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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
ANAHETIM, CALIFORNIA
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1991

Thank you. It is a great pleasure to Wi ; be

a.part of the 41st annual Association of Christian Schools
quv\d ”Qe
International Convention. / I especially want toNEEank your

JRV IR v

seven-thousand teachers and administrators fthe—35;,666—other
——teacheérs and adminstratorS‘whefagll see this event by videotape /

and the parents of the 533,000 students enrolled in ACSI schools.

/ You are all the true heroes of American education. // Lgd;G'Lk

—Let _me take a few moments to salute how your schools|have

>

enTichedt—2&mericats—chHildremr. // For more than 200 years ysuL have
shown that America is special because of God. Aeecording—to—exery

——survey, Aferica is the most religious Natiomomearth. // Just

as faith can move mountains, the American Character has mountains

of faith. / While no country can claim a special place in God's
heart, we are better as a people because he has a place in ours.
/! |

Listen to Thomas Jefferson: "The God who gave us life, gave
us liberty at the same time." / Or Ben Franklin, himself an
educator. He often quoted the 127th Psalm: "Except the ILord
built the house, they labor in vain that build it."™ / And it was
perhaps my favorite President, Dwight Eisenhowe%;e-—be}eved—Ike -

—~— who began his first Inaugural Address with a hand-written
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prayer: "Almighty God, give us, we pray, the power to discern
clearly right from wrong." //
Today, as the largest group of Protestant schools in
. .

America, yeﬂ:éeach right from wrong as your legacy and your life.
// You believe, as I do, that schools can nurture values like
ethics, citizenship, mo;é;£2§f self-discipline. Let others talk
of trendy curricula. / We know what counts are verities that

endure -- reading, 1earn1ng, courtesy, kindness. //

We call these\feaeh&ﬁgg the basics. They give students a

foundation -- a way to conduct their lives -- which opens wide
Qc
the possibilities of tomorrow. / Theyteach t without God's

help, we can do nothing. With God's help, we can do great things
for America, and the world. // ((Perhaps a small b?E)once
expressed this fidelity to faith. "God bless mother and daddy,
my brother and sister," he said. Then, he went on to pray, "And,

oh God, do take care of yourself, because if anything happens to

- N \,U\\./(A&HL‘V.SQ
you we're all sunk.")) // NGt 4_——;>
/ /—
Because I beliewve these words, I suport a Constitutional

Amendment restoringg voluntary prayer to our classrooms. We need

the Faith of our Fathers back in our schools. // I also support
pe '\WR"J‘“‘ //

other aspects of our-edusation—approach. I applaud your

administrators for insisting that Christian schools have a non-

racial discrimination enrollment policy. / We need a Nation of

quality -- not gquotas. // I commend your teachers for their

“—skiIt—and- scholarship. Think of it: For the last quarter-

century, you have produced student achievement scores one full
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year ahead of the national norm. // [I 11 // Finally, here's
to all of you for r;E;;Z%i; that lea ~'q¢ is_impossible without
classromm~discipline -- thaE“—Eﬁaéﬁgzgzzzzggzto—schoo1 to nourish
their minds shouldn't feel—the-need to use their fists. //
All this has helped your schools succeed where often public
schools have failed. // That is why we have introduced our bold

program -- America 2000 -- to promote excellence in education. /47

We believe in schools that are market-oriented and performance-

based -- because it's time to recognize that competition can spur
adagrt T
cholarshi schogls. // We want choice to be extended not

only to private schools and other religious schools as well. //

I thank you for your support of our Tuition Tax Credit and

Education Voucher plans. }ntgﬁﬁ“to/ﬁgg;ote them regardless of

: e ——
demagoguery from groups 1li e NEA. // Aﬁd IYyledge to you) in
r"_\

égi;;Iated matter \Ehat I will not allow the option of religious-

based child care to be reduced or eliminated. // As long as I am
President, liberal special interest groups are nof going to bully
America's good, quiet, decent people who know that political
values without moral values cannot sustain a Nation. //

During the darkest days of the Civil War, a man we revere
not merely for what he did -- but what he was -- was asked
whether'he thought God was on his side. / Said Abraham Lincoln:
"My concern is not whether God is on our side -- but whether we
are on God's side." /

I believe schools like yours are on God's side, and I will

(e¥ protect them -- for America's sake, and our kids'. //
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Thank you for the chance to téfk’é%;h~yoq3 — God bless
America. / Now, I will be delighted to take your questions.

M # # # #



