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Note: This proclamation was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September
5, and it was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on September 9.

Remarks at Octoberfest in
Painesville, Ohio
September 5, 1992

Thank you all. What a great turnout.
Thank you so very much. Thank you. Thank
-you very much, Mike. Thank you, Mike
DeWine, our next United States Senator.
Thank you very, very much for that welcome.
Barbara and I are thrilled to be with you,
glad to be with you and Fran. It's good to
see Bob Bennett, our chairman; national
committeewoman Martha Moore over here;
and Bob Gardner, who's running for Con-
gress. We want to see him elected. He's sit-
ting over there. Of course, a very special
thanks to the Bencics. I'll tell you, what great
hosts they are: Steve, Gretel, Martin, Carl,
Edith, and Linda. What a wonderful family.
When I talk about family values 1 think of
their discipline, their love of country, and
their hard work.

I bring greetings today from your Gov-
emnor and from my very good friend, George
Voinovich. What an outstanding Governor
you have. He understands this country. You
know, Steve told me that this is the first time
that the Governor has missed this event since
1966; and the only reason he did it, because
he’s on a trade mission to Southeast Asia.
He’s opening up new markets for Ohio
goods, and that means creating jobs for Ohio
workers. I know he’s going to miss all his
bratwurst. I'm sure egg rolls taste great, but
you can’t put p on egg rolls. And
Voinovich will find that out,

Now, I don’t know whethér you all got to
do what Barbara and I did, but I hope you've
all seen Gretel’s cake. But you may not know
the story behind this enormous cake. I don’t
want to give away her age, but 50 years ago
when she was a little girl, the war in Europe
separated her from her mother. The Red
Cross came to Gretel’s rescue, so today she’s
returning the favor. Everyone who eats a
piece of that cake is contributing food to help
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the people of south Florida and Louisiana.
That is tﬁe American spirit, and Gretel, we're
very grateful to you. :

While we're talking about the tragedy iy
the south, I want to salute today the contin-
gents of Ohio’s finest: the Ohio National
Guard 176th Airlift Group, back from their
mission of mercy to south Florida, one mili-

rson down there helping family after
:_:'I);lge It is a wonderful oori:ce%t, and we're
proud of them all. Some of them served in
that Desert Storm, too, and they did a first- ;
dy the country

class job there, believe me. An
has not forgotten.

So, in summary, it's great to be here in
Painesville to help open up this year's
Octoberfest. You've got the four basic food
groups: pancakes and syrup, bratwurst and
beer; ang not one stick of broccoli anywhere &
in sight. This is a first-class—— 3

‘Well, this celebration has always been a 3
celebration of cultures, but this year, in a very ;
special way, it’s a celebration of the spirit.
We've witnessed a world of change. Across
Europe, across continents, from Panama City
to Prague, millions of men and women no
celebrate a new birth of freedom.

In Germany—and I think of that because
of my friendship with Steve—and in Ger-
many a wall has fallen. We should take great
pride in knowing that the German people
give us, the United States, great credit for
standing up for their unity, for reunification
of Germany, and for their freedom. We .
should be proud of that. For the people here
today, people who came to America from the
old country, who prayed for this day to come,
the change we've witnessed, this change
we've worked for, is a miracle come true.

- There are those—to quote the poet—who
will say that the liberation of humanity, the
freedom of man and mind, is nothing but
a dream. They are right. It is the American
dream. The American dream led to so much
of this freedom around the world. Today, our
challenge is to bring that spirit home, and
Mike DeWine said, home from the towns
your parents and grandparents were born in
to this new worlfr we call America, and t
focus this great Nation on the new missi

at hand. :

I know the main attraction this morning
is pancakes—[laughter]—not politics. I sa-
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lute not only the Republicans that are here,

Sbut I know there are many, many Democrats

ith us, and I'm very proud and pleased
dbout that. But today I want to—and I've
got to admit something, with the enthusiasm
of this welcome, the temptation is for me
to get up here and tear into the Governor
of Arkansas, which I've got to do from time
to time. But today, and 1 hope you'll bear
with me, I want to just take a few minutes
to talk to you about a serious matter, some-
thing I hope you'll be thinking about as you
go into that voting booth on November 34,
about the way we can change America’s
health care.

So this isn’t a rally speech. I want to talk
to you—a little substance on health care. 1
want to tell you first a story, a story about
the McNally family from Dorset, Ohio. I first
learned about them when Tiffany McNally
wrote me at the White House 2 years ago.
Four members of Tiffany’s family have a rare
blood disease, and Tiffany, who is adopted,
was born with fetal alcohol syndrome. Now,

Swhat if Mr. McNally were laid off, or worse

ill, lost his job? Or what if he found a better
bb, but the catch was no new health insurer
would carry him or his family? He’d have
to stay put and let that opportunity pass him

y.

Well, that is wrong. That's why we have
to change the health care system in America.
Health care reform isn’t just about studies
and cold statistics. It's about real worries and
real lives. We have the answers to those wor-
ries.

Let’s face it, the problem is not the quality
of health care. American health care is num-
ber one in the entire world. Since 1980, every
life expectancy is up; infant mortality is
down; death rates from heart disease down;
deaths from stroke down. Right now, 200
million Americans have access to quality care
system. . o

But that high quality, high-tech medical
care comes at an unacceptab e price: An esti-
mated 30 million Americans have no insur-

ance at all, and millions more, like the

fcNallys, are afraid to change jobs for fear
losing the health insurance that they've

~ got. All told, America’s health care now tops
$800 billion a year, and the cost is rising 2
to 3 times the rate of inflation. That’s why
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health care reform is a key part of my agenda
for economic security for every family in this
country.

This year, you watch, health care is going
to be a Republican issue. We have a gogld

T, . My Democratic opponents are di-
gide%ﬁ?etwein two bad programs, both of
which would put Government in charge of
health care.

The fact is we can reform the system with-
out pushing our economy into intensive care.
We must build on the strengths of the system
that’s given us the highest quality care in the
world, on consumer choice, on innovation
and state-of-the-art medicine, while control-
ling costs and expanding access. We need an
efficient health care system built on competi-
tion to control costs, not Government control
and rationing care. Above all, we need a
health care system that gives all Americans
real security, security that you can count on,
the coverage you need. My plan meets every
single one of these objectives.

We can make health care more accessible
by making health insurance more affordable.
Take a family of two parents and two kids.
Let’s say the family’s income, the total in-
come is $13,000. They're working hard to
make ends meet: low enough to put them
at the poverty line, high enough to make
them ineligible for Medicaid. Right now, that
family may fall through the cracks, may not
be covered through work, and may not be
able to afford any health care coverage at
all. Under my plan, that would change. This
family would get a $3,750 health care credit,
payable to the health care insurer of their

-choice.

For middle-income individuals and fami-
lies, all the way up to those\making $80,000,
my plan provides a health insurance tax cred-
it or deduction that will ease the burden of
health insurance costs. = -

All told, this plan will bring health care
coverage to almost 30 million uninsured
Americans and new help to nearly 95 million
Americans that are struggling to meet health
care’s runaway costs.

My plan provides security to families like
the McNallys and then others that are caught
up in what health care experts call “job lock,”
the fear that because of what they call pre-

existing medical conditions, changing jobs
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will cost you and your family your health in-
surance. We're going to change all of that.

My plan cuts runaway costs by making the
system more efficient. And the key is some-
thing we call health insurance networks,
pooling together individuals and businesses
that too often can’t afford to offer health in-
surance to their workers or that worry that
one worker’s illness or accident could drive
- everyone else’s health insurance right
through the roof. Insurance costs obey the
law of large numbers: the larger the grou
being insured, the lower the cost per individ-
ual; the broader the risk is spread, the lower
the administrative overhead.

We're also going to cut health care costs
by- wringing out waste and excess in the
present system. That’s why we have targeted
malpractice insurance for reform. You know
this, and I know it, and every American
knows it. High malpractice premiums mean
higher doctors’ bills, expensive, unnecessary
tests, higher hospital cost, costs passed along
not only to the patient but to every American
taxpayer. Last year alone, legal costs inflated
our doctors’ bills by $20 billion. You
shouldn’t have to pay a lawyer when you go
to the doctor.

When health care costs total more than
what we spend on our kids' education and
our country’s national defense combined—
education and defense combined, health care
costing more—even small changes can save
us billions. If we made all the changes I've
talked about, my plan would save nearly $400
billion in the next 4 years.

I listen to the American people, and you

want to know you've got insurance you can
count on. I don’t hear you calling for higher
taxes to finance a Government takeover of
our hospitals. I will never approve such a pro-
gram.
Yet that is exactly what some of my oppo-
nents want, to nationalize our health care sys-
tem: put Government in control; let Govern-
ment fix the prices; let Government ration
the kind of care that people get, and how
much, what kind, and when they’ll get it. Go
the Government route, and you know what
well get: our health care system that com-
bines the efficiency of the House of Rep-
resentatives post office with the compassion
of the KGB over there in Moscow.
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You know, we probably have to stop using
that comparison. That comparison made
few people hot under the collar. I even g
one letter from Russia telling me, “Quit
ning down the KGB.” [Laughter]

Nationalized health care, and here’s what
we're in for: long waiting lines, lists for sur-
gery, shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of
modern medicine. One example: Right
now—you've got great facilities in Cleve-
land—but right now the Cleveland Clinic
performs 10 coronary bypass surgeries—I
see we've got a doctor from the clinic over
here. [Laughter] Well, that's great. They per-
form 10 bypass surgeries a day; high tech,
high quality, special, excellent surgery with-
out any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie
in Canada, the wait for coronary bypass sur-
gery is up to 6 months, and that’s not the
kind of system that America wants or Amer-
ica needs.

Then there’s the cost. According to some
studies, nationalized health care would mean
a whopping $250 billion to $500 billion a year
in new taxes. But you won’t hear about hi
er taxes from the folks that are pushing
scheme. Just ask them about some of the side
effects of their plan, and they just say, “Take
two aspirin; call me after the election.”
[Laughter]

Well, this is what this election is about:
who's got the good ideas, and who's got some
lousy ones. We've the right ideas on health
care. They have the wrong ones. .

My opponent backs a plan that goes b
a diff)';relx))l:c;)ame, but in thl:a end it taies ym);
to the same place, nationalized health care.
It’s called “play or pay.” Listen for that one
during the fall),, “play or pay.” Here’s what
it means: Each employer must “play”, mean-
ing shell out for insurance for employees, or
“pay”, extract a payroll tax to finance Govern-
ment health coverage.

“Play or pay” will leave a lot of small busi-
nesses, those we are counting on to lead the
recovery we need so desEerately, with two
crummy options: cut workers’ wages to pay
for mandated health care, or fire some wo
ers and use the savings to cover the rest.
cording to an independent Urban Institute™
study, the “pay” part of this plan is no play-
ground. It will require at least a 7-percent |
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ayroll tax. Now you small-business people

. ﬁe}r’:’ you that have your sleeves rolﬁad I:1p
nning a restaurant or running a neighbor-
hood store of some kind, think about that
one.

According to estimates, that kind of tax will
cost this country 700,000 jobs. For an em-
ployee earning $24,000 a year say, that pay-
roll tax would mean $1,700 chopped right out
of his paycheck. Higher prices, Ewer wages,
lost job: Any way you look at it, that is the
wrong prescription for America.

So in the end, this “play or pay” is no dif-
ferent from nationalized health care. I'm
tempted to call it “pay and fpay and pay
again.” It'’s an open invitation for employers
to stop offering health benefits, throw the
problem in the Government's lap, and dump
millions of Americans that are working into
a public plan like Medicaid.

Right now, the cost of health care eats up
13 percent of all the goods and services that
we. produce. Do you really want to turn an-
other huge chunk of our economy over to

t. According to some
salth care would mean

1to $500 billion a year_ - the Government? We can't afford to saddle
von’t hear ab01'1t higlake : purselves with a health care cure that’s worse

that are pushing @ than the disease, especially when we have
about some of the side a much better alternative.

d they just say, “Take

Now you can see why I believe health care
after the election.”

is going to be a Republican issue this year.
My opponent just isn’t up to the mark on
health care. A major newspaper that I don’t
quote too often these days, the New York
Times—]{laughter]—described Bill Clinton’s
attention to health care issues as, I quote,
“occasional.” It’s no surprise why. After hav-
ing Governor Clinton for 12 years, one in
four folks in Arkansas don’t even have health
insurance. Bill Clinton has promised he’ll do
for America what he’s done for Arkansas.
And my question is: Why would we let him?
I want to start our program that’s been
sitting up on Capitol Hill for a while moving
forward. Move forward on health reform.
And Congress comes back from what they
call a wor%T riod—they’ve been on vacation
for a ‘month and a.half—next Tuesday. My
opponents are divided. Even they know their
m\proposals won’t work. And I say, let Congress
start by passing my small business health care
reforms to bring affordable, quality health
care to millions of Americans who don’t have
it now. Make it a Labor Day present to the

his election is about:
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American worker and to the American family
and get off your backsides and do something
about it.

If you think I'm a little frustrated with this
gridlocked Congress, you are right. We ought
to clean House. On this Labor Day weekend,
we should remember what Jefferson called
the sum of good government: Whether it re-
spected the right of each one of us, Thomas
Jefferson said, and I quote, “A wise and fru-
gal government shall not take from the
mouth of labor the bread that it has earned.”
In Jefferson’s day, doctors made house calls
on horseback and life was short. Today, we
have miracle medicines that can pluck us
from death’s door.

But all this is of no matter if we can’t afford
it, not if it is reserved only for the privileged
or the prosperous, not if it bankrupts the
families of America. We must not take from
the mouth of labor the bread that you have
earned. We must fix the health care system
of America.

Once again, let me say I hope this hasn’t
been too long and too specific, but this strikes
at the core and the well-being of every single
family in America. There is no better place
to talk about family and family values than
it is right here with Stéve and Gretel. To
all of you, my thanks for this warm Ohio wel-
come. May God bless the greatest, freest
country on the face of the Earth, the United
States of America. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m., at the
Lake County fairgrounds. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks on Arrival at Greenville,
South Carolina

September 5, 1992

Thank you all very, very much. What a
great welcome back to this wonderful State.

Listen, I am so proud that the First Lady
of South Carolina is with us, our old friend,
Iris Campbell. You've got a great Governor,
and you've got a great First Lady. And they
represent this State with honor and dignity.

- - Lay
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
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SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT OCTOBERFEST

I. SUMMARY

On Saturday, September 5th at 9:30 a.m., you will deliver
remarks to an audience of 1,500 at the 30th Annual Steve Bencic
Original American Octoberfest in Painesville, Ohio.

ITI. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 20 minutes / teleprompter),
following a pancake breakfast, focus on your health care proposal
by highlighting its real-world practicality through a real-life
example.

Following your remarks, you will participate in a few of the
Octoberfest activities. ‘
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTH CARE
PAINESVILLE, OHIO

SEPTEMBER 5, 1992
9:30 A.M.

[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic [BENZ-ick]. //

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time Governor
Voinovich has missed this event since 1966. He's on a trade
mission to South Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and
creating new jobs for Ohio workers. // I'm sure Korean spring
rolls taste great ... but you can't put syrup on a spring roll.

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but 50 years
ago, when Gretel was a little girl, the war in Europe separated
her from her Mother. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need.

The survivors of Hurricane Andrew have been eating military
rations for 8 days. We have a cargo plane on stand-by -- ready
to descend on them with 500 pounds of Gretel's cake. I know
there won't be a crumb left in sight.

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units [xxx and xxx], on route now

to southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painesville to help open this
year's Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups:
pancakes and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not_a sbrig of
broccoli to be seen. //

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men
and womén now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people
here today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country --

who prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed --
this change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. // )

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. But today I want to take a few minutes to speak to you
about a serious matter, something I hope you'll be thinking about
as you go into that voting booth November 3rd: About the way we

can chahge America's health care system for the better. //
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I want to tell you a story about the McNally family from
Dorset, Ohio -- I first learned about them when Tiffany McNally
wrote me at the White House two years ago. Tiffany-turned—316-
<ius£_last_uaekn.Zgégéégggis healthy -- but her Dad has a rare

blood disease. So do her two sisters and her two brothers.

<:?——-Tiffany doe 18 b1oe isease

=
adopted. But through her natural mother, Fiffany was born with

/1

is—a-et%%*ﬁ?EEETKETT‘(ZF%;GZEne visit to the doctor costs more

than Mrs. McNally earns all week. See, it sounds tough. But my

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

point today isn't to tell you how tough things are at Tiffany's LVJ&
—

house. As Mrs. McNally says: "They make do." J//
But what if Mr. McNally were laid off -- or worse still, if
he lost his job. Wedld—in-Mrs—MCNally*s—words:—“Theyld—Pbe—
—Sarnkeli- er—ietéZC€Z¥ ﬁg? McNally found a better job =-- but the
j§gzé catch was: No new health insurer would carry him or his family.
VPO He'd have to stay put, and let that opportunity pass him by.

Well, that is wrong. That's why we have to change the
health care system in America. Reforming health care
isn't just about studies and cold statistics -- it's about real

worries / real lives.

wZZéé q ity - A%ff’ £4£s:-saee”/}2:\'
/quality of care. American health care is £i ; number

one in the world. Since 1980, average life expectancy in America

is up -- infant mortality is down. Death rates from heart
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disease are down. Deaths from stroke -- rt .of the

reason is one of the best kept

more than 1 percent. We're

A

cafe—system;>/1;ut that high quality, high-tech medical care comes

at an unacceptable price: 34 million Americans have insuranc
/

at all -- and millions more are afraid to change jobs for fear of

losing the health insurance they've got. America's health care

costs now top $800 billion dollars a year -- and the cost is

rising two to three times the rate of inflation. //
And-donlt kid yeurselves~——We—-all-pay for high health—eare—
T i a
b/// econony—-—drive up the-deficit -- and soak up money you-need—fer

oehe;—impertaﬂt_TEmIIy-EXpEHSEST“77'5¥;;;'s why health care

reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

This election year, health care is going to be a Republican
issue. // We've have a good program, and my Democratic

opponents are divided between two bad ones -- both of which would

put government in charge of health care.

Right now, the st of health care e

up 13 percent all

the goods and s

ices we produce. e last thing I nt to do
ge of a huge chunk the American

agon. [/ Lﬁyéfiéa

Yy bigger than the Pe
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simpl annot affor take aﬂgﬁgplé/;;’government- n heaisg
carte. [/

of-theg-art
a ess;]'/XE?G; need an efficient health care system built on

competition to control costs -- not government control and
rationing care. e t -

t3AQEE%;§¥§<E%g;g§£§E;E§Eh“ But above all, a health care system

that gives all Americans real security -- seqgurity -/—that—if-you—

’ ’
¢a‘ gL caC
yeu'tii—stiti~be—abie—®e count on the coverage you need. //

My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We start making health care more accessible -- by making

health insurance more affordable.”

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working

oand Ldrite a
parent;-

sove;age.——LatLs_sa¥—$hat—fami4y*§’%:€;1 income is §13,000)-- low

them ineligible for Medicaidu\)ffLigight now, that familylfxll

through the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at

all. Under my plan, that would change: this family would
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qualify for $3,750 health care credit -- payable to the health

care insurer of their choice. J(Ard—large state insurance—poois
Will-ensure—that—eur—ecredit—will paythe—full cost—efa—quality
__Qgélth_plan.;—-f;;_’%or middle-income individuals and families -

- all the way up to those making $80,000 dollars -- my plan

provides a health insurance tax credit or deduction that will

ease the burden of health insurance costs. //

My plan will bring health care coverage to almost 30 million

uninsured Americahs --= : -

-
— g—

=~ - ew help for

nearly 95 million Americans =

struggling to meet health care's runaway costs.

and

-=- the

My plan cuts runaway costs d?y:n:aking the system more

efficient. The key is something we call Health Insurance

Networks -- pooling together individuals and businesses that too
often can't afford to offer health insurénce to their workers --
or that worry that one worker's illness or accident could drive
everyone's health insurance through the roof.
" «Here's how it works. [Eésurance costs obey the "law of large
numbers:" The larger the group being insured, the lower the cost

per individual -- the broader the risk is spread -- the lower the




administrative overhead.g:;;ink of it this way: The more people

on your side, the better the bargain ydu can strike. What ki

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out

waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for refotm.

(%&ou shouldn't have to pay a lawyer when you go to the
doctor _)

T High malpractice
premiums mean higher doctors nsive, unnecessary tests

and higher hospital costs -- costs passed alo not only to the

patient, but to every American taxpayer. Last yea lone, legal
costs inflated our doctors' bills by $20 billion dollars.

These—are'the~king_gj;chaages—we—waat—%e—makev/sagen health

care costs total more than what we spend on our kids' education

and our country's national defense -- combined -- even small
changes can save us billions. And if we made all the changes

I've talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars

in the next four years. //

I listen to the American people. —Youwant—to—knowyoulve-
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Jose your job / or change ygnr—éebf//f:i;n't hear you calling for

higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

And yet that's what some of my opponents want: To
nationalize our health care system. Put government in control:
let government fix prices, let government ration the kind of care
people get -- how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. /

Go the government route, and you know what we'll get: A health
care system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office
with the compassion of the KGB. //

You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
running down the KGB." //

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,

the wait for coronary bypass surgery is up to six months. -Need

eéLiHKPﬂﬂ%FiKﬂﬂiEﬁ”ﬁi;;;T;-not the kind of system America wants or

needs.

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,

nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in new taxes. // é::T/
ADD Joké
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My opponent backs a plan that goes by a different name --
but in the end, takes you to the same place: Nationalized health
care. It's called "Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each
employer must "play" -- meaning: shell out for insurance for
employees, or "pay" -- extract a payroll tax to finance
government health coverage. //

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --
with twaig?::g%s(none of us would envﬂ: Cut workers' wages to
pay for mandated health care. Or fire some workers and use the
savings to cover the rest. // According to an independent Urban
Institute study, the "pay" part of this plan is no playground.

It will require at at least a 7 percent payroll tax. “And by-oche_
astimate,fzggz will cost this country 700,000 jobs. For an
employee earning $30,000 dollars a year =-- that payroll tax would
mean $2100 chopped out of his paycheck. // Higher prices, lower
wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it =-- that's the wrong

rescription for America.

d, "Play or pay" is really pd different frozm ’
ationalized health caré. I'm temptedto call it "pay and pay \
again." It Anvites employets to stop offefing health
bepefits, throw e problem inthe government's”lap, and dump
millions of wofking Americafis into a public flan like Medigdid.
We capft afford to/saddle ourselves Aith a health gare cure

that's worse than theg disease. Especially when we have a good

alterrative. //
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Congress comes back from recess next Tuesday. I want to
start moving forward on reform. My opponents are divided -- even
they know their two proposals won't work. I say: Le; Congress
start by passing my small business health care reforms -- an&bﬂﬁﬁ

age that will mé€ affordable, quality health care.ﬁnr'+0

millions of Americans who don't have it now. Make it a Labor Day
present to the American worker. //

I know this morning I've asked you to hear me out on a
serious subject. But real health care reform is a matter --
literally -- of life and death importance to working men and
women and their families. /

What about my opponent? Well, earlier this year, one of
America's major newspapers described Bill Clinton's attention to
health care issues as -- and I quote -- "occasional." And it
cited this fact: One in four Arkansans has no health insurance -
- a much higher rate than the national average.

Bill Clinton's been Governor of his state for 12 years.

What if he keeps his promise to do for America what he did for

Arkansas? Then where will we be? //

I thought you should know that one candidate sees health
care reform as more than a slogan -- more than another excuse to
make government bigger or take more of your taxes.

On this Labor Day weekend, we should remember what Lincoln
called the true test of government: Whether it respected the
right of each one of us -- and I quote =-- "to put into his own

mouth the bread that his own hands have earned." //
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In Lincoln's day, doctors made log cabin calls and life was
sﬁort. Today, we have miracle medicines that can pluck us from
death's-door. //

But all this is of no matter, if we cannot afford it. .Not
if it is reserved only for the privileged or the prosperous. Not
if it baﬁkrupts the families of America. We must "put in the
mouth of labor the bread that you have earned." We must fix the
health care system of America. //

Once again, my thanks to Steve and Gretel and to all of you
for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may God blesslthe United States

of America. # # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: DAN MC GROARTY W"%

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT OCTOBERFEST

I. SUMMARY

on Saturday, September 5th at 9:30 a.m., you will deliver
remarks to an audience of 1,500 at the 30th Annual Steve Bencic
original American Octoberfest in Painesville, Ohio.

II. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 20 minutes / teleprompter),
following a pancake breakfast, focus on your health care proposal
by highlighting its real-world practicality through a real-life
example.

Following your remarks, you will participate in a few of the
Octoberfest activities. |




McGroarty (Walters/Bunton)
September 4, 1992
11:15 a.m.
(health]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTH CARE
, PAINESVILLE, OHIO
SEPTEMBER 5, 1992
9:30 A.M.

' [Acknowledgements.] And of céurée, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic [BENZ-ick]. //

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time Governor
Voinovich has missed this eventysince 1966. He's on a trade
mission to South Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and
creating new jobs for Ohio workers. // 1I'm sure Korean spring
rolls taste great ... but you can't put syfup on_a spring roll.

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to givé away her age, but 50 years
ago, when Gretel was a little girl, the war in Europe geparated
her from her Mother. Thé Red Cross came fo Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor,~to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need.

The survivors of Hurricane Andrew have been eating military
rations for 8 days. We have a cargo plane on stand-by -- ready
to descend on them with 500 pounds of Gretel's cake. I know
there won't be a crumb left in sight. |

[[Apd I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units [xxx and xxx], on route now

to southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painesviile to help open this
year's Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups:
pancakes ana syrup / bratwurst and beer. [/ And not a sprig of
bfoccoli to be seen. // | |

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a Qorld of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men
and women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people
here today -- people who came to America from the 014 Country --

who prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed --
this change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
- nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission-at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. But today I want to take a few minutes to speak to you
about a serious matter, something I hope you'll be thinking about
as'you go ihto that voting booth November 3rd: About the way we

can change America's health care system for the better. //
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I want to tell you a story about the McNally family from

Dorset, Ohio -- I first learned about them when Tiffany McNally

wrote me at the White House two years ago. Tiffany—turned—i6—
3 H ke

Z
] Fust_last_iweeks EZ;?ﬁ is healthy -- but her Dad has a rare

l blood disease. So sisters and her two .

A~) Tiffany dee

adopted. But-threugh—her natural mother,
\ Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. //

Q»is—a—ut444e1—verkerf;;i—;;utine visit to the doctor costs more

f

/ than Mrs. McNally earnsh\all week. See, it sounds tough. But my

/

point today isn't to tell u how tough things are at Tiffany's

house. As Mrs. McNa hey make do."

B i . == still, if

sunk-"—Or let's_say Mr. McNally found a better job -- but the

\ he lost his job. Well, in Mrs. McNallyls—words:—*They'dbe

\ catch was: No new health insurer would carry him or his family.

\
\

\_ He'd have to stay put, and let that opportunity pass him by.
Well, that is wrong. That's why we have to change the
health care system in America. Reforming health care reform
isn't just about studies and cold statistics -- it's about real
worries / real lives.
Let's be clear: The one thing this crisis is not about is
the guality of care. American health care is first-rate, number
one in the world. Since 1980, average life expectancy in America

is up -- infant mortality is down. Death rates from heart
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disease are down. Deaths from stroke -- down. Ki?art—°f¢%he

son_Ls,oge__gﬁ_nm—hﬁsi’— kept sech
took © =y W = H caSed 225 "“:e‘ 3 Mmedica pSed
more at >o—pereen de're going—afte svery ino om AlD to

Alzeimers—-—t°—9aVe—the‘?°ﬂﬂg—ﬁﬂd—eié—ei—AmeEiC§:;¥#

Right now, 200 million Americans have access to this quality

care system. But that high quality, high-tech medical care comes

at an unacceptable price: 34 million Americans have no insurance
at a —- and millions more are afraid to change jobs for fear of

losing the health insurance they've got. America's health care

costs now top $800 billion dollars a year -- and the cost is

rising two to three times the rate of inflation. //

Anmd—don't Kid yourselves——We-all pay for high health care

eco - i ici r

ot23£#;mggrIant_familx_gxpgn5254__J/ That's why health care

reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

This election year, health care is going to be a Republican
issue. // We've have a good program, and my Democratic

opponents are divided between two bad ones -- both of which would

e - _——
Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent of all ,
uv o rolly  wank o Furn tht

the goods and services (we produce. The ast thing I want to do //

erican///

on. /1 Emerk

Mot § 9 [LWA45



ﬁ{?}d) (?he fact is: We can reform the system without pushing our

i
economy into intensive care:;>We must build on the strengths of
the present system: on consumer choice, on innovation and state-
of-the-art medicine -- while controlling costs and expanding

]
access. [/ We need an efficient health care system built on

competition to control costs -- not government control and

rationing care. One-that—keeps COStS down -- OpeRS_UP aCcCeSS - >

N
agd,a%&Uws—chbtti—tn—eare}§%§ut above all, a health care system

that gives all Americans real security -- security / that if you

change jobs, if you or your kids develop serious health problems,
you'll still be able to count on the coverage you need. //
My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We start making health care more accessible -- by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and
r

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to 3,750

dollars a year that will guarantee a quality health insurance

package for the poor.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working cl)
77 WA
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide healtﬁ//// hol 4

. . A
coverage. Let's say that family's total income 1s $13,000/ -- low— Jhe #

e “hem a = i e
them ineligible for Medicaid. —7— Right now, that family /fall;!
through the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at

all. Under my plan, that would change: this family would
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qualify for $3,750 health care credit -- payable to the health

care insurer of their choice. (And—%arge—state—insuraﬂee—pools //L%U

will:cnsu;a—that—ear—credit—wiTT—pE?—fHE‘IﬁII:;ggt—of—a—quaiity (01
H
health plan.)—//—For middle-income individuals and families - o

- all the way up to those making $80,000 dollars —-- my plan

provides a health insurance tax credit or deduction that will

ease the burden of health insurance costs. //

My plan will bring health care coverage to almost 30 million

uninsured Americans -- security to people who, for far too long,

have had to do without. And all told, my plan means new help for

nearly 95 million Americans ( -% of American families) now

struggling to meet health care's runaway costs.

My plan provides security to families like the McNallys and
others caught in what health care experts call "job lock" -- the
fear that because of what they call "pre-existing medical
conditions," changing jobs will cost you and your family your

health insurance.

My plan cuts runaway costs =-- by making the system more

efficient. The key is something we call Health Insurance
Networks -- pooling together individuals and businesses that too
often can't afford to offer health insurance to their workers --
or that worry that one worker's illness or accident could drive
everyone's health insurance through the roof."

numE§£§iﬂwa;; larger~the group being insured, the lower the cost

P aall

/’ per individual -- the broadér the risk is spread -- the lower the

e ,

/t\ Gyl .Vl 52 [y




administrative overhgig;) Think of it this way: The more people

on your side, the better the bargain yodu can strike. What kind

purchasing co-op - go back to negotiate with the car

dealer? You'd drive a rder bargain -- and get the same car for

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform.

You shouldn't have to pay a lawyer when you go to the
doctor. Right now, people are doing just that: High malpractice
premiums mean higher doctors' bills, expensive, unnecessary tests
and higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to the

patient, but to every American taxpayer. Last year alone, legal

costs inflated our doctors' bills by $20 billion dollars.

These are the kind—ef changes—we want—to—make. When health
care costs total more than what we spend on our kids' education
and our country's national defense -- combined -- even small
changes can save us billions. And if we made all the changes
I've talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars
in the next four years. //

I listen to the American people. You-want—to knew—you've

i € you can coun =
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1qgg,your—1ob—f—or—change—yduf=%eh< I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

And yet that's what some of my opponents want: To

nationalize our health care system. Put government in control:
let government fix prices, let government ration the kind of care
people get -- how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. /

Go the government route, and you know what we'll get: A health
care system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office
with the compassion of the KGB. //

You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
running down the KGB." //

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,
the wait for coronary bypass surgery is up to six months. Need—

your <tansi ? er: e waiting Iis i

3:2§3—%fg:g§nth=:’ That's not the kind of system America wants or

needs.

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,

nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in new taxes. //
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My opponent backs a plan that goes by a different name -- el

Diptch .
put in the end, takes you to the same place:' Nationalized health :
care. 1It's called "Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each
employer must "play" --= meaning: shell out for insurance for
employees, Or "pay" -- extract a payroll tax to finance
government health coverage. //

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --
Crupmm

with twe\optgons;none—of=ﬂs=WE§¥§E=§vY: Cut workers' wages to

pay for mandated health care. Or fire some workers and use the

savings to cover the rest. // According to an independent Urban
Institute study, the "pay" part of this plan is no playground.

It will require at at least a 7 percent payroll tax. And by one
estimate, that will cost this country 700,000 jobs. For an

employee earning $30,000 dollars a year -- that payroll tax would

mean $2100 chopped out of his paycheck. // Higher prices, lower /

wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the wrong /
prescription for America.

In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from
nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay
and pay again." It invites employers to stop offering health
benefits, throw the problem in the government's lap, and dump

millions of working Americans into a public plan like Medicaid.

%e can't afford to saddle ourselves with a health care cure

that's worse than the disease. Especially when we have a good

alternative. //
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congress comes back from recess next Tuesday. I want to
start moving forward o§r¥2%orm. My opponents are divided -- even
they know their two proposals won't work. I say: Let Congress
start by passing my small business health care reforms -- a
package that will mean affordable, quality health care for
millions of Americans who don't have it now. Make it a Labor Day

present to the American worker. //

b 4

I know~this morning I've asked you to hear me O on a
serious subjeck. But real health care reform is-a matter --
literally -- of INfe and death importance to working men and

women and their families. / i w&u; K Tiren
What about my opponent?/ Well, earlier this year, one of

America's major newspapers/described Bill Clinton's attention to
A .
health care issues as -- and I quote -- "occasional." And it
dogere—2 And e ot /
cited this fact: One in fou v‘rkansans gag%ﬁé health insurance r,

VAN
ne

= a muc ge ate ar

Bill Clinton's been/Governor of his state for 12 years.
What if he keep i f SHise—to do\ for America what he did for
Arkansas? Then whefe will we be? /

I thought y6u should know that one candidate sees health
care reform aé more than a slogan -- more than another excuse to
make govepfiment bigger or take more of your taxes

Bn Fhis Labor Day weekend, we should remember what Lincoln
called the true test of gove?nment: Whether it respected the

right of each one of us -- and I quote -- "to put into his own

mouth the bread that his own hands have earned." //
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In Lincoln's day, doctors made log cabin calls and life was
short. Today, we have miracle medicines that can pluck ué from
death's door. // ] |

But all this is of no matter, 'if we cannot afford it. Not
if it is reserved only for the privileged or the prosperous. Not
if it bankrupts the families of America. We must "put in the
mouth of labor the bread that you have earned.% We must fix the
health care system of America. //

once again, my thanks to Steve and Gretel and to all of you

for this warm Ohio welcome =-- and may God bless the United States

of America. # # #
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"

[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -

© - Steve and Gretel Bencic. [/

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed out
on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but he's got good
reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea -- opening new markets for Ohié goods, énd creating new
jobs for Ohio workers. //

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but __ years
ago, when Gretel was 2 years old, the war in Europe separated her
from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- éo
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That's the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //1]

And after x~-thousand Meals Ready to Eat, we may just airlift

- Gretel's cake to Miami to take care of dessert. //

[(And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's
finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and xxx, on route now to

southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's
Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups: pancakes
and syfup / bratwurst and beer. // And not one sprig of
broccoli in sight. // A

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people here

today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country -- who

prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed -- this
change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.
There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that

the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dreanm.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your p;rents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something.a little different -- I want to take a few
minutes to speak to you about a serious mattef, something you -

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care

system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone

concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling

health care costs as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,

for our kids -- has to top the list. //

Maybe you're worried about what happens to your health care
if you change jobs -- or worse still, if you lose your job.

Maybe you've got a child with a long-term illness. You're
worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -
- you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,
TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] //

The one thing this crisis is not about is gquality of care.
American health care is first-rate, number one in the world.
Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant
mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths
from stroke -- down. One.béq}%éason is the;?i:g percent increase
in federal medical research in everything from Alzheimers to
AIDS. And right now, the vast majority of Americans have
access to this quality care system. But the cost we pay for
health care has skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone
who's made a trip to the pharmacy for prescription pills lately -
- but America's annual health care costs have risen from $74

billion dollars in 1970 to $800 billion dollars today. And

still, more than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our

economy =-- drive up the deficit =-- and soak up money we need for

other vital public programs. //

;: Back in Washington, some of the political pundits say that

health care is a Democratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
and I'll tell you why: We've got the compassion -- and the
common sense -- to change our system for the better. Health care
reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to do is put the government in charge ofMof the
American economy. //

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our

health care system. Put government in control: let government

set prices, let government ration the kind of care people get --

how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the

government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care

system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with

the compassion of the KGB. //
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You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
running down the KGB." // |

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coréhary

bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --

without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,

the wait for coronary bypass surgery is six months. Need your
tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canada is 3 and
1/2 months. //

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,

nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in new taxes. [/
But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing

that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and

they just say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the

election. //
But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called

wplay or pay," and here's what it means: Each employer must

"play" -- meaning: prdvide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" -- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.
Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses =--

businesses that aré the heartbeat of this American economy
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-- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for
mandated health care. Two, fire some workers and use the savings
to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along
the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices;
lower wadges, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the
wrong prescription for America. //
| In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from
nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay."
It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw the
problem in the government's iap, and dump millions of working
Americans into a pubiié plan like Medicaid. And because the new
payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly pay for the program -
- you, the American taxpayer, will have to pick up the tab. //

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing our
economy into intensive care. [/ We start with these objectives:
a health care system built on choice -- not government control.
One that keeps costs down -- and opens up access. But above all,
a health care system that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, if they or their kids
develop serious health problems, they'll still be able to count
on the coverage they néed. //

My plan meets evefy one of these objectives.

We can start -making health care more accessible by making

health insurance more affordahle. For low-income individuals and

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
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dollars a year to help people buy private health insurance.
Middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up to those
making $80,000 dollars ~-- will get a health insurance tax
deduction. All told, that's new help to purchase health
insurance for 70 million Americans.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent —-- employed by a company that doesn't proﬁide health
coverage. That family's total income is $10,000 -- low enough to
put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under my plan, that would change: this family would qualify for

$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of
their choice. [/

All together, my plan will bring health-care coverage to
almost 30 million uninsured Americans -- security to people who,

for far too long, have had to do without. //

And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut

runaway costs -- by making the system more efficient. The key is

something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool small
businesses that too often can't afford to offer health insurance
to their workers, or worry that one worker's illness or accident
could drive everyone's.health insurance through the roof.

Insurance costs obey the "law of large numbers:" The largef
the group being insured, the lower the cost per individual.

Think of it this way: What kind of a deal can you get bargaining
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with the grocer to buy one box of cereal? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your street, or better yet everyone in
your town, and.then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a
harder bargain and get a better price. The same thing works for
healfh care.

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have to
pay a lawyer when you go to fhe doctor. Right now, people are
doing just that:v High malpractice premiums mean higher doctors'
bills, higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to
the patient, but to every American taxpayer. [[Last year alone,
legal costs inflated our doctors bills by xx billion dollars.]]

Some I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our

country's national defense -- combined -- even small changes can

save us billions.

I won't detail this morning the way the Health Insurance
Networks I mentioned will save money by helping cut red tape and
paperwork -- the way we'll simplify and speed up claims
processing, or bring the growth in government health programs

under control. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've

talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four years. [/
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So today I challenge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms -- with thePpackage that will mean affordable,
quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it
ndw, and pass my plan. And I ask all of you here to join me --
tell the Congress it's time to act. //

You know, when youlre President, you get a lot of advice --
from all over the country, from people of all ages. Here's one
example, from a boy named Cory, 11 yea;s old, on what a President
should do when you're fighting with Congress, and you just can't
get things done. Here's the quote: '"Meet at the Capitol at
midnight, and check the Consfitution to see who's right." //

Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America's
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a new American century.

We can 1lift this country to new heights, to new hope. And

we will build the strong, secure America we want to pass on to

our kids. //

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may

God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats o o our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic [BENZ-ick]. [/

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time Governor
Voinovich missed this event since 1966. He's on a trade mission
to South Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and
creating new jobs for Ohio workers. // I'm sure Korean spring

rolls taste great ... but you can't put syrup on a spring roll.

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but 50 years
ago, when Gretel was a little girl, the war in Europe separated
her from her Mother. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need.

The survivors of Hurricane Andrew have been eating mllltaQr

/Méals-ﬁeady—%e—sa;;;;r 8 days. We have a cargo plane on stand-
by -- ready to descend on them with 500 pounds of Gretel's cake.
Keoyw Wit
I domit—think theref}g‘be a crumb left in sight.
[[And I want té salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units [xxx and xxx], on route now

to southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painesville to help open this
year's Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups:
pancakes and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not a sprig of
broccoli to be seen. [/

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men
and women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people
here today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country --
- who prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed --
this change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little different -- I want to take a few

minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, somethin?1§8577”i'49u

sheu@éfbe thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care
system f the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling
health care spending as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

I want to tell you a story about a family from Dorset, Ohio
-- a family I first learned about when Tiffany McNally wrote me
at the White House two years ago. Tiffany just turned 16 last
week. Her Mom is healthy =-- but her Dad has a rare blood
disease. So do her two sisters and her two brothers.

Tiffany doesn't have the blood disease -- you see, she was
adopted. But through her natural mother, Tiffany was born with
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. //

Tiffany's mom works part-time as a church secretary; her dad

is a utility worker. A single, routine visit to the doctor costs

more than Mrs. McNally earns all week. My point today isn't to

tell you how tough things are in Tiffany's house.<i;;d_say_——

: | B

No, I want to focus on one thing Tiffany and h //féﬁiz;///

shouldn't have to worry about: If Mr. McNally-was laid off -- or

worse still, if he lost his job, well in Mrs. McNally's words:
"They'd be sunk." Let's say Mr. McNally found a new job == a

better job -- but the catch was: No new health insurer would

(ke
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carry him or his family; He'd have to stay put, and let that
opportunity pass him by.

Well, that is wrong. That!s one of the things we've got to
change -- and that's why I want to see my:plan passed. A story
like Tiffany's family's touches all of us. Because health care
reform isn't just about studies and cold statistics -- it's about
real worries / real lives.

Let's be clear: The one thing this crisis is not about is |
guality of care. American health care is first-rate, number one
in the world. Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is
up -- infant mortality is down. Death rates from heart disease
are down. Deaths from stroke -- down; Part of the reason is one
of the best kept secrets in Washington: And that is that, since
I took office, we've increased funding for federal medical
. research more than 150 pe;cent, in everything from Alzheimers to
AIDS.

Right now, 200 million Americans have access to this quality
care system. But that high quality, high-tech medical care comes
at an unacceptable price: 34 million Americans have no insurance
at all -- and millions more are afraid to change jobs for fear of
losing the health insurance they've got. America's health care
costs now top $800 billion dollars a year -- and the cost is
rising two to three times the rate of inflation. //

. And don;t kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more. than once. High health costs are a drag on our

economy -- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money you need for
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other important family expenses. [/ That's why health care
reform is a key part of my agenda for economic seéuritg. !/

This election year, health care is going to be a ngggl;ggg
issue. // We've got a good program, and my Democratic opponents
are divided -- between two bad ones, both of which would put
government in charge of health care.

Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent of all
the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want to do
is put the government in charge of another huge chunk of the
American economy. // America simply canndt afford to take a
gamble on government-run health care. // |

The fact is: We can reform the system without pushing our
economy into intensive care. [/ We stért with these 6bjectives:
an efficient health care system built on competition to control
costs -- not government control and rationing care. One that

keeps costs down -~ and opens up access -- and allows choice in

care. But above ali, a health care system that gives all

" Americans real security -- security / that if they change jobs,
if they or their kids develop serious health problems, they'll
still be abie to count on the coverage they need. //

We've gét to build on the strengths of the present system:
on.consumer_choice,'on innovation and state;of-the-art medicine -
- while controlling costs and expanding access. |

My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We start making health care more accessible -- by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and
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families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
dollars a year that will guarantee a quality health insurance
package for the poor.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
pérent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's‘ﬁbtal income is $13,000 -- low enough to
put them at the poverty line, bﬁt high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that familf falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.
Under m lan, that would change: this family would qualify for
$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health,cére insurer of
their choice. (And large state insurance pdols will ensure that
our credit will pay the full cost of a quality health plan.) //

For middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up
to those making $80,000 dollars -- my plan provides a health
insurance tax credit or deduction that will ease the burden of
. Chlf :Zveser

. . | /K . 27-37

My plan will bring health care coverage to almogt 30 million

health insurance costs. //

uninsured Americans -- security to people who, for fax 00/ long,
have had' to do without. And all told, my plan means new help for

nearly 95 million Americans now struggling to meet health care's

runawvay costs.

My plan provides security to families like the Mcﬁallys and
others caught in what health care experts call "job lock" -- the
fear that because of "pre-existing medical conditions," cﬁanging

jobs will cost you and your family their health insurance.
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- My plan cuts runaway costs -- by making the system mofe
efficient. The key is something we call Health Insurance
Networks -- to pool together in@ividuals and businesses that too
6ften can'f afford to offer health insurance to their workers --
or that worry that one worker's iilness or accident could drive
everyone's health insurance thrgugh the roof.
Here's how it works. Insurance costs obey the "law of large

numbers:" The larger the group being insured, the lower the cost

per individual -- the broader the risk is spread -- the lower the

o . 2 '/ . T)\"\,t l,} .,}-k,) Wiy L 'H"" Ry Mp\L T Yy Sadde , 7\’(&
administrative overhead. ( Ak of it ihis way: ' What kind of a |, (.

deal can you gettfiigaaning with a dealer to buy one car? Now LT;:M“
4 17% < BN
let's say you got” together with some friends -- or with a
purchasinq/'o—op ~- and then went back to negotiate with the car

o~ .

-
dealer? You'd drive a harder bargain -- and get the same car for

etter price. Well, the same thing works for health care.)

We've got to use market forces to drive down costs and increase

efficiencies.

We're also going to cut health care'costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present systenm. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform.

Ybu shouldn;t have to pay a laﬂyef when you go to the
doctor. Right now, people are doing just that: High malpractice
premiums mean higher doctors' bills, expensive, unnecessary tests
and higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to the
patient, but to every American taxpayer. Last year alone, legal
costs inf;atéd our doctors' bills by $20 billion dollars.
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Some I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health cafe costs
total more thah what we spend on our kids' education and our
country's gg;iggg;_ggﬁgggg —-.gémgiggg ~-- even small changes can
save us billions. And if we made all the changes I've talked

.about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in the next
four years. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got'insurance you can count on -- wﬁether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your 5ob. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

And yet that's what some of mf opponents want: To
nationaiize our health care system. Put government in cbntrolf
let government fix prices, let government.ration the kind of care
people get -- how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. /

Go the government route, and you know what we'll get: A health
care sysfem that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office
with the compassion of the KGB. // |

You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
running down the KGB." //

Nationalize heélthlcare, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery - shortages 6f the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary

bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
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without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,
the wait for coronary bypass surgery is up to six months. Need
your tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canada is
3 and 1/2 months. That's not the kind of systeﬁ America wants or
needs.

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,
nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500
billion dollars a yeaf in new taxes. [/

My opponent backs a plan that goes by a different name --
but in the end, takes you to the same place: Nationalized health

care. It's called "Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each

employer must "play" -- meaning: shell out for insurance for
employees, or "pay" -- extract a payroll tax to finance
govérnment health coverage. //

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --
businesses that afe the heartbeat of this American economy
~-- with two options none of ué would envy: One, cut workers'
wages to pay for mandated health care. Or two, fire some workers
and use the savings to cover the rest. // Accordiné to an
independent Urban Institute study, a 7 percent payroll tax will
cost this country 700,000 jobs. For an employee earning $30,000

dollars a year -- that payroll tax would mean $2100 chopped out

of his paycheck. // Higher prices, lower wages, lost jobs: Any
way you look at it -- that's the wrong prescription for America.

In the eﬁd, "Play or pay" is reaily no different from

nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay
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and pay again." It invites empioyers to stop offering heaith
beﬁefits, throw the problem in the government's lap, and dump
millions of working Americans into a public plan like Medicaid.

We can't afford to saddle 6urselves with a health care cure
that's worse than the disease. Especially when we've got an
alternative for affordable health care for all Americans. //

Congress comes back from recess next Tuesday; I want to
start moving forward on reform. My opponents are divided -- even
they know their two proposals won't work. I say: Let Congress
start by passing my small business health care reforms -- a
package that will mean affordable, quality health caré4for,
millions of Americans who don't have it now. Make it a ILabor Day
present to the American worker. //'

I know this morning I've asked you to hear me out on a
serious subject. But real health care reform ié a matter --
literally -- of life and death importance to working men and
women and their families. / And I thought you should know that
one candidate sees health care reform as more than a slogan --
more than another excuse to make government bigger or take more
of’your taxesﬂ

On this Labor Day weekend, we should remember what Lincoln
called the true test of government: Whether it resbecﬁed the
right of each one of us -- and I quote -- "to put into his own
mouth the bread that his own.hands have earned." [/

We don't respect that right by enlarﬁing government. We

respect it by -ensuring liberty —-- protecting the freedom of each
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individualhto live and work as they see fit, the ffeedom of each
American family to live safe and secure. //
Once again, my thanks to Steve and Gretel and to all of you
for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may God bless the United States

of Anmerica.
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ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: ILabor Day Parade

Pursuant to Phillip Brady’s request, Counsel’s Office has
reviewed the above-referenced matter. We have no objection to
the draft presidential remarks.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic. //

I bring greetings today from your Governor and ny good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed out
on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but he's got good
reasoﬂ today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea ~-- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new
\ jobé for Ohio workers. //

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but ___ years
ago, whén Gretel was 2 years old, the war in Europe separated her
from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That's the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //]]

And after x-thousand Meals Ready to Eat, we may just airlift
- Gretel's cake to Miami to take care of dessert. //

[[(And T want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and Xxx, on route now to

southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's
Oktobérfest. You've got the four basic food groups: pancakes
and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not one sprig of
broccoli in sight. //
This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --

but this year, in.a very special way, it is a celebration of ‘the

spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and

women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people here

today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country -- who
prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed -- this
change we've worked for -- is a mirac}e come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberatibn of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream. |

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes; not
poiitics. So today I've set aside the standard‘Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little different -- I want to take a few
minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you |

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth



3
November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care
system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's cémgetitiveness has to see controlling
health care costs as key to a healthy economy. / Think about

the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

Maybe you're worried about what happens to your health care
if you change jobs -- or worse still, if you lose your job.

Maybe you've got a child with a long-term illness. You're _
worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -
= you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,

. TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] //

The one thing this crisis is not about is quality of care.
American health care is first-rate, number one in the world.
Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant
mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths
from stroke -- down. One big reason is the [xx] percent increase
in federal medical research in everything from Alzheimers to
AIDS. And right now, the vast majority of Americans have
access to this quality care system. But the cost we pay for
health care haé skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone
who's made a trip to the pharmacy for prescription pills lately -
=~ but America's annual health care costs héve risen from $74

billion dollars in 1970 to $800 billion dollars today. And

still, more than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy -- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money we need for
other vital public programs. // -

Back in Wéshington, some of the political pundits say that
health care is a Democratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
and I'll tell you why: We've got the compassion -- and the
common sense -~ to change our system for the better. Health care
reform is a key part.of my agenda for economic security. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to do is put the government in charge of 13 percent more of the
American economy. //

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our
health care system. Put government in control: 1let government
set prices, let government ration the kind of care people get --
how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the
government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care

system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with

the compassion of the KGB. [/
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You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
funning down the KGB." // |

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,
the wait for coronary bypéss surgery is six months. Need your
tonsils out? Take a number: -The waiting list in canada is 3 and
1/2 months. //

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,
nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in new taxes. //

But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing
that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and

they just say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the

election. //

But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called
"Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each employer must
"play" -- meaning: provide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" -- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.

Wéll,.Play or Pay will leave a lot of sﬁall businesses --

businesses that are the heartbeat of this American economy
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-- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for
mandated health care. Two, fire some workers and use the savings
to cover the rest. Or three: raisevprices,'and try to pass along
the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax wiil cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices,
lower wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the
wrong prescription for America. //

In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from
nationalized health care. I'm témpted to call it "pay and pay."
It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw the
problem in the government's iap, and dump millions of working
Americans into a public plan like Medicaid. And because the new
payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly pay for the program -
- you, the American taxpayer, will have to pick up the tab. !/

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing our
economy into intensive care. // We start with these objectives:
a health care system built on choice -- not government control.
One that keégs costs down -- and opens up access. But above all,

a héalth care system that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, if they or their kids
develop serious health problems, they'll 'still be able to count
on the coverage they need. [/

My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We can start making health care more accessible by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
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dollars a year to help people buy private health insurance.
Middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up to those
making $80,000 dollars -- will get a health insurance tax
deduction. All told, that's new help to purchase health

insurance for 70 million Americans.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family'é total income is $10,000 -- low enough to
put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under my plan, that would change: this family would qualify for
$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of
their éhoice. //

All together, my plan will bring health care coverage to °

almost 30 million uninsured Americans -- security to people who,

for far too long, have had to do without. ]/

And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut
runaway costs =-- by making the system more efficient. The key is
something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool small
businesses that too often can't affordvto offer health insurance
to their workers, or worry that one worker's illness or accident
could drive everyone's health insurance through the roof.

Insurance costs obey the "law of large numbers:"™ The larger
the group being insured, the lower the cost per individual.

Think of it this way: What kind of a deal can you get bargaining



8
with the grocer to buy one box of cereal? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your street, or better yet everyone in
your town, and then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a
harder bargain and get a better price. The same thiﬁg works for
health care. |

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system.i That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have to
pay a lawyer when yoﬁ go to the doctor. Right now, people are
doing just that: High malpractice premiums mean higher doctors'’
bills, higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to
the patient, but to every American taxpayer. [[Last year alone,
legal costs inflated our doctors bills by xx billion dollars.]]

Some I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend on oﬁr kids' education and our
country's national defense -- combined ~- even small changes can
save us billions.

I won't detail this morning the way the Health Insurance
Networks I mentioned will save money by helping cut red tape and
paperwork -- the way we'll simplify and speed up claims
processing, or bring the growth in government health programs
under control. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've

talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four years. //
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So today I challenge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms -- with the package that will mean affordable,
quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it
now, and pass my plan. And I ask all of you here to join me --
tell the Congréss it's time to act. //

You know, when you're President, you get a lot of advice --
from all over the country, from people of all ages. Here's one
example, from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on what a President
should do when you're fighting with Congress, and'you just can't
get things done. Here's the quote: "Meet at the Capitol at
midnight, and check the Constitution to see who's right." /y

Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America's
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red.tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a new American century.

We can lift this country to new heights, to new hope. And

we will build the strong, secure America we want to pass on to

our kids. //

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may

God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic. [/

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed out
on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but he's got good
reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new
jobs for Ohio workers. [/

- [[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the

story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but __ years

ago, when Gretel was 2 years old, the war in Europe separated her

from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so

today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That's the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //]]

And after x-thousand Meals Ready to Eat, we may just airlift
Gretel's cake to Miami to take care of dessert.‘ //

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's
finest -- tho National Guard units xxxx and xxxX, on route now to

southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's
Oktoberfest. You'wve got the four basic food groups: pancakes
and syrup / bratwurst and beer.g_// And not one sprig of
broccoli in sight. //

This festival ﬁas always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
women now celebrate a new birth of’freedom. For the people here
today -- people who came to America from the 0l1ld Cpuﬁtry -- who
prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed =-- this
change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little differenf -- I want to take a few
minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care

system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone

concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling

health care g;;;§>as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,

for our kids -- has to top the list. //

Maybe you're worried about what happens to your health care

if you change jobs =-- or worse still” if you lose your job.
sera)

Maybe you've got a child with a }long~term illness. You're

worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -

- you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,

TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] //

The one thing this crisis is not about is gquality of care.
American health care is first-rate, number one in the world.
Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant
mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths
from stroke -- down. One big reason is the [xx] percent increase
in federal medical research in everything from Alzheimers to
AIDS. And right now, the vast majority of Americans have

access to this quality care system. But the cost we pay for

health care has skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone
dnﬂh/~71<

who's made a trip to the pharmacy for prescription pills lately -
A

- but America's annual health care costs have risen from $74

billion dollars in 1970 to $800 billion dollars today. And

still, more than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy -- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money we need for
other vital public programs. //

Back in Washington, some of the political pundits say that
health care is a Democratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
and I'll tell you why: We've got the compassion -- and the
common sense -- to change our system for the better. Health care
reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to do is put the government in charge of 13 percent more of the
American economy. //

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our
health care system. Put government in control: let government
set prices, let government ration the kind of care people get --
how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the
government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care
system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with

the compassion of the KGB. //
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You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit

running down the KGB." //

4. .

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists fér surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,
the wait for coronary bypass surgery is six months. Need your
tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canadé is 3 and
1/2 months. //

lAnd then there's the cost. According to some studies,
nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in new taxes. [/

| But you won't hear about highér taxes from the folks pushing
that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and
they just say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the
election. // |

But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -~ it's called
"Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each employer must
"play" -- meaning: provide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" -- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --

businesses that are the heartbeat of this American economy
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—-- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for

mandated health care. Two, fire some workers and use the savings_

to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along
the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices,
lower wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the
wrong prescription for America. //

In the end, "Play of pay" is really no different from
nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay."
It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw»the
"problem in the government's lap, and dump millions of working
Americans into a public plan like Medicaid. And because the new
payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly pay for the program -
- you, the American taxpayer, will have to pick up the tab. //

The fact is: We ggﬁ reform health care without pushing our
economy into intensive care. // We start with these objectives:
a health care system built on choice -- not dovernment control.
One that keeps costs down -- and opens up access. But above all,
a health care systenm that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, if they or their kids
develop serious health problems, they'll still be able to count
on the coverage they need. //

My plqn meets every one of these objectives.

We can start making health care more accessible by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
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dollars a year ﬁo help people buy private health insurance.
Middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up to those
making $80,000 dellars -- will get a health insurance tax
deduction. All told, that's new help to purchase health
insurance for 70 million Americans.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's total income is $10,000 -- low enough to
put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coveraée at all.

Under my plan, that would change: this family would qualify for
- $3750 health éareﬂcredit -- payable to the health care insurer of
their choice. //

All together, my plan will bring health care coverage to

almost 30 million uninsured Americans -- security to people who,

for far too long, have had to do without. //

And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut
runaway costs - by making the system more efficient. The key is
something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool small
businesses that too often can't afford to offer health insurance
to their workers, or worry that one worker's illness or accident
could drive everyone's health insurance through the roof.

Insurance costs obey the "law of large numbers:" The larger
the group being insured, the lower the cost per individual.

Think of .it this way: What kind of a deal can you get bargaining



8
with the grocer to buy one box of cereal? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your street, or better yet everyone in
your town, and then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a
harder bargain and get a better price. The same thing works for
health care.

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have to
pay a lawyer when you go to the doctor. Right now, people are
doing just that: High malpractice ‘premiums mean higher doctors'

bills, higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to

the patient, but to every American taj [[Last year alone,

P e

legal costs inflated our doctors bills by xx ion dollars.]]

Some I know are skeptical =-- the the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health cére costs
total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our
country's national defense -- combined -- even small changes can
save us billions.

I won't detail this morning the way the Health Insurance
Networks I mentioned will save money by helping cut red tape and
paperwork =-- the way we'll simplify and speed up claims
processing, or bring the growth in government health programs

under control. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've

talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four years. //
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So today I challenge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms -- with the package that will mean affordable,
quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it
now, and pass‘my plan;> And I ask all of you here to join me --
tell the Congress it's time to act. [/

You know, when you're President, you get a lot of advice =--

from all over the coﬁntry, from people of all ages. Here's one

- example, from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on what a President

shoﬁld do whenIYQu're fighting with Congress, and you just can't
get things done. Here's the quote: "Meet at the Capitol at
midnigh£, and check the Constitution to see who's right." //

Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America's
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a new American century.

We _can lift this country to new heights, to new hope. And
we will build the strong, secure America we want to pass on to
our kids. //

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may
God bless the United States of America. | |

# # #
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[Acknowledgements, ] And of course, hats off to our hosts -

- Steve and Gretel Bencic. //

I bring grestings today fron your Govérhor and my good -
friend, George Voinovich, This is the first time he's nissed out
on Steve and Cretel's éooking since 1966 -- but he's got good

- reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea == opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new

Jobs for thio workers. //

[{You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but __ years

ago, when Gretel was 2 years old, the war in"Europe separated her .
from her family, The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue =- so

today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
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Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That's the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //]]

And after x-thousand Meals Ready to Eat, we may just alrlift

. Gretel's cake to Miami to take care of dessert. //
[([And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's
finest -- Ohio National Guard units xuxx and xxx; on routa now to

southern Florida.]}
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It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's
Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups: pancakes

and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not ome eprig of
broccoll in sight. //

This festival has always been a gelebration of cultureg =-
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
gpirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,

~ across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
women now celebrate 3 new birth of freedom, For the people here
today -- people who came to America from the Old Country == who
prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed == this

change wa've worked for -~ is a piracle come true,

There are those =~ to quote the poet == who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is

nothing but 3 dream,
An& they are right, / It is the American Dream.
Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home «- home
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from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on

the nev mission at hand, // -
T know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not

politics, So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.

T want to do something & liﬁtlc different == I want to take a few
minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: Aboht the vay we can change Aneri
- 8ysten for the better. //
Thihk about the challenges we face A% a pation: Anyoné
. concerned ébout America's competitiveness has to see controlling
hs_glj;hw as key to a bealthv economy. / Think about

the concerns we have ag parents: Health care =- for ourselves,

for our kids -- has to top the list, //
Kaybe you're worried about what happens | to your health caré

if you change jobs =- or worse still, if you lose your job.
Maybe you've got a child with a long=term illness. You're
worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -
- you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,
TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] // |

| y\ {,/\ The one thing this crisis is not about is guality of care.

erican health care is firsterats, number one in the world,

Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant

\&# mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths
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}}:W Gess to this quality care system, But the cost we pay for

health care has skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone

\6P1$;1 who's made a trip to the pharmacy for prescription pills lately -

, J. = but America's annual health care costs have risen from $74
¢

billion dollars in 1970 to

. And

still, more than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- mora than once. High héalth costs are a drag on our
economy == drive up the deficit -~ and soak up money we need for

other v1tal public programs. //
Back in Washington, some of the political pundits say that

health care is a Depocratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
aﬂkﬂN?f had
and I'll tell you why: We've gek the compggsion -- and the

g now et hpt g #
COmmon sense --Ato change our system for the better. Health care

/!
I listen to the American people. You want to know you've

reforn is a key part of my agenda

got insurance you can count on == whether you keep your job /

¢

lose your job / or changs your job. I don't hear fou'calling for

‘higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.
| You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much, Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent

of all the godds and services we produce. The last thing I want

to do is put the government in charge of 13 percent more of the
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American economy. // |

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our

health care gystem. Put government in control: let governme
set prices, let government ration the kind of care people get ---

how much, what kind, and yhen they'll get it. / Go the

government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care

the . .aefficiency of the House Post Office with

z

system that combines

the compassion of th

51
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You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the

collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit

running down the KGB." |/

Nationalize health care, and here's what ve've iﬁ for: Long
vaiting lists for surgery == shortages of the high-tech equipment

responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland 01inic performs 10 boronary
bypass su;gerieé a day. High tech,-high quality surgery --
gi;hgg;_gnx_ﬁais. But if you live across Lake Erie in Canada,
the walt for coronary bypass surgery is six months. Need your

_tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting 1list in Canada is 3 and
1/2 months, //

- And then there's the cost. According to some studies,

nationalized health‘cara would mean a whopping $250 to $500

billion dollars a year in ney tayes. //
But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing
that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and
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‘q¢M\ usinesses that are the heartheat of this Anmerican economy

o
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&
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they just say:
glection. //

But there's another proposal out thers that's every bit as

harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called

“play or pay," and here’s what it means: Each employer must

'play” -- meaning: <gii§£§§§finaurance for employees, or thay can

Mpay" -- a payrcll finance govarnment health coverage.
Wall, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --

( I

: ”fﬂnnﬂ* -
Af””%t:\ (7 ‘VUVVU‘(Vump ﬂkﬂw{?ed”\Efj;ﬂu'wrﬁfyvx*cpﬂ*'fiwww
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«= with a tough choice: One, cut workers wages to pay for

mandated health care, Two, fire some workers and use the savings

to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along

the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent

payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices,

| In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from
~ Natlonalized health care, I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay."

It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw the

problem in the government's lap, and dump millions of %

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing our

econony into intensive care. // Ve start with these objectives:

- a health care system built on choice == not gqovernment control
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One that keens cogts down -- and opens up access. But above all, |
a health care eystem that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, 1f they or theiz; kids

develop serious health problems, they'll still be able to count

on the coverage they need. //

My plan meets eQery ene of these objectives.

We can start making health carg more accessiblg by making
health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and
- families, I propose a health ingurance oxedit -- up to $3,750
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- dollars a year to help peopls buy private health insurance.
Middle-income individuals and families ~~ all the way up to those

making $80,000 dollars -- will get a haalt

_mmm,mmmmw“wmnwmmumm

‘insurance for 70 million Americans,
Take a family of two parents with a child: One working

parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's total income is $10,000 == low enough to
- put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -~ can't afford any health care coverage at all.
Under nv plan, that would change: this family would qualify for
$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of
fheir choice. // |
All together, my plan will bring health care goverage to
ricans -- security to people who,
for far too long, have had to do without, // |
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And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can guf

yunauay cogts =- by making the system more efficient. The key is
something we call Health Insurance Networks =-- to pool small

" pusinesses that too often can't afford to offer health insurance

£o their workers, or worry that one worker's illness or accident

could drive everyone's health insurance through the roof.
ITnsurance costs cbey the "law of large numbers:" The larger

the group being insured, the lower the cost pei' individual.,

Think of it this way: what |kind of a deal can you get bargaining

81
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with the qESERTto buy cne-bex-of-cereat? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your strest, or better yet everyone in

your town, and then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a

harder bargain and get a better price. ‘The same thing works for

- health care.

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
¥aste and excess in the presgni system, That's why we've
targeted malpractice insuraﬁce for reform, You shouldn't have to
pay a lawver when you go to- the doctor. Right now, people are

doing just that: High malpractice premiums mean higher doctors'
bills, higher hospital costs == costs passed along not only to

the patient, but to gve
- legal costs inflated our doctors bills by xx billion dollars.]]

[[Last year alone,

Some I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend onloﬁr kids' education and our
country's pational defense =- combined -- even small changes can
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save us billions.

I von't detail this morning the way the Health Insurance

Networks I mentioned will save money by helping cut red tape and
paperwork =- the way we'll simplify and speed up clainms

processing, or bring the growth in government health programs

under gontrel. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've
talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four vears. [/
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So teday I challenge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms =- with the package that will mean affordable,

quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it

now, and pass ny plan. And I ask all of you here to join me ==
tell the Congress it's time to act. /]
You know, when you're President, you get a lot df advice --

from all over the country, from people of all ages. Here's one

example,'from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on what a President

should do when you're fighting with Congress, and you just can't

get things done. Hera's the quote; "Mest at the Capitol at

midnight, and check the constitution to see who's right." //
Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /

7 know there are those who say this nation has seen its best

They don't know the whole world still believes in Amgrica's

't gee the whole world thinks America is just

day.

pagic, They don
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire vorld is turning our way == tovard free
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kets, lesd pureaucracy, lese red tape and

nore competi ek, America will move

guture into a new American century.

forward == mold the
to new hope. And

He_can 1i¢t this country to new heights,

we will puild the £°
our kigs. /|
-- gand may

once again, my thanks for this warm ohio welcome

God bless the United States of Americe.
i £ ¥
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9:30 A.M.

[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic. //

I bring greetings today from your—Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed out
on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but he's got good
reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new
jobs for Ohio workers. //

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but __ Years
ago, when Gretel was 2 years old, the war in Europe separated her
from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -~ so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That;s the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //]]

And after x-thousand Meals Ready ta\Eat, we may just airlift
- Gretel's cake to Miami to take care of dessert. //

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of oOhio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and xxx, on route now to

southern Florida.]]
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It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's
Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups: pancakes .
and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not one sprig of
broccofi in sight. //

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, f;pm Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
;omen now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people here

today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country -- who

prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed -- this

change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little different -- I want to take a few

minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care
system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's competitiveness has to see Eontrolling
health care costs as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

Maybe you're worried about what happéns to your health care
if you change jobs -- or worse still, if you lose your job.
Maybe you've got a child with a long-term illness. You're
worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -
- you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,
TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] //

The one thing this crisis is not about is quality of care.
American health care is first-rate, number one in the world.
Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant
mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths -
from stroke -- down. One big reason is the [xx] percent increase
in federal medical research in everything.from Alzheimers to

AIDS. And right now, the vast majority of Americans have

access to this quality care system. But the cost we pay for

health care has skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone
who's made a trip to the pharmacy for prescription pills lately -
- but America's annual health care costs have risen from $74

billion dollars in 1970 to $800 billion dollars today. And

still, more than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy -- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money we need for
other vital public programs. //

Back in Washington, some of the political pundits say that
health care is a Democratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
and I'll tell you why: We've got the compassion -- and the
common sense -- to change our system for the better. Health care
reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

I listen-to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of’all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to @o is put the government in charge of 13 percent more of the

American economy. //

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our

health care system. Put government in control: 1let government
set prices{ let government ration the kind of care people get --
how much, Qhat kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the
government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care

system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with

the compassion of the KGB. //
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You know, that comparison made a few people hot under tﬁe
collar: I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "“Quit
running down the KGB." //

Nationalize health care, and here's‘what we're in for: Long
waiting lists‘for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie in canada,
the wait for coronary bypass suréery is six months. Need your
tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canada is 3 and
1/2 months. // J)g bt Woad 71;{ T

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,
nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500
billion dollars a year in ﬁew taxes. //

But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing

that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and

they juét say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the
election. //

But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called
"Play or pay," anq here's what it means: Each employer must
"play" -- meaning: provide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" -- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --

businesses that are the heartbeat of this American economy
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-- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for
mandated health care. Two, fire §§Eg workers and use the savings
to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along’
the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices,
lower wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the
wrong prescription for America. //

In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from a e v
nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pgyT" ;%;iJ“
It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw the
problem in the government's iap, and dump millions of working
Americans into a public plan like Medicaid. And because the new..
payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly pay for the program - .
- you, the American taxpayer, will have to pick up the tab. //

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing ouf
economy into intenéive care. [/ We start with these objectives:
a health care system built on choice -- not government control.

od ree allocdslnidy.
One that keeps costs down -- and opens up access.[ But above all,
a health care system that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, if they or their kids
develop serious health problems, they'll still be able to count
on the coverage they need. //

My plan meéts every one of these objectives.

We can start making health care more accessible by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
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dollars a year to help people buy private health insurance.
Middle-income individuals and families =-- all the &ay up to those
making $80,000 dollars -- will get-a health insurance tax

deduction. All told, that's new help to purchase health

Pl

SO

C

insurance for 70 million Americans. (’04L&JL fle aw~*t -~ _
Takée a family of two parents with a chiid: One working ?37“““'i/

parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health

coverage. That family's total income is $10,000 ~-- low enough to

put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them

ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through

the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under my plan, that would change: this family would qualify for

$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of

their choice. //
i
o All together, my plan will bring health care coverage to

d""\‘h e

24 almost 30 million uninsured Americans -- security to people who
z/f::j‘ ’

for far too long, have had to do without. //
And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut

runaway costs -- by making the system more efficient. The key is

something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool small
businesses that too often can't afford to offer health insurance
to their workers, or worry that one worker's illness or accident
could drive everyone's health insurance through the foof.

Insurance costs obey the "law of large numbers:" The larger
the group being insured, the lower the cost per individual.

Think of it this way: What kind of a deal can you get bargaining
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with the grocer to buy one box of cereal? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your street, or better yet everyone in
your town, and then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a
harder bargain and get a better price. The same thing works for
health care.
We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out

waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've

targeted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have to

pay a lawyer when you go to the doctor. Right now, people are

doing just that: High malpractice pfemiums mean higher doctors'
"C)(‘f‘ﬂﬁ/l:f‘l Uﬂ.l«“‘.% ‘fE.Q}:]’)

bills,[ﬁigher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to

the patient, but to every American taxpayer. ([[Last year alone,

legal costs inflated our doctors bills by xx billion dollars.]]

Some I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't

!

add up.- But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our

country's national defense -- combined -- even small changes can

save us billions.

I won't detail this morning the way the Health Insurance
Networks I mentioned will save money by helping cut red tape and
paperwork -- the way we'll simplify and speed up claims

Cpt %hlc billen )
processing,'BT_EFIHG_EH%;érowth in government health programs
under control. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've

talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four years. // b y
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So today I chalienge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms -- with the package that will mean affordable,
quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it
now, and pass my plan. And I ask all of you here to join me --
tell the Congress it's time to act. //

You know, when you're President, you get a lot of advice --
from all over the country, from people=of all ages. Here's one
example, from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on what a President
should do when you're fighting with Congress, and you just can't
get things done. Here's the quote: "Meet at the Capitol at
midnight, and check the Constitution to see who's right." //

Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America'é
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a new American century.;

We can 1lift this country to new heights, to new hope. ' And

we will build the strong, secure America we want to pass on to

our kids. // |

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may

God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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