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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

March 8, 1990

Dr. Elias T. Saadi
Ohio Heart Institute
1001 Belmont Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44504

Dear Dr. Saadi:

Thank you for your letter of February 7 to President
Bush regarding U.S. policy toward Lebanon. I have been
asked to respond on the President's behalf.

At the outset, I would like to reiterate that our
policy toward Lebanon has not changed. The United States
supports the unity, sovereignty, and territorial integrity
of Lebanon. We also support the withdrawal of all foreign
forces from Lebanon, and the end of all armed militias.

We believe that the best way to achieve these goals is the
extension of President Hrawi's authority throughout
Lebanon and the implementation of the Taif Accord. We see
Taif not as a perfect or final solution, but as the agreed
beginning of a process that can lead to peaceful
reconciliation and the withdrawal of foreign forces.

The United States has consistently called for the
withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon: Syrian,
Israeli, and Iranian. We have asked the Syrian government
to support President Hrawi through such actions as a
first-stage withdrawal of its troops from some areas of
Lebanon. We have worked actively with our European allies
and Arab friends to push all sides in Lebanon toward a
peaceful resolution. President Bush and Secretary Baker
have discussed Lebanon regularly with their Soviet
counterparts. We believe that the Soviets have been
helpful on Lebanon, and we share many common views on the
outcome desired.

We do not believe, however, that sending a U.S.
special envoy to Lebanon would be a productive strategy at
this time. Any new U.S. unilateral initiative would
detract from the ongoing efforts of the Arab League to
reach a solution -- efforts that the U.S. Government has
strongly encouraged -- and efforts which brought forth the
Taif Accord.

We do not believe that an envoy should negotiate
between Elias Hrawi, the legitimately elected President of
Lebanon, and General Aoun, who has up to now refused to



recognize Hrawi's authority or deal with him. Aoun has
shown no inclination to compromise. His resort to senseless
violence has, in our view, eliminated any chance that he can
play a positive role in Lebanon's future.

Without a reasonable possibility of success -- which we
do not believe exists -- a U.S. special envoy to Lebanon
would only further complicate the situation. I should add
that we have every intention of sending Ambassador McCarthy
and his staff back to Lebanon just as soon as the security
situation permits and the Embassy can operate effectively.
In the meantime, we are in frequent contact with President
Hrawi with a view to giving him our full support.

We understand the concern of Americans, and especially
the American Task Force for Lebanon, about the current
situation in Lebanon. We share that concern and the
frustration that fifteen years of suffering have not brought
resolution of Lebanon's tragedy. I assure you that this
administration has not abandoned Lebanon and is working
actively to bring about a peaceful resolution to the
conflict there.

Sincerely yours,

*’;Tohn H. Kelly |

Assistant Secretary of State for
Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs
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February 7, 1990

President George Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Senator Bob Dole gave a speech at the American Task Force for Lebanon
dinner in Los Angeles, California on February 3, 1990, which I emphatically
endorse. He demands that our government take forthright and decisive
action on Lebanon now!

As the world's greatest democracy and most compassionate people, we can
no longer neglect Lebanon and stand by while it self-destructs under
the brutal occupation and domination by foreign forces, particularly
Syria.

There is a fear of failure that pervades our State Department that is
shameful and it appears that some of our foreign policy toward Lebanon
is being conducted on personal pique. This is an abdication of our
international responsibilities. Lebanon should not be a peripheral
annoyance to the intractability of the Israeli-Palestinian peace effort.
Indeed, I propose that immediate and courageous action in Lebanon is
more likely to produce fruitful overall momentum for Middle East peace
than anywhere else.

Middle East peace efforts will be hastened if we can: (1) effect serious
unification of all factions in Lebanon and the withdrawal of Syrian forces;
(2) reconstruct a wunified national Lebanese army that will prevent
terrorist incursions from Southern Lebanon thus eliminating the need
for Israeli occupation and (3) have that Lebanese army neutralize the
terrorist groups in Lebanon that are a source of much of the terrorism
in the world.

Please direct our State Department to follow Senator Dole's clear and
well thought out recommendations. Furthermore, I ask that they be
instructed to stop the constant negative rhetoric against the leadership
of the Lebanese army, that army which 1is trained by and owes so much
to the United States. It 1is humiliating and demoralizing. Humanity,
conscience, compassion, and 2.5 million Lebanese Americans demand that
decisive action be taken immediately.

We who are your avid supporters are looking for the decisive leadership
that you have promised us on several occasions in regard to Lebanon.
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Elias T. Saadi, M.D.
Executive Committee
American Task Force for Lebanon

1001 Belmont Avenue Youngstown, Ohio 44504 Phone: (216) 747-6446



