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May 1, 1989

Dear Norm:

On the President's behalf, I would like to thank you for

your April 20 letter regarding the situation in the Middle
East.

We appreciate having the benefit of your thoughts regarding
peace in that region and have taken the liberty of sharing
your comments with the President's key advisers in this
area. I am sure that your concerns will receive their close
attention, and I have suggested that they provide you with
additional comments in the near future.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Norman F. Lent
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:KRJ:

cc: w/copy of inc to Janet Mullins, cong affrs, State - for
DIRECT response
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Honorable George Bush
Office of the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Shamir's recent visit to
Washington has focused new attention on U.S. efforts to promote
peace in the Middle East. The Administration's expressed support
for holding elections on the West Bank and in Gaza as a means of
identifying responsible negotiating partners is a promising step
toward that goal. Egyptian President Mubarak's and Jordan's King
Hussein's endorsement of your diplomatic entreaties offer a new
glimmer of hope as well. As a long-time friend of Israel in the
United States Congress, I appreciate your continued commitment to

maintaining the lasting bonds that tie our two democratic nations
together.

However, in light of recent incidents, I urge you to
reevaluate the Administration's decision to conduct "substantive
dialogue" with the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). 1In
his speech before the United Nations, PLO leader Yassir Arafat
boldly renounced terrorism, a claim warmly embraced as truth by
the pro-Arab council. Mr. Arafat made this claim despite the
PLO's 25-year history of waging guerilla warfare, hijackings, and
bloody violence against innocent people -- what they call
legitimate forms of resistance, not terrorism. But in view of
this record, and more recent events, I believe it would be

prudent to adhere to the old adage "actions speak louder than
words."

Over the past several months, terrorist attacks have
occurred at the Israel-Lebanon border. Fortunately, they have
been foiled in time to prevent further bloodshed. Yet Arafat has
failed to publicly condemn such barbarism against innocent
civilians. Even more disturbing are his threats of violence
against any West Bank Palestinian who negotiates with the Israeli
government. These actions belie his "no terrorism" pledge.
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Arafat may claim that he cannot be held responsible for the
actions of other groups. But the burden is on him to convince
his Arab supporters to follow his lead. If he cannot
demonstrate that he is the true leader of the Palestinian people,

U.S. officials must ask whether Arafat can deliver on any of his
promises.

Furthermore, no change in semantics can hide the truth that
the PLO's covenant is still committed to the armed struggle and
destruction of Israel. If the PLO and Arafat are sincere,
changes in the Palestine National Charter should be made
acknowledging Israel's right to exist in peace and security.

For 40 years, Israel has struggled against mighty odds to
protect her security and very survival against hostile Arab
nations. 1In fact, the threat to Israel's security today may be
greater than ever. The Saudis are helping to re-build Iraq's
nuclear reactor, Syria has acquired Soviet missiles and Libya is
allegedly producing dangerous chemical weapons.

We should not allow our burning desire for peace and
weariness from the tension and constant struggle in the Middle
East to blind us to the reality of Israel's difficult situation.
For all our good intentions, we must not pressure or harass her

into making mortally dangerous concessions that could jeopardize
the future of the Jewish state.

With U.S. support, the peace process may continue to move
forward one small step at a time. However slowly it moves, we
must be patient and reaffirm our commitment to our democratic

ally, Israel, every step of the way. For no agreement can truly

guarantee peace that does not guarantee Israel's independence and
security.

fincerely,

[T RN 6;T T

NORMAN F. LENT
Member of Congress

NFL:st
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United States Department of State

p ,,,w«?) Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Lent:

Thank you for your letter to President Bush of April 20,
1989, sharing your thoughts on developments in the Middle
East. The President has asked me to reply on his behalf.

The United States remains firmly committed to pursuing a
comprehensive -peace in the Middle East. Our policy is founded
on unchanging principles: peace is only achievable through
direct negotiations based on U.N. Security Council resolutions
242 and 338; any settlement must provide for the security of
all states in the region and for the legitimate political
rights of the Palestinian people.

On December 14, Yasser Arafat, speaking in Geneva as
Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, accepted UN
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, recognized Israel's
right to exist, and renounced terrorism. This represented a
positive change in PLO positions, fulfilling longstanding U.S.
conditions for the start of a substantive dialogue with that
organization. 1In keeping with our oft-stated intention to open
a dialogue if our conditions were met, the U.S. Ambassador in
Tunis met with PLO representatives for the first time on
December 16.

Our dialogue with the PLO is not an end in itself. We
view the dialogue as one more step toward the beginning of
direct negotiations among the parties in the region, which
alone can lead to peace. Nor does the start of a dialogue
imply U.S. acceptance of an independent Palestinian state. The
final status of the West Bank and Gaza must be determined in
negotiations, not through unilateral acts by either side.

The firm U.S. stance against terrorism is not affected by
our decision to open a dialogue with the PLO. On the contrary,
we will use the dialogue to stress that there can be no return
to terrorism by the PLO anywhere. You specifically mention
cross-border attempts undertaken by certain Palestinian groups

The Honorable
Norman F. Lent,
House of Representatives.
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into Israel from south Lebanon. We do not condone this type of
activity, and view such attempted incursions with serious
concern. When the PLO renounced terrorism last December, we
assumed Mr. Arafat spoke in the name of PLO's Executive
Committee and its constituent groups, and that the PLO would
exercise control over these constituent groups. We recognized
from the beg1nn1ng that some groups and factions, particularly
those based in Damascus, were opposed to the positive evolution
in PLO attitudes toward Israel and would be trying to undermine
the U.S.-PLO dialogue and block movement in the peace process.
Nonetheless, if the PLO leadership cannot or will not exercise
such control, it raises questions regarding commitments that
might be undertaken in the name of the PLO, a point we have
stressed to the PLO. Secretary Baker addressed this issue when
he said that attacks of this nature are contrary to the
peaceful objectives of our dialogue.

Concerning alleged PLO threats of violence against West
Bank Palestinians, we are distressed at the violence and feel
it injects tension into an already volatile situation. Indeed,
we are alarmed by the generally rising tide of violence and are
shocked by the increasing human toll in the West Bank and
Gaza. Confrontations between the IDF and Palestinians have
caused many deaths. As you point out, Palestinians have been.
killed by other Palestinians during the intifada. All these
actions frustrate the search for peace. We have strongly urged
that all sides exercise restraint so violent actions can be
replaced with a climate conducive to political dialogue.

The U.S. commitment to Israel's survival and security
remains unshakable. It is one of the fundamental bases of our
approach to Arab-Israeli peace making. We believe Israel must
remain strong, and we will not allow any party to drive a wedge
between us. We believe Israel's security can best be achieved
and guaranteed over the long term in the context of a
comprehensive peace.

All parties have a responsibility to contribute to
adbanc1ng the peace process. I can assure you that the U.S.
“will continue actlvely to pursue the search for peace in the
Middle East.

Sincerely,

Janet G. Mulliins
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs
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May 1, 1989

Dear Norm:

On the President's behalf, I would like to thank you for
your April 20 letter regarding the situation in the Middle
East.

We appreciate having the benefit of your thoughts regarding
peace in that region and have taken the liberty of sharing
your comments with the President's key advisers in this
area. I am sure that your concerns will receive their close
attention, and I have suggested that they provide you with
additional comments in the near future.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Norman F. Lent
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:KRJ:

cc: w/copy of inc to Janet Mullins, cong affrs, State - for
DIRECT response
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Honorable George Bush
Office of the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

P L ALL

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Shamii? ssrecgefiE=vigit to
Washington has focused new attention on U.S. efforts to promote
peace in the Middle East. The Administration's expressed support
for holding elections on the West Bank and in Gaza as a means of
identifying responsible negotiating partners is a promising step
toward that goal. Egyptian President Mubarak's and Jordan's King
Hussein's endorsement of your diplomatic entreaties offer a new
glimmer of hope as well. As a long-time friend of Israel in the
United States Congress, I appreciate your continued commitment to

maintaining the lasting bonds that tie our two democratic nations
together.

However, in light of recent incidents, I urge you to
reevaluate the Administration's decision to conduct "substantive
dialogue" with the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). 1In
his speech before the United Nations, PLO leader Yassir Arafat
boldly renounced terrorism, a claim warmly embraced as truth by
the pro-Arab council. Mr. Arafat made this claim despite the
PLO's 25-year history of waging guerilla warfare, hijackings, and
bloody violence against innocent people -- what they call
legitimate forms of resistance, not terrorism. But in view of
this record, and more recent events, I believe it would be

prudent to adhere to the old adage "actions speak louder than
words."

Over the past several months, terrorist attacks have
occurred at the Israel-Lebanon border. Fortunately, they have
been foiled in time to prevent further bloodshed. Yet Arafat has
failed to publicly condemn such barbarism against innocent
civilians. Even more disturbing are his threats of violence
against any West Bank Palestinian who negotiates with the Israeli
government. These actions belie his "no terrorism" pledge.
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Arafat may claim that he cannot be held responsible for the
actions of other groups. But the burden is on him to convince
his Arab supporters to follow his lead. If he cannot
demonstrate that he is the true leader of the Palestinian people,

U.S. officials must ask whether Arafat can deliver on any of his
promises.

Furthermore, no change in semantics can hide the truth that
the PLO's covenant is still committed to the armed struggle and
destruction of Israel. If the PLO and Arafat are sincere,
changes in the Palestine National Charter should be made
acknowledging Israel's right to exist in peace and security.

For 40 years, Israel has struggled against mighty odds to
protect her security and very survival against hostile Arab
nations. 1In fact, the threat to Israel's security today may be
greater than ever. The Saudis are helping to re-build Iraq's
nuclear reactor, Syria has acquired Soviet missiles and Libya is
allegedly producing dangerous chemical weapons.

We should not allow our burning desire for peace and
weariness from the tension and constant struggle in the Middle
East to blind us to the reality of Israel's difficult situation.
For all our good intentions, we must not pressure or harass her

into making mortally dangerous concessions that could jeopardize
the future of the Jewish state.

With U.S. support, the peace process may continue to move
forward one small step at a time. However slowly it moves, we
must be patient and reaffirm our commitment to our democratic
ally, Israel, every step of the way. For no agreement can truly

guarantee peace that does not guarantee Israel's independence and
security.

incerely,

NORMAN F. LENT
J ) h t
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