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Let me tell you that it is a great pleasure
to renew old ties, greet new friends. And of
course, I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for
the introduction. He said he persuaded me
to come. This man’s tough; you get the arm
up behind the back, twist the elbow here,
and here I am. And I am very, very pleased.
Sorry that I missed the other one, but de-
lighted to be at your side and congratulate
you on your service to this wonderful national
organization.

Butch Joeckel greeted me earlier, the na-
tional adjutant; Jesse Brown, the national ex-
ecutive director of the DAV. And of course,
want to single out and salute a man who's
elped me enormously, Ed Derwinski, our
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. And may I also
mention Robin Higgins. Cleve most appro-
priately mentioned Colonel Higgins, and I
want to salute her here. And thanks to all
of you who represent America’s disabled vet-
erans, their families, their survivors; they're
fully 1.4 million strong,

I was just asking Joe about the vintage of
some of you all. And I must say, looking out
at the audience, and I don’t want to put ev-
erybody in this category, a lot come out of
the same war that I was in. And I don’t want
to say that you're old guys or women, but
nevertheless—[laughter]—you kind of make
me feel at home here. So I'll leave it there.
But I also want to bring you best wishes
from a great friend and fan of yours named
Barbara. She and I were talking about cool-
ness under fire. I told her, the more I'm criti-
cized, the more I turn it into humor. You
>, know her; she said, “The rate you're going,
ou’ll soon be funnier than Johnny Carson.”
| Laughter]

Last September, I was very honored to be
with many here, but honored to attend your
salute to the Persian Gulf veterans. Today,
I'm proud to salute the American veteran.
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The American vet deserves safe streets, a
sound economy, strong families, a world at
peace. You believe, and I agree, America
should serve those who served their country.

That's why my administration has not
wavered in our commitment to you and your
families. We must change our health care
system in this Nation, and we will. But let
me be clear: We will not change our commit-
ment to the integrity of veterans health care.
No program is going to change that.

If, in all this talk about change, Congress
sends me legislation to dismantle the VA sys-
tem, 1 will whip out my veto pen and knock
down that incoming Scud missile, that Scud
missile aimed right at your very well-being.
If you ask how many VA hospitals I'll close,
I'll say not three, not two, not one. If anyone
again suggests taxing your benefits, I'll say
what I have said before: Don’t take it from
our veterans. ‘

Now, I know you're concerned about hav-
ing your voice heard as the Washington bu-
reaucracy debates your health care future. So
just yesterday I created a special panel there
in the White House to guarantee your leader-
ship’s involvement. We will listen, and we
will act to stand by those who stood up for
America.

I am very proud of the progress that we've
made together. Your leadership has sen-
sitized all of us, brought the problems to us,
worked cooperatively when there were dif-
ficulties. I can’t tell you how much coopera-
tion we've had. But they've never held back,
saying we must do this, we must do that.
They've been strong leaders.

We have created specialized centers. We
funded new outpatient clinics and moved
more resources into VA medical care, too.
I also am proud of how we have built on
these beginnings. Two years ago we passed
the Americans with Disabilities Act. That is
the most sweeping civil rights legislation
since the sixties. And it will help the disabled
enter the mainstream, and it’s just about time
that this country did that.

Three years ago, as Cleve mentioned, I was
on my way to address this convention, your
convention. You know what changed my
plans. It concerned a husband, a father, an
American hero. And again, with us today is
the wife of Colonel Rich Higgins, Major
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Robin Higgins. On behalf of every American,
let me just once again tell you I admire your
courage from the bottom of my heart. We
all do. We're very, very grateful to you.

Two years ago this week, I made a decision
that I think every Commander in Chief,
every President, dreads having to make: to
send our men and women in the Armed
Forces into harm’s way. This one was at the
beginning of Operation Desert Shield. No
President, no father, no parent makes that
decision lightly. But I acted because America
must stand for freedom, and we must stand
by those who preserve it.

I don’t want to start telling war stories here
because then I'd have to listen to you guys.
[Laughter] And I don’t have time. But let
me tell you this: From my own experience,
1 learned firsthand what it means to know
that America will never abandon its fighting
men, whatever their fate. My family never
had to face the agony of a phone call in the
night or a knock on the door. Let me say
to the families waiting still for their loved
ones: We will not forget you.

I am pleased that the League of Families
just last week strongly supported our admin-
istration’s efforts and commended my admin-
istration’s programs. But though dramatic
progress has been made, all are not ac-
counted for. I will fight to make sure that
America stands with you, the veterans, until
the fate of every POW and MIA is known.

Over the last 3% years, America’s heroes
have helped a wall crumble in Berlin; from
Kuwait to Panama, helped free those once
enslaved. Our soldiers were not wounded in
vain. You helped end the cold war. Those
who served at whatever time in recent history
helped end the cold war. And America won
the cold war.

Having won, we worked with the republics
of the former Soviet Union to reduce strate-
gic nuclear arms. But President Yeltsin and
I have agreed to go even further. You may
remember my meeting with him a couple of
months ago. We agreed to eliminate the most
destabilizing of all those terrible
multiwarheaded ICBM?’s, those great big—
in their case, those SS-18’s that have cast
fear into the hearts of everybody. By that
agreement we have reduced the threat of nu-
clear war. This is something that every family
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in America, every child in America is gratefy]
for.

Let me make another point about tha
Our victory in the cold war means that oyr
defenses can be smaller. And so earlier this
year, based on the recommendations, and |
emphasize this point, based on the rec.:
ommendations of Secretary Cheney and our
distinguished Chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
Colin Powell, I made some responsible cuts.
I responsibly cut our long-range defense
budget. But we cannot lose sight of the fact
that for all the great gains that we have made
for freedom, for all the peace of mind that
we have secured for our children, the world
remains a dangerous place.

The Soviet bear may be extinct, but there
are still plenty of wolves in the world, rene-
gade rulers, terrorists, outlaw regimes, Bagh-
dad bullies. And as long as I am President
I will not allow a madman to get a finger
on the nuclear trigger. We will stay strong
as the United States.

You know, today some have forgotten
every hard-won lesson of this American cenggs
tury. I know you haven't. So some proposW¥
to cut our national defense, to cut $60 billion
in defense beyond what our military experts
deem responsible for the national security of
this country. :

Well, let me answer them: Yes, I know this
is a political year. But the defense budget
is more than a pi%gy bank for dpeople who
want to get busy beating swords into pork
barrels, and we are not going to have that.
I owe it to you, the veterans of this country,
to be able to certify to you that we are keep-
ing our national security at proper levels.

I know this fundamental truism, that to
keep America safe, we have to keep America
strong. That's why when the other side says
“Let’s ravage the Strateiic Defense Initia-
tive,” I say, “Remember the lesson of Desert
Storm.” We will not leave the world defense-
less against nuclear attacks. We will push for-
ward with SDI.

Think for a moment about what a strong
America has helped achieve. Think about

worries we once faced and the world we fac® sAu

today: not a Europe in flames, not a world
at war, touched off by the death throes of
the Soviet empire, but a world at peace, a
new birth of freedom; not a Latin America
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Bas plagued that area for so long but a hemi-
 “sphere moving toward free trade and free
overnment; not a Middle East dominated
by a dictator but a region where ancient en-
emies at long last are talking peace, sitting
across from each other at the peace table,
something that people thought was impos-
sible to bring about. Our policies and your
backing help make all of this possible.

So when the Sunday strategists say that
I've spent too much time on foreign policy,
let me just put it this way: I will never apolo-
gize for a single minute spent keeping Amer-
ica strong, safe, and free. '

Well, where do we go next? Well, I think
about our challenges. When I do that I'm
reminded of a football story, a football story,
a story about a freshman football player
thrust into a close game, the close of a tie
game, late there in the fourth quarter, with
the ball on his own team’s one-yard line. And

the coach grabbed the quarterback and he
qsgf{r:ﬁish::erfgﬁoien ' ] said, “Don'gtr take any cgances. Just fall on
sen’t. So some propos : B’Mhe ball three times and then punt.” Well,
fense. to cut $60 billio Sn the first snap, a huge hole opened up in
hat our military experts the line and the quarterback scrambled all
th tional secuf'lp of the way to the 50. The next snap, another
€ nation Yy huge hole, and down to the 25 he went. On
the third play, the t(Eluarterback ran through
an opening wider then the River Nile and
fell just one yard short of a touchdown. The
crowd was going crazy, screaming for victory,
and the freshman took the fourth snap,
stepped back, calmly punted the ball com-
pletely out of the stadium. [Laughter] And
on the sideline the coach was tearing his hair
out. He ran onto the field screaming. “What
could you possibly be thinking?” And the
freshman replied, “I was just thinking, you
must be the dumbest coach in the entire
world.” [Laughter]
As the coach of the American foreign pol-
icy, or foreign policy coach, it would be the
height of stupidity for me to suggest that we
just ignore our foreign commitments, as
3ome suggest now. And by the way, I'm
empted to say that now the world playing
Fhield is so competitive, I'm not sure we
should trust to a team a rookie quarterback.
But that's something else again. [Laughter]

Now, my point is, we can’t punt out for-
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do. First we must do all we can to bolster
the process of democracy, especially where
democratic friends have replaced totalitarian
enemies in Eastern Europe and in the
former Soviet Union. 1 hope you will stand
with me and urge Congress to act imme-
diately to approve this “FREEDOM Support
Act,” to lend a helping hand to the former
Soviet Union, take out an insurance policy
on democracy. After World War I, we ig-
nored the summons for help, and we paid
dearly. We paid dearly for that. After World
War I1, we lent a helping hand, and our lives
are richer for it. So let us not ignore the les-
son of history. Let us act now to support free-
dom and free enterprise.

Our second challenge is not to turn our
back on the world economy. Seventy percent
of our economic growth the last 4 years has
come from exports; 7.2 million American jobs
are tied to trade. I will work to open foreign
markets, to strengthen our schools so that we
can compete, because what is true today will
be true tomorrow: Give an American worker
the chance, and he will beat the pants off
of the competition.

Over the past 3% years, America has
changed the world, just as we’re now ready
to change America, building the kind of Na-
tion here many of you fought so valiantly for
abroad.

Think of what you fought for, an America
of better jobs and better schools and safer
neighborhoods and equality for all, a land
where our kids and grandkids would live in
prosperity and peace. Think of what we can
now achieve, an America which eclipses even
its greatest triumphs. But I need your help.

Landing here in Reno this afternoon, and
being greeted by our very able Lieutenant
Governor Sue Wagner, who's here with us
right now, I had an incredible treat. I was
met by a Nevadan, a guy from Carson City
named J.C. Crume, who has joined me here
at the convention today. I think he’s here;
he was trying to get on in. I met him—this
is a little history—50 years ago, 1942. I was
18 years old. He was my first flight instructor
at the naval air station there in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. He took a scared 18-year-old kid
and put me behind the stick of a Navy plane.
And ].C.’s hair looked a little gray, but he
told me that it wasn’t age. It’s the lingering
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effects of the terror he felt 50 years ago with
this young kid sitting in the back seat.
[Laughter] And very frank and honest guy
that he is.

But more seriously, I did learn something
from him and from my other soul mates and
comrades in arms in the Navy. I learned
about teamwork, and I learned about the im.
portance of sticking together from Mr.
Crume and all the other guys in the Navy.
I learned to depend on my wingman for
friendship, for support, and even for survival.

As you may know, some of you may know
this history, but after I left basic training,
J-C.’s great instruction, I was assigned to the
Pacific. One day, my plane was shot down,
TBF flying over the ‘island of Chi Chj Jima,
just off the island, and parachuted into the
water. When I was swimming in the middle
of the Pacific, one of my wingmen pointed
me to a liferaft that had fallen from the plane,
while another wingman then helped keep the
enemy at bay. They put boats out from this
island of Chi Chi Jima.

After the Navy, I didn’t wear my uniform
every day, but believe me, friends have been
part of every good fortune in my life, every
good fortune. Now I'm about to embark op
another political battle, and I know this is
a nonpolitical convention, but I would be re-
miss if I did not express my thanks to those
who have helped here and to those, regard-
less of party, who have done so much to
strengthen, whatever our politics, strengthen
support for the American veteran.

And I am saying, some things transcend
politics. And I'm just saying to. all of you,
let’s stay together. Let’s stay together. Let’s
not the wingman peel off as we fight for the
proper recognition of and support for the
American veteran.

Thank you all very, very much. And may
God bless the United States of America,
Note: The President spoke at 5.02 p.m. in
the Goldwyn Ballroom at the Reno Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to. Cleve-
land Jordan, national commander, DAV: Jo-
seph C. Zengerle, national senior vice oqm-
mander, DAV; and Maj. Robin Higgins,
whose husband, Col. Willigm R. Higgins, was
killed while held hostage in Beirut, Lebanon.
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A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the American Legislative
Exchange Council in Colorado -
Springs, Colorado

August 6, 1992

Thank you for that wonderfully warm
ALEC welcome. And Fred Noye, thank yoy
for that generous introduction. I want to
thank the official host, the Mayor, Mayor
Isaac, for his hospitality; recognize Sam
Brunelli, of course, an old friend with us here
who feels very comfortable here; Holly
Coors, so well-known; and ALEC; my dear
friend and respected leader of faith, Jim
Dobson here. Let me just say, Fred, you have
done a wonderful job as chairman. I'm not
pronouncing you dead yet; you have a few
more months. But you've done a great chair-

man job. And I know that your shoes will &

be aley filled by Bill Raggio, over here, fro
the State of Nevada. 73

Bill flew in with us last night from Reno
on Air Force One. And all the White House
stationery and matchboxes from the plane
are missing. [Laughter) But he swears there’s
no correlation whatsoever. [Laughter] But 1
was 5o honored that he came all the way up
from the convention, took the puddle-jump-
ers all the way, to just represent ALEC on
the ride down, fill me in on what a fantastic
convention is underway right here in Colo-
rado Springs.

Twenty years ago, when ALEC started, I
see it that you were a lone voice in the con-
servative wilderness. Now you gather in these
marvelous Colorado mountains at a time
when the endangered species list is topped
by that creature rarely spotted outside of the
202 area code; I'm talking, of course, about
the unabashed, unreconstructed liberal,
[Laughter] _

But your energy and your 1deas.and your
enthusiasm helped lead the ideological trans
formation of America. So it’s an honor to b
standing here as your guest, invited to speak
to you today. I understand that, I think the
figure is no fewer than six members of my
Cabinet will speak here. I'm especially de-

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH ; STEVE PROVOST Wﬁ% SF
-~

FROM: CURT SMITH &~

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR DISABLED VETERANS

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, August 5, at 3:00 p.m., you will address
approximately 2,800 people at the Disabled American Veterans
Convention in Reno, Nevada.

IXI. DISCUSSION

Your remarks (approximately 15 minutes / teleprompter),
stress the importance of a strong defense and salute American
veterans for their service and sacrifice. You also commend
Marine Major Robin Higgins, wife of slain hostage Rich Higgins.
She is currently trying to change her plans to stay for your
speech, and your tribute to her is bracketed in your remarks.



(Smith/Walters)
August 4, 1992
RENO

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
' RENO, NEVADA

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992

3:00 P.M. _

It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.
I want to thank Cleve Jordan for that ihtroduction. Thanks to
all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors - fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
braﬁery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "“Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address-an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and tﬁe Marines.")) //

In that sense, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. i»said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, At thié rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno.")) //

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf Veterans. Today, I'm proud to salute
the American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets /
a sound eéonomy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I
agree: America shoulq serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,
:and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two
years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. !/
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Today, I can tell you: Not one VA hospital has been closed
because of this review or lack of money. / What's more, we have
created specialized centers, funded new outpatient clinics, and
boosted our VA medical care budget by a billion dollars per year.

I am proud, too, of how we have built on these beginnings. /

Two years ago we passed the Americans With Disabilities Act --
the most sweeping civii rights legislation since the 1960s. //
It will help the disabled enter the mainstream -~ and it's about
time. //

Next, I have rejected taxation of veterans' disability
compensation ~- and I will continue to. No veteran shoﬁld have
to pay twice -- once in battle, and once in peace. / Finally,
yesterday I created a White House panel to address the future of
the VA health care system -- and how overall health care reform
'will affect VA health care. //

our goal is to ensure veterans the world's best medic;1
cére. One way we will reach it is to have disabled vets play a
key role on our pahel. / By putting veterans first -- we will
keep America first. I will contipue to fight for those who've
fought from Verdun to Viet Nam and from Korea to Kuwait City. //

[[Three years ago I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It'concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife

of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every

American; I admire your courage from the bottom of my heart.]] /
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Two years ago this week, I made a decision every President
dreads -- to send our men ?nd women in the Armed Forces into
harm's way at the beginning of Operation Desert Storm. No
President, no parent; makes that decision likely. //

I acted because America must stand for freedom -- and thus,
by those who preserve it: Her veterans. BAmerica must stand with
anyone who wore the uniforﬁ. /

All of us have our stories. Mine came fifty years ago --
when I was a scared kid, alone in a raft, paddling against the
current to keep from washing ashore onian empty island. I-
remember -- when I wasn't Qondering if anyone would find me at
all -- worrying about who might find me gi;g;. //

I wés fortunate. I know that. /

I learned first-hand in war what it means to know that
America will neverrabandon its fighting men, whatever their fate.
/ My family never had to face the agony of a phone call in the
night or a knock on the door. Let me say to the families waiting
still for their loved ones: America will stand with you -- until
every hero has come home. // .

Over the last 3 and 1/2 years; America's heroes have-helped.
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, ﬁelped free
those once enélaved. Helped Communism become a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.

You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. //
Having won, wé agreed with the republics of the former

Soviet Union to the first verifiable reduction in strategic
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nuclear arms. Next year, President Yeltsin and I have agreed to-

go even further. 1In 1989, the enemy blinked. In 1991, it fell.

The great victory wé won based on strength we will not lose
because of weakness. / It is a cause for which you took up arms
-- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in Midway / Da Nang /
the Persian Gulf. A cause I describe as real peace -- the
triumph of freedom -- not merely the absence of war.

Yes, our victory in the Cold War means that our defenses can
be smaller. éo earlier this year I cut our-long range defense
budget prudently -- sensibly. / But we can't lose sight of the
fact that for all the great gains we've made for freedom -~ for
all the peace of mind‘we'Ve secured for our children -- the world

remains a dangerous place. //

The Soviet bear may be extinct -- but there are still plenty
of wolves in the world. Renegade rulers / outlaw regimes /
Baghdad bullies. Madmen we can't allow to get a finger on the

nuclear trigger. /

You have my word: This Président will never allow a lone -
wolf‘to endanger American security. //

I will never forget those who fought in the swamps and-
deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured the
wounds of war so that liberty might live. / Nor will I forget
how real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth
of the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade

of peril. //
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Today, some have forgotten every hard-won lesson of this
American Century. So they propose to gut our national defense -
- to cut $60 billion in defense beyond what we deem responsible.
Well, let me answer them: The defense budget is more than a

piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into

pork barrels. / I know that to keep America safe -- we have to

keep America strong. //

That is why when the other side says: We're better off
without defense -- so let's ravage the Strategic Defense
Initiative / I say: Remeﬁber the lessons of Desert Storm. //

When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have
to rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had
the technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. /

We will not leave America defenseless againsf nuclear
attack. We will push forward with Sﬁi. ]/ |

The people trying to kill SDI remind me of the definition of
a.cynic: "The man who knows the price of everything and the
value of nothing." They don't understand -- never will ~-- that
when it comes to national defense,.finishing second means
" finishing last. //

Think for a moment about what a strong America has helped
achieve. Think about the worries we once faced -- and the world
we see today: Not a Europe in flames, or a world at war, touched
off by the death throes of the Soviet Empire -- but a world at
peace, a new birth of freedom. / Not a Latin America consumed by

revolution and resentment -- but a hemisphere moving toward free
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trade and free government. / Not a Middle East dominated by a
dictator -- but a region where ancient enemies at ldng last are
talking peace. / Our policies helped make all of this possible.

So when the Sunday strategists say I've spent too much time
on foreign policy, I say: I will never apologize for a single
minute spent keeping America safe, strong, and free. //

You see, I don't believe foreign policy is a footnote . . .
a loose end we wrap up, and then safely forget. // That's why we
need a President who's earned the trust of America's allies. /
It's why we need a President who knows what I learned in World
War II -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law against the law of the jungie. /

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraﬁed
these principles on America's soul. / Our task is now to meet
two key foreign policy challenges in the years ahead. //

- First, we must do all we can to bolster the process of
démocratization -- especially where démoératic friends have
replaced totalitarian enemies in Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union. / We must also continue to help our alliances, thé
United Nations,'and other international organizations deal with
the prospect of conflicts made more dangerous by weapons of mass
destruction. / Above all, we must understand what would truly
threaten our eEonoﬁic recovery. Not too‘mggg attention to
foreign policy. Instead, too little attention to foreign policy

would encourage the very threats yoﬁ put your lives on the line
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to defeat. As your President —-las your Commander in Chief --
this I will not do. // -

our second challenge is to bolster the process of free
market reform and especially the continued liberalization of
world trade. One thing is certain: igg;ggiggg_gggggg_ggggg;
turn its back on the world economy. / Seventy percent of our
ecoﬁomic:growth since 1988 has come from exports. fhat's 7.2
million American jobs tied to trade. More than ever, we depend
on a stable, prosperous and growing world economy. Either we
strive to open up markets and do whatever it takes here-at home -
- either we take the steps we must'to improve education,
technology, job tralnlng, and productivity -- or we will watch
trade barriers go up everywhere and suffer the consequences. /

Remember: In the 1930s, prOtectionism was the companion to
Depression -- and the prelude to war. So I say: Let's welcome
the competition ~-- and tfust that our ingenuity will make us
great in the future as it has in the past. //'

Over the past 3 and a half years, America has changed the
world -- justvae we're now ready to change America. Building the
kind of Nation here you fought so valiantly for abroad. //

Think of what you fought for: An America of better jobs /
better schools / safer neighborhoods / and equality for all. A
land where our kids and grandkids would live in prosperity and
peace. // Think of what we can now achieve: An America'which
eclipses even its greatest triumphs. But only with a military

that is truly Number One. //
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Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of the Navy Hymn that salutes
freedom's liegemén. You know the words: "“Eternal Father, strong
to save / O hear us when we cry to thee / For those in peril én
the séa." / ‘

I know what veterans have fought for -- died for. I know
the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our defenses in an
unpredictable world today is to smear your sacrifice in the war-
torn world of yesferdax. /] I hannft done that -- never will.
You deserve a President who knows that giving peace a chance
doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

" Those who mock a strong defense are as obsolete as Communism
/Aas passe as appeasement / as foolish as the slogan, "Make love,
not war." / Bumper stickers won't defeat bayonets / won't reduce

nuclear weapons /[ won't remake America / won't send tyranny to

its grave. / What will is patience, planning, and personal
: diplomacy ~- aided by the greatest people iﬁ the history of man.
This "last best hope on earth." We Americans. //

Fellow veterans, thank you for your support, and may God
bless this wondrous land we all fought to presérve -- the United

States of America.
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SUBJECT: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR DISABLED VETERANS

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, August 5, at 3:00 p.m., you will address
approximately 2,800 people at the Disabled American Veterans
Convention in Reno, Nevada.

IT. DISCUSSTION

Your remarks. (approximately 15 minutes / teleprompter),
stress the importance of a strong defense and salute American
veterans for their service and sacrifice. You also commend
Marine Major Robin Higgins, wife of slain hostage Rich Higgins.
She is currently trying to change her plans to stay for your
speech, and your tribute to her is bracketed in your remarks.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M.

It -is a pleasure to renew old ties --'and greet new friends.
I want to thank Cleve Jordan for that introduction.. Thanks to
all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors - fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "“Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that sense, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno.")) //

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your

Salute to the Persian Gulf Veterans. Today, I'm.proud to salute
‘the American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets /
a sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I

agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two
years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. //
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Today, I can tell you: Not one VA hospital has been closed
because of this review or lack of money. / What's more, we have
created specialized centers, fundeé new outpatient clinics, and
boosted our VA medical care'budget by a billion dollars pér year.

I am proud, too, of how we have built on these beginnings. /
Two years ago we passed the Americans With Disabilities Act --
the most sweeping civil rights legislation since the 1960s. //
It will help the disabled enter the mainstream -- and it's about
time. //

Next, I have rejected taxation of veterans' disability
compensation -- and I will continue to. No veteran should have

to pay twice -- once in battle, and once in peace. / Finally,

yesterday I created a White House panel to address the future of -
the VA health care system -- and how overall health care reform
will affect VA health care. //

Our goal is to ensure veterans the world's best medical
care. One way we will reach it is to have disabled vets play a
key role on our panel. / By putting veterans first -- we will
keep America first. I will continue to fight for those who've
fought from Verdun to Viet Nam and from Korea to Kuwait City. //

[[Three years ago I was on my way to address your |
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a
. husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife

of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every

American, I admire your courage from the bottom of my heart.]] /
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Two years ago this week, I made a decision every President
dreads -- to send our men and women in the Armed Forces into
harm's way at the beginning of Operation Desert Storm. No
President, no parent, makes that decision likely. //

.I acted because America must.stand forvfreedom -- and thus,
by those who preserve it: Her veterans. America must stand with
anyone who wore the uniform. / |

All of us have our stories. Mine came fifty years ago --
when I was a scared kid, alone in-a raft, paddling against the
current to keep from washing ashore on.an empty island. I
remember -- when I wasn't wondering if anyone would finé me at
all —-'worrying about who might find me first. //

I was fortunate. I know that. /

I learned first-hand in war what it means to know that
America will never abandon its fighting men, whatever their fate.
/ My family never had to face the agonyvof a phone call in the
night or a knock on the door. Let me say to the families waiting
still for their loved ones: America will stand with you -- until
every hero has come home. // | -

Over the last 3 and 1/2 years, America's heroes have helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From.Kuwait to Panama, hélped free-
those once enslaved. ﬁelped Communism become a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You weré not wounded in vain.
You helped end the .Cold War -- aﬁd America won. //

Having won, we agreed with the republics of the former

Soviet Union to the first verifiable reduction in strategic
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nuclear arms. Next year, President Yeltsin and I have agreed to
go even further. In 1989, the enemy blinked. InA1991, it fell.

The great victory we won based on strength we will not lose
because of weakness. / It is a cause for which you took up arms
~- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in Midway / Da Nang /
the Persian Gulf. A cause I describe as real peace -~ the
triumph of freedom -- not merely the absence of war.

Yes, our victory in the Cold War means that our defenses can
be smaller. Sd earlier thié year I cut our-long range defense
budget prudently -- sensibly. / But we can't lose sight of the
fact that for all the great gains we've made for freedom -- for
all the peace of mind we've secured for our childfen‘-é the world
remains a dangerous place. //

The Soviet bear may 5e extinct -- but there are still plenty
of wolves in the world. Renegade rulers / outlaw regimes /
Baghdad bullies. Madmen we can't allow to get a finger on the
nuclear trigger. /

You have my word: This President will never allow a lone

wolf to endanger American security. //

I will never forget those wﬁo fought in the swampé and
deserts / those who lie in ArlingtonA/ those who endured the
wounds of war so that liberty ﬁight live. / Nor will I forget
how real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth

of the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade

of peril. //
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Today, some have forgotten every hard-won lesson of this
American Century. So they propose.to gut our natiopal defense -
- to cut $60 billion in defense beyond what we deem responsible.

Well, let me answer them: The defense budget is more than a

piggy bank for people who want to get busx beating swords into

pork barrels. / I know that to'keep America safe -- we have to

keep America strong. //

That is why when the other side says:  We're better off
without defense -- so let's ravage the Strategic Defense
Initiative / I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm. //

When the S§uds came raining down, thank God we didn't have
to rely on some abstract theory of detefrence. Thank God we had
~the technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. /

We will not leave'America defenseless against nuclear
attack. We will push forward with SDI. //

The people trying to kill SDI remind me of the definition of
‘a cynic: A"The man who knows the price of everything and the
value of nothihg.“ They don't understand -- neverlwill -- that
‘when it comes to national defense, finishing second means

finishing last. //

.Think for a moment about what a strong America has helped
achieve. Think about thé worries_we once faced -- and the world .
‘we see today: Not a Europe in flames, or a world at war, touched
off by the death throes of the Soviet Empire -- but a world at
peace, a new birth of freedom. / Not a Latin America consumed by

revolution and resentment -- but a hemisphere moving toward free
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trade and free government. / Not a Middle East dominated by a
dictator -- but a region where ancient enemies at long last are
talking peace. / Our policies helped make all of this possibile.
So when the Sunday strategists say I've spent too much time
on foreign policy, I say: I _will never apologize for a single
minute spent keeping America safé, strong, and free. //

You see, I don't believe foreign policy is a footnote . . .
a loose end we wrap up, and then éafely'forget. // That's why we
need a President who's earned the trust of America's allies. /
It's why we need a President who knows what I learned in World
War II -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law against the law of the jungle. /

For more than éoo years, America's veterans have engraved
these principles on America's soul. / Our task is now to meet
two key foreign policy challenges in the years ahead. //

First, we must do all we can to bolster the process of
democratization -- especially where democratic friends have
replaced totalitarian enemies in Eastefn Europe and the former
Soviet Union. / We must also continue to help our alliances, the
United Nations, and other international organizations deal with
the prospect of conflicts made more dangerous by weapons of mass
destruction. / Above all, we must understand what would truly
threaten our economic recovery. Not too much attention to
foreign policy. 1Instead, too little attention to foreign policy

would encourage the very threats you put yoﬁr lives on the 1line
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to defeat. As your President -- as your Commander in Chief --
fthis I will not do. //
our second chéllenge is to bolster the process of ffee
" market reform and especially the continued liberalization of
world trade. One thing is certain: lgg_ggiggg_gﬁg;gg_ggggg;
turn its back oﬂ the world economy. / Seventy percenf of our
economic growth since 1988 has come from exports. That's 7.2
million American jobs tied to trade. More than ever, we depend
on a stable, prosperous and growing‘world.ecogomy. Either we
strive to open up markets and do whatever it takes here at home -
- either we take the steps we must to improve education,

' technology, job training, and productivity -- or we will watch
trade barriers go up everywheré and suffer the consequences.-/

Remember: In the 1930s, protectionisﬁ was the companion to

Depression -- and-the prelude to war. So I say: Let's welcome
the compefition -- and trust that our ingenuify'will make us
great in the future as it has in the past. //-

Oover the past 3 and a half years, America has changéd the
__gg;lg -- just as we're now ready to change America. Building the
kind of Nation here you fought so Vaiiantiy for abroad. //

Think of what you fought for:'»An America of better jobs / -
better schools / safer neighborhoods / and equality for all. A
land where ouf kids and grandkids would live in prosperity and
peace. //‘ Think of what we can now achieve: An America which
eclipses even its greatest triumphs. But only with a military

that is truly Number One. //
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Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of the Navy Hymn‘that salutes
freedom's liegemen. You know the words: "“Eternal Father, strong
to save / O hear us when we cry to thee / For those in peril on
the sea." /

I know what veterans have fought for -- died for. I know
the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our defenses in an
unpredictable world today is to smear your sacrifice in the war-
torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done that -- never will.
You deserve a President who knows that giving peace a chance
doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

Those who mock a strong defense are as obsolete as Communism
/ as passe as appeasement / as foolish as the slogan, "Make love,
not war." / Bumper stickers won't defeat bayonets / won't reduce
'nuclear weapons / won't remake America / won't send tyranny to

its grave. / What will is patience, planning, and personal

diplomacy -- aided by the greatest people in the history of man.
This "last best hope on earth." We Ameficans. //

Fellow veterans, thank you for your support, and may God
bless this wondrous land we all fought to preserve -- the United

States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAI. REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
\ RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M.
It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.

I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterané, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million sfrong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in-the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery_as it takes for é Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that spirit, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. éhe
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno."))

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets / a

sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe --'and I

agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two

years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I recall telling Ed
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Derwinski: Our plan must not allow the ciosing of a single; |
solitary médical center. //

Today, I can report to you: Not one VA hospital has been
closed because of review or lack of services. / What's more, we
have created specialized centers, funded new outpatient clinics,
and boosted our VA budget almost a billion dollars per year. By
putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue
to fight for those who've fought from Verdun to Kuwait City. //

This year we hear a lot about change. And, sure, there are
things I'd like to change. Though maybe a better word is renewal

—-- because no one knows better than the Americaﬁ veteran: The

changes we_need must be based on principles that never change. //
Like you, my parents brought me up to understand that
mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by

‘Almighty God. / Our common law, our Constitution, and our Bill

of Rights are. firmly rooted in this tradition -- the Judeo-
Christian tradition. / Only recently have we seen the rise of
legal theories and practices that reject our tradition. 1It's a
deeply disturbing trend -- and it is diametrically opposed to my.
idea of the kind of change that'é good for our country. /

" Last month on a stage 2;700 miles from here, fhere was
another convention -- very different from this one. Now, T
didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the mountains

fishing -~ where the air was clear, not hot. / But I understand

one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called me

"the captain of the ship of state." He didn't mean it as a
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compliment -- but believe me: As a Navy mén surrounded by fellow
vets -- the term suits me just fine. //

Whoever is'chosen‘to pilot the ship of state must have a
reliable moral compass. // ((This leads me to a remarkable
woman. Three years ago, I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife
of‘Coionel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every
American, I admire-you_from the bottom of my heart.)) //

Like all of you, Colonel Higgins knew that the things worth
living for were also worth dying for. / I mean things like duty
/ honor / fidelity to country. / These are the values fof which
you took up arms -- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne /_in
Midway / Da Nang / the Persian Gulf. // Any President must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my job is more than managing the
économy, or even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of the Nation. An America without pefspnal
responsibility is not America at all. /

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of heroes who didn't just
believe in good versus evil -- they lived it. / They would be
appalled by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom of a Connecticut mall -- and how some want legislation
to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the breakdown in

responsibility runs the spectrum: 1It's also present among. those
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who flaunt their wealth -- and who flout the law. Crime isn't

clean just because the crook wears a white collar. //

Americans will make a choiée this year about economic
growth, and about keeping America safe and strong. But the

choice is about more than that: It is about renewing moral

strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the

next. Principles aren't driven by polls. Principles endure../

This year, one side offers real change to make America One Nation

under God. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never once

mentioned the one word which counts most: God. /

You can see the differences of philosophy reflected in éur
policies. As a baseball umpire might put it, "You make the call."”
Consider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down -- not lifting them up. The key.to reform is

personal responsibility. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bureaucracy and spending -- even
if it means saying no to unwed mothers who want to get married.

It's time the system said yes: Yes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who wopked and saved money for college because she didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I callithat amazing. The
welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong
here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic way
of welfare and let our states find new ways that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Next, let's take education. / We know that,reneﬁing
education depends on giving parents real freedom and real
.responsibility to cﬁoose their kids' schools. - The other side
tries to posture on behalf of parents - but I don't think
they're fooling anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they_wanted -- as,
long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any
school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government.

My plan ‘is different -- it's called the G.I. Bill for
Children. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers

scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any qualified

school -- private, public, or religious. My plan preserves

religious freedom. So can another issue where there's a Grand
Canyon 6f a divide. According to the Gallup Poll, America is the
most religious Nation on earth. Sadly, one side this year.thinks
it's fine to give condoms in school but not to say a prayer. I
disagree. So I again call on Cohgress to pass a Constitutional
Amendment restoring voluntary prayer to the classroom. Let's
bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our schools. //

Whatever the issue, the choice is clear. Who do you trust
to change America -- to renew timeless values like personal
responsibility? Who do you trust: The side with the courage to
stand for what may not be popular -- but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game -- mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more important than in the area I call real

peace -=- the triumph of democracy, not merely the absence of war.
// Ask those who served from the Sedan to Saigon. You know that
real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade of
peril. / The Soviet bear may be dead -- but there are a lot of
wolves left around the world. //

That's why we need a President who knowé what I learned in
World War -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law againsf the law of the jungle. /
Above éll; it's why need a President who knows: If the best way
to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the best
way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily strong.

This year one side says, almost unbelievably: .America is
"ridiculed" around- the world. / Our side says: Look at what
America has achieved over the 1a§t 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a féur-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.

You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. / America has

changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.
Here's a story about how we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days aftér Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high school, and Henry Stimson, then
.Secretary of War, gave the Commencement.Speech, He spoke words

that describe: the American character: About how the American
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soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confident without boasting, being part of an ifresiétible
might without losing faith an individual liberty."

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the
military build on the beginnings of the past 3 and 1/2 years.
Yes, our armed forces will be smaller —- thanks to less threat in
Europe and .less fear of war. Yet our defensé capacity will be
even dgreater, and here's why: Our victory in the Cold War allows
us to reduce defense spending -- but our commitment to vigilance
means we wifl not reduce our resolve. //

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget
prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the
other side's dictionary. 1It's as if they never heard of the
strategy -- "Peace through Strength" -- which has helped reshape
the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its
lackeys want to gut our abilify to update the ABM Treaty / harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and
maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

- Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep

America strong -- make sure the defense budget is'morg than a

: piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I sayﬁ Remémber the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had the
technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. / Those trying
to kill SDI remind me of the definition of a cynic: "The man who
knows the price of everything and the value of nothing." / We
will push forward with SDI for the best of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing second meénsvfinishing last.

You see, I remember. I know what veterans'have fought for.
I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our
defenses in an unpredictable world today is to smear your
sacrifice in the war-torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done
that -- never will. You deserve a President who knows that

giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

Whatever the cost to me, I'm going to do what's'riqht for

America. / Now that America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal responsibility ~-- are victorious around the globe -- why

in the world would we abandon them at home? // ’

We can not. As long as I am President, we will not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank you for your support. Together, we'll Kkeep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing
trim. We'll navigate our way to shining new horizons of renewal.

May God bless you all -- aﬁd the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1992

{ [(ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]]. Fellow veterans. Robin Higgins. It
is a pleasure Lo renew old tiles ~- and greet new friends. / I
'Qant;to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks to
all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.')) //

In that sense, I'm glad my best friend is with me. / ((Any
of our kids will tell you Barbara's the five-star general in our
'family. Believe me, when she giveé the orders, an entire
division clears out.)) [/

Last September, Barbara and 1 were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to return the favor.
-- and salute the American Veteran. / The American Vet 1s like
your neighbor: You want safe streets / good schools / a sound
economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I agree:
Amefica should serve those who also served their country. //

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two

years ago, we unvelled a National Commission to outline the
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future strﬁcture of VA medical facilities. I recall as yesterday
what I told Ed Derwinski:” Our- plan must not allow the closing of
a sipngle, solitary medical center. //° |

Today, I can report to you: Not gne VA hospital has been
closed because of review or lack of serviées. / What's more, we
have acted to create specialized centers from ambulatory to
community-based care, / Our Administration has funded new
outpatient éiinics. From FY 1991 to '93 our VA budget has risen
almost a billion dollars per year. / By putting veterans first
-~ we keep america rirst. I will continue to .fight for those
who've fought from Verdun to Kuwait city. // '

Vet or non-vet -- we have to make the world's best health

care system even better. / You know the story. Today, health

care gousts too much., Just as bad, too many are gzcludgg under

the present system --  million -- an army of uninsured

Americans. / We have to defeat this terrorism which leaves

people vulnerable, and alone. //

S5ome of you may recall how Sam Rayburn, former Speakef of
the House, once said, "If a man has common sense, he has all the
gense there is." Today, we need to use common sense as an
arsenal of good. [/ Some claim: The answer to better health
- care is a nationalized health system. My answer: Anyone who's
Sspent months trying to track down a.missing VA check / or wasted

a day in line at the DVM / is goihg to think long and hard before

they let the government play doctor. //
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As long as I am President, we will not adopt the dead-end
system of socialized medicipe. / Instead, I ask you to support
my health care plan to stabilize costs by reforming the systen.
My plan will make health insurance more efficient, and tax

deductions -- not tax ljjkes -- to make health insurance pore

affordable for low~to-middle income families. It will also

confront this fact: Today we have too many malpractice suits /
too many lawyers / too many hustlers looking to soak the systen.,

((I don't want to get into trouble with the Bar Association -
~ Bar is one of my favorite names -~ but I once gquoted to someone
- that line, "An apple a day keeps the doctor away." He said,
"What works for lawyers?")) / We'd be better off if we speﬁt
more time carjing for each other and less time suing each other. /
5o let's fight the terror Qf rising costs by reforming
nl,a_..uzmQLLQg__z__a,ng_Qa,Sﬁigg_my;hﬂgimuMQ- /!

This brings me to another kind of terrorism. Terrorisn

against the innocent -- against prave Americans abroad. // Three

years ago I was on my way to address your convention. You know

the event which changed my plans. / It was the death of a
husband / father / American hero. With us today is the wife of
Colonel William Higgins. Robin, on behalf of every American, [

salute you from the bottom of my heart. /

Fellow veterans, what Colonel Higgins died for -- we must
live for. The great victory he helped win based on strength ~-

we will not lose because of weakness. // It is a cause you took

up arms —- and bore our burden -- for in the Argonne / in Midway



/ Dan Nang / the Persian Gulf. / A cause I describe as feal

peace -- the triumph of freedom, not merely the absence of war.
Eight. months ago, 1 stood aboard the USS Arjzopa in the

qulet of Pearllﬂarbor, and thought of the Navy Hymn which salutes
rreedom's-leiegmen. You know the words: "Eternal Father, strong
to save / O hear us when we cry to thee / For fhose in peril on
the sea.” / 1t reminded me of that day -- almost fifty years ago
-— when I was a scared kid, alone in a raft, paddling against the
current: to Keep from washing ashore on an empty island. I
remember -- when I wasn't wondering if anyone would find me at
all -- worrying about who might find me first. //

I was fortunate. I know that. And I learned first-hand

what it means to know that Amerjca will never abapdon its

fighting men, whatever thejr fate, / I was on a three-man

bombing crew —-- where I learned of teamwork. / I learned how
friendships in battle last. / Like you, I also learned about
a purpose larger than ourselves. / I remember spending a month
aboard the submarine Finback after being shot down -- and at
night standing watch on the tower and looking at the dark. The
sKy was clear. The stars were brilliant —-- like a blizzard of
fireflies. There was calm, inner peace -- God's therapy. //
How, given that, could I forget those who fought in the
swamps and deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those disabled
go that liberty might live? / I gan't -- I won't. // Ask those
who served from the Sedan to Saigon. I cap't forget that real

peace stems not from a care-free bus in the warnth of the summer



e e e e po——

5

sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade of peril. / I
won't forget that while the Soviet bear is dead -- there are a

lot of wolves around the world. //

That's why we need a President who's earned the trust of
America's allies. / It's why we need a Praesident who knows what
I learned in World War -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last
year: No one walks away from appeasing an aggressor. He only

Crawls. / Above all, we need a President who knows: If the best

way to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the
best way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily strong.

Over the last 3 and 1/2 years, America's defense has helped
a wall crumble in Berlin., / From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. / Helped Communism become a four-letter
word: D-E-A-D. 'Helped end the Cold War ~- and America won. //
Having won, Qe agreed with the republics of the former Soviet
Unlon to the first verifiable reduction in strategic nuclear
arms. HNext year, President Yeltsin and I have agreed to go even
further. / Look at the record. 1In 1989, the enemy blinked. 1In
1991, it fell. / MAmerica has changed the world ~-~ just as we're
now poised to change America. //

All this hasn't happened through smoke and mirrors. // It's
come from a military that is practical -- national defense that
works. /  ((I'm reminded of how a writer was asked what he would
take if his house were on fire and he could remove only one
thing. His response? "I would take the fire.")) By taking away

their fjre -- we've seen that it's tyrants who've been burpged.
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One hundred and eighty-eight days after Pearl, I enlisted in
the Navy. / 1t was the day I graduated from high échool, and
Henry Stimson, then Secretary of War, gave. the Commencement
Speech, He spoke words that describe every veteran: About how
the American soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without
belnyg brutal, eself-confident without boasting, being‘part of an
irresistible might without losing faith an individual liberty."

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the

military bulld on the beginnings of the past 3_and 1/2 vears.

Yes, our armed forces will be spaller -- thanks to less threat in
Europe and less fear of war. VYet let me tell you: Our defense
capacity will be even greater, and here's why: oOur victory iﬁ
the Cold war allows us to reduce defense end -- but our
commitment to vigilance means we will not reduce our resolve. //

I know some doubt the need for a strong American military.

Well, if tunnel-vision were an art form, they would be the

Michelangelo of our ade. / These are the same people who haven't

supported any weapons since the slingshot and the pea-shooter.
They were wrbng about viet Nam / the Mayagquez / wrong about the
Shah of Iran, Afghanistan, and the Strategic Defense Initiative.
They were wrong about the freezniks and peaceniks / wrong about
Libya, Grenada, Panama, Kuwait. Now, to gquote my predeéessor,
"there they go again." They're wrong .about national defense. //
Earlier this year I cut our-lony range defense budget

prudently -- sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in
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the Gospel According to Congress. / So it wants to take $1
billion from defense spending and give it to defense bureaycracy.
It wants to slash this year's defense budget by $7 billion /
ravage SDI / gut 6ur ability to update the ABM Treaty / and harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and
malntenance. All this reminds me of the definition of a cynic:
"The man who knows the price of everything and the yalue of
nothing." Some people just don't understand: When it comes to
national defense, finishing second means finishing last. //

Well, this President understands. Understands, and
remembers. 1 know what veterans have fought for -- what they
died for. I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken

our defenses in an unpredictable world today is to smear your

sacriflce in the war-torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done
that -- never will. You deserve a President who knows that

giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peage.

Those whé mock a strong defense are as obsolete as Communism
/ ds-passe as appeasement / as foolish as the slogan, "Make love,
not war." Bumper stickers won't defeat bayonets / reduce nuclear
weapons / won't remake America / won't send terrorism to its
grave. what will is patience, planning, and personal diplomacy
—-- aided by the greatest people in the history of man. This
"last best hope of earth." We Americans.

Fellow veterans, thank you for your support, and may God

bless this wondrous land -- the United States of America.

£ ¥ £ #
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CURT, RE THE GENERAL'S REQUEST TO ADD A POW/MIA INSERT FROM THE
POW-MIA SPEECH:

[Everyone has their story...] I still remember the day --
almost fifty years ago now -when I was a scared kid, alone in a
raft, paddling against the current to keep from washing ashore on

an enemy island. I can remember -- when I wasn't wondering if
anyone would find me at all -- worrying about who might find me
first. //

I was fortunate. / I know that.

And I learned first-hand what it means that America will
never abandon its fighting men, whatever their fate. ///

Let me say to the families waiting still for their loved
ones: America will stand with you -- until every hero has come

home. //
i
- Iy,




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 4, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McGROARTY
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER %/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Disabled Veterans
We have reviewed the attached remarks and have noted a few
suggested changes on the draft.

Please let us know if you have any questions or if we may
help in any other way.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M.
It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.

I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that spirit, I bring you best wishes from my best friendr”’?Z;
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said éz&WZAg
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, "At thié rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno."))

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets / a

sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I

agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two

years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. * -recai® telling Eé
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Lo 3 e all s . :

3 j .
i oul VETEXANS  thsPithes lemAn!.

Today, I can report to you: Ne%—ggQ—VA—hesﬁ*%a%—has—beeér-
AT AL STENATHy

e&osad_becau5g_gﬁ_ggx;gu_nr—laek—of—serviees:r] What's more, we
have created specializ$d centers, @unded new outpatient clinics,
and boosted our VANbudget almost a billion dollars per year. By
putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue
to fight for those who've fought from Verdun to XKuwait City. //

This year we hear a lot about change. And, sure, there are
things I'd like to change. Though maybe a better word is renewal

-- because no one knows better than the American veteran: The

changes we need must be based on principles that never change. //

Like you, my parents brought me up to understand that
mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by
Almighty God. / Our common law, our Constitution, and our Bill
~of Rights are firmly rooted in this tradition -- the Judeo-
Christian tradition. / -ené;f}ecently/;;:é\zg,seen the rise of

=
legal theories and practices that reject our tradition. 1It's a
deeply disturbing trend -- and it is diametrically opposed to my
idea of the kind of change that's good for our country. /

Last month on a stage 2,700 miles from here, there was
another convention -- very different from this one. Now, I
didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the mountains

fishing -- where the air was clear, not hot. / But I understand

one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called me

"the captain of the ship of state." He didn't mean it as a
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compliment -- but believe me: As a Navy man surrounded by fellow
vets -- the term suits me just fine. //

Whoever is chosen to pilot the ship of state must have a
reliable moral compass. // ((This leads me to a remarkable
woman. Three years ago, I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife
of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every
American, I admire you from the bottom of my heart.)) //

Like all of you, Colonel Higgins knew that the things worth
living for were also worth dying for. / I mean things like duty
/ honor / fidelity to country. / These are the values for which
you took up arms -- and bore our burden --Li? the Argonne / in
Midway / Da Nang / the Persian Gulf. // —AanPresident'must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my job is more than managing the
economy, Oor even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of theé Nation. An America without personal
responsibility is not America at all. /

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of heroces who didn't just
believe in good versus evil -- they lived it. / They would be
appalled by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom of a Connecticut mall -- and how some want legislation
to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the breakdown in

lovVERS
responsibility-runs the spectrum: It's also present among those
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who flaunt their wealth -- and who flout the law. Crime isn't

clean just because the crook wears a white collar. //

Americans will make a choice this year about economic
growth, and about keeping America safe and strong. But the
choice is about more than that: IF is about renewing moral
strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the
next. Principles aren't driven by bolls. Principles endure. /
This year, one side offers real change to make America One Nation
under God. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never once
mentioned the one word which counts most: God. /

You can see the differences of philosophy reflected in our
policies. As a baseball umpire might put it, "You make the call."
Consider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down -- not lifting them up. The key to reform is
personal responsibility. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bureaucracy and spending -- even
£ s - R et e . LGB LI o
if it means saying no to - >

It's time the system said yes: Yes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who worked and saved money for college because she didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I call that amazing. The

welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong

here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic_we;T/
Sstom WoVvE ol wWITH JMVRUATIONS
Dé/welfa

reland let our statesY i@ new—wayd that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Next, let's take ggggggigg. /- We know that renewing
education depends on giving parents real freedom and real
responsibility to choose fheir kids' schools. The other side
tries to posture on behalf of parents -- but I don't think
they're fooling anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they wanted -- as
long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any
school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government.

My plan is different -- it's called the G.I. Bill for
children. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers
scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any qualified
school ~-- private, public, or religious. My plan preserves
religious freedom. So can another issue where therg's a Grand
Canyon of a diQide. According to the Gallup Poll,-America is the
most religious Nation on earth. Sadly, one side this year thinks
it's fine to give condoms in school but not to say a prayer. I
disagree. So I again call on Congress to pass a Constitutional
Amendment restoring voluntary prayer to the classroom. Let's
bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our schools. //

Whatever the issue, the choice is clear. Who do you trust
to change America -- to renew timeless values like personal
responsibility? Who do you trust: The side with the courage to
stand for what may not be popular -- but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game ~- mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more important than in the area I call real

peace -- the triumph of democracy, not merely the absence of war.
// Ask those who served from the Sedan to Saigon. You know that
real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-seqrching walks in the shade of
peril. / The Soviet bear may be dead -- but there are a lot of
wolves left around the world. //

That's why we need a President who knows what I learned in
World WarY-- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the ruleME; law against the law of the jungle. /
Above all, it's whyYneed a President who knows: If the best way
to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the best
way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily strong.

This year one side says, almost unbelievably: America is
"ridiculed" around the world. / Our side says: Look at what
America has achieved over the last 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a four-letter word:
- D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.

You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. / America has

changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.

Here's a story about how we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days after Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high school, and Henry Stimson, then
Secretary of War, gave the Commencement Speech. He spoke words

that describe the American character: About how the American
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soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confident without boasting, being part of an irresistible
might without losing faith ;n individual liberty."

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the
military build on the beginnings of_therpast 3 and lzz¢§?%FS.

Yes, our armed(ﬁg&ses will be smaller -- thanks to lessVthreat in

. . 2 2
Europe and }gséyfear of war. Yet our defense capacity w&iizée
SvFFctEwT

even greater;,—and here's why: £§;£—véetory—in—the—ee;d—Wa;~a%%ows
us—to—reduce defense spending =- but our commitment-to vigilanee

means we will not reduce our resolve. /Z} L2

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget
prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the
other side's dictionary. It's as if they never heafd of the
strategy -- "Peace through Strength" -- which has helped reshape
the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its
lackeys want to gut our ability to update the ABM Treaty / harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and

maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep
America strong -- make sure the defense budget is more than a

piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had the
technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. / Those'trying
to kill SDI remind me of the definition of a cynic: "The man who
knows the price of everything and the value of nothing." / We
will push forward with SDI for the best of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing second means finishing last.

You see, I remember. I know what veterans have fought for.
I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our
defenses in an unpredictable world today is to smear your
sacrifice in the war-torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done
that =-- never will. You deserve a President who knows that
giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

‘Whatever the cost to me, I'm going to do what's right for

America. / Now that America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal responsibility -- are victorious around the globe -- why

in the world would we abandon them at home? //

We can not. As long as I am President, we will not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank you for your support. Together, we'll keep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing
trim. We'll navigate our way to shining new horizons of renewal.

May God bless you all -- and the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M.
It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.

I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, oné of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that spirit, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.

((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said

"the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She

said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno."))
Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets / a
sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I
agree: America should serve those who also served their qountry.
That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two

years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I recall telling Ed
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Derwinski: Our plan must not allow the closing of a single,

solitary medical center. //

r—\> Today, I can report to you° Not one VA hosp1ta1 has been

( Sel\Svidqe ¢s0)

+"\\5 mDhQ
closed because o;lrev1ew orAlack of sethcéé / what's more, we

have created specialized centers, fundeg new gutpatient clinics,
Meé\ra Caye - Q5e\ Qe elf0)

and boosted our V%Abudget atmost a billion dollars per year. By

putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue

Note Qkocf.fﬁvwev*cetslhpm

to fight for those who've fought from to Kuwait City. // Soug!
(Ravienr
This year we hear a lot about change. And, sure, there are 3§q‘0

things I'd like to change. Though maybe a better word is renewal
-- because no one knows better than the American veteran: The
changes we need must be based on principles that never change. //

Like you, my parents brought me up to understand that
mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by
Almighty God. / Our common law, our Constitution, and our Bill
of Rights are firmly rooted in this tradition -- the Judeo-
Christian tradition. / Only recently have we seen the rise of
legal theories and practices that reject our tradition. 1It's a
deeply disturbing trend -- and it is diametrically opposed to my
idea of the kind of change that's good for our country. /

Last month on a stage 2,700 miles from here, there was
another convention -- very different from this one. Now, I
didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the mountains

fishing -- where the air was clear, not hot. / But I understand

one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called me

"the captain of the ship of state." He didn't mean it as a
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compliment -- but believe me: As a Navy man surrounded by fellow -
vets -- the term suits me just fine. //

Whoever is chosen to pilot the ship of state must have a
reliable moral compass. // ((This leads me to a remarkable
woman. Three years ago, I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerneé a
husband, a fathér, an American hero. With us today is the ﬁlfe
of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every
American, I_admire you from the bottom of my heart.)) // .

"Like all of you, Colonel Higgins knew that the things worth
living for were also worth dying for. / I mean things like duty
/ honor / fidelity to country. / These are the values for which .
you took up arms -- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in
Midway / Da Nang / the Persian Gulf. // Any President must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my job is more than managing the
economy, Oor even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of the Nation. An America without personal
responsibility is not America at all. / 1

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of heroes who didn't just
believe in good versus evil -- they lived it. / They would be
appaliea by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom of a Connecticut mall -- and how some want legislation

to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the breakdown in

responsibility runs the spectrum: 1It's also present among those

-~
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who flaunt their wealth -- and who flout the law. Crime isn't

clean just because the crook wears a white collar. //

Americans will make a choice this year about econoﬁic
growth, and about keeping America safe and strong. But the
choice is about more than that: It is about renewing moral
strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the
next. Principles aren't driven by polls. Principles endure../
This year, one side offers real change to make America One Nation
under God. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never once
mentioned the one word which counts most: God. /

You can see the differences of philosophy reflected in our
policies. As a baseball umpire might put it, "You make the call."
Consider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down -- not lifting them up. The key.to reform is

personal responsibility. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bureaucracy and spending -- even
if it means sayingvgg to unwed mothers who want to get married.
It's time the system said yes: Yes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who worked and saved money for college because she didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I callithat amazing. The
welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong
here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic way

.of welfare and let our states find new ways that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Next, let's take education. / We know that renewing

education depends on giving parents real freedom and real

responsibility to choose their kids' schools. The other side
tries to posture on behalf of parents =-- but I don't think
they're fooling anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they wanted -- as

long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any

school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government.
My plan is different -- it's called the G.I. Bill for

Children. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers 4\
lawTully epevating

. ~
Cgc\‘c‘.‘d A=
[ lf»(a)

scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any

school -- private, public, or religious. My plan preserves
religious freedom. So can another issue where there's a Grand
Canyon of a divide. According to the Gallup Poll, America is the
most religious Nation on earth. Sadly, one side this year thinks
it's fine to give condoms in school but not to say a prayer. I
disagree. So I again call on Congress to pass a Constitutional
Amendment restoring voluntary prayer to the classroom. Let's
bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our schools. //

Whatever the issue, the choice is clear. Who do you trust
to change America -- to renew timeless values like personal
responsibility? Who do you trust: The side with the courage to
stand for what may not be popular -- but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game -- mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more important than in the area I call real

peace -- the triumph of democracy, not merely the absence of war.
// Ask those who served from the Sedan to Saigon. You know that
real peace stems not from a cére-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade of
peril. / The Soviet bear may be dead -- but there are a lot of

wolves left around the world. //

That's why we need a President who knows what I learned in
World War -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law against the law of the jungle. /
Above all, it's why need a President who knows: If the best way

to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the best

way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily strong.

This year one side says, almost unbelievably: America is
"ridiculed" around the world. / Our side says: Look at what
America has achieved over the last 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a four-ietter word:

y (Gelfridae 6(50)

D-E-A-D. Let me put it plaigx You were not wounded in vain. ——e—

You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. / America has

changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.

Here's a story about how we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days after Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high school, and Henry Stimson, then
Secretary of War, gave the Commencement Speech. He spoke words

that describe the American character: About how the‘American
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soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confident without boasting, being part of an irresistible
might without losing faith an individual liberty."
For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our. task is now to help the

military build on the beginnings of the past 3 and 1/2 years.

Yes, our armed forces will be smaller -- thanks to less threat in
Europe and less fear of war. Yet our defense capacity will be
even greater, and here's why: Our victory in the Cold War allows
us to reduce defense gpending -- but our commitment fo vigilance
means we will not reduce our resolve. //

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget
prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the
other side's dictionary. It's as if they never heard of the
strategy -- "Peace through Strength" -- which has helped reshape
the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its
lackeys want to gut our ability to update the ABM Treaty / harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and

maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep
America strong -- make sure the defense budget is more than a

pigéy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had the
technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. / Those trying
to kill SDI remind me of the definition of a cynic: "The man who

knows the price of everything and the value of nothing." [/ We

will push forward with SDI for theAbest of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing second means finishing last.

You see, I remember. I know what veterans have fought for.
I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weakep our
defenses ih an unpredictable world today is to smear your
sacrifice in the war-torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done
that ~-- never will. You deserve a President who knows that

giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

‘Whatever the cost to me, I'm going to do what's right for

America. / Now that America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal responsibility -- are victorious around the globe -- why

in the world would we abandon them at home? //

We can not. As long as I am President, we wiil not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank youfor your support. Together, we'll keep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing

trim. We'll navigate our wavy to shining new horizons of renewal.

May God bless you all -- and the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
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It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.
I want to thank Cleve Jordan for that introduction. Thanks to
all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that sense, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno.")) //

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persién Gulf Veterans. Today, I'm proud to salute
the American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets /
a sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I
agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,
and will, ensure veterans' access to ggality-health care. / Two
years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I was determined that
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our plan would not allow the closing of a single, solitary
medical center. //
Today, I can tell you: Not one VA hospital has been closed

because of this review or lack of money. / What's more, we have

er ear. 2 ) ! \ B R .
P Y / te 4,, TS 18, A o Tha b
SO I am proud, too, of how we have built on these beginnings.

Q}// Two years ago we passed the Americans With Disabilities Act --. ém’
// the most sweeping civil rights legislation since the 1960s. // ©)
‘ It will help the disabled enter the mainstream -- and it's about
time. //
Next, I have rejected taxation of veterans' disability
compensation -- and I will continue to. No veteran should have
;:ﬁiégzgfL to pay twice -- once in battle, and once in peace. / Finally,
“ﬁaLH“ ::T- es s cAiLWhité Ho:ifugirfﬁkEaﬁéigfisiﬂg%i)fUt?i?szﬁhuégp
w the medieal healthAsystely -xﬂ—the;{-vk-mm Our goal is to C/%0)

ensure veterans the world's best medical care. One way we will

reach it is to have disabled vets play a key role on our panel. /

By putting veterans first -- we will keep America first. I will
continue to fight for those who've fought from Verdun to Viet Nam
and from Korea to Kuwait City. //

[[Three years ago I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a

husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife
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of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every
American, I admire you from the bottom of my heart.]] //

America must stand by her veterans. America must stand with
anyone who wore the uniform. /

All of us have our stories. Mine came fifty years ago --
when I was a scared kid, alone in a raft, paddling against the
current to keep from washing ashore on an empty island. I
remember -- when I wasn't wondering if anyone would find me at
all -- worrying about who might find me first. //

I was fortunate. I know that. /

I learned first-hand in war what it means to know that

America will never abandon its fighting men, whatever their fate.

/ My family never had to face the agony of a phone call in the
night or a knock on the door. Let me say to the families waiting

still for their loved ocnes: America will stand with vou -- until

every hero has come home. //

- Over the last 3 and 1/2 years, America's heroes have helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.
You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. [/

Having won, we agreed with the republics of the former
Soviet Union to the first verifiable reduction in strategic
nuclear arms. Next year, President Yeltsin and I have agreed to
go even further. 1In 1989, the enemy blinked. 1In 1991, it fell.

The great victory we won based on strength we will not lose
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because of weakness. / It is a cause.for which you took up arms
—- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in Midway / Da Nang /
the Persian Gulf. A cause I descfibe as real peace -- the
triumph of freedom, not merely the absence of war.

Yes, our victory in the Cold War means that our defenses can
be smaller. So earlier this year I cut our-long range defense
budget prudently -- sensibly. / But we can't lose sight of the
fact that for all the great gains we've made for freedom -- for
all the peace of mind we've secured for our children -- the world
remains a dangerous place. //

The Soviet bear may be extinct -- but there are still plenty

of wolves in the world. Renagade rulers / outlaw regimes /
Baghdad bullies. Madmen we can't allow to get a finger on the

nuclear trigger. /

You have my word: This President will never allow a lone

wolf to endanger American security. //

I will never forget those who fought in the swamps and
deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured the
wounds of war so that liberty might live. / Nor will I forget
how real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth
of the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade
of peril. //

Today, some have forgotten every hard—woﬁ lesson of this
American Century. So they propose to gut our national defense -
- to cut $60 billion in defense beyond what we deem responsible.

Well, let me answer them: The defense budget is more than a
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piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / I know that to keep America safe -- we have to
keep America strong. //

That is why when the other side says: We're better off
without defense -- so let's ravage the Strategic Defense
Initiative / I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm. //

When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have
tp rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had
the technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. /

The people trying to kill SDI remind me of the definition of

a cynic: "The man who knows the price of everything and the

value of nothing." They don't understand -- never will -- why I
intend to push forward with SDI: When it comes to national
defense, finishing second means finishing last. //

Think for a moment about what a strong America has helped
achieve. Think about the worries we once faced -- and the world
we see today: Not a Europe in flames, or a world at war, touched
off by the death throes of the Soviet Empire -- but a world at
peace, a new birth of freedom. / Not a Latin American consumed
by revolution and resentment -- but a hemisphere moving toward
free trade and free government. / Not a Middle East dominated by
a dictator -- but a region where ancient enemies at long last are

talking peace. / Our policies helped make all of this possible.

So when the Sunday strategists say I've spent too much time

on foreign policy, I say: I will never apologize for a single

minute spent keeping America safe, strong, and free. //
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You see; I don't believe foreign policy is a footnote . . .
a loose end we wrap up, and then safely forget. // That's why we
need a President who's earned the trust of America's allies. /
It's why we need a President who knows what I learned in World
Wa;ﬂ%; and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America stands
for the rule of law against the law of the jungle. /

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
these principles on America's soul. / Our task is now to meet
two key foreign policy challenges in the years ahead. //

First, we must do all we can to bolster the process of

democratization -- especiélly where democratic friends have
replaced totalitarian enemies in Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union. / We must also continue to help our alliances, the
United Nations, and other international organizations deal with’
the prospect of conflicts madé more dangerous by weapons of mass
destruction. / Above all, we must understand what would truly
threaten our economic recovery. Not too much attention to
foreign policy. Instead, éoo little attention to foreign policy
would encourage the very threats you put your lives on the line

to defeat. As your President -- as your Commander in Chief --

this T will not do. //
Our second challenge is to bolster the process of free
market reform and especially the continued liberalization of

world trade. One thing is certain: The United States cannot

(
turn its back on the world economy. / Seventy percent of our

economic growth since 1988 has come from exports. That's 7.2
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million American jobs tied to trade. More than ever, we depend
on a stable, prosperous and growing world economy. Either we
strive to open up markets and do whatever it takes here at home -
- either we take the steps we must to improve education,
technology, job training, and productivity -- or we will watch
trade barriers go up everywhere and suffer the consequences. /

Remember: In the 1930s, protectionism was the companion to

Depression -- and the prelude to war. So I say: Let's welcome
the competition -- and trust that our ingenuity will make us

great in the future as it has in the past. //

half

Over the past 3 and a -kf2-years, America has changed the.

world -- just as we're now ready to change America. Building the

kxind of Nation here you fought so valiantly for abroad. //

Think of what you fought for: An America of better jobs-/
better schools / safer neighborhoods / and equaiity fof all. A
1and where our kids and grandkids would live in prosperity and
peace. [/ Think of what we can now achieve: An America which
eclipses even its greatest triumphs. But only with a military
that is truly Number One. [/

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
gquiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of the Navy Hymn that salutes
freedom's liegemen. You know the words: "Eternal Father, strong
to save / O hear us when we cry to thee / For those in peril on
the sea." /

I know what veterans have fought for -- died for. I know

the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our defenses in an
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unpredictable world today is to smear your sacrifice in the war-
torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done that -- never will.
You deserve a President who knows that giving peace a chance
doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

Those who mock a strong defense are as obsolete as Communism
|/ as passe as appeasement / as foolish as the slogan, "Make love,
not war." / Bumper stickers won't defeat bayonets / won't reduce
nuclear weapons / won't remake America / won't send tyranny to
its grave. / What Eill is patience, planning, and personal
diplomacy -- aided by the greatest people in the history of man.
This "last best hope on earth." We Americans. //

Fellow veterans, thank you for your support, and may God
bless this wondrous land we all fought to preserve -- the United

States of America.
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Two years ago this week, I had to make the decision that

every President dreads -- to send our men and women in the Armed
Forces into harm's way at the beginning of Operation Desert

Shield. No President, no parent, makes that decision lightly.

But while we rejoice in the end of the Cold War, we realize that
the world is still dangerous. Threats -- real threats to our
security like proliferation, terrorism, and instability -- still
remain. We cannot naively assume that Desert Storm was the last
time American troops might be called on to protect our national
security. So the question remains: who has the experience to
protect our national security and guide America through to the
post Cold War world? Who do you trust to make that awful
decision to commit American troops to defend our national

security?
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It is a pleasure to renew oid ties -- and greet new friends.
I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
Bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: _"Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that spirit, I bring yoﬁ best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She |
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno."))

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet deserves safe streets / a
sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I
agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,
and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two
years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I recall telling Ed
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Derwinski: Our plan must not allow the closing of a single,
solitary medical center. //' |

Today, I can report to you: Not one VA hospital has been
closed becauselof review or lack of services. / What's more, we |
have created specialized centers, funded new outpatient clinics,
and boosted our VA budget alﬁost a billion dollars per year. By
putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue
to fighf for those who've fought from Verdun to Kuwait City. //

This year we hear a lot about change. And, sure, there are

things I'd like to change. Though maybe a better word is renewal

~- because no one knows better than the American veteran: The

changes we need must be based on principles that never change. //
Like you, my parents brought me up to understand that
mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by

Almighty God. / Our common law, our Constitution, and our Bill

of Rights are firmly rooted in this tradition -- the Judeo-
Christian tradition. / Only recently have we seen the rise of
legal theories and pracfices that réject our tradition. 1It's a
deeply disturbing trend -- and it is diametrically opposed to my
idea of the kind of change that's good for our country. /

Last month on a stage 2,700 miles from‘here, there was 735{9 >
another convention -- very different from this oné. Now, I P4KQ;Cl“9
didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the mountains ‘
fishing -- where the air was clear, not hot. / But I understand

one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called me

"the captain of the ship of state."” He didn't mean it as a
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compliment -- but believe me: As a Navy man surrounded by fellow
vets -- the term suits me just fine. //
Whoever is chosen to pilot the ship of state must have a

reliable moral compass. // ((This leads me to a remarkable

woman. Three years ago, I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife
of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every

American, I admire you from the bottom of my heart.)) //

Like all of you, Colonel Higgins knew that the things worth
living for were also worth dying for. / I mean things like duty
/ honor / fidelity to country. / These are the values for which
you took up arms -- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in
Midway / Da Nang / the Persian Gulf. // E;garmesident must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my job is more than managing the
economy, or even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of the Nation. An America without personal

responsibility is not America at all. /

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the

quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of heroes who didn't just
believe in good versus evil -- they lived it. / They would be
appalled by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom of a Connecticut mall -- and how some want legislation
to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the breakdown in

responsibility runs the spectrum: 1It's also present among those
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who flaunt their wealth -- and who flout the law. Crime isn't

clean just because the crook wears a white collar. //

Ameriéans will make a choice this year about economic
growth, and about keeping America safe and strong. But the
choice is about more than that: It is about renewing moral
strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the
next. Principles aren't driven by polls. Principles endure.. /
This year, one side offers real change to make America One Nation
under- God. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never once
mentioned the one word which counts most: God. /

You can see the differences of philosophy reflected in our
policies. As a baseball umpire might put it, "You make the call."
Consider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down -- not lifting them up. The key.to reform is

personal responsibility. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bureaucracy and spending -- even
if it means saying no to unwed mothers who want to get marriéd.
It's time the system said yes: Yes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who worked and saved money for collége because she‘didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I call'that amazing. The
welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong
here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic way

of welfare and let our states find new ways that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Next, let's take education. / We know that renewing
education depends on giving parents real freedom and real .
responsibility to choose their kigs' schools. The other side
tries to posture 6n behalf of parents -- but I don't think
they're foéling anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they wanted -- as

long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any

school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government.
My plan is different -- it's called tﬁe G.I. Bill for
Childrgn. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers
scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any qualified
school -- private, public, or religious. My plan preserves
religious freedom. So can énother issué where there's a Grand
Canyon of a divide. According to the Gallup Poll, America is the

most religious Nation on earth. Sadly, one side this year thinks

it's fine to give condoms in school but not to say a prayer. I
disagree. So I again call on Congress to pass a Constitutional
Amendment restoring voluntary prayer to the classroom. Let's

bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our schools. //

Whatever the issue, the choice is.clear. Who do you trust

Wi

to change America -- to renew timeless values like personal
responsibility? Who do you trust: The side with the courage to
stand for what may not be popular -- but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game -- mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more important tham in the area I call real

peace -- the triumph of democracy, nog/ﬁerely the absence of war.

il
,' \

// Ask those who served from thefSedan }o Saigon. You know that

>

real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade of

peril. / The Soviet bear may be dead -- but there are a lot of

wolves left around the world. //
That's why we need a President who knows what I learned in
World War -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law against the law of the jungle. /
Drvtnses—
Above all, it's thAneedYa President who knows: If the best way/ -
v -
to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the best égﬁﬁgﬁéf

way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily strong.

- 2 : ’ . . .
» A This year one side says, almost unbelievably: America 1is
TZ“Q Y. Ys, Y
Fw' "ridiculed" around the world. / Our side says: Look at what

America has achieved over the last 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.
You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. / America has
changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.
Here's a story about how we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days after Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high school, and Henry Stimson, then
Secretary of War, gave the Commencement Speech. He spoke words

that describe the American character: About how the American
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soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confident without boasting, being part of an irresistible
might without losing faith an individual liberty."
For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the

military build on the beginnings of the past 3 and 1£2 iears.

Yes, our armed forces will be smaller -- thanks to{leéfjthreat in

EuropéZé?d less fear of wa{Zl Yet our defense capacity will be ziiii:g

even greater, and here's why: Our victory in the Cold War allow i Q
us to reduce defense spending -- but our commitment to vigilance|
means we will not reduce our resolve. //

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget

prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the

other side's dictionary. It's as if they never heard of the
GEher Boee

7
P = strategy -- "Peace through Strength" -- which has helped reshape
\\ the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
‘\ defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its

\\ lackeys want to gut our ability to update the ABM Treaty / harm

-

troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and

maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep
America strong -- make sure the defense budget is more than a

piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God we had the/'glrg.§7
feqhnology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky. / Those trying
| to kill SDI remind me of the definition of a cynic: "The man who

knows the price of everything and the value of nothing." / We

will push forward with SDI for the best of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing second means finishing last.
You see, I remember. I know what veterans have fought for.
I know the price you\yourselves have paid. To weagzztggi%;h‘
defenses in an unpredictable world today is to smeaéyygg;
sacrifice in the war-torn world of yesterday. /. I haven't done

that -- never will. You deserve a President who knows that

giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

Whatever the cost to me, I'm going to do what's right for

America. / Now that America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal responsibility -- are victorious around the globe -- why

in the world would we abandon them at home? //

We can not. As long as I am President, we will not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank you for your support. Together, we'll keep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing
trim. We'll navigate our way to shining new horizons of renewal.

Méy God bless you all -- and the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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_PRE$IDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
‘ RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M. '
It is a pleasure to renew old ties -~ and greet new friends. :1H
I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks f}ﬁ,
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
fémilies, and survivors -- fully 2.2 million strong. / 4
((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much’
bravery I needed to fight in the war.'/--I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //
In that spirit, I bring you best wishes from my best fgiend,
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said &
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay-Leno."))
Last September,:Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet desér&es safe streets / a
sound economy / a world at peace. / You also believe -- and I
agree: America should serve those who also served their country. °
That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,
and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / de
years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I recall telling Ed'jf;
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i Derwinski:_ Our plan must ﬂot'alloﬁkthe closing of a single,
solitary medical center. // '

 Today, I can report_to4you: Not one VA hospital has been

closed because of review or lack of services. / What's more, w

have created specialized centers, funded new outpatieht clinics,
and boosted our VA budget almost a billion dollars per year. By

putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue
to fight for those who've fought from Verdun to Kuwait City. // &

;f_zhis year ;iﬂhear a lot about chaﬁge ’f&ﬁé}—sure~—there-are
el Lt} O fn(é
th&ags—EAé;kﬁu?ﬁ:é%g?TQEJD’ Q/E&-ﬂ be a better word is renewa

-—- because no one knows better than the American veteran: The

lee you, my parents brought me up to understand that

mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by

Last month on a stage 2,700 miles from here, there was
another convention -- very different from this one. Now, I

didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the moun ains 7@_

fishing -- wher the air was clear, not hot. / But I und&rstand /,
one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called

"the captain of the ship of state." He didn't mean it as a

( peeal Tag QHML %(7 @x)ork ruliys N
V{U o, M v J
G \( // /,IJ P /)UW ﬁ(0¢1(/ {[/T f/A?”MM},Wan [//M

Fafe poparr fv /”M //{/W
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... vets == the term suits me just £i ne. //
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“American, admire you from the bottom of m heart Y)Y //

PG.04

ﬁﬁw\ Mhén ‘?
\”éwézbfu/ﬂ“ﬂ‘i Q(L[ﬂf@f}ﬂdk;ﬂw% pf

t —-‘but'believe me:

y : _
Whoever (g\chogenato pJ.lot the ship of state must have a

ﬁﬁmnn%.LK ee year ago as on my way to address your

- W’!

convention. You know what changed my plans. / It concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. Wlth us today is the wife °

of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin-Higgins, on behalf of every

Like all of you, Colonel ngglns ‘knew that the things worth‘ e
living for were also worth dying for. / I mean thlngs like duty .f$ff‘

/ honor / fidelity to country. / These are the values for which,f*L'”

you took up arms -- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in
Midway / Da Nang [ the Persian Gulf. // }Any President must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my job is more than managing the':w
economy, or even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of the Nation. An America without personal.
responsibility is not America at all. /

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
quiet of Pearl Harbor, and thought of heroes who didn't just
believe in good versus evil -~ they lived it. / They would be
appalled by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom of a Cennecticut mall -- and how some want legislation
to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the breakdown in

responsibility runs the spectrum: 1It's also present among those
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who flaupt their wealth -- and who-flout the law. Crime isn't

cleag ]ugt because the crogk wears a white collar. !/

Amerlcans ‘'will make a ch01ce this year about economlc
‘growth and about keeping America safe"and- strong. But the
choice is about more than that: It is about rgnew1ng moral
strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the

next. Principles aren't driveﬁ‘by polls. Principles endure../

This year, one side offers real change to make America One Natio

under Cod. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never onc

mentioned the one word which counts most: ‘Qég. /

You cén see the differences of philosophy reflected in our
QOllCleS. As a baseball umplre night put it, "You make the call.”
Cconsider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down == not lifting them up. The key to reform is
persoual resgonéitilitx. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bureaucracy and spending -- even
if it means saying no to unwed mothers who want to get married.
It's time the system said yes: VYes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who worked and saved money for college because she didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I call that amazing. The

welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong

here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic way
of welfare and let our states find new ways that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Neit,‘let's take educgtiog; /¢‘We know that tehewiné
_educatlon depends on g1v1ng parents ;_gl_ﬁ;ggggg and real
esgon51b11;tx to choose thelr klds' schools. The other side
tries to posture on behalf of parents -- but I don't thlnk
they're foollng anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they wanted -— as
long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any
school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government.
My plan is different -- it's called the G.I. Bill for
Children. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers

scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any qualified

school -- grivate.‘oublic. or religious. My plan preserves

religious freedom. So can apother issue where there's a Grand

Canyon of a d1v1de. According to the Gallup Poll, America is the

most religious uatlon on earth. Sadly, one side this year thinks
it's fine to give condoms in school but not to say a prayer. L

disagree. So 1 again call on Congress to pass a Constitutional

Amendment restoring voluntary prayer to the classroom. Let's

bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our_schools. //

Whatever the issue, the cho;ce is clear. Who do you trust

to change America -- to renew timeless values like personal
responsibility? Who do you trust:- The side with the courage to
stand for what may not be popuiar -= but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game -— mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more importaht thah in the area I call real
| pgggg -=- the trlumph of democracy, not merely the absence of war.
\ // Ask those who served from the Sedan to Salgon. You know that

real peacefstems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-searchlng walks in- the shade of
peril. / The Soviet bear may be gggg--- but there are a lot of

wolves left around the world. //

"That's why we need a President who knows what I learned in
World War —— and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: Amer;ca
stands for the rule of law against the law ef the jungle. /
Above all, it's why need a President who knows: If the best way

| to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak =-- the best

way to ensure éggge is for America to be militarily strong.

This year one side says, almost unbelievably: America is.
tridiculed” around the world. / Our side says: Look at what
Amefica has achieved over the last 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped(///’

a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panama, helped free

those once enslaved. Helped Communi - .)ecome a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You 2 not wounded in vain.
You helped end the Cold War =-- and rica won. / America has

changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.
Here's a story about how we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days after Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high school, and Henry Stimson, then
Secretary of War, gave the Commencement Speech. He spoke words

that describe the American character: 2about how the American
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- soldier -- and I quote - snould be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confldent w1thout boasting, being part of an irresistible
might w1thout los1ng falth an 1nd1v1dual liberty."” - |

For more than. 200. years, ‘America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the
military build on the beginnings of the past 3 and 1/2 vears.
Yes, our armed forces wili be smaller -- thanks to less threat in
Europe_and less fear of war. Yet our defense capacity will be
even greater, and here's'why: Our victory in the Cold War allows
us to reduce defense spending -- but our commitment to vigilance
means we will not reduce our resolve. //

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget

prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the.

other side's dictionary. It's as if they never heard of the
strategy -- "Peaoe through Strength" -~ which has helped reshape
the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its
lackeys want to gut our ability to update the ABM Treaty / harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and
maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep
America strong -- make sure the defense budget is more than a
piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abst:act theory of detérrence. Thank God we had the
technology to shoot those Scuds out of the sky / Those trying

to kill SDI remlnd me- of the defin1t1on of a cynlc.' “The man who.

knows the'g;igg'of.éve;xghing and the value of nothing." / We
will push forward with SDI for the best of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing gsecond means finishing last.

You see, I.remember.' I know what veterans have foqght for.
I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weoken our
defenses in an ﬁnpredictable.world today is to smear your
sacrifice in the war-torn world of ygg;g;géy. / I haven't done
that -- never wiil. You deserve a President who Knows that
giving peace a chénce'doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.

Whatever the oost to me, I'm going to do what's right for
America. / Now tﬁat America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal respoﬁgibility -- are victorious around the globe == why
in the world would we abandon them at home? //

We can not: As long as I am President, we will not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured.
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank you for your support. Together, we'll keep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing
trim. We'll navigate our way to shining new horizons of renewal.

May God bless you all -- and the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DISABLED VETERANS
RENO, NEVADA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1992
3:00 P.M.

It is a pleasure to renew old ties -- and greet new friends.
I want to thank Cleveland Jordan for that introduction. Thanks
to all of you who represent America's disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors =-- fully 2.2 million strong. /

((Before I came here, one of my grandkids asked how much
bravery I needed to fight in the war. / I said: "Almost as much
bravery as it takes for a Navy man to address an audience of
people from the Army, the Air Force, and the Marines.")) //

In that spirit, I bring you best wishes from my best friend.
((Barbara and I were talking about coolness under fire. I said
the more I'm criticized, the more I turn it into humor. She
said, "At this rate, you'll soon be funnier than Jay Leno."))

Last September, Barbara and I were honored to attend your
Salute to the Persian Gulf. Today, I'm proud to salute the
American Veteran. / The American Vet serves saﬁe streets / a
sound economy / a world at peacg. / ou also belie&e -— and I
agree: America should serve those who also served their country.

That is why my Administration has never wavered: We must,

and will, ensure veterans' access to quality health care. / Two

years ago, we unveiled a National Commission to outline the

future structure of VA medical facilities. I reeall-telling—Ed
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theaot

Derwinski+ ahr plan must not allow the closing of a single,
solitary medical center. //

Today, I can report to you: Not one VA hospital has been
closed because of review or lack of services. / What's more, we
have created specialized centers, funded new outpatient clinics,
and boosted our VA budget almost a billion dollars per year. By
putting veterans first -- we keep America first. I will continue
to fight for those who've fought from Verdun to Kuwait City. //

This year we hear a lot about change. And, sure, there are
things I'd like to change. Though maybe a better word is renewal
-- because no one knows better than the American veteran: The

changes we need must be based on principles that never change. //

Like you, my parents brought me up to understand that
mankind's fundamental moral standards were established by

Almighty God. / Our common law, our Constitution, and our Bill

of Rights are firmly rooted in this tradition -- the Judeo-
Christian tradition. / Only recently have we seen the rise of
legal theories and practices that reject our tradition. 1It's a
deeply disturbing trend -- and it is diametrically opposed to my
idea of the kind of change that's good for our country. /

Last month on a stage 2,700 miles from here, there was
another convention =-- very different from this one. Now, I
didn't hear any of those speeches. I was up in the mountains
fishing -- where the air was clear, not hot. / But I understand
one of the speakers, known for his florid language, called me

"the captain of the ship of state." He didn't mean it as a
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compliment -- but believe me: As a Navy man surrounded by fellow
vets -- the term suits me just fine. //

Whoever is chosen to pilot the ship of state must have a
reliable moral compass. // ((This leads me to a remarkable
woman. Three years ago, I was on my way to address your
convention. You know what changéd my plans. / It concerned a
husband, a father, an American hero. With us today is the wife

of Colonel Rich Higgins. Major Robin Higgins, on behalf of every

American, I admire you from the bottom of my heart.)) //

Like all of you, Colonel Higgins kneﬁ that the things worth

living for were also worth dying for. / I mean things like duty

/ honor / fidelity'to country. i/ These are the values for which
you took up arms -- and bore our burden -- in the Argonne / in
Midway / Da Nang / the Persian Gulf. // Any Presidént must
uphold them -- for as I see it, my Jjob is more than managihg the
economy, or even serving as Commander in Chief. It is to also
serve as moral leader of the Nation. An America without personal
responsibility is not America at all. /

Eight months ago, I stood aboard the USS Arizona in the
qﬁiet of Pearl Harbor, and thoughf of heroes who didn't just‘
believe in good versus evil -- they lived it. / They would be
appalled by how this year a mother abandoned her baby in the
restroom‘of a Connecticut mall -- and how some want legislation
to help return that baby to his mother. / Yet the bfeakdown in

responsibility runs the spectrum: It's also present among those
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who flaunt their wealth -- and who flout the law. Crime isn't

clean just because the crook wears a white collar. //

Aﬁericans will make a choice this year about economic
growth, and about keeping America safe and strong. But the
choice is about more than that: It is about renewing moral
strength, as well. Principles don't change from one day to the
next. Principles aren't driven by polls. Principles endure.. /
This year, one side offers real change to make America One Nation
under God. The other wrote a 10,000 word platform and never once
mentioned the one word which éounts~most: God. /

You can see the differences of philosophy reflected in our
policies. As a baseball umpire might put it, "You make the call."
Consider our system of welfare. In too many cases, it's
holding people down -- not lifting them'gg. The key.to reform is

personal responsibility. Yet on the other side of the debate are

interests that want to protect bﬁreaucracy and spending -- even
if it means saying no to unwed mothers who want to get married.

It's time the systeﬁ said yes: Yes to people like Sandra
Rosato, who worked and saved money for college because she didn't
want to leave a legacy of welfare for her kids. / The system
said her family couldn't continue to get benefits while she saved
money for school. She saved $4,000. I qalllthat amazing. The
welfare bureaucrats? They called it fraud. / Something is wrong
here. That's why I aim to shake up the top-down bureaucratic way
of welfare and let our states find new ways that reward people

like Sandra. Let's reward work and responsibility. /
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Next, let's take education. / We know fhat»renewing
education depends on giving parents real freedom and real
responsibility to choose their kids' schools. The other side
_tries to posture on behalf of parents -- but I don't think
they'revfooling anyone. / Remember how Henry Ford used to tell
his customers they could have any color Model T they wanted -- as
long as it was black. The other side says parents can choose any
school for their kids -- as long as it's run by the government;

My plan is different -- it's called the G.I. Bill for
Children. Like the original G.I. Bill, my new bill offers
scholarships or vouchers for students to take to any qualified -
school -- private, public, or religious. My plan preserves
religious freedom. So can anoﬁher issue where there's a Grand
Canyon of a divide. According to the Gallup Poll, America is the
most religious Nation on earth. Sadly, one side this year thinks
if's finé to give condoms in school bﬁt_not to say a prayer. I
disagree. So I again céll on Congress to pass a Constitutional
Amendment restoring voiuntary'prayer to the classroom. Let's

bring the Faith of our Fathers back to our schools. /-

Whatever the issue, the choice is clear. Who do you trust
to change America -- to renew timeless Qalues like peréonal
responsibility? Who do you trust: The side Qith the courage to
stand for what may not be popular =- but is right? Or the side
which talks a good game-—— mouths the right rhetoric about values

-- but whose record, and example, make a mockery of their words?
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Nowhere is trust more important than in the area I call real

peace -- the triumph of democracy, not merely the absence of war.
// Ask those who served from the Sedan to Saigon. You know that
real peace stems not from a care-free bus ride in the warmth of
the summer sun -- but from soul-searching walks in the shade of
peril. / The Soviet bear may be dead -- put there are a lot of

wolves left around the world. //

That's why we need a President who knows what I learned in
World War -- and what Saddam Hussein learned last year: America
stands for the rule of law against the law of the jungle. /
Above all, it's why need a President who knows: If the best way
to ensure war is for America to be militarily weak -- the best
way to ensure peace is for America to be militarily .strong.

This year one side says, almost unbélievably: America is
"ridiculed" around the world. / Our side says: Look at what
America has achieved over the last 3 and 1/2 years. / We helped
a wall crumble in Berlin. From Kuwait to Panaﬁa, helped free
those once enslaved. Helped Communism become a four-letter word:
D-E-A-D. Let me put it plain: You were not wounded in vain.
You helped end the Cold War -- and America won. / America has

changed the world -- just as we're now ready to change America.

Here's a story about hoW we'll change it. One hundred and
eighty-eight days  after Pearl, I enlisted in the Navy. It was the
day I graduated from high séhool, and Henry Stimson, then
Secretary of War, géve the Commencement Speech. He spoke words

that describe the American character: About how the American
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soldier -- and I quote -- should be "Brave without being brutal,
self-confident without boasting, being part of an irresistible
might without losing faith an individual liberty."

For more than 200 years, America's veterans have engraved
that passage on America's soul. / Our task is now to help the
military build on the beginnings of the past 3 and 1/2 years.
Yes, our armed forces will be smaller -- thanks to less threat in
Europe and less fear of war. Yet our defense capacity will be
even greater, and here's why: Our victory in the Cold War allows
us to reduce defense spending -- but our commitment to vigilance
means we will not reduce our resolve. //

Earlier this year I cut our long range defense budget
prudently, sensibly. Apparently, those words don't appear in the
other side's dictionary. 1It's as if they never heard of the
strategy -- "Peace through Strength" -- which has helped reshape
the entire world. The other side proposes fully $60 billion in
defense cuts beyond what we deem responsible. On the Hill, its
lackeys want to gut our ability to update the ABM Treaty / harm
troop readiness by stealing $7 billion from operation and

maintenance / and, yes, to ravage SDI.

Here is my answer: I'm going to keep America safe -- keep
America strong -- make sure the defense budget is more than a

piggy bank for people who want to get busy beating swords into
pork barrels. / When the other side says: We're better off
without defenses -- I say: Remember the lessons of Desert Storm.

// When the Scuds came raining down, thank God we didn't have to
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rely on some abstract theory of deterrence. Thank God‘we had the
technology to shoot those Scuds out of thelsky. / Those trying
to kill SDI remind me of the definition of a cynic: "The man who

knows the price of everything and the value of nothing." / We

will push forward with SDI for the best of all reasons: When it
comes to national defense, finishing second means finishing last.
You see, i remember. I know what veterans have fought forf
I know the price you yourselves have paid. To weaken our
defenses in an unpredictable ﬁorld today is to smear ygg;'
sacrifice in the war-torn world of yesterday. / I haven't done
that -- never will. You deserve a President who knows that
giving peace a chance doesn't mean taking a chance with peace.
Whatever the cost to me, I'm going to do what's right for
America. / Now that America's moral values -- liberty, honor,
personal responsibility -- are victorious around the glggg‘-- why
in the world would we abandon them at home? //
We can not. As long as I am President, we will not. Let
the other side support values that are trendy and transitory.
I'm going to defend the values of those who fought in the swamps
and the deserts / those who lie in Arlington / those who endured
the wounds of war so that liberty might live. // Fellow
veterans, thank you for your support. Together, we'll keep a
sure compass. We'll put our ship of state in finest sailing
trim. We'll navigate our way to shining new horizons of renewal.
May God bless you all -- and the country we all fought to

preserve -- the United States of America.
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