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I've not done that. I explained to them yes-
terday, I thought I had some obligations here
as President to try to get some things
through, even though the Congress has dug
in and made it very difficult to get something
done. So I'll take that case to the American
people. If you want to change an institution
that hadn’t changed in a long time, try on
the Congress, the liberal Democratic control
of the Congress.

That will help. Then say, here’s what the
man is trying to do in education reform.
Here’s what he’s been trying to do in welfare
reform. Here’s what he’s been trying to do
in enterprise zones. Here’s what he’s been
trying to do, and it’s been blocked by a hos-
tile, highly political, liberal leadership in the
Congress. So that hasn’t been defined out
there, and I've got to get that done.

This is the last. Yes, followup.

Q. If I could just follow up. I just wonder
why you think even some within your own
party make this charge about you not having
articulated what you stand for. Even some
of the people, you may support the programs

. that they're advocating, but they don’t really
believe you're going to fight for them.

The President. Well, I keep reading that
in various journals and books, and it’s not
true. So what I have to do then is say, here’s
what a convention is about, here’s what a
campaign is about and set the record straight
and take the facts out there and let the Amer-
ican people make that determination them-
selves, not through some filters out there.
That's the only way to take care of this prob-
lem, which I think has existed.

Thank you all-vexy much. We're off to the
Guadalcanal memorial.

Note: The President’s 137th news conference
began at 10:05 a.m. in the Briefing Room at
the White House. During the news con-
Jerence the following people were referred to:
Dr. Rolf Ekeus, Executive Director, United
Nations - Special Commission on Irag, and
Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom.
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Thank you all very much. Thank ypu, Mr.
Secretary; Senator Chafee, and the other
Members of Congress that are with [us who
are veterans of Guadalcanal. May I salute the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Generdl Colin
Powell; Commandant of the Marings Carl
Mundy; General Sullivan, Commandant of
the Army is with us; the Acting Secrétary of
the Navy Sean O’Keefe; distinguished Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard William Kime;
and of course, the Medal of Honor recipient,
Mitchell Paige, but most important, you ma-
rines.

I would like to open—[applatise]—I
thought they had a little life left in| them.
I'd like to open if I may with a story. It'’s
a story of heroism, a story of courage, sac-
rifice. It’s a story from Guadalcanal. Kenneth
Bailey was commanding officer of Company
C, 1st Marine Raider Battalion, when his
men were called upon to defend Henderson
Field during the Japanese assault, September
12th and 13th of 1942. The enemy had pene-
trated our main line of defense, their number

superior to ours. Only a miracle it seemed
could defend that airfield.

Major Bailey and his men provided the
miracle, turning back the flank attack, then
covering the withdrawal of our main|force.
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained severe
wounds to his heatf, and even so, for 10 hours
he and his men engaged the enemy in vicious
hand-to-hand combat. The attack was re-
pulsed, and Henderson Field was secured.
Major Bailey died 2 weeks later from ma-
chine-gun fire in yet another battle o Gua-
dalcanal. He received the Congregsional
Medal of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody
Ridge.

Major Bailey’s story serves as a summation
for thousands of other stories, tales that|could
be told by the brave men gathered herg who
survived the hell that was Guadalcanal. Sec-
retary Cheney mentioned the lesson of|those
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battles, and I'm struck, recounting Major

Bailey’s story, of one lesson in particular.

Kenneth Bailey was from Pawnee, Okla-
homa, in a town of 2,000 near the Arkansas
River in the north central part of the State.
In the months and years before the great war
in the Pacific, who could have predicted that
a son from Pawnee, Oklahoma, or the sons
of Raritan, New Jersey, or Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, or Rutland, Vermont, who could
have foretold that these young men from
every comer of America would be called
upon to defend freedom 6,000 miles away
on an obscure Pacific island called Guadal-
canal?

It's safe to say that few, if any, had ever
heard of the island. None could have pre-
dicted what would transpire there. But it was
on Guadalcanal that the forces of freedom
began their long march, a march that
wouldn’t end until 3 years later in Tokyo Bay
on the deck of the U.S.S. Missouri.

No one can foretell when or where free-
dom will be challenged. That is one of the
lessons of Guadalcanal. How many Ameri-
cans in 1947 had heard of Inchon or Pusan
or Chosen? How many of us 15 years later
had heard of Da Nang or Khe Sahn? How
few Americans in the summer of "90 had yet
heard of Khafji or Safwan. Yet today, these
names are indelibly part of the rollcall of
honor, places where Americans made their
stand and offered up their sweat and blood
to a cause greater than themselves.

We honor the dead, not merely for their
sake, but for our own sake as well. In com-
memoration and remembrance, we lean
again that freedom, in the deepest sense, al-
ways hangs in the balance; that we eam it
day by day in hot wars and cold; that its price,
as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilance, an end-
lessly renewed dedication to keeping our
great country strong, our defenses second to
none, our leadership unquestioned and un-
challenged. :

There was a thyme passed around during
those dark 6 months that I'm sure many ma-
rines here today out front remember, 6
months, as the battle raged on, when free-
dom hung by the unbreakable thread of
American bravery and resolve. Every marine

who wasn’t fighting on the island knew the
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lines, “Say a prayer for your pal on Guadal-
canal.”
This morning, in this place—and thank
you, Pastor, for your loving invocation—this
morning and in this place, we re ember
those words and the men who inspired them.
With hearts full of pride and awe and thanks-
iving, we once again say a prayer 1pr those
who fought and died in a place few had
known of but which all of us will never forget.
May God bless them. May God bless you.
And may God bless our great country, the
United States of America. Thank you. Thank
you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. at
the Marine Corps War Memorial.

Statement on Signing the Pacific Yew
Act

August 7, 1992

Today I am pleased to sign into Jaw H.R.
3836, the “Pacific Yew Act.” This Act ensures
that Federal lands will be managed to pro-
vide for the sustainable harvest apd long-
term conservation of the Pacific yew. The
bark of this tree is currently the only reliable
source of taxol—an experimental drug used
to treat cancer. By signing this bill|into law
today, we ensure that Pacific yew bark is
made available to companies to produce a
drug that has the potential to benefit thou-
sands of patients.

It is very important that the collection of
Pacific yew bark proceed with as little delay
as possible, because taxol has shown very
Eromising results in combating ovarian and

reast cancer. In fact, the Nationgl Cancer
Institute considers it to be the mogt impor-
tant new cancer treatment drug scovered
in the past decade. The Administration real-
izes the importance of taxol and is working
to make sure that Pacific yew bark ig available
for taxol production.

The potential value of taxol for treating
ovarian and other cancers was not known
until 1989. By September 1991, 900,000

unds of Pacific yew bark were |collected
on Federal lands. This quantity of| bark will
yield enough taxol to treat more than 12,000
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THANK YOU, SECRETARY CHENEY, FOR THAT KIND
INTRODUCTION. SECRETARY DERWINSKI. SENATORS CHAFEE
'AND HEFLIN AND CONGRESSMAN BROOKS, MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
WITH US TODAY WHO ARE VETERANS OF GUADALCANAL;
CoMMANDANT OF THE MARINES CARL MUNDY; SECRETARY OF THE
ARMY MIKE STONE; ACTING SECRETARY OF THE NAvY SEAN
0'KeerFe; AIR FORCE SECRETARY DONALD RICE; COMMANDANT |OF
THE CoAsT GUARD, WrLLiAM KiMe; MepAL oF HONOR RECIPIENT
MITCHELL PAIGE. -

ST T
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I WOULD LIKE TO OPEN, IF I MAY, WITH A STORY. IT
IS A STORY OF HEROISM, A STORY OF COURAGE AND
SACRIFICE. IT IS A STORY FROM GUADALCANAL.

KENNETH BAILEY wAs CoMMANDING OFFICER OF CoMPANY| C,
FIRST MARINE RAIDER BATTALION, WHEN HIS MEN WERE CALLED
UPON TO DEFEND HENDERSON FIELD DURING THE JAPANESE
ASSAULT OF SEPTEMBER 12TH AND 13TH, 1942. THE ENEMY
HAD PENETRATED OUR MAIN LINE OF DEFENSE; THEIR NUMBERS
WERE SUPERIOR TO OURS, AND ONLY A MIRACLE, IT SEEMED)|
COULD DEFEND THE AIRFIELD. |
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MAJOR BAILEY AND HIS MEN PROVIDED THE MIRACLE,
TURNING BACK THE FLANK ATTACK, THEN COVERING THE
WITHDRAWAL OF OUR MAIN FORCE. IN THE FIGHTING, MAJOR
BAILEY SUSTAINED SEVERE WOUNDS TO HIS HEAD. EVEN so,
FOR TEN _HOURS, HE AND HIS MEN ENGAGED THE ENEMY IN
HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT.

THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED. HENDERSON FIELD WAS
SECURED. MAJOR BAILEY DIED TWO WEEKS LATER FROM
MACHINE-GUN FIRE, IN YET ANOTHER BATTLE ON GUADALCANAL.

-4 -
He RECEIVED THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR FOR HIS
GALLANTRY ON BLoopYy RIDGE. '

MAJOR BAILEY'S STORY SERVES AS A SUMMATION FOR
THOUSANDS OF OTHER STORIES, TALES THAT COULD BE TOLD BY
THE BRAVE MEN GATHERED HERE, WHO SURVIVED THE HELL THAT
WAS GUADALCANAL. SECRETARY CHENEY MENTIONED THE
LESSONS OF THOSE BATTLES, AND I AM STRUCK, RECOUNTING
MAJOR BAILEY'S STORY, OF ONE LESSON IN PARTICULAR.
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KENNETH BAILEY wAS FROM PAWNEE, A TOWN oF 2,000
NEAR THE ARKANSAS RIVER IN NORTH-CENTRAL OKLAHOMA. IN
THE MONTHS AND YEARS BEFORE THE GREAT WAR IN THE
PACIFIC, WHO COULD HAVE PREDICTED THAT A SON OF PAWNEE,
OKLAHOMA -- OR THE SONS OF RARITAN, NEw JERSEY; Sioux
FALLS, SouTH DAKOTA; RUTLAND, VERMONT -- WHO COULD HAVE
FORETOLD THAT THESE YOUNG MEN, FROM EVERY CORNER OF
AMERICA, WOULD BE CALLED UPON TO DEFEND FREEDOM SIX
THOUSAND MILES AWAY, ON AN OBSCURE PACIFIC ISLAND
CALLED GUADALCANAL?

-6 -

IT'S SAFE TO SAY THAT FEW IF ANY HAD EVER HEARD OF
THE ISLAND. NONE COULD HAVE PREDICTED WHAT WOULD
TRANSPIRE THERE. BUT IT WAS ON GUADALCANAL THAT THE
FORCES OF FREEDOM BEGAN THEIR LONG MARCH -- A MARCH
THAT WOULDN'T END UNTIL THREE YEARS LATER IN Tokyo Bay,
ON THE DECK OF THE USS MissourI.

NO ONE CAN FORETELL WHEN OR WHERE FREEDOM WILL BE
CHALLENGED -- THAT IS ONE OF THE LESSONS OF
GUADALCANAL.
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How MANY AMERICANS, IN 1947, HAD HEARD OF INCHON OR
Pusan orR CHOSIN? How MANY OF US, FIFTEEN YEARS LATER,
HAD YET HEARD OF DA NANG OR KHE SANH? AND HOW FEW
AMERICANS, IN THE SUMMER OF 1990, HAD YET HEARD OF
KHAFJI OR SAFWAN?

YET TODAY THESE NAMES ARE INDELIBLY PART OF THE
ROLL CALL OF HONOR, PLACES WHERE AMERICANS MADE THEIR
STAND, AND OFFERED UP THEIR SWEAT AND BLOOD TO A CAUSE
GREATER THAN THEMSELVES.

-8 -

WE HONOR THE DEAD NOT MERELY FOR THEIR SAKE BUT FOR
OUR OWN AS WELL. IN COMMEMORATION AND REMEMBRANCE WE
LEARN AGAIN THAT FREEDOM, IN THE DEEPEST SENSE, ALWAYS
HANGS IN THE BALANCE -- THAT WE EARN IT DAY BY DAY, IN
HOT WARS AND COLD -- THAT ITS PRICE, AS JEFFERSON SAID,
IS ETERNAL VIGILANCE, AN ENDLESSLY RENEWED DEDICATION
TO KEEPING OUR COUNTRY STRONG, OUR DEFENSES SECOND TO
NONE, OUR LEADERSHIP UNQUESTIONED AND UNCHALLENGED.
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THERE WAS A RHYME PASSED AROUND DURING THOSE DARK
SIX MONTHS AS THE BATTLE RAGED ON, WHEN FREEDOM HUNG BY
THE UNBREAKABLE THREAD OF AMERICAN BRAVERY AND RESOLVE.
EVERY MARINE WHO WASN'T FIGHTING ON THE ISLANDS KNEW
THE LINES: "SAY A PRAYER FOR YOUR PAL // ON
GUADALCANAL. "

THIS MORNING, IN THIS PLACE, WE REMEMBER THOSE
WORDS AND THE MEN WHO INSPIRED THEM.

- 10 -
WITH HEARTS FULL OF PRIDE AND AWE AND THANKSGIVING, WE
ONCE AGAIN SAY A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT AND DIED
IN A PLACE FEW HAD KNOWN OF, BUT WHICH WE WILL NEVER
FORGET.

MAYy Gop BLESS THEM. MAY Gop BLESS YOU. AND MAY
Gop BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

# # #
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BAILEY SUSTAINED SEVERE WOUNDS TO HIS HEAD. EVEN so,
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MAJOR BAILEY AND HIS MEN PROVIDED THE MIRACLE,
TURNING BACK THE FLANK ATTACK, THEN COVERING THE

WITHDRAWAL OF OUR MAIN FORCE. IN THE FIGHTING, MAJOR

FOR TEN HOURS, HE AND HIS MEN ENGAGED THE ENEMY IN
HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT.

THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED. HENDERSON FIELD WAS
SECURED. MAJOR BAILEY DIED TWO WEEKS LATER FROM
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KENNETH BAILEY wAS FROM PAWNEE, A TOWN oF 2,000
NEAR THE ARKANSAS RIVER IN NORTH-CENTRAL OkLAHOMA. IN
THE MONTHS AND YEARS BEFORE THE GREAT WAR IN THE
PACIFIC, WHO COULD HAVE PREDICTED THAT A SON OF PAWNEE,
OKLAHOMA -- OR THE SONS OF RARITAN, NEw JERSEY; S1oux
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IT'S SAFE TO SAY THAT FEW IF ANY HAD EVER HEARD OF
THE ISLAND. NONE COULD HAVE PREDICTED WHAT WOULD
TRANSPIRE THERE. BUT IT WAS ON GUADALCANAL THAT THE
FORCES OF FREEDOM BEGAN THEIR LONG MARCH -- A MARCH
THAT WOULDN'T END UNTIL THREE YEARS LATER IN Tokyo Bay,
ON THE DECK OF THE USS MissourrI.

NO ONE CAN FORETELL WHEN OR WHERE FREEDOM WILL BE
CHALLENGED -- THAT IS ONE OF THE LESSONS OF
GUADALCANAL.
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How MANY AMERICANS, IN 1947, HAD HEARD OF INCHON OR
PusaNn OR CHOSIN? How MANY OF US, FIFTEEN YEARS LATER,
HAD YET HEARD OF DA NANG OR KHE SANH? AND HOW FEW
AMERICANS, IN THE SUMMER OF 1990, HAD YET HEARD OF
KHAFJI OR SAFWAN?

YET TODAY THESE NAMES ARE INDELIBLY PART OF THE
ROLL CALL OF HONOR, PLACES WHERE AMERICANS MADE THEIR
STAND, AND OFFERED UP THEIR SWEAT AND BLOOD TO A CAUSE
GREATER THAN THEMSELVES.
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WE HONOR THE DEAD NOT MERELY FOR THEIR SAKE BUT FOR
OUR OWN AS WELL. IN COMMEMORATION AND REMEMBRANCE WE
LEARN AGAIN THAT FREEDOM, IN THE DEEPEST SENSE, ALWAYS
HANGS IN THE BALANCE -- THAT WE EARN IT DAY BY DAY, IN
HOT WARS AND COLD -- THAT ITS PRICE, AS JEFFERSON SAID,
IS ETERNAL VIGILANCE, AN ENDLESSLY RENEWED DEDICATION
TO KEEPING OUR COUNTRY STRONG, OUR DEFENSES SECOND TO
NONE, OUR LEADERSHIP UNQUESTIONED AND UNCHALLENGED.
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THERE WAS A RHYME PASSED AROUND DURING THOSE DARK
SIX MONTHS AS THE BATTLE RAGED ON, WHEN FREEDOM HUNG BY
THE UNBREAKABLE THREAD OF AMERICAN BRAVERY AND RESOLVE.
EVERY MARINE WHO WASN'T FIGHTING ON THE ISLANDS KNE
THE LINES: "SAY A PRAYER FOR YOUR PAL // ON
GUADALCANAL."

THIS MORNING, IN THIS PLACE, WE REMEMBER THOSE
WORDS AND THE MEN WHO INSPIRED THEM.
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WITH HEARTS FULL OF PRIDE AND AWE AND THANKSGIVING, WE
ONCE AGAIN SAY A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT AND DIED
IN A PLACE FEW HAD KNOWN OF, BUT WHICH WE WILL NEVER
FORGET.

MAY Gop BLESS THEM. MAY GOD BLESS YOU. AND MAY

Gop BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : STEVEN PROVOST
FROM: ANDY FERGUSON O(J_
SUBJECT: WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY

On Friday, August 7 at 10:45 a.m., you will participate in a
wreath-laying ceremony hosted by the Commandant of the Marine
Corps at the Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington. This ceremony
is dedicated to all Guadalcanal veterans, and marks the 50th
anniversary of the amphibious landing on the island of

Guadalcanal. Your remarks are ten minutes in length, and will be
on cards.
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August 6, 1992
WREATH

Draft One

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY (GUADALCANAL)

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
AUGUST 7, 1992
11:00 A.M.

Thank you, Secretary Cheney, for that kind introduction.

(Acknowledgments)

I would like to open, if I may, with a story. It is a story

of heroism, a story of courage and sacrifice. It is a story from

Guadalcanal.

- Kenneth Béiley was Commanding Officer of Company C, First

Marine Raider Battalion, when his men were called upon to defel

nd

Henderson Field during the Japanese assault of September 12th and

13th, 1942. The enemy had penetrated our main line of defense
‘their numbers were superior to ours, and only a miracle, it
seemed, could defend the airfield.

Major Bailey and his men provided the miracle, turning bac
the flank attack, then éovering the withdrawal of our main forc«
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained severe wounds to his
head. Even so, for ten hours, he and his men engaged the enemy

in hand-to-hand combat.

The attack was repulsed. Henderson Field was secured.

Major Bailey died two weeks later from machine-gun fire, in yet

A}

another battle on Guadalcanal. He received the Congressional

Medal of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody Ridge.

Major Bailey's story serves as a summation for thousands of

Ce.,
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other stories, tales that could be told by the brave men gathered
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here, who survived the hell that was Guadalcanal. Secretarj
Cheney mentioned the lessons of those battles,.and I am struck]
recounting Major Bailey's story, of one lesson in particular.

Kenneth Bailey was from Pawnee, a town of 2,000 near the
Arkansas River in north-central Oklahoma. In the months and
years before the great war in the Pacific, who could have
predicted that a son of Pawnee, Oklahoma -- or the sons of
Raritan, New Jersey; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Rutland, Vermon
- who/could have foretold that these young men, from eVery
corner of America, would be called upon to defend freedom six
thousand miles away, in an obscure Pacific island called
Guadalcanal?

It's safe to say that few if any had ever heard of the
island. None could have predicted what would transpire there.
But it was on Guadalcanal that the forces of ffeedom began thei
long march -- a march that wouldn't end until three years later
in Tokyo Bay, on the deck of the USS Missouri.

No one can foretell when or where freedom will be challeng

-- that is one of the lessons of Guadalcanal. How many

t

r
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Americans, in 1947, had heard of Pusin or Chosin or Inchon? How

many of us, fifteen years later, had yet heard of Da Nang or Kh
Sahn? And how few Americans, in the summer of 1990, had yet
heard of Dahran or Khafji;

Yet today these names are indelibly part of the roll call
honor, pléces where Americans made their stand, and offered up

their sweat and blood to a cause greater than themselves.

of
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We honor the dead not merely for their sake but for our own
as well. In commemoration and remembrance we learn again that
freedom, in the deepest sense, always hangs in the balance --

that we earn it day by day,:in hot wars and cold -- that its
‘price, as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilance, an e;dlessly
renewed dedication to keeping our country strong, our defenses
second to none, our leadership unquestioned andiunchallenged.

[American leadership is expressed in many ways. NSC INSERT
TO COME].

Let me retufn, in closing, to Guadalcanal. There was a
rhyme passéd around during those dark five months as the battle
raged on, when freedom hung by the unbreakable thread of American
bravery and resolve. Every Marine who wasn't fighting on the
islands knew the lines: "Séy a prayer for your pal // -on
Guadalcanal."

This morning, in this place, we remember those words and the
men who inspired them. With hearts full of pride and awe and
thanksgiving, ﬁe once again say a prayer for those who fought and
died in a place few had known of, but which we will never forget.

May God bless them. May God bless you. And may God bleﬁs

the United States of America.

# # #
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SUBJECT: WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY

§

On Friday, August 7 at 10:45 é.m., You will participate in a

wreath-laying ceremony hosted by the Commandant. of the Marine

Corps at the Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington. This ceremony

is dedicated to all Guadalcanal veterans, and marks the 50th
anniversary of the amphibious landing on the island of

Guadalcanal. Your remarks are ten minutes in length, and will
on cards. .

be
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Thank you, Secretary Cheney, for that kind introduction.

(Acknowledgments)

I would like to open, if I may, with a story. It is a story
of heroism, a story of courage and sacrifice. Tt is a story from
Guadalcanal.

Kenneth Bailey was Commanding Officer of Company C, First
Marine Raider Batfalion, when his men were called upon to defend
Henderson Field dufing'the Japanese assault of September 12th and
13th, 1942. The enemy had penetrated our main line of defense;
their numbers were superior fo ours, and only a miracle, it

seemed, could defend the airfield.

Major Bailey and his men provided the miracle, turning back
the flank attack, then covering the withdrawal of our main forcL.
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained severe wounds to his

head. Even so, for ten hours, he and his men engaged the enemy

in hand-to-hand combat.

The attack was repulsed. Henderson Field was secured.
Major Bailey died two weeks later from machine-qun fire, in yet
another battle on Guadalcanal. He received the Congressional
Medal of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody Ridge.

Major Bailey's story serves as a summation for thousands of

other stories, tales that could be toid by the brave men gathered

-



2

here, who survived the hell that was Guadalcanal. Secretary

Cheney mentioned the lessons of those battles, and T am struck,

recounting Major Bailey's story, of one lesson in partlcular.
Kenneth Bailey was from Pawnee, a town of 2,000 near the

Arkansas River in north-central Oklahoma. In the months and

years before the great war in the Pacific, who could have

predicted that a son of Pawnee, Oklahoma -- or the sons of

Raritan, New Jersey; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Rutland, Vermont

—-= who could have foretold that these young men, from every
corner of America, would be called upon to defend freedom'six
thousand miles away, in an obscure Pacific island called
Guadalcanal?

It's safe to say that few if any had ever heard of the

island. None could have predicted what would transpire there.

But it was on Guadalcanal that the forces of freedom began their

long march -- a march that wouldn't end until three Years late:

in Tokyo Bay, on the deck of the USS Missouri.

\A}

No one can foretell when or where freedom will be challenged

== that is one of the lessons of Guadalcanal. How many

Americans, in 1947, had heard of Pusin or Chosin or Inchon? How

many of us, fifteen Years later, had Yet heard of Da Nang or Khe

Sahn? And how few Americans, in the summer of 1990, had yet
heard of Dahran or Khafji.

Yet today these names are indelibly part of the roll call
honor, places where Americans made their stand, and offered up

their sweat and blood to a Cause greater than themselves.
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We honor the dead not merely for their sake but for our,oTn
as well. In commemoration and remembrance we learn again that
freedom, in the deepest sense, always hangs in the balance --
that we earn it day by day,-in hot wars and cold -- that its
price, as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilance, an endlessly
renewed dedication to keeping our country strong, our defenses
second to none, our leadership unquestioned and unchallenged.

(American leadership is expressed in many ways. NSC INSERT
TO COME]

Let me return, in closing, to Guadalcanal. There was a
rhyme passed around during those dark five months as the battle
raged on, when freedom hung by the unbreakable thread of American
bravery and resolve. Every Marine who wasn't fighting on the
islands knew the lines: "say a prayer for your pal // on
Guadalcanal."

This morning, in this place, we remember those words and the
men who inspired them. With hearts full of pride and awe and
thanksgiving, we once again say a prayer for those who fought and

died in a piace few had known of, but which we will never forget

May God bless them. May God bless you. And may God bles$
the United States of America.

# # #
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Corps at the Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington. This ceremony

is dedicated to all Guadalcanal veterans, and marks the 50th
anniversary of the amphibious landing on the island of
Guadalcanal. Your remarks are ten minutes in length, ang will

be
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Draft One
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY (GUADALCANAL)
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
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Thank you, Secretary Cheney, for that kind introduction.

(Acknowledgments)

I would like to open, if T may, with a story. It is a story
of heroism, a story of courage and sacrifice. It is a story from
Guadalcanal.

Kenneth Bailey was Commanding Officer of Company C, First
Marine Raider Battalion, when his men were called upon to defend
Henderson Field during the Japanese assault of September 12th and
13th, 1942. The enemy had penetrated our main line of defense;

their numbers were superior to ours, and only a miracle, it
seemed, could defend the airfield.

Major Bailey and his men provided the miracle, turning back
the flank attack, then covering the withdrawal of our main force.
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained severe wounds to his
head. Even so, for ten hours, he and his eén engaged the enemy
in hand-to-hand combat.

The attack was repulsed. Henderson Field was secured.

Major Bailey died two weeks later from machine-gun fire, in yet
another battle on Guadalcanal. He received the Congressional

Medal of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody Ridge.

other stories, tales~tha%—eouid:béifold—by~the—brave men gathered
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here, who survived the hell that was Guadalcanal. Secretary
Cheney mentioned the lessons of those battles, and I am struck,
recounting Major Bailey's story, of one lesson in partlcular.

Kenneth Bailey was from Pawnee, a town of 2,000 near the
Arkansas River in north-central Oklahoma. In the months and
years before the great war in the Pacific, who could have
predicted that a son of Pawnee, Oklahoma -- or the sons of
Raritan, New Jersey; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Rutland, Vermont
== who could have foretold that these young men, from every
corner of America, would be called upon to defend freedom six
thousand miles away, ;%yan obscure Pacific island called
Guadalcanal?

It's safe to say that few if any had ever heard of the
island. None could have predicted what would transpire there.
But it was on Guadalcanal that the forces of freedom began their
long march -- a march that wouldn't end until three Years later
in Tokyo Bay, on the deck of the USS Missouri.

No one can foretell when or where freedom will be challenged
-- that is one of the lessons of Guadalcanal. How many
Americans, in 1947, had heard onE&ZZé)or Chosin or Inchon? How
many of us, fifteen Years later, had yet heard of Da Nang or Khe
Sahn? And how few Americans, in the summer of 1990, had yet

0~+\\u ov Safwan
heard of[;~ j}
Yet today these names are indelibly part of the roll call of

honor, places where Americans made their stand, and offered up

their sweat and blood to a cause greater than themselves.
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We honor the dead not merely for their sake but for our own

as well. In commemoration and remembrance we learn again thaf

freedom, in the deepest sense,'always hangs in the balance --
that we earn it day by day,.in hot wars and cold -- that its
pPrice, as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilance, an endlessly
renewed dedication to keeping our country strong, our defenses

second to none, our leadership unquestioned and.unchallenged.

Let me return, in closing, to Guadalcanal. There was a

rhyme passed around during those dark five months as the battl

RT

raged on, when freedom hung by the unbreakable thread of American

bravery and resolve. Every Marine who wasn't fighting on the
islands knew the lines: "Say a prayer for your pal // on

Guadalcanal."

This morning, in this pPlace, we remember those words and the

men who inspired them. With hearts full of pride ang awe and
thanksgiving, we once again say a prayer for those who fought a;

died in a place few had known of, but which we will never forget

nd

t.

May God bless them. May God bless you. And may God bless

the United States of America.

£ #  #
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Thank you, Secretary Cheney, for that kind introduction.

(Acknowledgments)

I would like to open, if I may, with a story. It is a story
of heroism, a story of courage and sacrifice. It is a story from
Guadalcanal.

Kenneth Bailey was Commanding Officer of Company C, First
Marine Raider Battalion, when his men were called upon to defend
Henderson Field during the Japanese assault of September 12th and
13th, 1942. The enemy had penetrated our main line of defense;
their numbers were superior to ours, and only a miracle, it

seemed, could defend the airfield.

Major Bailey and his men provided the miracle, turning back

e,

the flank attack,:%hen/covering the withdrawal of our main force.
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained severe wounds to his

head. Even so, for ten hours, he and his men engaged the enemy
in hand-to-hand combat.

The attack was repulsed. Henderson Field was secured.
Major Bailey died two weeks later from machine-gun fire, in yet
another battle on Guadalcanal. He received the Congressional
Medal of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody Ridge.

L ECTS

Major Bailey's story thousands of

other stories, tales that could be told by the brave men gathered
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here, who survived the hell that was Guadalcanal. Secrétary

Cheney mentioned the lessons of those battles, and I am struck,

recounting Major Bailey's story, of one lesson in partlcular.
Kenneth Bailey was from Pawnee, a town of 2,000 near the

Arkansas River in north-central Oklahoma. In the months'and

Years before the great war in the Pacific, who could have

predicted that a son of Pawnee, Oklahoma -- or the sons of

Raritan, New Jersey; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Rutland, Vermoant

—-= who could have foretold that these yYoung men, from every
corner of America, would be called upon to defend freedom six
thousand miles awvay, 45%;n obscure Pacific island called
Guadalcanal?

It's safe to say that few if any had ever heard of the

island. None could have predicted what would transpire there.

But it was on Guadalcanal that the forces of freedom began thelir

long march -- a march that wouldn't end until three years later

in Tokyo Bay, on the deck of the USs Missouri.

No one can foretell when or where freedom will be challenged

== that is one of the lessons of Guadalcanal. How many
Americans, in 1947, had heard of Pusin or Chosin or Inchon? Hc
many of us, fifteen years later, had yet heard of Da Nang or Kt
Sahn? And how few Americans, in the summer of 1990, had yet
heard of Dahran or Khafji.

Yet today these names are indelibly part of the roll call
honor, places where Americans made their stand, and offered up

their sweat and blood to a cause greater than themselves.

oW

e

of
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We honor the dead not merely for their sake but for our own
as well. ' In commeﬁoration and remembrance we learn again that
freedom, in the deepest sense, always hangs in the balance --
that we earn it day by day,'in hot wars and cold -~ that its
price, as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilance, an endlessly
renewed dedication to keeping our country strong, our defenses
second to none, our leadership unquestioned and unchallenged.

[American leadership is expressed in many ways. NSC INSERT
TO COME]

Let me return, in closing, to Guadalcanal. There was a
rhyme passed around during those dark five months as the battle
raged on, when freedom hung by the unbreakable.thread of American
bravery and resolve. Every Marine who wasn't fighting on the
islands knew the lines:: "Say a prayer for your pal // on
Guadalcanal."

This morhing, in thié place, we remember those words and the
men who inspired them. With hearts full of pride and awe and
thanksgiving, we once again Say a prayer for those who fought and
died in a place few had known of, but which we will never forget.

May God bless them. May God bless You. And may God bless

the United States of America.

¥ ¢ #
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b

Thank you, Secretary cheney, for that king introduction.

(Acknowledgments) :

I would like to open, if I Day, with a story. It ig a story
of heroism, a story of courage and sacrifice. It 18 a story from
Guadalcanal, |

Kenneth Bailey was Commanding Officer of Company C, First
Marine Raider Battalion, when his men wéra called upon to defend
Henderson Field during the Japanaese assault of September 12th and
13th, 1942. The éneny had penatrated ocur main iina of defense;
‘their numbers werea eﬁparior to ours, and only a miraqla, it

teemed, could defend tha airfield,

Major Bailey 2nd his men provided the miracle, turning back
the flank attack, then Covering the withdrawal of our main force.
In the fighting, Major Bailey sustained Severe wounds to hig
head. Even so, for Xen_hours, he and hig mep engaged the enemy
in hand~tec-hand combat. |

The attack Wa; repulsed. Henderson Fiald was secured.
Major Bailey died two weeks later from machine-gun fire, in yet
another battle op Guadaleanal. He received the Congressional
Madgl of Honor for his gallantry on Bloody Ridgs.

Major Bailey's story serves ag g summation for thousands of

other storiés, tales that could bhe told by the brave men gatheread
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‘here, who survived the hell that was Guadalcanal, Sscretary
Cheney menticned the lessons bf thogae battles, and I am struck
racounting Majer Bailay's stéry, of one lesson in particular.

Kenneth Bailey was frem Pawnee, a town of 2,000 near the
Arkansas River in north-central Oklahoma. In the months and
‘'years bafore the great war in the Pacific, who could have
‘predicted that a son of Pawnes, Oklahoma =- or the sons or
Raritan, New Jersey; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Rutland, Vermont
=~ whe could have foretold that thesge young men, from every

\ corner of America, would be called upon to defend freedom six

thousand niles away, in an obscure Pacific igland cailed
Guadalcanal?

It's safe to say that few if ﬁny had ever heard of the
island. None could have pridictnd what would transpire tharas.

But it was on Guadalcanal that tha forces of freedom began thei:

1)}

‘long march -- a march that wouldn't end until three years later
‘in Tokyo Bay, on the deck of the uUssg Misscuri.

No one can foretell when or where freedom will bas challenged
== that is one of the lemsons of Guadalcanal. How many
rAmericans, in 1947, had heard of Pusin or Chosin or Inchon? How
wany of us, fifteen yeara latar, had yet heard of pa Nang or Khe
Sahn? And how few Americans, in the summer of 1990, had yet
heard of Dahran or Khatji.

Yet today these names are indelibly part of the rell éall of
honer, places where Americans made their stand, and offered up

their sweat and bioed to & Cause grsater than themnselves.
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We honor the dead not merely for their sake but for our own
a8 well. In commemoration and remembrance wa learn again that
freadom, in tha deapest sense, always hangs in the balance =~
that we earn it day by day, in hot wars and cold -~ that itg
‘Price, as Jefferson said, is eternal vigilanca, an endlesnl}
reneved dadication to keeping our country strong, our defensas
-8acond to none, our leadership unquestionad ang unchallenged,

[American leadership ig exprasged in ﬁany ways. NSC INSERT
'TO COME]

Let me return, in closing, to Guadalcanal. There was a
/rhyme pa#sed around during those dark five months ag the bﬁttl
‘raged on, when freedom hung by the unbreakab;e thread of Amari]an
‘bravery and resolve. Every Marine who wasp't fighting on the
‘islands knew the lines: "gay d prayer for your pal // on
Guadalcanal}" |

This morning, in this Place, we remempar those words and the
mén who inspired them. with hearts full of Pride and awe and
thanksgiving, we once again say a prayer for those who fought and
died in a place few h&d known of; but which we will never forgat:

May God blass tham. May God bless you, And may God bless
the United Statss of America.
L B




