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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
JANUARY 12, 1993

Thank you Gordon (Mansfield) for that introduction. Talk
about a sea of friendly faces: Evan Kemp. Justin Dart. Sandy
Parrino. Pat Wright. Dick Thornburg. Senator Dole. Tony
Coello. Boyden Gray. Welcome all to the White House.

I heard a little rumor about an award that was going to be
presented today -- and I want to tell you how proud and honored I
feel. An award named after me, presented to me...I won't get
into the existential implications. But I will say, from the
bottom of my heart, thank you.

On the eve of my departure from this great office, it is
only rigﬁt that I meet again with those who shared in one of its

finest moments. The proposal, passage, and signing of the most

comprehensive civil rights bill in the history of this country -

- indeed the history of the world -- the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

ADA's spirit runs deep in the vein of American tradition: a
belief in equal qpportunity, a devotion to individual rights, and
an ethic of inclusion. Resisting the extremes of either
negligence or patronization, this act reflects a conservative way
of helping people -- one that helps others help themselves.

At the beginning of this century, one African-American
bishop described his aspiration for civil rights, saying: "..we

ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our



&
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pathway, and we will throw them off as we run." Today, the 43
million Americans with disabilities have asked, not that their
country do for them, but only that they be allowed to do for
themselves, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challenges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intelligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our economic mainstream so that all
Americans can share in the responsibilities and rewards of hard
work worth doing.

A few c}itics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if
some people's rights were just too expensive. But when you add
together federal, state, local and private funds, it costs almost
$200 billion annually to support our disabled in artificial
isolation. This legislation takes an economic inefficiency, and
reinvents it as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is
greater than any that could be factored in to some government
budget. When we neglect the rights of some, we degrade the
rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum
game -- as if there were only so many rights to go around. Our
founders thought of rights -- not as privileges granted by man,
but as self evident truths ordained by God.

But just as our Constitution pledges equality under the law,
so our conscience demands legal equality -- one that broadens

opportunity, increases access, and gives each citizen a fair shot



3
at the American dream. This legislation does just that -- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.

You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
better regulations and bigger bureaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make good laws, but it
can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish
unkind thoughts. It's up to us to reach out to those Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach them
a better way. Each American shareé a responsibility for a
kinder, gentler America; to follow the example so many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. And may God bless the United States of America.
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| AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES \ 1:55 P.M.
CAPITOL HILTON \ TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1993 -
~ THANK YOU GORDON (MANSFIELD) FOR THAT
INTRODUCTION. TALK ABOUT A SEA OF FRIENDLY
FACES: EvAN Kemp. JusTiIN DarT. Dirck
THORNBURG. PAT WRIGHT. Jupr CHAMBERLAIN.
THOMAS McKEITHAN. DoroTHY Bush Kock.
DR. I. KiNé. SENATOR DoLE. REP. STENY
HovyER. Tony CoeLHo. BoYDEN GRrAY.
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I HEARD A LITTLE RUMOR ABOUT AN AWARD |
THAT WAS GOING TO BE PRESENTED TODAY -- AND I
- WANT TO TELL YOU HOW PROUD AND HONORED I
FEEL. AND TO SAY, FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY
HEART, THANK YOU.



. THE IRONY IS SO MANY PEOPLE HERE TODAY,
BECAUSE OF THEIR DEDICATION AND YES THEIR
HARD WORK THAT LED TO THE PASSAGE OF THE
AMERICAN'S WITH DISABILITIES ACT DESERVE TO
RECEIVE THE HONOR YOU'VE BESTOWED ON ME.

)

-4 -

ON THE EVE OF MY DEPARTURE FROM THIS GREAT
OFFICE, IT IS ONLY RIGHT THAT I MEET AGAIN
WITH THOSE WHO SHARED IN ONE OF ITS FINEST
MOMENTS: THE PROPOSAL, PASSAGE, AND SIGNING

OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL
IN THE HISTORY OF THIS COUNTRY - INDEED

THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD -- THE AMERICANS
WITH DISABILITIES ACT.



ADA’S SPIRIT RUNS DEEP IN THE VEIN OF
AMERICAN TRADITION: A BELIEF IN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY, A DEVOTION TO INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS,
AND AN ETHIC OF INCLUSION. RESISTING THE
EXTREMES OF EITHER NEGLIGENCE OR
PATRONIZATION, THIS ACT REFLECTS

A _CONSERVATIVE WAY OF HELPING PEOPLE =-- ONE
THAT HELPS OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES.

e Ay —=

-6 -
AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS CENTURY, ONE
AFRICAN-AMERICAN BISHOP DESCRIBED HIS
ASPIRATION FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, SAYING: "..WE
ASK NOT THAT OTHERS BEAR OUR BURDEN, BUT DO

NOT OBSTRUCT OUR PATHWAY, AND WE WILL THROW
THEM OFF AS WE RUN."
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IN THE SAME SPIRIT, THE 43 MILLION AMERICANS
WITH DISABILITIES HAVE ASKED, TO PARAPHRASE
PRESIDENT KENNEDY, NOT THAT THEIR COUNTRY DO
FOR THEM, BUT ONLY THAT THEY BE ALLOWED TO DO
FOR THEMSELVES, AND THEREBY, THEIR COUNTRY.

-8 -

I BELIEVE THAT THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES OF
THE NEXT CENTURY CANNOT BE MET WITHOUT THE
ENERGY, INTELLIGENCE, AND INDUSTRY OF EVERY
CITIZEN. ADA BROADENS OUR ECONOMIC
MAINSTREAM SO THAT ALL AMERICANS CAN SHARE IN
THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND REWARDS OF HARD WORK
WORTH DOING.



A FEW CRITICS HAVE COMPLAINED ABOUT THE COST
OF ADA, As IF SOME PEOPLE'S RIGHTS WERE JUST
TOO EXPENSIVE. BUT WHEN YOU ADD TOGETHER
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL AND PRIVATE FUNDS, IT'S
BEEN COSTING ALMOST $200 BILLION ANNUALLY TO
SUPPORT OUR DISABLED IN ARTIFICIAL ISOLATION.

- 10 -
THIS LEGISLATION TAKES AN ECONOMIC
INEFFICIENCY, AND REINVENTS IT AS ENTERPRISE
AND OPPORTUNITY.

INDEED, I BELIEVE THAT THE COST OF
FORGOTTEN CITIZENS IS GREATER THAN ANY THAT
COULD BE FACTORED IN TO SOME GOVERNMENT
BUDGET. WHEN WE NEGLECT THE RIGHTS OF SOME,
WE DEGRADE THE RIGHTS OF ALL.




THE QUEST FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IS NOT SOME ZERO
SUM GAME -- AS IF THERE WERE ONLY SO MANY
RIGHTS TO GO AROUND. OQUR FOUNDERS THOUGHT OF
RIGHTS NOT AS PRIVILEGES GRANTED BY MAN, BUT
AS SELF EVIDENT TRUTHS ORDAINED BY GoD.

- 12 -

But JusT AS OUR CONSTITUTION PLEDGES
EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW, SO WE MUST STRIVE FOR
LEGAL EQUALITY == ONE THAT BROADENS
OPPORTUNITY, INCREASES ACCESS, AND GIVES EACH
CITIZEN A FAIR SHOT AT THE AMERICAN DREAM.
THIS LEGISLATION DOES JUST THAT ~-- NOT BY
SETTING UP NEW INSTITUTIONS, BUT BY TEARING
DOWN OLD WALLS.
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You SEe, I BELIEVE THAT IN THE END, IT WILL

- TAKE MORE THAN BETTER REGULATIONS AND BIGGER

BUREAUCRACIES TO MAKE THIS A LAND OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL. GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE
GOOD LAWS, BUT IT CAN'T MAKE MEN 'Goop. IT
CAN BAN UNFAIR ACTS, BUT IT CAN’'T BANISH
UNKIND THOUGHTS. |

- 14 -

IT'S UP TO US TO REACH OUT TO THOSE AMERICANS
DISABLED BY IGNORANCE OR HANDICAPPED BY
PREJUDICE AND TEACH THEM A BETTER WAY. EACH
AMERICAN SHARES A RESPONéIBILITY FOR A
KINDER, GENTLER AMERICA; TO FOLLOW THE
EXAMPLE SO MANY OF YOU HAVE LED WITH YOUR
LIVES. |
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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR COMING, FOR THIS HONOR.

AND MAY GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.
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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR COMING, FOR THIS HONOR.

AND MAY GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.
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ADA's spirit runs deep in the vein of American tradition: a 1% e
belief in equal opportunity, a devotion to individual rights, and

an ethic of inclusion. Resisting the extremes of either

negligence-or patronization, thissact reflects a conservative way

of helping people -- one that helps others help themselves.

At the beginning of this century, one African-American

bishop described his aspiration for civil rights, saying: "..we



2
ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our
pathway, and we will throw them off as we run." In the same
spirit the 43 million Amerﬁgans with disabilities have asked,
not 4;at their coun&ry do for them, but only that they be allowed
to do for themselves, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challénges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intélligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our ecdnomic mainstream so éhat all
Americans can éhare in the responsibilities and rewards of hard
work worth doing. |

A few critics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if.
some people's rights were just too expensive. But when you add
together federal, state, local and private funds, .it's been
costing almost $200 billipn annually to support our disabled in
artificial isolation. This legislation takes an economic
inefficiency, and réinvents it_as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is
greater'than any that could be factored in to some government
budget. When we neglect the rights of some, we degrade the
rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum
game -- as if there were only so many rights to go around. Our
founders thought of rights not as privileges granted by man, but
as self evident truths ordained by God.

But just as cur Constitution pledges equality under the law,
so we must strive for'legal equality -~ one that broadens

opportunity, increases access, and gives each citizen a fair shot
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at the American dream. This legislation does just that -- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.

You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
betterlregulations and bigger buréaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make good laws, but it
can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish
unkind thoughts. It's up to us to reach out to those Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach them
a better way. Each American shares a responsibility for a
kinder, gentler America; to follow the.example sSo many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. And may God bless the United States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SJANE PR 5/
January 8, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.

THROUGH: DAN MCGROARTY ﬂ§}hcf27

FROM: JENNIFER GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES SPEECH

On Tuesday, January 12th, at approximately 2:00 p.m., you
will deliver brief remarks (5 mins./cards) at the Capital Hilton
to approximately 150 members and guests of the President's
Committee on Employment for People with Disabilities.

Your remarks reflect the inspiration behind ADA ~- a vision

of civil rights and equal opportunity that informs American
democracy.
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The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our
pathway, and we will throw them off as we run."” 1In the same
spirit, the 43 million Americans with disabilities have asked,
not that their country do for them, but only that they be allowed
to do for themselves, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challenges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intelligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our economic mainstream so fhat aii _
Americans can share in the responsibilities and rewards of hard
work worth doing.

A few critics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if
some people's rights were just too expensive. But when you add
together federal, state, local and private funds, it's been
costing almost $200 billion annually to support our disabled in
artificial isolation. This legislation takes an economic
inefficiency, and reiﬁvents it as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is
greater than any that could be factored in to some government
budget. When we neglect the rights of some, we degrade the
rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum
game -- as if there were only so many rights to go around. Our
founders thought of rights not as privileges granted by man, but
as self evident truths ordained by God.

But just as our Constitutigi_pledges equality under the law,
so we must strive for legal equality -- one that broadens

opportunity, increases access, and gives each citizen a fair shot
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at the American dream. This legislation does just that ~- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.

You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
better regulations and bigger bureaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make good laws, but it-
can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish
unkind thoughts. It's up to us to reach out to those Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach theﬁ-
a better way. Each American shares a responsibility for a
kinder, gentler America; to follow the example so many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. And may God bless the United States of America.
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Thank you Gordon (Mansfield) for that introduction. Talk
about a sea of friendly faces: Evan Kemp. Justin Dart. Sandy
Parrino. Pat Wright. Dick Thornburg. Senator Dole. Tony
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I heard a little rumor about an award that was going to be

Coello. Boyden Gray.

presented today -- and I want to tell you how proud and honored I
feel. An award named after me, presented to me...I won't get
into the existential implications. But I will say, from the
bottom of my heart, thank you.

On the eve of my departure from this great office; it is
only right that I me&ag /yﬁ with those who shared in one of its
finest moments. The proposal, passage, and signing of the most

comprehensive civil rights bill in the history of this country -

- indeed the history of the world -- the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

ADA's spirit runs deep in the vein of American tradition: a
belief in equal opportunity, a devotion to individual rights, and
an ethic of inclusion. Resisting the extremes of either
negligence or patronization, this act reflects a conservative way
of helping people -- one that helps others help themselves.

At the beginning of this century, one African-American
bishop described his aspiration for civil rights, saying: "..we

ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our
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pathway, and we will throw them off as we run." Today, the 43
million Americans with disabilities have asked, not that their
country do for them, but only that they be allowed to do for
themselves, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challenges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intelligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our economic mainstream so that all
Americans can share in the responsibilities and rewards of hard
work worth doing.

A few critics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if
some people's rights were just too expensive. But when you add
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$200 billion annually to support our disabled in artificial
isolation. This legislation takes an economic inefficiency, and
reinvents it as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is
greater than any that could be factored in to some government
budget. When we neglect the rights of some, we degrade the
rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum
game -- as if there were onlyGE§>£ipy/r1ghts to go around. Our
founders thought of rights )é’not as privileges granted by man,

but as self evident truths ordained by God.
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at the American dream. This legislation does just that -- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.

" You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
better regulations and bigger bureaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make good laws, but it
can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish
unkind thoughts; It's up to us to reach out to those Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach them
a better way. Each American shares a requnsibility for a
kinder, gentler America; to follow the example so many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. And may God bless the United States of America.
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Thank you Gordon (Mansfield) for that introduction. Talk
about a sea of friendly faces: Evan Kemp. Justin Dart. Sandy
Parrino. Pat Wright. Dick Thornburg. Senator Dole. Tony

Coello. Boyden Gray. i 0

I heard a little rumor about an award that was going to be
presented today -- and I want to tell you hoﬁ proud and honored I
feel. An award named after me, presented to me...I won't get
into the existential implications. But I will say, from the
bottom of my heart, thank you.

On the eve of my departure from this great office, it is
only right that I meet again with those who shared in one of its
finest moments. The proposal, passage, and signing of the most
comprehensive civil rights bill in the history of this country -
- indeed the history of the world -- the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

ADA's spirit runs deep in the vein of American tradition: a
belief in equal opportunity, a devotion to individual rights, and
an ethic of inclusion. Resisting the extremes of either
negligence or patronization, this act reflects a conservative way
of helping people -- one that helps others help themselves.

At the beginning of this century, one African-American
bishop described his aspiration for civil rights, saying: "..we

ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our
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pathway, and we will throw them off as we run." Today, the 43
million Americans with disabilities have asked, not that their
country do for them, but only that they be allowed to do for
themselves, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challenges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intelligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our economic mainstream so that all
Americans can share in the responsibilities and rewards of hard
work worth doing.

A few critics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if
some people's rights were just too expensive. But when you add
together federal, state, local and private funds, it costs almost
$200 billion annually to support our disabled in artificial
isoclation. This legislation takes an economic inefficiency, and
reinvents it as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is'
greater than any that could be factored in to some government
budget. When we neglect the rights of gome, we degrade the
rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum:
game -- as if there were only so many rights to go around. Our
founders thought of rights -- not as privileges granted by man,
but as self evident truths ordained by God.

But just as our Constitution pledges equality under the law,
so our conscience demands legal equality -- one that broadens

opportunity, increases access, and gives each citizen a fair shot
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at the American dream. This legislation does just that -- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.

You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
better regulations and bigger bureaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make ood laws, but it
can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish
unkind thoughts. 1It's up to us to reach out to those Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach thenm
a better way. Each American shares a re§ponSibility for é
kinder, gentler America; to follow the example so many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. -And may God bless the United States of America.
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Thank you Gordon (Mansfield) for that introduction. Talk
about a sea of friendly faces: Evan Kemp. Justin Dart. Sandy
Parrino. Pat Wright. Dick Thornburg. Senator Dole. Tony
Coello. Boyden Gray. -—Weicome—all-te—the—White—House—

I heard a little rumor about-an award that was going to be
presented today -- and I want to tell you how proud and honored I
feel. An award named after me, presented to me...I won't get
into the existential implications. But I will say, from the
bottom of my heart, thank you.

On the eve of my departure from this great office, it is
only right that I meet again with those who shared in one of its
finest momentfj)'iﬁe proposal, passage, and signing of the most
comprehensive civil rights bill in the history of this country -
- indeed the history of the world -- the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

ADA's spirit runs deep in the vein of American tradition: a
belief in equal opportunity, a devotion to individual rights, and
an ethic of inclusion. Resisting the extremes of either
negligence or patronization, this act reflects a conservative way
of helping people -- one that helps others help themselves.

At the beginning of this century, one African-American
bishop described his aspiration for civil rights, saying: "..we

ask not that others bear our burden, but do not obstruct our
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pathway, and we will throw them off as we run." Pedas®, the 43
million Americans with disabilities have asked, not that their
country do for them, but only that they be allowed to do for
themselvés, and thereby, their country.

I believe that the economic challenges of the next century
cannot be met without the energy, intelligence, and industry of
every citizen. ADA broadens our economic mainstream so that all
Americans can share in the responsibilities and rewards of hard

work worth doing.

A few critics have complained about the cost of ADA, as if

some people's rights were just too expensive. But w?fwo adqv e

bep
together , state, local and private funds, rtééaybéqalmost.b//

$322 bllllon annually to support our disabled in artificial
isolation. This legislation takes an economic inefficiency, and
reinvents it as enterprise and opportunity.

Indeed, I believe that the cost of forgotten citizens is
greater than any that could be factored in to some government

budget. When we neglect the rights of gome, we degrade the

rights of all. The quest for civil rights is not some zero sum
game -- as if there were only so many rights to go around. oOur -
founders thought of rights ?( not as privileges granted by man, . —
but as self evident truths ordained by God.

But just as our Constitution pledges equality under the law,
so our conscience demands legal equality -- one that broadens

opportunity, increases access, and gives each citizen a fair shot
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3
at the American dream. This legislation does just that -- not by
setting up new institutions, but by tearing down old walls.
You see, I believe that in the end, it will take more than
better regulations and bigger bureaucracies to make this a land
of opportunity for all. Government can make good laws, but it

can't make men good. It can ban unfair acts, but it can't banish

unkind thoughts. It's up to us £o reach ouﬁ to fhose Americans
disabled by ignorance or handicapped by prejudice and teach them
a better way. Each American shares a regponSibility for a
kinder, gentler America; to follow the example so many of you
have led with your lives. Thank you so much for coming, for this

honor. And may God bless the United States of America.



Osborne Day and Evan Kemp want President to say at end: "I'm not
saying goodbye now, because all of us here will be working
together in the future to ensure the implementation of ADA."



