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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TEXAS A & M . ' ,
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1992 T
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 4
Good afternoon, everyone. Dr. Bill Mobley, thank you for that
kind introduction. Congressman Joe Barton. Commissioner Rick
Perry. Representative Steve Ogden. Fred McClure. Ross
Margraves. Members of the Board of Regents. Members of the
Library committee. Thanks to my hosts, the Memorial Student

Center Political [Forum. And my heartiest thanks to the Corps of

cadets and the Fightin' Texas Aggies band.

In 36 déys, I wiil hand over the stewardship of this great

t

nation, capping é career in public service that began 50 years'i
ago in the warti%e skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest bu? entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled inLo a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two opposing camps: on the one side, America and its allies

-- the forces of| freedom against an alien ideology that cast its

shadow over every American.

Three yeafs ago,| when I addressed the graduating class of Texas
A & M, I spoke of the need to move "beyond containment." And I
‘said, "We seek the integration of the Soviet Union into the
community of nations.... Ultimately, our objective is to welcome
the Soviet Union back into the world order." Was this aim too

ambitious? Not |for the American people.

Today, by the grit of our people and the grace of God, the cold

|
War is over, Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White
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House grateful for what we have achieved together, and

exhilarated by the promise of what can come to pass.

This afternoon I|would like to share some of my thoughts on the

past few years and on America's purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one.| Amid the triumph and the tumulf of the recent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America
remains today whet Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hobe of man on earth.

i
f
|
l

This is a fact - a tfuth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the ioth century -- and in the sacrifice symbolized by
.each towering oak on Simpson Drill Field here at Texas A & M.

The leaderspip,jthe power, and yes, the conscience of the United
States of Ameri?a -- all are essential for a beaceful, prosperous
international oﬁder, just as such an order is essential for us.

l
!

History's lesson is clear: When a war-weary America withdrew

from the intern%tional stage following World War I, the world

spawned militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging
mankind into another devastating conflict. But in answering the
call to lead after World War II, we built from the principles of
democracy and the rule of law a new community of free nations --

a community whose strength, perseverance, patience, and unity of

purpose contained Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise

beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And

the American 1eadership»that undermined the confidence and
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capacity of the communist regimes became a beacon for all the

peoples of the world.

steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of
the Soviet advanée, while our adversary.probed for weaknesses |
that were never %ound. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Alliancé held-together by bonds of principle and love of
liberty -- facing a Warsaw Pact lashed together by occupation

troops, quisling governments, and, when all else failed, the use

of tanks against;people.

By the 1980's, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not

crack when they threatened America's allies with the infamous

55-20 nuclear missile. Nor did the Alliance shrink from the
deployment of countervailing missiles to defend against this
menace. |

|

| |
In ‘the Pacific,%too, we built a new alliance with Japan, defended
Korea, and calléd hundreds of thousands of Americans to sacrifice

in the jungles of Southeast Asia.

The American people demonstrated that they would shoulder
wﬁatever defehse burden, make whatever sacrifice was needed to
assure our freedom and protect our allies and interests. We made
use of the superb technology our free enterprise system has
produced. Having learned that they could not divide our
Alliance, the Soviets eventually were forced to realize that

their command economy simply could not compete. As the Soviet
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system stalled and crumbled, so too did the ability of its rulers

to deny their peiple the truth -- about us, and about them..

In the end Soviet communism was destroyed by its own internal

contradictions. |New leaders with new vision faced the hard

truths their predecessors had long denied. Glasnost and

perestroika may have been Russian words -- but the concepts at
their core were universal.

|

!
The Soviet Union:did not simply lose the Cold War; the Western
democracies won it. I say this not to gloat but to make a point.
The qualities that enabled us to triumph in that struggle --
faith, strength& unity, and above all American leadership -- are
those we must c%ll upon now to win the peace.

|

In recent yearsi with the Soviet empire in its death throes, the

potential for ctisis and conflict was never greater, the demand

for American leadership never more compelling:

-— As the péoples'of Eastern Europe made their bold move for
|
freedom, w? urged them along a peaceful path to liberation.

!
They turnea to America -- and we did not turn away.

- When our German friends took their hammers to tear down that
wall, we encouraged a united Germany safely within the NATO

Alliance. | They looked to America -- and we did not look

away.
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. -= 'When the peoplé of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
roll back the tide of history, America did not walk away.

([I can remember speaking to Boris Yeltsin at that terrible

moment of crisis. At times the static on the telephone made it
almost impossible to hear him. But there was no mistaking what
he wanted to knoy. He asked where the United States of America
stood. And America answered, for all the world to hear, "We
stand with you."!

President Yeltsi; hasn't forgotten. On his visit to the White
House this June, he said -- and I quote -- the United States "was
the first ... to understand the true scope and meaning of the

victory of the Rpssian people on August 19, 1991.%]]

The free peoples of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- wondering who might control its tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We
acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals- -

- and gain firm|control of those that remained.

Here, then, is fhe remarkable fact that history will record: the
. end of a titanic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every |

American.
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" From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin's expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile democracies ‘
themselves, Americah leadership has been indispensable. No one
person deserves credit for this; America does. It has been

achieved because of what we as a people stand for --= and what we

are made of.

Yes, we answered:the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again. ' This time we are called not to wage a war, hot
or cold, but to ﬁin the democratic peace -- not for half a world,
as before, but éor people the world over. The end of the Cold
Wwar has placed in our hands a unique opportunity to see the
principles for Jhich America has stood for two centuries --
democracy, free enterprise, and the rule of law -- spread more
widely than eve% before in human hisfory.

For the first time, turning this global vision into a new and
better world isia realistic possibility. It is a hope that
embodies our co#ntryls tradition of idealism, which has made us
unique among na%ions, and uniquely successful. And our vision is
not mere Utopiahism: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense of American self-interest. For certain truths

- have now become evident: Governments responsive to the will of
the people aré not likely to commit aggression -- to sponsor
terrorism -- or; to threaten humaniﬁy with weapons of.masé

destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets, by

encouraging trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the
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expansion of American prosperity. In short, by helping others,

we help ourselves.

some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. I ask
them to consider| the last four years, when a dozen dreamns were
made real. The perlin Wall demolished and Germany united; the
captive nations Let free; Russia democratic; whole classes of
nuclear weapons eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; many nations
united in our historic UN coalition to turn back a tyrant in the
Persian Gulf; Israel and its Arab neighbors talking peace -- face

to face -- in a region that has known so much war.

Each of these once seemed a dream. Today they are concrete

realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and
American moral %orce. Without doubt, there will be serious
obstacles and sét-backs ahead. We face some already. Violence,
poverty, ethnic and religious hatreds will be powerful
adversaries. Overcoming them will take time and tenacity,

courage and commitment; but they can be overcome.

Look to Europe - where nations, after centuries of war,
transformed themselves into a peaceful, progreésive community.

No sociéty, no continent, should be disqualified from sharing the
ideals of human liberty. The community of democratic nations is
more robust than ever. And it wiil gain strength‘as:it gréws.

By working with our allies, by invigorating our international

.institutions, America does not have stand alone.
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Yet from some quarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. We

have carried the | burden too'long, they say, and the disappearance

of the Soviet ch?llenge means America can withdraw from
interhational reéponsibilities. Others assert that domestic
needs preclude a; active foreign policy, that we have done our
part and now it is_someone else's turn. We are warned against
entangling ourselves in the troubles that abound in today's
world. To name only a few: clan warfare and mass starvation in
Somalia; savage &iolence in Bosnia; instability in the former
Soviet Union; the alarming growth of virulent nationalism

f
throughout Europe.

|

!

And it is true: These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,
others held .in éheck by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at once, taxing the world's abilit& to respond. But
let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not
more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of
American principles but their isolation in a world actively

hostile to them.

|
"Destiny," it h%s been said, "is not a matter of chance, it is a
matter of choicé; it is not a thing to be waited for, it is a
thing to be achieved."™ We can never safely assume that our
future will be an improvement over the past. Our dhoiée as a
people is simple: We can either shape our times, or we can let
the. times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.
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Morally, a failure to respond to massive human catastrophes like
that in Somalia would scar our national soul. There can be no
single or qimple set of éuidelines for foreign policy -- but we
should consider using military force in those situations where
the stakes warrant, and where force is likely to be effective.

t
|

Economically, a world of escalating instability and hostile

nationalism will|disrupt global markets, ignite trade wars and
set us on a path§of economic decline. American iobs would be
lost, our chance:to compete would be blocked, and our very well-
being would bé undermined.

Strategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic

revolution cquldfbe disastrous for American security. In Russia,
in Eastern Euroée, in Central Asia, the alternative to democracy
is authoritaria&ism: repressive regimes that can be xenophobic,
aggressive, and [violent. And in a world where weapons of mass
destruction are |spreading, the collapse of the democratic

revolution could pose a direct threat to the safety of every

American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me

be blunt: a retreat from American leadership -- from American
involvement -- would be a mistake for which future generations,

indeed our own children, would pay dearly.

But we can influence the future. We can rededicate ourselves to
the hard work of freedom. This does not mean running off on

reckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean bearing the
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. world's burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -- economic,
political, and, ‘yes, military -- when our interests and values
are at risk and where we can make a difference. When we place
our young men and women of the military in har-'s way, we must be
able to assure them -- and their families -- that their mission
is defined, and that its success can be achieved.

|

|
It seems like ages ago that the people of Germany tore down that

Wall. But it has been only three years -- and just over a year
since the Augus; coup was defeated by brave Russian democrats.
In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course, through
uncharted waters. The United States and its friends -- old and
new -- have bequn to define . the post-Cold War reality. We are-
alfeady transfoFming the old network of alliances, institutions,
and regimes to #ace the future. Those challenges must be met
with collective%action, led by the United States, to protect and

)
promote our political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the democratic community that won the Cold

War. We have begun to adapt America's political, economic, and

defense relationships with Europe and Japan to ensure their
vitality and strength in this new era. For these will be our

primary partners in addressing the next generation of problems

" and opportunitiles.

For example, we have begqun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,’
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnershlp with a
more united Europe -- a partnership primed to meet new security

challenges in this age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our
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‘alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to

reach out to our former adversaries_in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-
Japan security ties to stability in Asia. But we are also

exploring ways to work together as global partners to address

common interests|-- in economics, development, and regional
problems.
Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic

community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent
‘democracies and market economies. And we are sharing this burden

with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other
programs have helped develop a new political, economic, and civic
infrastructure for nations long oppressed by Stalin's legacy.
Now the Freedom!Support Act will provide crucial help for reform:
in the lands of lour former enemies.

|

In Latin America, the day of the dictator has given way to the

dawn of democracy. This very day, Vice President Quayle is
taking part in a ceremony in El Salvador that caps the long

- effort to end the killing and give the peopie there the
opportunity to live in peace. Throughout the region, econonic
initiatives are helping a new generatlon of leaders reform their
societies. The Brady Plan and our Enterprise for the Americas
.In1t1at1ve have opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new

relationship with our hemispheric neighbors. Investment, free
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trade, debt relief, and environmental protection will nurture the

home-grown reforms throughout Latin America.

We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines that the cold War has exposed |
-- aggressive nﬁtionalism, ethnic conflict, civil wvar, and |
humanitarian crises. The United States has led the world in
supporting a ﬁnited.Nations more capable of dealing with these

crises.

All over the woéld -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
have promoted elections not only as a goal, but as'a tool, a
device for resolving conflicts and establishing political
legitimacy.
|

In the area of security and arms control, we've stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We've strengthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological;
and missile-related technologies.- In a mission without
precedent, a UN inspection team is demolishing Iraqg's

unconventional |weapons capability. Once implemented, the
| agreements we've negotiated_will'ban new nuclear statesAon the
territory of the former Soviet Union. Above all, -we have sought

to erase nuclear nightmares from the sleep of future éenerations.:

‘'And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the-

sand: naked aggression against our vital interests will be
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ansvered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for
justice -- it was a reminder to other would-be aggressors that

they will pay a price for their outlaw acts.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international ec;nomic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of.what ;erg once the so-called second and third worlds.
The heart of our;efforts has been the creation of a stronger and

freer internatioﬁal trading market.

our recent breagthrough with the European Community clears thé
way for an earlﬁ conclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a
major boost to Jorld economic recovery. This week, Mexico,
canada, and the United States will sign a landﬁark agreement
establishing the largest free trade zone the world has ever seen.
and our efforts to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific

Economic Cooperation confirm America's commitment to remain an

economic and security power in Asia.

I believe we habe taken important steps toward a world in which
democracy is the norm, in which private enéérprise, free trade,
and prosperity Enrich every region -- a world in which the rule
of law prevails, and in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

good.

We must not stumble as we travel toward a world without the
brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of'Somalia, or the

squalor that still haunts much of the Southern Hemispheré. We
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cannot rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain
weapons of mass destruction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or even America. There is much to be done before we
are vithin.reach of the democratic peace. But these first steps

have taken us in the right direction.

The challenge ahead is as great as the one we faced at the end of

the last great war. But the opportunity is vastly greater.

Success will reQuire American vision and resolve‘-- an America
secure in i;s m%litary, moral and economic strength. Success
will require unity of purpose: a commitment on the part of all
our people to t%e proposition that our Nation's destiny lies in
the hope of a petter world -- a new world made better, with our
friends and allies, by American leadership.

|

History is summoning us once again to lead. Proud of its past,
America must once again look forward. We must live up to the
greatness of ouf forefathers' ideals, and in doing so secure our

grandchildren's futures.

That is the cause that much of my public life has been dedicated
to serving. That is the cause that you and I must now support

our new President in pursuing.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH DAN MC GROARTY
FROM: ANDREW FERGUSON (13
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT TEXAS A & M

I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday, December 15th at noon you will deliver remarks
to an audience of 7,500 students and faculty in the G. Rollie
White Coliseum on the campus of Texas A & M.

IT. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 25 minutes / teleprompter) focus
on your foreign policy accomplishments and America's role in the
post-Cold War world.



If this great
n 50 years

; try won that

great contest but|entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World

War II cooled int¢ a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two opposingécamps == the forces of freedom against an alien
ideology that cast ité shadow over every American. Now, by the
grit of our peoplé and the grace of our God, the Cold War is
over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

grateful for what’together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

the promise of what we can )%t-éng-. pass.

This afternoon I wkuld like to share some of my thoughts on the
|

past few years and on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis

is a simple one. Amld the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, ‘one truth rlngs out more clearly than ever. America
§ remains today what: qugoln said it was more than a century ago:

.‘:’ 0 “
o the last best hope| of earth

This is a fact: a|truth made ipdelible by the struggles and

agonies of the 20th century. The leadership, the power, and yes,

the conscience of the United States of America -- all are

essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as

such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is Clear:

When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the
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With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the

|
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- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to

roll back the tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked where we

stood. America did not walk away. America answered, for

By the world to hear, "We stand with you." ook F; o
( -
g ¢ AL A L | oy ;fﬁzljﬁanr cicﬁ~“<1££ﬁx~=5L”°1; VoL
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The free peopleé of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- at whoever might control its tens of thousands of

nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We

acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals.

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every

American.

From the days after World War 1II, wheh fragile European
democracies ﬁeré threatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile demoéracies
themselves, American leadership has been indispensable. No -one
person deserves|credit for this} America does. It has been

achieved'becaus? of what we as a people stand for -- and are made

of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again.| This time we are called not to wage a war, hot
or cold, but to| create a democratic peace -- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:

to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule
of law -- American principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the

entire human race.

This global vision can energize America as we approach the

millennium. It embodies our country’s tradition of idealism,

which has made us unique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a

hard-nosed sense of American self-interest. For if the long
|
| .
struggle now concluded has taught us anything, it is this:
1
Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor

terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
mass destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets,
through trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the expansion

of American proéperity. By helping others, in short, we help

/ : v
/ C&muwt\fi'V°V“kl‘
Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. I ask
| i '

them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were

ourselves.

. !
made real. ' The Berlin Wall demolished; the captive nations set

free; Russia democratic; whole classes of nuclear weapons ’ELMO
WV

wandecoh

eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; %he—ﬁn%ggd Nations,k turning A

\ Lok
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each/ f its Arab

neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so~much war.

Each of these was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and

ot

W

o

5.
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American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

were overcome.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face some already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
willAtake time and tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will
be overcome. For no society, no continent, should be

disqualified rqg’;;;~zaeals. The community of democratic

nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as

it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international institutions, America does not have to go it alone.

Yet from some qqarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance oﬁ the Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our part and now it is someone else’s turn. We are
warned against stepping up to the troubles thatqabound in today’s
world: clan wagfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage

violence in BosAla; instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism throughout Europe. & pone bﬁ*’“’éa”

And it is true:| These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,
‘ - zo 3 e 7 e }y?qgv»f

- others held in T eck by communist repression -- seem to have

ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But
let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of
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American principles but their isolation in a world actively
hostile to them.| "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter
of chance, it is|a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited for, it is a thing to be achieved."™ Our choice as a
people is simple: We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape us.- And shape us they will, at a price
frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.

Morally, a failure to respond to massive human catastrophes like

that in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our

National soul fqr a generation. When it is in our power to do
something that ﬂs right and yet we fail to do it, we become less

than what we are. America loses the moral authority that has

made it special |in history. Ty Apeg notT MUt WL CE

e B ww«?,i eglote o b vimdd - B Aveo e

‘

M‘ﬁr/w—u it ") .

Economically, aiworld of escalating instability and hostile
nationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and
set us on a patﬁ of economic decline. American jobs would be
lost, our chance to compete would be blocked, and our very well-
being would be undermined.

|
Strategically, %bandonment of the world-wide democratic
revolution could be disastrous for American security. What was
once Yugoslavia|offers a view of the future -- if we let our
values die in that third of the world that has just been

liberated from communism.




8

In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to

democracy is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and

violent. And in a world where weapons of mass destruction are

spreading, the collapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me

o G AAMALAN ,‘/N/O W"

be blunt: a retreat from American leadershlp\would be a mistake

for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not

forgive us.

But we need not

ourselves to the

face such a future. Instead, we can recommit

hard work of freedom. This does not mean

. wY
running off on reckless, expensive crusades. It does meaqud&£%%’»
It derdudy oo padt adas T pa o

bearing the world’s burdens alone., But it does mean leadership - UM%7

o
- economic, political, and, yes, military -- when our interests 1Icléfp
/
and values are at risk and where we can make a difference. v»'O’;Z;M_
yraae )
5‘,(,“/)/@

It seems like forever ago that the people of Germany tore down apvud¥;

that Wall. But

it has been only three years -- and just over a

year since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian

democrats. In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

through uncharted waters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

We have begun to define the post-Cold War reality. The old

network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is being

transformed to |meet new challenges -- challenges that must be met

hs
fuaﬁm4
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with collective action, led by the United States,

to protect and

promote our political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that

won the Cold War.

We have begun .to adapt America’s political,

economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to

ensure their vitality and strength in this new era.

For these

will be our primary partners in addressing the next generation of

problems and opportunities.

For example, we

have begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,

that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a

more united Europe -- a partnership ready to meet new security

challenges in this age of uncertainty. "And a new feature of our

Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council,

enables NATO to

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific,

we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-

Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways

to work together as global partners to address common interests

-- in economics, development, and regional problems.
!

Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic

community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent

democracies and| market economies.

And we are sharing this burden

with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In Central and

Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have helped develop a new political, economic, and civic




infrastruéture f
Now the Freedom

inithe lands of

10
or nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.
Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

our former enemies.

! | -~ { A o fererse Vv%ALL/,_

In Latin America
opened up extrao
our hemispheric

and environmenta

A our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has

rdinary possibilities for a new relationship with
neighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,

1 protection will water the home-grown efforts

throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform

their societies.

We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to

deal with the p%litical landmines the Cold War left over --

. . | . . . -
aggressive natl?nallsm, ethnic conflict, civil war, and

|
humanitarian crises. We have pledged our support for a more

capable UN.

A1l over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we

envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of Fecurity and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol

! .
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new

Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the

arsenals of all

participating states. We’ve strenéthéned"‘ e e

multilateral -export controls on nuclear,-chemical,: biological,

and missile-related technologies. 1In an act without precedent, a
. | | o ahility B o3 v’
UN inspection team is demolishing Iraq’%ﬂye (s} of mass

destruction. Once implemented, the START Treaty will ban new

P —
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nuclear states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.
Above all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the

sleep of future generations.

And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the

sand: naked aggression against our vital interests will be

answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.

-our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for

justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:
’?W"’M’ ot 5 .

If ySZ’re going /to threaten the freedom of others -- you’re going

to lose some of [your own.-\)

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international e%onomic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what! were once the so-called second and third worlds.
In particular, %e have taken important steps toward the creation

of a stronger and freer international trading market.

Our recént brearthrough'with the European Community clears the
way for an earl& conclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a
major boost to world economic recovery. This week; Mexico,
canada, and the United States will sign a landmark égreement
establishing the largest free trade zone the world has ever seen.
And our efforts to forge a new mechanism for‘Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation confirm America’s coﬁmitment to continue to

be an economic [as well as a security power in Asia.

I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in which

democracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade




and prosperity re
law prevails, and

good.

We must not stumb
brutai violence o
squalor that stil
cannot rest while

weapons of mass d

neighbors, or even our own Nation.

to go before we aj

these first steps

12
ach every region. A world in which the rule of

in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

le as we travel toward a world without the
f Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of Somalia, or the
1 haunts much of the Southern Hemisphere. we

a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain
estruction with which to threaten their

There is a difficult distance
re within reach of the democratic peace. But

have determined an important direction.

The challenge ahe

the last great war.
Success will requi
require unity of ﬁurpose:
people to the proposition that our Nation’

hope of a better worl

leadership.

History is summon

the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals,

our grandchildren

That is the cause

been dedicated to

must now support o

ad is as great as the one we faced at the end of
But the opportunity is vastly greater.

lre American vision and resolve. It will

a commitment on the part of all our

S destiny lies in the

d == a vorld made better by American

i
ing us once again to lead. We must live up to
and in so doing secure

’'s futures.

that my entiFe life as a public servant has
A
fulfilling. That is the cause that you and I

Ur new President in pursuing.




14 December 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN MC GROARTY
ANDY FERGUSON

FROM: J. |[BUNTON

SUBJECT: TEXAS A&M WAR HEROES/ETC.

INFO PER MARY JO ?OWELL AT TA&M:

Ww2

GEN. EARL RUDDER [DECEASED]

FORMER PRES. TEXAS A&M

LEADER BATTLE OF NORMANDY [SECOND BATTALION]

RUDDER TOWER [OFFICE BLDG.] ACROSS FROM SPEECH SITE
WIFE MARGARET WILL BE IN AUDIENCE

WWI

JESSE L. EASTWOOD —= 1917 ENLISTED IN NAVAL AIR SERVICE --
TRAINED AT PENSACOLA, 1918 SERVED WITH BRITISH ROYAL FLYING CORPS
AND COMPLETED 16 RAIDS BEHIND GERMAN LINES. WORE MEDAL SHOWING
SERVICE IN THREE FORIEGN COUNTRIES -- KILLED IN AEROPLANE
ACCIDENT IN PANAMA CANAL ZONE. POSTUMOUSLY AWARDED NAVY CROSS.

ALSOO00000 —--—--

"SIMPSON DRILL FIELD" ON CAMPUS OF TEXAS A& M, SITE OF FIELD
PARADES IS LINED WITH OAK TREES, ONE PLANTED IN HONOR EACH AGGIE
WHO DIED IN WwW I.I

THE FIGHTIN' TEXAS AGGIE BAND WILL PLAY FOR POTUS, SOME OF THE
CORPS OF CADETS WILL BE IN|AUDIENCE, ALSO STUDENTS ARE TAKING
THEIR FINAL EXAMS...

% m/wc/éa W/%Z&/
ik Trwors 154l 7 L
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TO: Dan M.
FROM: Richard H.
RE: AgM speech

insert in place of para beginning morally on page 7:

Morally, a failure to respond to massive catastrophes like that
in Somalla would scar our national soul. There c¢an be no single
or simple set of guidelines for foreign policy, but we should
congider using military force in those situations where the
stakes warrant and where force is likely to be effective,



Document No. 3 67‘? 75‘

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:  12/12/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10:00 am / MON. / 12-14

PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TEXAS A & M
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

SUBJECT: -
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1992
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O 4 MCBRIDE O M
BAKER O D’ MOORE O E(
§ SCOWCROFT 2( i MULLINS V d
DARMAN ? L PETERSMEYER O O
BATES O v PORTER @' O
BRADY O v’ SMITH v O h
BROMLEY O O TUTWILER O v
CALIO Yy O X ZOELLICK v O f
DEMAREST v = MO ROpmpp————E |
FITZWATER ] v’ GAUGHAN 7 ]
GRAY W O BOSKIN J 0
HOLIDAY f ] O O
HORNER O O O O
REMARKS:

Please provide vour comments on the attached directly to
Dan McGroarty, Rm 122, x2930, with a copy to this offime
NO IATER THAN 10:00 a.m., MONDAV, DECEMBER 14. Thank vou.

RESPONSE: c a\\LQ @ g JRO

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

’ o uroaidy 24
December 11, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAN MC GROARTY
FROM: ANDREW FERGUSON Qg’
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT TEXAS A & M

I. SUMMARY

on Tuesday, December 15th at noon you will deliver remarks
to an audience of 7,500 students and faculty in the G. Rollie
White Coliseum on the campus of Texas A & M.

IT. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 25 minutes / teleprompter) focus
on your foreign policy accomplishments and America's role in the
post-Cold War world.




DRAFT: December 11, 1992

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TEXAS A & M

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1992
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

t

(Acknowlédgménts)

In XX days, % will hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping atcareer in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartim; skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest but entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled inté a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two opposing camps -- the forces of freedom against an alien
ideology that casé its shadow over every American. Now, by the
grit of our peoplé and the grace of-our God, the éold War is
over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

grateful for what‘together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

the promise of what we can yet bring to pass.

This afternoon I &ould like to share some of my thoughts on the
past few years and»on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. IAmid the triumph and the tumult 6f the recent:
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America

remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hope of earth.

'This is a fact: al truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th céntury. The leadership,.the power, and.yes,
the conscience of the United States of America -- all are’
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, juét as

such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear:

When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the

1
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militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind

into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to
lead after World War II, we built from the principles of |

democracy and theirule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose moral resolve and economic strength contained

Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise
bevyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And
the American leadership that undermined the confidence and

capacity of the communist regimes became a light for all the

peoples of the world.

Steadfast and suré, generations of Americans stood in the path of
the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never f?und. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Allianceéheld together by enduring bonds among true
friends, fading a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation

trbops, quisling governments, and, when all else failed, the use

of tanks against people.
|

By the 1980’s, Krehlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
l

crack when they threatened America’s allies with the infamous

SS-20 nuclear misslile. Nor would we bend under pressure once we

decided to deploy to Europe missiles .to protect our Allies from

this menace.

The American people showed that they would shouldér whatever

defense burden was| needed to assure our freedom and protect our
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allies and interests. We made use of the splendid technology our
free enterprise system has produced. We showed that free people

are capable of both sacrifice and strength. Having learned that

they could not divide our Alliance, the Soviets eventually were

forced to doubt that their command economy could keep them in the
race. As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too did the
ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,

and about thenmn.

True, in the end éoviet communism was destroyed by its own
dysfunctional dialectic. But the Soviet Union did not simply
lose the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. T say this
not to gloat but to make a point. The qualities that enabled us
to triumph in tha% struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and above
all American leadérship == are those we must call upon now to win

the peace.

With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the
potential for cataclysm was never greater, the demand for

. o .
American leadership was never more compelling:
|

- As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but
‘peaceful move;for freedom, they turned to America. And we

did not turn éway.

. When our German friends took their hammers to tear down that.

wall, they looked to America for solidarity. And we did not

look away.
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-- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
roll back thL tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked where we
stood. America did not walk away. America answered, for

the world to hear, "We stand with you."

The free peoples of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- at whoever might control its tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We

acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals.

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every

American.

From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold ﬁar, as our foes became fragile democracies
thenselves, Ameriéan leadership has been indispensable. No oﬁe
person deserves c;edit for this; America does. It has been

achieved because of what we as a people stand for -- and are made

of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we ‘are
summoned again. This time we are called not to wage a war, .hot
or cold, but to create a democratic peace -- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:
to see the principles of .democracy, free enterprise, and the rule
of law -- Americap principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the

|
entire human race!

This global visioﬁ can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It eﬁbodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made uséunique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense of American self-interest. For if the long
struggle now concluded has taught us anything, it is this:
Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor
terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
mass destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets,
through trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the expansion
of American prosperity. By helping others, in short, we help
ourselves. i

|
Some will dismiss ihis vision as no more than a dream. I ask

them to consider tPe last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Beflin Wall demolished; the captive nations set

|
free; Russia democratic; whole classes of nuclear weapons
eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; the United Nations turning
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each of its Arab

neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so much war.

Each of these was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought |about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and
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American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

were overcome,

And surelf serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face sbme already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
will take time and tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will
be overcome. For!no society, no continent, should be
disqualified fromiour ideals. The community of democratic
nations is more rébust than ever. And it will gain strength as

. it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international institutions, America does not have to go it alone.

i

Yet from some quarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of éhe Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from:international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our parﬁ and now it is someone else’s turn. We are .
warned against stepping up to the troubles that abound in today’s
world: clan warfa%e and mass starvation in Somalia; savage
violence in Bosnia% instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism throughout Europe.

And it is true: These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,

others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have
“ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But
let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of

|
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American principles but their isolation in a world actively

hostile to them. | "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter

of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited for, it isia thing to be achieved." Our choice as a
people is simple:‘ We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to coLtemplate —-- morally, economically, and

strategically. ;

Morally, a failuré to respond to massive human catastrophes like
that in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our
National soul for a generation. When it is in our power to do
something that is;right and yet we fail to do it, we become less
than what we are.‘ America loses the moral authofity that has

made it special iﬁ history.

Economically, a world of escalating instability and hostile
nationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and
set us on a path éf economic decline. American jobs would be
lost, our chance t% combete would be blocked, and our very well-

|

being would be undgrmined.

i
Strategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic
revolution could be disastrous for American security. What was
once Yugoslavia offers a view of the future -- iﬁ we let our
values die in that|third of the world that has just been

liberated from communism.
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to
democrac& is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and
violent. And in!a world where weapons of mass destruction are

spreading, the cdllapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

!

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not

forgive us.

But we need not f?ce such a future. Instead, we can recommit
ourselves to the gard work of freedom. This does not mean
running off-on reqkless, expensive crusades. It does nof mean
bearing the world%s burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -
- economic, polit%cal, and, yes, military -- when our interests

!
and values are at'risk and where we can make a difference.
I

It seems like foréver ago that the people of Germany tore down
that Wall. But i% has been only three years -- and just over a
year since the Au#ust coup was defeated by brave Russian
democrats. 1In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

through uncharted jwaters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

‘We have begun to define the post-Cold War reality. The old .
network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is being

transformed to meet new challenges -- challenges that must be met
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with collective action, led by the United states, to protect and

promote our political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that’
won the Cold WarJ We have begun to adapt America’s political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vit%lity and strength in this new era. For these

will be our primary partners in addressing the next generation of

problems and oppo%tunities.

For example, we have begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe —-— a partnership ready to meet new security
challenges in thie age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our
Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to
reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific, we-have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-
Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways
to work together es global partners to address common interests

-- in economics, development, and regional problems.

Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharing this burden

with the very nations. America helped after World War II.

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have helped develop a new political, economic, and civic

|
|
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infrastructure.for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.
Now the Freedom Support Act will ‘provide crucial help for reform
in the lands of our former enemies.

|
In Latin America; our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has
opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental;protection will water the home-grown efforts
throughout Latin émerica to open up their economies and transform

l

their societies. i
We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over --
aggressive nationalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and
humanitarian cris%s. We have pledged our support for a more

capable UN.

|
i
|
|
|

All over the world -- Nicaraqua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
envisioned electiqns not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

|
for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of sechity and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread%of weaponé of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We’ve strenéthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
and missile-related technologies. In an act without precedent, a
UN inspection team’is demolishing Iraq’s weapons of mass

destruction. Once implenented, the START Treaty will ban new




11

nuclear states onl the territory of the former Soviet Union.

Above all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the

sleep of future anerations.

}

And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the
sand: naked aggréssion against our vital interests will be
answered decisive}y by American resolve, leadership, and might.
Our victory in thé Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for
justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:
If you’re going to threaten the freedom of others -- you’re going
. to lose some of yéur own.

1.
A | _
We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international ecoﬁomic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what wére once the so-called second and third worlds.

In particular, weihave taken important steps toward the creation

of a stronger and ifreer international trading market.
|

|
Our recent breakthfough with the European Community clears the
way for an early c%nclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a
major boost to worhd economic recovery. This week, Mexico,
Canada, and the Un&ted States will sign a landmark agreement
establishing the lérgest free trade zone the world has ever seen.
And our efforts to|forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation confirm America’s commitment to continue'tq

be an economic as well as a security power in Asia.

I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in ‘which

democracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade
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and prosperity reach every region. A world in which the rule of

law prevails, and in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

good. - -

We must not stumble as we travel toward a world without the
brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of Somalia, or the
squalor that stil? haunts much of the Southern Hemisphere. We
cannot rest whileia handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain

weapons of mass d%struction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or eveg our own Nation. There is a difficult distance
to go before we afe within reach of the democratic peace. But
these first steps have determined an important direction.

|
The challenge ahe%d is as great as the one we faced at the end of
the last great war. But the opportunity is vastly greater.
Success will require American vision and resolve. It will
require unity of ﬁurpose: a commitment on the part of all our
people to the proQosition that our Nation’s destiny lies in the
hope of a better Jorld -- a world made better by American

leadership. |

|
History is summoning us once again to lead. We must live up to

the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals, and in so doing secure

our grandchildren’s futures.

That is the cause that my entire life as a public servant has
been dedicated to fulfilling. That is the cause that you and I

must now support our new President in pursuing.
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Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.
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Good afternoon, everyone. Dr. Bill Mobley, thank you for that
kind introductio%} Congressman Joe Barton. Commissioner Rick
Perry. Reptesen&ative Steve Ogden. Fred McClure. Ross
Margraves. Memb%rs of the Board of Regents. Members of the
Library committeé. Thanks to my hosts, the Memorial Student
Center Political%Forum. And my heartiest thanks to the Corps of
Cadets and the F?ghtin' Texas Aggies band.

{
In 36 days, I wiil hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping a career in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartiﬁe skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest bﬁﬁ entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World

War II cooled into a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
| | _
into two opposing camps: on the one side, America and its allies

-- the forces of freedom against an alien ideology that cast its

shadow over every American.

Three years ago, when I addressed the graduating class of Texas
A & M, I spoke of the need to move "beyond containment." And I
said, "We seek the integration of the Soviet Union into the
community of nations.... Ultimately, our objective is to welcome
the Soviet Union back into the worid order." Was this aiﬁ too

ambitious? Not for the American people.

Today, by the grit of our people and the grace of God, the Cold

War is over. Frefdom has carried the day. I leave the White



2
House grateful for what we have achieved together, and

exhilarated by the promise of what can come to pass.

This afternoon I would like to share some of my thoughts on the

past few years and on America's purpose in the world. My thesis

is a simple one.! Amid the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, one truth fings out more clearly than ever. America

remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hoLe of man on earth.

This is a fact -- a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 26th century -- and in the sacrifice symbolized by
each towering oak on Simpson Drill Field here at Texas A & M.

The leadership, Lhe power, and yes, the conscience of the United
States of Americ% -- all are essential for a peaceful, prosperous
international oréer, just as such an order is essential for us.
History's lessoniis clear: When a war-weary America withdrew
from the internaﬁional stage following World War I, the world
spawned militafi%m, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging
mankind into anoéher devastating conflict. But in answering the
call to lead aftér World War II, we built from the principles of
democracy and the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose strength, perseverance, patience, and unity of

purpose containe@ Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace. " -

R .- .. .

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise

beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And

the American leadership that undermined the confidence and
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capacity of the communist regimes became a beacon for all the

peoples of the world.

Steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of

the Soviet advaqce, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never:found. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Aliiancé held together by bonds of principle and love of
liberty -f-facing a Warsaw Pact lashed together by occupation
troops, quislingzgovernments, and, when all else failed, the use
of tanks againstipeople.

|
By the 1980's, Kfemlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
crack when they threatened America's allies with the infamous
SS-20 nuclear miésile. Nor did fhe Alliance shrink from the
deployment of coPntervailing'missiles_to defend against this
menace. i
|
|
In the Pacific, too, we built a new alliance with Japan, defended

Korea, and calleg hundreds of thousands of Americans to sacrifice

in the jungles of Southeast Asia.

The American peo£le demonstrated that they would shoulder
whatéver defense burden, make whatever sacrifice was needed to
assure our freedém and protect our allies and interests. We made
use of the superﬂ technology our free enterprise system has
produced. Having learned that they could not divide our

Alliance, the Soviets eventually were forced to realize that

their command economy simply could not compete. As the Soviet
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system stalled and crumbled, so too did the ability of its rulers

to deny their people the truth -- about us, and about them.

In the end Séviﬁt communism was destroyed by its own internal
contradictions.i New leaders with new vision faced the hard
‘truths their prédecessors had long denied. Glasnost and
perestroika may%have been Russian words -- but the concepts at.

their core were juniversal.

The Soviet Unioﬂ did not simply lose the Cold War; the Western
democracies won%it. I say this not to gloat but to make a point.
The qualities th?t enabled us to triumph in that struggle --
faith, strength,iunity, and above all American leadership -- are

those we must call upon now to win the peace.

In recent years,iwith the Soviet empire in its death throes, the
potential for crﬁsis and conflict was never greater, the demand

for American leabership never more compelling:
e

{

== As the peop@es of Eastern Europe made their bold move for
freedon, we\urged them along a peaceful path to liberation.

They turnedito America -- and we did not turn away.

- When our Ge#man friends took their hammers to tear down that
wall, we encouraged a united Germany safely within the NATO
Alliance.  They looked to America -- and we did not look--..-. .

avay.
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- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
roll back the tide of history, America did not walk away.

[[I can remember speaking to Boris Yeltsin at that terrible

moment of crisis. At times the static on the telephone made it
almost impossible to hear him. But there was no mistaking what
he wanted to kn%w. He asked where the United States of America
stood. And Ameﬁica answered, for all the world to hear, "We
stand with you.ﬁ

President Yeltsin hasn't forgotten. On his visit to the White
House this June, he said -- and I quote -- the United States "was
the first ... toiunderstand the true scope and meaning of the

victory of the Rhssian people on August 19, 1991.%]]

The free peqpleséof the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- wondering who might control ité tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons.;, Only America could manage that danger. We
acted decisively| to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals--

- and gain firm control of those that remained.

i

Here, then, is t?e remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titanic|clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot

being fired. That should be a source of pride for every -

American.
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From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin's expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile democracies

themselves, American leadership has been indispensable; No one

person deserves credit for this; America does. It has been

!

achieved becausé:of what we as a people stand for -- and what we

i
i
!

are made of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are

summoned again. iThis time we are called not to wage a war, hot
or cold, but to %in the democratic peace -- not for half a world,
as before, but for people the world over. The end of the Cold
War has placéd in our hands a unique opportunity to see the
principles for wﬁich America has stood for two centuries --

democracy, free enterprise, and the rule of law -- spread more
|

I
|
|

I
!
|

widely than ever before in human history.

For the first ti&e, turning this global vision into a new and
better world is'é realistic possibility. It is a hope that
embodies our country's tradition of idealism, which has made us
unique among nat#ons, and uniquely successful. And our vision is
not mere Utopianism: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense!of American self-interest. For certain truths
have now become evident: Governments responsive to the will of
the people are not likely to commit aggression -- to sponsor ’
terrorism ---or to threaten humanity- with weapons of mass - - -
destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets, by

encouraging trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the
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expansion of American prosperity. In short, by helping. others,

we help ourselves.

Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. I ask
them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Berlin Wall demolished and Germany united; the

captive nations set free; Russia democratic; whole classes of

nuclear weapons eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; many nations
| _

united in our h;storic UN coalition to turn back a tyrant in the

Persian Gulf; I%rael and its Arab neighbors talking peace -- face

to face -- in a;region that has known so much war.

Each of these oﬁce seemed a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brou%ht about by a common cause: the patient and
judicious applidation of American leadership, American power, and
American moral %orce. Without doubt, there will be serious
obstacles and sgt-backs ahead. We face some already. Violence,
poverty, ethnic %nd religious hatreds will be powerful
adversaries. Ovércoming them will take time and tenacity,

courage and commitment; but they can be overcome.
i

Look to Europe - where nations, after centuries of war,

transformed themgelves into a peaceful, progressive community.

No society, no continent, should be disqualified from sharing the
ideals of human liberty. The community of democratic nations is
more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as’ it grows.--
By working with our allies, by invigorating our international

institutions, America does not have stand alone.
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Yet from some quarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. We
have carried the burden too long, they say, and the disappearance
of the Soviet challenge means America can withdraw from

international responsibilities. Others assert that domestic

needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we have done our
part and now it?is someone else's turn. We are warned against
entangling oursélves in the troubles that abound in today's
world. To name%only a few: clan warfare and mass starvation in
Somalia; savage%violence in Bosnia; instability in thé former

Soviet Union; the alarming growth of virulent nationalism

throughout Euroée.

t

And it is true:i These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,

i

others held in éheck by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at oLce, taxing the world's ability to respond. But
let us'be élear:i The alternative to American leadership is not
more security fo% our citizens but ;ggg; not the flourishing of
American principﬁes but their isolation in a world actively
hostile to them.i |

1
"Destiny," it ha% been said, "is not a matter of chance, it is a
matter of choice% it is not a thing to be waited for, it is a
thing to be achi%ved." We can never safely assume that our
future will be aﬁ improvement over the past. Our choice as a
people is simple: We can. either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.
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Morally, a failure to respond to massive human catastrophes like
that in Somalia would scar our national soul. There can be no
singlé or simple set of guidelines for foreign policy -- but we
should consider using military force in those situations where

the stakes warrant, and where force is likely to be effective.

Economically, a world of escalating instability and hostile
nationalism will disrupt global markets, ignite trade wars and
set us on a path| of economic decline. American jobs would be

lost, our chance| to compete would be blocked, and our very wéll-

being would be undermined.

Strateqgically, aLandonment of the world-wide democratic
revolution couldibe disastrous for American security. In Russia,
in Eastern Europ?, in Central Asia, the alternative to democracy
is authoritarian#sm: repressive regimes that can be xenophobic,
aggressive, and %iolent. And in a world where weapons of mass
destruction are %preading, the collapse of the democratic
revolution couldlpose a direct threat to the safety of every

American.

!
The new world co@ld, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership -- from American

involvement -- wJuld be a mistake for which future generations,

indeed our own children, would pay dearly.

But we can influence the future, We can rededicate ourselves tb
the hard work of freedom. This does not mean running off on

reckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean bearing the




10

world's burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -- economic,

political, and, yes, military -- when our interests and values

are at risk and where we can make a difference. When we place

our young men and women of the military in harm's way, we must be
able to assure them -- and their families -- that their mission

is defined, and that its success can be achieved.

It seems like ages ago that the people of Germany tore down that
|
Wall. But it has been only three years =-- and just over a year

since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian democrats.

In this brief ti#e, we have embarked on a new course, through
uncharted waters. The United States and its friends -- old and
new -- have beguh to define the post-Cold War reality. We are
already transforming the old network of alliances, inétitutions,
and regimes to féce the futurg. Those challenges must be met
with collective action, led by the United States, to.protect and
promote our poli#ical, economic, and security values.

our foundation mﬁst be the democratic community that won the Cold.
War. We have beéun to adapt America's political, economic, and

|
defense relationﬁhips with Europe and Japan to ensure their

vitality and strength in this new era. For these will be our

primary partners in addressing the next generation of problems

and opportunities.

For example, we ‘have begun to transform the -Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe -- a partnership primed to meet new security

challenges in this age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our
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Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-

Japan security ties to stability in Asia. But we are also

exploring ways to work together as global partners to address

common interests -- in economics, development, and regional
i
problems. |

Then we have coﬁmitted ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent

democracies and market economies. And we are sharing this burden
|

with the very na%ions America helped after World War II.

!
In Central and E?stern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other
programs have heiped develop a new political, economic, and civic
infrastructure f%r natiqns long oppressed by Stalin's legacy.
Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of @ur former enemies.

]

In Latin America# the day of the dictator has given way to the

dawn of democrac&. This very day, Vice President Quayle is

taking part in a ceremony in El Ssalvador that caps the long
effort to end the killing and give the people there the

opportunity to live in peace. Throughout the region, economic

initiatives are helping a new generation of leaders-reform: their - --:

societies. The Brady Plan and our Enterprise for the Americas
Initiative have opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new

relationship with our hemispheric neighbors. Investment, free
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trade, debt relief, and environmental protection will nurture the

home-grown reforms throughout Latin America.

We are strengthenihg the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the pqlitical landmines that the Cold War has exposed
-- aggressive n%tionalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and
humanitarian crises. The United States has led the world in
supporting a Unﬂted Nations more capable of dealing with these
crises. i
All over the wor;d -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
have promoted elkctions not only as a goal, but as a tool, a

|

device for resolving conflicts and establishing political

. l
legitimacy. |
|

i

In the area of s%curity and arms control, we've stepped up patrol
against the spreéd of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapqns;Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all éarticipating states. We've strengthened
multilateral expért controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
and missile-rela#ed technologies. .In a mission without
precedent, a UN inspection team is demolishing Iraq's
unconventional w%apons capability. Once implemented, the
agreements we'veinegotiated will ban new nuclear states on the

territory of the |former Soviet Union. Above all, we have sought

to erase nuclear nightmares from the sleep of future generations.

And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the

sand: naked aggression against our vital interests will be
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answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
Our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for
justice -- it was a reminder to other would-be aggressors that

they will pay a price for their outlaw acts.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
' l

international economic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what were once the so-called second and third worlds.
The heart of ouriefforts has been the creation of a stronger and
freer internatio?al trading market.

I

our recent break{hrough with the European Community clears the
way for an early conclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a
major boost to wérld economic recovery. This week, Mexico,
Canada, and the 6nited States will sign a landmark agreement
establishing the}largest free trade zone the world-has ever seen.
And our efforts Fo forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific
Economic Coopera%ion confirm America's commitment to remain an

1

economic and security power in Asia..

I believe we have taken important steps toward a world in which

democracy is the norm, in which private enterprise, free trade,

and prosperity enrich every region -- a world in which the rule
|

of law prevails, and in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

good.

We must not stumble as we travel toward a world without the
brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of Somalia, or the

squalor that still haunts much of the Southern Hemisphere. We
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cannot rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain
weapons of mass destruction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or even America. There is much to be done before we
are within reach|of the democratic peace. But these first steps

|
have taken us in the right direction.

|

The challenge ah%ad is as great as the one we faced at the end of
the last great wér; But the opportunity is vastly greater.
Success will reqﬁire American vision and resolve --ian America
secure in its mi}itary; moral and economic strength. Success
will require unify of purpose: a commitment on the part of all
our people to thg proposition that our Nation's destiny lies in

the hope of a better world -- a new world made better, with our

friends and allies, by American leadership.

|
[
i

i
History is summoﬁing us once again to lead. Proud of its past,

|

America must onca again look forward. We must live up to the

greatness of our #orefathers' ideals, and in doing so secure our

grandchildren's fhtures.
|

That is the cause| that much of my public life has been dedicated
to serving. That! is the cause that you and I must now support

our new President| in pursuing.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.
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In XX days, ;I will hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping é career in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartime skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest buf entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled into a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two opposing'camps -- the forces of freedom against an alien-
ideology that cast its shadow over every American. Now, by the
grit of our peoplé and the grace of our God, the Qold War is
over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

: |
grateful for what, together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

the promise of wh?t we can yet bring to pass.

This afternoon I #ould like to share some of my thoughts on the
pést few years ané on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. Amid the triumph and the tumult of the trecent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America

remains today whaﬁ Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:
the last best hopé of earth.

|
This is a fact: a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th century. . The ieadership, the power, and yes,
the conscience of the United States of America -- all are

essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as

such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear:

When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the

international stace followina World War T. the warlA anawunad
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militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind
into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to

lead after World War II, we built from the principles of

democracy.and the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whosé moral resolve and economic strength contained
Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

|
In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise
beyond its border% or the yearning for liberty within them. And
the American lead;rship that undermined the confidence and
capacity of the communist regimes became a light for all the
peoples of the woéld.
Steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of
the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never found. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Alliance held together by enduring bonds among true
friends, facing a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation
troops, quisling éovernments, and, when all else failed, the use

!
of tanks against people.

i
By the 1980’s, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
.crack when they threatened America’s allies with the infamous
. SS-20 nuclear missile. Nor would we bend under pressure once we

decided to deploy to Europe missiles to protect our Allies from

this menace.

/
The American people showed that they would shoulder whatever

defense burden was needed to assure our freedom and protect our
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allies and interests. We made use of the splendid technology our
free enterprise system has produced. We showed that free people.
are capable of both sacrifice and strength. Having learned that
they could not d%vide our Alliance, the Soviets eventually were
forced to doubt éhat their command economy could keep them in the
race. As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too did the
ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,
and about them.

|
True, in the end ﬁoviet communism was destroyed by its own
dysfunctional dia&ectic. But the Soviet Union did not simply
lose the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. I say this
not to gloat but %o make a point. The qualities that enabled us
to triumph in tha# struggle -- faith, strength, ﬁnity, and above

| .
all American leadership -- are those we must call upon now to win

the peace.

With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the
| _
potential for cataclysm was never greater, the demand for

American leadership was never more compelling:
|

!
- As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but

peaceful move‘for freedom, they turned to America. And we

did not turn away.

- When our German friends took their hammers to tear down that

wall, they looked to America for solidarity. And we did not

look away.
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- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tfied to

roll back the tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked where we
stood. Ameﬁica did not walk away. America answered, for

the world to hear, "We stand with you."

The free peoples of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- at whoever might control its tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. :Only America could manage that danger. We
acted decisively #o help the new leaders reduce their arsenals.

|
Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titanticiclash of political systems, the collapse of the

most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot
i

being fired. That should be a source of pride for every
|

American. i

i

From the days aftér World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last

1

days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile democracies

x
themselves, American leadership has been indispensable. No one

person deserves cr?dit for this; America does. It has been

|
achieved because of what we as a people stand for -- and are made

of.

'Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are'
summoned again. This time we are called not to wage a war, hot
or cold, but to create a democratic peace -- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:

to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule

of law -- American principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the
entire human race.

I
This global vision can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It émbodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made u% unique among nations, and uniqﬁely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense of American self-interest. For if the long
struggle now conciuded has taught us anything, it is this:

Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor

terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of

i
I
i

mass destruction.i Likewise, the global spread of free markets,

through trade,‘in?estment, and growth, will sustain the expansion

of American prospérity. By helping others, in short, we help

't

Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. I ask

ourselves.

them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Berlin Wall demolished; the captive nations set

i
free; Russia democ;atic; whole classes of nuclear weapons

eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; the United Nations turning
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each of its Arab

neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so much war.

Each of these was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought |about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and
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American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

were overcome.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us

again. We face some already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and

religious hatred% will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
will take time aﬁd tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will
be overcome. Foﬁ no society, no continent, should be
diéqualified froﬁ our ideals. The community of democratic
nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as

it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international ins#itutions, America does not have to go it alone.

\

Yet from some qua#ters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of ﬁhe Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from%international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our part and now it is someone else’s turn. We are
warned against stepping up to the troubles that abound in today’s
world: clan warfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage
violence in Bosnia} instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

|
virulent nationalism throughout Europe.

And it is true: These problems -- ‘some frozen by the Cold War,
others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have

ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But

" let us be clear: The alternative to American‘leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of

l

|
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American principlles but their isolation in a world actively

hostile to them.| "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter

of chance, it is|a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited ﬁgi, it is a thing to be achieved." oOur choice as a
people is simple; We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape #s. And shape us they will, at a price
frightening to cgntempiate —-- morally, economically, and
strategically. | \

o
Morally, a failure to respond to massive human catastrophes like
that in Somalia, @here we can make the difference, will scar our
National soul for%a generation. When it is in our power to do
something that isiright and yet we fail to do it, we become lesé
than what we are;z America loses the moral authority that has
made it special i# history.

|

Economically, a wérld of escalating instability and hostile

nationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and

set us on a path of economic decline. American jobs would be

I

lost, our chance éo compete would be blocked, and our very weli-
being would be undermined.

|
‘Strategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic
revolution could be disastrous for American security. What was’
once Yugoslavia offers a view of the future -- if we let our:

values die in that|third of the world that has just been

liberated from communism.
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to

democracy is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and

violent. And in|a world where weapons of mass destruction are

spreading, the céllapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct ‘threat toithe safety of every American.

The new world coﬁld, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future;generations, indeed our own children, would not
forgive us.

i
But we need not f?ce such a future. Instead, we can recommit
ourselves to the hard work of freedom. This does not mean
running off on re;kleés, expensive crusades. It does not mean
bearing the world’s burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -
- economic, poiitical, and, yes, military -- when our interests
and values are at%risk and where we can make a difference.
It seems like foréver ago that the people of Germany tore down
that Wall. But it has been only three years -- and just over a
year since the Auiust coup was defeated by brave Russian

democrats. 1In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

|
through uncharted waters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

We have begun to define the post-Cold War reality. The old
network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is being

transformed to meet new challenges -- challenges that must be met
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with collective laction, led by the United States, to protect and

promote our political, economic, and security values.

Our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that
won the Cold War. We have begun to adapt America’s political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure théir vitality and strength in this new era. For these
will be our primary partners in addressing the next generation of

problems and opportunities.

For example, we have begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe -- a partnership ready to meet new security
challenges'in th%s age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our
Alliance, the Nor&h Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to

l

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.
|

|
%

In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-

Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways

. to work together ?s global partners to address common interests

-- in economics, development, and regional problems.

!
Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by suppdrting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharingvthis burden

" with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have helped develop a new political, economic, and civic
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infrastructure for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.
Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of ?ur former enenies.

|

|

In Latin America,/ our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative hés
opened up extraofdinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric qeighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental protection will water the home-grown efforts
throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform
their societies.

|
We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over --
aggressive nétionélism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and

humanitarian crises. We have pledged our support for a more
'l .

capable UN. |

|

All over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia =-- we
envisioned electio?s not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device
for resolving confﬁicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of secﬁrity and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons anvention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We’ve strengthened

multilateral export| controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,

and missile-related| technologies. 1In an act without precedent, a

UN inspection team is demolishing Irag’s weapons of mass

destruction. Once %mplemented, the START Treaty will ban new
|
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nuclear states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.
Above all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the

sleep of future generations.

|

l

‘.
And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the
sand: naked aggression against our vital interests will be

|
answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
Our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for

{
justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:
If you’re going to threaten the freedom of others -- you’re going

|
to lose some of your own.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international economic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what were once the so-called second and third worlds.
In particular, we have taken important steps toward the creation
of a stronger andifreer international trading market.

!

'.
Our recent breakthrough with the European Community clears the
way for an early cbnclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a
major boost to wor?d economic recovery. This week, Mexico,
Canada, and the Un&ted States will sign a landmark agreement
establishing the lérgest free trade zone the world has ever seen.
And our efforts to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific

- Economic Cooperation confirm America’s commitment to continue to

be an economic as well as a security power in Asia.

I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in which

democracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade
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and prosperity reach every region. A world in which the rule of

law prevails, and in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

good.

\ . ‘
We must not stumble as we travel toward a world without the

brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of Somalia, or the
squalor that still haunts much of the Southern Hemisphere. We
cannot rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain
weapons of mass destruction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or evén our own Nation. There is a difficult distance
to go before we 5re within reach of the democratic peace. But

these first steps, have determined an important direction.

The challenge ahead is as great as the one we faced at the end of
the last great wa#. But the opportunity is vastly greater.
Success will require American vision and resolve. It will
require unity of éurpose: a commitment on the part of all our
people to the proposition that our Nation’s destiny lies in the

1
hope of a better world -- a world made better by American

leadership. {

History is summoning us once again to lead. We must live up to

i

.the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals, and in so doing secure
|

~our grandchildren’s futures.

That is the cause that my entire life as a public servant has
been dedicated to fulfilling. That is the cause that you and I

must now support our new President in pursuing.
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Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.
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In XX days, I will hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping a career in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartime skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest but entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled inteo a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two oppesing camps —- the forces of freedom against an alien

 jdeology that cast its shadow over every American. Now, by the
grit of our people and the grace of our God, the Cold War is
over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the white House
grateful for what together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

the promise of what we can yet bring to pass.

This afternoon I would like to share some of my thoughts on the

past few years and on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. Amid the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America
remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hope of earth,

This is a fact: a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th century. The leadership, the power, and yes,
the conscience of the United States of Anmerica == all are
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as
such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear:

wman Amarica. victorious but weary, withdrew from the
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militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind
into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to
lead after World War II, we built from the principles of |
democracy and the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose moral resolve and economic strength contained

soviet totalitarianism and kept the psace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise
beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And
the American leadership that undermined the confidence and
capacity of the communist regimes became a light for all the

peoples of the world.

steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of
the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never found. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Alliance held together by enduring bonds among true
friends, facing a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation
trocps, quisling governments, and, when all else failed, the use

of tanks against people.

By the 1980’s, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
crack when they threatened America’s allies with the infamous

§5-20 nuclear missile. Nor would we bend under pressure onca we
decided to deploy to Europe missiles to protect eur Allies from

this menace.

The American people showed that they would shoulder whatever

defense burden was needed to assure our freedom and protect our
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)a and interests. We made use of the splendid technology our
enterprise system has produced. We showed that free people
-apable of both sacrifice and strength. Having learned that
could not divide our Alliance, the Soviets eventually were
ad to doubt that their command economy could keep them in the
As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, 80 too did the

ity of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,

about then.

By At
., in the end Soviet communism was destroyed by its own | ?;?22”{"7%
unctional dialectic. But the Soviet Union did not simply AQZ@LL
» the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. I say this aﬁf‘Qﬁa
to gloat but to make a point. The qualities that enabled us e ‘
:riﬁmph in that struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and above ;%;&/ Q%é?
American leadership -- are those we must call upon now to win cj7§;Qzéb

peace. bt 1225£zq4{( ﬁhﬁhu
27’52‘/4¢4au1é1?§ Tt ©
h Soviet communism in its death throes in recent yéa s,f%ﬁézéé, é;;aég’

ential for cataclysm was never greater, the demand for K ?ifé;@;ifgiy

rican leadership was never more compelling:

As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but
peaceful move for freedom, they turned to America., And we

did not turn awvay.

Wwhen our German friends took their hamrers to tear down that

wall, they looked to America for solidarity. And we did net S%gbx

look away. ng
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-- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to

roll back the tide of history, Boris veltsin agked where we

atood./ America did not walk away. America answered, for
! the/world to hear, "We stand with you."

tre JV%%ua/ ‘
The free peoples of th gg%%é‘watched in 4we as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- at whoever might control its tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We

acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals.

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed ewmpire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every

American.

From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile democracies
themselvea, American leadership has been indispensable. No one
person daszerves credit for this; America does. It has been

achiaved because of what we as a people stand for -- and are made

of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again., This time we are called not to wage a war, hot

or cold, but to create a democratic peace =-=- not for half a

world, as bafore, but for people the world over. The end of the
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cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:

to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule

of law -- American principles == embraced and enjoyed by the

entire human race.

This global vision can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It embodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made us unique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense of American gelf-interest. For if the long
struggle now concluded has taught us anything, it is this:
Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor
terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
mass destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets,
through trade, investment, and growth, w{;Lﬁsust;ip the expansion

of American prosperity. By helping others, in short, we help

ourselves.

some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream, I ask
them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Berlin Wwall demolished; the captive nations set
free; Russia democratic; whole classes of nucl;ar weapons
sy M 5 lerered \
dﬁég eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; the Uné@%ﬁyﬂation ‘turning 522?
‘/Léégéggéck a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and ts Arab /Q%Z&a
/ _\
neighbors talking peace in a region that has known s0 much war.

Each of these was once a drean. Today they are concrete
realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and
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American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

wera overcons.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face some already. Vielence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
will take time and tenacity, courage and resolvej but they will

S

AoPy s
9‘/31,4/ disqualified frcmdea s, The community of democratic
&

nations is more robust than ever. And it will gairn strength as

é;“v be overcome. For no society, no continent, should be

it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international institutions, America dces not have to go it alone.

vet from some quarters we hear volices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of the Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our part and now it is someone else’s turn. We are
warnad against stepping up to the troubles that abound in today'’s
world: clan warfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage
violence in Bosnia; instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism throughout Europe.

And it is true: These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,
others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But
let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of
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rican principles but their {gsolation in a world actively
tile to them. "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter
chance, it is a matter of chpojce; it is not a thing to be
ted for, it is a thing to be achieved." Our choice as a

sple is simple: We can either shape our times, or we can let
3 times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

jghtening to contemplate -= morally, economically, and

rategically.

rally, a failure to respond to maesive human catastrophes like

at in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our

tional soul for a generation. When it is in cur power to do

mething that is right and yet we fail to do it, we become less

\an what we are. America loses the moral authority that has

yde it special in history. ,4,:£%> léééékzg

congmically, a world of escalating instability and hostile
ationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and ’?f%%ﬁ
et us on a path of economic decline. American jobs would be 4&37

ost, our chance to compete would be blecked, and our very well=-

)eing would be undermined.

itrategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic
-avolution could be disastrous for American security. What was
nce Yugoslavia offers a view of the future =< if we let our

alues die in that third of the world that has just been

iberated from communism.
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In XX days, I will hand over the stewardship of this great

'A”g:;:VV ago in the wartime skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
e

#+m /' great contest but entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
ol PR

weet &  War II cooled into a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
Z;:i into two opposing camps -- the forces of freedom against an alien
- » ../- . . .

v”::””’ ideology that cast its shadow over every Amerlcan.<j29W7~bY the
P /

re.a “#¢ grit of our people and the grace of eux God, the Cold War is

"@qu4¢ over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

f e grateful for what together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

'b‘"(./ V2 aS

of Tl the promise of what we can yet bring to pass.

”9/"",’,".; é//‘/’?r/"/z Qi oél’(‘/w; '-'z‘ [J‘C/L‘an.._ /A Iw’i/ O/’/}\ 5‘\“{ ‘lﬂx{ }‘A’ —_—
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This afternoon I would like to share some of my thoughts on the
past few years and on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. Amid the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America
remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hope of earth.

This is a fact: a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th century. The leadership, the power, and yes,
the conscience of the United States of America -- all are
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as
such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear:

When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the

intarnariAanal ctra~na FATlArrinma WAaxw1A Llas T ) RPET. JE. e |
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militarism,-fascigm, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind
into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to
lead after World War II, we built from the principles of
democracy.and the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose moral resolve and economic strength contained |

Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise

beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And
the American leadership that undermined the confidence and
capacity of the communist regimes became a light for all the

peoples of the world.

Steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of
the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses

that were never found. Presidents from both parties led an

Atlantic Alliance held together by enduring bonds among true
|
friends, facing a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation

troops, quisling governments, and, when all else failed, the use

of tanks against people.

By the 1980’s, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
crack when they #hreatened America’s allies with the infamous
. 8S-20 nuclear missile. Nor would we bend under pressure once we

decided to deploy to Europe missiles to protect our Allies from

this menace.

The American people showed that they would shoulder whatever

defense burden was needed to assure our freedom and protect our
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allies and intere%ts. We made use of the splendid technology our
free enterprise s&stem has produced. We showed that free.people_
are capable of bth sacrifice and strength. "Having learned that
they could not di#ide our Alliance, the SOVié%S eventually were

forced to doubt tﬁat their command economy éould keep them in the
race. As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too did the

ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,

| ,.*‘o."‘\
and about them. X" (:R”,f) *c) .
W-ﬁ\ '.""A ,\/V:'ch‘ﬁ
' ) *
| v e R
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True, in the end Soviet comfunism was destroyed by its own
dysfunctional dialectic But the Soviet Union did not simply L///
lose the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. I say this

not to gloat but to make a point. The qualities that enabled us

to triumph in thaﬁ struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and above
all American leadership -- are those we must call upon now to win

the peace.

With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the
potential for capaclysm was never dgreater, the demand for

American leadership was never more compelling:

- As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but
peaceful move for freedom, they turned to America. And we

did not turn away.

- When our Geﬁman friends took their hammers to tear down that

wall, they ﬂooked to America for solidarity. And we did not

look away. |

|
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-- When the peoﬁle of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
: | .
roll back the tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked where we
stood. America did not walk away. America answered, for
the world to hear, "We stand with you."
. 19491
] A ] . \/
The free peoples of the world watched in awej as the Soviet Union

collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its

place -- at whoever might control its tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. . Only America could manage that danger. We
P ' “Fﬂyif— P~ “"-"‘"‘7‘4. w1 (u?.r.\’ VKb i, %clv.ru and ktz;f:(f”’_‘;

! Piactard [ 193 -\"’l‘l‘ uc'
acted decisively toshelp the*néwW-ieaders reduce thrir:afgana S,

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily arméd empire in history, took place without a shot

|

being fired. Th&t should be a source of pride for every
;

|
American. i
+

From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies wereéthreatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last
days of the ColdEWar, as our foes became fragile democracies
themselves, American leadership has been indispensable. No one
person deserves credit for this; America does. .It has been

achieved because of what we as a people stand for -- and are made

of.

'Yes, we answered| the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again. | This time we are called not to wage a war, hot

or cold, but to create a democratic peace -- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:

5

to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule
of law -- Americaq principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the
|

entire human race.

|
This global visioé can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It embodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made us|unique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than thaF: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense bf American self-interest. For if the long
struggle now concauded has taught us anything, it is this:
Democracies do no% commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor
terrorism. Democ%acies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
mass destrucﬁion.g Likewise, the global spread of free markets,
through trade,‘in&estment, and growth, wili sustain the expansion
of American prospgrity. By helping others, in short, we help

ourselves.

Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. T ask
them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Berlin Wall demolished; the captive nations sét
frgef.Russia democratic; whole élasses of nuclear weapons
eliminated, the fest vastly reduced; the United Nations turning
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each of its Arab

neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so much war.

Each of these was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious application of American leadership, American power, and



6

American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

were overcome.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face some already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds!will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
will take time and tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will

be overcome. For| no society, no continent, should be

disqualified from our ideals. The community of democratic

nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as
it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international ingtitutions, America does not have to go it alone.

|

|
Yet from some quqrters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of the Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic neéds precludé an active foreign policy, that we
have done our pa%t and now it is someone else’s turn. We'are
warned against sﬁepping'up to the troubles that abound in today’s
world: clan warfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage

violence in Bosnia; instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism throughout Europe.

And it is true: |These problems -- ‘some frozen by the Cold War,
others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But

let us be clear:| The alternative to American leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of
t



!

American p?incipl%s but their isolation in a world actively

7

hostile to them. |"Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter

i

of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited ﬁg:, it is'a thing to be achieved." oOur choice as a
people is simple:! We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape ug. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.

Morally, a failur% to respond to massive human catastrophes like

that in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our
National soul for a generation. When it is in our power to do
something that ié right and yet we fail to do it, we become less

than what we are. America loses the moral authority that has

made it special in history.

i
I
{

Economically, a world of escalating instability and hostile
nationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and
set us on a path of economic decline. American jobs would be

lost, our chance to compete would be blocked, and.our very well-

being would be undermined.

.Strategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratfc

~revolution couldjbe disastrous for American security.) What was’

ORce Yugoslavia ?ffers a view of the future -- if we let our

@&}gﬁ valpes die in that third of the world that has just been =

liberated from communism.
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to

democracy is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and

violent. And in a world where weapons of mass destruction are
spreading, the co%lapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not

forgive us.

But we need not fhce such a future. Instead, we can recommit
ourselves to theihard work of freedom. This does not mean
running off on r%ckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean
bearing the world’s burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -
- econonic, poliéical, and, yes, military -- when our interests

]
and values are at risk and where we can make a difference.

It seems like forever ago that the people of Germany tore down
that Wall. But it has been only three years -- and just over a
year since the August co gp was defeated by brave Russian
1”1 P dad Boris Yelfs —
democratsA this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

1
through uncharteq waters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

We have begun to|define the post-Cold War reality. The old
network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is being

transformed to meet new challenges -- challenges that must be met
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with collective action, led by the United States, to protect and
promote our political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that
won the Cold War. We have begun to adapt America’s political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vitality and strength in this new era. For these

will be our primary partners in addressing the next generation of

problems and opportunities.

For example, we ﬁave begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe -- a partnership ready to meet new security
challenges'in th%s age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our

Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to
|
reach out to our! former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

|
|
In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-

Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways

!
to work together’' as global partners to address common interests

. . | .
-- 1in economlcs,|development, and regional problems.

Then we have com@itted ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by supgorting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharing'this burden

'with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have hﬁ

|

lped develop a new political, economic, and civic
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infrastructure for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.

Now the Freedom Supponxt Ack”will provide crucial help for reform

in
,uNtngw»f{~u
C/<ﬂ_7_~LA/'/'M/ A’Y

- ukV&Lwcl Be o,

T e A,
In Latin America, oux Enterprise f£&r the Americas Initiative has
opened up extraordinaky possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbqrs. /Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental protecfion will water the home-grown efforts
throughout Latin Ame © open up their economies and transform

their societies.

We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over --
aggressive nationalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and
humanitarian crises. We have pledged our support for a more

capable UN.

All over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of security and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We’ve strengthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
and missile-related technologies. In an act without precedent, a
UN inspection team is demolishing Iraqg’s weapons of mass

destruction. Once implemented, the START Treaty will ban new

J4MNMr;L4 Rusriec a—d A L
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infrastructure for|nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.

Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in democratic Russia and in the other countries where reform is

on the march -- Uk;aine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Georgia
and Kyrgyzstan,

In Latin America, Hemocracy is 1in the ascendancy and totalitarism
in retreat. Our pplicy of unremitting supporﬁ for democratic
constitutional goJernment has been a major factor in bringing
this about. Our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has
opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric néighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade
and environmental!protection Qill watér the home-grown efforts
throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform
their societies. ;And the North American Free Trade Agreement,
which I will sign;this Thursday portends a new era in relations

with Mexico and almodel for the rest of the hemisphere.

In Africa we are reaching out to support the democratization and
free elections, helping Africans resolve bitter armed conflicts,

and helping strengthen market-oriented economic development.
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.nuclear states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.

R .Seu,

Above all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the "

sleep of future generations.

And we underscored one key security principie with a line in the
sand: naked aggression ag;inst our vital interests will be
answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
our victory in t%e Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for
justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:

If you’re going to threaten the freedom of others -- you’re going

to lose some of your own.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international economic growth -- for burselves and for those
nations of what were once the so-called second and third worlds.

Tte et /
of a stronger, aprd freer, intefnational trading .

|

[

In particular, we have take:zégggif?nt steps toward the creation

Our recent breakthrough with the European Community clears the

|
way for an early conclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a

l(/yfo,c/
major boost to world economic recovery. PFhis—week, Mexico, _
. . Z%wbéﬁaﬂauz4¢/Eiua&haé&~,

_Canada, and the United States will sign’-a- landmarkjagreement
Ahﬁ&/Z%Zo&acaéqLWLAULﬁﬁa; ’
establishipmg the largest free trade zone the world has ever seen.
And our efforts|to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation confirm America’s commitment to continue to

be an economic as well as a security power in Asia.

I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in which

democracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade

|
|



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 14, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McGROARTY

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT/65:>

SUBJECT: Texas A&M Speech

Attached is a great excerpt from Yeltsin’s toast last June. The
President will never say it as it is. We can perhaps use the
first and maybe the last sentence by saying:

Yeltsin said that the U. S., and I quote, ’'was the first
among the leaders of the world to understand the true
scope and meaning of the victory of the Russian people
on August 19.’ If we want also to use the last sentence,
we can say ’'it (the U. S.) displayed leadership, fore-
sight and wisdom that were so needed by Russia and the
future of Russian democracy.’

Attachment



Yeltsin toast at June 17 dinner for the President--Russian

Embassy
A

"I must tell you tha{;P esident. Bush was the first,among the
leaders of the world toT understand the true scope and meaning of
the victory of the Russian people on August 19, 1991?1 President
Bush was the first among all chief executives of the Tountries of
the world to call me in the White House in Moscow and to express
his support and say that the President of the United States and
of the American people stood behind Russia. Whereupon he called
other Presidents and they called me. Among those Presidents,
there were some who called me only in the afternoon of August 20
when the situation was absolutely clear for all. At that time,
President Bush displayed leadership, foresight and wisdom that
were so needed by Russia and the future of Russian democracy.

\]’ 7jégu Li;%igfz£;§¥§%£?7z%ifzr ’
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to
democracy is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and
violent. And in a world where weapons of mass destruction are
spreading, the collapse of the democratic revelution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not

forgive us.

But we need not face such a future. Instead, we can recommit
surselves to the hard work of freedom. This does not mean
running offlon reckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean
bearing the world’s burdens alone But it does mean leadership -
- economic, political, and, yes, military -- when our interests

and values are at risk and where we can make a difference.

Tt seems like forever ago that the people of Germany tore down
that Wall. But it has been only three years --= and just over a
year since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian
democrats. 1In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

through uncharted waters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

(

‘'We have beqgun to define the post=-Cold War reality. The old

network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is being

transformed to meet new challenges -=- challenges that must be metv
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with'collective action, led by tha United States, to protect and

promote our political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the core of the democratic cemmunity that’
won the Cold War. We have begun to adapt Amsrica’s poiitical,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vitality and strength in this new era. For these
will be our primary partners in addressing the next gensration of

problems and opportunities.

For example, we have begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark againat the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe == a partnership ready to meet new gecurity

challenges ih this age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our

Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council,.enables NATO-£0-— . -

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

Tn the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-
Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways
to work together as global partners to address common interests

-= in @conomice, development, and regional problems.

Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharing-this burden

with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programsé have helped develop a new political, economic, and eivic
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The draft of the Texas A&M speech has one tepid line on the
UN, "We have pledged our support for a more capable UN." Not

good enough, 1n light on the major change in policy in NSD
74.

Suggest: " The UN has assumed a greater role in creating
stability, especially through the 14 peacekeeping operations
it is conducting around the world. As I said at the general
assembly last September, America can and will enter into a
partnership with the UN to.$mp@evew$93meapab&#&@%es for
peace." S ressd, Yo, P oL>ES & /%c,@
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j" infrastructure for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.

Now the FreedomISupport Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of our former enemies.

In Latin America, our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has

opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
! our hemispheric neighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental protection will water the home-grown efforts

throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform

their 5001et1es. vy 7)) ovrd
b T WWMW

We are strengt eni ablllty of the democratic community t

deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over ~--

aggressive nétionalismj ethnic conflict, civil war, and

humanitarian crises.

capable UN. )

All over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we

We have pledged our support for a more

envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy. -

In the.area of security and arms control, we’ve stépped up patrol
agaiﬂst the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
cheﬁical Weapons’¢onvention‘will ban chemical weapons from the
~arsenéls of all participating states. We’ve strengthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
.and missile-related technologies. In an act without pfecedent, a

UN inspection team igvdemolishing Iraq’s weapons of mass

destruction. Once'iﬁplemented, the START Treaty_will ban new
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infrastructure for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.
Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of our former enemies.

a/y/]&@%»&w f
In Latin America, our Enterpris® for the Americas Initiative has .

opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental protection will water the home-grown efforts

throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform

their societies.

We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over -=-
aggressive nationalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and
humanitarian crises. We have pledged our suppert for a more

capable UN,

All over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of security and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chémical weapons from the
arsenals of all pérticipating_states. We’ve strengthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, bioloqic;l,

and missile-related technologies. In an act without -precedent, a

o 5
UN inspection team is demolishing Iraq]zé‘/{wé‘a‘goéﬂjdgéc m5 s
destruction. Once implemented, Ehe—&fkﬁl¥;£ea€$ wf&fz%Z; new A*?gzég;
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ar states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.

all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the

of future generatidns. (gqﬁxbk’ )
0

e underscored one key security principle with a line in the
naked aggression against our vital interests will be

red decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.

rictory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for

ce -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:

wu’re going to threaten the freedom of others =-- you’re going

yse soma of your own.

ave been committed to building the basis for sustained
rnational economic growth =-- for ourselves and for those

ons of what were once the so-called second and third worlds. -
articular, we have taken important steps toward the creation

stronger and freer international trading market.

recent breakthrough with the European Community clears the
for an early conclusion to the Uruguay Roumd of GATT and a

r boost to world economic recovery. This week, Mexico,

\da, and the United States will sign a landsark agreement
\blishing the largest free trade zone the woerld has ever seen.
our efforts to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific

yomic Coopsration confirm America’s commitment to continue to

an economic as well as a security power in Asia,

elieve we have taken the first steps toward a world in which

ocracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ___12/12/92 : ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10:00 am / MON. / 12-14

PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TEXAS A & M
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

SUBJECT: :
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1992
ACTION FYI | ACTION  FYI
VICE Pf;,gsmemawwm’f' 2 MCBRIDE 0 [ﬁf
BAKER U v MOORE my (% -
- SCOWCROFT 9{ i MULLINS ¥ O %
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) REMARKS: : . — ’ ’

Please provide your comments on the attached directly tr _ -
Dan McGroarty, Rm 122, x2930, with a copy to this offimm - Z
NO IATER THAN 10:00 d.re., MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, Thank vou. '

-

'RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary,
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH ¢ DAN MC GROARTY
FROM: . ANDREW, FERGUSON (.4
SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT TEXAS A & M

I. SUMMARY

- "":2: ZL’i

{

R i Oh:Tuééday, December.-15th at noon you will deliver remarks. ---

to an audience of 7,500 students and faculty in the G. Rollie

White Coliseum on the campus of Texas A & M.

ITI. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 25 minutes / teleprompter) focus
- on your foreign policy accomplishments and America's role in the

post-Cold War world.

B
S,
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DRAFT: December 11, 1992

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TEXAS A & M

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1992
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

(Acknowledgments)

In XX days, I will hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping a career in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartime skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest but entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled into a longer Cold War, one that froze the,world‘
into two opposing camps -- the forces of freedom against an alien
ideology that cast its shadow over every American. Now, by the
grit of our people and the grace of our God, the Cold War is
over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

grateful for what together we have achieved, and exhilirated by

the promise of what we can yet bring to pass.

This afternoon I would like to share some of my thoughts on the
paét few years and on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. Amid the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America
remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hope of earth.

This is a fact: a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th century. The leadership, the power, and yes,
the conscience of the United States of America -- all are
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as

such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear: .

When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the 90*¢JZ”M A

o o _ 7AA>§"U
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militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind
into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to
lead aftér World War II, we built from the principles of
democracy énd the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose moral resolve and economic strength contained:

Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise

beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And

the American'leadership that undermined the confidence ana ‘
capacity of the communist regimes became a light for all the

peoples of the world.

Steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of

the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never found. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Alliance held togethe; by enduring bonds among true
friends, facing a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation
troops, quisling governments, and, when all else fq&led, the use

of tanks against people.

By the 1980’s, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
crack when they threatened America’s allies with the infamous
SS-20 nuclear missile. Nor would we bend under pressure once we
decided to deploy to Europe missiles to protect our Allies frqm

this menace.

The American people showed that they would shoulder whatever

defense burden was needed to assure our freedom and protect our

~ey
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allies and interests. We made use of the splendid technology our
free enterprise system has produced. We showed that free_people,\
are capable of both sacrifice and strength. 'Having learned that
they could not divide our Alliance, the Soviets eventually were
forced to doubt that their command economy could keep them in the
race. As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too did the

ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,

- and about thenmn.

True, in the end Soviet communism was destroyed by its own &

" dysfunctional dialectic. But the Soviet Union did not simply

lose the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. I say this
not to gloat but to make a point. The qualities that enabled us
to triumph in that struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and above

all American leadership -- are those we must call upon now to win

the peace.

With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the
potential for cataclysm was never greater, the demqu for

American leadership was never more compelling:

- As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but

peaceful mo?e for f;eedom,dthey turned to America. And we

did not turn away.

- When our German friends took their hammers to tear down that

wall, they looked to America for solidarity. And we did not ]

look away.
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- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
. i roll back the tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked yhere,we
stood. America did not walk away. America answered, for

the world to hear, "We stand with you."

The free peoples of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union
collapsed, but they held their breath at whaf might take its
place -- at whoever might control ifs tens of thousands of
nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We

acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsénals.*

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavil? armed empire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every

American.

From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin’s expansionigﬁ, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile dé;ocracies
themselves, American leadership has been indispensable. No one
person deserves credit for this; America does. It has been

- achieved because of what we as a people stand for -- and are made
L ~ - - F-3 . . .

of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again. This time we are called not to wage a war, hot '
or cold, but to create a democratic peace —- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change histo;y:
to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule
of law -- American principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the
entire human race. -

!
This global vision can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It embodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made us unique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hafd—nosed sense of American self-interest. For if the‘iong %
_strqule now concluded has taught us anything, it is this:
Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor
terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
‘mass destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets,

through trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the expansion

of American prosperity. By helping others, in short, we heip

ourselves.

Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dr%gm. I ask
them to consider the last four years, when a dozen|areams were
made real. The Berlin Wall demolished; the captive nations sét
free; Russia democratic;‘whole classes of nuclear weapons

- eliminated,. the rest .vastly redyced; the United Nations turning
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each of its Arab

neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so much war.

Each of these was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

judicious applicatién of American leadership, American power, and
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American moral force. There were obstacles and set-backs; they

were overcome.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face some already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds will be powerful adversaries. - Overcoming them
will take time and tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will
be overcome. For no society, no continent, should be
disqualified from our ideals. The community of democratic
nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain streﬁgth.as%
it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthening our

international institutions, America does not have to go it alone.

Yet from some quarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of the Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our part and now it is someone else's'tu;g. We are
warned against stepping up to the troubles that abo&nd in today’s
world: clan warfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage
violence in Bosnia; instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism ;hrgughoutﬂEurope.

And it is true: These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,

N

others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But i -

let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not

. more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of -~
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American principles but their isolation in a world actively
hostile to them. "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter

of chance, it is a matter of choice; it.is not a thing to be

waited for, it is a thing to be achieved." Our choice as a
people is simple: We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.

Morally, a.failure to respond to massive human catastrophes liké

. that in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our

National soul for a generation. When it is in our power to do
something that is right and yet we fail to do it, we become less
than what we are. America loses the moral authority that has

made it special in history.

Economically, a world of escalating instability and hostile

nationalism will disrupt global markets, touch off trade wars and

set us on a path of economic decline. American jobg would be
. . ~

lost, our chance to compete would be blocked, and our very well-

being would be undermined.

Strategically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic

- - D
revolution could be disastrous for American security. What was
once Yugoslavia offers a view of the future -- if we let our

values die in that third of the world that has just been

:5«.3'
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to
democracy isauthoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and
violent. And in a world where weapons of mass destruction are
spreading, the collapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not

forgive us. - 4

But we need not face such a future. 1Instead, we can recommit
ourselves éo the hard work of freedom. This does not mean
running off on reckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean
bearing the world’s burdens alone. But it does mean 1eadership -
- economic, political, and, yes, military -- when our interests
and values are at risk and where we can make a difference.

i
It seems like forever ago that the people of GermaQX tore down
that Wall. But it has been only three years -- ané!just over a
year since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian
democrats. In this brief timé, we have embarked on a new course,

through uncharted waters. It has been up to America to tend the

rudder.

We have begun to define the post-Cold War reality. The old
network of alliances, institutions, and regimes is béing

transformed to meet new challenges —-- challenges Ehat must be met
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with collective action, led by the United States, to protect and

promote our ‘political, economic, and security values.

our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that
won the Cold War. We have begun to adapt America’s'political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vitality and strength in this new era. For these
willhbe our primary partners in addressing the next generation of
problems and opportunities.

§
For example, we have bequn to transform the Atlantic Alliance/
that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into a partnership with a
more united Europe -- a partnership ready to meet new security
challenges'in this age of uncertainty. And a neﬁ feature of our
Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-
Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also:explored ways
to work together as global partners to address comﬁon interests

-- in economics, development, and regional problems.

Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic

community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharihg-this burden"z
with the very nations America helped after World Waf II;

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have helped develop a new political, econonmic, -and civié
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infrastructure for nations crushed for years by Stalin’s legacy.
Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of our former enemies.

In Latin America, our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has
opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbors. Debt relief, investment, free trade,
and environmental protection will water the home-grown efforts

throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform

) oti Our confinmning ‘/M"L‘—vvf/ "’—' e ’/“‘“é) "'T'. ‘
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We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over —--
aggressive nationalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and

humanitarian crises. We have pledged our support for a more

capable UN.

All over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tgol, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of security and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We’ve strengthened
multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
and missile-related technologies. In an act without precedent, a
UN inspection team is demolishing Iraqg’s weapons of mass

destruction. Once implemented, the START Treaty will ban new
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‘nuclear states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.
?} = Above all, we have seeked to ban nuclear nightmares from the -

T sleep of future generations.

And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the
sand: naked aggression'against our vital interests will be

- answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
o Our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for
justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:
If you’re going to threaten the freedom of others -- youfre going

=% to lose some of your own.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international economic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what were once the so-called second and third worlds.
In particular, we have taken important steps toward the creation

of a stronger and freer international trading market.

Our recent breakthrough with the European Communitxéclears,the
way for an early conclusion to the Uruguay Round og GATT and a
major boost to world economic recovery. This week, Mexico,
Canada, and the United States will sign a landmark agreement
» establishing the la;ges@ free Efade zone the world has ever seen.
And our efforts to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific '
Economic Cooperation confirm America’s commitment to continue to f

!
be an economic as well as a security power in Asia.

+eeeew . ..I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in ‘which

democracy is commonplace, in which private enterprise, free trade
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and prosperity reach every region. A world in which the rule of
law prevails; and in which ethnic hatred has been buried for

good.

L

We must not stumble as we travel toward a world without the

IS

= brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of Somalia, or the

squalor that still haunts much of the Southern Hemisphere. We
cannot rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain
weapons of mass destruction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or even our own Nation. There is a difficult'distadce

to go before we are within reach of the democratic peace. But

)
T L SR SR

these first steps have determined an important direction.

[T

The challenge ahead is as great as the one we faced at the end of
the last great war. But'the opportunity is vastly greater.
Success will require American vision and resolve. It will
requige unity of purpose: a commitment on the part of all our
people to the proposition that our Nation’s destiny lies in the
hope of a better world -- a world made better by American

SF
}:' I

leadership.

History is summoning us once again to lead. We must live up to

the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals, and in so doing secure

3

our grandchildren’s futures.

That is the cause that my entire life as a public servant has
been dedicated to fulfilling. That is the cause that you and I

must now support our new President in pursuing.

-



13

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

Anerica.
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In XX days, I will hand over the stewardship of this great
nation, capping a career in public service that began 50 years
ago in the wartime skies over the Pacific. Our country won that
great contest but entered an uneasy peace: the fires of World
War II cooled into a longer Cold War, one that froze the world
into two opposing camps -- the forces of freedom against an alien
ideology that cast its shadow over every American. Now, by the

Apfenmirstin e K\’
gzig of our people and the grace ofégﬁﬁgégd, the Cold War is \>< %

over. Freedom has carried the day. I leave the White House

grateful for what together we have achieved, and exhilirated b

the promise of what we can yet bring to pass. (
Cnle Sp

This afternoon I would like to share some of my thoughts on the
past few years and on America’s purpose in the world. My thesis
is a simple one. Amid the triumph and the tumult of the recent
past, one truth rings out more clearly than ever. America
remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a century ago:

the last best hope of earth.

This is a fact: a truth made indelible by the struggles and
agonies of the 20th century. The leadership, the power, and yes,
the conscience of the United States of America -- all are
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as
such an order is essential for us. History’s lesson is clear:
When America, victorious but weary, withdrew from the

international stage following World War I, the world spawned
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militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, plunging mankind
into another devastating conflict. But in answering the call to
lead after World War II, we built from the principles of
democracy and the rule of law a new community of free nations --
a community whose moral resolve and economic strength contained

Soviet totalitarianism and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism proved no match for free enterprise
beyond its borders or the yearning for liberty within them. And
the American leadership that undermined the confidence and

capacity of the communist regimes became a }ighévfor all the

peoples of the world. Aéaca“

Steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood in the path of

the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for weaknesses
that were never found. Presidents from both parties led an
Atlantic Alliance held together by enduring bonds among true
friends, facing a Warsaw Pact forced together by occupation
troops, quisling governments, and, when all else failed, the use

of tanks against people.

By the 1980’s, Kremlin leaders found that our Alliance would not
crack when they threatened America’s allies with the infamous

SS-20 nuclear missile. Nor would we bend under pressure once we
decided to deploy to Europe missiles to protect our Allies from

this menace.

The American people showed that they would shoulder whatever

defense burden was needed to assure our freedom and protect our

4
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allies and interests. We made use of the splendid technology our
free enterprise system has produced. We showed that free people
are capable of both sacrifice and strength. Having learned that
they could not divide our Alliance, the Soviets eventually were
forced to doubt that their command economy could keep them in the
race. As the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too did the

ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth -- about us,

and about them.

True, in the end Sov1et communism was destroyed by its own xd&AﬁtimM75 ><
dysfunctrunai—d&a%ee%&c But the Soviet Union did not simply

lose the Cold War; the Western democracies won it. I say this

not to gloat but to make a point. The qualities that enabled us

to triumph in that struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and above

all American leadership -- are those we must call upon now to win

the peace.

With Soviet communism in its death throes in recent years, the
potential for cataclysm was never greater, the demand for

American leadership was never more compelling:

- As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold but

peaceful move for freedom, they turned to America. And we

did not turn away.

- When our German friends took their hammers to tear down that
wall, they looked to America for solidarity. And we did not

look away.
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-- When the people of Russia blocked the tanks that tried to
roll back the tide of history, Boris Yeltsin asked where we
stood. America did not walk away. America answered, for

the world to hear, "We stand with you."

The free peoples of the world watched in awe as the Soviet Union

collapsed, but they held their breath at what might take its
place -- whoever might control its tens of thousands of ;&i
nuclear weapons. Only America could manage that danger. We

acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce their arsenals.

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will record: the
end of a titantic clash of political systems, the collapse of the
most heavily armed empire in history, took place without a shot
being fired. That should be a source of pride for every

American.

From the days after World War II, when fragile European
democracies were threatened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last
days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile democracies

themselves, American leadership has been indispensable. No one

person deserves credit for this; America does. It has beeu
et
achieved because of what we as a people stand for -- and/Fre made

of.

Yes, we answered the call and we triumphed, but today we are
summoned again. This time we are called not to wage a war, hot
or cold, but to create a democratic peace -- not for half a

world, as before, but for people the world over. The end of the
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Cold War has placed in our hands the chance to change history:
to see the principles of democracy, free enterprise, and the rule
of law -- American principles -- embraced and enjoyed by the

entire human race.

This global vision can energize America as we approach the
millennium. It embodies our country’s tradition of idealism,
which has made us unique among nations, and uniquely successful.
But more than that: the advance of democratic ideals reflects a
hard-nosed sense of American self-interest. For if the long
struggle now concluded has taught us anything, it is this:
Democracies do not commit aggression. Democracies do not sponsor
terrorism. Democracies do not threaten humanity with weapons of
mass destruction. Likewise, the global spread of free markets,
through trade, investment, and growth, will sustain the expansion

of American prosperity. By helping others, in short, we help

ourselves.

Some will dismiss this vision as no more than a dream. I ask
them to consider the last four years, when a dozen dreams were
made real. The Berlin Wall demolished; the captive nations set
free; Russia democratic; whole classes of nuclear weapons
eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; the United Nations turning
back a tyrant in the Persian Gulf; Israel and each of its Arab
neighbors talking peace in a region that has known so much war.
Each of theée was once a dream. Today they are concrete
realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient and

Judicious application of American leadership, American power, and
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American moral force. There were obstacles and ¢ they

were overcome.

And surely serious obstacles and set-backs will confront us
again. We face some already. Violence, poverty, and tribal and
religious hatreds will be powerful adversaries. Overcoming them
will take time and tenacity, courage and resolve; but they will
be overcome. For no ;ociety, no continent, should be
disqualified fro?\agyn?aeals. The community of democratic
nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as
it grows. By working with our allies, by strengthenizi‘our

X7
international institutions, America does not have to go—it alone.

Yet from some quarters we hear voices sounding the retreat. The
disappearance of the Soviet challenge, they say, means America
can withdraw from international responsibilities. Others assert
that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy, that we
have done our part and now it is someone else’s turn. We are
warned against stepping up to the troubles that abound in today’s
world: clan warfare and mass starvation in Somalia; savage
violence in Bosnia; instability in Russia; the alarming growth of

virulent nationalism throughout Europe.

And it is true: These problems -- some frozen by the Cold War,
others held in check by communist repression -- seem to have
ignited all at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. But
let us be clear: The alternative to American leadership is not

more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing of
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American principles but their isolation in a world actively
hostile to them. "Destiny," it has been said, "is not a matter
of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be
waited for, it is a thing to be achieved." Our choice as a
people is simple: We can either shape our times, or we can let
the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price

frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and

strategically.

Morally, a failure to respond to massive human catastrophes like
that in Somalia, where we can make the difference, will scar our
Natjional soul for a generation. When it is in our power to do
omething that is right and yet we fail to do it, we become less
than what we are. America loses the moral authority that has

made it special in history.

Economically, a world of escalating instabi}ity‘and hostile
nationalism will disrupt global markets, Fo#%gﬁééf trade wars and
set us on a path of economic decline. American jobs would be
lost, our chance to compete would be blocked, and our very well-

being would be undermined.

Strateqically, abandonment of the world-wide democratic

revolution could be disastrous for American security. What was
. Y MPSL .

once Yugoslavia offers daw' of the future -- if we let our

values die in that third of the world that has just been

liberated from communism.
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In Russia, in Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, the alternative to
democracy is authoritarianism: aggressive, xenophobic, and
violent. And in a world where weapons of mass destruction are
spreading, the collapse of the democratic revolution could pose a

direct threat to the safety of every American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the old. Let me
be blunt: a retreat from American leadership would be a mistake
for which future generations, indeed our own children, would not
forgive us.

rt&‘ba‘rCﬁﬂLL

But we need not face such a future. Instead, we can recommit )
n‘h N ()\ﬂ»“

ourselves to the of fréedom. This does not mean ><

running off on reckless, expensive crusades. It does not mean

bearing the world’s burdens alone. But it does mean leadership -

- economic, political, and, yes, military -- when our interests

and values are at risk and where we can make a difference.

A0~ =
It seems Léke=§é¥é;er ago that the people of Germany tore down

that Wall. But it has been only three years -- and just over a
year since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian
democrats. In this brief time, we have embarked on a new course,

through uncharted waters. It has been up to America tquggav£ﬁe
rudder.

We an 1L"""‘747””"7
We have begun to define the post-Cold War reality. fhe old

network of alliances, institutions, and reg1mes<isthe¢aq—

transformed to meet new challenges -- challenges that must be met
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with collective action, led by the United States, to protect and

promote our political, economic, and security values.

Our foundation must be the core of the democratic community that
won the Cold War. We have begun to adapt America’s political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vitality and strength in this new era. For these
will be our primary partners in addressing the next generation of

problems and opportunities.

For example, we have begun to transform the Atlantic Alliance,
that bulwark against the Soviet threat,tinto a partnership with a
more united Europe -- a partnership EQQS;-to meet new security
challenges in this age of uncertainty. And a new feature of our
Alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables NATO to

reach out to our former adversaries in the Warsaw Pact.

In the Pacific, we have affirmed the importance of the U.S.-
Japan security ties to stability in Asia, but also explored ways
to work together as global partners to address common interests

-- in economics, development, and regional problens.

Then we have committed ourselves to expanding the democratic
community by supporting political and economic freedom in nascent
democracies and market economies. And we are sharing this burden

with the very nations America helped after World War II.

In Central and Eastern Europe, our Enterprise Funds and other

programs have helped develop a new political, economic, and civic
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infrastructure for nations c by Stalin’s legacy.

Now the Freedom Support Act will provide crucial help for reform

in the lands of our former enemies.

In Latin America, our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative has
opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbors. Debt rellef 1nvestment free trade,
and environmental protection will &L;er the home-grown efforts
throughout Latin America to open up their economies and transform

their societies.

We are strengthening the ability of the democratic community to
deal with the political landmines the Cold War left over --
aggressive nationalism, ethnic conflict, civil war, and
humanitarian crises. We have pledged our support for a more

capable UN.

All over the world -- Nicaragqua, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia -- we
envisioned elections not only as a goal, but as a tool, a device

for resolving conflicts and establishing political legitimacy.

In the area of security and arms control, we’ve stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
Chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the

arsenals of all participating states. We’ve strengthened

,multilateral export controls on nuclear, chemical, biological,
lgha missile-related technologies. 1In an act without precedent, a
/

. . . , , v hbonv 0
ﬁ” UN 1nspection team is demolishing Iraq’s weaponsfeflmass

destructio%} Once implemented, the START Treaty will ban new
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nuclear states on the territory of the former Soviet Union.

SO Wahat—  €Aas2, ) -
Above all, we havéféngsd to Bgn*nuclear nightmares from the >\“/

sleep of future generations.

And we underscored one key security principle with a line in the
sand: naked aggression against our vital interests will be
answered decisively by American resolve, leadership, and might.
Our victory in the Persian Gulf War was more than a blow for <
justice -- it was a needed reminder to other would-be tyrants:

'l
it you*ra=geéa§=$:T;hreaten the freedom of others -- you'’ re~geing._<=>
;bdgi;se some of your own.

We have been committed to building the basis for sustained
international economic growth -- for ourselves and for those
nations of what were once the so-called second and third worlds.
In particular, we have taken important steps toward the creation

of a stronger and freer international trading market.

Our recent breakthrough with the European Community clears the

way for an early conclusion to the Uruguay Round of GATT and a

major boost to world economic recovery. This week, Mexico,

Canada, and the United States will sign a landmark agreement &{

Now e -

establishing the largest free trade zone the world has ever SE8R

And our efforts to forge a new mechanism for Asia Pacific . )
femain aad

Economic Cooperation confirm America’s commitment to 1 —to-=

be:Z; economic as—well as.a- security power in As&ﬁxﬁgﬂk.fe»gfm:

I believe we have taken the first steps toward a world in which

. aqived . . | Y
democracy is + 1n which private enterprise, free trade }K‘
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and prosperity ;gaéh every /Eg}gni A world in whlch the rule of
law prevails, and in which ethnic hatred buried forldAgsi

good,

"
scamcw\'

We must not stumble as we travel towafé/a world without the

brutal violence of Bosnia, the %ﬁgg%§%énarchy of Somalia, or the X

squalor that still haunts much ;f the Southern Hemisphere. we fl

cannot rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to obtain

weapons of mass destruc;fon with which to threaten their

A & 7
neighbors, or even our—own—ﬂagiél There is a difficult distance 'yg

to go before we are within reach of the democratlc peace. But
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these first steps have determlned an 1mportant dlrectlon.

The challenge ahead is as great as the one we faced at the end of
the last great war. But the opportunity is vastly greater.
Success will require American vision and resolve. It will
require unity of purpose: a commitment on the part of all our
people to the proposition that our Nation’s destiny lies in the
hope of a better world -- a world made better by American

leadership.

History is summoning us once again to lead. We must live up to
the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals, and inlso oing/secure

\
our grandchildren’s futures.

That is the cause that my entire life as a public servant has
been dedicated to fulfilling. That is the cause that you and I

must now support our new President in pursuing.
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-Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all for that welcome back.
(Applause.) Thank you very, very much. Good afternoon,
everybody. And thank you all. I knew if I wore this necktie I'4d
get a nice welcome. But anyway -- (applause). Thank you, Dr.
Mobley =-- thank you, Bill for your kind introduction. '

And may I salute congressmen that are with us today
-- Congressman Joe Barton and Congressman Jack Fields and
Commissioner Rick Perry and Kay Bailey Hutchison and
Representative Ogden; my old friend Fred McClure, who served at
my side in the White House. And may I thank Chairman Ross
Margraves for the wonderful program that he arranged for me today
as I heard about this library. And I salute the Board of Regents
members that are here; the members of the Library Committee;
Chancellor Richardson, I think I mentioned, but I salute him.

And I want to say thanks to my hosts, the Memorial
Student Center Political Forum. (Applause.) When that forum
started, I think Congressman Bob Eckhardt and I were the first.
two speakers to speak at the political forum. And that -- I'd
hate to tell you how far back that was. But anyway, I'm glad to
be back here. And may I send my heartiest thanks to the corps of
cadets and the fightin' Texas Aggies band over here. (Applause.)

And as I told Bill Mobley and Ross earlier on, a
personal note, I am looking forward to spending more time here to
actively participating in our presidential library that will be
built here, to helping with the School of Public Service that
will be part of that library. And Barbara and I are both looking
forward to being part of the A&M family.. Thank you very much.
(Applause.) - :

And now for the business at hand. 1In .36 days, I'll
hand over the stewardship of this great nation, capping a career
in public service that began 50 years ago in wartime skies over
the Pacific. And our country won that great contest but entered
an uneasy peace. You see, the fires of World War II cooled into
a longer cold war, and one that froze the world into two opposing
camps: on the one side, America and its allies =-- and on the
other, the forces of freedom, thus, against an alien ideology
“that cast its shadow over every American.

And three years ago, when I was honored to address
the graduating class, here at Texas A&M, I spoke of the need to
move "beyond containment." And I said, "We seek the integration
of the Soviet Union into the community of nations. Ultimately,
our objective is to welcome the Soviet Union back into the world
orde{." And was this aim too ambitious? Not for the American
people. :

And today, by the grit of our people and the grace

of God, the Cold War is over. Freedom has carried the day. And
leave the White House grateful for what we have achieved together
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-- (applause) =-- and also, exhilarated by the promise of what can
come to pass.

This afternoon I would like to just share some of my
thoughts on the past few years and on America's purpose in the
world. My thesis is a simple one: Amid the triumph and the
tumult of the recent past, one truth rings out more clearly than
ever. America remains today what Lincoln said it was more than a
century ago: the last best hope of man on Earth.

And this is a fact -- a truth made indelible by the
struggles and the agonies of the 20th century =-- and in the
sacrifice symbolized by each towering oak on simpson Drill Field
here at Texas A&M University. The leadership, the power, and
yes, the conscience of the United States of America -- all are
essential for a peaceful, prosperous international order, just as
such an order is essential for us.

History's lesson is clear: When a war-weary America
withdrew from the international stage following world wWar I, the
world spawned militarism, fascism, and aggression unchecked, .
plunging mankind into another devastating conflict. But in
answering the call to lead after World War II, we built from the
principles of democracy and the rule of law a new community of
free nations -- a community whose strength, perseverance,
patience, and unity of purpose contained Soviet totalitarianism
and kept the peace.

In the end, Soviet communism provided no match for
free enterprise beyond its borders or the yvearning for liberty
within them. And the American leadership that undermined the
confidence and capacity of the communist regimes became a beacon
for all the peoples of the world.

steadfast and sure, generations of Americans stood
in the path of the Soviet advance, while our adversary probed for
weaknesses that were never found. Presidents from both parties
led an Atlantic alliance held together by the bonds of principle
and love of liberty; facing a Warsaw Pact lashed together by
occupation troops and quisling governments; and when all else
failed, the use of tanks against its own people. .

. And by the 1980s., Kremlin leaders found that our
alliance would not crack when they threatened America's allies
with the infamous SS-20 nuclear missile. And nor did the
alliance shrink from the deployment of countervailing missiles to
defend against this menace, .

In the Pacific, too, we built a new alliance with
Japan, defended Korea, and called hundreds of thousands of
Americans to sacrifice in the jungles of Southeast Asia.

The American people demonstrated that they would
shoulder whatever defense burden, make whatever sacrifice was
needed, to assure our freedom and protect our allies and
interests. And we made use of this superb technology that our
free enterprise system has produced. And having learned that
they could not divide our alliance, the Soviets eventually were
forced to realize that their command economy simply could not
compete. And as the Soviet system stalled and crumbled, so too
did the ability of its rulers to deny their people the truth --
about us, and about then.

And in the end, Soviet communism was destroyed by
its own internal contradictions. New leaders with new vision
faced the hard truths that their predecessors had long denied --
glasnost, perestroika -- they may have been Russian words, but
the concepts at their core were universal.

And the Soviet Union did not simply lose the cold

War, the western democracies won it. And I say this not to gloat

but to make a key point. The qualities that enabled us to
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triumph in that struggle -- faith, strength, unity, and aboye:all
American leadership -- are those we must call upon NOwW to win the
peace. .(Applause.)

In recent years, with the Soviet empire in its death
throes, the potential for crisis and conflict was never greater,
the demand for American leadership never more compelling.

As the peoples of Eastern Europe made their bold
move for freedom, we urged them along a peaceful path to
liberation. They turned to us, they turned to America -- and we
did not turn away. :

And when our German friends took their hammers ;o
tear down that wall, we encouraged a united Germany safely within
the NATO alliance. They looked to America, and we did not look
away.

And when the people of Russia blocked the tanks that
tried to roll back the tide of history, America did not walk
away. ,

I can remember, I can remember speaking to Boris
Yeltsin at that terrible moment of crisis. And at times the

'static on the telephone made it almost impossible to hear him.

But there was no mistaking what he wanted to know. .He asked
where the United states of America stood. And America answered,
for all the world to hear, "We stand with you." (Applause.)

And Borils Yeltsin to this day hasn't forgotten.
Praising our country on his visit to the White House this June,
he said George Bush was the first to understand the true scope
and meaning of the victory of the Russian people on August 19,
1991. He addressed me -- (applause) -- he addressed me but he was
talking about our country, the United States of America.

The free peoples of the world watched, they watched
in awe as the Soviet Union collapsed, but they held their breath
at what might take its place -- wondering who might control its
tens of thousands of nuclear weapons. Only America could manage
that danger. We acted decisively to help the new leaders reduce
their arsenals -~ and gain f£irm control of those that remain.

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that history will
record, a fact that will be studied for years in the library
right here at Texas A&M University: the end of a titanic clash
of political systems, the collapse of the most heavily armed

.empire in history, took place without a shot being fired. That.

should be a source of pride for every American. (Applause.)

From the days after World War II, when fragile
European democracies were threatened by Stalin's expansionism, to
the last days of the Cold War, as our foes became fragile
democracies themselves, American leadership has been
indispensable. No one person deserves c¢redit for this -- America
does. It has been achieved because of what we as a people stand
for -- and what we are made of.

Yes, we answered the call, and we triumphed, but
today we are summoned again. This time we are called not to wage
a war, hot or cold, but to win the democratic peace -- not for
half a world, as before, but for people the world over. The end
of the Cold War, you see, has placed in our hands a unique
opportunity to see the principles for which America has stood for
two centuries -- democracy, free enterprise, and the rule of law
-- spread more widely than ever before in human history.

For the first time, turning this global vision into
a8 new and better world is, indeed, a realistic possibility. It
1s a hope that embodies our country's tradition of idealism,
which has made us unigue among nations, and uniquely successful.
And our vision is not mere utopianism: the advance of democratic
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ideals reflects a hard-nosed sense of American self-interest.

For certain truths have, indeed, now become evident: governments
responsive to the will of the people are not likely to commit
aggression. They are not likely to sponsor terrorism, or to
threaten humanity with weapons of mass destruction. Likewise,
the global spread of free markets, by encouraging trade,
investment, and growth, will sustain the expansion of American
prosperity. 1In short, by helping others, we help ourselves.
(Applause.)

some will dismiss this vision as no more than a
dream. I ask them to consider the last four years, when a dozen
dreams were made real. The Berlin Wall demolished, and Germany
united; the captive nations set free: Russia democratiec; whole
classes of nuclear weapons eliminated, the rest vastly reduced;
many nations united in our historic U.N. coalition to turn bhack a
tyrant in the Persian Gulf: -- (Applause) -- Israel and its Arab
neighbors, for the first time talking peace -- face to face -- in
a region that has known so much war.

Each of these once seemed a dream. Today they're
concrete realities, brought about by a common cause: the patient
and judicious application of American leadership, American power,
and American -- perhaps most of all -- American moral force,
(Applause.) Without a doubt, there's going to be serious
obstacles and set-backs ahead. You know and I know they we face
some already -- violence, poverty, ethnic and religious hatreds
will be powerful adversaries. And overcoming them is going to
take time and it's going to take tenacity, courage and
commitment. But I am absolutely convinced that they can be
overcome.

Look to Europe, where nations, after centuries of
war, transformed themselves into a peaceful, progressive
community. No society, no continent should be disqualified from
sharing the ideals of human liberty. The community of democratic
nations is more robust than ever. And it will gain strength as
it grows. By working with our allies, by invigorating our
international institutions, America does not have to stand alone.

And yet from some quarters we hear voices gounding
the retreat. We've carried the burden too long., they say. And
the disappearance of the Soviet challenge means that America can
withdraw from international responsibilities. And then others
assert that domestic needs preclude an active foreign policy =--
that we've done our part: now it's someone else's turn. We're
warned against entangling ourselves in the troubles that abound
in today's world. To name only a few: clan warfare. mass
starvation in Somalia; savage violence in Bosnia; instability in
the former Soviet Union, the alarming growth of virulent '
nationalism. :

And it's true: these problems -- some frozen by the
-Cold War, others held in check by communist repression -- seem to
have ignited all at once, taxing the world's ability to respond.
But let's be clear: the-alternative to American leadership is
not more security for our citizens but less; not the flourishing
-- (applause) -- not the flourishing of American principles but
their isolation in a world actively held hostile to them.

"pestiny," it has been said, "is not a matter of
chance, it's a matter of choice; it‘s not a thing to be waited
for, it's a thing to be achieved."” And we can never safely ,
assume that our future will be an improvement over the past. Our
choice as a people is simple: We can either shape our times, oI
we can let the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a
price frightening to contemplate -- morally, economically, and
strategically.

Morally, a failure to respond to massive human
catastrophes like that in Somalia would scar the soul of our
national. There can be no single or simple set of guidelines for
fqreign policy -- we should help. But we should consider using
military force only in those situations where the stakes warrant,
where it can be effective and its application limited in scope



and time. As we seek to save lives, we must always be mindful of
the lives that we may have to put at risk.

Economically, a world of escalating instability and
hostile nationalism will disrupt global markets, set off trade
wars, set us on a path of economic decline. American jobs would
be lost, our chance to compete would be blocked, and our very
well~-being would be undermined.

Economically ~-- that is, on strategic side,
strategically, abandonment of the worldwide democratic revolution
could be disastrous for American security. The alternative to
democracy, I think we would all agree, is authoritarianism:
regimes that can be repressive, Xenophobic, aggressive, and
violent. And in a world where despite U.S. efforts, weapons of
mass destruction are spreading, the collapse of the democratic
revolution could pose a direct threat to the safety of every
single American.

The new world could, in time, be as menacing as the
old. And let me be blunt: A retreat from American leadership --
from American involvement -- would be a mistake for which future
generations, indeed our own children, would pay dearly.
(Applause.)

But we can influence the future. We can rededicate
ourselves to hard work of freedom. And this doesn't mean running
off on reckless, expensive crusades. It doesn't mean bearing the
world's burdens all alone. But it does mean leadership --
economic, political, and, yes, military =-- when our interests and
values are at risk and where we can make a difference. And when
we place our young men and women of the military in harm's way,
we must be able to assure them and their families that their
mission is defined, and that its success can be achieved.

It seems like ages ago that the people of Germany
tore down that wall. But it's been only three years -- and just
over a year since the August coup was defeated by brave Russian
democrats. And in this brief time, we've embarked on a new
course through uncharted waters. The United States and its
friends -- old and new -- have begun to define the post-Cold War
reality. And we are already transforming the old network of
alliances, institutions, and regimes to face the future. And -
those challenges must be met with collective action, led by the
United States, to protect and promote our political, economic,
and security values. :

our foundation must be the democratic community that
won the Cold War. . And we've begun to adapt America's political,
economic, and defense relationships with Europe and Japan to
ensure their vitality and strength in this new era. And for
these will continue to be essential partners in addressing the
next generation of problems and opportunities.

For example, we've begun to transform the Atlantic
Alliance, that bulwark against the Soviet threat, into-a.
partnership with a more united Europe -- a partnership primed to
meet new security challenges in this age of uncertainty. And a
new feature of our alliance, the North Atlantic Cooperation

Council, enables NATO to reach out to our former adversaries in
the Warsaw Pact.

And in the Pacific, we've affirmed the importance of
the U.S.-Japan security ties to stability in Asia. But we're
also exploring ways to work together as global partners to
address common interests -- in economics, development, and
regional problems.

And then we've committed ourselves to expanding the
democratic community by supporting political and economic freedom
in nascent democracies and market economies. And we're sharing
E?is burden with the very nations America helped after World War
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Look, in central and Eastern Europe, our enterprise-
funds and these other programs have helped develop a new '
political, economic, and civic infrastructure for nations long
oppressed by Stalin's legacy. And now the Freedom Support Act
will provide crucial help for reform in the lands of our former
enemies.

Tn Latin America, the day of the dictator has given
way to the dawn of democracy. This very day, our Vice President
is taking part in a ceremony in El Ssalvador that caps the long
effort to end the killing and give the people there the
opportunity to live in peace. (Applause.)

Throughout the region, economic initiatives are
helping a new generation of leaders reform their societies. The
Brady Plan and our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative have
opened up extraordinary possibilities for a new relationship with
our hemispheric neighbors. Investment, free trade, debt relief,
and environmental protection will nurture the home-grown reforms
throughout Latin America.

And we're strengthening the ability of the
democratic community to deal with the political landmines that
the Cold war has exposed -- aggressive nationalism, earlier I
mentioned ethnic conflict, civil war, and humanitarian crises.
The United States has led the world in supporting a United
Nations more capable with dealing with these crises.

And all over the world -- Nicaragua, Namibia,;
Angola, Cambodia -- we've promoted elections not only as a goal,
but as a tool, a device for resolving conflicts and establishing
political legitimacy. (Applause.)

And one of vital interest to every young person ==
in the area of security and arms control, we've stepped up patrol
against the spread of weapons of mass destruction. The new
chemical Weapons Convention will ban chemical weapons from the
arsenals of all participating states. We've strengthened )
multilateral export controls on nuclear and chemical and
biological and missile-related technologies. And in a mission
without precedent, a U.N. Inspection team is demolishing Iraq's
unconventional weapons capability. And we're going to support
them ever inch of the way. (Applause.) ‘

and once implemented, the agreements we've
negotiated will ban new nuclear states on the territory of the
former Soviet Union. And above all, we've sought to erase
nuclear nightmares from the sleep of future generations.
(Applause.)

And we underscored one key security principle with a
line in the sand: naked aggression against our vital interests
will be answered decisively by American resclve, American
leadership, and American might. (Applause.) Our victory in the
Gulf -- in the Persian Gulf -- was more than a blow for justice,
it was a reminder to other would-be aggressors that they will pay
a price for their outlaw acts. (Applause.)

And we've been committed to building the basis for
gsustained international economic growth =-- for ourselves and for
those nations of what were once the so-called second and third
worlds. The heart of our efforts has been the creation of a
stronger and freer international trading market,

And our recent breakthrough with the European
Community clears the way for an early conclusion to the Uruguay
Round of GATT and a major boost to world economic recovery. This
week, Mexico, Canada, and the United States will sign a landmark
agreement establishing the largest free trade zone the world has
ever seen. (Applause.)} And our efforts to forge a new mechanism
for Asia Pacific economic cooperation, confirm America's
commitment to remain an economic and security power in Asia.
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I believe we've taken important steps toward a world
in which democracy is the norm, in which private enterprise, free
trade, and prosperity enrich every region -- a world in which the
rule of law prevails.

We must not stumble as we travel toward a world
without the brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly anarchy of
somalia, or the squalor that still haunts so much of the globe.
We can't rest while a handful of renegade regimes aspire to
obtain weapons of mass destruction with which to threaten their
neighbors, or even America. There is much to be done bhefore we
are within reach of the democratic peace. But these first steps
have taken us in the right direction.

and the challenge ahead then, is as great as the one
we faced at the end of the last great war. But the opportunity
is vastly greater. Success will require American vision and
resolve -- an America secure in its military =-- (applause) =--
America secure in its military, moral and economic strength.
success will require unity of purpose: a commitment on the part
of all our people to the proposition that our nation's destiny
lies in the hope of a better world -- a new world made better,
with our friends and allies, again by American leadership.

History is summoning us once again to lead. Proud
of its past, America must once again look forward. And we must
live up to the greatness of our forefatlhers' ideals, and in doing
so secure our grandchildren's futures.

And that is the cause that much of my public life

has been dedicated to serving. (Applause.} Let me just say this
-- (applause) -- in 36 -- (applause) hey listen -- (applause).
Come on now, you guys, as Barbara Bush would say -- (applause).

But in 36 days we will have a new president, And I
am confident, I am very confident that he will do his level best
to serve the cause that I have outlined here today. And he's

going to have my support -- (applause) -- and he will have my
support; and I'll stay out his way. And I really mean that. But
it is more important =-- it is more important than -my support, it

is more important that he have your support. You are our future.
{Applause.)

God bless you, and God bless the United 3tates of
America. (Applause.) Thank you all. (Applause.)
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