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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 27, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : STEVE PROVOST

FROM: KEN ASKEW |y

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS TO FOX PARK COMMUNITY
I.  SUMMARY

on Monday, September 28th at 10:00 a.m., you will deliver
remarks, to 500 community members in the St. Francis DeSales
Catholic Church Parish Hall in Fox Park, Missouri.

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 18 minutes / teleprompter) focus
on crime, and reflect the current status of your crime bill.
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September 27,c§992

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: '~ DeSALES CATHOLIC CHURCH
FOX PARK, MISSOURI
SEPTEMBER 28, 1992
10:00 A.M.

Thank you for that kind introduction, and good morning,
everybody.

It's delightful to be in Fox Park. St. Louis is such a

om.
IME

friendly city. It really warms my heart. So thank you for your

wonderful Missouri welcome.

I want to apologize to everyone who was counting on the

usual Sunday Bingo game last night. I hear the Secret Service

spoiled your fun when they had to check out the building. We]

I'm sorry you missed the game, but it was smart to stay away.
Believe me, you don't want to be jumping up suddenly and yelll
"Bingo!" around these guys.//

I want to talk to you today about what I consider
go?ernment's first and most-basic function.

I know what you're thinking. You've been listening to tt

11,
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other fellow... and all you can think about is taxes. Well, I'm

not going to talk about taxes today. But I think it's only fair

to warn you that for years down in Arkansas, my opponent has been

trying to declare April 15th a religious holiday.//

But what I do want to talk about is the fundamental duty

of

our government... to protect gyg;xlégericag citizen from violence

- == at home, on the streets, and abroad.
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Now... that's nothing new. .Security is one big reason
government was created in the first place.

what's pnew... are the terrible :g;gg violence has taken
recently... beyond anything our founding fathers could've

imagined.

A whole generation has grown up with the threat of nuclear

terror hanging like a sword over its head. And it's been
horrible. oOur kids had‘nightﬁares. It seemed like it would
never end.

Well, it did end. And today I can stand up here and say
something no President could ever say before.

The Cold War is over. Freedom finished first.//

Now, we need to win the peace... right here at home and
the streets of Fox Park.//

in

what's the point, after all... of winning a Cold War if qur

grandparents and grandchildren lock themselves behind the bar

their windows, afraid to come out from a jail called home?

on

Now, I'm not saying we haven't made progress against violent

crime. We certainly have. We've slowed it dramatically the past

twelve years. And we're beginning to turn the tide on the drugs

that so often.fuel it.

But we got soft on crime in the 1960s, and we paid for it.
By the time we cracked down again in the 80s, violent crime had

gone up 400% in twenty years. Since we cracked down, it's gone

up just 27% in a little over ten years, and the overall crime

index is actually down.




So we've stemmed the tide... prevented millions of crimeﬁ...-

but of course, that's not enough. It's pever enough.

The face of crime is changing fast, and we need ourlléws
react just as quickly... so we can beat it.

carjacking, for a timely example -- a brand-new word for
brand-new crime. Someone figured out it's easy to steal a car
when it's already running, with the keys in the ignition. Of

course, the owner's behind the wheel. So they use a gun.

It makes me sick to think about it... but just a few weeks

ago,- in a nice neighborhood near Baltimore, a woman vas sittin
in her car at a stop sign. In broad daylight, two men forced
out of her car and drove off.

But she hung onto her seat-belt from outside the car. Wt
mother wouldn't? Because her baby was in the back seat. The
mother was dragged for almost two miles. The thieves tried tc
kxnock her off by banging into a fence. And she finally died.

And you know what they did with her little baby? They
tossed her out of the car like so much trash.

Miraculously, that baby survived.

And you know what? Americé's going to.survive, too. We

don't have to put up with this kind of depravity.//

These people have no place in a decent sociéty. And as f

as this President's concerned, they can go to jail... they can

stay in jail... and they can rot in jail.//

to
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And for that to happen, we need tough laws that don't beﬂd
over backwards proteéting the criminal... while saying to the
victim, "Tough luck, buddy."//

Now, my opponent has learned to talk tough on crime. But
let me tell you: When push comes to shove, what he really
believes is that same old hogwash that says it's society's fault
wvhen someone gets mugged. And society should suffer.

Well, maybe that's.why most inmates in Arkansas serve less
than one-fifth of their sentence. Maybe that's why violent crime
in Arkansas went up almost 60 percent in the 80s -- over twice
the national_avérage. Maybe that's th, in the sbse Arkansas had
the nation's biggest increase in overall crime -- and the third-
biggest in violent crime. o

If you don't believe me... just ask the Fraternal Ofder of
Police in'Little Rock, Arkansas. They're endorsing me for
President. Because they know my record.

And because they know better than anyone... that we're all
vulnerable: Men, women, children; white, black, brown; young,
old; rich and poor. To a bullet or a blade -- we all look just
the same. |

And Americans deserve a government that goes after the
problem -- that prevents and punishes crime, and heips victims.//

That's why I want to see America make a move at the Federal
level... to step forward and support state and local police

around the country -- in real, concrete ways. We need to help

‘them fight.//
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| I offered the hand of_partnership to Congress, and asked it to

That's why, twvelve-hundred and one days ago, on June 15,

1989 -- the same day Gorbachev first hinted the Berlin wall might

come down -- I sent a comprehensive Crime Bill to Capitol Hill

help me fight crime on a national level.
You know, since I first sent that bill to the Hill in 1989,
here in the United States, we've had almost 60,000 murders,
260,000 rapes, 1,600,000 robberies and 2,600,000 assaults. 506
of those violent crimes took place right here in Fox Park.
‘I know the numbers are staggering. I know that Americans
sit down in front of their Tvs at night... watch the news and
say... why doesn't somebody do something about this incredible
mess? People are dying in the streets, for God's sake.
Well... twelve-hundred and one days later.;. Congress still
hasn't acted on my Bill.
I think if they had a glacier on Capitol Hill, they'd na*e
it “Speedy."“//
But frustrating as this Crime Bill has been for me... it's
still my job as President to get results. There are good people
on both sides of the issue, working in good faith for a
compromise... and I will not rest until this matter is settled.
This very week, we're close to an agreement on a bill the
Congress could send me -- and I will sign. The Comprehensive
Bill could include, for example, a workable death-pénalty
provision for horrible murders... committed by terrorists,

assassins, drug lords and others of that nature.




But when it comes to crime, we always -- always -- have more

to do. We can never rest.

So I want you to know what's on my crime agenda. I'm not

asking for anything but common sense and reasonable justice...

especially for women, children and elderly victims of crime.
Specifically, I want to help our states do the following

eight things:

one, apprehend and severely punish carjackers, like the ones

I just described. I want to make carjacking a Federal offense

with harsh penalties. I want thugs who take cars at gunpoint

to

stay in a cell so long that when they get out -- they're too old

to drive.//

Two, call deadbeat dads onto the carpet. Right now, a

single mother here in Missouri can be struggling to keep the kids

fed and clothed on her small salary... while their father's u

Chicago, picking out a new Chevy truck with terrycloth pom-poms

in

and a gun rack. He could be six months behind in child-support,

but no one can touch him because he's over state lines. Well

think that's a disgrace, and it's about time the long arm of {

I

the

law reaches out over that state line... taps that deadbeat dad on

the shoulder... and says loud and clear -- time to pay up, buc
Cough up the cash or go to jail.

Three, strengthen laws dealing with sexual and domestic
violence. To start with, we need to protect the victim's
privacy. 1It's cruel to put her in the spotlight. And I want

repeat sex and domestic-violence offenders behind bars until

idy .




trial. Today, even a repeat offender can get arrested and be
on bond hours lgter... stalking his next victim... or beating
wife and kids for turning him in. I want him detained until
trial, and I want the prosecution to be able to use past
convictions against him. Right now, so-called little details
lixe the fact he's a three-time loser -- can't even be mentio
in court. And that's wrong. Let him pay for what he's done./
Four, crack down on gang violence. I want gangs to be
reclassified under the law as criminal enterprises, just like
other organized crime. That way, we can go after the leaders,

and we can deal harshly with them, and we can untie the hands

out
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good cops so they can clean up decent neighborhoods. I also want

to toughen the penalties for using juveniles in crimes. Gangs
right now can send under-age kids out to do their dirty work,
because they're minors and they'll get off if they're caught.
think the older gang members should be punished harshly for
treating these little kids like bullet fodder.//

Five, protection for the elderly. 1It's absurd that the
folks who've contributed to this society all through their 1liv

have to live in terror when they're old and frail, just becaus

some young punks see them as an easy target. They're as low as

the thugs who pick on children, and I want to beef up the law

that put them behind bars so they're not on the streets mugging

grandmothers. Instead, they'd be in front of a police camera,

mugging pictures for their criminal files.//

es



Six, Habeas Corpus reform. Habeas Corpus is a fancy way

saying, if you're found guilty of something, you can challeng

the decision in court. 1It's supposed to protect the innocént,

but it's turned into a ridiculous perversion of the law.

Criminal lawyers use it to postpone justice. A guilty verdict

can mean seemingly endless appeals that choke our courts and

delay justice. 1It's about time we put a stop to this travesty.

Let them have one Habeas Corpus petition and be done with it.//

Seven, a Federal death penalty. I think certain acts of
violence deserve the ultimate penalty. I'm talking about

assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and other depraved

of

acts. These people are merchants of death, who trade in deat?...

so when they kill someone, let's complete the transaction.//

And eight, firearms. This one's short and sweet. I want

tougher penalties for any crime committed with a gun. Period.//

(Brief pause.)

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going to fix
everything. I'm a firm believer in justice, but I think
punishment is only part of the solution. |

The other part has a more human face.

Tomorrow's criminals are still just kids today; And whil

believe in resources for law enforcement... and in reform for

le I

law

enforcement... I also believe that at some point early in life, a

youngster at a critical juncture can be steered to a life of
right... or a life of terrible wrong. It all depends on the ¥k

of soil you plant these kids in... and how you nourish them.

cind




That's why I believe our weed-and-seed program is so very
crucial. Weed-and-seed means going into a rough neighborhood...
eradicating the 'weeds' of violent crime that can choke a young
life... and replacing them with 'seeds' of social opportunity and

reform.

That's what Operation Crackdown is all about: The Federal
Government, working with local law enforcement, reclaiming crack
housés and giving them back to the community.

And that's what your COPS program, here in Fox Park, is 11
about, too, on a local level. Real people making real change in
your own neighborhood. '

You know, just the other day, only a few blocks from here,
police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as
those officers caﬁe out of the house with those drug-deélers
handcuffed, the neighbors -- maybe some of you -- came out to
their porches and gave those police a standing ovation and a
cheer.

That's what this country's hungry for. Americans want to
take crime out of their neighborhoods... and put the neighborsg
back. We've got to weed the poison growth from the soil... aﬁd
in its place, plant the seeds of hope.

I know you just want to be able to walk down to Worth's
Market, or down to Fox Park for a stroil, or over to Bartlett's
Grocery Store for a newspaper or Mary's Restaurant for a cup of

coffee ((even if she is a Democrat))... and you want to do it




build and kept alive.

knowing you're safe in your own neighborhood, that you've helTed

I think John Mirgaux said it best. He lives near that otd

crack house over on Ohio. And he said he and his wife Eleanoi
ay

had been thinking about selling their house and just moving a
from the drugs and all the ugly crime.

But you know... he's lived in Fox Hill his whole life.
his neighborhood.

And after the raid... he and Eleanor did some thinking.
he put it this way. He said:

"you know, I've been waiting for this to happen. Now...
we're going to.make a stand.”™

Please join us... join John and Eleanor... and Ohio

Avenue... and Fox Park... and St. Louis... and Missouri... an

It's

_And

this whole United States... and make a stand against crime today.

Because the people deserve it.

Thank you... thank you all for listening... God bless Fox

Park, Missouri... and God bless the United States of America.
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CRIME

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DeSALES CATHOLIC CHURCH
FOX PARK, MISSOURI
SEPTEMBER 28, 1992
10:00 A.M.
Thank you for that kind introduction, and good morning,
everybody.

It's delightful to be in Fox Park. St. Louis is such a

friendly city. It really warms my heart. So thank you for your

wonderful Missouri Qelcome.

I want to apologize to everyone who was counting on the
usual Sunday Bingo game last night. I hear the Secret Service
spoiled your fun when they had to check out the building. Wel

I'm sorry you missed the game, but it was smart to stay away.

1,

Believe me, you don't want to be jumping up suddenly and yelling

"Bingo!" around these guys.//
I want to talk to you today about what I consider
government's first and most-basic function: to protect every

American citizen from violence -- at home and on the streets.

Now... that's nothing new. Security is one big reason |

government was creafed in the first place.

What's is new... are the tefrible forms violence has taken

recently... beyond anything our founding fathers could've
imagined.

A whole generation has grown up with the threat of nuclea
terror hanging like a sword over its head. And it's been

1




horrible. Our kids had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end.
Well, it did end.  And today I can stand up here and say

something no President could ever say before.

The Cold War is over. Freedom finished first.//

Now, we need to win the peace... right here at home and in

the streets of Fox Park.//

What's the point, after all... of winning a Cold War if our

grandparents and grandchildren lock themselves behind the bars on

their windows, afraid to come out from a jail called home?

Now, I'm not saying we haven't made progress against viol

ent

crime. We certainly have. We've slowed it dramatically the past

twelve years. And we're beginning to turn the tide on the drugs

that so often fuel it.

But we got soft on crime in the 1960s, and we paid for it

By the time we cracked down again in the 80s, violent crime ha

gone up 400% in twenty years. Since we cracked down, it's gone

up just 27% in a little over ten years, and the overall crime

index is actually down.

So we've stemmed the tide... prevented millions of crime%...

but of course, that's not enough. 1It's never enough.

The face of crime is changing fast, and we need our laws
react just as quickly... so we can beat it.

Let me give you a timely example. Carjacking -- a brand-
new word for a brand-new crime. Someone figured out it's easy

steal a car when it's already running, with the keys in the

1d
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. and drove off.

ignition. Of course, the owner's behind the wheel. So the
criminal uses a gun.

I want to tell you a story that sickens me, but describes
wvhat we're up against. Just a few weeks ago, in a nice
neighborhood near Baltimore, a woman was sitting in her car at a

stop sign. in broad daylight, two men forced her out of her car

But she got tahéled in her seatbelt outside the car. Or
maybe she was hanging on. What ﬁother wouldn't? Her baby was in
the back seat.

The mother was dragged for almost two miles. The thieves
tried to knock her off by banging into a fence. And tragically,
she died.

And you know what they did with her littleibaby? They
tossed her out of the car like a piece of trash.

Miraculously, that baby survived.

And you know what? America is going to survive, too! We
cannot put up with this kind of aﬁimal behaQior.//

Thesevpeople have no place in a decent society. And as far
as this President's concerned, they can go to jail... they can
stay in jail... and they can rot in jail.//

For that to happen, we need tough laws that don't bend over
backwards protecting the criminal... while saying to the victim,
"Tough luck, buddy."//

Now, my opponent has learned to talk tough on crime. But

let me tell you: When push comes to shove, what he really

3




believes is that same old hogwash that says it's sgcietﬁ'g fault

when someone gets mugged. And society should suffer.

Maybe that's why an average inmate in Arkansas served less

than one-fifth of his sentence last year. Maybe that's why

violent crime in Arkansas went up almost 60 percent in the 80s -

- over twice the national average. And maybe that's why Arkansas

in the 80s had the nation's biggest increase in overall crime

and the third-biggest in violent crime.

If you don't believe me... just ask the Fraternal Order of

Police .in Little Rock, Arkansas. They know Bill Clinton's record

best. And guess who they're endorsing for President. That's
right -- it's not Bill Clinton. It's George Bush.

The police know better than anyone... that we're all

vulnerable: Men, women, children. White, black, brown. You
and olé. Rich and poor. To a bullet or a blade -- we all lo

just the same.

g,
ok

Americans deserve a government that goes after the problem -

-~ that prevents and puﬁishes crime, and helps victims.//
That's why I want to see America make a move at the Fedei
level... to step forward and support state and local police
around the country -- in real, concrete ways. We need to helj
them fight.//
That's why, twelve-hundred and one days ago, on June 15,
1989 -- the same day Mikhail Gorbachev first hinted the Berlii

Wall might someday fall -- I sent a comprehensive crime bill {

ral
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Capitol Hill. I offered the hand of partnership to Congress,

asked it to help me fight crime on a national level.

Listen to this: Since I first sent that bill to the Hill

and

in

1989, here in the United States, we've had almost 60,000 murders,

‘260,000 rapes, 1,600,000 robberies and 2,600,000 assaults. By

the way, 506 of those violent crimes took place right here in
Park.

Think about that. Enough people to fill the city of St.

Fox

Louis more than ten times over... were brutalized while that bill

languished on the Hill.
I know the numbers are staggering. I know that American

sit down in front of their TVs at night... watch the news and

ask... why doesn't somebody do something about this incredible

mess? People are dying in the streets, for God's sake.
Well... twelve-hundred and one days later... Congress sti

hasn't acted on my Bill.

I think if they had a glacier on Capitol Hill, they'd name

it ®=Speedy."//

But frustrating as this crime bill has been for me... it!'
still my job as President to get results. There are good peop
on both sides of the issue, working in good faith for a

compromise... and I will not rest until this matter is settled

This very week, we're close to an agreement on a bill the

Congress could send me -- and I will sign. The compromise bil
could include, for example, a workable death-penalty provision

for horrible murders... committed by terrorists, assassins and

111
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drug lords. And it would target the shocking violence we see on
TV —- the drive-by shootings and gang turf-wars.

It could also inclﬁde4provisions recommended by Supreme
Court Justice Powell, to short-circuit an ehdless process of
appeals that make a mockery of justice.

There are other items prompting strong feelings on all
sides, but we're making a good-faith effort to reach a
compromise.

So I want you to know what's on my crime agenda. I'm not
asking for anything but common sense and reasonable justice..|.
especially for women, children and elderly victims of crinme.

I think-I can get some of these items this year -- then,
I'll come back to get more.

First, apprehend and severely punish carjackers, like the
ones I just described. I want to make carjacking a Federal
offense with harsh penalties. I want thugs who take cars at
gunpoint to stay in a cell so long that when they get out --
they're too 0ld to drive.//

Second, call deadbeat dads onto the carpet. Right now, a
single mother here in Missouri can be struggling to keep the kids
fed and clothed on her small salary... while their father's up in
Chicago, picking out a new Chevy truck with terrycloth pom-poms
and a gun rack. He could be 'way behind in child-support, but no
one can touch him because he's over state lines. Well, I think
that's a disgrace, and itfs about time the long arm of the law

reaches out over that state line... taps that deadbeat dad ow the
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shoulder... and says loud and clear -- time to pay up, buddy.
Cough up the cash or go to jail.

Third, strengthen laws dealing with sexual and domestic

violence. For starters, we need to protect the victim. 1It's bad

enough a rape victim is attacked in the first place. Then she

takes the stand and gets attacked by the rapist's lawyers. I say

that's two too many attacks.

And I want repeat sex and domestic-violence offenders behind

bars until trial. Today, even a repeat offender can get arrested

and be out on bond hours later... stalking his next victim...

beating his wife and kids for turning him in. I want him

detained until trial, and I want the prosecution to be able to
use past convictions against him. Right now, certain details
can't even be mentioned in court. So-called little details -

like the fact that everyone and their dog, within ten country

miles, knows the guy has done this before. And that's wrong.
Let him pay for what he's done.//

Fourtg, crack down on gang violence. I want gangs to be

or

treated like the criminal enterprises they are. That way, we| can

go after the leaderé,_and we can deal.harshly with them, and

can untie the hands of good cops so they can clean up decent |

neighborhoods. I also want to toughen the penalties for using

we

juveniles in crimes. Gangs right now can send under-age kids| out

to do their dirty work, because they're minors and will get off

if they're caught. I think the older gang members should be




punished harshly for treating these little kids like bullet
fodder.//

Fifth, protection for the elderly. 1It's absurd that the

folks who've contributed to this society all through their lives

have to live in terror when they're old and frail, just because

some young punks see then as an easy target. They're as low

as

the thugs who pick on children, and I want to beef up the laws
that put these thugs behind bars -- so instead of being on the

streets mugging grandmothers =-- they're mugging for the police

camera and their criminal file.//

Sixth, Habeas Corpus reform. Habeas Corpus is a fancy way

of saYing, if you're found gquilty of something, you can challenge

the decision in court. It's supposed to protect the innocent|

but it's turned into a ridiculous perversion of the law. Can you

believe that a lot of these petitions drag on for more than a

decade? Criminal lawyers use it to postpone justice. A quilty

verdict can mean seemingly endless appeals that choke our courts

and delay justice. It's about time we put a stop to this

travesty.  Let them have one Habeas Corpus petition and be done

with_it.//
Seventh, a Federal death penalty. I think certain acts

violence deserve the ultimate penalty. I'm talking about

assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and other depraved

acts. And add to that the new urban violence we see with gan?s.

Drive-by shootings, random violence, gang massacres -- these

of




people are merchants of death, who trade in death... so when [they
kill someone, let's complete the transaction.//

And eighth, firearms. This one's short and sweet. I’wﬁnt
much-tougher penalties for criminal use of firearms. Period.|//

(Brief pause.)

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going to fix
everything, I'm a firm believer in justice, but I ihink
punishmeﬁt is only part of the solution.

The other part has a more human face.

Tomorrow's criminals are still just kids today. And whille I
believe in resources for law enforcement... and in reform for| law
enforcement... I also believe that at some point early in life, a
youngster at a critical juncture can be steered to a life of
right... or a life of terrible wrong. It all depends on the'kind
of soil you plant these kids in... and how you nourish themn.

That's why I believe our weed-and-seed program is so very
crucial. Weed-and-seed means going into a rough neighborhood...
eradicating the 'weeds' of violent crime that can choke a young
life... and replacing them with 'seeds' of social opportunity and
reform.

That's what Operation Crackdown in St. Louis is all about:
The Federal Government, working with local law enforcement,
reclaiming crack houses and giving them back to the community.

And that's what ydﬁr COPS program, here in Fox Park, is all

about, too, on a local level. Real people making real changes in

your own neighborhood.




You know, just the other day, only a few blocks from here,

police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as
those officers came out of the house with those drug-dealers
handcuffed, the neighbors -- maybe some of you -- came out to

their porches and gave those police a standing ovation and a

cheer.

That's what this country's hungry for. Americans want to
take crime out of their neighborhoods... and put the neighbors

back. We've got to weed the poison growth from the soil... and

in its place, plant the seeds of hope.
I know you just want to be able to walk down to Worth's

Market, or down to Fox Park for a stroll, or over to Bartlett

Grocery Store for a newspaper or Mary's Restaurant for a cup of

coffee ((even if she is a Democrat))... and you want to do it

knowing you're safe in your own neighborhood, that you've helped

build and kept alive.

I think John Mirgaux said it best. He lives near that o

14

crack house over on Ohio. And he said he and his wife Eleano

had been thinking about selling their house and just moving away

from the drugs and all the ugly crime.

But you know... he's lived in Fox Hill his whole life.
his neighborhood.

And after the raid... he and Eleanor did some thinking.
he put it this way. He said:

"You know, I've been waiting for this to happen. Now. ..

we're going to make a stand."

10
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Congress, can you hear him?

Please join us... join John and Eleanor... and Ohio

Avenue... and Fox Park... and St. Louis... and Missouri... and

this whole United States... and make a stand against crime today.
Because the people deserve it.
Thank you... thank you all for listening... God bless Fox

Park, Missouri... and God bless the United States of America.

11
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RESPONSE:

9
M A PHILLIP D. BRADY
W g i Assistant to the President
%‘ and Statf Secretary
Ext. 2702



(Askew/Bunton)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DeSALE CATHOLIC CHURCH
FOX PARK, MISSOURI
SEPTEMBER 28, 1992
10:00 A.M.

Thank you for that kind introduction, and good morning,

"~ everybody.

It's delightful to be in St. Louis, such a friendly city.

It really warms my heart. So thank you for yout wonderful
Missouri welcome.

And I'm afraid I have to apologize to everyone who was
- counting on the usual Sunday-evening Bingo game last night. 1
hear the Secret Service spoiled your fun when they had to chec
oﬁt the building. Well, I'm sorry you missed the game, but
believe me, it was smart to stay away. You don't want to be
shouting out or making sudden moves around these guys. (("Bin
could take on a whole new meaning.))// |

I want to talk to you today about what I consider
government's most-basic and maybe its most-important function.

I know what you're thinking. You've been listening to th

other fellow... and all you can think about is taxes. Well, I

not going to talk about taxes today. But I think it's only fa

September 25, 1992
SaaL _ __ 12:00 p.m.
VeV CRIME
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to warn you that for years down in Arkansas, my opponent has been

trying to declare April 15th a religious holiday.//




Bgt what I dgo want to talk about is the fundamental duty of
our government... to protect every American citizen from violence
-- at home, on the streets, and abroad.

Now... that's nothing new. Security's one big reason
government was created in the first place.

What's new... are the‘terrible forms violence has taken
recently... beyon& anything our founding fathers could've
imagined. |

A whole generation has grown up with the threat of nuclear
terror hanging like a sword over its heéd. And it's been
horrible. Our kids had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end.

Well, it did end. And foday I can stand up here and say
something no President could ever say before.

The Cold War is over. Freedom finished gi;;;.)/

Now,‘we need to win the peace... right here at nggg and in
the streets of Fox.Park.// |

What's the poinﬁ, after all... of winning a Cold War if our
grandparents and grandchildren lock themselves behind the bars on
their windows, afraid to come out from a jail called home?

| Now, I'm not saying we haven't made progress against violent
crime. We certainly have. We've slowed it dramaticélly the past
" twelve years. Anduwe're beginning to turn the tide on the drugs
that often fuels it. ((Insert brief description of our greatest

areas of progress.))




. But the face of crime is'changing fast, and we need our 1
to react just as fast, if we're ever going to beat it.

carjacking, for a timely example -- a brand-new word for

brand-new crime. Someone figured out it's easy to steal a car

when it's already running, with the keys in the ignition. Of

course, that means the owner's behind the wheel. So they use

' gun.

It makes me sick to think about it... but'juét a few weeks

ago, in a middle-class suburb of Washington. D.C., a Federal

employee -- she worked at (?) =-- was sitting in her car at a red

aws.

a

a

light at (time of day). Two men stuck a gun in her face, pushed

her out, and took off.

But she hung on to the car. And you know why? Because her

baby was in the back seat.

She was dragged for mi;es.' The thieves tried to knock her

off by banging into a guard rail. And finaily, they did. she

. fell off. Dead.

" And you know what they did with her ((x-month-old)) baby?

At forty miles an hour -- they threw her out the window like so

much traéh. Never even slowed down.
The miracle is, that baby survived.
And you know what? America's going to survive, too. We

- don't have to put up with this kind of depravity.//

These people have no place in a decent society. And as far

.as this President's concérned, they can gg to jail... they can

stay in jail... and they can stew in jail.//




But how do we do it? How do we respond to these horrible
new forms>of crime? |

wéll, we've had a comprehensive crime strategy in place for
some time now... and it's effective. But criminals are working
overtime. So it's time to dramatically step up our efforts and
stare down the realities of criﬁe in 1992.

And so today I'm challenging Congress to action.

Twelve-hundred and fifteen days ago, on June 15, 1989, back
when ((notable occurrence on or around that day)), I sent a
comprehensive Crime Bill to Congress.

It never came back.

I've followed up with new versions... tried to work
something out with Congress... and still -- nothing.

You know, since I first sent that bill to thg Hill in 1989,
there have been ((X number of rapes, X number of mufders, X
number of asséults and X number of robberies)) in the United
States. (X number) of those violent crimes took place right here
in Fox Park.

I know the numbers are staggering. I know that Americans
sit doﬁn in front of their TVs at night... watch the news and
say... why doesn't somebody do sbmefhing about this incredible
mess? People are dying in the streets, for God's sake.

Well... you've heard me talk about the gridlock Congress.
It's a truly amazing phenomenon. If they had an iceberg 6ver

there, they'd nickname it "Speedy."




And libefals in Congress like to say that Georgé Bush won't
bend on this, won't bend on that. And I admit that I do stick to
ny principies. | _

But it's still my job as President to get results.

So today I'm going to say something you don't hear very
often from Washiﬁgton. I'm going to bend\a little, for the good
of the country. | | _

COnéreés wants the Brady Bill. I don't. It calls for a
waiting period when someone wants to buy a gun... and I don't|
think that kind of stuff slows a criminal down one bit.

But I do know that some people in Congress genuinely believe

(a8

the Brady Bill could save some innocent lives. And they won'

support my Crime Bill unless I ;upport their Brady Bill.
So today, I'm prepared to break that logjam.'

~ Congress, I_sentbdver to you this morning eigﬁi points of

action I want included my Crime Bill. Some of them you've seen

before, and some of them are new. But I want to make sure they

all get intolfhe Bill. |

You agree to all of them... you pass the comprehensive Bill

within the next thirty days... you add the Brady Bill on to the

end... ' |

And Il;l sign the whole package into law -- including Brady.

Fair enough? Thirty days doesn't seem too short a notice,

in view of those twé1§e-huhdred-and-fifteen that've gone by

already. I'll give you the Brady Bill wrapped with a ribbon.
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" forgotten how to drive.//

Now, folks, in case you're wondering about those eight

points I sent over to Congress this norning.;. let me assure you

I'm not asking>for anything but common sense and reasonable
justice. I want to offer Federal money and support to help
States do the following things:

One, apprehend and severely punish carjdckers, like the ones

I just described. I want to make carjacking a Federal offense

with harsh penalties. I want thugs who take cars at gunpoint to

stay in a cell so long that when they'get out -- they've

((Twe, call deadbeat dads onto the carpét. Right now, a

single mother here in Missouri can be struggling to keep the klids

. fed and clothed on her small sélary... while their father's over

in East St. Louis, picking out a new Chevy truck wiph terrycloth

pom-poms and a gun rack. He could be six months behind in child-

\

support, but no one can touch him because he's over state lines.

Well, I think that's a disgracé, and it's about time the long arm

of.the law reaches out over thét state line... taps that deadbeat

dad on the shoulder... énd says loud and clear -- time to pay
buddy. Cough up the cash or go to jail.)) [Do we wanf to hol
this section until Wednesday?]

Three, strengthen laws dealing with sexual and domestic
violence. To start with, we‘néed to protect the victim's
privacy. 1It's cruel to put her in the spotlight. And I want
repeat sex and domestic-violence offenders behind bars until

trial. Today, even a repeat offender can get arrested and be

6
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.treating these little kids like personal slaves.//

" folks who've contributed to this society all through their livLs

- saying, if you're found guilty of something, you can appeal the

on bond hours iater.,. stalking his next victim... or beating his
wife and kids for turning him in. I want him detained until
trial, and I want the prosecution to be able to use past
convictions against him. Right now, little details -- like the
fact he's a three-time loser -- can't even be mentioned in court.-
And that's wrong. Let him pay for what he's done.//

Four, crack down on gang violence. I want gangs to be
reclassified under the law as criminal enterprises, just like lany
other ofganized crime. That way, we can go after tﬁe leaders,

and we can deal harshly with them, and we can untie the hands |of

good cops so they can clean up decent neighborhoods. I also went
to toughen the penalties for using juveniles in crimes. Gangs
right noﬁ can send underage kids-out to do their dirty work,

because they're minors and they'll get off if they're caught. | I

think the older gang members should be punished harshly for

Five, protection for the elderly. It's absurd that the

have to live in terror when they're old and frail, just because
some young puﬁks-see them as an easy target. They're as low a
the thugs who pick on children, and I want to beef up the laws‘
that put them behind bars so they're not on the streets mugging
grandmothers.// '

Six, Habeas Corpus reform. Habeas Corpus is a fandy way of

decision to a higher court. It's supposed to protect the




innocent, but it's turned into a ridiculoﬁs perversion of the

law. Criminal lawyers use it to postpone justice. A guilty

verdict means an automatic appeal. It goes on and on, sometime

up to ((ten??)) appeals... keeping criminals on the streets and

éhoking our courts. It's about time we put a stop to this

travesty of justice. Let them appeal once and be done with it.
Seven, a Federal death penalty. I think certain acts of

violence deserve the ultimate penalty. I'm talking about

' assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and other depraved

acts. They're an oﬁtrage; and should be treated as such.

And eight, firearms. I want tougher penalties for any crime

committed with a gun. Period.//

(Brief pause.)

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going to fix'
everything. - I'm a firm believer in justice, but I fhink
punishment is only part of the solution.

The ot@er part has a more human face.

Tomorréw's criminals are still just kidé'today; And while
believe in ;Eggg;ggg for law enforcement... and in reform for 1
enforcement... I also believe that at some point early in life,
youngster at a critical juncture can be steered to a life of ‘

right... or a.life of terrible wrong. It all depends on the ki

of soil you plant these kids in... and how you nourish them.

That's why I believe our weed-and-seed program is so very

crucial. Weed-and-seed means going into a rough neighborhood..

eradicating the 'weeds' of violent crime that can choke a young|

8
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life... and replacing them with 'seeds' of social opportunity and
reform. |

| That's what Operation Crackdown is all about. Taking a
crack house and giving it back to the community.

You know, just the other day, only alfew blocks from-here,
police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as
those officers came out of the old ((bfownstone?)) with those
drug-dealers handcuffed, the neighbors --:maybe some of you --|
came out onto their porches and gave those police a standing

ovation and a cheer.

That's what this coﬁntry's hﬁngry for. Americans want to
take the hoods out of neighborhoods... and give 'em back to th
nei s. We've got to weed the poison growﬁh from the soil.|.
and in its place, plant the seeds of hope. |

I know you want to just be able to walk down to Whaley's
Five and Dime, or Mr. Grady's dry-cleaners, down to Fox Park for
a étfoll, or over to Peaches aﬁd Rufus' for a newspaper and a Tup
of coffee... and you want tb do it knowing you're safe in your
own neighborhood, that you've helped build and kept alive.

T think John Mirgaux said it best. He lives next to that
old crack house over on Ohio. And he said he and his wife
Eleanor had been thinking about selling their house and just

moving away from the drugs and all the ugly crime.

But you know... he's lived in Fox Hill his whole life. It's

his neighborhood.




And after.the‘raid.,..he and Eleanor did some thinking. And
he put it this way. He said: |

myou know, I've been waiting for this to happen. Now...
we're going to make a stand.”

Congress -- do you hear me? It's time to make a stand.

Not next year. Not next month. Now.

Please join me... join John and Eleanor... and Ohio
Avenue... and Fox Park... and St. Louis... and Missouri... and
this whole United States... and make a stand against crime today.

Thank you... thank you all for listening... God bless Fox

Park, Missouri... and de bless the United States of America.
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Mel Lukens
Dave Anderson

Richard McClurddred=

September 25, 1992

Foux—Pak- Evart- Prugraim
September 28,1992

Here is our proposal for the program at the St. Francis Desales
Parish Hail in the Fox Park neighborhood in St. Louis: :

Upon the arrival of the President, he is greeted in the

holding room by a small group of law enforcement, neighborhood,
and community leaders. The purpose of this greeting is to have the

U.S. District
Board, David

torney, Steve Higgins, and the President of the Police

¢ introduce the President to individuals active in

crime prevention and law enforcement programs funded by the
federal government. This also allows the Presideni tu ieler (o these
programs and individuals related to them in his speech, Present

would be:

Steven B. Higgins, U.S. Atiorney, Eastern District

David Robbins, President of the St. Louis Police Board

Clarence Harmon, St. Louis Police Chief

Rev. Bill Charlton, Director of North Side Team Ministries

Lt. Tom Malecek, Juvenile Commander, St. Louis Police

Delores Atkins, teacher, Sumner High School teacher and
parent, active in school drug and crime prevention
programs.

T,héég individuals highlight important crime programs

funded with federal resources:

Operation Crack Down--this program is designed to

deed back to the community seized drug houses. This is a new
program, recently approved by the Justice Department. The U. S.
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Attorney has seized 15 houses, and just deeded the first house 1o
North Side Tearn ministries to be used for single family low income
housing. (A news clipping is attached.)  Rev. Charlton and U. S.
Attorney Higgins are farniliar with this program.

School Assistance Program--This program uses funds
from the federal Narcotics Control Assistance Program to provide
police officers in and around St. Louis schools in higher crime areas.
Officers have been placed in or within 1000 ft. of four high schools,
five middle schools and one elementary school. (Press release
attached). Lt. Malecek, Chief Harmon, and Delores Atkins are
familiar with this program,.

Gun Free School Zone Program--In cooperation with
the DEA and the public schools the program uses a new federal law
to obtain firearms convictions for offenses committed at schools. The
U.S. Attorney recently cobtained the first conviction with a six year,
no parole sentence. Alse, Operation Triggerlock, a Department of
Justice Program which uses the federal armed career criminal laws to

put away the most violent street criminals has _met _ with local

success.  Steve Higgins and Lt. Malecek are familiar with these
programs.

Community Oriented Policing (COPS)--This program
provides a regular presence of the same assigned officers in specific
neighborhoods and around schools. It is a philosophy of police work
that permeates the entire police force. It gets officers out of their
cars for about half of the time, and allows them to become familiar
with a particular neighborhood and its problems. Chief Harmon and
Nave Rahhing are familiar with this program

. The program for the crowd event in the parish hall could
begin 5 to 10 minutes before the President arrives and continue as
the President is greeting the law enforcement and community
leaders. |

" Introductions to be made by David
Robbins, President of thePolice Board:

Parish Priesi, Fuihier Rich Buckiofi-- —o--om oo

Richard Swateck, Circuit Attorney (for
brief remarks)
Steve Higgins, U. 8. Attorney, (for brief

n
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remarks)
Rill Webster, attorney general, (for brief
remarks)

(Note: after the President arrives, Robbins
leaves stage after introducing Sen. Danforth)

Senator Jack Danforth, (for brief remarks,
introduces Gov. Ashcrofi)

Governor John Ashcroft,(for brief remarks,
introduces Chief Harmon)

Chief Harmon introduces the President

. We will work with you on those that are on the stage

when the President is speaking. Please let us know your reaction to
this proposal so we can make contact with the participants.

cc: Gary Foster
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BRIEFING FOR PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH
FOR SEPTEMBER 29, 1992 TRIP TO ST. LOUIS

A BACKGROUNDER ON CIVIC LEADEPS AND FRNDERAT, TAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN OPERATION CRACKDOWN

REV. BILL CHARLTON, Director cof Nerth Side Team Ministriss (314--
534~-5656)

Age: 55

Native: born in Conrad, Montana.

Procfessional hackground: An ordained Presbyterian minister,
Charlton has been Executive Director cof since 15%0. He is also
Executive Directer of the Water Tower Community Center, which is a
neighbernood based recreation center. His overriding obiective: get
to kids befora troubla gats to them. He initially got invelved in
order to provide recreation and contact with street kids. Within
the last two ysars, the gangs have infiltrated the area, He-found
eome of the Xids at the rec center were falling out and into gangs.
His programs are targeted at kXeeping them out of the gangs. He also
has a program started working with the kids already gang members.

As head of NSTM, he is in charges of the property cn Pleasant
Avenue. He reported this merning that thay plan to move a homaless
family (mother with five children; inte the house as soon as they
can make it habitable. Tha woman’s previcus home was condemned.
According to Rev. Charlton, she is hard working at a minimum wage
jeb, is very bright and very determined to care for her family.

EDUCATION: Mastars in Publie 2dniniarration, Scutharn Illincis
Universeity, Edwardsville; Masters in Theology, San Francisce
Theclogy Centaer; UCLA.

PERSONAL DETAIL: Married, father to seven children.

NORTH B8IDZ TEAM MINISTRY:

Firast established in 1264 to provide religious sducation to
the residents of Pruitt-Igoe, a low=-incons housing developnent. The
group == a collaborative effort of feour Christian denominations,
quickly realized more than spiritual enrichment was needed hare,
They startsd collecting and distributing food, clething and
household goods €¢ the needy Pruitt-Igos residents. After the
development was shut down (actually, blown up), many people served
by NSTM wars forced to ralocate to North St. Louis. NSTM followed
them and set up a store~front office on East Grand. Now ameng other
functions, NSTM rehadbs apar:iments and provides single familf homes;
it manages Sectign 8 housing; it helps in community organizatien,
leadership and consultation zs well a8s offer parent suppoert groups,
family nutrition and budgsting classes, employment resourcing,
enmergency transportation and a variety of ?roqrams for children.

Currvently has a ztaff of 14 -= seven in tho-affice, cavan at .
tha rec. center. Funding half from the Fonsanto Fund and Pillsbury
Foundation and the other half from private citizens and the
community.



3 | Neighbors
Reclaim
i Drug Den

z Seized Crack Flouse - PECA
Will Go'To Needy Honuses |
By Margarst Gillerman | -
m!urm«nhpmhm Fress pags oRs 3
Lot year, 4247 Avenne -
“cyochk bouse™ » drug teat- the fivst to ummane{gﬁwm
g:mmmmm men;:rrn:; The progrwm 18 @ jolnk effort of federnd !ld 7ocnl e .
nelghbors whose youny childien enforcerend, the oliy and neighborhood greeps.

pluyed on 6 nearby emply iot in the
shadow GF e cliy's old Water Tower.

(‘——/ (" On Saturday, the dilapidated howse

with-bors on S windows #as retorsed
to the comumunily. The keys wers
hasded aver 0 n chorch groap, the
North Side Team Minislry, shick
phxns to rehabliitale the tidiag sad
turm Bt over W a family ceeding a
UL Altaracy Stephea B $iggies,
whoe was ixstrwmenisl in Cperation
Crackdown, (he progiam fhet tursed
the hewse arouad, suld Satecday (dmt
be boped e progross cosid becoine 8
madel for the nailoa.

_ “Dpe singie boane whese drogs cas
e bought can witimately desirey an
entive nelghborbood,” Higgins sald et
a ceremony af the bouse, “If we denl
act, peopie looking for drags will con-
tinue 10 stream inic ... seighbor-
hoods. The communities. reed belp,
anliwc lnlendln do everything we
can.”

mmmm e "
federal forfelture twws Thnd give: them
tive 7ight to cenfiscale Seused whire
drugs ave sold or slored, Higpion seld.
Ever sloce Oprdniion Creckdown ba-
fEe b year ego, fhree houses (f SU
Londs Coundy and 12 In S8 Louls have
been pedied in drnp talds Sompid. -

mm: Pleasosd Averue was

L e e wa . a L

) Larry Williams P ost-Dispateh
B Chaiton (loft) amcet BMavis Tessa Thompson
of Norih Side Team Miniatry at the former
oreck house at 4247 Pleasam Avenue that thelr
cegeanization »if! be rehablfating.

“AlThe 1€ 137 oF (his 16 musking natghborhoods safe," i
Mayor Virceat C. Schozimehd Ir, who aiso altended the

. cereniony. “Yon caa't have a vishie neighborhood whm ‘

yoit have adirtig house opesdy operating. . . i
“Yhe best weapon the cily has against b drog dufer lsa
coremilied neighborhood,” Schoemehl seld, “Ding deales
hate nelghthorheods that cary about wini's happeniag next
doer and down the block. They hate ne‘hbm why waul to

mabe thelr Cwn siveets safer.”

Some nelghbors and their children gathered aromnd 18
watch the procesdings, while others played down (he bivek
in ihe Seitrcay susshine. - -

Syhli Camulie, 29, kad her B-meidh-old son in tow, Cals
adn, whe kos seven chitdresn, seld she welcomed any sffort
o vid ibe ntdghberhoods of drugs.

“Thexe &ummmummm%hm ;
what's golsg to happen,” she sald. “1 iy to keep my eyeon
ali” of the children. -

John Wabster, 37, n ndighbor and father of tw, mperted
Bart Simpesn Tshist thai sedd “CRACK XXLLS, BLACK
POWER" -

mmrmm-mummumm
and a neighRorhosd residest, sabd orack houses such ot
dne on Plessant Greed fear and violtnice and provida
terrible rde models for chifldres,

*NelghBochoods are saying we're St golng to take It sy
more,” she 2ald “You want your place safe. Vod don't wemt
to feel ke gou're Vving behind bars and anmor. You dos't
went to be sdrald 1o go oul of your kinie

(.S, Marshal Willie Gresssn sld The progrem gi
peopie in seighboshoods “the opporiuniy f¢ posress
drugs one neighberbood ot @ e’ P S

- v_..,ﬂ:'#wmpﬂ“ o L i
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COMMENTARY

A Powerful Weapon Against Drug Suspeéts

Residents Near Crack Houwses Support Seizu-¢ Of Assets By Aushorities

. D,Skyba..n.ﬂ!..l-h i
' a Dt 12 of 1ast year, U8, marsbais asd drog seforce
mant agealt barved neingre pepery prepoed be e US,
ataroey's offics ou peven dope bouses (o &L Louis Part

" of Operatias mm-‘m designed to mve neigh-
g

ferhonds from the soourgs AraleTs e Mhome ssPES
brougat the tke! 1o 0ns dopen crack D¢ Arvg housses shut down
and ties awey o the pes tiree montds, )
Even thaugh (t'was sarly merning o8 a dull. riny Decamber
dey. uaigbbory on ooy sireet weatl outside to apmisud as sotice
2ifice™ e Mederal aaents did th .

gh
:
E
.
E

oasery,
Churchay Uabed fur Commanity
Astive, wvia s

begs. narcotics dalactives,

ups  de wel 4 55w 9u daals
sad FBI agenati

These are st pecple wio ars “hooked of L1e drug was,” bt

whe &y horrified by dreer — vy sod Emnla .Andmﬂm

tv see thelr nelghborsoods Teey weld ilke (o Xoow
that Qe invernent @ey Mmade 0 heir douw i e Sty Tas 2
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vernor John Asheroft
News Release

Exenutiva Qffice. Jaffarsen Citv. MO 68102

For Immediate Release - ’ Contact: Bob Ferguson
January 2, 1992 : 314/751-3222

ASHCROFT BACKS ST, LOUIS
CRIME FREVENTION PROJECT

(St. Louis) ~ Gov. John Ashcroft today announced a pilot project to reduce crime in St. Louis
neighborhoods and schools, s | :

The governor said violent crime in St. Louis City has incressed dramatically, with the 1991 murder
Tate up 47.3 percent over 1990 and robbery up 11.6 percent. He said the two-pronged project mvolving
ConmmimnliysOrienied Policing (COPS) and a School Assigrance Frogram csn help remrn snréty and civility to
the city’s neighborhoods, . |

“1 believe the regular presence of the same assigned officers in specific neighborhodds and around our
-schools can instill the kind of comfnunity spirit and neighborly resolve that we need 1o renew,” Asheroft said.
“Community Osionted Pelising ig an impsmant srsomom slrandy suppsmted by the O1, Lenis Dalies Doard and
its department leadership. '

“The COPS program enables the police department to assign specified officers 1o walk a particular
neighborhood or ‘beat,’ This concept from the past is regaining tremendous respect among eriminal justice
professionals scross the country. The COPS program already has pravan to he effective here in St. Lonis in
fostering a sense of community and partnership batween the officer end the residents of a 'particular ares,” the
govemnor said,

Asheroft sald the School Assistance Program places uniformed peace officers in the city's 14 high'
schools, 27 middle schools and 10 of the elementery schools that are located in high-crime areas, as well as in
“safety zones” sparning 1000 feet in every direction from the specified schools, The officers will serve as a
stabilizing force inside the school buildings at the beginning and end of each schoo! day, he said.

“Under optimum conditions, we cbviously wouldn't have police officers in our schools,” Asheroft said,
“But we will do what we must 10 provide a safe environment for our students where real learning and
achievement can ogeur,” e

Ashcroft made his announcement at.-Roosevelt High School, where 324 crimes occurred last year
within the 1000-foot safety zone, He said during a six-month period in 1988 and 1989, more than 400,000
students nationally were victims of viclent crimes 2t school, according 10 the Buseau of Justice Statistics.

“Qur Sixth National Education Goa! states that by the year 2000 every schoo! in America will be free
of drugs and violence and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning,” Ashcroft said.

~mngre~
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Attsinment of the zixth goal sssentially is a prerequisita to achieving the other five education goals. Students,
parents and all taxpayers must be free from the fear of crime and drugé on our streets and in our schools.”

Asheroft said the project will cost $700,000 2 year and will be funded through the federal Narcotics
Control Assistence Frogram adminisiersd by the Missouri Depariment of Public Safety. These funds are in
addition to the nearly $5 million made available for local drug enforcement and prevention programs, he said,
Federal regulations limit pilot projects to four vears. h

“Allocating these funds to St. Louis still will allow us to strengthen state support for anti-drug
intiatives in other parts of the state,” Asheroft said.

The governor said the U5, Justice Department already is funding “Weed and Seed,” a pilot projest in
Kanses City. Under that program, law enforcement officers “weed out” erime problems in high-crime areas
and establish community partnerships 10 “sesd” the affected neighborhoods with services and activities to
prevent crime problems from recurring.

“It must be made clear that neither the COPS program nor the School Assistance Program fepresent a
penacea to the muititude of challenges facing our Inner-city neighborhoods,” Ashcroft said. “But the presence
of familiar officers shouid give residents assurance and confidence that they are not alone in their fight against
violent crime,”

St. Louig Folice Chief Clarence Karmon and Polica Board Chairman David Robmns jninen Asharnfr
at the news conference.

“This Is an example of the strong commiimen: Governor Ashcroft has shown e both quality education
and a safe learning environment,” Harmon said. “We are likewise committed to providing the resources
necessary to meke the program a suceess,”

In addition, Ashcroft announced an initiative to further protect students by amending the existing
weapons law to extend present xﬁstﬁctions on weapons in schools 10 the school greunds and to any school bus.
Curent law makes it & misdemeancr to bring any firearm or other lethal weapon into school buildings, with
appropriate exceptions. Current law, however, doss not extend to school grounds or school buses,

“The unfortunate reality is that sometimes. students and, frequently, non.students bring lethal weapons
into the school environment,” Askeroft said. “In a 1990 National Center for Educational Statistics survey of
25,000 eighth-graders from 1,000 public and private schools, 21 percent of the students szid they had witnessed
weapons -at school,” ' '

Under Ashcroft's proposal, appropriate exceptions would continue to apply, including weapons carried
by law enforcement and other specifically designatsd individuals whose positions legitimately involve the
possession of weapons.

“Lethal weapons have no-place in the school environment.” Asheroft said. “Estending the restriction
on lethal weapons to school grounds and school buses will be one more step toward ensuring that our schools
can accomplish what we as citizens have a right to expect -- the education of our children.”
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'PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DeSALE CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Thank you for that kind introduction, and good morning,
everybody.

It's delightful to be in St. Louis, such a friendly city.
It really warms my heart. So thank you for your wonderful
Missouri welcome.

And I'm afraid I have to apologize to everyéne'whoﬂwas
counting on the usual Sunday-evening Bingo game last night. I
hear the Secret Service spoiled your fun when they had to check
out the building. Wéll, I'm sorry you missed the game, but
believe me, it was smart to stay away. You don't want to be
jumping up suddenly and yelling "Bingo"™ around these guys.//

I want to talk to you today about what I consider
government's most-basic and maybe its most-important function.

I know what you're thinking.' You've been listening to that
other fellow... and all you can think about is taxes. Well, I'm
not going to talk about taxes today. But I think it's only fair
to warn you that for years down in Arkansas, my opponent has been

trying to declare April 15th a religious holiday.//




But what I do want to talk about is the fundamental duty of
our government... to protect every American citizen from violence
-- at home, on the streets, and abroad.

Now... that's nothing new. Security's one big reason
government was created in the first place.

What's new... are the terrible forms violence has taken
recently... beyond anything our founding fathers could've
imagined.

A whole generation has grown up with the threat of nuclear
terror hanging like a sword over its head. And it's been
horrible. Our kids had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end.

Well, it did end. And today I can stand up here and say
something no President could ever say before.

The Cold War is over. Freedom finished first.//

Now, we need to win the peace... right here at home and in
the streets of Fox Park.//

What's the point, after all... of winning a Cold War if our
grandparents and grandchildren lock themselves behind the bars on
their windows, afraid to come out from a jail called home?

Now, I'm not saying we haven't made progress against violent
crime. We certainly have. We've slowed it dramatically the past
twelve years. And we're beginning to turn the tide on the drugs

that often fuelg it. ((Insert brief description of our greatest

areas of pr ess.))



But the face of crime is changing fast, and we need our 1

to react just as fast, if we're ever going to beat it.

Carjacking, for a timely example -- a brand-new word for a

brand-new crime. Someone figured out it's easy to steal a car
when it's already running, with the keys in the ignition. Of
course, that means the owner's behind the wheel. So they use

gun.

It makes me sick to think about it... but just a few weeks

ago, in a middle-class suburb of Washington. D.C., a Federal

aAWS

employee -- she worked at (?) -- was sitting in her car at a red

light at (time of day). Two men stuck a’gun in her face, push
her out, and took off.
But she hung on to the car. And you know why? Because h

baby was in the back seat.

She was dragged for miles. The thieves tried to knock her

off by banging into a guard rail. And finally, they did. She
fell off. Dead. ‘

And you know what they did with her ((X-month-old)) baby?

At forty miles an hour -- they threw her out the window like so

much trash. Never even slowed down.
The miracle is, that baby survived.
And you know what? America's going to survive, too. We

don't have to put up with this kind of depravity.//

ed

er

These people have no place in a decent society. And as far

as this President's concerned, they can go to jail... they car

[=4

stay in jail... and they can stew in jail.//
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But how do we do it? How do we respond to these horrible
new forms of crime?

Well, we've had a comprehensive crime strategy in place f

some time now... and it's effective. But criminals are working

overtime. So it's time to dramatically step up our efforts and

stare down the realities of crime in 1992.

And so today I'm challenging Congress to action.

Twelve-hundred and fifteen days ago, on June 15, 1989, ba
when (fnotable occurrence on or around that day)), I sent a
comprehensive Crime Bill to Congress.

It never came back.

I've followed up with new versions... tried to work
something out with Congress... énd'still'-- nothing.

You know, since I first sent that bill to the Hill in 198
there have been ((X number of rapes, X number of murders, X
number of assaults and X number of robberies)) in the United
States. (X number) of those violent crimes took place right h
in Fox Park.

I know the numbers are staggering. I know that Americans
sit down in front of their TVs at night... watch the news and
say... why doesn't somebody do something about this incredible
mess? People are dying in the streets, for God's sake.

Well... you've heard me talk about the gridlock Congress,
It's a truly amazing phenomenon. If they had an iceberg over

there, they'd nickname it "Speedy."

or

ck
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And liberals in Congress like to say that George Bush won't
bend on this, won't bend on that. And I admit that I do stick to
my principles.

But it's still my job as President to get results.

So today I'm going to say something you don't hear very
often from Washington. I'm going to bend a little, for the good
of the country.

Congress wants the Brady Bill. I don't. It calls for a
waiting period when someone wants to buy a gun... and I don't
think that kind of stuff slows a criminal down one bit.

But I do know that some people in Congress genuinely believe
the Brady Bill could save some innocent lives. And they won't
support my Crime Bill unless I support their Brady Bill.

So today, I'm prepared to break that logjam.

Congress, I sent over to you this morning eight points of
action I want included\m} Crime Bill. Some of them you've seen

4
before, and some of them are new. But I want to make sure they

all get into the Bill.

You agree to all of them... you pass the comprehensive Bill
_within—the next—thirty-days... you add the Brady Bill on to the

end...
And I'll sign the whole package into law -- including Brady.

Fair enough? Thirty days doesn't seem too short a notice,

in view of those twelve-hundred-and-fifteen that've gone by

already. 1I'll give you the Brady Bill wrapped with a ribbon.



Now, folks, in case ypu're wondering about those eight
points I sent over to Congress this morning... let me assure y
I'm not asking for anything but cémmon sense and reasonable
justice. I want to offer Federal money and support to heip

Y States do the following things:
\

o) _
ég with harsh penalties. I want thugs who take cars at gunpoint
:2 stay in a cell so long that when they get out -- they've

forgotten how to drive.//

<§ N One, apprehend and severely punish carjackers, like the ones
N

4 I just described. I want to make carjacking a Federal offense

ou

to

1L ((Two, call deadbeat dads onto the carpet. Right now, a
;gr Qi single mother here in Missouri can be struggling to keep the kids
<>;§ s fed and clothed on her small salary... while their father's over

Well, I think that's a disgrace, and it's about time the long

( Deen f—%_ Dend

/'\
.gdad on the shoulder... and says loud and clear -- time to pay
<

:S‘ in East St. Louis, picking out a new Chevy truck with terrycloth

pom—poms and a gun rack. He could be six months behind'in child-

support, but no one can touch him because he's over state lines.

arm

of the law reaches out over that state line... taps that deadbeat

up,

buddy. Cough up the cash or go to jail.)) [Do we want to hold

this section until Wednesday?]

Three, strengthen laws dealing with sexual and domestic
violence. To start with, we need to protect the victim's
privacy. 1It's cruel t§ put her in the spotlight. And I want
repeat sex and domestic-violence offenders behind bars until

trial. Today, even a repeat offender can get arrested and be

out

/7"'/10/ VA
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on bond hours later... stalking his next victim... or beating
wife and kids for turning him in. I want him detained until

trial, and I want the prosecution to be able to use past

convictions against him. Right now, little details -- like the

fact he's a three-time loser -- can't even be mentioned in cou
| And that's wrong. Let-him pay for what he's done.//

Four, crack down on gang violence. I want gangs to Be
feclassified under the law as criminal enterprises, just'like
other organized crime. That way, we can go after the leaders,

and we can deal harshly with them, and we can untie the hands

his

rt.

any

of

good cops so they can clean up decent neighborhoods. I also want

to toughen the penalties for using juveniles in crimes. Gangs
right now can send underage kids out to do their dirty work,
because they're minors and they'll get off if.they're cauéht.
think the older gang members should be punished harshly for
treating these little kids like personal slaves.// ‘

Five, protection for the elderly. 1It's absurd that the

folks who've contributed to this society all through their lives
have to live in terror when they're old and frail, just because

some young punks see them as an easy target. They're as low as

the thugs who pick on children, and I want to beef up the laws

that put them behind bars so[they're not on the streets mugging

grandmothers.//

Six, Habeas Corpus reform. Habeas Corpus is a fancy way of

saying, if you're found guilty of something, you can‘appéal the

decision to a higher court. It's‘sﬁpposed to protect the




innocenﬁ,'but it's turned into a ridiculous perversion of the

law. Criminal lawyers use. it to postpone justice. A guilty

verdict means an automatic appeal. It goes on and on, sometimes

up to ((ten??)) appeals... keeping criminals on the streets and

choking our courts. It's about time we put a stop to this

travesty of justice. Let then appealnonce and be done with it.//

Seven, a Federal death penalty. I think certain acts of
violence deserve the ultimate penalty. I'h talking about
assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and other depraved

' acts. They're an outrage, and should be treated as such.

And ei ht, firearms. I want tougher penalties for any crime

committed with a gun. pPeriod.//

(Brief pause.)

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going fo fix
everything. I'm a firm believer in justice, but I think
punishm;nt is only part of the solution.

| The other part has a more human face.
Tomorrow's criminals are still just kids today. And whi

believe in resources for law enforcement... and in reform for

le I

law

enforcement... I also believe that at some poinﬁ early in life, a

youngster at a critical juncture can be steered to a life of

right... or a life of terrible wrong. It all depends on the kind

of soil you plant these kids in... and how you nourish them.

That's why I believe our weed-and-seed program is so very

crucial. Weed-and-seed means going into a rough neighborhood

eradicating the 'weeds' of violent crime that can choke a young




life... and replacing them with 'seeds' of social opportunity
reform. .

That's what Operation Crackdown is all about. Taking a
crack house and giving it back to the community.

You know, just the other day, only a few blocks from here
police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as

those officers came out of the old ((brownstone?)) with those

drug-dealers handcuffed, the neighbors -- maybe some of you -
came out onto their porches and gave those police a standing

ovation and a cheer.

That's what this country's hungry for. Americans want to

and

’

take the hoods out of neighborhoods... and give 'em back to the

neighbors. We've got to weed the poison growth from the soil.
and in.its place, plant the seeds  of hope.

I know you want to just be able to walk down.to Whaley's
Five and Dime, or Mr. Grady's dry-cleaners, down to Fox Park f
a stfoll, or over to Peaches and Rufus' for a newspaper and a
of coffee... and you want to do it knowing you're safe in your
own neighborhood, that you've helped build and kept alive.

I think Joﬁn Mirgaux said it best. He lives next to that
old crack house over on Ohio. And he said he and his wife
Eleanor had been thinking about selling their house and just
moving away from the drugs and all the ugly crime.

But you know... he's lived in Foi Hill his whole life. [I

his neighborhood.

or
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And after the raid... he and Eleanor did some thinking.
he put it this way. He said:

"You know, I've been waiting for this to happen. ﬁow...
we're going to make a stand."

Congress -- do you hear me? 1It's time to make a stand.

Not next year. Not next month. Now.

Please join me... join John and Eleanor... and Ohio

Avenue... and Fox Park... and St. Louis... and Missouri... and

And

thié whole United States... and make a stand against crime today.

Thank you... thank you all for listening... God bless Fox

Park, Missouri... and God bless the United States of America.

10
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It's delightful to be in St. Louis, such a friendly city
It really warms my heart. So thank you for your wonderful
Missouri welcome.

And I'm afraid I have to apologize to everyone who was

counting on the usual Sunday-evening Bingo game‘last night.

hear the Secret Service spoiled your fun when they had to check

out the building. Well, I'm sorry you missed the game, but

believe me, it was smart to stay away. You don't want to be

jumping up suddenly and yelling-FBingo“ around these guys.//
I want to talk to you today about what I consider

government's most-basic and maybe its most-important function

I know what you're thinking. You've been listening to that

other fellow... and all you can think about is taxes. Well,

I'm

air

to warn you that for years down in Arkansas, my opponent has been

trying to declare April 15th a religious holiday.//




But what I do want to talk about is the fundamental duty

of

our government... to protect every American citizen from violence

-- at home, on the streets, and abroad;

Now... that's nothing new. Security's one big reason
governﬁent was created in the first place.

What's new... are the terrible forms violence has taken
recently... beyond anything our founding fathers could've
imagined.

A whole generation has giown up with the threat of nucle:
terror hanging like a sword over its head. And it's been
horrible. Our kids had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end. '

Well, it did end. And today I can stand up here and éay

something no President could ever say before.

The Cold War is over. Freedom finished first.//

ar

Now, we need to win the peace... right here at home and in

the streets of Fox Park.//

What's the point, after all... of winning a Cold War if our

grandparents and grandchildren lock themselves behind the bars on

their windows, afraid to come out from a jail called home?

Now, I'm not'saying we haven't made progress against violent

crime. We certainly have. We've slowed it dramatically the |past

twelve years. And we're'beginning to turn the tide on the drugs

that often fuels it. ((Insert brief description of our greatest

areas of progress.))




But the face of crime is changing fast, and we need our laws
to react just as fast, if we're ever going to beat it.
Carjacking, for a timely example -- a brand-new word for a

brand-new crime. Someone figured out it's easy to steal a car

when it's already running, with the keys in the ignition. Of

course, that means the owner's behind the wheel. So they use |a

gun.

It makes me sick to think about it... but just a few weeks

ago, in a middle-class suburb of Washington. D.C., a Federal

employee -- she worked at (?) -~ was sitting in her car at a

red

light at (time of day). Two men stuck a gun in her face, pushed

-her out, and took off.
But she hung on to the car. And you know why? Because
baby was in the back seat.

her

She was dragged for miles. The thieves tried to knock her

off by banging into a guard rail. And finally, they did. She

fell off. Dead.

And you know what they did with her ((X-month-old)) babyp?

At forty miles an hour -- they threw her out the window like
nuch trash. Never even slowed down.

The miracle is, that baby survived.

And you know what? BAmerica's going to survive, too. We

don't have to put up with this kind of depravity.//

These people have no place in a decent society. And as

as this President's concerned, they can go to jail... they can

stay in jail... and they can stew in jail.//
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But how do we do it? How do we respond to these horrible
‘new forms ofAcrime?

Well, we've had a comprehensive crime strategy in place for
some time now... and it's effective. But criminals are working
overtiﬁg. So it's time to dramatically step up our efforts and
stare down the realities of crime in 1992.

And so today I'm challenging Cdngress to action.

Twelve-hundred and fifteen days ago, on June 15, 1989, back
when ((notable éccurrence on or around that day)), I sent a
comprehensive Crime Bill to Congress.

It never came back. .

I've followed up with new versions... tried to work
something out with Congress... and still -- nothing.

You know, since I first sent that bill to the Hill in 1989,
there have been ((X number of rapes, X number of murders, X
number of assaults and X number of robberies)) in the United
States. (X number) of those violent crimes took plgce right here
in Fox Park. ‘

N I know the numbers are staggering. I know that Americans
sit down in front of their TVs at night... watch the news and
say... why doesn't somebody do something about this incredible |
mess? People are dying in the streets, for.God's sake.

Well... you've heard me talk about the gridlock congress.
It's a truly émazing phenomenon. If they had an iceberg over

there, they'd nickname it "Speedy."




And liberals in Congress like to say that George Bush won't

bend on this, won't bend on that. And I admit that I do stick to

my principles.

But it's still my job as President to get results.

So today I'm going to say something you don't hear very
often from Washington. I'm going to bend a little, for the good
of the country.

Congress wants the Brady Bill. I don't. It calls for a
waiting period when someone wants to buy a gun... and I don't

think that kind of stuff slows a criminal down one bit.

But I do know that some people in Congress genuinely believe

the Brady Bill could save some innocent lives. And they won't
" support my Crime Bill unless I support their Brady Bill.
So today, I'm prepaéed to break that logjanm.
Congress, I sent over to you this morning eight points of
action I want included my Crime Bill. Some of them you've seen
before, and some of them are neﬁ. But I want to make sure they

all get into the Bill.

‘You agree to all of them... you pass the comprehehsive Bill

within the next thirty days... you add the Brady Bill on to the

end...

And I'11 sign the whole package into law -- including Brady.

Fair enough? Thirty days doesn't seem too short a notice,
in view of those twelve-hundred-and-fifteen that've gone by

already. I'll give you the Brady Bill wrapped with a ribbon.




Now, folks, in case you're wondering about those eight

points I sent over to Congress this morning... let me assure you

I'm not asking for anything but common sense and reasonable
justice. I want to offer Federal money and support to help
States do the following things:

One, apprehend and severely punish carjackers, like the ¢

I just described. I want to make carjacking a Federal offense

with harsh penalties. I want thugs who take cars at gunpoint
stay in a cell so long that when they get out =-- they've
forgotten how to drive.//

((Two, call deadbeat dads onto the carpet. Right now, a

ones

to

single mother here in Missouri can be struggling to keep the kids

fed and clothed on her small salary... while their father's over

in East St. Louis, picking out a new Chevy truck with terrycloth

pom-poms and a gun rack. He could be six months behind in child-

support, but no one can touch him because he's over state lines.

Well, I think that's a disgrace, and it's about time the long

arm

of the law reaches out over that state line... taps that deadbeat

dad on the shoulder... and says loud and clear -- time to pay

up,

buddy. Cough up the cash or go to jail.)) [Do we want to hold

this section until Wednesday?]

ig;gg, strengthen laws dealing with sexual and domestic
violence. To start with, we need to protect the victim's
privacy. It's cruel to put her in the spotlight. And I want
repeat sex and domestic-violence offenders behind bars until

trial.. Today, even a repeat offender can get arrested and be

out




on bond hours later... stalking his next victim....or beating
wife and kids for turning him in. I want him detained until
trial; and I want the prosecution to be able to use past
convictions against him. Right now, little details -- like t&
fact he's a three-time loser -- can't even be mentioned in cot
And that's wrong. Let him pay for what he's done.//

Four, crack down'on gang violence. I want gangs to be
reclassified'ﬁnder the law as criminal enterprises, just like
other organized crime. That way, we can go after the leaders

and we can deal harshly with them, and we can untie the hands

his

1e

irt.

any

4

of

good cops so they can clean up decent neighborhoods. I also want

to toughen the penalties for using juveniles in crimes. Gangs

right now can send underage kids out to do their dirty work,
because they're minors and they'll get off if they're caught.
think tﬁe older gang members should be punished harshly for
treating these little kids like personal slaves.//

Five, protection for the elderly. It's absurd that the

folks who've contributed to this society all through their liyves

have to live in terror when they're old and frail, just because

some young punks see them as an easy target. They're as low as

the thugs whé pick on children, and I want to beef up the laws

that put them behind bars so they're not on the streets mugging

grandmothers.//

Six, Habeas Corpus reform. Habeas Corpus is a fancy way

saying, if you're found guilty of something, you can appeal the

decision to a higher codft. It's supposed to protect the

7
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innocent, but it's turned into a ridiculous perversion of the

law. Criminal lawyers use it to postpone justice. A guilty

verdict means an automatic appeal. It goes on and on, sometimes

up to ((ten??)) appeals... keeping criminals on the streets and

choking our courts. 1It's about time we put a stop to this

travesty of justice. Let them appeal once and be done with it.//

Seven, a Federal death penalty. I think certain acts of

violence deserve the ultimate penalty. I'm talking about
assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and other depraved
acts. They're an outrage, and should be tréated as such.

And eight, firearms. I want tougher penalties for any c
committed with a gqun. Period.//

(Brief pause.)

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going to fix
everything. I'm a firm believer in justice, but I think
punishm;nt is only part of the solution. |

The other part has a more human face.

Tomorrow's criminals are still just kids today. And whi
believe in resources for law enforcement... and in reform for
enforcement... I also believe that at some point early in 1lif
youngster at a critical juncture can be steered_to a life of
right... or a life of terrible wrong. it all depends on the
of soil you plant these kids in... and how you nourish them.

That's why I believe our weed-and-seed program is so ver

crucial. Weed-and~seed means going into a rough neighborhood

rime

le I

law

kind

y

eradicating the 'weeds' of violent crime that can choke a young




life... and replacing them with 'seeds' of social opportunity
reform.
That's what Operation Crackdown is all about. Taking a
crack house and giving it back to the community. -
You know, just the other.day, only a few bloéké from here
police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as
those officers came out of the old ((brownstone?)) with those

drug-dealers handcuffed, the neighbors -- maybe some of you -

came out onto their porches and gave those police a standing

ovation and a cheer.

That's what this country's hungry for. Americans want to

take the hoods ouf of neighborhoods... and give 'em back to the

neighbors. We've got to weed the poison growth from the soil.
and in its place, plant the seeds of hope.

I know you want to just be able to walk down to Whaley's
Five and Dime, or Mr. Grady's dry-cleaners, down to Fox Park f
a stroll, or over to Peaches and Rufus' for a newspaper and a
of coffee... and you want to do it knowing you're safe in your
own neighborhood, that you've helped build and kept alive;

I think John Mirgaux said it best. He lives next to that
old crack house over on Ohio. And he said he and his wife
Eleanor had been thinking about selling their house and just
moving away from the drugs and all the ugly crime.

But yoﬁ know... he's lived in Fok Hill his whole life. I

his neighborhood.

and

4
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And after the raid... he and Eleanor did some thinking.
he put it this way. He said:
| "You know, I've been waiting for this to happen. Now...
we're going to make a stand."
Congress -- do you hear me? It's time to make a stand.
Not next year. Not next month. Now.

Please join me... join John and Eleanor... and Ohio

Avenue... and Fox Park... and St. Louis... and Missouri... and

And

this whole United States... and make a stand against crime today.

Thank you... thank you all for listening... God bless Fo3

Park, Missouri... and God bless the United States of America.
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- Eendence in their daily lives. This tool also

as great symbolic value, for it is a tangible
reminder of the courage, determination, and
achievements of persons with disabilities.

As we recognize the accomplishments of
Americans who use the white cane, it is fit-
ting that we also recognize the importance
of promoting their safety. For Americans
who are not blind or visually impaired, this
means taking responsibility as careful, cour-
teous drivers and pedestrians.

Americans who use the white cane deserve
not only the respect and courtesy of others
but also the right to equal opportunity. The
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) that
I signed 2 years ago affirmed the rights of
persons with disabilities and strengthened
our Nation’s commitment to eliminating the
physical and attitudinal barriers that, in the
past, prevented these individuals from par-
ticipating fully in the mainstream of Amer-
ican life. Today the United States is roviding
a model for the world as we work toward
full and harmonious implementation of the
ADA.

In order to ensure that every American is
prepared for the opportunities that life of-
fers, we are also woriing through the AMER-
ICA 2000 program to promote lifelong learn-

ing and achievement. The many Americans

who have obtained training in use of the
white cane have demonstrated their appre-
ciation of the value of learning far beyond
the traditional classroom, and their efforts
should challenge and inspire others.

Recognizing the importance of the white
cane to Americans with visual impairments,
the Congress, in 1964, by Public Law 88—
628, designated October 15 of each year as
“White Cane Safety Day” and requested the
President to issue annually a'proc?amation in
observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi-

. dent of the United States of America, do

hereby proclaim October 15, 1992, as White
Cane Safety Day. I encourage all Americans

- «a 10 observe this day with appropriate pro-
J) grams and activities in recognition of the in-

terests and achievements of persons who use
the white cane.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Septem-
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-

dred and ninety-two, and of the Independ
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and seventeenth.

George Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Registe
11:54 a.m., September 28, 1992]

Note: This proclamation was released by thle
Office of the Press Secretary on September
28, and it was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on September 29.
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Remarks to the Community in
St. Louis, Missouri

September 28, 1992

Thank you very much for that kind intro
duction, Chief Harmon. Let me say that I'v
heard a good deal about the work of this chie
and of this police force. And I salute every
man and woman who's out there in the Si,
Louis police force laying their lives on the
line for us every single c%ay of their life. We
ought to be grateful to those who wear thé
uniform, and I'm certainly grateful to tl:[

ey O

group.
And may I salute our great Governor, Johr
Asheroft, and fantastic Senator, Senator ]ack
Danforth. It's delightful to be in Fox Par
St. Louis, a friendly city. Actually, my mother
grew up here. My brother lives here, cousir'r
lives here. And I love that heartbeat of St
Louis. So thank you for this welcome.
A word to those in this parish. I want to
apologize to everyone who was counting on
the usual Sunday bingo game last night. ]
hear that the Secret Service spoiled your fur
when they had to check out the building. I'm
sorry you missed the game. It was smart|
though, to stay away. Believe me, you don't
want to be jumping up suddenly and yelling
“Bingo!” around these Secret Service guys
This has all the earmarks of a political
gathering, but I really want to talk to you
today about what I consider a foremost, 4
first and most basic function of Government!
to protect every American citizen from vio-
lence, at home and on the streets. Now,
there’s nothing new about that. Security is
one big reason Government was created i
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the very first place. But what is new are the
terrible forms that violence has taken re-
cently, beyond anything our Founding Fa-
thers could have imagined.

A whole generation has grown up with the
threat of nuclear terror hanging like a sword
over its head. And it’s been horrible. Our kids
had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end. Well, it did end. And today I can
stand up here and say something tﬁat no
other President could ‘ever say before: the
cold war is over. Freedom finished first.

Now, we must win the peace. Right here
at home, in the streets of Fox Park, In too
many places, our dparents and grand-
chil elr)l lock memmspbehind the b%rrs on
their windows, afraid to come out from a jail
called home. This simply must end.

We've made progress against violent
crime. We've slowed it dramatically the past
12 years. And we're beginning to turn the
tide on the drugs that so often fuel it. But
we got soft on crime way back in the sixties,
and we paid for it. Then by the time we
cracked down again in the eighties, violent
crime had gone up 400 percent in 20 years.
Since we cracked down, it's gone up just 27
percent in a little over 10 years, and the over-
all crime index is actually down.

So we've stemmed the tide, in a sense, pre-
vented millions of crimes. But of course, that
is simply not enough. It’s never enough. The
face of crime is changing fast, and we need
our laws to react just as quickly, so that we
can beatit.

Let me give (zlou a timely example.
Carjacking: a brandnew word for a brandnew
crime. Someone figured out it's easy to steal
a car when it’s already running, with the keys
in the ignition. Of course, the owner's behind
the wheel. So the criminal uses a gun. I want
to tell you a story that literally sickens me,
as I'm sure it will you, but describes what
we're up against.

Just a few weeks ago, in a nice neighbor-
hood near Baltimore, a women was sittin,
in her car at a stop sign. In broad daylight,
two men forced her out of her car and drove
off. But she was tangled in the seatbelt, trying
desperately to save her baby. The mother was

dragged for almost 2 miles. The thieves tried -

to knock her off by banging into a fence, and
tragically, she died. And you know what they

help me fight erime on a national level.
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did with her little baby? They tossed her oyt
of the car like a piece of trash, M aculously,
that baby survived. ’

And you know what? America lis going to
survive, too. We cannot put up with this king
of animal behavior. These people have no
place in a decent society. And as|far as this
President’s concerned, they can go to jail,
and they can stay in jail, and they can"yot
in jail for crimes like that. For that to happen,
we need tough laws that don’t bend over
backwards protecting the criminal while say-
ing to the victim, “Tough luck, buddy.”

Let’s look for a minute at the Arkansag
record and see where Govern ',r Clinton
stands. The average inmate in| Arkansas
served less than one-fifth of his sentence last
year. Most Federal inmates serve |flt least 85
percent of their full sentence. Violent crimes
in that State, in Arkansas, went up almost
60 percent in the eighties, over twice the na-
tional average. Arkansas had the Nation’s big.
gest increase in overall crime and|the thirg.
biggest in violent crime.

This kind of record is not right for Arkan.
sas, and it is not right for America. If you
don’t believe me, just ask the | Fraternal
Order of Police in Little Rock, | Arkansas,
They know Governor Clinton’s record best, |
and they're endorsing me for Président of
the United States. The police know better
than anyone that we're all vulnerable: men,
women, children; white, black, brown;
young, old; rich and poor. To a hullet or a
blade we all look just the same. _

Americans deserve a Government that
goes after the problem, that preyents and
punishes crime and helps the victims, lifts
up the victims of crime. That’s why I want
to see America make a move at the Federal
level to step forward and support State and
local police around the country in real, con-
crete ways. We need to help them fight.

That’s why 1,201 days ago, on June 5, 1989
[June 15, 1989]'—the same day Mikhail
Gorbachev first hinted that the Berlin Wall
might someday fall—I sent a comprehensive
crime bill to Capitol Hill. I offered/the hand
of partnership to Congress and asked it to

YWhite House correction
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Listen to this: Since I first sent that bill
to the Hill in 1989, here in the United States,
we’ve had almost 60,000 murders, 260,000
rapes, 1,600,000 robberies, and 2,600,000 as-

v tossed her out
h. Miraculously,

>rica is going to

g saults. By the way, 506 of those violent
;[;omf(}: tlt::iekm d crimes took place right here in Fox Park.
d aps v f}?x: Think about that. Across America that’s
can go to laf enough assault victims to fill the city of St.
ol thego ° Jat, Louis more than six times over. Victims bru-
, it talized while that bill languished on Capitol
that to happen, Hill
?:n;lb\sg]] - Now, I know the numbers are sta%gering.
 buddy.” © say- I know that Americans sit down in front of
& the Ak their TV’s at night, watch the news, and say:

Why doesn’t somebody do something about
this incredible mess? People are dying in the
streets, for heaven's sake. Well, 1,201 days
later, Congress still has not acted on my
crime bill. T think if they had a glacier on
Capitol Hill, they’d name it Speedy. You
ought to try and get something done there.
= But frustrating as this crime iil] has been,
he Nahonsbxg- it’s still my job as President to get results.
~and the third- There are good people on both sides of the

. issue, working in good faith for a com-
right for Arkan- promise. And I will not rest until this matter
\merica. If you @ = is settled.

the Fraternal This very week, we are now finally close
tock, Arkansas. )

X to an agreement on a bill the Congress could
1's record best, ‘ ( .send me, and I'll sign. The compromise bill

wvernor Clinton
e in Arkansas
iis sentence last
serve at least 85
. Violent crimes
vent up almost
er twice the na-

or President of could include, for example, a workable death
ce know better penalty for horrible murders, committed by
alnerable: men, terrorists, assassins, and drug lords. It should
black, brown; target the shocking violence we see on tele-

To a bullet or a vision: the drive-by shootings and gang turf
. wars. This deadly behavior deserves deadly
punishment. It should include provisions rec-

ommended by former Supreme Court Justice
Powell to short-circuit an endless process of
appeals that make a mockery of justice.
There are other items prompting strong feel-

vernment that
t prevents and
1e victims, lifts
it’s why I want
at the Federal

‘iri,;:;
<

sport State and ings on all sides, but we’re making a good
'ry in real, con- faith effort to reach a compromise.

1em fight. So I want you to know what’s on my crime
on June 5, 1989 agenda. I'm not asking for anything but com-
e day Mikhail mon sense and reasonable justice, especially
he Berlin Wall for women, children, and the elderly victims
comprehensive & b of crime. I think I can get some of these
Yered the hand ¥ 3 ® items this year. Then, I'll come back to get
and asked it to more of them next year.

nal level. Let me click off about eight key points

here. First, apprehend and severely punish
these carjackers, like the ones I just de-
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scribed. I want to make carjacking a Federal
offense with harsh penalties. And I want
thugs who take cars at gunpoint to stay in
a cell so long that when they get out they're
too old to drive.

Second, I keep talking about strengthening
the family, well, here’s one for you: Call the
deadbeat dads onto the carpet. Right now,
a single mother here in Missouri can be
struggling to keep the kids fed and clothed
on her small salary, while their father’s up
in Chicago somewhere, picking out a new
Chevy truck with terrycloth pom-poms and
a gunrack. Now, he could be way behind in
child support, but no one can touch him be-
cause he’s across the State lines. Well, I think
that’s a disgrace, and it’s about time the long
arm of the law reaches out over that State
line, taps that deadbeat dad on the shoulder,
and says loud and clear: time to pay up;
couih 13: the cash or go to jail.

The third, strengthen the laws dealing with
sexual and domestic violence. For starters,
we need to protect the victim. It is bad
enough a rape victim is attacked in the first
place. Then she takes the stand, and then
she gets worked over and attacked by the
rapist’s lawyers. I say that makes two too
many attacks.

And I want repeat sex and domestic vio-
lence offenders behind bars until trial.
Today, even a repeat offender can get ar-
rested, be out on bond hours later, stalking
his next victim or beating his wife and kids
for turning him in. I want him detained until
trial, and I want the prosecution to be able
to use past convictions against him. Any of
you law enforcement officers knows this, but
right now, certain details can’t even be men-
tioned in court, so-called little details like the
fact that everyone and their dog within a
country mile knows the guy acts this way reg-
ularly. And that’s wrong. Let him pay for
what he’s done.

Fourth, crack down on gang violence. I
want gangs to be treated like the criminal
enterprises they are. That way, we can go
after the leaders, and we can deal harshly
with them, and we can untie the hands of
good cops so they can clean up decent neigh-
borhoods. I also want to toughen the pen-
alties for using juveniles in crimes. Some of

the gangs right now can send underage kids
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out to do their dirty work because they're
minors and they’ll get off if they're caught.
1 think the older gang members should be
unished harshly for treating these little kids
ike bullet fodder.

Fifth, protection for the elderly. It is ab-
surd that the folks who have contributed to
this society all through their lives have to live
in terror when they’re old and frail just be-
cause some young punks see them as an ea.si
target. They're as low as the thugs who pic
on children. I want to beef up the laws that
put these thugs behind bars.

Sixth, the habeas corpus reform. Habeas
corpus is supposed to protect the innocent,
but it’s turned into a ridiculous perversion
of the law. Can you believe that a lot of these
petitions drag on for more than a decade?
Criminal lawyers use it to postpone justice.
A guilty verdict can mean seemingly endless
appeals that choke our courts and delay jus-
tice. It's about time we put a stop to this
travesty. Let them have one habeas corpus
petition and be done with it. And that’s what
I'm trying to do in that crime bill right now.

The seventh, a Federal death penalty. I
think certain acts of violence deserve the ulti-
mate penalty. I'm talking about assassina-
tions, murder for hire, terrorism, and other
depraved acts. Add to that the new urban
violience we see with gangs, drive-by
shootings, random violence, gang massacres.
These people are merchants of death, who
trade in death. The death penalty is war-
ranted in these cases. And I wish Congress
would move and do something about it.

And eighth—and this one’s short—fire-
arms. I want much tougher penalties for
criminal use of firearms, period. Tighten up
the law, and take the risk away from these
law enforcement officers.

Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are
going to fix absolutely everything. I'm a firm
believer in justice, but I think punishment
is only part of the solution. The other part

has a more human face. Tomorrow’s crimi-

nals are still just kids today. And while I be-
lieve in resources for law enforcement and
in reform for law enforcement, I also believe
_that at some point early in life, a youngster
at a critical juncture can be steered to a life
of right or a life of terrible wrong. It all de-
pends on the kind of soil you plant these kids
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in and how you nourish them. I just
wonderful briefing upstairs by the chief|ay
some of our community leaders, inclugins-
the pastor of this church, and what imp,.izﬁ
me is what the community is doing to
these kids before they get caught up i
wave of criminality.

All of this is why I believe that our *
and Seed” program, the Federal pro
so very crugal.g'r‘VVeed and Seed",gham
going into a rough neighborhood, eradicati
the “weeds” of violent crime that can choke
a young life and then replacing them |wi
“seeds” of social opportunity and reform::"
That's what Operation Crackdown in St
Louis is all about: the Federal Government,:. &
working with local law enforcement, reclaim- &
ing crack houses and giving them back to the -
community. And that’s what your—the chief
talked about your COPS program, here in
Fox Park, is all about, too, on a local level, 3
Real people making real changes in your own - : - §:

You know, just the other day, only a few
blocks from here, police officers raided a
crack house on Ohio Avenue. And as those
officers came out of the house with those
drug dealers handcuffed, the neighbors—
maybe some of you all were ther e out
to their porches and gave those police a
standing ovation and a cheer. That's what this
country is hungry for. Americans want to take
crime out of their neighborhoods and piit the
neighbors back. And we've got to “weed” the
poison growth from the soil, and in its olace, g
plant the “seeds” of hope. 4

I know there’s a craving. I know you just '
want to be able to walk down to Worth’s Mar-
ket or down to Fox Park here for a |stroll
or over to Bartlett’s Grocery Store for a news-

aper or Mary’s Restaurant for a cup of cof-
Fee, even if she is a Democrat—[laugh | rl—
and you want to do it knowing you're safe
in your own neighborhood that you've helped
build and kept alive. _

I think John Mirgaux said it best. He lives
in this neighborhood and knows aboul{ that
old crack house over on Ohio. He sa&:‘}qﬁe
and his wife, Eleanor, had been thinking
about selling their house and just moving out,
moving away from the drugs and all the ugl
crime. But you know, he’s lived in Fox Hi
his whole life. It’s his neighborhood] And
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after the raid, he and Eleanor did some
thinking. And he put it this way. He said,
“You know, I've been waiting for this to hap-

n. Now we’re going to make a stand.”

Please join us. Join John and Eleanor and
Ohio Avenue and Fox Park and St. Louis and
Missouri and this whole United States and
make a stand against crime today, because
the people deserve it.

Thank you all so very much for listening.
May God bless Fox Park, Missouri. And God
bless the United States of America. Thank
you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m. in
the parish hall of St. Francis de Sales Roman
Catholic Church.

Remarks at the East Dallas
Renaissance Neighborhood Project
in Dallas, Texas

September 28, 1992

The President. Thank you so much. Ilove
what Michael Fells said about his house.
That's the way we all ought to feel about our
homes. And I was very proud of that.

Thanks to all of you for this great Dallas
welcome. May 1 salute your wonderful
Mayor, an old friend of mine and Barbara’s,
Steve Bartlett, doing an outstanding job for
this wonderful area, this wonderful city. Also
1 want to salute Judge Lee Jackson and your
Congressman—a  Congressman—not i
district, but right next door, Sam Johnson,
doing a fine job for Dallas. May 1 salute our
sheriff, Sheriff Bowles, and our new police
chief from Dallas, been here a while, doing
a great job with the law enforcement com-
munity, Chief Bill Rathburn over here.

While I'm in the neighborhood, 1 want to
recognize Meadows Foundation for their
work restoring homes, restoring hope in this
community. I saw a little bit of that when

Steven here and Dirk and Cheryl, Cheryl
Harley, showed me around this house that
they are fixing to restore. So I'm just de-
lighted to be here. Also pleased to welcome
a cross-town guest from west Dallas, Mr.
Artrous Hill; who for 41 years ran the barber-
shop on Puget Street. When the drug epi-

1791

demic came to west Dallas, Mr. Hill's land-
lords were the local crack dealers until U.S.
marshals and the Dallas police put them out
of business.

Audience member. Chicken George, Why
don’t you debate?

The President. [Laughter] Listen to this
guy. There are going to be debates.

May I say a word about the chicken ques-
tion? May I say a word about—you’re talking
about the draft record chicken or are you
talking about the chicken in the Arkansas
River? Which one are you talking about?
Which one? Get out of here. Maybe it's the
draft. Is that what's bothering you?

All right now. As I was saying before being
so rudely interrupted, 1 was telling about Mr.
Hill who owns his own barber shop. His west
Dallas neighborhood is on the way back, on
the way back just the way all of you fhere
in east Dallas are on the move forward.

You know, 1 came here to talk about the

- . o |
progress we're making in our quest to ake
America more safe and secure. But first let
me just say a word about the dominant issue
in this campaign, and that’s the economy.

The American voter this year is confr?nted
with two choices, two candidates with two
very different economic strategies. 1f| Gov-

 ernor Clinton is elected, by next year we will

have hundreds of billions of new Govern-
ment spending, higher taxes on the middle
class, and no restraints on Federal spending,
and even more pressure on the Federal defi-
cit.
So Governor Clinton claims he knows a
way to reduce the budget deficit by increas-
ing taxes on the middle class and giving Con-
gress more of your money to spend. I believe
the way to reduce the deficit is by making
tough choices and cutting Government
spending.
That's why we put forward a plan, a serious
program to control the growth of spending
with almost $300 billion in savings jover 5
years. I've gone on the record, targeted 246
programs, 4,000 wasteful projects that I want
to eliminate altogether. I want to usg these
. savings to reduce the deficit, to reduce the
tax burden on the working men and women,
and still do what's right by our neighbor-
hoods. '
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much for that kind
introduction, Chief Harmon. Let me say that I've heard a good
- deal about the work of this chief and of this police force. And

I salute every man and woman who's out there in the St. Louis
polzce Force laying their lives on the line for us every single
day of their life. We ought to be grateful to those who wear the
uniform, and I'm certainly grateful to this group. (Applause.)

And may I salute our great Governor, John Ashcroft
and fantastic Senator, Senator Danforth. - (Applause.) It's
delightful to be in Fox Park. St. Louis, a friendly city.
(Applause.) Actually, my mother grew up here. My brother lives
here, cousin lives here. And I love that heartbeat of st. Loui?.
So thank you for this welcome. (Applause ) A

A word to those in this parish -- I want to
apologize to everyone who was counting on the usual Sunday Bing
game last night. (Laughter.) I hear that the Secret Service
spoiled your fun when they had to check out the building.
(Laughter.) And I'm sorry you missed the game. It was smart,
though, to stay away. Believe me, you don't want to be jumping
up suddenly and yelling "Bingo!" around thnse Secret Service
guys. (Applause.) :

L%

‘ This has ‘all the earmarks of a polztlcal gathering,
but I really want to talk to you today about what I consider a
foremost -- a first and most basic function of government: to
protect every American c;tizen from violence -= at home and on
the streets.

Now, there's nothing new about that. Security is

one big reason government was created in the very first place.

But what is new are the terrible forms that violence has taken |

i;gggglg =~ beyond anything our founding fathers c¢ould have
e

A whole generation has grown up with the threat of
nuclear terror hanging like a sword over jits head. And it's been
horrible. Our kids had nightmares. It seemed like it would
never end. well, it did end. And today I can stand up here and
83y something that no other President could ever say before: the
Cold War is over. Freedom finished first. (Applause.)

Now, we must win the peace. Right here at home, in
the streets of Fox Park. 1In too many places our grandparents and
grandchildren lock themselves behind the bars on their windows,
:ﬁg;ld to come out from & jail called home. This simply must

¥a've made progress against viclent crime. Ve've
slowed it -drazmatically the past 12 years. aAnd we're beginning [to
turn the’ tide on the drugs that so often fuel it. But we got
soft on ¢rime way back in the ‘608, and we paid for it. And then
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by the time we cracked down again in the '80g, violent crime had -
gone up 400 percent in 20 years. Sinte we cracked down, it's
gone up just 27 percent in a 1ittle over 10 years, and the
overall crime index is actually down.

so we've stemmed the tide, in a sense =-— prevented
millions of crimes. But, of course, that ig simply not enough.
Tt's never enough. The face of crime is changing fast, and we
need our laws to react just as guickly, so that we can beat it.

Let me give you a timely example., Carjacking -- a
brand-new word for a brand-new ¢rime. Someone figured out it's
easy to steal a car vwhen it's already running, with the keys in
the ignition. Of course, the owner's behind the wheel. 8o the
eriminal uses a gun. I want to tell you a stoxy that literally
sickens me, as I'm sure it will you -- but describes what we're
up against.

' Just a few weeks ago, in a nice neighborhood neat
Baltimore, a woman was sitting in her car at a gtop sign. In
broad daylight, two men forced her out of her car and drove off.
But she was tangled in the seatbelt -- trying desperately to save
her baby. The mother was dragged for almost two milesg. The
thieves tried to knock her off by banging into a fence. "And
tragically, she died. .

: And you know what they did with her little baby?
They tossed her out of the car like a piece of trasgh.

Miraculously, that baby survived.

: . - And you know what? America is going to survive,
too. We cannot put up with this kind of animal behavior.
(Applause.) These people have no place in a decent society. And
as far as thig President's concerned, they can go te jail, and
they can stay in jail, and they can rot in jail for crimes like
that. (Applause.) | : : - ' :

R For that to happen, we need tough laws that doh‘t
bend over backwards protecting the criminal while saying to the
vietinm, "tough luck;_buddy."v“ L - Loyt

E - Let's look for a minute at the Arkansas record and
see where Governor Clinton stands. (Laughter.) Tie average
inmate in Arkansas served less than one~fifth of his sentence.
last year. Most federal inmates serve at least 85 percent of
their full sentence. Violent crimes in that state, in Arkansas,
went up almost 60 percent in the '80s -- over twice the national
average. Arkansas had the nation’'s biggest increase in overall
crime -- and the third-biggest in vioclent crime.

- This kind of record is not right for Arkansas -- and
it is not right for America. If you don't believe me, just ask
the Fraternal Order of Police in Little Rock, Arkansas. They

know Governor Clinton's record best, and they're endorsing me for

President of the United States. (Applause.) The police know
better than anyone that we're all vulnerable: men, women,
¢hildren; white, black, brown;. young, old; rich and poor. To a
bullet or a blade -- we all look just the same. ' '

- _Americans deserve a government that goes after the
problem -- that prevents and punishes crime, and helps the
victins, lifts up the victims of crime. That's why I want to see
America make a move at the federal level, to step forward and
support state and local police axound the country -- in real,
concrete ways. We need to help them fight.

That'e why 1,201 days age, on June 5, 1989" -~ the
same day Mikhail Gorbachev first hinted that the Berlin Wall
‘yight someday -fall --.I sent- a. comprehensive crime bhill to
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Capitol Hill., And I offered the hand of partnership to Congress
and asked it to help me fight crime on a national level.

Listen to this: Since I first sent that bill to the
Bill in 1989, here in the United States, we've had almost 60,000
murders, 260,000 rapes, 1,600,000 robberies and 2,600,000
assgaults. By the way, 506 of those violent crimes took place
right here in Fox Park.

Think about that. ACross America, that's enqugh.
assault victims to £ill the city of St. Louis more than szx'txmes
over. Victims brutalized while that bill languished on Capitol

Hill.

Now, I know the numbers are staggering. I Xnow that
Americans sit down in front of their TVs at night, watch the news
and say, why doesn't somebody do comething about this incredible
mess? People are dying in the streets, for heaven's sake. Well,
1,201 days later, Congress still has not acted on my crime bill.
And I think if they had a glacier on Capitol Hill, they'd name it
"Speedy." You ought to try and get something done there.

But frustrating as this crime bill has been for me,
it's still my job as President to get results. There are good
people on both sides of the issue, working in good faith for a
compromise. And I will not rest until this matter is settled.

This very week, we are now close to an agreement on
a bill the congress could send me -- and 1'11 sign. The
compromise bill should include, for example, a workable death
penalty for horrible murders, committed by terrorists, assassins
and drug lords. It should target the shocking viclence we see on
television -- the drive-by shootings and gang turf wars. This
deadly behavior deserves deadly punishment. It should include
provisions recommended by former Supreme Court Justice Powell to
short=circuit an endless process of appeals that make a mockery
of justice. (Applause.)

‘ There are other items prompting strong feelings on
all sides, but we're making a good-faith effort to reach a
compromise.

So I want you to know what's on my crime agenda.
I'm pot asking for anything but common sense and reasonable
justxqe, especially for women, children and the elderly victims
of crime. I think I can get some of these items this year --
then, I'll come back to get more of them next year, {(Applause.)

Let me click off about eight Xey points here.
First, gpprehend and severely punish these carjackers, like the
ones I just described. I want to make carjacking a federal
offense with harsh penalties. And I want thugs who take cars at
gunpoint to stay in a cell so long that when they get out they're
too olad to drive. (Applause.)

Second -- I keep talking about strengthening the
family -- well, here's one for you: call deadbeat dads onto the
carpet. (Applause.) Right now, a single mother here in Missouri
can be struggling to keep the kids fed and clothed on her small
galary, while their father's up in Chicago somewhere, picking out
a new Chevy truck with terrycloth pom-poms and a gun rack. Now,
he could be way behind in child support, but no one can touch him
bgcause he's across the state lines. Well, I think that's a
disgrace, and it'g about time the long arm of the law reaches out
over that state line, taps that deadbeat dad on the shoulder and
says loud and clear == time to pay up. Cough up the cash or go
to jail. (Applause.) ]

And the third, strencthen the laws dealing with
sexual and domestic violence. For starters, we need to protect
E?e Zicsim. It is bad enough a rape victim is attacked in the
first place. Then she takes the stand and then she gets worked
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over and attacked by the rapist's lawyers. I say that makes two
too many attacks.

And I want repeat sex and domestic-violence
offenders behind bars until trial. Today., even a repeat offender
can get arrested, be out on bond hours later, stalking his next
victim or beating his wife and xids for turning him in. I want
him detained until trial, and I want the progecution to be able
to use past convictions against him. (Applause.) '

Any jaw enforcement officer knows this, but right
now, certain details can't even be mentioned in court. So-
called little details -~ like the fact that everyohe ang thelir
dog within a country mile knows the guy acts this way pretty
regularly. And that's wrong. Let him pay for what he's done.

Fourth, crack down on gang violence. I want gang$
to be treated like the criminal enterprises they are. That way,
we cap go after the leaders, and we can deal harshly with them,
and we can untie the hands of good cCOps £0 they can clean up
decent neighborhoods. I also want to toughen the penalties for
using juveniles in crimes. Some of the gangs right now can send
under-age kids out to do their dirty work because they're minors
and they'll get off if they're caught. And I think the older
gang members should be punished harshly for treating these little
kids like bullet fodder. (Applause.)

Fifth, protection for the elderly. It is absurd
that the folks who have contributed to this society all through
their lives have to live in terror wheh they're old and frail,’
just because some yound punks gee them as an easy target. .
They're as low as the thuge who pick on children. - And I want to
beef up the laws that put these thugs behind bars. (Applause.)

- Sixth, the habeas corpus reform. Habeas corpu’s is
supposed to protect the innocent, but it's turned into a -
ridiculous perversion of the Yaw.” Can you believe that a ‘lot of
these petitions drag on for more than a decade? ‘criminal ‘lawyers
use it to postpone justice. A guilty verdict cam mean se.emingly
endless appeals that c¢hoke our courts and gelay justice. 1It's
about time we put a stop to this’travesty. 'Le% them have one
habeas corpus petition and be done with it. (Applauge.) And
that's what I'm trying to do in that crime billl right now.

{Applause.)

: And the seventh, a federal death penalty. I think
ceragin acts of violence deserve the ultimate penalty. 1I'm
talking about assassinations, murder for hire, terrorism and
9ther depraved acts. And add to that the new urban violence we
see with gangs. Drive-by shootings, random violence, gang
massacres -- these people are merchants of death, who trade in
death. And the death penalty is warranted in these cases. Anc I
wish Congress would move and do about it. (Applause.)

4 And eighth -- and this one's short -- firearms. I
want much tougher penalties for criminal use of firearms, period.
(Applause.} Tighten up the law and take the risk. away from these
- law enforcement officers. (Applause.) :
‘ Now, I'm not saying that tougher laws are going to
£ix absolutely everything. I'm a firm believeri:in justice, but I
think punishment is only part of the solution. .Andé the other
part has a more human face. Tomorrow's crimimals are still just
Xids today. And while I believe in resources for law enforcement
and in reform for law enforcement, I also believe that at some
point early in life, a youngster at a critical juncture can be
steered to a life of right or a life of terrible wrong. And it
all depends on the kind of soil you plant these kids in and how
you nourish them. _ . : ~

z I Tk le .- T

‘% T just had a wonderful briefing Upstairs by theé-
Chief and some of our community leaders, including the Pastor of
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- And that's what Operation Crackdown in St. Louis is all about:
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this church,'and what impressed me is what the community is doing
to help these kids before they get caught up in this wave of
criminality. : 4 :

All of thig is why I believe that our Weed and Seed
program -- the federal program =- is so very crucial. Weed and
Seed -- that means going into a rough neighborhood, eradicating
the "weeds" of violent crime that can choke a young life, and
replacing them with "seeds" of social opportunity and reform.

the federal government, working with local law enforcement,
reclaiming crack houses and giving them back to the community.

And that's what your -- the Chief talked about COPS

program, here in Fox Park, is all about, too, on a local level.
Real people making real changes in your own neighborhood.

You know, just the other day, only a few blocks from
here, police officers raided a crack house on Ohio Avenue. And
as those officers came out of the house with those drug dealers
handcuffed, the neighbors =-~ maybe some of you all were there ~«
came out to their porches and gave those police a standing
ovation and a cheer. And that's what this country is hungry for.
Americans want to take crime out of their neighborhoods and put
the neighbors back. And we've got to weed the poison growth from
the soil, and in its place, plant the seads of hope. (Applause.

b

I Xnow there's a craving, I know you just want to
be able to walk down to Worth's Market, or down to Fox Park here
for a stroll, 6r over to Bartlett's Grocery Store for a . ;
newspaper, or Mary's Restaurant for a cup of coffee even if she
is a Democrat ~-- (laughter) -- and you want to do it knowing
you're safe in your own neighborhood, that you've helped build
and kept alive. , S

. I think Jobn Mirgaux said it best, He lives in this
neighborhood and knows about that ©ld c¢rack house over on Ohio.
And he gaid he and his wife, Eleanor, had been thinking about
selling their house and just moving out =- moving away from the
drugs and all:the ugly crime, But you know, he's lived in Fox
Hill hig¢ whole life. 1It's his neighdorhood. ~And after the raid,
he -and Eleanor did some thinking. And he put it this way. He
gaid, "You know, I've been waiting for this to happen. Now we're
going to make a stand."

Please join us -- join John and Eleanor and Ohio
Avenue and Fox Park and St. Louis and Miggouri and this whole
United States == and make a stand against crime today, because
the people deserve it.

Thank you all so very much for listening. o
(Applause.) And may God bless -- (applause) -- may God bless Fox
Park, Missouri. BAnd God bless the United sStates of America.
Thank you all very, very much., {Applause.)

END ~ - - - 10:43 A.M. CDT




