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WASHINGTON
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October 22, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: DAN MC GROARTY ﬁ%%gj?

SUBJECT: ' VESSEY POW-MIA REMARKS

Friday morning at 7:30 a.m., you meet with General Vessey
Senator McCain and others to receive a report on their just-
completed mission to Hanoi.

Following that meeting, you make a short statement in the
Rose Garden. You will be joined there by members of POW/MIA
- families. -




Draft 5
October 22, 1992
5:00 pm
[VESSEY]
‘PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : VESSEY COMMISSION

THE ROSE GARDEN

OCTOBER 23, 1992

7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senators McCain, Kerry and Smith.
Distinguished guesfs. Good morning, and welcome to the Rose
Garden.

Finally, let me welcome representatives of a brave group'

Americans -- the families of those still missing in Indochina.

I've spoken to many of you. I've read your letters -- listened

to your stories: the powerful mixture of pride and fear, prou
of your warrior's service =-- but fearful you will never know h

fate. Knoﬁing your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would

of

d
is

not

rest without the fullest possible accounting of those who never

came home. //

And so, early in my Administration, I told Hanoi we would

pursue a policy that left behind the bitterness of the war --

but

not the men who fought it. Our approach -- ‘the "roadmap" -- was

designed to gain the fullest possible accounting of our MIAs.

It

has been a toﬁgh road to follow. Some told us the MIAs should be

swept aside for commercial opportunities in Vietnam. Others just

-wanted to pretend Vietnam never happened. They told us to
"forget'thé war" -- and just "move on."

"But we can never forget the men who answered this country
call. / You see, fdr nme, thé POW/MIA issue is a question of

honor: Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's
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~staff -- to continue to serve as my personal representative ta

But of all his many missions -- he'd probably tell you this is

test of its own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone
indivjdual.
To help me gain the fullest possible accounting, I asked

General John Vessey -- former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Hanoi. General Vessey has many years of -distinguished service.

the toughest task he's ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were per51stent and steadfast and our policy began to
work. Hanoi has yielded the remains of 269 American serv1cemen.
We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to investigate
reports of live Americans. We began excavating the battlegrounds
of Indochlna, searching for the remains of our serv1cemen. In
these searches, we never found anyone alive, but we vowed to
follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of

Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the

archives' existence in hand,.I once again asked General Vessey to

undertake a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly

admire, ‘Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany

the General. The Vietnamese have tremendous respect for Senator
McCain -- a respect that transcends country and culture. Because
of this, he was critical to the mission's success.

General Vessey and Senator McCain have just now reported to
me on their mission. .And I am pleased to announce this»morning

that our policy has achieved a real breakthrough. // Hanoi has




‘to look towards the future.

agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us| to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, my representatives have begun tb
provide answers to families who have waited and prayed for
decades.

It pains me»beyond words to say -- we may never know what

“happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort

to learn the truth.
Early in my term, I initiated worldwide.investigations to
determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnah, but
in all the battiés of the Cold War. Along the way, we've also’
had help from Senators Kerry and sSmith, who head tﬁe Select
POW/MIA Committee. From Russia, we've beqgun to learn the fate of
Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and North Korea has
returned the first American remains in over forty years.
Today, finally, I am donvinced that we can begin writing |the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, bmf
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that

painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster

assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also

directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways




to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to disabled Vietnamese veterans of the war.

Today is a day of significance to all Americans. It is s
because tdday we again honor those who chose to serve, and who
gave themselves in the supreme measure of devotion to their
country. Today we are honoring them by at long last approachi
a point where wé can fully keep faith with their loved ones an
bring them peace.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
_country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life
mattered. It should be that way alwayg.

Thank you all, and maf God Bless America.
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THIS INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS, ARTIFACTS, AND

DETAILED RECORDS ON AMERICANS WHO FELL INTO
VIETNAM'S HANDS. HANOI’S RECORDS WILL AT
LAST ENABLE US TO DETERMINE THE FATE OF MANY

OF OUR MEN.

i

- 22 - |

I HAVE ALSO DIRECTED MY ADMINISTRATION TO

WORK WITH HANOI IN DEVELOPING WAYS TO HELP
IDENTIFY VIETNAM'S MIAsS AND INCREASE

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO DISABLED

VIETNAMESE VETERANS OF THE WAR.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 10/22/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT D

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISS IE——
SUBJECT: THE ROSE GARDEN -"0CT™723™-"7:30 a.m.

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V MCBRIDE O O
BAKER O V MOORE O d
SCOWCROPT- “7 O MULLINS J O
DARMAN / ] PETERSMEYER O O
BATES O ] PORTER ] O
I BRADY O { PROVOST O / "
| ene O O ROSS V O
CALIO O O SMITH O d "
DEMAREST J O TUTWILER /
FITZWATER O O ZOELLICK / ]
GRAY V O MCGROARTY 0 [/
HOLIDAY O O O O LI
HORNER O O O O
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 1:00 p.m., TODAY, OCTOBER 22,
with a copy to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: T10: DANIEL B. MCGROARTY October 22, 1992
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SIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992
7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished guests.

Good morning, and welcome to the Rpse Garden.

Finally, let me welcome:a brave droup of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to
many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without
the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. //

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:

Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its

own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

‘*~—9 Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey --
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to
Serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. 1In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the

archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to

)

Ul

ﬁlmake¢a m1551on to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- T repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artlfacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into thelr hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, we have begqun to provide answers
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word.

It pains me beyond words to Say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but



in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to
. learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty
years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. Tt was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to help identify Vietnam's owa MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance téféét;rans of the war in Vietnamn.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 Years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life /
mattered.

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
¥ ¥ #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 22, 1992

' MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: DAN MC GROARTY Whﬁ

SUBJECT: VESSEY POW-MIA REMARKS

Friday morning at 7:30 a.m., you meet with General Vessey,
Senator McCain and others to receive a report on their just-
completed mission to Hanoi.

Following that meeting, you make a short statement in the
Rose Garden. You will be joined there by members of POW/MIA
families. :



Draft 5
October 22, 1992
5:00 pm
[VESSEY]
PRESIbENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION

THE ROSE GARDEN

OCTOBER 23, 1992

7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senators McCain, Kerry and Smith.
Distinguished guests. Good morning, and welcome to the Rose
Garden.

Finally, let me welcome representatives of a brave group.of
Americans - the families of those still missing in Indochina.
I've spoken to many of you. 1I've read your letters -- listened
to your stories: the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud
of your warrior's service -- but fearful you will never know his
fate. Knowing your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not
rest without the fullest possible accounting of those who never
came home. //

And so, early in my Administration, I told Hanoi we would
pursue a policy that left behind the bitterness of the war -- but
not the men who fought it. Our approach -- the "roadmap" -- was
designed to gain the fullest possible accounting of our MIAs. .It
has been a tough road to follow. Some told us the MIAs should be
swept aside for commercial opportunities in Vietnam. Others just
wanted to pretend Vietnam never happened. They told us to
"forget the war" -- and just "move on."

' But we can never forget the men who answered this countryis

call. / You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of

honor: Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's



test of its own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone
individual. |

To help me gain the fullest possible accounting, I asked
General John Vessey -- former Chéirmén of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff -- to continue to serve as my éersonal representative to
Hanoi. General Veésey has many years of distinguished service.
But of all ﬁis many missions -- he'd probably tell you this is
the toughest task he's ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless milesﬁ
but we were persistent, and steadfast, and our policy began to
work. Hanoi has yielded the remains of 269 American servicemen.
We seéured the right to go anywheré in Vietnam to investigate
reports of live Americans. We began excavating the battlegrounds
of Indochina, searching for the remains of our servicemen. In
these searches, we never found anyone alive, but we vowed to
follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
undertake a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly
admire, Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany
the General. The Vietnamese have tremendous respect for Senator
McCaiﬁ -- a respect that transcends country and culture. Because
of this, he was critical ﬁo the mission's success.

General Vessey and Senator McCain have'ﬁust nbw reported to
me on their miséion. And I am pleased to announce this morning

that our policy has achieved a real breakthrough.” // Hanoi has



agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes .
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, my representatives have begun to
provide answers to families who have waited and prayed for
decades.

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what

happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort

" to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated woridwide investigations to
determine the fate of our miésing men, not ‘only in Vietnam, but
in all the battlés of the Cold War. Along the way, we've also
had help from Senators Kerry and Smith, who head the Select._
POW/MIA Committee. From Russia, we've begun to learn the fate of
Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and North Korea has
returned the first American remains in over forty years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of

retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that

"painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin

to look towards the future.
To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster-
assistance to flpod ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also

directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
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to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to disabled Vietnamese veterans of the war.

Today is a day of significance to all Américaps. It is so
because today we again honor those who chose to serve, and who
gave themselves in‘the-supreme measure of devotion to their
country. Today we are honoring them by at long last approaching
a point where we can fully keep faith with their loved ones and
bring them peace.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life /
mattered. It should be that way always.

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
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DATE: 10/22/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE TODAY, 10/22: 1 g Opm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION ————
SUBJECT: THE ROSE GARDEN - OCT. 23 - 7:30 a.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT ] W MCBRIDE O ]
BAKER H v MOORE O d
X SCOWCROFT V O X MULLINS / O
DARMAN IS J ] PETERSMEYER O O
BATES ] ] PORTER ] O
BRADY O { PROVOST OJ /
BROMLEY O O ROSS V O
CALIO O ] SMITH O ]
| oemarest M I { O TUTWILER /
FITZWATER O O X ZOELLICK ‘}/Q/ / O
GRAY V O MCGROARTY B
HOLIDAY O O O I
HORNER O [J O O
[T e
REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 1:00 p.m., TODAY, OCTOBER 22,
with a copy to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
" i’ 4g g; 14&32: 3;{ - Assistant to the President
B e and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992
7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished guests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to
many of you. 1I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without
the fullest possible acéounting of those who never returned. //

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:

Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its

own worth —- measured in thenlife of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey --
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff —- to continue to
‘sefve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, we have begun to provide answers
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word.

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but



in all the battles of the Cold War. Fronm Russia, we've begun to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's réign, and
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty
years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to‘help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When T wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life /
mattered.

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.

| # # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
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Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 1:00 p.m., TODAY, OCTOBER 22,
with a copy to this office. Thank you.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
: THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992
7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished guests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -~ the
families of those still missing in Indochina. TI've spoken to
many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without

the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. //

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:

Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its

own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Véssey -
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to
Serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany.the
General. I am convinced that —-- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he-was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to annouﬁce that we have achieved a breakthroﬁgh. Hanoi has
agreed to proﬁide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, we have begun to provide answers
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word.

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but



-~ -

in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and

North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty

. years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increasé humanitarian
assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam.

Let me close on a personal note. Ihis is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All T had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single'/ serviceman's / life /
mattered.

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.

¥ # #
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General Vessey. Senator McCain.//;;stinguished guests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.
repfesenyatives
Finally, let me welcoma/;-brave group of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. 1I've spoken to
many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without
the fullest possible accounting of those who never came home. //
And so, early in my Administration, I told Hanoi we would
pursue a policy that left behind the bitterness of the war -- but
not the men who fought it. Our approach -- Q;I&zﬂbﬁﬁ/éaﬁ§ the
"roadmap" -- was designed to gain the fullest possible accounting
of our MIAs. It has been a tough road to follow. Some told us
the MIAs should be swept aside for commercial opportunities in
Vietnam. Others just wanted to pretend Vietnam never happened.
They told us to "forget the war" -- and just "move on."
But we can never forget the men who answered this country's

call. / You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of

honor: Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's
test of its own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone

individual.



To help me gain the fullest possible accounting, I asked
General John Vessey -- former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff -- to continue to serve as my personal representative to
Hanoi. General Vessey has many years of distinguished service.
But of all his many missions =-- he'd probably tell you this is
the toughest task he's ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were Pﬁm %%Z%fﬁﬁegan to work. Hanoi has
yielded the remains of 269 American servicemen. We secured the
right to go anywhere in Vietnam to investigate reports of live
Americans. We began excavating the battlegrounds of Indochina,
searching for the remains of our servicemen. In these searches,
we never found anyone alive, but we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to

|undefﬁﬁﬁzfé mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce this morning that our policy has achieved a (&al/
breakthrough. // Hanoi has agreed to provide us with all -- I
repeat all -- information they have collected on American POWs

and MIAs. This includes photographs, artifacts, and detailed



records on Americans who fell into their hands. Hanoi's records
will at last enable us to determine the fate of many of our men.
We still await the return of their remains -- but already, my
representatives have begun to provide answers to families who
have waited and prayed for decades.

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what ,

happened to each and every American. But we will spar ef%gzek/
!
ong WYu Wil pol %{ Sw«a/&a—
to learn the truth. Al ' u)aq,( ﬁdv&/”ml/
W W Pt
Early in my term, I initdated worldwide inWestigations to

determine the fate of our missing mery, not only in Vietnam, but

in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty
years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance todirsé%gr‘:nosl g/f' %:?1—2061255 M
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Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional 5COM)

moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
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Today is a day of signifance to all Americans. It is so because
today we again honor those who chose to serve, and who gave
themselves in the supreme measure of devotion to their country.
Today we are honoring them by at long last approaching a point

where we can fully keep faith with their loved ones and bring

them peace::]This reshold on which we now s is the result

of long years of toughness, ierice, and of persistence, of

steadfastness in the £ o have been saying, "Let’s

put the past ind us and move toward rec iliation with
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General Vessey. Senators McCain, Kerry and Smith.
Distinguished guests. Good morning, and welcome to the Rose
Garden.

Finally, let me welcome repfesentatives of a brave group of
Americans -- the families of those still missing in Indochina.
I've spoken to many of you. I've read your letters -- listened
to your stories: the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud
of your warrior's service -- but fearful you will never know hi;

\fate._ Knowing your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not
rest without the fullest possible accounting of those who never
came home. //

And so, early in my Administration, I told Hanoi we would
pursue a policy that left behind the bitterness of the war -- but
not thé men who fought it. Our approach -- the "roadmap" -- was
designed éo'gain the fullest possible accounting of our MIAs. It
has been a tough road to follow. Some told us the MIAs should be
swept aside for commercial opportunities in Vietnam. Others just
wanted to pretend Vietnam never happened. They told us to
"forget the war" -- and just "move on." ’

But we can never forget the men who answered this country's

call. i You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of

honor: Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's



test of its own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone
individual.

To help me gain the fullest poésible accounting, I asked
General John Vessey =-- former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff -- to continue to serve as my personal representative to
Hanoi. General Vessey has many years of distinguished service.
But of all his many missions -- he'd probably tell you this is
fhe toughest task he's ever faced.

He's worked countless hou:s, and travelled endless miles,
but we were persistent, and steadfast, and our policy began to
work. Hanoi has yielded the remains 6f 26§ American servicemen.
We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to investigate'
reports of live Americans. We began excavating the battlegrounds
of Indochina, searching for the remains of our servicemen. In
these searches, we never found anyone'alive, but we vowed to
follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
undertake a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly
admire, Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany
the General. I am convinced that -- because of the
understandable respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect
that transcends country and culture -- he was critical to the
mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain

have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased



to announce this morning that our policy has achieved a real

breakthrough. // Hanoi has agreed to provide us with all -- I
repeat all -- information they have collected on American POWs
and MIAs. This includes photographs, artifacts, and detailed
records on Americans who fell into their hands. Hanoi's records
‘will at last enable ﬁs to determine the fate of many of our men.
We still await the return of their remains -- but already, my
_representatives have begun to provide answers to families who
have waited and prayed for decades.

It pains‘me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
s happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to
determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but
in all the battles of the Cold War. Along the way, we've also
had help ffom Senators Kerry and Smith, who head the Select
POW/MiA Committee. From Russia, we've begun to learn the fate of
Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and North Kofea has
returned the first American remains in over forty years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapfer of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we coopérate in bringing that
painfui era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to lqok towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster

assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also



directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to disabled Vietnamese veterans of the war.

Today is a day of significance to all Americans. It is so
because today we again honor those who chose to serve, and who
gave themselves in the supreme measure of devotion to their
country. Today we are honoring them by at long last approaching
a point where we can fully keep faith with their loved ones and

bring them peace.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 yeérs ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When.I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first. ’

| All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life /
mattered.

Thank you all, ahd may God Bless America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTTAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992

7:30 A.M.

General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished guests.

Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- the

families of those still missing in Indochina. TI've spoken to

many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stor]
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your(?EEEEEEi
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest withot
the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned.

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of just:

Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of

own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey -
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue t¢
serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey

many years of distinguished service. But of all his many

missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he

ever faced.
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He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get

results.

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam tc
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At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

D



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to

make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,

Senator John McCain, himself a forme

POW, t
4

’

General.

by fr?%,respect that transcends

;espect'?ge Vietnamese have
vt leo CM,L ,
country and cultureéir-he was critical to the mission's success.

And_succeed-they—did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return .
of their remains -- but already, we have beg‘}%&@&%ﬁm
to families who have waited and prayed for decadesfer=wepd. L// %239
It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but



in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun

learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and

to

North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty

years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing

the

last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but

Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of

retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that

painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin

to look towards the future.

o
To begin that process, we have extended!Mmoédest disaster
o~ S ST

assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also

directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways

to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian

assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam.
Y\

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All I had to go on was Ehe knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life
mattered. f/ﬂ(ou/’/\/c Ma/LW% ?/WC‘/L/,

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
| #o##
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«.. I would not rest without finding the fate of those who never
returned.

And so, early in my administration, I told Hanoi we would pursue
a policy that left behind the bitterness of the war, but not the
men who fought it. Our approach, dubbed by some the "roadmap",
was designed to gain the fullest possible accounting of our MIAs.
It has been a tough road to follow. Some tell us the MIAs should
be swept aside for commercial opportunities in Vietnam. Others
want to pretend Vietnam never happened, and told us to forget the

war, and just move on.

But we cannot forget the men who answered their country’s call.

be W\Q‘I—kﬂew there was no quick fix, no easy way out. You see, for
me, . .one, lone individual.

To help me gain the fullest possible accounting, I
asked..... toughest task he ever faced.
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Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty,
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with a copy to this office.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
THE ROSE GARDEN
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7:30 A.M.
General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished gquests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to
many of you. 1I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without
the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. //

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:
Of ocaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its

A ("t /
own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual. %yékyé\ézgﬁ

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey =--

former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to
serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,

7V xc\

but we were unwavering and-ém and ur poliey began to get- H)()r t..,
results. At-—leng—last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



_ investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. In these searches, we never found anyone alive,| but

- we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey[to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
Generalt I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they‘did. General Vessey and Senator McCain

have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased

ovr poli D
to announce thatAwe ac 1eve§’a breakthrougm” Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information|they

have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes

photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who

fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to

determlne the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
‘-QPrﬁﬁﬁﬁg\? their remains -- but already, we-ha-v‘e«bmﬁrovide Tan%wers
baV"/ ‘531:0 fam111es who have waited and prayed for decades, fer=trend. ‘

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no eﬁfort
to learn the truth. |

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but




in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin’'s reign, and
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty
years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnaﬁ War. It was a bitter conflict, |but
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat \of
-retribution'fOr the past. As &e cooperate in bfinging that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin'that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago:
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't |

wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might

find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -=- for this

|

country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / lifé /

mattered.
Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
¥ # #
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General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished gquests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to
many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without

the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. //

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:

Of ocaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its
own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey --

former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to
serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the

battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a réspect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, we have begun to provide answers
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word.

It pains me beyond words to say -- we may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort

T anm LDMM'\"H& qactrhvt e Lullest possib\e
to learn the truth/\ Accounhint &€ Fwe {pdke o€ al Bur menn Ao

Early in my te?m?mlognﬁ)iﬁeg Ov;g\;clld%l;é; i?n?:;ti%&agm }t—g\a\ )

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but
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in all the battles of theicOld War. From Russia, we've beguﬁ to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, ané
North Korea has returned'the first American remains in over éorty
years. ' |

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin Writin& the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, ﬂut
Han01 knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that !

. painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begﬁn
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster

assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also

! i

directed my Administration to work with Hanoi in developing ways

to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanltarlan

assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam _ |

Let me close on a personal note. Thls is an emotional !

. |

moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've,
-

N gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago: i‘

Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't |
1
wonderlng if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might

find me first.

!
|
All I had to go on was the knowledge that =~ for this E

country, for Amerlca, even one / single / serviceman's / life /

mattered.
Thank you all, and may God Bless America. |
F £ #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION
THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992
7:30 A.M.
General Vessey. Senator McCain. Distinguished gquests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.
Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- the
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to

many of you. I've read your letters -- listened to your stories:

the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warrior's

service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowing
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest without *
. . CMW
the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. // )
nono(, (/2g15§;>

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of Justiee:

Of ocaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of its
own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey --
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to
sServe as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task he
ever faced.

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to



investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. 1In these searches, we never found anyone alive, but
we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -- because of the understandable
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcends
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission's success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am pleased
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has
agreed to provide us with all -- I repeat all -- information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains -- but already, we have begun to provide answers
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word. e Kfj

It pains me beyond words to sa may never,kno what EXX
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Early in my term, I initié ted worldw1de investlgatlons t05

happened to each and every Amerlci’y

to learn the truth.

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, but
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in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begu+ to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, an&
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over éorty
years. |, ‘

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writinq the

'last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, ﬁut_

- : |
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat Qf

retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
ﬁainful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can be%in ‘
to look towards the future. |

To begin that prosess, we have extended modest disaster‘
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also !
dlrected nmy Admlnlstratlon to work with Hanoi in developlng ways
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanltarlan;
assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam. %

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional i
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you'veé
gone throuéh. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago; %
Paddling against the tide. Alone. Atlsea. When I wasn't l
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who mlght

find me first.

All I had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this E

country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life /

mattered. _
Thank you all, and may God Bless America. : '
# £ #



Draft 3 }
October 22, 1992
9:00 pm ‘
[VESSEY]

'PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VESSEY COMMISSION

X THE ROSE GARDEN
OCTOBER 23, 1992
7:30 A.M.
General Vessey. Senafor McCain. Distinguished guests.
Good morning, and welcome to the Rose Garden.

_ Finally, let me welcome a brave group of Americans -- thé
families of those still missing in Indochina. I've spoken to;
many of you. I've read your, K letters -- listened to your stories:
the powerful mixture of pride and fear, proud of your warriorﬂs
service -- but fearful you will never know his fate. Knowingi
your anguish, I made a solemn pledge: I would not rest withoqt
the fullest possible accounting of those who never returned. E//

You see, for me, the POW/MIA issue is a question of justice:

Of oaths sworn -- commitments kept. It is a nation's test of ﬁts

1
I

own worth -- measured in the life of one, lone individual.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey -?
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- to continue to%
Serve as my personal representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has
many years of distinguished service. But of all his many }
missions -- he'd probably tell you this is the toughest task hé
ever faced. %

He's worked countless hours, and travelled endless miles,‘
but we were unwavering and tough, and our policy began to get
results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remains of 269 Ameriéan

I
servicemen. We secured the right to go anywhere in Vietnam to

i
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investigate reports of live Americans. We began excavating the
battlegrounds of Indochina, searching for the remains of our
servicemen. 1In these searches, we never found anyone alive, ﬁut
we vowed to follow every lead. |

Then, late last summer, we got our first glimpse of
Vietnam's vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the
archives' existence in hand, I once again asked General Vesse& to
make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on a man I greatly admire,
Senator John McCain, himself a former POW, to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -~ bécause of the understandablé
respect the Vietnamese have for John -- a respect that transcqnds
country and culture -- he was critical to the mission'é succe%s.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain
have just now reported to me on their mission. And I am plea%ed
to announce that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has .
agreed to provide us with all -- i repeat all -~ information they
have collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes !
photographs, artifacts, and detailed records on Americans who 3
fell into their hands. Hanoi's records will at last enable uslto
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the retﬁrn
of their remains ~- but already, we have begun to provide answérs
to families who have waited and prayed for decades for word.

It pains me beyond words to sSay -=- we may never know whatj
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effért
to learn the truth.

Early in my term, I initiated worldwide investigations to

determine the fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam, bué
|



VoW

in all the battles of the Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to
learn the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, andi
North Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty
years. I

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, bﬁt
Hanoi knows today that we seek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate in bringing that
painful era to a close, Vietnam and the United States can begin
to look towards the future.

To begin that process, we have extended modest disaster
assistance to flood ravaged areas of Vietnam. I have also
directed my Administfation to work with Hanoi in developing wa&s
to help identify Vietnam's own MIAs and increase humanitarian
assistance to veterans of the war in Vietnam.

Let me close on a personal note. This is an emotional
moment for me. My family never had to go through what you've E
gone through. But I do remember a day, almost 50 years ago: |
Paddling against the tide. Alone. At sea. When I wasn't
wondering if anyone would find me at all -- worrying who might
find me first.

All T had to go on was the knowledge that -- for this
country, for America, even one / single / serviceman's / life 4
mattered. |

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
##F
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Eighteen months ago, the men and women of Desert Storm completed
the most rapid and convincing victory in our nation’s history,
and buried the Vietnam syndrome in the sands of Kuwait. With
this reaffirmation of America’s strength, and the collapse of the
Soviet Union, America stands unchallenged as the leader of the
new world, ready to win the economic peace just as we won the

wars.

Yet the last chapter on the Vietnam conflict hasn’t been written.
The war still haunts a brave group of Americans —- the families
of those still missing in Indochina. Their feelings are a
mixture of pride and fear. They are proud of their warrior’s
service, but fear they will never know his fate. Knowing their
anguish, I vowed I wouldn’t rest without the fullest possible

accounting of those who never returned.

Soon after my inauguration, I asked General John Vessey, the
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to be my personal
representative to Hanoi. General Vessey has many years of
distinguished service, but he’d probably tell you this is the
toughest task he ever'faced. He’s worked countless hours, and
travelled endless miles, but we were unwavering and tough, and
our policy began to get results. Hanoi yielded the remains of

269 American servicemen. We secured the right to search vietnam
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at will to investigate reports of captive Americans. We began
excavating the battlegrounds of Indochina, looking for the
remains of our servicemen. 1In these searches, we never found

anyone alive, but we vowed to follow every lead.

Then, late last summer, we began to get a glimpse of Vietnam’s
vast set of wartime archives. With proof of the archives’
existence in hand, I once again asked General Vessey to go to
Hanoi. I was especially grateful that Senator McCain, himself a
former POW, agreed to accompany the General. I’'m convinced that,
because of the understandable respect the Vietnamese have for

John, he was critical to the mission’s success.

And succeed they did. General Vessey and Senator McCain have
just reported to me on their mission. I'm pleased to announce
that we have achieved a breakthrough. Hanoi has agreed to
provide us with all -- I repeat, all -- information they have
collected on American POWs and MIAs. This includes photographs,
artifacts, and detailed recofds on Americans who fell into their
hands. Hanoi’s meticulous records will at last enable us to
determine the fate of many of our men. We still await the return
of their remains, but already, we have begun notifying families

who have waited decades for answers.

We may never know what happened to each and every American, but

we will spare no effort to find out. Early in my term, I



3.
initiated worldwide investigations to find the fate of our
missing men, not only in Vietnam, but in all the battles of the!
Cold War. From Russia, we've begun to learn the fate of
Americans missing since Stalin’s reign, and North Korea hasg

returned the first American remains in over forty years.

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can begin writing the last
chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but Hanoi
knows that we seek only answers, without threat of retribution
for the past. As we cooperate in drawing that painful era to a
close, Vietnam and the United States can begin to look towards

the future.

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.



1
I

\

3rox Telecopier 7020 :10-21-92.; 3:27PM &

: Of'oathe sworn - commitmente kept-

2024566218~ 118438 1

'f@lz’ Lﬂnb &M
5,5 “ /7;6/’%‘%6 |  Draft 2 |
' October 21, 1992
- : © 3:30pm o -
[VESSEY] T
'PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS. VESSEY CO ISSION o
* THE ROSE EN . X -
e-ocmoanaﬁz 11982 ~ T
TIME -- T.B.D. | . S
L >
i : : o
General Veeeey. Senator McCain. Distinguiehed guestsg.
‘L.

Good morning, . and welcome to the ose Garden.
Finally, let ne welcome e brave group of Americans - the

famil;es of those still miesing in Indoehina. I've spoken to

-'“many ot you. I ve read your letters - 1zstened to your etoriee:’

the powerful mixture of pride'end fear, proud of your warrior'

fnever know hie fete._ Knowing

; I would not reet without
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Soon after my inauguration} I aeked General John,Vesse
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of staff -- tOWM Pﬁféoﬂdl
representative to Hanoi. General veesey has many years of
distinguished service. But of all his many missieng -- hatd
probably tell you this is the tougheet tagk he aver faced.
He'as worked countless hours, end travelled endless miles,
but we were unvavering and tough, end our pelicy hegan to get

results. At long last, Hanoi yielded the remaing of 269 American

servicemen. We secured the right to_gzg;ﬁﬁ' ietnam e__at_will___J
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-:to_investigate,reports of captiVe Americans. We began

1excavating~the5bact1egrounds.o:_In:ooninay eeerching-fof‘chc :;I

remaing of our servicemen. In fheEe'scerches, we nevaer found‘

anyone alive, but wa vowed to follbw every lead. »
Then, Iato 1aet summer, wae got our first glimpse- of

Vietnam g vest set of wartime archives. - With proof of the

archiVes' existonce 1n hand, I once again asked General Veseey to .

make a mission to Hanoi. And I called on‘a man I greatly edmire,
genator John MeCain, himself a former POW, -to accompany the
General. I am convinced that -~ bacause of the understandable
rospect the Vietnamese have for JoTn == a raspect that tranecends,
coun€§ and culture - he was critical to the missicn's euccess.

And succeed theﬁ_did. Genera Veesey and Senator Mcc;in 3

-}have jue‘?now reported.to ‘me on thTir mission.~ And I am pleased'f:=

?to ennounce,that we have achieved breakthrough. Hanoi hae
'iagreed'tiipnocide us with ell - IT

.nave collected on American POWs an MIAs.A This includes '
photogrephs, artifacts, and detaile records on Americans who
fell into their hands. Hanoi's caﬁaée%%y-hept-recorde will at
last enable us to determine the fate of many of our men. We
s8till await the return of their renains =~ but already, we have

begun to provide answers to s fdmilies who have waited and
{

prayed for decades for word. |
!
It pains me beyond words to say == We may never know what
happened to each and every American. But we will spare no effort

te learn the truth. ?

repeat 311 - information they ”
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Early in my term, I 1nitiated worldwide investigations_to‘
%ﬁ-ﬁrgﬁg %ate of eur missing men, not only in vietnam, but in alzl'.
the battles of the Cold War. From russia, welve bedun to learn
the fate of Americans missing since Stalin's reign, and North
Korea has returned the first American remains in over forty

years;

Teday, finally, I am*oonvinoeq that we can begin writing the
, ! _
last chapter of the Vietnam War. It was a bitter conflict, but
Hanoi knows thaﬁfszfoeek only answers, without threat of
retribution for the past. As we cooperate 1n€br;nging that
painfuliera to a close, Vietnam_and the United States can begin
to look towards the future. » _ -

Let me close .on a; personalﬁno=9. This is an emotional

moment fof“ e;:'Hy family neverr a to go through what you've

Bu€ I ﬂg remember t e day, almost 50 years ago:

vxt aea. When I wasn't wondering if anyone would find mel
-at a11 - worrying "Who would find a first. OﬁN
All T had to go on was the knowledge that -~ for this

country, for aAmerica, even one / sﬁngle ./ .serviceman's / life /

!

mattered. i

i

Thank you all, and may God Bless America.
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