their supporters decIared war on the Un|ted States. And war
is what they qot ’ :

Our war agalnst terror is proceedlng accordrng to pnncrples that|

| have made clear to all:

| Any person |nvo|ved in commlttlng or pIannlng terrorlst attacks
" against the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a
. target of Amerlcan Justlce : : :

, Any person organrzatlon or government that supports protects or -
harbors terrorists is complicit in the murder of the innocent, and equaIIy
gunlty of terrorlst crimes. :



Any outlaw regime that has ties to terror|st groups, and seeks or
possesses weapons of mass destructlon isa grave danger to the CIV|I|zed‘ _
‘ worId and will be confronted -

~ And anyone in the world, |nclud|ng the Arab world, who works and o
-sacrifices for freedom has a loyal fr|end |n the Unlted States

o Our; commitment to I|berty |sAmer|oa s tradrtlon — declared at our

founding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms ... asserted in .
the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan’s challenge to an evil empire.
We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful
‘Palestine. The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the
appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way
to hope. When freedom takes hold, men -and women turn to the peaceful -
pursuit of a better life. American vaIues and American interests, lead in
the same direction: We stand for human hberty

The United _States upholds these prlnc:|ples of se‘curity and freedom in
- ~many ways — with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence,
and finance. We are worklng with a broad coalition of nations that

- - understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet.it: The use of

force has been, and remains, our last resort Yet all can know, friend and
foe alike, that our Nation has a mission: We will answer threats to our -

- ?seourlty, and we WI|| defend the peace

, “QOur mission oontlnues Al- Qalda is wounded not destroyed The
~scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we
_know from daily intelligence that they continue to plot against free people.

- The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious danger. The

enemies of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our government has

‘taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland — and we will -
~ continue to hunt down the enemy before he can strlke

The war on terror is not over yet it is not endless. We do not know _
‘the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of |
the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter the|r
- fate. Their oause is Iost Free nat|ons WI|| press on to V|ctorv :




Other nations in history have fought in foreign lands and remained to
occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than
to return home. That is your direction tonight. After service in the Afghan
and Iraqi theatres of war — after 100 thousand miles, on the longest carrier

_deployment in recent history — you are homeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while -
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your
Nation will welcome you. :

-We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason’s
father said, “He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier.” Every name, every life, is a loss to
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no
‘homecoming for these famlires Yet we pray, in God s tlme their reunion
will come.

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you — all in this
generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm.
- And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. - In the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the
captives, ‘Come’ out, ... and to those in darkness, ‘Be free.”

Thank you for servrng our country and our cause God bless you all,
‘and may God bIess Amerrca :

Drafted by: - Mike Gerson, Johr; McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting
L Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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‘Sailors of the USS Abraham Lincoln, and my fellow Americans:’
Major combat operations.in Irag have ended Our coalition is now engaged
in securing and reconstructing that country. In the Battle of Iraq, the Un|ted
States and our allles have prevalled ' : :

In th|s battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the

~ peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this
accomplishment — yet it is you, the members of the United States military,
who achieved it. Your courage — facing danger for your country and for
each other — made this day possible. Because of you, our Nation is more
secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and lrag is free.

Operatlon Iraql Freedom was carrled out W|th a combination of
precision, speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes
- and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strike a single bunker.
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile
ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history.

You have shown the world the skill and might of the American Armed -
Forces

This Nation thanks all the members of our coalition who joined in a
noble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom,
Australia, and Poland, who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all
the citizens of Irag who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of
their own country. And tonight, | have a special word for Secretary
Rumsfeld, for General Franks, and for all the men and women who wear
the uniform of the United States: America is grateful for a job well done.

The character of our military through history — the daring of -
Normandy, the fierce courage of lwo Jima, the decency and idealism that:
turned enemies into allies — is fully present in this generation. ‘When Iraqi
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and women, they saw
strength, and kindness, and good will. When | look at the members of the
United States military, | see the best of our country, and |'am honored to be
your Commander in Chief.
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and Iraqi theatres of war — aftér 100 thousand.miles, on the longest carrier
deployment in recent history — you are homeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while
their fathers were on the Lincoln. Your families are proud of you, and your

Nation will welcome you.

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not
making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo
[mah-lee-OH], spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason’s
father said, “He called us from the center of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell
us he loved us. Our son was a soldier.” Every name, every life, is a loss to -
our military, to our Nation, and to loved ones who grieve. There is no
homecoming for these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion
will come. ‘

Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
~was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you —all in this
- © generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
‘You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm.
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the
captives, ‘Come out,’ ... and to those in darkness, ‘Be free.”

Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all,
and may God bless America.

Drafted by:  Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwriting
Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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'Remarks from the USS Abraham Lrncoln '.

“May 1, 2003 : L
Draft #11 o
, o,

/ Sailors of the USS Abraham meoln angd my fellow Amerlcans S

V_’M@r combat operations in Iw ‘Our coalition is now engaged

in securing and reconstructing that country. 4n the Battle of Iraq, the United . -

MState,s and our allies have prevailedy N ' —

~ In this battle, we have fought for the cause of liberty, and for the
peace of the world. Our Nation and our coalition are proud of this
accomplishment — yet it is you, the members of the United States military, -
who achieved it. Your courage — facing danger for your country and for

3 o ~/each other — made this day possible. Because of you, our Natign is more
~ n/ secure. Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Irag !5 Igee/jg

Operation Iragi Freedom was carried out with a combination of
precrsron speed, and boldness the enemy did not expect, and the world
had not seen before. From distant bases or ships at sea, we sent planes
and missiles that could destroy an enemy division, or strlke a single bunker y
Marines and soldiers charged to Baghdad across 350 miles of hostile =
ground, in one of the swiftest mass advances of heavy arms in history.
You have shown the world the skill and mlght of the American Armed

Forcey//

~ This Nation thanks all the members of our coalltlon who joined ina
?ble cause. We thank the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom,
Australia, and Poland, who shared in the hardships of war. We thank all
' he citizens of lr'?/who welcomed our troops and joined in the liberation of

their own count éAnd tonight, | have a special word for Secretary _
umsfeld, for Gé€neral Franks, angl for all the men and women who we
the unlform of the United States: Amerrca is grateful for a job well done/7

- The character of our m|I|tary th.rough hlstory —the darmg of
Normandy, the fierce courage of Iwo Jima, the decency and idgalism that
“turned enemies into allies — is fully present in thisgeneratio%When Iraqi
civilians looked into the faces of our servicemen and womerf, they saw
strength, and kindness, and good Wi n | look at the membersrof the
nited States military, | see th best of our- ountry, and | am honoréd to be
your Commander in Ch_e/ | o T T




“Inthei images of faII|ng statues, we have witnessed the arrival of a
new era. For a hundred years of war, culminating in the nuclear age,
military technology was designed and deployed to inflict casualties on an

~ever-growing scale. In defeating Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, Allied
- Forces destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who started the conflict
were safe until the final daysg, Military power was used to end a regime by
breaking a nation. Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by
- breaking a dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and

' precision weapons, we can achieve military objectives without directing

B violence against civilians /Mo device of man can remove the tragedy from
/dar Yet it is a great moral advance when the gunty have far more to fear

from war than the innocent /o

In the images of celebrating Iragis, we have also seen the ageless
\/appeal of human freedom. Decades of lies and intimidation could not make -
the Iraqi people love their oppressors or desire their own ensIavemen?_/nlg

Men.and women in every culture need liberty like they need food, an
y(er and air. Everywhere that freedom arrives, humanity rejoices. And

everywhere that freedom stirs, _I_e_t_txra,nis_f_eayW

, We have difficult work to do in Irag. We are bringing order to parts of
that country that remain dangerous. We are pursuing and finding leaders
- of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes. We have
- begun the search for hidden chemical and biological weapons, and already
know of hundreds of sites that must be investigateg;¢We are helping to ,
rebuild Irag, where the dictator built palaces for himself, instead of hospltals
and schools for the people. And we will stand with the new. |eaders of Iraq .
as they establish a government of, by, and for t
~ transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but |t'|s worth every
ort. Our coalition will stay until our work is done. Then we will Ieave -
and we will leave behind a free Ira% ‘ :
7

" The Battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on terror that began on
September 11", 2001, and still goes on. That terrible morning, 19 evil men
— the shock troops of a hateful ideglogy — gave America and the civilized
world a glimpse of their ambitions, gThey imagined, in the words of one
“terrorist, that September 11" wolld be the “beginning of the end of
America.” By seeking to turn our cities into killing fields, terrorists and their



allies beI|eved they could destroy this Nation’s resolve and force our
retreat from the world. They have fallec],ﬁQ o

In the Battle of"Afghanlstan, we de troyed the Taliban, the terrorists,
and the camps where terrorists trainedzd/Ve continue to help the Afghan
people lay roads, restore hospitals, and educate all of their children. Yet -

we also have dangerous work to complete. And as | speak, a special
operations task force, led by the 82" Airborne, is on the trail of terrorist
and those who seek to undermine the free government of Afghanistay@

From Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of Africa, we are hunting |

Jown al-Qaida killers.  Nineteen months ago, | pledged that the terrorists

ape the patient justice of the United States. As of tonight,
f al-Qaida’s senior operatives have been captured_ or:

The Ilberatlon of Iraq is a crucial advance in the campalgn agalnst '
terror. We have removed an ally of al-Qaida, and cut off a source of
terrorlst funding. And this much is certain: No terrorist network will gain

eapons of mass destructlon from the Iraqi reglme because that regime is -

no -more. Qg

In these 19 months that changed the worId our act|ons have been
focused, and deliberate, and proportionate to the offense. We have not
forgotten the victims of September 11" — the last phone calls, the cold
‘murder of children, the searches in the rubble. With those attacks, the

- terrorists and theiy, supporters declared war on the United States. And war
flswhattheygo QL/ ST ol fel }
Our war against terror is proceedlng accordlng to principles that |
have made clear to all: , , .

_ Any person involved in commlttlng or pIanning terrorlst attacks
against the American people becomes an enemy of this country, and a
target of American Justlce; Lo '

- Any person organlzatlon or government that supports protects, or
‘harbors terrorists is compligit in the murder of the |nnocent and equaHy
- 'gunty of terrorlst crlme% ; : .
20




"~ Any outlaw regime that has ties to terrorist Qroups,_and seeks or
possesses weapons of mass_destruction, is a grave danger to the civilized
- world, and will be confronted&éj R o ,

- And anyone in the world, tncluding the Arab world, Who orks and
sacrifices for freedom has a loyal friend in the United States /) )

/- Our commitment to liberty is America’s tradition — declared at our -
.F ounding ... affirmed in Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms ... asserted in
the Truman Doctrine, and in Ronald Reagan’s challenge to an eV|I emp|r/;}3 '
- We are committed to freedom in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and in a peaceful
' Palestine The advanCe of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the

The United States upholds these prlnC|pIes of security and freedom in
many ways — with all the tools of diplomacy, law enforcement, intelligence,
~and finance. We are working with a broad coalition of nations that
, understand the threat, and our shared responsibility to meet iﬁhe use of
- force has been, and remains, our last resort. Yet all can know; friend and
| /foealike, that our Nation has a mission: j\le will answer threats to our '

security, %déwe will defend the peace.

| This mission continues. Al- Qaida | is wounded not destroyed. The
scattered cells of the terrorist network still operate in many nations, and we
know from daily intelligence that they continue to plot against fr;e people.

- The proliferation of deadly weapons remains a serious dange he
enemies of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. Our gov&fnment has
" /taken unprecedented measures to defend the homeland — we will
~ / continue to hunt down the enemy before he can strike. 7 |

~ The war on terror is not over, yet it is not endless. We do not know
" the day of final victory, but we have seen the turning of the tide. No act of
~ the terrorists will change our purpose, or weaken our resolve, or alter their -
fate. The|r cause is Iost Free nations wnll press on to wcto%

~ Other natlons in hlstory have fought in foreign lands and remained to
~occupy and exploit. Americans, following a battle, want nothing more than
- toreturn home That is your direction tonight/ After service in the Afghan




: / 7
and Iraqi theatres of war — after ‘&Z@thousand miles, on the longest carrier
deployment in recent history — you aré iomeward bound. Some of you will
see new family members for the first time — 150 babies were born while
their fathers were on the Ljncoln. Your families are proud of you, an%our
Nation will welcome yo! 3(} : _ -

e

We are mindful as well that some good men and women are not
~ making the journey home. One of those who fell, Corporal Jason Mileo,D”d/) /ﬁf Cﬁ
~ spoke to his parents five days before his death. Jason's father said, “He

called us from the centey of Baghdad, not to brag, but to tell us he loved us.
Our son was a soldie@very name, every life, is a loss to our military, to
our Nation, and to lov&d’ones who grieve. There is no homecoming for
these families. Yet we pray, in God's time, their reunion will come

‘Those we lost were last seen on duty. Their final act on this earth
was to fight a great evil, and bring liberty to others. All of you — all in this
‘generation of our military — have taken up the highest calling of history.
You are defending your country, and protecting the innocent from harm
And wherever you go, you carry a message of hope — a message that is
ancient, and ever new. In the words of the prophet Isaiah: “To the captives,
‘Come out,” ... and to those in darkness, ‘Be free.™ '

| Thank you for serving our country and our cause. God bless you all,
and may God bless America/j ' . '
Drafted by: M/‘ke‘Gerson, ‘John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Office of Speechwritiﬁg

Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289
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