Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

S

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13647
Folder ID Number: 13647-003

Folder Title:
London, Kentucky 10/23/92 [OA 8485]

Section: 4 Position:

18 6

S




Se e

2060

have just now reported to me and to others
here on their mission, and I'm pleased to an-
nounce this moming that our policy has
achieved a significant, a real breakthrough.

Hanoi has agreed to provide us with all,
and I repest, all, information they have col-
lected on American POW’s and MIA’s. This
includes photographs, artifacts, detailed
records on Americans who fell into Vietnam’s
hands. :

Hanoi’s records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men, And
we still await the return of their remains, but
already my representatives have begun to
provide answers to families who have waited
and prayed for decades. It pains me beyond
words to say we may never know what hap-
pened to each and every American, but we
will spare no effort to learn the truth,

Early in my term as President, we initiated
worldwide investigations to determine the
fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam
but in all the battles of the cold war. Along
the way we’ve had significant help from Sen-
ator Kerry and Senator Smith who head this
select POW/MIA committee, And I think we
all stress this point: This is a bipartisan effort,
It must transcend partisan politics in every
way.

From Russia, we've had cooperation with
President Yeltsin, pledging full cooperation,
We've begun to learn the fate of Americans
missing since Stalin’s regime. And North Ko-
rea’s returned the first American remains in
over 40 years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can
begin writing the last chapter of the Vietnam
war. I want to stress that it is only a begin-
ning, but it is a significant beginning, It was
a bitter conflict, but Hanoi knows today that
we seek only answers without the threat of
retribution for the past.

As we cooperate in bringing that Fa.inﬁll
eratoa close,P\e;'iemam and thgUnite States
can begin to look towards the future. And

- to begin that process, we have extended a

very modest disaster assistance to flood the
ravaged areas of Vietnam—to those that have
been hurt the most by the flood. I've also
directed my administration to work with
Hanoi in developing ways to help identify
Vietnam’s MIA’s and increase humanitarian
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assistance to the disabled Vietnamese veter-
ans of the war.

Now we will begin reviewing what further o ‘

steps we can take with Hanoi. We appreciate
what's been done, and now we are redeter-

mined to go forward to see what more we

can do.

Today is a day of significance for all Ameri-
cans. It is so because today again we honor
those who chose to serve and who gave them-
selves in the supreme measure of devotion

to their country. We're honoring them by at .

long last approaching a point wi ere we can
fully keep Faith with their loved ones and
bring them peace. So I am proud to be stand-
ing here with four who are making a signifi-
cant contribution to Americans’ search for
the full truth. :

Thank you all for coming. And General
Vessey, my special thanks to you, sir, for once
again serving your Nation with such distinc-
tion.

General Vessey. Thank you, sir.

The President. Thank you all very much.

Note: The President spoke at 8 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House, A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at a Laurel County Rally in
Londeon, Kentucky

October 23, 1992

The President. Thank you, Senator.
Thank you, Mitch McConnell. And I am so
proud to be introduced by your Senator, who
is doing a superb job for this State in Wash-
ington. If we had more like him they
wouldn’t be yelling, “Clean House!” or clean
out the Senate. He is a star, and you're lucky
to have him up there. Mitch, thank you.

But I'll tell you what you can do: You can
improve things for this State and for the Na-
tion, getting people to think as we do on
these issues, and send David Williams to the
Senate, elect him. He can do it,

As far as my former chairman and great
friend, Hal Rogers, goes, I know he’s sur-
rounded in this wonderful part of Kentucky
by friends. But every once in a while you




ike up a strong, personal friendship built
m and, yegs, ove. And we Bushes feel
very strongly; Barbara and I feel very strongly
about Hal Rogers. You must reelect him to
the United States Congress.

I want to thank Superintendent Joe
McKnight and Roger Marcum, the principal,
for permitting us to have this beautiful rally
on this beautiful Kentucky day. Pay my re-
spects to Melda Barton, our national com-
mitteewoman, Melda Barton Collins; and
State rep Tom Johnson; and the chairman
of our campaign, Tom Handy; and our celeb-
rity guest, the family man from “Family
Feud,” Ray Combs.

I still remember my great visit here 4 years
ago to the town named Bush, Kentucky. And
I saw the fire department and the Bush Ele-
mentary School, and I met George Bush, the
postmaster. This part of Kentucky—you have
a wonderful way of making somebody feel
at home. Someone mentioned to me Lﬁ’e re-
sults of the South Laurel High School stu-
dent referendum, and I understand it went
pretty well. And let me just say to all of those
from South Laurel High and North Laurel
High, you're as smart as you look.

I also know that just 10 miles down the
road is where Colonel Sanders started his
first restaurant. He said something that Gov-
ernor Clinton ought to learn from; he said,
“The bucket stops here.” [Laughter] And
Governor Clinton better understand, if he
wants to be President of the United States
you can’t take one side of an issue one day
and one another. You've got to tell the truth,

I think the Colonel would have approved
of our offering for America, our own original
recipe: ideas, experience, and yes, character.
I don’t want to ruin this beautiful rally here,
N but I think it is appropriate inasmuch as Gov-

ernor Clinton and the rest of the liberals have

been trying to misdefine my record, let me

tell you about the Arkansas record. They are

50th in the quality of environmental initia-

X tives; they are 50th in the percentage of
: adults with college degrees; they are 50th in
per capita spending on criminal justice;
49th—they’re going up, getting better—in
per capita spending on police protection;
48th in percentage of atft?lts with a high
school diploma; 48th in s nding on correc-
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th in the
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overall well-being of children. And the other

night, in a debate, Governor Clinton said,

“Now I want to do for America what I've

S[?:e for Arkansas.” We cannot let him do
t.

Audience members. Boo-0-o!

The President. The people of Arkansas,
and you know it, are good people, and they
deserve better. And the people of the United
States better not gamble on this lousy record.
He's like the guy on the Little League that
finished last, then wanting to go up and man-
age the Braves as they come back.

Governor Clinton talks about change,
change, change, change; he used the word
something like 53 times in a debate. But let's
look at what he offers. Change—tax and
spend is what he’s really talking about. Ar-
kansas for the eighties lagged the Nation in
}g)'rowth. And in 1991, Clinton says we did

etter; we led the Nation. Well, the only way
to get Arkansas’ economy moving was for
Governor Clinton to get out of the State. He
was out of there in '91, running for President,
the only time they did better than the na-
tional average.

And if you want to get the economy in
this country moving—and I do, and we've
got the ways to do it—is to send him back
to Little Rock and keep him there.

I don’t believe there’s a person out here
that works for a living t}ﬁnﬁig’he’s paying
too little in taxes. And yet, Governor Clinton
has already proposed $150 billion in new
taxes and $220 billion in new spending. You
talk about trickle down, that is trickle-down
Government. Give the Government your
wallet, man, and step back and let Washing-
ton solve the problem. We cannot do that
to the taxpayer.

But again, my problem is this pattern of
being on one side, that he has, and then on
another. He says he’s going to get it from
the rich. There are not enough rich people
around to get all that dougi he’s talking
about. So what happens? He comes after you.
If you drive a cab, work in a coal mine, what-
ever it is, watch out. Watch your wallet; he’s
coming right after you. And I'm not going
to let him do that to the American ple.

Yesterday, or the day before, he atg'i(i’tted
that he may not be able to pay for his pro-
grams without taking it from the middle
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class. And so what does he do? Gives the
ams up and says, well, I'm not going
5:0;; that. gne day he’s for one thing; one
day for the next.
The last time we tried this kind of change,
I would ask you to remember what hap.
pened. When the Democrats controlled the
. White House—and this same crowd controls
the Senate and the House that has controlled
it for 38—58 years—38 years, whatever it
is—interest rates, do you remember what
they were? They got to 21.5 percent and in-
flation was 15 percent. And we do not need
that kind of change for the United States of
America.

With us, interest rates are down and home-
owners can refinance their mortgages. Infla-
tion is down and senior citizens are not get-
ting wiped out by that, the cruelest tax of
all. We will get it down further by controlling
the growth of Federal spending and givin
you a break on your taxes, particularly sm
business.

Change, change, change, this Clinton is
bad enough, but when you throw Gore in—
you heard what Senator McConnell said—
you know who's going to get gored, the peo-
ple that are working for a%iving in Kentucky,

" if you go for this carbon tax. I call him Mr.,
Ozone; he’s way up there. We've got to be
down where the people are, trying to solve
these problems. You try their formula for
change and that’s all you're going to have left
in your pocket, believe me.

Now, I want to get these taxes down,
spending under control, and there’s a good
way to do that. Let me give you a little for-
mula. Mitch believes it. Hal Rogers believes
it. We fought for it. And we've got a few
more good people, good men and women
from KentucE;?oining us there.

Here’s the way we’ll do it. One, we will
have a balancec( budget amendment that
makes the President and the Congress get
this budget in balance in 5 years. Second,
we'll get them to give us a check-off, If Con.
gress can't handle it, let the people do it.
You can check off 10 percent of your taxes
to go, must go, no way around it—to reduc-
ing the Federal deficit. And I want that for
the taxpayers. And the third idea is to give
me what 43 Governors have, and if the Con-
gress can't do it, give me that line-item veto,
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And let’s cut out the pork and the waste from
the Federal budget.

In this country it's small business that pro-
duces the jobs. And that’s why we favored
investment tax allowance or a capital gains
reduction or a tax credit for the first-time
homebuyer so we can stimulate jobs and in-
vestment and support small business, not do
as Governor Clinton want to do, manage the
economy. He calls it investing, The Govern-
ment cannot invest. It is the people that in-
vest, and he ought to understand that.

And health care, he wants a Government
board again to settle everything. I want to
provide insurance to the poorest of the poor.
I want to pool the insurance. I want to give
vouchers to the poor, tax credit to the more
affluent. And then we're going to get these
insurance costs down by something else; we
are going to go after those crazy malpractice
suits that are driving the cost of medicine
right through the roof. We are suing each
other too much, and we care for each other
too little. And we've got to change it. We
need more people in the Congress like Hal
and Mitch to get that job done.

You know, everybody in every State is con-
cerned about crime. Arkansas™ prisoners for
example, spend 20 percent of their term in
prison. They get off with serving one-fifth
of the sentence. Under the Federal program,
it is 85 percent. You see, I have a different
theory. I believe we ought to have more sup-
port for these police officers out here and
alittle less worry about the criminals.

. We had a great meeting, these police guys
that are out there on the line for us. It's the

- same in Kentucky as other States. But the

other day I had a visit from six or eight of
them in the Oval Office. And that's a majestic
office. You meet the world leaders, and you
see all the people from all across this country.
But this one was very special. Eight people,
I believe it was, an, they came up to say,
we are for you for President. They were the
Fraternal Order of Police from Little Rock,
Arkansas. And I was very proud to have their
support. )

So we must back them up. We must win
this war against crime and drugs with our
“Weed ang Seed” program, backing the law
enforcement officers and  getting tough
anticrime legislation. '




: think the biggest difference as we
. ?:ﬁn to the polligand the reason I'm
cg;nvlnwdlwillwinthiselecﬁonisthis:l
honestly believe that character counts. I be-
lieve that people look to the President of the
United States not just in this country but all
around the world. And I think his ¢ r
" bas a lot to do with how they view our coun-

e other night Governor Clinton said in
‘th;n:!ebate, “Itg’il not the character of the
President,” he said, “it is the character of
the Presidency.” Wrong. They’re interlocked.
You've got to treat this Office with respect
and give it the dignity and the honor it de-
serves. And you don’t get that there by saying
one thing one day and changing your posi-
tion. You look into the eyes of the American
people and you say, this is what we're going
to do. And it you make a mistake, a President
does what you have to do, you say, hey, I
was wrong about that. And I'm going to cop-
tinue to do the American peopfe's usiness.
But you cannot be all things to all people.
Let me give you some examples. Governor
Clinton says on free trade one day, “Well,
I'm for it.” And then he goes to the big
unions up in Washington, and he says, “Well,
I've got some serious reservations.” On right-
to-work laws, doesn’t matter if youre for
them or against them, but you can't be on
both sides of it. He says, “Well, I'm for
them,” in Arkansas. He goes to the unions
that are up in New Hampshire, and he says,
“I'm against them.”

On the Persian Gulf, a
that I had to make
else’s son, somebody

very tough decision
to commit some
else’s daughter to com-
’ bat. I had to make a decision and had to
lead, and I couldn’t equivocate. And here’s
what Governor Clinton said. He said, “J
guess I agreed with the minority,” that’s
those who wanted to give sanctions a chance,
“I agree with the minority, but I guess I
would have voted with the majority.”

What kind of Commander in Chief can
waffle and change his position like that? I
have big differences with him, and I know
some here might disagree with them, I still
feel in my heart-of-hearts that when your
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country is in a war, you don’t go to another
country and lead demonstrations against your
country.

And when you say to the American people,
I'm going to tell you the full truth on the
draft, on April 17th, and then thz’re silent,
hoping the issue goes away. I don'’t think
that's right either. A lot of ple opposed
the war. Some of them saise:’vell, I'm not
going to even stick around. But they didn't
change their story. They weren't one thing
one tiay and then trying to preserve their po-
litical viability the next. You cannot wa.&g.
You cannot equivocate when you’re Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

You know, some days in the Oval Office—
it could be at night in the White House or
over in the Oval Office in the day—the tele-
phone rings, and the decisions aren’t always
easy ones. They're decisions where principle
has to be invoked, and where you have to
say what you think you really believe in your
heart-of-hearts is right. And that’s why I be-
lieve, you cannot separate the character of
the President from the character of the Presi-
dency. They are one and the same thing,
They are locked in.

I will be asking the
consider that important
economic program, an agenda for America’s
renewal. We've got a foreign policy record
that gives great credit to the United States
and those who have stood strong. Isn't it a
wonderful thing that the young people be-

American people to
point. We've got the

hind me today go to bed at night without
the same fear of nuclear war that many of
you had?

International communism is dead, And
Germany’s reunited. And ancient enemies
are talking to each other in the Middle East.
And democracy is on the move south of our
border. Now we must take that same leader-
ship and with this new Congress—and
there’s going to be 100, at least 100 new ones
coming up there—with that new Congress
we are going to lift this country up. We are
going to make life better for every single kid
that is here today.
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Don’t you believe it when Clinton-Gore
go around this country saying we are a Nation
in decline, everything is bad. That is not so.
Yes, some people are hurting. Our program
will help them. But we are the United States
of America. We don’t need a man whose o
hope to get into office is by criticizing and
tearing down. I want to build and Lift up.

And I ask for your support. I ask for your
vote. And may God bless the United States
of America. Thank you all very much,

Note: The President spoke at 1207 p.m. at
the South Laurel High School,

Statement on Signin§ the Wild Bird
Conservation Act of 1992

October 23, 1992

I am signing into law H.R. 5013, the “Wild
Bird Conservation Act of 1992.” I take great
pleasure in signing this Act because it pro-
motes the conservation of wild exotic birds
and provides for other measures related to
fish and wildlife conservation. It also dem-
onstrates our global leadership in the protec-
tion and conservation of wildlife.

Over the past 4 years, my Administration
has played a strong role in the development
of a world conservation strategy. The United

 States is a long-standing member of the Cop.

vention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES). This Act provides an important
mechanism for the United States to im le-
ment the decisions and resolutions agreed to
under CITES. Other nations, including those
within the European Community, have also
acted to regulate imports of exotic wild birds
whose populations may be detrimentally af-
fected by trade.

Furthermore, this Act authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior to support the manage-
ment efforts of other nations in the conserva-
tion of their wild birds. Funds to assist these
countries will be made available through the
Exotic Bird Conservation Fund established
by this Act.
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Our action here exemplifies our commit.
ment to wildlife conservation around the
world. By strengthening our wildlife import
policies and by encouraging the wildlife man-
agement programs of other countries, this
Act will help to prevent any further decima-
tion of wild bird populations.

I commend &2 bipartisan leadership of
the House Merchant Marine and F isheries
Committee as well as a broad range of
groups, including conservation organizations,
importers, scientists, breeders, humane orga-
nizations, and the pet industry, for working
with the Administration on this legislation.

George Bush

The White House,
October 23, 1992,

Note: H.R. 5013, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No, 102440,

Statement on Signing Legislation
Establishing Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month

October 23, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R, 5572,
which designates May of each year as “Asian/
Pacific American Heritage Month.” In May
1980, T was proud to extend Asian Pacific

. American Heritage Week to a full month

celebration. Therefore, I am pleased to have
the Congress join me in recognizing the im-
portant contributions of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans and the impact of their distinct and dy-
namic cultures on our great Nation,

As President I have witnessed poignant
and difficult times for Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans, but I know the tremendous value of
Asian Pacific Americans to this country.
Much as others who have come to our shores,
Asian Pacific Americans came here seeking
freedom and yearning for the American
Dream. And like other immigrants, Asian Pa-
cific Americans are finding it—in the arts,
in business, in science, in public service—
across the spectrum of achievement. I am
pleased to pay tribute to the significant con-
tributions of Asian Pacific Americans.

George Bush

The White House,
October 23, 1992.
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MEMORANDUM FOR SPEECHWRITER

FROM: J. BUNTON}&‘

SUBJECT: LONDON, KENTUCKY COLOR
Site: South Laurel High School, Gillam Field [football field]
"Home of the Cardinals"

11:50 a.m. // 10,000 people
POTUS intro: Sen. Mitch McConnell, Ky.

Acks: Cong. Hal Rogers
Superintendent of Schools Joe McKnight
South Laurel High School [Principal Roger Marcum]
North Laurel High School [New school]
State Sen. David L. Williams
National Committeewoman Nelda Barton-Collings
State Rep. Tom Jenson
Laurel Co. BQ Chair Tom Handy

Busing in students from: North Laurel High School [Jaguars]
North Laurel Middle School [Bobcats]
South Laurel Middle School [Cougars]

The University of Kentucky Student newspaper, "The Kentucky

Kernel" recently endorsed POTUS for POTUS // the western union
mailgram was dated 10/20/92.

SOUTH LAUREL HIGH SCHOOL:

On Oct. 1, the school held a mock election, which POTUs won

by 7% points =-- results:

Bush 46%

Clinton 39%

Perot 10%
School has a Young Republicans Club -- President is Richie
Swanner -- the club will be making posters, handing out
flyers and the football team and cheerleaders who are
members of the YR club are preparing a chant -- "Bill
Clinton doesn't know the law -- send him back to Arkansas."

Tomorrow night the "Cardinals" play the "Lions" from Boyd
County High School at Boyd;

The Cardinals are currently 7-1 [great season] thrill of
year was a "come-from-behind -- underdog win" against
Madison Central.... "We're gonna do to Bill Clinton what you
did to Madison Central..."



When POTUS was VPOTUS -- he jogged 2 miles on the track at
Gillam Field for his morning workout [1988]

LONDON:

In 1988 POTUS visited Bush, Kentucky [about 10 minutes from
London - named for George A. Bush the community postmaster] stops
included the Bush Volunteer Fire Dept [where he was named
honorary chief], and Bush Elementary POTUS visited London prlor
to Super Tuesday in 88 campaign. At his speech at Sue Bennett
College POTUS said, "Now, at last after visiting Bush, Kentucky,
I can claim I'm one of you." // referred to visit as a
"homecoming".

Civil War battle reenactment last week -- Battle of Wild Cat
Mountain [Union Army won]

World Chicken Festival - Sept. 24-27, annual event
chicken leg contest [in tights] beauty pageant for legs |
[unisex] Tom Handy was in it. !
carnival rides and games // kids get out of school early

population 7,450 // County [Laurel] 45,000

tourism -- outdoor activity -- Cumberland Gap National Park ...
Cumberland Falls ... lot of parks.

Laurel Lake -- fishing, boating, crappie, bass, walleye

_ hewspapers: Laurel County Weekly ‘
Laurel News Leader
The Sentinel-Echo

0ld Wilderness Road -~ Daniel Boone blazed in 1775 [now US 25]

"This is Daniel Boone Country" ‘

Drew's [Weaver] a popular mom and pop restaurant in town -- know
for its hot dogs

Larger employer -- Appalachian Computer Services -- about i,800! -
- the largest data entry company in the US

Col. Sanders got his start just down the road from London in
Corbin.

CONTACTS : i

LEAD -- TIM SIMONSON
SITE -- DAMON MOLEY

BUZZ PRESOCK
HOTEL - (606) 864-7331

Roger Marcum, Principal - South Laurel High School [606-864-
7371] Jennifer Bruner // Barbara McCullum adviser to YR Club



- i

LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (606) 864-4789
Ken Harvey -- out until Friday // ask for Phyllis McHargue
Spoke with Pat Dunnaway

Laurel County Library archives -- Lori Schecter (606) 864-5759
faxing info and articles from 88 visit

Dean Johnson, Laurel County Clerk
0 - (606) 864-5158 / h - (606) 864-5239




