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October 23, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR STEVE PROVOST
DAN McGROARTY
RAY SILLER
CHRISTINA MARTIN
CLATRE TURNEY

FROM: JENNIFER GROSSMAN AU~

SUBJECT: COLOR FOR PADUCAH, KENTUCKY

The lead advance won't be in Paducah till tonight, so event
info is still unavailable. Here's what I was able to come up
with on local color:

KENTUCKY

--The Bluegrass State

--One interpretation of Kentucky's original etymology is an
Indian name meaning "land of tomorrow."

--in contrasting with Clinton: "differences as wide as Cumberland
Gap." It's the National Historical Park -- shared by Kentucky,
Tennessee, and Virginia. At 20,222 acres, it's the nation's
largest historical park.

QUOTES
1) Local saying: "Heaven is a Kentucky of a place."
2) "A Kentuckian is a man who wants to tell you a story."
--Elsie Asbury, The Filson Club Quarterly, Winter
1981
3) "The Kentuckians are the only Americans who can understand a
joke."

--Thomas D. Clark, Kentucky: Land of Contrasts,
1968.

HISTORY/KENTUCKY PRIDE

1) 200 years ago Kentucky joined the Union as the 15th state.
(June 1)

2) Kentucky is Lincoln's birthplace.

3) Kentucky is the homestate of the McCoy-Hatfield feud --
erupting in 1882.

4) In 1937, the US Government established its gold vault at
Fort Knox, Kentucky.



5)

6)

7)

Oct. 27 is the birthday of Teddy Roosevelt (1909). 1It's
also the birthday of Emily Post (1872).

Cold War retro: On this date in 1961, U.S. and Soviet tanks
confronted each other at the crossing point between East and
West Berlin, with the U.S. insisting on free entry to the
east by U.S. citizens.

Kentucky Derby lore: In 1913 at Churchill Downs, there was a
come-behind, upset victory that still lives in Derby
folklore. Donerail entered the race as a longshot -- with
odds 91:1. At the stretch he was in fifth place but somehow
he pulled ahead. At the finish line he beat the
frontrunner, "Ten Point," by one-half length. (whew).

PADUCAH

1)

2)

2)

3)

Pop: 27,250. Only Kentucky city with an Indian name.

Paducah is called by the locals "Quilt City, USA." There's
a guy named Bill Schroeder who built the Museum of the
American Quilter's Society in Paducah -- the only museum in
the world devoted solely to quilts. The guy fished with
Bush when he was Vice Prez.

Popular local eatery: "Cecil's Barbecue." POTUS ate there
when he was last in town -- he had West Kentucky barbecued
pork, a favorite local dish.

Alben Barkley: Kentucky's own Vice President to Harry
Truman. Barkley move to Paducah from Clinton. Maybe
there's some kind of name play you can do. There's a Alben
W. Barkley Museum in Paducah.

"I would rather be born a homeless orphan in Paducah than
duly certified twins anywhere else on earth."
--humorist and author Irvin Cobb, Paducah native
son. His tombstone in Paducah's Oak Grove
Cemetery reads "back home."

POLITICAL/CURRENT EVENTS

1)

2)

It's estimated that between 1,453,000 and 1,557,000
Kentuckians will go to the polls this November.

"On Saturday, one day after the President's visit to London,
KY, Al Gore will attend a state labor rally at the IUE Local
761 hall is Louisville, one of 31 AFL-CIO rallies scheduled
around the country for early Saturday afternoon...Gore's
speech in the Louisville rally will be beamed across the
country. Beforehand, presidential nominee Bill Clinton and
national AFL-CIO Pres. Lane Kirkland will speak to the



3)

rallies by satellite. [event will not be open to the
public]."
--AP, 10/22/92.

"A Frankfort (KY) native got to ask a question of the three
presidential candidates Thursday night (second debate)...'I
did not like my answers because no one really answered it,'
Ben Curtis Smith told the State Journal....Smith's question
to the candidates was about the future of social security,
Medicare and private pension funds. He asked each for 'a
specific response as to what you intend to do for retirees
relative to these issues not generalities, but specifics,
because I think they're very disturbing issues.'"

"But all three candidates were short on specifics, and he
remained undecided about whom to vote for on Nov. 3, Smith
said. He said he found it 'a little disconcerting' that
none of the candidates knew much about the Pension Guarantee
Fund, which is supposed to back up private
investment...[Smith] is a firm believer in the audience-
participation format, Smith said, though some audience
members were nervous. 'No one wanted to be a horse's rear
end in front of millions of people,' he said." ((Maybe
there's a joke/comeback: "well, how do you think Bill
Clinton felt."

ECONOMY (McCracken County)

1)

2)

3)

In McCracken Country (which Paducah is in), the unemployment
rate is 6.3% (lower than the national average and down from
their rate of 7.3% in August of '91).

Median household income in the county is $21,748.

In the last 12 years, new housing units in the county have
gone up by 2,784.
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October 26, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR STEVE PROVOST

FROM:

DAN McGROARTY
RAY SILLER
CHRISTINA MARTIN
CLAIRE TURNEY

JENNIFER GROSSMAN

SUBJECT: PADUCAH RESEARCH -- PART TWO

LOCAL COIOR

1)

2)

3)

5)

Bluegrass Downs of Paducah, their ads say: "The excitement
of the world's fastest athlete -- 'You can bet on it!'"
Maybe near closing POTUS could say: "We're closing the gap,
we're gonna pull ahead, and on November we'll be the first
cross the finish lines. As they say in Bluegrass Downs: You
can bet on it!™"

Irvin Cobb, humorist (see first memo).

quote:

"Here in Paducah...more chickens are fried, more hot
biscuits are eaten, more cornpone is consumed and more
genuine hospitality is offered than in any town...in the
commonwealth."

Right now at the Museum of the American Quilter's Society,
they've got an exhibition called: "More Than Just Something
to Keep You Warm."

At Paducah's Market House Theatre, they're performing the
play "The Curious Savage."

If you do a line on school choice, Paducah private schools
are St. John's and St. Mary's.



