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cause of the crises that you never possibly
can foresee.

Yes, the world is much safer today. But
as Dick Cheney, our able Secre of De-
fense, reminded us the other day, who knows
where the next crisis will come? The Soviet
bear is dead, but there are a lot of wolves
out there in the woods. So imagine, a year
from today, if you picked up a newspaper
out in front of your house and you read about
some upheaval, some unforeseen upheaval,
some terrorist getting ahold of a nuclear

- weapon, and how you would react to that.

I believe that you've got to close your eyes,
imagine in that dangerous situation an Amer-
ican leader without any experience, com-
pletely untested, a leader :gout whom lit-
erally we know very, very little. And what
we do know is this troubling pattern that I
mentioned, this pattern of being on one side,
pattern of indecisiveness.

So I don't believe that we can take this
kind of risk, not now, not in this incredibly
uncertain time, and not when our children’s
security is at stake. When that next crisis oc-
curs, and you can bet that somewhere it will,
whether it’s at home or abroad, the entire
world is going to look to the American Presi-
dency.

Bill Clinton says, “It's not the character
of the President; it’s the character of the
Presidency.” Wrong. Theyre inter-
connectez they’re locked. So you've got to
ask, what is character? A friend said, well,
it’s acting alone the same way you would act
with a million people watching. That's a good
description. But while nobody may be watch-
ing in the Oval Office, millions will feel the
impact of the judgment of the President of
the United States.

I've been tested. We've managed world
change that I think history will record as al-
most Biblical proportions. These young kids
here go to bed at night without the same
fear of nuclear war that their mothers and
dads had. That is a major accomplishment,
and we as a country can take great pride in
it.

But I'll never forget when we were faced
with a crisis now known as Desert Storm.
I didn’t waver. I took a stand. I made the
decision to go to war because I knew it was
right, not because I felt it was popular.

You've got to go back and remember
predictions of the body bags, and
hadn’t convinced the country, and how the
demonstrators were expressing the will of the
people, and that I had to make a lonely|deci-
sion.

I'll never forget being with Barbara lp at
a little chapel we have there at Camp David,
when we had to make a decision, when I
had just made a decision. A couple of| days
later, America’s sons and daughters would go
into war again. It is not an easy d
You've got to do it from conviction
way. It’s an awesome responsibility to ask
anybody’s kid to possibly knock on death’s
door a little early. It's a responsibility that
T've tried very hard to fulfill with honor and
decency and, yes, duty, above all, I ho
tegrity. )

And so that’s your call. And now
go down to the wire on November
all the polling and all the pundits won’t make
any difference at all. It's up to the people.
When you enter that voting booth, ple
yourself three commonsense questions:
has the right vision for America’s economic
future? Who can lead us through this global
transiion? And which candidate hag the
character—who would you trust with|your
family; who would you trust with your ¢oun-

when a crisis arrives? Ideas, action| and
character: I have tried hard to be a propgnent
of all three.

May God bless this country. Go to the
polls. We need your support. We are going
to win this election for the young peoplethere
today. Thank you, and God bless each and

every one of you.

Note: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the
train depot.

Remarks to the Community in
Sussex, Wisconsin

October 31, 1992

The President. Thank you, Tommy] Let
me return the compliment. In case Wiscon-
sin doesn’t know it; I know it; everybody else
seems to know it; you have one of the truly
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great Governors in the United States,
Tommy Thompson; great wife, Sue Ann.
Thank heavens for people like Jim Sensen-
brenner in the United States Congress. We
need more like him. Send us more like him,
Tom Petri as well May I thank Paul
Fleischman, thank all of you. We've got a
very important election coming up, and one
of the key races is to reelect Bob Kasten for

the United States Senate.
Audience members. Bobby! Bobby!
Bobby!

The President. Well, I'm told that this is
the home town of Quad Graphics. That’s the
great—(applause]—they do a lot of printing.
One of the things they help with is News-
week. Well, mayge you saw last week News-
week had a cover of my opponent. And the
caption said, “President Clinton?” with a
question mark.

Well, we’re about to answer that question.
Hold the presses for the next cover. Tell all
those Washington—those kind of salon lead-
ers, tell those media talking heads we are
going to win this election on November 3d.
And here is why. Here is why. There is a
vast difference between experience, political
philosophy, and yes, a vastmerence in char-
acter, and on all three of those I believe I

I think we have it in focus now. After 11
months of Governor Clinton bashing us and
our record, telling the Nation that we’re in
decline; the Arkansas record is finally in per-
spective. Here’s a couple of the characteris-
tics that you might want to guard against.

Arkansas is the 50th in the quality of envi-
ronmental initiatives. Fiftieth—you're going
tsc())tiet worked up when you hear this list—

in the percentage of adults with a col-
lege degree; 50th in per capita spending on
cnrmnaj' inal justice; moving up now, 4Sth in per
capita spending on police protection; 48th in
percentage of adults with a high school di-
ploma; 48th in spending on corrections; 46th
on teacher salaries; 45th in the overall well-
being of children. And he said in the debate,
“T'want to do for the United States what I've
done for Arkansas.” No way! No way!

We're going to not let him do that.

Audience members. We want Bush! We
want Bush! We want Bush!

Oct. 31 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

The President. This guy says, the guy says
“give em hell.” I'm reminded of what Tru-
man said. He said, “I don’t give them hell,
I just tell the truth and they think it's hell.”

Governor Clinton says he’s the candidate
of change. Yes, that’s the kind of change we
need: $150 billion in more taxes, $220 billion
more spending. That change would take us
right back where we were the last time we
had a Democratic President and Congress.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!

The President. You had interest rates at
15 percent, you had the—no, interest rates
at 21 percent. You had inflation at 15. You
had the “misery index” at 20. We've cut that
in half. You had the country going the wrong
way. Now we're starting to grow. Let's keep
it growing.

You talk about change. All you hear from
these two is change, change, change. That
is all you will have in your pockets if you
put Clinton and Ozone into offxl)co:

But look, we've been told that the whole
world’s going to Hell, and we're in a deep
recession. We are growing, but we're not
growing enough. It’s going to be the United
States because of my experience in inter-
national affairs that’s going to increase the
markets for Wisconsin products. We are
going to lead the way internationally to new
prosperity for the United States and for our
workers.

Let me mention something about the
farm; let me just mention the farm economy.
Income on ag is up. In fact, in the last couple
of years at record highs. Ethanol is up. As
I drove through on this train through some
of that beauti?ul corn country, I'm thinking,
thank heavens we're using more ethanol.
Thank heavens I stood up against the ex-
treme environmentalists, and said we're
going to use more ethanol and try to use it
year-round.

They get on me about calling Senator Gore
Mr. Ozone. Well, let me tell you what I
mean. We've got a good record on the envi-
ronment. We're the ones that are leading on
CFC’s, on planting one million trees a year,
on climate change, on getting a Clean Air
Act. It is our administration that has done
all these things. But I believe you can use
ethanol, and I believe you do not screech
this country to a halt in the name of some
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extreme environmental position. We've got
a good record. But jobs matter. Families mat-
ter. Jobs and families ought to take a little
priority around here, if you ask me.

Governor Clinton says he wants to have
Government invest. Government can't even
run a two-bit—Congress can’t even run a
two-bit bank or a two-bit post office. They
can'’t invest anything. But it’s small business
that creates the jobs. So, less regulation, less
Government spending, less in taxes for small
business, and fewer lawsuits that drive small
business to the wall.

The trial lawyers are the ones that are sup-
porting Governor Clinton, and the people are
supporting me. We're going to put a cap on
these outrageous lawsuits that keep doctors
from delivering babies or keep Little League
coaches from coaching, or keep somebody
along the highway from helping his fellow
man, because they're afraid of some crazy
lawsuit. Let’s sue ‘each other less and care
for each other a little more in this country.

Health care: We've got the best program.
Provide insurance to the poorest of the poor
through vouchers. Help that overtaxed mid-
dle class by some tax credits. Get rid of the
frivolous malpractice claims. But keep the
Government out of the quality of health care.
Our plan will work. Our plan will work.

Welfare reform: I sarute your Governor,
He is leading with Learnfare and Workfare.
We've got to break the cycle of dependency,
and I am proud that we have supported
Tommy. We're going to do the same thing
for the entire country: reform it, work and
learn; work and learn.

Crime: I think we all ought to recognize
that with the neighborhoods and some places
being threatene by crime, we owe a great
vote of thanks to our law enforcement offi-
cers, the police, the sheriffs, whoever they
are. We need stronger anticrime legislation
that has a little more compassion for the vic-
tims of crime and a little less for the criminals

themselves. I've worked hard. We just got
a bill through the Congress to do something
about these deadbeat fathers, speaking of
welfare reform, those that leave mothers with
paying all the bills. We're cracking down on
those people, and we're supporting the law
enforcement people that are going after

them.

Balanced budget: We've got the best plan
to get this crazy deficit off the back of these
young people. Here’s some ideas for you.
Why don’t we do what a lot of States have
and give us a balanced budget amendment,
and make the Congress and the President
get it down? Why don’t we give you, the tax-
Payer, a check-off so you can say if you want
to, we'll check off 10 percent of your income,
and that then will have to be spent by Con-
gress finding the reductions, have to be spent
on lowering the deficit. The third one: How
about giving me what 43 Governors have,
that line-item veto? You're right. Take this,
mark it out.

You know, we’ve had a big discussion in
this election about character, and character
does count. It is my view that as President
you cannot waffle. You cannot be on al| sides
of every question. If you make ‘a mistake, you
do what your kids do. You look the people
in the eye as President, and you say, “I made
a mistake.” Then you get on with leading the
American people. But you cannot waffle.

Audience members. We trust Bush! We
trust Bush! We trust Bush!

The President. You cannot vacillate and
be on one side of an issue one day and one
the next. The right-to-work States say, “Oh,
I'm for right to work,” and then come the
labor leaders and say you're against it. Term
limits: one day, oh, if makes sense; then in
the debate, no it makes no sense. North
American free trade agreement: You heard
it in the debate. I am for it, because it will
create jobs through exports. He says, “Well,
I am for it, but—" You cannot have a lot
of “buts” in that Oval Office. You've got to
call them as you see them, like the umpire
does. Call them, and take the consequences.
Don'’t worry about your own popularity; do

what is principled and right. You cannot lead
America by misleading the American people.
That’s one of the reasons I am going to be
reelected on November 3d.
Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, I had to make
a tough call a while back when aggression
threatened the entire Middle East and, in
my view, would have threatened the United
States. If we’d have listened to the critics,
I believe Saddam Hussein would be sitting
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in Saudi Arabia today, and oil prices would
be up about $10 a gallon for gas; certainly
$5.

But we took some action, and I had to
make a decision that was unpopular. And
where was Governor Clinton? Here’s what
he said, I agree with the minority—that's a
paraphrase—I agree with the minority, but
I guess I would have voted with the majority.
You cannot do that as the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces. I believe because
I did serve my country in war and did put
on a uniform and do believe in honor, duty,
and country that that makes me a better
choice for" Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces,

But let me tell you in conclusion why 1
think character counts. Do you remember
what I said in the debate? I paraphrased Hor-
ace Greeley. And he says, “Fame is a vapor,
popularity an accident, riches take wing, and
only character endures.” I think that js espe-
cially true of the Presidency of our great
country. I know that we've made the world
safer. The Soviet bear is no longer. Inter-
national communism, imperial communism,
certainly on the wane, if almost nonexistent.

But we've got to remember, there are still
threats. There are still wolyes in the woods.
We've reached historic agreements with
Boris Yeltsin to eliminate these SS-18s, the
most destabilizing of all weapons. I am proud
that we have done that. But the world is not
free of conflict, and the United States must
remain strong. We must not cut the muscle
of our defense,

But I ask you to close your eyes and imag-
ine in a erisis situation an American leader
totally  without experience, completely
untested, a leader about whom we know
very, very little, if you get down to it. What
we do know is a troubling pattern of being
on one side and then another, an ingrained
habit of trying to lead by misleading and not
coming clean. I don't believe we can take
this kind of risk. ‘

When that next crisis occurs, whether it
is at home or abroad—ang Yyou can be certain
one will occur—the entire world is going to
focus on the American Presidency. And
they're going to look to his experience, and

ey’re going to count on his character.

Oct. 31 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Some say, “Well, what exactly is char-
acter?” Well, a friend of mine put it this way,
saying, “It is acting alone the same way you
would act with a million people watching.”
Well, as President, you're never more alone
than at times of crisis. While nobody may
be watching the Oval Office, millions will feel
the impact here and abroad, the impact of
your judgment.

I have been tested, and we've managed
world change of almost Biblical proportions.
Our success can be measured by the head-
lines never written, the countless crises that
never occurred. But when that real event did
occur, I did not waver. I took a stand, I made
the decision to g0 to war because I know
it was right, not because it was popular.

I remember being at Camp David with
Barbara on a cold day, rainy day, when the
ground war was about to begin to liberate
Kuwait. I remember the agony of having to
decide, especially in the face of all the pro-
tests, especially in the face of al] the criticism
from some of the more liberal Members of
the Congress saying, Bush will have on his
hands the body bags. Do you remember the
counts, 20,000, 50,000, whatever it was?P

And I remember the agony of having to
make that call. And I remember praying—

yes, I do, and so does Barbara; we still say §

our prayers—praying that these young kids,
somebody else’s sons and daughters, would
return home safe and sound. God bless those
kids that went. God bless those that went.

What I think I'm trying to tell the Amer-
ican people here on this beautify] day in Wis-
consin is, there is an awesome responsibility,
to ask our young men and women to knock
early on death’s door. It's responsibility that
I have tried to fulfill with honor and’ duty
for my country. 1 hope I brought integrity
to it. But that is up to the people now on
November 3d. And then the polls, all these
pundits, they don’t matter anymore. It is up
to the American people.

When you enter that voting booth, I ask
you to ask yourself three commonsense ques
tions: Who has the right vision for America’
economic future? Who can lead us throug,
this global transition? And which candidate
has the character to merit the trust of the
American people?

Administration of G.

Audience memb,
want Bush! We wan
he President. s,
listen to the dooms,
thase that say we'’r
We've got some big -
them by leadership,”
for your trust .
country on the face o
years. Thank you,
ay God bless the .
ica. May God bless o
Thank you very much
Thagk you very, very n
Ngw, let me just sar
partigl view, that we*
Lady|we could possib]
listen|to her,

Note:| The President

Paul Bleischman of Su
available for verificatic
rks.

Remarks to the Com

The Piesident. Thanks
kosh weldome. Thank you
Governor Tommy Thom
such a great job for this
whole co ntry. You've gos
Tommy.

And you've got 5 coup.
going righti here, but we m
ten back to the United &
doing a great Job for Wisc
country. I want to sy
Tom Petri oing, get him
looking awfijl good. We nee
gress. Therelhe is over there

You know| this Spirit of A-
derful train, |is going all the
consin. And %ve are not goir.




10st Biblical prop,

measured br;r tlfg
the countless cris
when that reg} ev
iT. I took a stand,

1se it was popular.
; at Camp Dayj

ut to begin to J

the agony of havin; to:

‘he face of al] the

Pro-:
face of all the criticism, |

re liberal Members of
Bush will have op his
Do you remember the
. whatever it wasP
1e agony of having to
remember praying__
: Barbara; wg szﬂm gsa
.hat these young kids,
and daughters, would
>und. God bless those
less those that went.
ing to tell the Amer-
beautiful day in Wis-
vesome responsibility,
and wom:gzo knog(
's a responsibility that
vith honor and duty
: I brought integrity
the people now on
1 the polls, all these
er anymore. It is up

voting booth, I ask

“ommonsense ques-
vision for America’s

an lead us through

d which candidate.

rit the trust of -the

i
deEl

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 33

Audience members. We want Bush! We
want Bush! We want Bush|

The President. So my view is this: Do not
listen to the doomsayers. Do not listen to
those that say we’re a nation in decline.
We've got some big problems, but you solve
them by leadership. I ask for your support.
I ask for your trust to lead this, the greatest
country on the face of the Earth, for 4 more
years. Thank you,

May God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. May God bless our wonderful country.
Thank you very much. Thank you so much,
Thank you very, very much.

Now, let me just say it is my view, my im-
partial view, that we've got the best First
Lady we could possibly have. I want you to
listen to her.

Note: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. on
the observation deck of the Spirit of America
train. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Paul Fleischman of Sussex. A tape was not

available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks to the Community in
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

October 31, 1992

The President. Thank you. Thank you,

Tommy. Thank you, Governor Thompson.

udience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years! I !

The President. Thanks for that great Osh- Ing spendi
kosh welcome. Thank you. And may I salute
Governor Tommy Thompson, who's doing
such a great job for this State and for the

whole country. You've got a great leader in
Tommy.
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Governor Thompson began his 1990 campaign train trip.

SUSSEX, WISCONSIN =-- Bunton

Site Lead: Hopson Nance

Press Lead: Robbie Aiken

Expecting 12-15,000 at event. Will probably draw crowd from
Waukesha area, as well.

Sussex population 6,000; County population 300,000

POTUS will speak from the back of the train. To his right will be
Sussex Lumber "the Do it Center". To his north-northwest about
100 yards will be Quad Graphics. It is one of many of their
plants in the county. They are commercial printers of
periodicals. The CEO, Harry Kuadracci ((kwad-RAH-chee)) and the
Governor are friends, so they assume he is POTUS-friendly as well.
There is an ink plant to the south-southwest of POTUS’s speaking
platform. It is where they make the ink to use at Quad Graphics
across the street. Apparently, Quad Graphics is doing really
well, so we may want to mention them if we do an economic
comparison between us and the Slickster.

Other area businesses: Dilly’s Bar and Grill (all you can eat ribs
on Thursday); Hardee’s

Local unemployment low. Local economy good.

Rich Longabaugh, a member of the Governor’s staff, will be helping
out with this event. He can be reached at 414-242-6595(h) or
608-266-2893 (w). He would be able to put us in touch with a few
good local color people. I think the mayor is a democrat, because
he wasn’t there to meet us. Also, call Scott Jensen (phone number
in first section). I think that Sussex is part of his legislative
district. If not, he can put us in touch with the right people.

This is not the most scenic stop. The train tracks aren’t really
close to anything cool.

OSH KOSH, WISCONSIN =-- Nix

Site Lead: Diane Harrison
Press Lead: John Meyers

The only potential problem I can see with this site is that the
Osh Kosh Clinton-Gore office is right by the train tracks about
100 yards north of the speaking platform. The whole time we were
out there looking at the area, they sent their little spies down



