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ovost/Bunton

Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

ou-might
‘::6f”ﬂﬁ€rtca~are‘thewsti;; the most

Today is Labor Day -- the day we honor American workers.. . _
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. productlve wuzkers in the’world.
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I want to talk to you about a problem that affects you
and every other worker -- our crazy, out-of control - legal
system.

A serious discussion about legal reform may seem a little
odd as a topic for a picnic. But I think you deserve more than
talk from your political leaders =-- you need answers. Answers to
the most pressing question before America today -- how can we
guarantee that we will remain not just a military superpower --
but an expqort superpower, and an economic superpower.//

As I see it, our current legal system is a roadblock that
must be cleared from‘the path of\emerlca S economic progress.

Let me starg by talk é%ggg/d/fagpﬁs American enfgfcer of
justice. I don't mean Oliver Wendal Holmes or o X

mean someone more famous than that”J I mean -- Hulk Hogan.//
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My grandkids tell me that in his movie last year =-- Hulk
Hogan was confronted with the predictable crop of bad guys. Only
the bad guys refused to fight Hulk. Instead they said, "this is
the nineties -- we're not going to fight you. We are going to
sue you." V/}

S UM §

I fear that one statement, semes up a lot of what is
troubling America today.

Pick up the newspaper, the stories roll out at you.

Like by now/g;;gsé\zhs/story about the basketball referee,
who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-Iowa
basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that much demand. So what did the company do? They sued the
referee. Sound crazy? It took two years, and a lot of money,
before the case was dismissed by the State Supreme Court.

Are these crazy legal stories just intended to give us
something to make our friends chuckle at backyard barbecues. I

don't think so. It's much more serious than that.

Look around here in Wisconsin, right here in Waukesha.

/4A4V Anybody here cheer r the football Spartans -- of East

/Aﬁ
{

/ /‘/
U

1/,"1/\1

Brookfield High School // I'm told Coach Jack Perry and¢ﬂls team
now pay almost $150 bucks for every football helmet --(they/years
ago they paid about a third of that. Why the price increase?
Because over the past 18 years, 18 American companies have
stopped selling football helmets -- because they can't afford the

insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back to the days of
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Jim Thorpe -- en people played football without helmets. 1Is

that progress?)

The legal crisis“\has crept into every corner of our lives. “f Aﬁuﬂp

Try signing up for mountain climbing at the Waukesha School

district physical education’class. Sorry, they can't afford the{ / \l,;;

Pl
insurance. Try finding a trampoline in a local school. Try

taking a kid on a bike or canoe ip -- sorry again. //
//”'But you don't just have to go o a school -- stop by your 4&&5
/local accountant. People today sue CPA's at the drop of a \%<//

[ £
/number. So four out of ten accountants Wisconsin are going

/ without insurance.

(.
—~—

Now, Waukesha and Wisconsin aren't unique -- except in their
physical beauty. This kind of thing is happening every day in
every town across America. And we are all paying the price.

Now understand, this is not a criticism of lawyers. They
are an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But the good
lawyers will tell you, the system is out of control.

In the past 20 years, the number of lawsuits (filed in
federal courts) has doubled. Today, the average case takes a
year to be resolved -- and in the past year alone -- the number
of cases that were pending for 3 years, increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, pass
the bar, and then represent yourself in court on the day the

decision is reached.)



What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished
looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in

court settlements.

/ N

{ ($200 billion sounds like a lot of money =-- and believe me,

/| it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
1

\

ﬂ economy.) To me that's crazy. As a nation, I believe it's high
w

Hj;f”;7 time, that we started suing each other less, and caring for each

{ other more.//

A That is why I have sent Congress a comprehensive legislation

to reform our Civil Justice System. It is complete with specific
proposals. é want to solve more disputes early -- before they

- get dragg into the courtroom.// We want to speed the legal

;dwv - procesgA there is no reason anyone can go through law school

faster than it takes a court to reach a verdict. We want to put
a lid on outrageous punitive damages, that strike terror into
every mom and dad who wants to coach their kids football team.//
And here's one big idea. I believe we should copy a practice
from our friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the
winner's court fees. You think that T-shirt company would have
sued that referee -- if they'd known they'd end up footing his
legal bills?//
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This is one part of the crisis in our civil justice system -
-what we call civil justice. But we also need change in our
product liability laws. These are the laws that are supposed to
allow people to be compensated for harm caused to them by a
defective product. That's an important right and I am all for
it. People ought to receive fair compensation when a product is
defective and they get hurt.

But like so the rest of our civil justice system, product
liability has careened out of control.

Let me give you an example of what I'm talking about.

7~ P )
o (insert>nﬂey example . ) ‘/\ LN 6 y /4 v:.'i')‘ ¢ //,/ //_;_'.::D-

e

Here's the problem. The prodﬁct liability laws vary from
state to state and the rules have encouraged crazy lawsuits, and
outrageous awards.,/ The cost of defending these lawsuits has
escalated. A lo gf trial lawyers bring lawsuitg, knowing that
it is cheaper“pd/éompanies to settle the case thaghgo pay their
own lawyers to defend them through trial. And the cost of
insurance keeps skyrocketing.

Big deal, right? So companies have to pay extra for a few
lawyers. But it's not just companies who foot the bill, we all
pay higher prices -- for everything/from medicine to step
ladders.

v
It's worse than that. We never seen a lot of good products

-- because companies are afraid of liability.

Abnion s . Conforer_
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}n’Europe, for example, Volvo offers parents a car seat --

bu;lf right in the car. You can't buy one in the U.S. today --
and may never be able to. No company wants to deal with our

/
/laws.

/ \ / And if you're in Europe, and you suffer from AIDS, you can
Apnbe /
[

7

get medical treatment you can't get in the United States.
kMedical companies are afraid of the liability.

But it's all worth it right, because when someone does get
hurt, they can a big settlement? Again, that's not what's
happening. More than half of all the money awarded by juries in
product liability cases, goes not to the injured party, but to
the lawyers. Think about that. More than half of all the awards
-- ends up in the pockets of Brooks Brothers suits.

But here's the real problem. Our product liability system
is killing our economic competitiveness.

Liability costs are 15 times greater than that in Japan,
and 20 times greater than that in Europe. Our businesses --
especially our small businesses -- are staggering under a weight
our competitors don't even carry.

very dollar we spend around a courtroom, is a dollar we
won/'t spend on training, education, research, investment. It
will?éﬁe difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs

for our kids.

We have to dp something about this -- if we want our kids to

have job. Luckily, Senator Bob Kasten understands this. He has

been the fighterf%hange the system.

Al
—t
—
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Bob has put forth a plan -- which I have endorsed -- to
spgéa the legal process -- and settle more cases out of court --
/
which will help everyone.

/ We want uniformity in product liability law -- instead of

/ the confusing 51 separate standards we have today. We want to
/ have the same rules for damages from one state to the next. We
/|  want to bring some rationality to the system.
[ The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The day my pen signs Senator Kasten's bill -- is the day
our workers get a leg up on other workers.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?
Bob Kasten will tell you the problem. The Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of t;f/blame-game in Washington, but we

~can't ignore the facts.

) /,"/)/ a

Like my opponent, Gewer®or Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign Fial lawyer V/
organizations.-"So in many Congressional offices -- the only /42

thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer

in tasselled loafers with a check in hand.

That's why product liability reform has |
3

en blocked, for

almost two decades. In fact, trial lawyers ney has prevented

product liability from ever coming to a full vote.

A ——
sl

But thiipweek, we have a chance -- to stop undermining our 7

American workers. \ >

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate. i

/WY’ We believe we have the votes -- to pass the Senate.
:\\ I #

Nat®”
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But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds {ke something a doctor would give you after you
cut your knee. But it's not. It's the number of votes it takes

--to stop long-winded debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can

imagine, ggttingvpongress to stop talking ab5§§:55§%hng requi;es

7
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We're not sure we have thi/gétes for cloture. -And here's ﬂéaz L////
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the most-needed legal Vﬁ
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole. y /@?)j
/ 2, 5

BoB/Kast%%/doesn't want that to happen -- and neither do I:'eo/,

9’

I need a labor ﬁhy present for the American economy, and for the

jobs of the future. P

I need you to get on the phone and let Congré§§%know, the
American people are tired of paying for crazy lawsuits. Tired of
high-yéices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're tired
of qusing jobs to foreign competitors.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it

is so at odds with the true nature of America.

— 17

,,_——/ - /
By suing each other for every insult and injury -- we |

/

naively attempt to\rid our world of risk. Of course, we should
SO i
not be reckless, bsk\risk is part of life, part of America.

Think about it.\ As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every|creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this reibect. At some time, as our ancestors)

looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a bhance

on something else. RS VPRI A 27N ™ ST T
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But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages =-- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Wisconsin. God Bless

the United States of America.
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We have got to do something about this.
We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

i
And we want to have mﬂﬂi product liab lity law --

5/ onls
instead of the confusing 50% we have today. " We want to—put

%Wx‘e— damages

+teo—sue—everyone involved-with—a product—for—all-the-damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The—experts agree—with—us:

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?
In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many membersof Congress were once—trial
lawyers.—(Being—-a—radieo-b+J+—is-about the-only better training .
you—can—£find+)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices =-- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.u.r‘vd\ a checl .

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost & two
decade S . I M/ fM/ @7 M47 Ao bees,;
TR M vte
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But this week, we have a chance -- to igZZ our worke:Z more

competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up pefore the U.S. Senate.
I—e-ks——passed-—tabe—ﬁouse?‘ - ’and we believe we have the votes --—tefv“- &
pass, the—Senatev

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture."™ Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shgt. But it's not. 1It's the number of %:gggmit takes --
to the 0od 6t s. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able_to stop the G@ﬂ:@ﬁﬁ@aiegal
reform in a decade -- by usingngﬁ?ggal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of‘4&§3ﬁ5%34t96§t crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products.. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs to sff

what troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insult every—%%é%imiaa%éeﬂv
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.
¢227233'shou1d not be reck.ess, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the sane
packground in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives.and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened --= if columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. 6 Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- t take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless God Bless the

United States of America.

Wi scomsn o
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day -- and it is_traditional to give a
flowery oration -- full of praise of all those who punch a cloc
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces -- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, yd
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before

America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not

Just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American
family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//

k
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion -

about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that th

block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every'

morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
polifics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me st
and say ~- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and 1
quote =-- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketba

LOp

11

referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-

Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir

company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in

all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
- and it’s impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But leﬁ; consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France
combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all
those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from

law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs

combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But

rimarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 years, the number of

gwﬂfgwsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the

average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.//ﬁ 4hrgé@ax( JQszm——

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of feootbaii Spartang(f; at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just
use the courts as harassment -j/gg;; ensive i a car
MW ]

equally important problem is what we call -- product

liability/-- the—-insurance [businesses must pay to-pretect—against—
damages caused by their products and services.
You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not all at all. Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued Eecause the new products ar
than the old ones:] -

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability casesr495;14é¥

/;Qin the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than ;hat/%ﬁ/;;pan, and 20 times greater than Ghat’)a"
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry;

The money we spend on legal.e£%f254en is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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We have got to do something about this.
We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more

cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

a . Mgt
o And we want to have gne national product liability law &st

a cap on punitive damages -- which don't even exist outside the

J, |[U-S. and Great Britain.

. - .
3-.-:‘!"-““““":"':—-ll‘llln'l:J---~~ o ojogs

ol/v lW " , Fo 3 cthe-—damaces-. We

¢,0U$Wﬁ ant to bring some rationality to the system.
;;dﬂf ] The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
ﬁ*dl jobs. The experts agree with us.
So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?
In a , the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes GE/E;//L
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a Labor ([@ay present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of log¢gsing jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it

is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insulE,every incrimination, "
every)injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless,/but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- 1eﬁ; take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903 ¢ had e
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

[ X% md % Rl
Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

United States of America.
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) ' Provost/Bunton

2 SEP g PZ ls Presidential Remarks
Waukesha County Picnic
Waukesha Wisconsin
Sunday, Sept. 6, 1992

Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day =-- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration =-- full of praise of all those who punch a clogk
for a living. :

Lt THSE b AT 1/ # 1hed birls otk beRrAA VescRVE vt fLASE,
2yt I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all ea;rAmerican workers. Our acononmy 1is undergoing a
™ A Yot ooy
gicbé?-transitionyb- and we .are fesling the impact in our
workplaces =-- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you

need answers. Answers to the most pressin%w%uestion before

BuiLd upon pUR STEEVGHS 3 —
America today -~ how can weyguarantee that we w%%éfggmain net/|

ﬁsﬁ; nilitary superpower --:bv;; export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic’
competition -~ the same way we won the cOld.War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide.
incentives for savxng and investment, strengthen the American
family, and-give—yeu—roi&of—fee;7§ government that spends tog
much -- and takes too much of vour money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion -
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

Thie roadblock is made not of.granite and stone, but papsr -
-ldgal-memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that thay
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you'fe like me, one of the first things you do evFry
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. -eWhen—yea—vefk—-in-jL_~
-pe%itiésT—yeu—s%aE%—w4%h—Garfietd7~then—we;k—you:—way—to—tﬁzih—
other stuff upfromty—

Like you == I'l1l °c§asionally see a story that makes me stop
and say =- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airlinel flight, when
the pilot came over the intaercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway,
She claimed the mere warning of a qrash had caused her -- and I
quote -- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referes, who\made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Pﬁrd e
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenﬂf

| company was suddenly left with victoery T=-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the
referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be Flear -~ I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -~ and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. ﬁould you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than Wast

Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all

even/ W l?W WE wae,emw cmu,qm@ more mvwezs
those countries. -And

THA brroks, Compures, Plrtehvanees m % 2

5880 - - RESCIEaNS

senbimear gnddneeﬂnm%- FA b .$ Ckmﬂﬁﬂ%ibc,

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone ~-- the number of cases that were pending for 3 _vears,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and ﬁave
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the qay the decision is reached))

What does this litigation explesion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has jusﬁ tinisﬁed

looking at that guestion. According to a soon to be released
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AvD 4
(oSYMEES VP 1o
study, AmericanYcompanieshspendYS:OO billion dollars nni&i:actﬁy

Wi
Keep in mind, that doesn’'t even count the
Comp cermt PA1d  As
lawyers on th.#f=eu§7payrolls, or the money they end up, paying—in

o RBRT of LARLE pmmte AyARdS,
court—sEttIcuents..

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money =-- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers

v lempere V THE emerlbivg
and legal fees -- than on training our workers'!fer—the—rmev—

(ioght economy.)
Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal

crisis has crept into every crevice of ocur lives.

AL M
Ask Jack Perry,YCoach of #ee%be%%;iptet&at—-—i?rzast
SPARTAVS
Brookfield High seheel.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay

about $150 bucks for every football helmet =-- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you =-- their dgustomers.
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‘You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year =-- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say ~- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!l"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time
ihat we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers, MEvAIIE

DISATE HBunpn
teachers, doctors, coaches. A (A BE

| Computied IV
I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Juf;}ce (rHEUsEY

/s?;tem -~ complete with specific proposals to solve disputes

Loom
outside of the courtheouss, sgﬁrpeed the legal process, to control

the use of expert witnessoa,Yto control outrageous punitive WE hee TR
THS ovT N
damages. And I believe we should €opy a practice from our FodaRAL
N MME AASES DIVERSITY CASE
friends in Britain -- anq)nakc the loser pay the winner's court o WE Hu
Vo
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to pecple who justﬁizgzmgzi

70
use the courts .a% harassm

~perns Voot SHoS

ORI WS

_— AR . Mo
But an equally important problem is what we call product Yer AVotARd

liability -=- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against it 6&%
CASE .

damages caused by their products and services.
You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-= but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not.ﬂiiﬁg; all. Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
beveroPint-
companies get discouraged from even eea%ag—up—wifﬁhnew products -

N AS
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products areVsaf

*tht;7ihe old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up

e (VSUReDd Persen]
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular—pecple.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company dcesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits 1awyerﬁf But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the(1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competiticn.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --
are staggering under a w?%%?t our competitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on }‘legal explosion/ is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the
difference between no jobs for our kids =-- and good jobs for our
kids.



'SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7020 i 9= 4-92 § 14:43 The White House= 202 456 7738:8 8

7

We have got to do something about this.

We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

And we want to have one national product liability law --

ConFvSion) oF  Seh STHE (AWS
instead of the confusing 50 cen:§$ﬂie have today. We want to put
a cap on punitive damages ~=- which don't even exist outside the
U.S. and Great Britain. We :ﬁigzjto make it tougher for pecple
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better trainini:( ?
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. 8o in many Congressicnal offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. .Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.

we believe we have the votes -- to

—

pass the Senate.

But there's a catch =-- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony =-- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
/// tired of logsing jobs to the Eurcpeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

A By suing each other for every insultyavery incrimination,

J
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless, buﬁkrisk is part of life, part of

America. A m,,/w e
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together pecple of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some tine,-ajr;ur ancestors
locked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance

NEwW

on something eise.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had

BoAT3 TiAT BROVUHT
tried to win pain and sutfering}damages -- because the f£leor—on /o 12

‘ WERE D VER (o) ded
Ellis Island had—hurt—their-backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people =-- to take 2a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

United States of America.
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time for-all-our American workerfsx @ur economy is undergoing a

global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
A 27 Horciwney 2l

kpl - our homes. ! Y
e M,ﬂwm ooy fi (%4#4/ aq & TP ﬁ et /M”‘%
/xbu deserve moére thar talk from your political’ leade sétyou

need answers. Answvers to the most pressing question before
America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not

just a military superpower -- but an ort superpower, and an

economic superpower.//

ave an agenda for action to win the glokal economic

competition -- the same way we won the Cold War. We need to

revolutionize our schools, fix ‘pur health care system, provide

incentives f saving and investment, strengthen the\American

M/a)sé/ s
are phese ?
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abeu%—anothe?#;;adblock that must be cleared from the path of

America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in . }
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the /::>an&dg
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say -- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warningJof a crash had caused her -- and I
quote =-- "psychic agony." W

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the
referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.



3 » /M/f7m¢ .émQ o
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- and—it's—impaet—is—being—felteverywhere. }7ﬁ3730éb

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Walﬁﬁ, Japan, Switzerland and France
combined? Well, we doap't. lﬂ%J;ave g&;gg as many lawyers as all
those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from
law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs
combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone =-- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,

increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and hay

time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? We lﬂfi
1

the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees =-- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)/%hééz I?é;/£447/%04éaﬂ%wv

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask =-- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every cr yice of our lives. /QL//’//// //////

Ask Jack Perry, Coach ofkigotball Spartans(f;}at East ‘
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without

45

helmets. }%L&dll:ﬁs&l that -- "progressf")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"

what is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

each other more?/
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outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control

the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive

damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our

friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court

fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just
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Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
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and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. -But, more
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than half of al¥1quy,awardxﬁg; 61 duct liability cases, ends up
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in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people. c;QJL
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built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
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\J V%> Today, we don't have-the-luxury: Liability costs are 15

times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that

in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.
The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't

spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

petB s sl

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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Thank you Governor Temmy Thompson, -~
Today is Laber Day == and it is traditional teo give a

- flowery cration -~ full of praise ot.ull those who ;un:h a aloek

f°§M;E}%;§§?i;@ B B HAED bds Anmz denrrny 9¥§@£V5’auf ﬁZﬁ%&f
&uk I'm not going to do that teday. This is an uncaztain
time for all eugrxnlricun woykers, Our scenomy is undergoing a
aiuttzrtransiﬁggﬁfﬁfmind we ara fasling the impact in our
verkplaces == in cur houmes. |
You deserva moTe thnﬁ talk from your pelitical leaders, ypu
need answers. Ansvers to the most gr.nsinidgnaltien before

fuiLd v M
America teday == Qgvw can wiyquarantce that we remain nets

sen 1

aconanie SYparpover.//
I have an aganda for action €5 uin the global econcmie

i, and an

compatition == the same way we von the Cold War.// We nesd to
revelutionize our schools, fix our health care syatem, provide
incentives for suvinq and investnent, strengthen the Américan

family, and-géua—yoaﬂro&%af-ﬁro;7_ government that apands oo |
8Y.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a sarious discussien »=
about another reagblsck,tha£ avet be clearsd from the path of

America's econcmic progress. - |
This rocadblock is made net of granite and steone, but papsr -

-legal memos and briefs and decisions -« piled mo high thl£ thay

bloek our efforts to craate nav jobs for you and our ;ldl.

Now, if you're like me, one of the flrst things you do avery

norning is sit down and read the newapaper. {Wh.n~you—week—*n*5k_'

Like you == I'll sccasiocnally see a atery that nakes ma stop
and say == "huh?*

Like the woman who was on an Fastarn M.rnn-% flight, vh
the pi;nt cama ovar the interconm, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the 4at safely,
but the wezan susd the airlines for millions ¢f dollars anyway.
she claimed the mers warning of a cresh had caused her == and I
guote —- “psychic agony.”

Or mayba sone éf you remambaér the story @heut the baskatbsll
‘rn£¢roa, who made & controverzial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Tova baakatball game. Purdue wen the game, and an Iowa scuveniz
ccopany was suddenly left with Qietery T=ghizrts that varan't |in
all that high demand, 5S¢ what did the company de? They suad the
rafezres. Sound abourd? Tha case ended up bafers the State
Supreme Ceurt.
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Theaa atories hny nake us chuckie, but they nake me woITy.
Werry that our nstion is in the grips of & litigaticn explosion =
-~ and it's inmpact is baing falt averywvhere. .
Let me ks Flcar == I have nothing against lawyers. They|aras
an esgentizl part of cur society == and the majority of lagsl
professionale work with integrity and henper. But laé:-eonnidnr a
few facts.
Tha nupber of lawysre has almost doubled in the past 20
yearz. Would yeu bsliave the U.8. has mora lawyers than West
Gsrzany, Canada, England, Walas, Japan, Switzerland and ?ranak

conbined? Well, we don't. We hava fwice as many 1awyo:l ll 1l

' QWQVJA/ I?Yf cﬂ;4mau§fuﬁww07@%3a " O e,
thoss countries. And -,,‘r_ferﬂ
mz-m@"' N eyw/vmzw Ph.b.s ComBnEdg

What do all thess lewyeys do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. In the past 20 years, the numker qz
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doublsd. Today, the
average case takes a year to be rosolved ~- &nd in the past yLar
alone == the number of cases that wers pmding for A vazta,
increanad by 15 parcent. | |

(Think abeut what thst means. You can fllc a puit, and ano
zine to anroll in law school, study three yeara, graduvaté,

rapregent yoursslf in court on tha day the desision i reached.)
wWhat dozs this litigation explesien cost our econonmy? 11,

the National Association of Manufacturars hes just finished

loeking at that question. Ascording to a scon to ba velsased
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study, Americenfcoupanies Aspand Y8200 bi.ll.ton do:l.larn Mmh’
Wie

% Kesp 1n uind, thet doesn't even ceunt tha

| W PArb As
lawyaeTs on ehtie=uw§*payrulia, or the money they end up . pajingeda.

ﬁ RESLT of _LAREE MAwimte AwARDS,

(5200 billion sounds like & lot of monay == and believe me,

it is. Anerican businesses nov spend more on insurance, lavyers

™ lemibere WV THE E1vk-
and legal foss == than on training our workers!
({ioBht economy.)

Now, all these nunbers and stories are imprasaive, but you
night ask -=- what doas it mean to me? If yocu look areund
Waukesha and Wisconein, you'!ll ses axamples == of ho@ the lsgal
crimis has crept inte &vVery cravice of cur livas.

Ask Jack Perry,YCoach of mm-——-u? East

SPARTIWS , ,
Brockfield High sehesd,// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
abeut 8130 bucka for every football halmet == ten yaars ago they
paid about a third o2 that. Why the price increase? Bacause (18

cempaniea in 13 years have stopped salling helmets, bacauge they

can't afford the insurance. (Befors this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpa we uhen‘p.oplo played foetball witheout
halmets. We will call that == ®prograss.')
Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison., NMike iz a CPA, and he says

that so zmany people nov sue accountants at the drop of a n T,
that this year four out of tan acoountants in Wisconsin are going
vithout insurancel The rest? They just pass tha axtra cost on
to you -- thelr gustoners.

s Dl CanT AFED THE eamiums o
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-¥6u know the legal erisic has teuched everyone =~ vhen i

becones a topic of discusaion for one of tha noted commentators
on the m.rigin scens. I'm nmot talking abeut Mike Royke oz Te
Xoppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movis last year =« Hulk Hagan
aeke the had guye if thay aras going éo-baat him up. i"m the bad
guys say == “No, this is the nineties. W%e are going to sua youln

What is America coming to? aAs & natien == isn's it tima

We are up against two problens really. The first is the
individual lagal orisis e~ gragy lawsuits againat voluntears, {fEevve

teachers, doectors, coach ) DT M
& o oaches,
i ' %ﬁaﬁ W
1've put forvard a comprahansive reform of our Civii Justios (nemne

}ﬁutem «= complate vith specific proposals to solve disputea /
outside of the courthewes, to speed the legal process, to sontrol
tha use of axpert witmuu,,to contro_:ll._‘ cutrageous punitive

- Y
danages., And I beliwowvz %no#ﬂ_d 48P% 2 practice frepm our ]m:
friends in Britain -« a,nd)mkc ths loser pay the winner's court

feez. I have a fealing that would Put a stop to peepla who just Atio Ahntir
ETHEES

)
uge the courts &8 harascoms Rl ent-of—a e

' : e St
~heEnd | sl

But an equally important problsm is what we call -- produst @‘rﬂ- A’-\m;:
liability <= the insurance businnuq zust pay to protect against At oy

A€,

e 2ln Zma mmm ula

danages caussd by thair preducts and services.
You might think == we nesd that protection, and you'rs right
-= but tha aystss iz out of centroi.
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Doss our current peoduct liabllity system protect the
consumaer's Lntazcgpl. Noﬁ‘a£§3:; all. Instaad, we pey higher
priczs for everything from medicine to step ladders -~ and

, Ve

companies gat discouraged fron even eon&ng—up—wiia"ntv produons -
M AS

- sor fear they'll get suad hacsuse the nev products aronat’éyﬁ

#tnﬂriﬁl o6ld onas,

Well, what about pacple who ars injured by a faulty prodIet,
snd get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do, But,

e

than helf of all jury awards in preduct liability cases, ends vp

THE /VSuReDd Per,
in the pockets of lawyers, not

Well, at lsast product liability laws kesp us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volve offers parents a
buiit-in child safety sagt. You ¢an't buy it hezrs in the U.S|
The company deesn't want to deal wvith our laws.

Our curzent product liablility system is expensive, unllfl,
and it only benefits lawyurzr But we could atill afford this
ness == if wa ware back thaY1950's == and our workers and
companies faced ne foreign competition.

Today, ve dan't hava the luxury. Liability costs ara 18
timea gresater than Zﬁfﬁfﬁn Japan, and 20 timas graater than-ﬁétérr
in Europe. oOur buasinecses -- especially our small busineszes |--

ara ataggering under s w$§$ht eur compatitors don't even carzy.

The Zoney Ve spand en ‘/.lnqal explosion/ is meney we den't
apend on training, education, resesrch, investmaent. It means |the

diffaronce between no jobs for our kids -- and good johs fer cur
kids.




SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7020 ; 9= 4-82 ; 17:28 - The White House= 202456521844 8
. TSENT BYiXerox Telecopier 7020 i 8= 4=B82 | 14:43 | The Whits Houges 202 458 773814 &

9
We have got to do momething sbout this.
¥e have ideas to spaad ths legal process =- and gettlis mT .
cases out of court -~ which will hslp evaryons. '
And we want nggzlaﬁgn. national praggsg linhiiity law o
instead of the confusdng 80 [ vu have today. We want te |put
& cap sh punitive damages ~- which den't even sxist a;;side the
U.8. and Great Britein. We Qﬁzfzfeo naks it tsugher fer pecple

to sus avaryons involved with a product for all the damages. |We

wvant to bring sema rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-censumer, pre~business, pro-safaty, and pre=
Jebs. Tha axperts agzee with us. 7

62 what's tha problen? Why do va still face this c:i-isﬁ
In a tarm, the Gridloak fongresn.

I know you ars sick of the blame-game in Wasmhington, but
%xsep this in nind. Many bembers of Congress were once trial |
lawyers. (Being a radlo D.J. is about the only batter ttainiMfi] ?
you can find.) .

Like ny cpponent, Geverner Clinton o= many members of
Congress get thelr campaign funds from trial lawyer |
ozrganizations. 8o in many Congressisnal offices == the only
thing that gathers more attenticn than a TV camera == is a lavysr
in tassalled loafors. .

That'e why preduct liability rafcrm has bsen bloéhcd. 'Néﬁ
just for ny thrae and a‘ha§t ysars in office, but for almost a

daceda.
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But this veask, we have & chance == £o make suy workers e
competitiva with tha Japanese and the Germans.
Preduct ilability rot
w& ve belleve we have the votes -- &

——

will de up bafors the U.8. Banaf

pass the Ssnatas.

But thers's & catch == somathing called “ecloture.® Now
cloture sounds like scmething a doctor weuld give you to keep
But it's not,

_wound ahut, It's the number of votes it takes

to stop debats in the U.&. Congrassa. (As you can imagine,

. getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effert.)

Wa'rs Dot surs ve hava the votes fer cloture. And here'

the ireny == Cengrass may be abls to stop the greatest legal
raferm in a decada ~- by using a legal loophols.

I nead your help. I nsad a labor day present for the

Amarican sconcmy, and for the jebs of the futura..

202 4%

£218:# 9
§ 773810

1y
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I need you to get en the phona and let Congrass know, the

American paeple are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. 7T

of high prices. Tirad of unsare products, MNost of sll, wa'r

tired of logaing jobs to the Eurcpaans and ths Japaness.//
¥hat tzoubles me 80 absut our litigatien erisis, is that

is 8o at odds with the true natura of America.
!
avery injury == we naively attempt to rid our woerld of risk.

By suing each other for svery insult avery incrinination

Yap, ¥& should not ba recklass, buﬁhrilk iz part of life, par
A Ogemin fwevnr of

Anerica.

-

it

t af
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Think about it. As a nation ve bring together pecple of
svery color and evayy creed =-- but all of us have the same
packground in this respact. At some time, i:-;ur ancestors

 locked at their lives and said =~ lats take a risk, take a chancs

on something &

But wvhat veuld have happensd =-- (¥ Columbus had l:.d the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had

m AT BRoAHT
tried to win pain and mt:‘.a:‘.‘u'uq> danages -- because tha Slecs——em 7o T

!11$.l Island il B

We cannet rid our werld of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
1 appeal to the common senss of the American pacple -- to take &
stand for America's values, and give our workers & chance to
conpete in the world eccnomy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Blass the

tnited States of Amarica.
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day =-- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration =-- full of praise of all those who punch a clock
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces =-- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before
America today =-- how can we guarantee that we will remain not
just a military superpower =-- but an export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American
family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion -

about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front). |

Like you -- I'11 occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say -- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safeiy,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway .
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and 1
quote -- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company‘was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may méke us chuckle, but they make me worry|

Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosioP -

- and it's impact is being felt everywhere. :

Let me be clear -~ I have nothing against lawyers. They are

an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal

professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a

few facts.
The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
' years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West

Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as a|

those countries. And this year, more people will graduate froT

law school than from engineering, medicine and computer prograr
conmbined.

What do all these lawyers.do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 Years, the number of

lawsuits'(filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the

average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year

alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3_vears,

increased by 15 percent.

11

ns

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have

time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and

represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.|)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,

the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released




4
study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economnmy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they

can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back

to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without é;>\
v )
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.") h?fu“
Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says/( e
U

that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number, make
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going qtuﬁt
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it

becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators

on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hoc

asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad

jan

guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,

teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice

System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes

outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control

the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive

damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our

friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court

fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- produc[
t

liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect again

démages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liabi%gty system protect the

6

consumer's interests. Not al}l at all.  Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more

than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up

™. in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people. ({)wgﬂ 6({6\
Mo A k',t,A ;
*; . ..

QU‘" A e

r{hi\" NSy rg”" £ [t\'\ B - TPL4 '

Well, at least product 11ab111ty lawsﬁkeep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. 1In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

tat (LWyer Clle

Today, we don't have thékluxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't

spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids =-- and good jobs for our
kids.
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We have got to do something about this.
We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle mo
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.
And we want to have one national product liability law --

instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to

a cap on punitive damages -- which don't even exist outside the

U.S. and Great Britain. We won't to make it tougher for peopl
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages.

want to bring some rationality to the systen.

Fe

put

N

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-

jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem?' Why do we still face this crisis?
In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members 6f Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better trainin
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign furids from trial lawyer

organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only

g

thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer

in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office,ﬂbut for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes -- to
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
ﬁound shut. But it's not. 1It's the number of votes it takes |-
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effdrt.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

'I need your help. I need a labor déy present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of'reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of 10051ng jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese !/

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

- By sulng each other for every insult every incrimination,
every 1njury -=- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part|of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
évery color and every creed -- but all of us have the same

background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors

looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance

on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages =-- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?
- We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today
I appeal to the common sense of the Americanlpeople -- to take
stand fcr America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless t

United States of America.

a

he
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day =-- and it is traditional to give a

flowery oration -- full of praise of all those who punch a clock

for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for ‘all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing &
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces -- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, yd
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question'before
America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not
just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
révolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American

family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//

a
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion --
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions =-- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say =-- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and I
quote -- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worryft

Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -

- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are

an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal

professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a

few facts.
The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West

Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all
those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from

law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs

combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsults (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past yed
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,

increased by 15 percent.

b

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have

time t& enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Wel
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released

)
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product
liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

== but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not all at all. 1Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the o0ld ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,

and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But,/pare L/f///

than half of all jury awards in product liability casequ;;g;_up
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is ejpensive, unsafe,
and it gg’éa;éQZfits lawyers. But we could sg&¥¥§§;£ord this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our co thitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on legal é&gﬁggie— is money we don't

spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.

L

D////
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We have got to do something about this.

We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

And we want to have one national product liability law --
instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to put
a cap on punitive damages -- whi h don't even exist outside the
U.S. and Great Britain. We(féélgfto make it tougher for people
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer

organizations. So in many Congressional offices (- Jthe only

thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera«Cijzg—;/I;wyer

in tasselled loafers.
That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.
Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes -- to
pass the Senate.
But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now

cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a

wound shut. But it's not. 1It's the number of votes it takes‘

to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine, ‘ w@v2{

getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)y— gél Suﬁfwég

reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole. que4vp < %@
I need your help. I need a labor day present for the Eﬁ:? ]1‘"* fb

B

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the Aoeg *D

American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired ?‘3?

of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're ]Eﬂi
tired of Egﬂé&ng jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.// é;y////

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insultjevery incrimination, Ckf///
every injury -- we naively attempt to rié our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed‘-- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a cha
on something else.

But what would have happened =-- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, haq
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor ol
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Todaj
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to

compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless A

United States of America.

nce

| 31
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

(Acknowledgements and local color)

Today is Labor Day -- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration -- replete with praise of all those who punch a
clock for a living.

But I'm not going to do this today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces-:jfh our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you

need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before

America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not
just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an

economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American
family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion --
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say -- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She %claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and I

quote -- "psychic agony." y
AL

Or maybe some of you remember the story about “basketball ZL*‘

referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in

all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all
W i /735 Wl uryae. al,,

—— those countries. And suppvy is only increasing. _Ihlsryear, more
people .will graduate frem la ;nﬂmmﬂ.than frenﬂengineertng'ghﬂ‘ %,

: 2 mevs apd enginety vy VY j/

Hké&wiﬂéﬁ%é@ﬁ%;&ﬂd computer programs comblned? / #os

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But /

primarily, they sue. In the ?/st 20 years, the number of fa C

f‘frdi‘ rd %Llih’aﬂvﬁ Afp S {/ﬂl

1awsu1tsi(f11ed in federal courts’f]ha doubled. Today, the ﬂ

average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished fﬁf

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released

pc

w,,
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study, American companlesvépend $200 billion dollars on~d&ruét--
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___costs—to.lawyers. Keep in mind, Pthat doesn't even count the s ’?ﬁ*

lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money gﬁe end up paying in kﬁ;ﬁf*‘

ﬂ'f’“af ‘4‘1
court settlements. QQfJMfAJH»
($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me, f}uﬂf‘
" yy
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers Aﬂﬁ/g
m a;¢w7
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new J/4q”03
economy.) ﬂblhhﬂj
{, endy

Now, all these numbers are and stories are impressive, but %%%”7FVJ
you might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around l541¢$¢f,
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples =-- of how the legal.zzjdjzwv?
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about/éféb\bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid éﬁout a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you =-- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it

becomes a topic of discussion for those noted commentators on the

American scene. I'm not talking about Phil Donahue or Ted Koppel.

I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

(My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk
Hogan asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And
the bad guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to
sue you!"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against -- two problems really. The first is the

individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,

teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justjice

System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputej;

outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control

the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our

friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court

fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product

liability -- the insurance businesses pay to protect against

damages caused by their products and services.
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You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right
-- but the system is out of control.

Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not all at all. Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But
understand, more than half of all jury awards in product
liability cases, end up in the pockets of lawyers, not of regular
people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, rightZ’
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a buil!}?,
in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S. The
company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if it were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Europe. Our businesses, and especially our small businesses,

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even feel.
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The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our

kids.

We have got to do something about this. Again, I have a
comprehensive plan for reform.

We have ideas to speed the legal process =-- and settle more

cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

N
~ \

And we want to have\gEE_national product liability }EEE‘ZT
instead of the confusing So(bneg}we have today. And we want to
put a cap on punitive damageé -- which don't even exist outside
the U.S. and Great Britain. We won't to make it tougher for
people to sue everyone involved with a product for all the
damages. We want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem. 1In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio is about the only better training you <
can find.)‘7 aﬁh

Like my opponent Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer

in tasselled loafers.
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That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not
just for my three years, but for almost a decade.
But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.

e c—

| It's the passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes --

g ———

| to pass the Senate.

o But there's a catch -- and it's something called "cloture."
Now cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep
a wound shut. But it's not. It's the number of votes it takes -

R _f;; stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking takes a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole. Which is like
saying that ( ‘)

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of less safe products. Tired of loosing
jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

o 9
By\gewi?ggeach other for every insult every incrimination,

every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.
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Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of
America.

Think about it. As a nation we bring tpge%her people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us%gge same background ¢« —
in this re;pect. At some time, either we or our ancestors looked
at their ii;é and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance on
something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy. .

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

Al 1scomstr

United States of America. /’

_—
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day -- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration -- full of praise of all those who punch a clock
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces =-- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before

America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not

just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American
family, and give you relief from a government that spends too
much -- and takes too much of your money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion --
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions =-- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say =-- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and I
quote -- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the
referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion

- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They ar

an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. ﬁut lets consider
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France
conmbined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all
those couné%ngxddknd this year, more people will graduate from
law school than from engineering, medic¢ine and computer programs
combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But |
primarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,

increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have

time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released

a
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask =-- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. 1I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue youl"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- jisn't it time
that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis =-- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product
liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-- but the system is out of control.



ngg_/;) football helmets by 25 to 50 percent or more.

" prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and

'\‘
Tye American Tort Reform Association says that a
hidden tax ~- they call it a "tort tax" -- has
increased the cost of items from step ladders to

o
Does our current product liability system protect the

consuner's interests; Not =3d at all. Instead, we pay higher

companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products |-
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than fhe old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a coﬁrt award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up

in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

4

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right]
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15

times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than tha

or

in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses -

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry
The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs fof our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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We have got to do something about this.

We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

And we want to have one national product 1iabili£y law --
instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to put
a cap on punitive damages =-- which don't even exist outside the
U.S. and Great Britain. We won't to make it tougher for people
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not
just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes -- to
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. 1It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insult every incrimination,
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.
Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to

compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God blgss Michigan. /God Bless the

United States of America.
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day -- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration =-- full of praise of all those who punch a clock
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition == and we are feeling the impact in our

workplaces -- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before

America today =-- how can we guarantee that we will remain not

just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an
ecgnomic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -~ the same way we won the Cold Wai.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American

family, and give you relief from a government that gpends tog

much == and takes too much of your monev.//



But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discugsion ==

about another roadblock that must ba cleared from the path of

America's economic progress.

VI wrY W

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but papaer -

-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled mo high that th

block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every

morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
pelitics, you start with Garfield, £hen-wcrk your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you == I'll occasionally see a story that makes me st
_and say ~- Whuh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when

the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare

tor a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,

but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.

She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and I

quote -- "psychic agony.®

top

0r~maybe some of you remembar the story about the basketball.

referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdu
Icwa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Towa souveni:

company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in

|

g |

all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued tha

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
= and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear =-- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our scciety -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France
combined? Well, we don't, We have fwiceg as many lawyers as all
those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from
law school than from engineering, medicine and coﬁputar programs
combined,

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. In the past 20 years, the numbser of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -~ and in the past year
alone == the number of cases that were panding for 3 years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explesion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that guestion. According to a soon to be relsased
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements,

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money =-- and believe na,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
econcmy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask =-- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of ocur lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Cocach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High scheol.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Beforas this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when peaople played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
bacomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
en the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Keppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -~ Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys 1f they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!®

What is America coming to? As a nation -- dasn't it time
2?//
We are up against two problems really. The first is the

hat we

individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, ccaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
cutside of the courthouse, to spesed the legal process, to controel
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should Copy a practice from our
triends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court

fees., I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an_expensive equivalent of a car
horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call == product
liability -=- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-=- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect tha
consumer's interests. Not all at all. Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new preducts are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular pecple.

Wall, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S,
The company doesn't want to deal with cur laws.

Our currggt pPr %ct liabilﬁ {pten is expensive, unsafa,

and 1t$anly*ihnet!tc’tiwynzs;~ But we could still afford this

mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greatar than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the
difference between no joks for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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.
We have got to do something about this,
We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.
(:PC) And we want to have gne national product liability law --
(f/’instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to gg§
viik | a ca;L;uLinyg;ti R 8 == which don't even exist outside the
q\ J;. \‘\ U.S. and Great Britain. mnmo make it tougher for people

V' to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We

want to bring some rationality to the systen.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro=~
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congrass.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radic D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton =-- many membars of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attenticn than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not
just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up bafore the U.S. Senate.

's passe e HouSe| -- and we\ beliave h @ vot -
8 Sena

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
clcture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. gt's t: number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Cenggess. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effert.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be abla to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a lagal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs te the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation erisis, is that it
is 80 at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing sach other for every insult every incrimination,
every injury =-- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.
Yes, we should not be rackiass, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed =-- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -= lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -~ if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people =~ to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world econony.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the
United States of America.



Provost/Bunton

Presidential Remarks
Waukesha County Picnic
Waukesha Wisconsin
Sunday, Sept. 6, 1992

Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.
1 to give a

who punch a clock

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
is an uncertain

1¢ SEP { . - is undergoing a
Z{kggd Gwr? Q’ Ps' U‘ act in our

Nat-- Nerviwe
’ LO stion before
¢

'ill remain not

Nt o ol exsouer, and en
Not- gk ot oM

g '.// We need to

- M'\" SO\W/ system, provide

;n the American

ical leaders, you

@, hat spends too
‘0,



2

But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion --
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say -- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and I
quote -- »psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me worry.
worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all

those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from

law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs

combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. 1In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 _years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds lixe a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going

without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"™

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn' time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an _expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product
liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not all at all. Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. 1In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
puilt-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Burope. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kxids.
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We have got to do something about this.

We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

And we want to have one national product liability law --
instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to put
a cap on punitive damages -- which don't even exist outside the
U.S. and Great Britain. We won't to make it tougher for people
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I kxnow you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer |
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes =-- to
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. 1It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that ik
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insult every incrimination,
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
1 appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

United States of America.
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day -- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration -- full of praise of all those who punch a clock
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces -- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you

need answers. Answers to the most pressing gquestion before

America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not
just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an

economic¢c superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care systenm, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American
family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion |--
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of

America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but pa -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids. .

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do évery
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in '
politics, you(start with Garfield, then work your way fo the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'll occasionally see a story that makes me stép.
and say -- "huh?” _

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, wh%n i
the pilot came over the intercom, warning passengers to prepare:
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,:
lbut the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.i
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- an@ I;
quote -- "psychic agony."” |

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdué-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souv nir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in:
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They suefd tﬁe
referce. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State |

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle, but they make me WwOrry.
Worry that our nation is in the grips of a litigation explosion -
- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, Wales, Japan, Switzerland and France
combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all
those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from
law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs
combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 _years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct

costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the

lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up payin

court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me, ;

it is. American businesses)nov spend more on insurance, lawy
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy. )

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but y{
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the leg;
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield Hiéh school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team ]
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago ti
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, ve may go |
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football with
helmets. We will call that --."progress.’)

Oor ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he sa

that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a numb

that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are gpi

without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost

to you =-- their customers.

in
i
i

1

pay .
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less =-- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis =-- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an _expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product
liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. Not all at all. Instead, ve pay higher
prices for everything from medicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with new products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15
times greater than that in Japan, and 20 times greater than that
in Burope. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses --

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.

The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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We have got to do something about this.

We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.

And we want to have one national product liability law --
instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to put
a cap on punitive damages =-- which don't even exist outside the
U.S. and Great Britain. We won't to make it tougher for people
to sue everyone involved with a product for all the damages. We
want to bring some rationality to the system.

The plan is pro-consuner, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's the problem? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the Gridlock Congress.

I know you are sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
xeep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer |
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes =-- to
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch =-- something called ®"cloture."™ Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. 1It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insult every incrimination,
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.

Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to
compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

United States of America.
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Thank you Governor Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day -- and it is traditional to give a
flowery oration -- full of praise of all those who punch a clock
for a living.

But I'm not going to do that today. This is an uncertain
time for all our American workers. Our economy is undergoing a
global transition -- and we are feeling the impact in our
workplaces =-- in our homes.

You deserve more than talk from your political leaders, you
need answers. Answers to the most pressing question before
America today -- how can we guarantee that we will remain not
just a military superpower -- but an export superpower, and an
economic superpower.//

I have an agenda for action to win the global economic
competition -- the same way we won the Cold War.// We need to
revolutionize our schools, fix our health care system, provide
incentives for saving and investment, strengthen the American

family, and give you relief from a government that spends too

much -- and takes too much of your money.//
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But this afternoon, I want to have a serious discussion --
about another roadblock that must be cleared from the path of
America's economic progress.

This roadblock is made not of granite and stone, but paper -
-legal memos and briefs and decisions -- piled so high that they
block our efforts to create new jobs for you and our kids.

Now, if you're like me, one of the first things you do every
morning is sit down and read the newspaper. (When you work in
politics, you start with Garfield, then work your way to the
other stuff up front).

Like you -- I'1l1 occasionally see a story that makes me stop
and say -- "huh?"

Like the woman who was on an Eastern Airline flight, when
the pilot came over the interconm, warning passengers to prepare
for a possible crash landing. The pilot landed the jet safely,
but the woman sued the airlines for millions of dollars anyway.
She claimed the mere warning of a crash had caused her -- and 1
quote =-- "psychic agony."

Or maybe some of you remember the story about the basketball
referee, who made a controversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-
Iowa basketball game. Purdue won the game, and an Iowa souvenir
company was suddenly left with victory T-shirts that weren't in
all that high demand. So what did the company do? They sued the

referee. Sound absurd? The case ended up before the State

Supreme Court.
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These stories may make us chuckle/, but they make me worry.
Worry that our nation is in the gripg of a litigation explosion -
- and it's impact is being felt everywhere.

Let me be clear -- I have nothing against lawyers. They are
an essential part of our society -- and the majority of legal
professionals work with integrity and honor. But lets consider a
few facts.

The number of lawyers has almost doubled in the past 20
years. Would you believe the U.S. has more lawyers than West
Germany, Canada, England, ') Japan, Switzerland and France

combined? Well, we don't. We have twice as many lawyers as all

those countries. And this year, more people will graduate from
law school than from engineering, medicine and computer programs
combined.

What do all these lawyers do? Lots of things. But
primarily, they sue. In the past 20 years, the number of
lawsuits (filed in federal courts?) has doubled. Today, the
average case takes a year to be resolved -- and in the past year
alone -- the number of cases that were pending for 3 years,
increased by 15 percent.

(Think about what that means. You can file a suit, and have
time to enroll in law school, study three years, graduate, and
represent yourself in court on the day the decision is reached.)

What does this litigation explosion cost our economy? Well,
the National Association of Manufacturers has just finished

looking at that question. According to a soon to be released
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study, American companies spend $200 billion dollars on direct
costs to lawyers. Keep in mind, that doesn't even count the
lawyers on their own payrolls, or the money they end up paying in
court settlements.

($200 billion sounds like a lot of money -- and believe me,
it is. American businesses now spend more on insurance, lawyers
and legal fees -- than on training our workers for the new
economy.)

Now, all these numbers and stories are impressive, but you
might ask -- what does it mean to me? If you look around
Waukesha and Wisconsin, you'll see examples -- of how the legal
crisis has crept into every crevice of our lives.

Ask Jack Perry, Coach of football Spartans -- at East
Brookfield High school.// Today, I'm told Jack and his team pay
about $150 bucks for every football helmet -- ten years ago they
paid about a third of that. Why the price increase? Because 18
companies in 18 years have stopped selling helmets, because they
can't afford the insurance. (Before this is over, we may go back
to the days of Jim Thorpe -- when people played football without
helmets. We will call that -- "progress.")

Or ask Mike Yaktus of Madison. Mike is a CPA, and he says
that so many people now sue accountants at the drop of a number,
that this year four out of ten accountants in Wisconsin are going
without insurance. The rest? They just pass the extra cost on

to you -- their customers.
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You know the legal crisis has touched everyone -- when it
becomes a topic of discussion for one of the noted commentators
on the American scene. I'm not talking about Mike Royko or Ted
Koppel. I'm talking about Hulk Hogan.

My grandkids tell me that in a movie last year -- Hulk Hogan
asks the bad guys if they are going to beat him up. And the bad
guys say -- "No, this is the nineties. We are going to sue you!™"

What is America coming to? As a nation -- isn't it time

that we sue each other less -- and care for each other more?//

We are up against two problems really. The first is the
individual legal crisis -- crazy lawsuits against volunteers,
teachers, doctors, coaches.

I've put forward a comprehensive reform of our Civil Justice
System -- complete with specific proposals to solve disputes
outside of the courthouse, to speed the legal process, to control
the use of expert witnesses, to control outrageous punitive
damages. And I believe we should copy a practice from our
friends in Britain -- and make the loser pay the winner's court
fees. I have a feeling that would put a stop to people who just

use the courts as harassment -- an expensive equivalent of a car

horn.

But an equally important problem is what we call -- product
liability -- the insurance businesses must pay to protect against
damages caused by their products and services.

You might think -- we need that protection, and you're right

-=- but the system is out of control.
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Does our current product liability system protect the
consumer's interests. No Instead, we pay higher
prices for everything from médicine to step ladders -- and
companies get discouraged from even coming up with neQ products -
- for fear they'll get sued because the new products are safer
than the old ones.

Well, what about people who are injured by a faulty product,
and get a court award -- don't they benefit? Some do. But, more
than half of all jury awards in product liability cases, ends up
in the pockets of lawyers, not regular people.

Well, at least product liability laws keep us safer, right?
Again, the answer is no. In Europe, Volvo offers parents a
built-in child safety seat. You can't buy it here in the U.S.
The company doesn't want to deal with our laws.

Our current product liability system is expensive, unsafe,
and it only benefits lawyers. But we could still afford this
mess -- if we were back the 1950's -- and our workers and
companies faced no foreign competition.

Today, we don't have the luxury. Liability costs are 15

. KT~
times greater than that”in Japan, and 20 times greater than
in Europe. Our businesses -- especially our small businesses —--

are staggering under a weight our competitors don't even carry.
The money we spend on legal explosion, is money we don't
spend on training, education, research, investment. It means the

difference between no jobs for our kids -- and good jobs for our
kids.
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We have got to do something about this.
We have ideas to speed the legal process -- and settle more
cases out of court -- which will help everyone.
And we want to have one national product liability law --
instead of the confusing 50 (ones) we have today. We want to put

a cap on punitive damages -- n't even exist outside the

U.S. and Great Britain. We make it tougher for people

to sue everyone involved wit oduct for all the damages. We

want to bring some rationality to the system.
The plan is pro-consumer, pro-business, pro-safety, and pro-
jobs. The experts agree with us.

So what's t em? Why do we still face this crisis?

In a term, the¢ Gridlock/Congress.

I know yo Sick of the blame-game in Washington, but
keep this in mind. Many members of Congress were once trial
lawyers. (Being a radio D.J. is about the only better training
you can find.)

Like my opponent, Governor Clinton -- many members of
Congress get their campaign funds from trial lawyer
organizations. So in many Congressional offices -- the only
thing that gathers more attention than a TV camera -- is a lawyer
in tasselled loafers.

That's why product liability reform has been blocked. Not

just for my three and a half years in office, but for almost a

decade.
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But this week, we have a chance -- to make our workers more
competitive with the Japanese and the Germans.

Product liability reform will be up before the U.S. Senate.
It's passed the House -- and we believe we have the votes -- to
pass the Senate.

But there's a catch -- something called "cloture." Now
cloture sounds like something a doctor would give you to keep a
wound shut. But it's not. It's the number of votes it takes --
to stop debate in the U.S. Congress. (As you can imagine,
getting Congress to stop talking requires a little effort.)

We're not sure we have the votes for cloture. And here's
the irony -- Congress may be able to stop the greatest legal
reform in a decade -- by using a legal loophole.

I need your help. I need a labor day present for the
American economy, and for the jobs of the future.

I need you to get on the phone and let Congress know, the
American people are tired of reading about crazy lawsuits. Tired
of high prices. Tired of unsafe products. Most of all, we're
tired of loosing jobs to the Europeans and the Japanese.//

What troubles me so about our litigation crisis, is that it
is so at odds with the true nature of America.

By suing each other for every insult every incrimination,

)
every injury -- we naively attempt to rid our world of risk.
Yes, we should not be reckless, but risk is part of life, part of

America.
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Think about it. As a nation we bring together people of
every color and every creed -- but all of us have the same
background in this respect. At some time, as our ancestors
looked at their lives and said -- lets take a risk, take a chance
on something else.

But what would have happened -- if Columbus had sued the
sailmakers of the Santa Maria? What if immigrants in 1903, had
tried to win pain and suffering damages -- because the floor on
Ellis Island had hurt their backs?

We cannot rid our world of risk, nor do we want to. Today,
I appeal to the common sense of the American people -- to take a
stand for America's values, and give our workers a chance to

compete in the world economy.

Thank you for listening. God bless Michigan. God Bless the

United States of America.



