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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. ]

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across
continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men and women
now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of

economic competition that America simply must and will win. We

must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and

foreign policies. 1In our world today, these three topics have
become one issue. 1In order to prevail, the United States must be
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower -- an
export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than the
GNP. Our strength as a people cannot only be measured by per
capita income. The state of our American union reflects not

simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our

society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
natural tragedies like Hurricane Andrew -- in the face of all-

too-human tragedies of hate and unreason and violence. This is
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culturé and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have
served as the nation's conscience. And part of America's
conscience must always be to fight anti-semitism wherever and
whenever it appears.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that
anti-semitism is history, but it is not. Not when there are hate
crimes here and brown shirts abroad. And let's call the thing by
its right name -- not neo-Nazis, but Nazis. That's a sorry
commentary on human nature.

And let's all be clear: Neither Jew nor Gentiles is safe so
long as anti-semitism fosters.

But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate Crimes
Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter. And I
give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost, here and
abroad, so that this prejudice is finally / finally, finally,
banished from the human heart.!

But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate
Crimes Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter.

And I give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost,
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here and abroad, so that this prejudice is finally, finally,
finally, banished from the human heart!

In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten

the basic principle upon which the United States is founded.
They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béing,
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And because
of that powerful belief in basic humanity, nothing is more sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.

In the words of George Washington, whose letter we
rededicate today: "...the government of the United States...
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance....
While everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and
figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." And here's
the difference, the vital difference between this American creed
and others. Because for us that freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is
a fundamental human right. //

Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that
people in our time are demanding and getting those rights they
have been denied so long. And changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by that
I mean just plain old fashioned miraculous.

Just think about it. Just a few years ago, who would have
thought we would no longer live under the threat of nuclear
conflagration? Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?
And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
Even in the Middle East, events have defied all the predictions.
For today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

Israel and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
half a century they had not met outside the battlefield. But for
the first time they came together not to fight -- but to talk.

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction

-- to great works rather than great wars.

Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way -- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's
relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only
help in bringing about an environment conducive for negotiation
and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. 1Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the>first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billion people --
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has
created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new
economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates in the former Soviet Union and rescue Ethiopian Jews. Now
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women and children who only
a few years ago lived in fear or neglect in the Soviet Union or
Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to live, work and worship as
their heart tells them they must.

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the in-gathering of Jews
into Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided
Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping
Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of whch
every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the chips were down, when
Israel and many other countries were threatened by the most

brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.
Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to power
and aggression were not caused by the United States.

We were not the reason Saddam Hussein was on the verge of
acquiring nuclear weapons. We were not the reason Saddam Hussein
had 5000 tanks -- or 5000 pieces of artillery -- or the 4th
largest army in the world. This was his own doing.

And whatever differences I had with my critics -- and with
some would-be revisionists who want to rewrite history -- cannot
obscure this fact: After August 2, while my critics stood by and
second guessed -- I acted to take care of that threat.

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the
counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we would be if we had
someone in the Oval Office who would have mattered -- who would
have wavered and wanted to have it both ways. Where would we be?
I'll tell you: We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a
choke-hold on the world's oil supplies =-- and threatening
Israel's very existence. 1Israel's very survival would be at
stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chance
to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,

the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
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target the innocent. The proliferation of conventional arms as
well as weapons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the
region's future; Iraqg's Saddam Hussein, however much weaker and
defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resists the will of
the international community. The need for Israel to remain
strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a
defensive capability against missile attack. The importance of
that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason
that I've proposed to Israel that it participate in our
development of a global protection system! So, the need for US-
Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation remains stronger
than ever.

And we're also going to see that partnership at work this
week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan
guarantees to aid Israel's government in the absorption of these
newcomers. And I know I can count on the support of every one in
this room to make sure that this proposal becomes law.

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to reach
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkport
last month. He outlined for me the new Israeli government's new
priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and
determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward
peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be
able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the

same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.

As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire
range of issues affecting stability in the Middle East. I know
the Prime Minister shares this commitment. And let me emphasize
this point: There will be no surprises.

I pledge to you that we will work hard to keep any divide to
a minimum. Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a
shared commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a
shared commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one specially
built to endure.

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. Even democratic governments like Israel and the United
States disagree. But here's the point: These are disagreements
between friends and I emphasize that word, friends.

There may even be issues where you and I will take opposing
sides. And things may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be
exchanged. // 1In the past, some remarks of mine were
misinterpreted. I have gone on the record expressing my sorrow

for any pain this may have caused and I'll go on the record again
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-- right here and now again. But let me also express the hope
that some of the critics who've been a little quick to use words
like "anti-semitism" will also rethink what they've said.

Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorsé, and I
deeply believe in the God-given right of every American to
promote what they believe. It is your right as an individual.
It's more than a right. 1It's a duty as an American citizen. [/

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how
to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not
careless, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need to
tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to accuse those who may come to
different conclusions on one or another public issue of harboring
anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. That
is deeply wrong. And when those words, without justice, have
been aimed at me -- I can tell you: They cut to the heart. //

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come of at a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And Israeli
peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too
about the identity of that new President -- so there I go again
in the Harry Truman mode. But, let me leave you with this.

However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will
not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposing anti-semitism and the
ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart
support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that aon all these issues, I am proud
to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.
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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. And let me express my concerns for my good
friend Max Fisher, who was to be with us today....]

We've witnessed a world of change, and with change comes new
challenges. For America, the end of the Cold War means the
beginning of a new era -- a new era of economic competition that
America simply must and will win. In the new world, foreign
policy, economic policy and domestic policy have become one
issue. 1In order to prevail, the United States must be not only a
military superpower, but an economic superpower =-- an export
superpower as well. //

Yet we know that America is measured by more than the
strength of our economy, but also by the content of our character
-- how we serve others.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culture and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization, have

joined a hanful of other organizations serving as the nation's

conscience. And part of America's conscience must always be to
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fight anti-semitism and other forms of prejudice wherever and
whenever they appear.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that
anti-semitism is history, but it is not. Not when there are hate
crimes here at home and brown shirts abroad. That's a sorry
commentary on human nature.

Let's all be clear: A world willing to allow Jews to be
persecuted is a world certain to allow other tyrannies to emerge.

But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we are aggressively employing the Hate
Crimes Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gqutter.

/ Anti-semitism is an evil idea with an ugly history. / I will
continue to do my utmost, here and abroad, so that prejudice is
finally / finally / finally, banished from the human heart. //

In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten
the basic principles upon which the United States is founded.

In a letter to the Hebrew congregation of Rhode Island,
George Washington wrote "...the government of the United
States... gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance.... While everyone shall sit in safety under his own
vine and figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid."
And here's the difference, the vital difference that sets apart
our American creed. For us, freedom of religion is no gift of
government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is a

fundamental human right. //
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Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that
people in our time are demanding and getting those rights they
have been denied so long. And changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by that
I mean just plain old-fashioned miraculous.

Just think about it. Just a few years ago, who would have
thought we would no longer live under the threat of nuclear
conflagration? Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an
era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?

And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
In the ﬁiddle East, events have defied all the predictions.
Today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between Israel
and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
half a century they had not met, all together, outside the
battlefield. But for the first time they came together not to
fight -- but to talk.



4

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will
allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction

-- to great works rather than great wars.

Today, as we speak, parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are‘exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way =-- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's

relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
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Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott of Israel,
can only help in bringing about an environmenﬁ conducive for
negotiation and reconciliation. I _think it's high time to see
that boycott ended. // A

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of
making peace. Now, there is such a hope.

I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 16 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing more than 2 billion
people -- now have full diplomatic relations with Israel.

Already this has created not only greater contact for Israel
worldwide, but new economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates to Jews in the former Soviet Union and also to rescue
Ethiopian Jews.

You know, four years ago when I spoke to you in Baltimore, I
noticed a banner hung on the wall that read: Where do Soviet

Jews apply for glasnost?
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As I prepared to come here today, I thought of that banner.
I thought of the hopes we had then -- and I thought of a pledge I
made: That in every single meeting with Soviet officials, I
would raise the issue of Soviet Jews. //

My friends, I could not forget that banner -- I did not
forget that pledge -- and today, together, we celebrate this
miracle: Nearly half a million Jews have come out of the Soviet
Union -- to freedom. To America. To Israel. //

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the in-gathering of Jews
into Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided
Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping
Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of which
every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the chips were down, when
many countries, including Israel, were threatened by the most
brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.

And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.

I knew when I took the oath of office, that every President
faces difficult decisions -- and there is no decision more
difficult than sending this country's young men and women in
harm's way. In the end, it comes down to this: You cannot make
that kind of decision =-- unless you are certain you understand
what is at stake.

I knew what was at stake.
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And because of the bravery of America's sons and daughters
in Desert Storm -- America today is safer. Israel today is
safer. //

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the
counsel of my critics.

Ask yourself where we would be if we had someone in the Oval
Office who would have waffled -- who would have wavered and
wanted to have it both ways.

Where would we be? 1I'll tell you: We'd be facing a
nuclear-armed Iraq, dominant in the Middle East, with a choke-
hold on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening Israel's very
existence. Israel's very survival would be at stake -- and we'd
be talking about whether there was any chance to avoid nuclear
Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we now have the chance to see the dawn
of peace in the Middle East.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,
the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
target the innocent. The proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction casts a cloud over the region's future. 1Iraqg's
Saddam Hussein, however much weaker, defeated, and locked in the
prison of his own country -- still brutalizes his own people and
resists the will of the international community. The need for

Israel to remain strong is beyond question, and it clearly
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includes having a defensive capability against missile attack.

Scud attacks on Israel should have made that clear to everyone.

For that reason, I've proposed to Israel that it participate in
our development of a global protection system. //

And let me say to you: You ought to take a good, close look
at anyone who claims to be a friend of Israel -- at anyone who
claims to be serious about Israel's security -- but opposes
development of the defenses like GPALS that may be the only
effective way for Israel to defend itself against missile attack?
/1l

The point is: The need for US-Israeli strategic partnership
and cooperation remains as strong as ever.

And we're also going to see that partnership at work this
week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan
guarantees to aid Israel's government in welcoming its
immigrants. And I know I can count on the support of every one
in this room to make sure that this proposal becomes law. / And
don't let any Member of Congress tell you we can't afford to do
this. We can -- and we must. //

And today, I ask you: Take that message to Capitol Hill.

And believe me, I know that you will. //

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to reach
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkport
last month. He outlined for me the new Israeli government's new

priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and stood
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determined to avoid steps that -ould hamper progress toward
peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be
able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the
same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both'deserve our
full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.

As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire
range of issues affecting stability in the Middle East. I know
Prime Minister Rabin shares this commitment. And let me
emphasize this point: There will be no surprises.

Our support for Israel and itslsecurity is not simply a

policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister Rabin

and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a shared
commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a solid
commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one specially
built to endure.

This relationship is important -- especially now, as we
enter a new era of uncertainty. O0ld empires are dying and new
nations being born. This is a time when a nation needs to know
who it can count on. Israel has a stability of purpose -- a

strength of spirit that has seen it through dark days. We know:



10

Israel will be there for us. Just as we will always be there for
Israel. // |

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. America will have disagreements with Israel -- just as
we sometimes disagree with Canada and France and Germany and
Britain. Those differences are signs of the durability of our
relationship -- of the democratic bonds we share. The point is
this: These are disagreements between friends and I emphasize
that word, friends.

(There may even be issues where you and I will take opposing
sides. And things may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be
exchanged. // 1In the past, some remarks of mine -- remarks made
at a press conference -- were misinterpreted. I have gone on the
record expressing my regret for any pain this may have caused.
Again I make it clear, I support, I endorse, and I deeply believe
in the God-given right of every American to promote what they
believe. It is your right as an individual. 1It's more than a
right. It's your duty as an American citizen.) //

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how
to disagree. The way democracies engage in debate is not without
consequence -- it is a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly
need to tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As
my friend Abe Foxman of the Anti-Defamation League has pointed
out, to accuse those who may come to different conclusions on one
or another public issue of harboring anti-semitism is to cheapen

the term. That is dangerous. That is deeply wrong. And when
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those words, without justice, have been aimed at me -- I can tell
you: They cut to the heart. //

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come together at a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And
Arab-Israeli peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too
about the identity of that new President -- there I go again
sounding like Harry Truman. / But, let me leave you with this.
However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will
not change.

You are members of a community that has a long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposition to anti-semitism and
the ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for
stalwart support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that on all these issues, I am proud
to stand with you. //

Thank you. May God bless the state of Israel -- and may God

bless the United States of America.

# # #
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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. ]

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across
continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men and women
now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of
economic competition that America simply must and will win. We
must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and
foreign policies. 1In our world today, these three topics have
become one issue. In order to prevail, the United States must be
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower -- an
export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than the
GNP. Our strength as a people cannot only be measured by per

capita income. The state of our American union reflects not

simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our

society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
natural tragedies like Hurricane Andrew -- in the face of all-

too-human tragedies of hate and unreason and violence. This is
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culture and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have
served as the nation's conscience. And part of America's
conscience must always be to fight anti-semitism wherever and
whenever it appears.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that
anti-semitism is history, but it is not. Not when there are hate
crimes here and brown shirts abroad. And let's call the thing by
its right name -- not neo-Nazis, but Nazis. That's a sorry
commentary on human nature.

And let's all be clea;:‘7Neither Jew nor Gentile?ygs safe so

kb“do?fl long as anti—semitism_ﬁostgng

But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate Crimes

Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter. And I

give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost, here and

B Hwiee
Delefe.

one .

Kauchman

abroad, so that this prejudice is finally / finally, finally,
anished from the human heart.!
But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.
// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate
Crimes Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter.

And I give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost,
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here and abroad, so that this prejudice is finally, finally,
finally, banished from the human heart!

In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten

the basic principle upon which the United States is founded.
They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béing,
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And because
of that powerful belief in basic humanity, nothing is more sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.

In the words of George Washington, whose letter we
rededicate today: "...the government of the United States...
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance....
While everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and
figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." And here's
the difference, the vital difference between this American creed
and others. Because for us that freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is
a fundamental human right. //

Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that
people in our time are demanding and getting those rights they
have been denied so long. And changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by that
I mean just plain old fashioned miraculous.

Just think about it. Just a few years ago, who would have
thought we would no longer live under the threat of nuclear
conflagration? Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?
And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
Even in the Middle East, events have defied all the predictions.
For today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

Israel and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,

Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
face #H Fce all fgelhen., aemss a #lbfe
half a century they had not met outside the ba¥tlefield. But for ((‘am

at once. (Kavfman) DaLm&,ﬁ?ﬂﬁ’
the first time they came togetherApot to fight -- but to talk. notfe —

ﬁJLun r—

¢£UQMuaP

but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine /spx

Fachal

reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by O@uﬂWB

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,

treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction

-- to great works rather than great wars.

Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way =-- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's
relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only
help in bringing about an environment conducive for negotiation
and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billion people =--
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has
created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new
economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates in the former Soviet Union and rescue Ethiopian Jews. Now
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women and children who only
a few years ago lived in fear or neglect in the Soviet Union or
Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to live, work and worship as
their heart tells them they must.

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the in-gathering of Jews
into Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided

Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping

Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of whch
every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the chips were down, when
Israel and many other countries were threatened by the most

brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.
Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to power
and aggression were not caused by the United States.

We were not the reason Saddam Hussein was on the verge of
acquiring nuclear weapons. We were not the reason Saddam Hussein
had 5000 tanks =-- or 5000 pieces of artillery =-- or the 4th
largest army in the world. This was his own doing.

And whatever differences I had with my critics -- and with
some would-be revisionists who want to rewrite history -- cannot

obscure this fact: After August 2, while my critics stood by and

second guessed -- I acted to take care of that threat.
Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the

counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we would be if we had
someone in the Oval Office who would have mattered -- who would
have wavered and wanted to have it both ways. Where would we be?
I'll tell you: We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a
choke-hold on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening
Israel's very existence. 1Israel's very survival would be at
stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chance
to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,

the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
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target the innocent. The proliferation of conventional arms as
well as weapons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the
region's future; Iraq's Saddam Hussein, however much weaker and
defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resists the will of
the international community. The need for Israel to remain
strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a
defensive capability against missile attack. The importance of
that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason
that I've proposed to Israel that it participate in our
development of a global protection system! So, the need for US-
Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation remains stronger
than ever.
And we're also going to see that partnership at work this

week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan
guarantees to aid Israel's government in the absorption of these This

/S Is

QA Sore
Spot-

becaus e o
I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to reach'iz;ﬁii
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkport '(@k$7'

CKaudinan

last month. He outlined for me the new Israeli government's new -

newcomers. -

priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and
determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward
peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be
able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the

same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.

As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves iﬁ agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire
range of issues affecting stability in the Middle East. I know
the Prime Minister shares this commitment. And let me emphasize
this point: There will be no surprises.

I pledge to you that we will work hard to keep any divide to
a minimum. Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a
shared commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a
shared commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one specially
built to endure.

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. Even democratic governments like Israel and the United
States disagree. But here's the point: These are disagreements
between friends and I emphasize that word, friends.

There may even be issues where you and I will take opposing
sides. And things may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be
exchanged. // 1In the past, some remarks of mine were
misinterpreted. I have gone on the record expressing my sorrow

for any pain this may have caused and I'll go on the record again
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-- right here and now again. But let me also express the hope
that some of the critics who've been a little quick to use words
like "anti-semitism" will also rethink what they've said.

Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorse, and I
deeply believe in the God-given right of every American to
promote what they believe. It is your right as an individual.
It's more than a right. It's a duty as an American citizen. //

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how
to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not
careless, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need to
tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to accuse those who may come to
different conclusions on one or another public issue of harboring
anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. That
is deeply wrong. And when those words, without justice, have
been aimed at me -- I can tell you: They cut to the heart. //

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come,9f$;£ a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And Israeli
peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too
about the identity of that new President -- so there I go again
in the Harry Truman mode. But, let me leave you with this.

However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will
not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposing anti-semitism and the
ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart
support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that aon all these issues, I am proud
to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.
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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. ]

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across
continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men and women
now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of
economic competition that America simply must and will win. We

must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and

foreign policies. 1In our world today, these three topics have

become one issue. 1In order to prevail, the United States must be
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower =-- an
export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than the
GNP. Our strength as a people cannot only be measured by per
capita income. The state of our American union reflects not

simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our

society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
natural tragedies like Hurricane Andrew -- in the face of all-

too-human tragedies of hate and unreason and violence. This is
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.
This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culture and creed

our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all

about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have ‘o Threa
served as the nation's conscience. And part qz‘eﬂzf'ca's - Tre v;?
) ./" e ‘ dice W
conscience must always be to fngf:;ntl-semltlsm herg$£% %nidiéifng:ia
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But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate Crimes

Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter. And I

give you this ple
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here and abrgad, ‘so that i$ prejudice is \fiflally, finally,

finally, Panished from tWe Human heart!

—— iy
In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice’ mock and threaten

=

the basic princip ~§on which the United States is founded.

They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béing,
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And because

of that powerful belief in basic humanity, nothing is more sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.

In the words of George Washington, whose letter we
rededicate today: "...the government of the United States...
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance....
While everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and

figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." And here's

{,\,w(' seh o
the difference, the vital dlfferegce betwééﬁ\thggvAmerlcan cree?:> 27

/ [fbxa
y// and_otl or us freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is

a_ fundamental human pight./)// |

{ Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that

people in our time are demanding and getting those rights they
have been denied so long.CEgnd changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by tha

I mean just plaln old fashloned mlraculous.) aw
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conflagration? Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?
And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
Even in the Middle East, events have defied all the predictions.
For today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

Israel and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
half a century they had not met outside the battlefield. But for
the first time they came together not to fight -- but to talk.

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction

-- to great works rather than great wars.

Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way -- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's
relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only
help in bringing about an environment conducive for negotiation
and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. 1If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billion people =--
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has
created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new
economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates in the former Soviet Union and rescue Ethiopian Jews. Now
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women and children who only
a few years ago lived in fear or neglect in the Soviet Union or
Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to live, work and worship as
their heart tells them they must.

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the in-gathering of Jews
into Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided

Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping

Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of whch

every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the chips were dQ::TL:;znA

\ L
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brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold

War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.

Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to power

{
and aggression were not caused by the United States. o
Wa ded net avun hiva ner  assist ja s drive for noclear weapuns, ame {f
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acquir%@gvguclear weapons. We were not the reason Saddam Hussein

had 5000 tanks —-Kéf 5000 pieces of éfﬁilleré]—- or the 4th 1

i
largest army in the world. This-was-his—-own doing. j
And whatever differences I had with my critics =-- and with

some_would-be revisionists who-want-teo-rewrite-hist

V/pry =="cannot
' sSome |
obscurewthis-facfgj/K%ter August 2, while(my—esé@ées stood by and %ij>

we revevse &35ression avel df"““'/’””{"} redvee the |
second guessed -- ¥ acted to,take care of-that threat.

/raf/ Hoed d,

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where

o
; : . ap/’""
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the St
counsel of my critics. [éFK yourself where we would be if we had WZ/DLé

e
someone in the Oval Office who would bjuﬂzh

have wavered and wanted to have it both ways./ Where would we be? F‘dwjg
I'll tell you:

We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a

choke-hold on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening

Israel's very existence. Israel's very survival would be at

stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chance

to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,

the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
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5 - / ,
target the innocent. TﬁeAﬁfoliferation ofgégnxggriona;‘aﬁﬁé_as__/
mel;—ﬁgf%éébons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the
region's future; Iraqg's Saddam'Hussein, however much weaker and
defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resists the will of
the international community. The need for Israel to remain
strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a
defensive capability against missile attack. The importance of
that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason
that I've proposed to Israel that it participate in our
development of a global protection system! So, the need for US-

€A po
Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation(rekgzgé stronqgg.ao,una.
ers

And we're also going to see that partnership at work this
week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan
guarantees to aid Israel's government in the absorption of these
newcomers. And I know I can count on the support of every one in
this room to make sure that this proposal becomes law.

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to reach
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkport
last month. He outlined for me the new Israeli government's new
priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and
determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward
peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be
able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the

same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.
As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in-agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire

range of issues affecting stability in the Middle East. I know

the Prime Minister shares this commitment. And—tet—me—emphasise

X A;jf,
we will worK hard to eep any divide to ol
eepany Pt

Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a
shared commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a
shared commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one specially
built to endure.

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. Even democratic(governments like Israel and the United
States disagree. But here's the point: These are disagreements

between friends and I emphasize that word, friends.

There may even be issues where you and I will take opposingth
sides. Yépd things may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be 09
exchangeéj} // In the past, some remarks of mine were

misinterpreted. I have gone on the record expressing my sorrow

for any pain this may have caused and I'll go on the record again
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-- right here and now ageriir. e\also express the Rope N b ons
that some of the critigs w
like " i it ill also rethink what they've said.
Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorse, and I
deeply believe in the God-given right of every American to
promote what they believe. It is your right as an individual.
It's more than a right. 1It's a duty as an American citizen. //
But let me also say that it is important that we learn how
to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not v/
irrelevant
, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need to
tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to accuse those who may come to
different conclusions on one or another public issue of harboring
anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. That

is deeply wrong. And when those words, without justice, have

been aimed at me -- I can tell you: They cut to the heart. /

let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.

blessed time. The Cold War is over. A dk;érael'

have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year

democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too

p o
about the identity of that new President -- so there I go again
in the Harry Truman mode. But, let me leave you with this.
. o . v’
However it turns out, ,commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the worldbwill V/
not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for[EP os1?gZant1-sem1tlsm and the
ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart
support for America's close fri nd\ nd ally, Israel.
v

And, let me simply say th ﬂo all these issues, I am proud

to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.
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be here with you today.
anl\ltvn;cu\,culcllyao J —

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across
continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men and women
now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of
economic competition that America simply must and will win. We

must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and

foreign policies. In our world today, these three topics have

become one issue. In order to prevail, the United States must be
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower =-- an
export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than the
GNP. Our strength as a people cannot only be measured by per
capita income. The state of our American union reflects not
simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our
society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
natural tragedies like Hurricane Andrew -- in the face of all-

too-human tragedies of hate and unreason and violence. This is
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culture and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have
served as the nation's conscience. And part of AmeriZa's
conscience must always be to fight anti-semitism wherever and
whenever it appears.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that
anti-semitism is history, but it is not. Not when there are hate
crimes here and brown shirts abroad. And let's call the thing by
its right name -- not neo-Nazis, but Nazis. That's a sorry
commentary on human nature.

And let's all be clear: Neither Jew nor Gentiles is safe so
long as anti-semitism fosters.

But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate Crimes
Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter. And I
give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost, here and
abroad, so that this prejudice is finally / finally, finally,
banished from the human’heart.l / E—

But we're not helpiégg. And/we're

// In this country, we Qi;lﬁéégressiv
Crimes Act to bring to justiggg;hose who

And I give you this pledge;’ I wil; cont \
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here and abroad, so that this prejudice is finally, finally,
finally, banished from the human heart!

In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten
the basic principle upon which the United States is founded.
They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béing,
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And because
of that powerful belief in basic humanity, nothing i;rmore sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.
In the words of George Washington, whose 1:ff°tm”°

rededicate today: "...the government of th ¥,p¥:ﬁ A COMNAU

gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecutio 4 v O R\nhoae

While everyone shall sit in safety under hi

o

figtree, and there shall be none to make hi
the difference, the vital difference betwee
and others. Because for us that freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted orlwithheld -- it is

a_fundamental human right. // e

Let's take heart that this & |Inc. &I PSraNoy that
people in our time are demandinti} kot f M y
have been denied so long. And «? ‘ |  ; ‘ so
fast that I say they are nothin<‘k~}l' ”“‘;\ I‘ hat

I mean just plain old fashioned

Just think about it. Just | - 2.4 e
thought we would no longer live = “0[>¢ i &
U e i { !
conflagration? Who would have t ; il o an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would !
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?
And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
Even in the Middle East, events have defied all the bredictions.
For today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

Israel and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There, B
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
half a century they had not met outside the battlefield. But for
the first time they came together not to fight -- but to talk.

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction
-- to great works rather than great wars.
Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way -- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's
relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only
help in bringing about an environment conducive for negotiation
and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billiég people --
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has

created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new

economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of Vf}jﬁf“ﬂf_“f‘:
gates in the former Soviet Union and re |
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, wo .
a few years ago lived in fear or neglec
Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to 1li 2o
their heart tells them they must.

Persuading parties to talk peace /
international isolation / assisting in ’
into Israel: These are the three great ‘ [‘
Israel from its founding. And we didn': |
Israel in these areas -- we delivered.
every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the
Israel and many other countries were thi 7/

brutal aggression, America was there. |
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.
Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to power
and aggression were not caused by the United States.

We were not the reason Saddam Hussein was on the verge of
acquiring nuclear weapons. We were not the reason Saddam Hussein
had 5000 tanks =-- or 5000 pieces of artillery -- or t;e 4th
largest army in the world. This was his own doing.

And whatever differences I had with my critics -- and with
some would-be revisionists who want to rewrite history -- cannot
obscure this fact: After August 2, while my critics stood by and
second guessed -- I acted to take care of that threat.

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the
counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we would be if we had
someone in the Oval Office who would have mattered -- who would
have wavered and wanted to have it both ways. Where would we be?
I'll tell you: We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a
choke-hold on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening
Israel's very existence. Israel's very survival would be at
stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chance
to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,

the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
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target the innocent. The broliferation of conventional arms
well as weapons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the

region's future; Iraq's Saddam Hussein, however much weaker a
defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resisté the wil
the international community. The need for Israel to remain
strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a
defensive capability against missile attack. The imégrtance
that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason

that I've proposed to Israel that it participate in our

development of a global protection system! So, the need for

Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation remains strongér

than ever.

And we're also going to see that partnership at work thil

week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to tWe

Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan

guarantees to aid Israel's government in the absorption of thtse
n

newcomers. And I know I can count on the support of every o
this room to make sure that this proposal becomes law.

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to r
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkp
" last month. He outlined fdi me the new Israeli government's
priorities; committed to investing in Israel itself, and

determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward

peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will bL
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able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the

same time.  Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.

As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire
range of issues affecting stability in the Middle Ea;;. I know
the Prime Minister shares this commitment. And let me emphasize
this point: There will be no surprises.

I pledge to you that we will work hard to keep any divide to
a minimum. Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a

) democracy and common values, as well as a

» Israel's security, including its qualitative

[ - 1s a special relationship, one specially
' will be times when we disagree. Even friends
oel\e e
o . cratic governments like Israel and the United
SOMNE_ Hriang )
<72V t here's the point: These are disagreements

I emphasize that word, friends.

oe issues where you and I w111 take opp051ng

e e e it

sides. | And thlngs may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be (
i

exchanged. j// In the past, some remarks of mine were

mlslnterpreted. I have gone on the record expressing my sorrow

for any pain this may have caused and I'll go on the record again
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-- right here and now again. But let me also express the hope
that some of the critics who've been a little quick to use words
like "anti-semitism" will also rethink what they've said.

Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorse, and I
deeply believe in the God-given right of every American to
promote what they believe. It is your right as an individual.
It's more than a right. It's a duty as an American chizen. //

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how
to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not
careless, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need to
tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to accuse those who may come to
different conclusions on one or another public issue of harboring
anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. That
is deeply wrong. And when those words, without justice, have
been aimed at me -- I can tell you: They cut to the heart. //

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come of at a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And Israeli
peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too
about the identity of that new President -- so there I go again
in the Harry Truman mode. But, let me leave you with this.

However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will

not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposing anti-semitism and the

ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart

support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that aon all these issues, I am proud

to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.
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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. ]

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across
continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men and women
now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of
economic competition that America simply must and will win. We

must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and

foreign policies. 1In our world today, these three topics have

become one issue. 1In order to prevail, the United States must be
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower -- an

export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than the

oDV b 80005 #ry SEEUICES. /5 M
GN-P-K Our strength as a people £anne i > measuregf.gyz{)er

capita income. The state of ounion reflects not

simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our

society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culturé and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have
served as the nation's conscience. And part of America's
conscience must always be to fight anti-semitism wherever and
whenever it appears.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that

anti-semitism is historxj-bgi/it is not. Not when there are hate

crimes here and brown shirts abroad. Aﬂd—%e%*s—ea&&égggzggégé}by
Ly ot Nazis—butNazis—F) ,
commentary -on—human nature.

+~ Neither Jew nor Gentilez/is safe so

) o Alexs/s7s
long as anti-semitism festers.

HOEE AT HomiE WE BOE WD AT woll,
Ré—wetre

. e .
ggressively em oy'( the Hate Crimes

/1

Act to bring to justice those who traffic in th gutter. And I

give—yeou—this pledge{b FwiHl continue to do my utmost, here and
abroad, so that this prejudice is finally / finally, finally,
banished from the human heart.!
- Te doing s
/L In—tehi — 13 - : ,
Cmes——ACt—tQ—brmg—-to—W i ; i ST WHU traffic t“ the gutter?
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here—and—abread;—sothat—this prejudice—ts—£inally,—£inally,
fipally—banished frem—the—humam heartt-

In—the—end, gnti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten
the basic principle upon which the United States is founded.

They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béin%f
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And gecause
of that powerful belieﬁ;' i i nothing is more sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.

In the words of George Washington, whose letter we
rededicate today: "...the government of the United States...
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance....
While everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and
figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." And here's
the difference, the vital difference between this American creed
and others. Beeause gpr us that freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is
a fundamental human right. //

Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that
people in our time are demanding and getting these rights they
have been denied so long. And changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by that
I mean just plain old fashioned miraculous.

Just think about it. Just a few years ago, who would have
thought we would no longer live under the threat of nuclear
cengggéfatinnE Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?

/,~ ) And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.

the Middle East, events have defied all the predictions.
today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

IsraeX and her neighbors.

SomE  schsESTED
You—may—reeall-—we—were-told we couldn't succeed -- we

couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For nearly
half a century they had not met outside the battlefield. But for
the first time they came together not to fight -- but to talk.

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce,
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -
- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction

-- to great works rather than great wars.

Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid|are

mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

" has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and

effort and courage and trust. But there is Cclearly a way -- gnd

increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken |by

Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for

Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt'ﬁ

invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make

his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's

relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.

Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only

help in bringing about an environment‘conducive for negotiatio#

-

and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-

standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her

neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it %as

right to do so. If you do not talk -- You can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.

’
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the-first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billion people --
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has
created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new
economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates in the former Soviet Union and rescue Ethiopian Jews. Now
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women and children who only
a few years ago lived in fear or neglect in the Soviet Union or

Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to live, work and worship as
AteolorVb 70 7 DICTRIES of THELL Cor/Sclen/cE .

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the énjg. hering of Jews
70 [
inte Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided

Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping

Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of whch

every American can be proud.

Z fom plod 7T
we . yhen the chips were down, when

Israel and many other countries were threatened by the most

brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold

. /S
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam ~-—that'ls over,, £ee-

Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to powér

and aggression were not caused by the United States.

We were not the reason Saddam Hussein was on the verge of
acquiring nuclear weapons. We were not the reason Saddam Huss
had 5000 tanks -- or 5000 pieces of artillery -- or the 4th
largest army in the world. This was his own doing.

And whatever differences I had with my critics -- and wit

Lh
some would-be revisionists who want to rewrite history -- cannot

obscure this fact: After August 2, while my critiecs stood by
second guessed -~ I acted to take care of that threat.

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- wher
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the
counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we would be if we h
someone in the Ovai Office who would have mattered -- who woul
have wavered and wanted to have it both ways. Where would we
I'll tell you: We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a
choke-hoid on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening
Israel's very existence. Israel's very survival would be at
stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chanc
to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

weii: Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because

America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeeb,

the world -~ is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue

ein
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target the innocent. The proliferation of conventional arms as

well as weapons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the

region's future; Iraq's Saddam Hussein, however much weaker and

defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resists the will of

the international community. The need for Israel to remain

strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a

defensive capability against missile attack. The importance of

that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason

that I've proposed to Israel that it pafticipate in our

development of a global protection system! So, the need for Us-

Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation remains stronger

than ever.

And we're also going to see that partnership at work this
week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
cOngreés legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan
guarantees to aid Israel's government in the ‘absorption of the
newcomérs. 'ﬁﬁé’& know I can count on the.support of every one
this room to make sure that this proposal becomes law.

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to re
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkpd
last month. He oﬁtlined for me the new Israeli government's n
priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and
determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward
peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be

able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and tﬂ

:Se

in

ach
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same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.
As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full

consultations between\Qhe United States and Israel on the entire

\\

range of issues ‘Epégility in the Middle East. I know
Ay ]
+he Prime Minis eqrshar s this commitment. And let me emphasize

this point: The 111 be no surprises.

I pledge to you that we will work hard to keep any}ggEZ§ZQ€6
a minimum. Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a
shared commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a
shared commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one speeially<—
built to endure.

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. Even democratic governments like Israel and the United
States disagree. But here's the point: These are disagreements
between friends and I emphasize that word, friends.

There may even be issues where you and I will take opposing

sides. And—things—may-—get—het—and—werds, hurtful words, may be

exchanged. // 1In the past, some remarks of mine were

Avbercey

— -
misinterpreted. I have exXpressing my SOrrow

for any pain this may have caused, and—I'11—go—on—the-—recerd—again.

%
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——right—here—amtrmow—again. But igt me also express the hope
that some of the critics who've been a—%tittle quick to use words
like "anti-semitism" will also rethink what they've said.
Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorsé, and I

deeply believe in the God-given right of every American to

promote what they believe. It—is your right-as—an—individual.
Hts—more—than—a—right. It's—aduty-as-an-American—citizen. //

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how

| SR

to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not
careless, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need to
tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to accuse those who may come to
different conclusions on one or another public issue of harboring

anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. That

is deeply wrong. And—wherm those-—werds,—without—justice,—have rJO
been—arimed—at—me———I-can—tell—your—TFhey cut—to—the—heart. //

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the future.
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come of at a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And Israeli
peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimistic too
about the identity of that new President [~- so there I go again
in the Harry Truman mode;} But, let me leave you with this.

However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will
not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith stands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposing anti-semitism and the
ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart
support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that aon all these issues, I am proud
to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.
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It is a great honor to be here with you today.
[Acknowledgements. ]

We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe, across

continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions_of men and wagmen

now celebrate a new birth of freedom -- a new world of hope.

With change comes new challenges. For America, the end of
the Cold War means the beginning of a new era -- a new era of
economic competition that America simply must and will win. We
must recognize the new reality about domestic, economic and

foreign policies. In our world today, these three topics have

become one issue. In order to prevail, the United States must
not only a military superpower, but an economic superpower -- |a
export superpower as well. //

Yet you and I both know that America is about more than th
GNP. Our strength as a people cannot 6nly be measured by per
capita income. The state of our American union reflects not
simply the productivity of our economy but the character of our
society: How well we care for one another, in the wake of
natural tragedies like Hurricane Andrew -- in the face of all-

too-human tragedies of hate and unreason and violence. This ik

be

n

e.
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what defines us. This is the true measure of what America means,
to ourselves -- to the world.

This willingness to reach out, to help those in need -- to
recognize across all the divides of color and culture and creed
our shared human spirit -- this is what B'Nai B'rith is all
about. For 150 years, the members of this organization have
served as the nation's conscience. And part of America's
conscience must always be to fight anti-semitism wherever and
whenever it appears.

I wish that I could stand before you today and say that
anti-semitism is history, but it is not. Not when there are hate
crimes here and brown shirts abroad. And let's call the thing by
its right name -- not neo-Nazis, but Nazis. That's a sorry
commentary on human nature.

And let's all be clear: Neither Jew nor Gentiles is safe so
long as anti-semitism fosters.

| But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.

// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate Crimes
Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter. And I

give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost, here and

abroad, so that this prejudice is finally / finally, finally,

banished from the human heart.!
But we're not helpless. And we're doing something about it.
// In this country, we will aggressively employ the Hate
Crimes Act to bring to justice those who traffic in the gutter.

And I give you this pledge: I will continue to do my utmost,
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here and abroad, so that this prejudice is finally, finally,
finally, banished from the human heart!

In the end, anti-semitism and prejudice mock and threaten

the basic principle upon which the United States is founded.
They mock our belief in individual rights and in the human béing,
created as the Bible tells us, in the image of God. And because
of that powerful belief in basic humanity, nothing is more sacred
to Americans than the principle of religious liberty.

In the words of George Washington, whose letter we
rededicate today: "...the government of the United States...
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance....
While everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and
figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." And here's
the difference, the vital difference between this American creed
and others. Because for us that freedom of religion is no gift
of government -- no privilege to be granted or withheld -- it is
a fundamental human right. //

Let's take heart that this American creed is spreading, that
people in our time are demanding and getting those rights they
have been denied so long. And changes in our world have come so
fast that I say they are nothing short of Biblical -- and by that
I mean just plain old fashioned miraculous.

Just think about it. Just a few years ago, who would have
thought we would no longer live under the threat of nuclear
conflagration? Who would have thought the scarring symbol of an

era -- the Berlin Wall -- would be found only in museums and
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chipped into paperweights? Above all, who would have predicted
the Soviet Union would be found only in the pages of history?
And know this: the miracles aren't only confined to Europe.
Even in the Middle East, events have defied all the predictions.
For today, direct, bilateral talks are taking place between

Israel and her neighbors.

You may recall we were told we couldn't succeed -- we
couldn't bring the parties together. But we did.

I want to dwell for a moment on this breakthrough, because I
know it matters deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take you
back nearly a year ago to another hall, in Madrid. There,
gathered around the table were representatives of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestinians -- and Israel. For near‘l)cll‘cx_osS &

half a century they had not metAoutside the battlefield. But for

at once ~

the first time they came togetherAnot to fight -- but to talk. (CM;*P?S"“
: (4

Then, as now, the goal is not just a ceasefire or a truce, q%;g&#n

. Sloke
but peace, real peace. Not simply the end of war -- but genuine ‘3ﬁ$~aﬁ
reconciliation. A peace both broad and deep, a peace codified by
treaties, and given life by trade and tourism, by open borders -

- the fabric of peace knit together even more tightly by the
simple human contact of peoples who've known each other far too
long as enemies. A comprehensive peace, rooted in Security

Council Resolutions 242 and 338. A peace that at long last will

allow the peoples of the Middle East to turn their energies,
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their resources, their lives to creation rather than destruction
-- to great works rather than great wars.
Today, as we speak, the parties that met first at Madrid are
mid-way through the sixth round of bilateral negotiations. There

has been progress. Delegations are exchanging not only

handshakes, but for the first time -- written proposals. Public
posturing has decreased -- and meaningful private dialogue has
increased.

Of course, major hurdles remain. It will take time and
effort and courage and trust. But there is clearly a way -- and
increasingly, a will.

The evidence is mounting: The many positive steps taken by
Israel's new government that improve day-to-day life for
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about peace -- Egypt's
invitation that made it possible for Prime Minister Rabin to make
his first trip outside Israel to an Arab country -- Syria's
relaxation of travel restrictions affecting its Jewish citizens.
Further gestures, such as an end to the Arab boycott, can only
help in bringing about an environment conducive for negotiation
and reconciliation.

I am proud of the role we've played in breaking the long-
standing taboo against direct talks between Israel and her
neighbors. Israel sought direct talks for 43 years -- and it was
right to do so. 1If you do not talk -- you can have no hope of

making peace. Now, there is such a hope.
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I'm also proud of what we have done to end Israel's
diplomatic isolation internationally. Thanks to our efforts, we
succeeded -- after 17 years -- in getting the UN General Assembly
to repeal what should never have been enacted in the first place.

Zionism is not racism -- not before / not now / not ever. //

And thanks to our efforts, China and India and Turkey and
many other nations -- countries representing 2 billion people --
now have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Already this has
created not only greater contact for Israel worldwide, but new
economic opportunities.

And I know this audience knows of our efforts to open the
gates in the former Soviet Union and rescue Ethiopian Jews. Now
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women and children who only
a few years ago lived in fear or neglect in the Soviet Union or
Ethiopia now live in Israel, free to live, work and worship as
their heart tells them they must.

Persuading parties to talk peace / ending Israel's
international isolation / assisting in the in-gathering of Jews
into Israel: These are the three great aims that have guided

Israel from its founding. And we didn't just talk about helping

Israel in these areas -- we delivered. That's a fact of whch
every American can be proud.

And here's another fact. When the chips were down, when
Israel and many other countries were threatened by the most

brutal aggression, America was there. We stopped Saddam Hussein.
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And that terrible time when the world feared that the Cold
War would be replaced by a new age of Saddam -- that's over, too.

Let's recall some simple facts. Saddam Hussein's rise to power

and aggression were not caused by the United States.

aequiséaq—auelaax—weapea%} We were not the reason Saddam Hussein
had 5000 tanks -- or 5000 pieces of artillery -- or the 4th

largest army in the world. This was his own doing.

And whatever differences I had with my critics -- and with
some would-be revisionists who want to rewrite history -- cannot

obscure this fact: After August 2, while my critics stood by and
second guessed -- I acted to take care of that threat.

Ask yourself where the Middle East would be today -- where
Israel's security would be today -- if we had followed the
counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we would be if we had
someone in the Oval Office who would have mattered -- who would
have wavered and wanted to have it both ways. Where would we be?
I'll tell you: We'd be facing a nuclear-armed Iraq, with a
choke-hold on the world's oil supplies -- and threatening
Israel's very existence. 1Israel's very survival would be at
stake -- and we'd be talking about whether there was any chance
to avoid nuclear Armageddon in the Middle East.

Well, Desert Storm swept away that nightmare and because of
America's courage today, we see the dawn of peace.

There is still work to be done. The Middle East -- indeed,

the world -- is still a dangerous place. Terrorists continue to
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target the innocent. The proliferation of conventional arms as
well as weapons of mass destruction casts a cloud over the
region's future; Iraq's Saddam Hussein, however much weaker and
defeated, still brutalizes his own people and resists the will of
the international community. The need for Israel to remain
strong is beyond question, and it clearly includes having a
defensive capability against missile attack. The importance of
that was demonstrated by the Gulf War. And that's the reason
that I've proposed to Israel that it participate in our
development of a global protection system! So, the need for US-
Israeli strategic partnership and cooperation remains stronger
than ever.

And we're also going to see that partnership at work this
week. Because I am happy to tell you that I am sending to the
Congress legislation requesting up to $10 billion in loan

guarantees to aid Israel's government in the absorption of these -ﬁApP“
O~
GUVQK

newcomers.

oo
I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and I were able to rek;kcfw
an understanding on loan guarantees when we met in Kennebunkport

last month. He outlined for me the new Israeli government's new
priorities, committed to investing in Israel itself, and

determined to avoid steps that could hamper progress toward

peace. I share that commitment. And, as a result, we will be

able to promote peace and welcome new immigrants at one and the

same time. Both are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve our
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full support. It was important not to choose between them, and I
am glad that we are now in a position to promote both objectives.

As for the future, I am confident that on most issues, on
most occasions, we and Israel will find ourselves in agreement.
I, for one, am committed to revitalizing the tradition of full
consultations between the United States and Israel on the entire
range of issues affecting stability in the Middle East. I know
the Prime Minister shares this commitment. And let me emphasize
this point: There will be no surprises.

I pledge to you that we will work hard to keep any divide to
a minimum. Our support for Israel and its security is not simply
a policy. It is a principle. As I said after Prime Minister
Rabin and I met in Maine, this is a relationship based on a
shared commitment to democracy and common values, as well as a
shared commitment to Israel's security, including its qualitative
military edge. This is a special relationship, one specially
built to endure.

No doubt there will be times when we disagree. Even friends
disagree. Even democratic governments like Israel and the United
States disagree. But here's the point: These are disagreements
between friends and I emphasize that word, friends.

There may even be issues where you and I will take opposing
sides. And things may get hot and words, hurtful words, may be
exchanged. // 1In the past, some remarks of mine were
misinterpreted. I have gone on the record expressing my sorrow

for any pain this may have caused and I'll go on the record again
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-- right here and now again. But let me also express the hope

that some of the critics who've been a little quick to use worxds

like "anti-semitism" will also rethink what they've said.
Let's be clear about this: I support, I endorse, and I

deeply believe in the God—given'right of every American to

promoté what. they believe. It is your right as an individual.

It's more than a right. It's a duty as an American citizen.

But let me also say that it is important that we learn how

to disagree. How a debate is conducted in a democracy is not

careless, it's a mark of civility and freedom. I hardly need |to

tell anyone in this room just what anti-semitism is. As my
friend Abe Foxman pointed out, to aécuse those who ﬁay come to
different conclusions on one or'énother public issue of harborx
anti-semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dangerous. Tha
is_deeply wrong. And when those words, without justice, have
been aimed at me -- I can tell you: They cut to the heart. /

But let's put all of this aside now and look to the futur
I've talked to you here about my optimism for that future. We
come of at a blessed time. The Cold War is over. And Israeli
peace talks have begun.

There is another reason to be optimistic. The American
‘people will soon exercise their unbroken two hundred year
democratic right to elect a President. And I'm optimiétic too
about the identity of that new Presidéntr—- so there‘I go agail
in the Harry Truman mode. But, let me leave you with this.

However it turns out, commitment to freedom and democracy, to
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tolerance and opportunity in America and around the world will
not change.

You are members of a community that has long and great
tradition of political participation. B'nai B'rith étands for
opportunity, for tolerance, for opposing anti-semitism and the
ugly face of hate in all its forms. You stand too for stalwart
support for America's close friend and ally, Israel.

And, let me simply say that aon all these issues, I am proud
to stand with you.

Thank you -- and may God bless the United States of America.



