Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S; 2006-0613-F[1] S

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13629
Folder ID Number: 13629-005

Folder Title:
Radio Address - GI Bill for Children 6/26/92 [OA 5809]

Section: ] Position:

26 18 2




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 25, 1992

|
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
t

4

THROUGH: ~ . DAN McGROARTY %ﬂV\%
FROM: ANDREW‘FERGUSON A
I
SUBJECT: RADIO ADDRESS ON GI BILL FOR CHILDREN

On Friday, June 26th at 8:00 a.m., in the Cabinet Room, you
will record a brief radlo address (approximately 5 minutes) on
the GI Bill for Chlldren. Your remarks follow the same themes
discussed in Thursday morning's South Lawn address.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:iRADIO ADDRESS
| GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
%JUNE 26, 1992
Today I would li#e to speak with you about a subject close
I ” '
to the heart of every!American -- the education of our children.

|
You might not know itlto read the morning paper or watch the

| . :
evening news, but there is a revolution going on in our country -
|

i

- a revolution with alsingle aim: to make American schools the
best in the world.

This week I prop%sed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent t% Congress legislation authorizing $500
million dollars to heip states and communities give children from
middle- and low-incomé families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money'at
any school of their choice =-- whether that school is public,

I

private, or religious

This proposal is, in the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this Week, President Roosevelt signed the GI |
Bill, creating schola%ships that veterans could use at any
college -- any collegé of their choice. The GI Bill created
opportunity for Ameriéans who never would have had it -- and in

so doing, it helped to create the best system of colleges and
|

[} L] L[] o I
universities in_ the world.
t

We can do it again -= this time with a GI Bill for Children,
helping state and loc?l governments create the best elementary
| .
and secondary schoolsfin the worild.

|
|
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My proposal is b%sed on a féw fundamental truths. I believe
that parents are their children's first teachers. Parents, noﬁ
bureaucrats, know wha;'s best for their‘children“ Parents, not
the government, shoulg choose their children's schools.

For too long, we've shielded schools from cémpetition -
allowed them a damagiLg monopoly power over our children. This
monopoly turns studean into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear about who's hurt most by the present system. 1It's
not the wealthy -- th%y can already afford to send their children
to whichever school they choose. The GI Bill for children wili
give low- and middle-income.families more of those choices.
Whether if's the publ%c school down the street or across town,
whether it's a paroch#al or Yeshiva or Bible school -- parents
should be able to decide which school will provide.the best
education for their kgds. |

By injecting com$etifion into our education systeﬁ -- by
allowing parents to choose their children'é schools -- we can
break the monépoly, p%ovide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and creéte genuine change in our séhools.

|
Abraham Lincoln said: "Revolutions do not go backward," and

gll across the countr; -- from fennéylVania to california, from
San Antonio to Indianépolis -; the sdhool-choice revolution is.
gaining steam. I met (with many leaders of that movement at the
White House this week. They are the true heroes of school

reform. They aren't afraid to stand up to the status quo -- to

say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,
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business-as-usual just isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at
|

their side. |

The protectbrs o; the status quo should understand: this

revolution will Succegd. With or without their help, we will

create the finest schools for our children and grandchildren, and

we will do it by restoring to education the truest American

principles: freedom and gpportunity and choice.

Thank you for listening. God bless you, and God bless the
| .

United States of America.

! ¥ # #
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i THE WHITE HOUSE
| WASHINGTON
i June 25, 1992
i

l :
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

|
THROUGH DAN MCGROARTY A M
FROM: ANDREW‘ FERGUSON 5‘\4,){
SUBJECT: RADIO ADDRESS ON GI BILL FOR CHILDREN

|
On Friday, June 26th, at 8:00 a.m., in the Cabinet Room, you
will record a brief radio address (approximately 5 minutes) on
the GI Bill for Children. Your remarks follow the same themes
discussed in Thursday |morning's South Lawn address.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS
' GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
| JuNE 26, 1992

|
Today I would like to speak with you about a subject close

’ i
to the heart of eVerj American -- the education of our children.

You might not know iﬁ to read the morning paper or waﬁch the
evehing news, but the%e is a revolution going on in our country -
- a revolution with a!single aim: to make American schools the
best in the world.

'This week I propPsed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent t% Congress iegislation authorizing $500
million dollars to he?p states and communities give children from

middle- and low-income families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's

the crucial part: Famﬁlies will be allowed to spend this money at

any school of their choice -- whether that school is public,

|
private, or religious.

This proposal isiin the greatest American tradition. Forty-
|

eight years ago this ?éek, President Roosevelt signed the GI

" Bill, creatihg scholarships that veterans could use at any

college -- any collegé of their choice. The GI Bill created
' i

~opportunity for Ameriéans who never would have had it -- and in

|
so doing, it helped t? create the best system of colleges and

universities in_the w&rld.
We can do it again -- this time with a GI Bill for children,

helping state and locél governments create the best elementary;

i
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My proposal is Qased'on a few fundamental truths. I believe
that parents are their children's first teachers. Parents, not
bureauc;ats, know whﬁt's best fo; their children. Parents, not

the government, should choose their children's schools.

For too long, we've shielded schools from competition --
allowed them a damagﬂng monopoly power over our children. This
monopoly turns studeJts into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear about rho's hurt most by the present system. It's
not the wealthy -- tth can alregdy afford to send their children
to whichever school tﬁey choose. The GI Bill for Children will
give low- and middle-&ncome families more of those choices.
Whether it's the publ&c school down the street or across town,
whether it's a paroéh?al or Yeshiva or Bible school -- parents
should be able to decgde which school will provide éhe best
education for their kids.

By injecting comﬁetition into our education system -- by
allowing pérents to cﬁoose their children's schools -- we can
break the monopoly, provide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and create genuine'change in our schools.

|
Abraham Lincoln %aid: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
all across the countr§ -- from Pennsylvania to California, from
San Antonio to Indian%polis -- the school-choice revolution is
gaining steam. I met‘with many leaders of that movement at the
White House this weekw They are the true heroes of school

reform. They aren't gfraid to stand up to the status quo -- to
|

say, loud and clear, ﬁhat when it comes to educating our kids,

i

| .
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business—-as-usual just isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at

l
their side.

The protectors Af the status quo should understand: this

revolution will succeed. With or without their help, we will
! ;

create the finest scﬂools for our children and grandchildren, and
we will do it by res%oring to education the truest American

1
principles: freedom apd opportunity and choice.

Thank you for liEtening. God bless you, and God bless the

|
United States of America.

|
!
1
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 6/25/92

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: -

RADIO ADDRESS ON GI BILL FOR CHILDREN

SUBJECT: FRIDAY, 6/26/92 - 8:00 a.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI W

VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER O O
SKINNER J { MCBRIDE UJ [
SCOWCROFT O O MOORE O p”
DARMAN O PETERSMEVER (] (W”
BRADY O - V PORTER [ y

LL BROMLEY O O SMITH O y |
CALIO ] V YEUTTER ] V |
DEMAREST O v FINDLAY O v
FITZWATER 0 W KAUFMAN O @
GRAY ] ( MCGROA R Toiés W”
HOLIDAY O ( |

REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAN MCGROARTY {Yeif)
FROM: ANDREW FERGUSON %
SUBJECT: RADIO 'ADDRESS ON GI BILL FOR CHILDREN

on Friday,,JuneEZGth, at 8:00 a.m., in the Cabinet Reom,-you-~-~
will record a brief radio address (approximately 5 minutes) on

the GI Bill for Children. Your remarks follow the same themes
discussed in Thursday morning's South Lawn address.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKSﬁ RADIO ADDRESS
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
JUNE 26, 1992

Today I would like to speak with you about a subject close
to the heart of ever§ American -- the education of our children.
You might not know it to read the morning paper or watch the
evenlng news, but there is a revolution golng on in our country -
;-a revolution with ; 51ngie-a1m. to make American schools the
best in the world. i -

This week I proéosed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent to Congress legislation authorizing $500

million dollars to h%lp states and communities give children from

middle- and low-inco@e families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
|

the crucial part: Faﬁilies will be allowed to spend this money at~

any school of their éhoice -- whether that school is public,

private, or religious.
This proposal is in the greatest American tradition. Forty-

eight years ago this Week, President Roosevelt signed the GI

|
Bill, creating scholanhips that veterans cculd use at any

college -- any colleg@ of their choice. The GI Bill created

|

opportunity for Americans who never would have had it -- and in

|
so doing, it helped tb create the best system of colleges and

universities in the world.

|

We can do it aga?n -- this time with a GI Bill for children,

helping state and loc%l governments create the best elementary:

1

and secondary schools! in the world. !
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My proposal is based on a few fundamental truths. I believe
that parents are the%r children's first teachers. Parents, not

. bureaucrats, know whét's best for their children. Parents, not
|

the government, should choose their children's schools.

|
For too long, wé've shielded schools from competition --

| _
allowed them a damagﬂng monopoly power over our children. This
|

-monopoly turns students into statistics and parents into pawnsf
Let's be clear about [who's hurt most by the present system. Iffé“_
not the wealthy -- t@ey can already afford to send their child?en
to whichever school t%ey choose. The GI Bill for Children will
give low- and middle-Fncome families more of those cﬁoices.

Whether it's the public school down the street or across town,

whether it's a parochial or Yeshiva or Bible school ‘-- parents
' |

should be able to dec?de which school will provide the best

education for their kids.

"By injecting competition into our education system -- by
[] - ' 1] 4
allowing parents to choose their children's schools -- we can

break the monopoly, provide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and'cre#te genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln éaid: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
all across the countrX -- from Pennsylvania to California, from
San Antonio to Indian%polis -=- the school-choice revolution is
gaining steam. I metjwith many leaders of that movement at the

White House this weekJ They are the true heroes of school

reform. They aren't ﬂfraid to stand up to the status quo -- to

|
say, loud and clear, tpat when it comes to educating our kids,

|
|
|
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I
business-ag-usual just isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at

|

their side.

The protectors of the status quo should understand: this

revolution will succ?ed. With or without their help, we will

create the finest scﬁools for our children and grandchildren, and
L} [] i [ L] *

we will do it by resporlng to education the truest American

principles: freedom and opportunity and choice.

Thank you for listening. God bless you, and God bless the
i

United States of Ame%ica.

g
|
|
|
|
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6 %, NOON, THU .
DATE: ik ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: \ml\ = JORE 25,,,.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS ‘”““Wmmm%wmwwwf{
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
SUBJECT:
FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1992
e ———-
I ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER o 0O
p SKINNER O V MCBRIDE O O
SCOWCROFT O O MOORE O V
DARMAN { O PETERSMEYER O O I
BRADY O - / PORTER J O
I BROMLEY — Od O SMITH V O
CALIO { O X YEUTTER { O
BRRANSARA, ”AC;,
{DEMAREST { O i 0O
' FINDLAY
FITZWATER O V u V
S e O
HOLIDAY U/C/ / O

REMARKS:

Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to this office

NO LATER THAN NOON, TOMORROW, THURSDAY, JUNE 25.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
JUNE 26, 1992
i . .
I would-like to speak with you today about a subject that is

4

close to the heart of évery American -- the education of our

1
children. You might not know it to read the morning paper or

watch the evenlng news) but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a revolutlon with a single aim: to make American
schools the best in th% world.

This week I propoégd a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent to Congress legislation authorizing a half-
billion dollars to helﬁ states and communities give each child of
middle- and low-income |families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's

the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money at

any school of their choice -- whether that school is public,

private, or religious.

This proposal is i% the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this we?k, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
the GI Bill, creating s%holarships that veterans could use at any
college -- any college ?f their choice. The GI Bill created
opportgnity for America%s who never would have had it -- and in
so doing, helped to cre%te the best system of colleges and

universities in the wor%d.
We can do it again]-- this time with a GI Bill for children,
helping state and local|government5‘create the best elementary

and secondary schools in the world.

|
i
'l
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My proposal is baéed on some fundamental truths. I believe
|

that parents are their?children's first teachers. Parents, not

bureaucrats,.know whatis best for their childrenﬂ Parents, not
the government, shouldichoose their children's schools.

For too long, we'%e shielded schools from competition --
allowed them a damagin% monopoly power over our children. This

monopoly turns student% into statistics and parents into pawns.
|

Let's be clear about wqo's hurt most by the present system. It's

not the wealthy -- theﬂ can already afford to send their children
to whichever school the& choose. The GI Bill for Children will
give low- and middle-inLome families more of those choices.
Whether it's the public%school down the street or across town,
whether it's a parachia; or Yeshiva or Bible schooli-- parents
should be able to decid; which school will best teach their kids.

By injecting compe%ition into our education system -- by
allowing parents to cho%se their children's schools =-- we can
break the monopoly, proLide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and creat? genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln said: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
all across the country %- from Pennsylvania to California, from
San Antonio to Indianap%lis -- the school-choice revolution is
gaining steam. I met with many leaders of that movement at the
White House this week. EThey are the true heroes of school

reform. They aren't af@aid to stand up to the status quo -- to

say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,



3
business-as~-usual just isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at
their side.

The protectors of [the status quo should understand: this

revolution will succee&. With or without their help, we will
create the finest schools for our children and grandchildren, and
we will do it by resto;ing to education the truest American
principles: freedom an& opportunity and choice.

~_Thank you for lisééning..cpd bless you, and God bless the

United States of America.




Document No. 3349408SS

2 WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
6/24/92 NOON, THURS.,
DATE: /24/ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: SENE e
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
SUBJECT:
FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1992
I ACTION FYI ACTION FYI "
VICE PRESIDENT 0 HORNER O O
SKINNER O V MCBRIDE O O
SCOWCROFT U O MOORE O V
DARMAN"" O PETERSMEYER O d
BRADY 4 J PORTER V O
BROMLEY — O O SMITH J O “
CALIO « O YEUTTER { O
DEMAREST { O KAUFMAN O v |
FINDLAY
FITZWATER O V . O V
—— d O MCGROARTY O /
HOLIDAY / O O O
REMARKS:
Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, x2930, with a copy to this office
NO LATER THAN NOON, TOMORROW, THURSDAY, JUNE 25.
Thank you. -
RESPONSE:

A

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: éADIO ADDRESS
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
qUNE 26, 1992
I would like to séeak with you today about a subject that is
close to the heart of évery American -- the education of our
children. You might nét know it to read the morning paper or
watch the evening news;%but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a revolution%with‘a single aim: to make American
schools the best in the%world.
This week I propos%d a giant step forward in that

| .
revolution. I sent to Fongress legislation authorizing a half-

| [
billion dollars to help}states and communities give -each child’éf ‘m,N;,

middle~ and low-income #amilies a $1,000 scholarship. And here's X 4770
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money at
any school of their cho%ce --'whether that school is public,
private, or religious. !
This proposal is i# the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this weék, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
the GI Bill, creating s%holarships that‘veterans could use at any
college -- any college %f their choice. The GI Bill created
opportunity for Americaﬁs.who never would have had it -- and in
so doing, heléed to cfé%te the best system of colleges and

universities in the world.
|

We can do it again k- this time with a GI Bill for Children,

helping state and local §overnments create the best elementary
|

and secondary - schools in| the world.
i

|
|
|
|



2
My proposal is baéed on some fundamental truths. I believe
I
that parents are their |[children's first teachers. Parents, not

bureaucrats, know whatﬁs best for their children. Parents, not

the government, should choose their children's schools. i? )
ubIIGr -,.em ’ /)l’fl/ @
For too long, we' ve shleldedﬂschoolsa%rom competition -- ¥ S 9

X150
allowed them a damaglnq‘monopoly power over our childrgn. This

monopoly turns students; into statistics and parents into pawns.
Y | :

Let's be clear about wh%'s hurt most by the present system. 1It's
- not the wealthy -- they{can already afford to send their children

to whichever school the& choose. The GI Bill for Children will
|

give low- and middle-in?ome families more of those choices.
Whether it's the public%school down the street or across town,
whether it's a paréchia} or Yeshiva or Bible school‘-- parents
should be able to decid% which school will best teach their kids.

By injecting compeﬁition:into our education system -- by
| ‘
allowing parents to cho?se their children's schools =-- we can

break the monopoly, pro#ide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and creat% genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln saild: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
i
all across the country {- from Pennsylvania to California, from
I
San Antonio to Indianapqlis -- the school-choice revolution is

gaining steam. I met wi%h many leaders of that movement at the

White House this week. #hey are the true heroes of school
reform. They aren't afr%id to stand up to the status quo -- to
l
say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,
|
|
|



3
business-as-usual just}isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at

their side. |

' |
The protectors of ithe status quo should understand: this
: |
revolution will succeei. With or without their help, we will
- 1
create the finest schodls for our children and grandchildren, and

'

we will do it by restorﬁng to education the truest American

|
principles: freedom and opportunity and choice.
|
Thank you for listening. God bless you, and God bless the

: 1
United States of America.
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MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McGROARTY
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER (Z/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Radio Address on GI Bill
for Children
We have reviewed the attached presidential remarks and

have noted a few suggested changes on the draft.

If you have any questions or we can be of further
assistance, please let us know.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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DATE: 24/ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ' v
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS ettt
- GI BILL FOR CHILDREN s
SUBJECT:

FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1992

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI "
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER O 0O l
SKINNER O M MCBRIDE o 04d I
SCOWCROFT g O MOORE O V
DARMAN { O PETERSMEYER [ [J
BRADY O - J O
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FITZWATER O V FINDLAY 0 9
GRAY V ] MCGROARTY OJ /
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REMARKS: o o

Please provide comments on the attached directly to
Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122, %2930, with a copy to this office

NO LATER THAN NOON, TOMORROW, THURSDAY, JUNE 25.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS
-~ . GI BILL FOR CHILDREN
JUNE 26, 1992

I would like to speak with you today about a subject that is

A Covteen :
-elese—to—the—teart of every American -- the education of our AATIOVS i
Ao [LEWDIVE
children. You might not know it +o—read the morning paper or
INE

watchl the evening news, but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a revolution with a single aim: to make American
schools the best in the world.

This week I proposed a giant step forward in that

TRANIM ITIED
revolution. I sent to Condress legislation authorizing'auauad§3>—
S rwuxzwv'i:::EE . L pHideen flem \_—
to help states and communities give -each—echiidof—
middle- and low-income families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money at
any school of their choice -- whether that school is public,
private, or religious.

This proposal is in the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
the GI Bill, creating scholarships that veterans could use at any
college -- any college of their choice. The GI Bill created
opportunity for Americans who never would have had it -- and in
so doing, helped to create the best system of c eges and
universities in the worild.

We can do it again -- this time with a GI Bill for Children,

helping state and local governments create the best elementary
and secondary schools in the world.
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My proposal is based on seme fundamental truths. I believe
that parents are their children's first teachers. Parents, not
bureaucrats, know what's best for their children. Parents, not
the government, should choose their children's schools.

For too lon e've shielded schools from competition -- \,

70 MV AY | EIWATkﬂQV”\
allowed themYa damaging monopoly power over our children’. This
monopoly turns students into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear about who's hurt most by the present system. 1It's
not the wealthy -- they can a&£ea£;T;fford to send their children
to whichever school they choose. The GI Bill for Children will

. Xﬂgr(sawa’( POER. T THIE AOVIWIIGE OF
give low- and middle-income familiesYmore of those choices.
Whether it's the public school down the street or across town,
whether it's a parochial or Yeshiva or Ei;le school -- parents
XoiVE e BT EdDRATLN Folk
should be able to decide which school will best—teaeh their kids.

\ IVTEDVEINVE

'éy in i competition into our education system -- by
allowing parents to choose Fgeir children's schools -- we can
break the monopoly, providéﬁ¥harcatalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and create genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln said: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
all across the country -- from Pennsylvania to California, from
San Antonio to Indianapolis =-- the school-choice revolution is
gaining steam. I met with many leaders of that movement at the
White House this week. They_are the xazf heroes of school

CHAUE
reform. They aren't afraid -ct:nd—up-eéithe status quo -- to

say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,



3
business-as-usual just isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at
their side. \/

The-gigizgizzzxgtuthe status quo should understand: this
revolution will succeed. With or without their help, we will
create the finest schools for our children and grandchildren, and
we will do it by restoring to education the truest American
principles: freedom and opportunity and choice.

Thank you for listening. God bless you, and God bless the

United States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: RADIO ADDRESS
GI BILL FOR CHILDREN

’/WM \ JUNE 26, 1992

I would like to speak with you t9g§§/about a subject that is
close to the heart qf every American -- the education of our
children. You mighé not know it to read the morning paper or
watch the evening n%ws, but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a fevoluéion with a single aim: to make American
schools the best in Fhe world.

This week I pro?osed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent %o congress legislation authorizing a half-
billion dollars to hLlp states and communities give each child of
middle- and 1ow-inco%e families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money at
any school of their éhoice -- whether that school is public,
private, or religiouﬁ.

This proposal ié in the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
the GI Bill, creatin% scholarships that veterans could use at any
college -- any colleie of their choice. The GI Bill created

|

opportunity for AmeriFans who never would have had it -- and in

so doing, helped to cgeate the best system of colleges and

] e ] |
universities in the world.

We can do it again -- this time with a GI Bill for children,
|

helping state and locgl governmentsAcreate the best elementary
and secondarg schools !'in the world.
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My proposal is based on some fundamental truths. I believe
!
that parents are th%ir children's first teachers. Parents, not
bureaucrats, know wﬂat's best for their.children. Parents, not

y

the government, shoqld choose their children's schools.
!
For too long, we've shielded schools from competition --
|

allowed them a damag&ng monopoly power over our children. This
monopoly tﬁrns stude?ts into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear aboutiwho's hurt most by the present system. It's
not the wealthy -- t#ey can already afford to send their children
to whichever school %hey choose. The GI Bill for cChildren will
give low- and midd1e+income families more of those choices.

Whether it's the pubiic school down the street or across town,
whether it's a parécéial or Yeshiva or Bible school.-- parents
should be able to decide which sehool will best teach their kids.

By injecting co%petition into our education system -- by
allowing parents to cboose their children's schools -- we can
break the monopoly, p&ovide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and cre?te genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln éaid: "Revolutions do not go backward," and
all across the country -- from Pennsylvania to California, from

San Antonio to Indianapolis -- the school-choice revolution is

gaining steam. I met with many leaders of that movement at the

White House this week.

They are the true heroes of school

reform. They aren't %fraid to stand up to the status quo -- to

|
say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,
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business-as~usual qut isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at

|

their side.
|

The protectors%of the status quo should understand: this
revolution will suc%eed. With or without their help, we will
create the finest sc?ools for our children and grandchildren, and
we will do it by res%oring to education the truest American

Co . | . .
principles: freedom and opportunity and choice.

|
Thank you for léstening. God bless you, and God bless the

United States of Ame%ica.
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I would like to Fpeak with you today about a subject that is
close to the heart of| every American -- the education of our
children. You might not know it to read the morning paper or
watch the evening new%, but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a revoluti#n with a single aim: to make American

schools the best in tﬁe world.

This week I propLsed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent t? Congress legislation authorizing a half-
billion dollars to he#p_states and’communities give each child of
middle- and low—incomé families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this money at
any school of their choice -- whether that school is public,
private, or religious.

This proposal is |in the greatest American tradition. Forty-

eight years ago this week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed

the GI Bill, creating |scholarships that veterans could use at any

college -- any college of their choice. The GI Bill created

opportunity for Ameri%ans who never would have had it -- and in

so doing, helped to create the best system of colleges and
| : '

universities in the world.
- L

We can do it agaih -- this time with a GI Bill for Children,

helping state and local governments create the best elementary

and secondary schools in the world. . _ | f
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My proposal is based on some fundamental truths. I believe
that parents are theﬂr children'g first teachers. Parents, not
bureaucrats, know wha%'s best for their children. Parents, not
the government, shoulh choose their children's schools.

For too long, we%ve shielded schools from competition --
allowed them a damagi%g monopoly power over our children. This
monopoly turns studen%s into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear about %ho's hurt most by the present system. 1It's
not the wealthy -- th%y can already afford to send their children
to whichever school t$ey choose. The GI Bill for Children will
give low- and middle-#ncome famiiies more of those choices.
Whether it's the public’school down the street or across town,
whether it's a parbch%al or Yeshiva or Bible school -- parents
should be able to deéide which school will best teacﬁ their kids.

By injectihg'competition into our education system -- by
allowing parents to choose their-children's schools -- we can
break tﬁe monopoly, pqovide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and cre%te genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln s?id: "Revolutions do not go backward," and

all across the country5-¥ from Pennsylvania to California, from
: l |
San Antonio to Indianapolis -- the school-choice revolution is

gaihing steam. I met Vith many leaders of that movement at the
White House this week.‘ They are the true heroes of school

. , ]
reform. They aren't afraid to stand up to the status quo -- to

say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,
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business-as-usual just isn't good enough. ‘I am proud to stand at

|

their side. |
|

3 .

The protectors of the status quo should understand: this
l .

revolution will succeéd. With or without their help, we will
|

create the finest sch?ols for our children and grandchildren, and

we will do it by rest?ring to education the truest American
principles: freedom aﬁd opportunity and choice.
|
Thank you for‘li%tening. God bless you, and God bless the

United States of America.
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I would like to 'speak with you today about a subject that is
close to the heart oﬁ every American -- the education of our
children. You might %ot know it to read the morning paper or
watch the evening news, but there is a revolution going on in our
country -- a revolutibn with a single aim: to make American
schools the best in t#e world. _

This week I propésed a giant step forward in that
revolution. I sent té Congress legislation authorizing a half-
billion dollars to heip states énd communities give each child of
middle- and low-income families a $1,000 scholarship. And here's
the crucial part: Families will be allowed to spend this_money at
any school of their cﬁoice -- whether that échool is publigc,
private, or religiousi

This proposal isain the greatest American tradition. Forty-
eight years ago this ﬁeek, President Franklin D. Roosevelf signed
the GI Bill, creating ;cholarships that veterans could use at any
college -- any collegefof their choice. The GI Bill'created
opportunity for Americans who never would have had it -- and in
so doing, helped to cr%ate the besf system of colleges and
universities in the wo#ld.

We can do it agai# -- this time with a GI Bill for Children,

helping state and local governments create the best elementary

and secondary schools in the world.
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My proposal is based on some fundamental truths. I believe
|

that parents are thei& children's first teachers. Parents, not
|
bureaucrats, know whaF's_best for their children. Parents, not

|
the government, should choose their children's schools.

For too long, werve shielded schools from competition --

allowed them é damagi#g monopoly pbwer over our children. This
monopoly turns studen#s into statistics and parents into pawns.
Let's be clear about &ho's hurt most by thé present system. 1It's
not the wealthy -- théy can already afford to send their children
to whichever school t%ey choose. The GI Bill for Children will
give low- and middle-ﬂncome families more of those choices.
Whether it's the publ%c school down the street or across town,
whether it's a pardchﬂal or Yeshiva or Bible school -- parents
should be able to deci%e which school will best teaéh their kids.

|

By injecting competition into our education systeﬁ -- by
allowing parents to ch%ose their children's schools -~ we can
break the monopoly, pr%vide the catalyst to open up opportunities
for our kids, and creaie genuine change in our schools.

Abraham Lincoln s%id: "Revolutions do not go backward,"™ and
all across the'country\-- from Pennsylvania to California, from
San AntOnio‘to Indianaéolis -- the school-choice revolution is
gaining steam. I met &ith many leaders of that movement at the
White House this week.  They are the true heroes of school
reform. They aren't aéraid to stand up to the status quo -- to

say, loud and clear, that when it comes to educating our kids,
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business-as-usual juét isn't good enough. I am proud to stand at
)

their side. |

The protectors Jf the statué quo. should understand: this
revolution will succ%ed. With or-without their help, we will
create the finest sc%ools for our children and grandchildren, and
we will do it by reséoring to education the truest American

principles: freedom ahd opportunity and choice.
|

Thank you for li%tening. God bless you, and God bless the
|1 -

United States of Amerﬁca.
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