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I have just come from a working session with parents from
Milwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same dreamsg
all of us have. They want thelr kids to have a first-class
education. They know that a.goodreducatlon is absolutely
essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon
Williams: (["At his old school that was crowded, he used to get
SO bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice Program in the
Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any
more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the
classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it
around.")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly
Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the
lead in helping [Janette Williams)]) realize her dreams for (Javon])
== Creating $2500 scholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so they could attend non-religious private
schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted to

see what would happen when children of poorer families have more
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of the same choices of schools that people with money alre?dy

i
have. f
i

Representatlves of the Bradley Foundation and Several |other

Milwaukee bu81nesses were also in our meeting. They recent

ly

Pledged $3 mllllon to expand further the number of families angd

the number of ch01Les -= inecluding religious schools -- that

income Milwaukee fémilies have.
I

What has beenfhappening in Milwaukee is truly a revoluf

in American education.

low-

tion

Today I am prép051ng that the federal government join that

revolution. I anm sendlng Congress legislation that would

authorize -spending eé half billion new federail dollars j:

help cities 1like Milwaukee give $1,000 sc;olarships to chil

of middle and 1ow-1ncome families so the

same choices of all;schools that families with money already
) !

have. ;
. | .
This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.
|

an have more of the

We have done this befo:e and it has worked. We called it the GI

Bill.

As World war IIiwas coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President FranLlln D. Roosevelt 51gned the GI Bill
creating scholarshlps that veterans could spead at any colleg
Most of my generatlon went to college on the GI Bill -- the
college of our ch01ce.

Diane Ravitch, éhe historian who is now our assistant

secretary of educatlgn, says that the GI Bill "was the most

e.

|
|
|
!
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successful piece of social legislation in our nation's history,.»
It created opportunlty for Americans who never would have had it;
at the end of WOrld War II, only five percent of Americang had a
college degree. It gave our country a new generation of leaders.
The consumer powerllt gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the
college of thexr cholce == helped to create the best systen of
colleges and un1versxties in the worid.

We can do it egaln.-

Now that the-éold War is over, I am calling on America |to
Create new state and local GI bills for children -- ¢go Creatia

scholarships for chlldren of middle and low-income families |that

their families can pse at the school of their choice. Just tn.we

gave veterans consumer power that helped create the best system
|

of higher educatlon‘ln the world, the federal government should

help state and local governments and the private sector give
|

children of middle and low-income families consumer power th%t

can help to create the best elementary and secondary schools|in
the world. | '

These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice b COme
the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children. i

, S dOWNn SmMOKEesStacks: Eg—0
J,W J' ',
,‘f" 10 .
.4:um-capture—a—#T3‘t6ﬁ‘§EfEIIIEE‘TE‘EﬁHEET‘tﬂEﬂ‘ﬁE'can creaté the—
: |
MWWnildrcu and \_,A.uxld‘:":"ﬂd;en_.__J

Specifically, I have asked Congress to appropriate a half
‘ P

billion.:i‘dollars to help a number of state and local
i
|
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Jovernments create $1,000 scholarships that middle and low-
income children could spend at any lawfully operating elementary

Or secondary school.

For example,

like Milwaukee

demonstration grant with other state or local governmental unitsg.

There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
Jdovernmental unit would have to take substantial Steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted -- must be permitted -- to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating schoo] that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area -- pPublic, private, and religious -- tgo participate if
they choose.

The legislation that T am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic Programs that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the Summers. I believe this is one of the
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most powerful parés of the legislation. One of our greate
I

children could be‘u51ng them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the aft
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our ch
find out. |

more of the same choices of schools that people with money
I believe I know exactly what will happen. we know be

of our experience wlth the GI Bill. We know because of our
l

experience with federal grants and loans for college, which one

of every two full tlme four year college students now have.

Consumer power creates opportunity and better schools for all

students. -%

A new system of.state and local GI Bills for chlldren wohld

be a truly revolutlonary change for elementary and secondary

education in America. It causes controversy and concern because
|

N
i
i

it takes some risks.i Let me talk about some of those concern+'

1. Some will say this mixes up church and state because|it

|
permits government money to go to religious schools -- that 14

wrong. This is aid tb families, not aid to institutions. It lis

also good policy. No' one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU

or
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Notre Dame or Yes%iva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard cgpgrgga
suggesting that ‘students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteed
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian
seminaries. I don“t hear an outcry because poor children who
attend Catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal tax
payers. And I don‘t think Congress is about to repeal the

voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care

‘center of their choxce, public, private, or religious. we hould
let government money follow the child to any lawfully opera
school that the paﬁent feels does the best job of helping

child. i
2. Some Will Lay letting parents choose will leave s

children behind -- I simply do not buy this idea that someon
cannot make a good dec151on just because he or she is poor. |That
is the same thing I heard when we proposed day care vouchers for
poor families or when we proposed that the poor own their homes.
Let the poor own thelr own home, choose their own schools. Give
them help in standlﬂg on their own two feet and building and

climbing their own lhdder so that they can grab a share of'the

American Dream. |

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private schools
will hurt public schools == I believe the opposite will happen.

Look at what has happened to colleges and universities over the

last half century a5|a result of the enormous consumer power made

available by the GI Blll and the Pell grants and student loans.
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and our public and prlvate colleges together have become th# best
in the world. ;

[I am glad th;t Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools i% here today. He is not afraid of choicae, ]
And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help For a
GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee can build stronger public
schools. Today in gllwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend pub#ic schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to!fund its own GI Bill for Children, about |$45
million, 90% of the%grant, would probably go to the education of
children in the pubiié schools. This would roughly double the
amount of federal aﬂd from the Department of Education to thJ:
Milwaukee public sch@ols.

4. Some will sgy choice could be the door teo racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this|, I
have put in this proéosed leglslatzon pProvisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.E

5. There are séveral points to make about money. First, I
want to make it abso%utely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program.% The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, evén for‘education. And I have said many times
that money alone is not the answer to our education problems.
The U.S. already spen&s more per student for schools than any
country in the world éxcept Switzerland. We need(;gaolutionﬁn .
l tA;:;&eh-

Lt
AaaLAaahJ*”‘f

o e

~@:e¥& more money for
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But making real changes that create the best schools in the

world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and

local responsibility. But federal support for state and local

scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can
2 wapend—to cfeate opportunity and change our schools. It ig an

appropriate and promising method of federal support for

education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution

is occurring.
? 18 Kawag 1ol g Ohel Tt A,
In 1991 in Indianapolisb{the

began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis
students. In the first year, over 700 students were given hﬁ“?
vouchers to attend any school of their choice. In San Antonio, &
" T~ the c¢to Foundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum of
750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over "
T AliSrtnds’ anmet Vhopus i 9 gy
1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California’<a=;==poeed ,ﬂr~“7
(P -
ballot initiatfvszﬁould provide a voucher scholarship for every
school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards have sent children to pPrivate schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in

Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.



school, it is time ye began thinking of a system of public

education with many}providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and acce%s to
the best education %n the world.

The GI Bill fof Children in Milwaukee and in other citi%s
will move America 13ev1tab1y in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutionﬁ;
carry with them rlsks.

|
We need revolutions because our world is changing. ([Janette

)
Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what

|
was enough education: for them isn't enough for their kids —- ox
i

for them, today. Th%y know their children are growing up

differently. They s%e teachers are stymied and kids are bore
because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.
They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check theihomework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teacheﬁs, as the African proverb says, "It takes an
entire village to edubate one child." We're all in this

together.
The parents with!/ whom I met this morning know that Americp
can do whatever it wa#ts to do. That if we can put missiles down
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smokestacks and capture a 4.5 million ton satellite in space, we
can create the best schools in the world for our children and
grandchildren. That we pust change our schools to be the kind of
country we want to be, and if their children are going to have.
the kind 6: life they want them to have.

That changing our schools will require several revolutions
at once.

atalliskest

That is why with all the Governors we have cresated very
ambitious national education goals and a ten year community-by-
community strategy to reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. 1 is starting over, school by school, to
Create a new generation of break-the-mold New American Schoolge=-
so students have choices among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teams have submitted proposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a voluntary
system of national examinations -- call them American Achievement
Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids and
schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers!
backs. Teachers don't need a federal recipe book.

Revolution No. 4 is our state and local GI Bill for Children
to get parents more involved, to give them consumer power --
dollars to spend at the schools of their choice -- give them

muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.



11

Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not
different than the problems people are having in every country in
the world today. We should also remember that we have more:
capacity to solve our problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dreanm.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most important to us, the principles that have bound us.
together, our most enduring values. We have no principles more
important than freedom, opportunity and choice. We have no value
more enduring than the idea that every American should have the.
opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already
have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
American revolution or expand the American dream.

¥ £ #
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I have just come from a working session with parents from
Milwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same dreams
all of us have. They want their kids to have a first-class
education. They know that a good education is absolutely
essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon
Williams: ["At his old school that was crowded, he used to get
SO bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice program in the
Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any
more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the
Classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it
around. ")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly
Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the
lead in helping [Janette Williams] realize her dreams for (Javon])
== creating $2500 scholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so they could attend non-religious private
schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted to

see what would happen when children of poorer families have more
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of the same choices of schools that people with money already
have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
Pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and
the number of choices -- including religious schools -- that low-
income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution
in American education.

Today I am proposing that the federal government join that
revolution. I am sending Congress legislation that would
authorize the spending of half billion new federal dollars to
help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
of middle and low-income families so they can have more of the
same choices of all schools that families with money already
have.

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.

We have done this before and it has worked. we called it the GI
Bill.

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
Creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bjill -- the
college of our choice.

Diane Ravitch, the historian who is now our assistant

secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most
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successful piece of social legislation in our nation's histd

ry."
|

It created opportuﬁity for Americans who never would have h#d
|

it;

at the end of World War II, only five percent of Americans had a

1

| ;
college degree. Iﬁ gave our country a new generation of lea

The consumer power%it gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the

college of their chbice —-= helped to create the best system bf

colleges and univer#ities in the worild.
|

We can do it a&ain.
|

Now that the céld War is over, I am calling on America t
|

ders.

‘o
Create new state ané local GI bills for children -- to creat
scholarships for chi;&ren of middle and low-income families that
their families can ﬁse at the school of their choice. "Just we

gave veterans consumer power that helped create the best syst
|

—
help state and localigovernments and the private Sector give

children of middle aﬁd low-
|

can help to create tﬁe best elementary and secondary schools j

|
the world. i
|

These dollars tq spend at the schools of their choice bed

|
the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children. |

If we can put missiles down' smokestacks, if our astronauts

Specifically, I ﬂave asked Congress to appropriate a half
|

billion of dollars to'help a number of state and locail

|
|
|
|
1
I
1
I
|
)

income families consumer power that

Fll

of higher education ﬁn the world, the federal government should

Ln

ome
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governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle and low-
income children could spend at any lawfully operating elementary
Or secondary school.

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukee create $1,000 dollar scholarships for every child
of a family who makes less than the national median family
income, which is roughly $40,000 a year for a family of four. If
Milwaukee applied for a grant to fund its own GI Bill for
Children, it could receive $50 million, enough to provide
scholarships for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income
families.

Milwaukee—could compete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units.
There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted -- must be permitted -- to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area -- public, private, and religious -- to participate if
they choose.

The legislation that I am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic pPrograms that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the Summers. I believe this is one of the
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most powerful parés of the legislation. One of our greatej:
wastes is that our schools are closed so much of the time en

children could be us1ng them. Many of the educators I see

believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon

or

on Saturday chlldren would flock to them. This ig our chance to

find out.
There is enouéh federal money in my proposal to provid
$1,000 dollar schoiarships to all of the middle and low-incame

children in Mllwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trentaon.

This is enough money for a good demonstration grant, to find out

what happens when chlldren with families with less money have

more of the same ch01ces of schools that people with money have.

I believe 1 know exactly what will happen. We know because

of our experience w1th the GI Bill. wWe know because of our

experience with federal grants and loans for college, which dne

of every two full t1me four year college students now have.

Consumer power creates opportunity and better schools for all

students. |

A new system ofistate and local GI Bills for children would

be a truly revolutlonary change for elementary and secondary
|

education in Amerlca. It causes controversy and concern because

it takes some rlsks.; Let me talk about some of those concerns:

1. Some will say this mixes up church and state because (it

wrong. This is aid tb families, not aid to institutions. It is

also good policy. No'one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU

or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congre
suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants ang guaranteed
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterlan

seminaries. I don'p hear an outcry because poor children who

attend Cathollc schrols get a free lunch paid for by federal|tax

payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the
| ;

voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care

center of their choice, public, private, or religious. we should

let government monef follow the child to any lawfully operating

School that the parent feels does the best job of helping th%

child. %

2. Some Will say letting parents choose will leave somel.
children behind -- I simply do not buy this idea that someone

cannot make a good dec151on just because he or she is poor. fThat

is the same thing 1 heard when we proposed day care vouchers for

poor families or whep we proposed that the poor own their homes

i
(
|

Let the poor own their own home, choose their own schools. Gilve

then help in standlng on their own two feet and building and
climbing their own ladder so that they can grab a share of the

I
American Dream. '

3. Some believe%that letting parents choose private schoo
will hurt public schogls -1 believe the opposite will happen
Look at what has happened to colleges and universities over the
last half century as a result of the enormous consumer power ma
available by the @I Blll and the Pell grants and student loans.
80 per cent of our college students attend public universities
|

| .

1ls

de

|
I
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and our public and private colleges together have become the best
in the world.

(I am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of choice. ]
And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help for a
GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee can build stronger public
schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to fund its own GI Bill for Children, about $45
million, 90% of the grant, would probably go to the education of
children in the publié schools. This would roughly double the
amount of federal aid from the Department of Education to the
Milwaukee public schools.

4. Some will say choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this, I
have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement pProgram. The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many times
that money alone is not the answer to our education problens.

The U.s. already spends more per student for schools than any

country in the world except Switzerland. We need revolutions,

not more money for more of the same.
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But making real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can
spend to create opportunity and change our schools. It is an
appropriate and promising method of federal support for
education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution
is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis
students. In the first Year, over 700 students were given
vouchers to attend any school of their choice. 1In Ssan Antonio,

‘:=;£§§%§§E%%%§?oundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum of
750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over
1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California, a proposed
ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every
school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards have sent children to private schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in

Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new
Choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending
in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one single
pProvider who assigns all except wealthy children to one specific
school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access to
the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for children in Milwaukee and in other cities
will move America inevitably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutions.
carry with them risks.

We need revolutions because our world is changing. [Janette
Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids -- or
for them, today. They know their children are growing up
differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored
because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African pProverb says, "It takes an
entire village to educate one child." We're all in this
together.

The parents with whom I met this morning know that America

can do whatever it wants to do. That if we can put missiles down
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smokestacks .and cap&ure a 4.5 million ton satellite in space, we

can create the best schools in the world for our children an

grandchildren. That we must change our schools to be the kind

country we want to Be, and if their children are going to have:
| .

the kind of life théy want them to have.

of

That changing éur schools will require several revolutions

|
at once. |

That is why with all the Governors we have created very

ambitious national éducation goals and a ten year community-qy-

community strategy tb reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. i is starting over, school by school, to

| .
Create a new generation of break-the-mold New American SchoolT—-

|
So students have choices among the best schools of the world
Some 700 design teamé have submitted proposals to do just that

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping

educators and others |create world-class standards and a voluntary

|
system of national examinations -- call them American Achievement

|
Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids a

schools are doing. |

Revolution No. 3iis getting the government off the teachers'
t

backs. Teachers don'f need a federal recipe book.

I

Revolution No. 4%is our state and local GI Bill for Childr

to get parents more iﬁvolved, to give them consumer power --
dollars to spend at tﬂe schools of their choice -- give them
muscle to help their ﬁids, to make all schools better.
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Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not
different than the problems people are having in every country in
the world today. We should also remember that we have more
capacity td solve our problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dream.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most important tg us, the principles that have bound us
together, our most enduring values. We have no Principles more
important than freedoﬁ, oéportunity and choi::i) We have no value
more enduring than the ide; that every Ameri should have the
opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already
have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the

American revolution or expand the American dream.

¥ # #
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I have just come from a working session with parents from
Milwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same dreams
all of us have. They want their kids to have a first-class
education. They know that a good education is absolutely
essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon
Williams: ["At his old school that was crowded, he used to get
So bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice Program in she-
Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any
more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the
Classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it
around.")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly
Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the
lead in helping [Janette Williams] realize her dreams for (Javon]
== Creating $2500 scholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so they could attend non-religious private
schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted to

see what would happen when children of poorer families have more
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of the same choices of schools that people with money already
have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
Pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and
the number of choices -- including religious schools -- that low-
income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution
in American education.

Today I am proposing that the federal government join that
revolution. I anm sending Congress legislation that would
authorize the spending of half billion new federal dollars to
help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
of middle and low-income families so they can have more of the
Same choices of all schools that families with money already
have.

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.

We have done this before and it has worked. we called it the GI
Bill.

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GT Bill
Creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bill -- the
college of our choice.

Diane Ravitch, the historian who is Now our assistant

secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most



|
; 3

successful piece of social legislation in our nation's history,n"

It created opportunlty for Americans who never would have had it;

at the end of world War II, only five percent of Americans had a

college degree. It gave our country a new generation of leaders.

The consumer powerllt gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the

college of their ch01ce == helped to create the best system of

colleges and unlver51t1es in the world.
We can do it agaln.

| .
Now that the COld War is over, I am calling on America. 1

lol

Create new state ané local GI bills for children -- to Creat
scholarships for chlldren of middle and low-income famllles at
their families can %se at the school of their choice. Just ag we
gave veterans consumer ‘Power that helped create the best system

of higher education ! nn the world, the federal government should

help 'state and local*governments and the private sector give
chlldren of middle and low-income families consumer power that

can help to create the best elementary and Ssecondary schools in

the world. i

I
These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice become

the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their
children. \ l
If we can put mi%siles down smokestacks, if our astronauts
can capture a 4.5 ton%satellite in space, then we can create the
best schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.
Specifically, I have asked Congress to appropriate a half

billion of dollars to help a number of state and local

|
|
|
|



income children could spend at any lawfully operating elementary
Or secondary school.

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaﬁkee Create $1,000 dollar scholarships for every child
of a family who makes less than the national median family
income, which is roughly $40,000 a Year for a family of four. 1If
Milwaukee applied for a grant to fund its own GI Bill for
Children, it could receive $50 million, enough to provide

scholarships for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income

families.

Milwaukee—could compete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units.
There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted -- must be permitted -- to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area -- public, private, and religious -- tg participate if
they choose.

The legislation that T am transmitting to Congress today
also permits Parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic programs that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the summers. T believe this jis one of the
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most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest
wastes is that our schools are Closed so much of the time when
children could be using them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our chance to
find out.

There is enough federal money in my proposal to provide
$1,000 dollar scholarships to all of the middle and low=-income
children in Milwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trenton.
This is enough money for a good demonstration grant, to find out
what happens when children with families with less money have
more of the same choices of schools that pPeople with money have.

I believe I know exactly what will happen. We know because
of our experience with the GI Bill. We know because of our
eXperience with federal grants and loans for college, which one
of every two full time four year college students now have.
Consumer power creates opportunity and better schools for all
students.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for children would
be a truly revolutionary change for elementary and secondary
education in America. It causes controversy and concern because
it takes some risks. Let me talk about some of those concerns:

1. Some will say this mixes up church and state because it
permits government money to go to religious schools -- that is
wrong. This is aid to families, not aid to institutions. Tt is

also good policy. No one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congress
suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteed
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian
seminaries. I don't hear an outcry because poor children who
attend Catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal tax
payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the
voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care
center of their choice, public, private, or religious. we should
let government money follow the child to any lawfully operating
school that the parent feels does the best job of helping the
child. '

2. Some will say letting parents choose will leave some.
children behind -- T simply do not buy this idea that someone
cannot make a good decision just because he or she is poor. That
is the same thing I heard when we proposed day care vouchers for
poor families or when we Proposed that the poor own their homes.
Let the poor own their own home, choose their own schools. Give
them help in standing on their own two feet and building and
climbing their own ladder so that they can grab a share of the

American Dream.

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private schools
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and our public and private colleges together have become the best
in the worild.

(I am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of choice. ]
And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help for a
GI Bill for children in Milwaukee can build stronger public
schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to fund its own GI Bill for Children, about $45
million, 90% of the grant, would probably go to the education of
children in the public schools. This would roughly double the
amount of federal aid from the Department of Education to the
Milwaukee public schools.

4. Some will say choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this, I
have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program. The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many times
that money alone is not the answer to our education problens.

The U.s. already spends more per student for schools than any

country in the world except Switzerland. We need revolutions,

not more money for more of the same.

299 When 1t rll alak vevolusibres QJ«E;, Loe're *1£€:k;ﬁiri'e»upwxmmad'—-
JN;? Parcats Tl powts over 'f[.."r L Aren's Cduce o, Aad 51-'-975:,2».&

Must R Support Erom e enrin c.om.m‘..:g = net just rﬁj.w.rnm.uf' or 7k education

C*tla\:ikw.



8

But making real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can
spend to create opportunity and change our schools. It is an
appropriate and promising method of federal support for
education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution
is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis
students. 1In the first Year, over 700 students were given

vouchers to attend any school of their choice. In San Antonio,

‘ —ﬁEE:EEEEﬁioundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum of
750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over
1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California, a proposed
ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every
school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards have sent children to private schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in
Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new
Choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending
in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one single
provider who assigns all except wealthy children to one specific
school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access to
the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee and in other cities
will move America inevitably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutions.
carry with them risks.

We need revolutions because our world is changing. [Janette
Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids -- or
for them, today. They know their children are growing up
differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored
because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African proverb says, "It takes an

entire village to educate one child." We're all in this

together. Th#t's why T hax repeatedly Called om all Americans o 1mitate +he example of

1Tose Poiaty of Li 1l Communiries across e w?_; e . AU Jreups, Tl businss parnust)

The parénts with whom I met this morning know that Americatfgjzzgm“!

: . . ‘ l L
can do whatever it wants to do. That 1f we can put missiles down ‘&r$“d°

T Create
extllet schorfs

I %<l Some oFfL-.
hene s Mcﬁ»’:,.
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smokestacks and capture a 4.5 million ton satellite in space, we
can create the best schools in the world for our children and
grandchildren. That we must change our schools to be the kind of
country we want to be, and if their children are going to have
the kind dr life they want them to have. _

That changing our schools will require several revolutions
at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have created very
ambitious national education goals and a ten year community-by-
community strateqgy to reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. 1 is starting over, school by school, to
Create a new generation of break-the-mold New American Schools--
so students have choices among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teams have submitted proposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a voluntary
system of national examinations -- call them American Achievement
Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids and
schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers'
backs. Teachers don't need a federal recipe book.

Revolution No. 4 is our state and local GI Bill for Children
to get parents more involved, to give them consumer power --
dollars to spend at the schools of their choice =-- give them

muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.
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Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not
different than the problems people are having in every country in
the world today. We should also remember that we have more
capacity to solve our problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dream.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most important to us, the principles that have bound us.
together, our most enduring values. We have no principles more
important than freedom, opportunity and choice. We have no value
more enduring than the idea that every American should have the
opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already
have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
American revolution or expand the American dream.

¥ # #
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of the same choices of schools that people with money already
have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
Pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and
the number of choices -- including religious schools -- that low-
income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution
in American education.

Vﬂij/ Today I am proposing that the federal government join that
<>+%VLL revolution. I am sending Congress legislation that would
u[Jw{,#’/authorize the spending of half billion new federal dollars to

VACLVFJhelp cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
\1 4 GOf middle and low-income families so they can have more of the

¢ i 2 i
(%J{A same choices of all schools that families with money already

pr‘ have.

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.
We have done this before and it has worked. we called it the GI
Bill.

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GT Bill
Creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the G Bill -- the
college of our choice.

Diane Ravitch, the historian who is now our assistant

secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most
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social legislation in our nation's histqry."

ity for Americans who never would have had it;

at the end of World War II, only f1ve percent of Americans Had a

College degree. It gave our country 4 new generation of leaders.

The consumer powver

it gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the

college of their cholce == helped to create the best system of

colleges and unlver51t1es in the world.
We can do it again.

Now that the Cold War is over, I am calling on America

Create new state and local GI bills for children -- to creat

scholarships for chi;&ren of middle and low-

their families can

gave veterans consumer power that helped create the best syst

of higher education in the world, the federal government shouy

help state and loc;

children of middle
can help to create
the world.

These dollars
the muscle parents

children.

If we can put missiles down smokestacks, if our astronauts

use at the school of their choice. Just

1 governments and the private sector give
and low-income families consumer power thal

r
the best elementary and Secondary schools

/
to spend at the schools of their choice be

need to create the best schools for their

income families T at

8. we

11d

in

Come

can capture a 4.5 ton satellite in Space, then we can create the

best schools in the

Specifically, I

billion of dollars to help a number of state and local

world for our children and grandchildren.

have asked Congress to appropriate a half
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governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle ang low-
income children could spend at any lawfully operating elementary
Or secondary school.

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukee create $1,000 dollar scholarships for every child
of a family who makes less than the national median family
income, which is roughly $40,000 a year for a family of four. 1f
Milwaukee applied for a grant to fund its own GI Bill for
Children, it could receive $50 million, enough to provide
scholarships for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income
families. - x
[ Milwaukeecould compete for the fEQgral dollars in a

Aemonstrati grant with other state or local governmental units

fThere are only ree conditions. First, in order to apply, the

==

Second,

amilies would “he permitted -- n t\be permitted -- to Spend the
$1000 federal schol k§hip at any pargiﬁipating school that they
believe best meets the\ﬁéeds of their child. Thi;g, the
overnmental unit must allow all lawfully Ooperating SChOOlS in

l
rhe area -- public, private, and religious -- to participate if

ﬁhey choose.

The legislation that T am transmitting to Congress today
also permits Parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic Programs that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the Summers. I believe this is one of the
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most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest
wastes is that our schools are Closed so much of the time when
children could be using them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the afterncon or
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our chance to
find out.

There is enough federal money in my proposal to provide
$1,000 dollar scholarships to all of the middle and low-income
children in Milwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trenton.
This is enough money for a good demonstration grant, to find out
what happens when children with families with less money have
more of the same choices of schools that pPeople with money have.

I believe I know exactly what will happen. We know because
of our experience with the GI Bill. We know because of our
experience with federal grants and loans for college, which one
of every two full time four year college students now have.
Consumer power Creates opportunity and better schools for all
students.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for children would
be a truly revolutionary change for elementary and Secondary
education in America. It causes controversy and concern because

it takes some risks. Let me talk about some of those concerns:

.Y 1. some will say this mixes up church ang state because it

‘permits government money to go to religious schools -- that is
wrong. This is aid to families, not aid to institutions. It is

also good policy. No one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congress
Suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteed
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian
seminaries. I don't hear an outcry because poor children who
attend Catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal tax
payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the
voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care
Center of their choice, public, private, or religious. we should
let government money follow the child to any lawfully operating
school that the pParent feels does the best job of helping the
child. ’

2. Some will say letting parents choose will leave some.
children behind -- I simply do not buy this idea that someone
cannot make a good decision just because he or she is poor. That

st the same thing I heard when wWe proposed day care vouchers for
poor families or when wWe proposed that the pPoor own their homes.

Let the poor own their own home, choose their own schools. Give



7
and our public and private colleges together have become the best
in the world.

(I am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of Choice. ]
And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help for a
GI Bill for children in Milwaukee can build stronger public
schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to fund its own GI Bill for Children, about $4s
million, 90% of the grant, would probably go to the education of
children in the publié schools. This would roughly double the
amount of federal aid from the Department of Education to the
Milwaukee public schools.

4. Some will say choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this, I
have put in this Proposed legislation pProvisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement Program. The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. Angd I have said many times
that money alone is not the answer to our education problems.

The U.s. already spends more per student for schools than any

country in the world eéXxcept Switzerland. we need revolutions,

not more money for more of the same.
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But making real changes that Create the best schools in the

world can require new investment.

local responsibility. But federal

Primarily that is a state|and

support for state and local

scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can

spend to create opportunity and change our schools. It is an

appropriate and Promising method of federal support for

education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution

is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,

began to offer tuition vouchers of

students. In the first Year, over

up to $800 to Indianapolis

700 students were given

vouchers to attend any school of their choice. In San Antonio,

EH CEO Foundatlon hgs earmarked 1.

5 million dollars in vouchers

for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum |of

750 dollars. The program will serve 840 chlldren, with over

1,000 children on a waiting list.

In California, a proposed

ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every

school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at

any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In

Vermont, school boards have sent children to private schools for

75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in

Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new

choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending

in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one single

provider who assigns all except wealthy children to one specific

| .
school, 'it is time we began thinking of a system of public

education with many, providers offering a marketplace of

opportunities that give all of our children choices ang access to

the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee and in other cities

will move America inevitably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutionsg:

carry with them risks.

We need revolutions because our worild is changing. [Janette

Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what

was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids -- or

for them, today. They know their children are growing up

differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored

because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homé&ork, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African Proverb says, "It takes

eﬁtire Village to educate one child." wWe're all in this

together.

The parents with whom I met thig morning know that Americ

can do whatever it wants to do. That if we can put missiles d

an

own
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smokestacks and capture a 4.5 million ton satellite in space, we
can create the best schools in the world for our children ang
grandchildren. That we must change our schools to be the kind of
country we want to be, and if their children are going to have

the kind of life they want them to have.

That changing our schools will require severail revolutionsg

at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have created very

ambitious national education goals and a ten yYear community-}

|
community strategy To reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. | is starting over, school by school, to

Create a new generation of hreak-the-mold‘New American Schoolge--

SO0 students have choices among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teams have submitted Proposals to do just that.
Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; heiping

educators and others Create world-class standards and a voluntary

sSystem of nationail examinations -- call them American Achievement

Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids anpd

schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers:

backs. Teachers don't need a federal recipe book.

Revolution No. 4 is our state and local GI Bill for children

to get parents more involved, to give them consumer power --

dollars to spend at the schools of their Cchoice -- give them

muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.
|

|
|
|



Many Americans

changing. We should remember the Problems we have are not

11

are anxious today, because the world is

different than the problems people are having in every country in

the worild today. we

should also remember that we have more |

capacity to solve our problems than any country in the world.

There has never

countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dr

We have done better

what is most important to us, the principles that have bound.

been a time in our history when more

realizing our dream when we have remembered
us .

together, our most enduring values.

important than freedaﬂ} opportunity and choice.

We have no Principles more

We have no value

more enduring than the idea that every American should have thae..

opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of

MilwaukeeAand citiéé-

the same opportunities for a first class education to childrer

with less money that
have.
I can think of n

American revolution o

state and local GI Bills for Children in

and towns across America will give more of

children from families with money already

othing that could do more to extend Ehe
r expand the American dream.

# ##
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I have just come from a working session with parents from
Milwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same dreams
all of us have. They want their kids to have a first-class
education. They know that a good education is absolutely
essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon
Williams: ["At his old school that was crowded, he used to get
SO bored he would walk out. Thanks to the Choice Program in the
Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any
more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the
Classroom after school. They took the eénergy and turned it
around.")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly
Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the
lead in helping (Janette Williams] realize her dreams for (Javon)
== Creating $2500 scholarshlp;%;pr 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so they eea&é}éttend non-religious private

schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted to

Peovide <
children of poorer families +vave more/
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wé%%he sSame choices of schools thatvpeople-wi%k=maH§¥:zi:zzd;iT

have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other

Milwaukee pusinesses were also in our meeting. They rez§2§é¥é, R SHIPS

Pledged $3 million to expand further the number of familiesVand
AVALARLE 7>

the number of choicesY -- including religious schools -= that low-

income Milwaukee families Hav%jr’ Lerserr—

THE EFATS 0 CHAE THE STATYS Qs EATION Srmny
~What—has—bean—happan4ng

in Milwaukeeﬂ A revolution

in American education. 7its

LeferT o CALL AR I
Today I a:zbg%?eeing-thaékthe federal governmentVjoin that
IKANS MU TG 7D

revolution. I am-ssn&iagACongress legislation that would

authorize the spending ofvhalf billion new federal dollars to

help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
Dﬁ?Oﬂ%fﬁmN0’7DiMA¢€
of middle and low-income families so they can have

T choices AT LWHhCH SpHore THER CHLL Wi ATEN Y S
frave

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.
We have done this before and it has worked. we called it the GI
Bill.

As World war II was coming to a Close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
Creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.

Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bill -- the

college of our choice.
A

Diane Ravitch, #he historian who is NOow our assistant

secretary of education, says that the GI Bil1l "was the most
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Successful piece of social legislation in our nation's history,.n»
It created opportunity for Americans who never would have had itp

at the end of World war 0 only five percent of Americans had a
Hetes Pewibe DAIML g g lovrmy's

a new generation of “leaders.
The consumer pewer/;i gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the

college degree. It

college of their choice -- helped to create the" best system of

colleges and unlvers1t1e§5*a—ehe—wes%djk_
E“*/wé can do it again.3

I am calling on America to

Create new state and local GI bills for children -- to create

p&scholarshlps for children of middle and low-income familjeg that

Ul%ﬂi eir families can use at the school of their choice. Just as we
506v|// s =t
GL( 4ﬁgave veterans consumer that helped create the best system
ﬂﬁw of higher education in the world, the federal government should
f‘w, Pesviye
help state and local governments and the private sector give
. WITH THe offotnmiry o mAte CHoltex
shé%dren—e;rmlddle and low-income families -Sensumer—power that
WLy 'S

can help to create theVbest elementary and Secondary schoolqgeé}’

43&=immi;?w

Tﬁ These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice become

the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children.

v

~Af our astronauts

can capture a 4.5 ton satellite in space, then we can create the

best schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.

Specifically,



4 e

s
governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle and low= A
income children could spend at any lawfully operatin elementary s
Or secondary school. vz

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukée Create $1,000 dollar scholarships for every child
of a family who makes less than the national median family
income, which is roughly $40,000 a year for a family of four. If

N

Milwaukee ébplied for aé%éé} to fund its own GI Bil] for

Children, ii could receive $50 million, enough to provide

scholarshipsg for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income

familie ﬁ&m47Vé'A§%§%L.&mEZN%%M7'

must allow all 1la ully operating schools in

the area -- pyblic, private, and/

they choose.

The legislation ghizjl am transmitting to Congress today
also permits Parents to use up to half of the thousand dollar#'5m5UH5ﬁm
for other academic Programs that might be offered after school,

During
on Saturdays, or & the Summers. I believe this is one of the
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S RRU O

3

lsyié is” enough ‘o ey for a good-demonstratiop grant, to find outjf’/
wha

it takes some risks. Let me talk about some of those concerns:

wrong. This is aid to families, not aid to instituﬁions. It is

5

EBUSNIY

most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest

wasteé is that our schools are closed so much of the tichwhe;a—

SPeve Ly
childre nr—eeutd—tbe- yging—them2 Many of the educators I see ‘

believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our chance tg
find out. ’
gere 1s enough fedexal money-in my proposal te provide
$1,000 ddllar scho ships to\all of the middle =nd low-iricome
chjidren in Wilwaukee and/}s/oth: cities the size \of renton.

happens_when ildrem” with familiexwith less mg ey

noxe of the same és of schoold that peqple-with money have.
CONFILENT |
OOl meg aan g\ amdn 3 0 What will hap 2N .
of our ekperieng€ with the GY. Bill. We Xnow becauge of
experience w{th federaligrants and lgans for éolleg-; vhich one

of eve two full~time #our Year College students” now have.

Consufier powsx/ creates opport ity and ketter ‘schools for all

udents.

!

A new system of state and local GI Bills for children would
be a truly revolutionary change for elementary and secondary
education in America. It causes controversy and concern because

IV TR dors o~ AdeRuATRY  ScHACATE
1. Some will say this mises—up church and state because it

permits government money, to go to religious schools -- that is

e — ol

also good policy. No one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congress
£Eeeelinvg-

suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteed
ATrEvd

student loans toVBaptist Colleges or even Presbyterian

seminaries. I don't hear an outcry because poor children who

attend catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal tax

payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the

voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care

center of their choice, public, private, or religiougiﬁ_ﬂg\should

let government money follow the child to any/iiwfully operatingf

school that the parent feels does the best job of helping the
child. ‘

2. Some will say letting parents choose will leave some.
children behind -- T simply do not buy this idea that someone
cannot make a good decision just because he or she is poor. That
is the same thing I heard when we pProposed day care vouchers for
poor families or when we proposed that the poor own their homes.
Let the poor own their own home, choose their own schools. Give
them help in standing on their own two feet and building and
climbing their own ladder so that they can grab a share of the
American Dream.

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private schools
will hurt public schools -- I believe the opposite will happen.

Look at what has happened to colleges and universities over the
Fands

last half century as a result of the-eae¥§9ﬁs=eans&ﬁer=§ewc;3made

available by the GI Bill and the Pell grants and student loans.

80 per cent of our college students attend Public universities
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and our public and privéte colleges together have become the best
in the worild. |

(I am giﬁﬂ/that Ho&ard ler, the S::igiﬁiendent of
Milwaukee schools is here oday. He is not afraid of choicg. ]

And II/9¢£fthat he sees'that this proposal for federal

scghools.

childyen in the public chools. This woald roughly double the
t of federal a;?/frqm the Dep
ilwaukee public scHools.

nt of Education to the-.

4. Some will say choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this, I
have put in this proposed leglslatlon Provisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.

5. There are severai points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a ney federal
entitlement program. Theifederal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many times
that money alone is not tpe answer to our education problems.
The U.S. already spends more per student for schools than any
country in the world except Switzerland. We need revolutions,

] I
not more money for more of the same.
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But making real changes that Create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can
ﬁopend—es%éfeﬁte opportunity and changéc;ur schools. It ig an
appropriate and promising method of federal support for
education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution
is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition véuchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis
students. In the first year, over 700 students were given
vVouchers to attend any school of their choice. 1In san Antonio,

‘:==£§§%§E=E§§§Foundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum of
750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over
1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California, a proposed
ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every
school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards have sent children to private schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in

Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new
choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending
in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one single
provider who assigns all except wealthy children to one specific
school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access to
the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for Childrenain—H44waukae=and=ia=e£hor—eit§e;:r‘

will move America inevitably in that direction.

e are riskKs, bu
M

We need revolutions because our world is changing. [Janette

Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids -- or
for them, today. They know their children are growing up

differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are boredm

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more

attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African proverb says, "It takes an
entire village to educate one child." We're all in this

together.

The parents with whom I met this morning know that America

Ateve T3 LLEwTEsT ASPIeATIONS
can d9—wha%evef—&%—wants—te—é;? <mhat_iﬁ—we_can_put—m;ss%}es~dow;3/



\smokeatacks~aad_captu;e—a—475—miiiion—ton—sateiifte—in—spac:?-!g

can create the best schools in the world for our children and
grandchildren. 'ThgirQe must change our schools to be the kind of

country we want to be, and if-their children are—going—to—have™

A ADEVE AV FuFiuunt
“+he—kind—ef lifqDthay:uznt:thalzte—hauzzr\

-4%a§2§hanqing our schools will require several revolutions
at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have Created very
ambitious national education goals and a ten Year community-by-
community strategy to reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. 1 is starting over, school by school, to
Create a new generation of break-the-mold New American Schoolg=-
so students have choices among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teams have submitted pProposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a voluntary
system of national examinations -- call them American Achievement
Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids and

schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers'

backs. Teachers don't need & federal reeipe—beook. S7ET
Revolution No. 4 is our state and local GI Bill for Children
i i T s
to get parents more involved, to give them consumer pewer -- /

dollars to spend at the schools of their choice —-*géve;ghsns;—
AﬂHEﬂiF%%ﬁhﬁ%@:tﬁEit:ki::I#tO make all schools better.
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Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is

CHAULGVEES e
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not

different than -the/-p%"people are having in every country in
the world today. We should also remember that we have more
rd SowTLorR To THESE CHAUENEET

capacity to seilve-our—problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dream.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most important to us, the principles that have bound us.
together, our most enduring values. We have no principles more
important than freedom, opportunity and choice. We have no value
more enduring than the idea that every American should have the:
opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in

-Hi%waukee=a;§};ities and towns across America will give more of

the same opportunities for a first class education to children
WEALTHER.
with less money that children fromYfamilies with:none;fglready

have.
I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
American revolution or expand the American dream.

¥ £ #
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I have just comé from a working session with parents from
| .

Milwaukee. Their drFams for their children are the same drears

all of us have. The& want their kids to have a first-class
education.. They kno% that a good education is absolutely
essential to making % good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son JavoT

Williams: ["At his old school that was crowded, he used to g?t

so bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice program in the

C

Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any

more, he's doing his 'homework and even helping clean up the

classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it

around. ")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly

Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the

lead in héiping [Jane%te Williams] realize her dreams for [(Javon]

-- creating $2500 scholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from

— §
low-income families so they could attenglnon:;;zzggéﬁgzyrivate

schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted

to

see what would happen|when children of poorer families have more
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of the same choices lof schools that people with money already,

have.

Representatives of the Bfadley Foundation and several ot]

Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently

her

pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and

the number of choices -- including religious schools -- that

income Milwaukee families have.

low=-

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution

in American education.

Toda} I am proposing that the federal government join that
revolution. I am sending Congress legislation that would
authorize the-spendlng of half billion new federal dollars to
help cities 1like Mllwaukég give $1,000 scholarships to children

of middle and low-income families so they can have more of the

N

same choices of all schools that families with money already

have.

This revolution |is in the greatest American tradition.

We have done this before and it has worked.

Bill. |

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
creating scholarships| that veterans could spend at any college|

Most of my generation|went to college on the GI Bil]l -- the

college of our choicel

. . | . . . .
Diane Ravitch, the historian who is now our assistant

secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most

We called it the

GI
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| ! '
. L. . . . . .
successful ﬁlece of social legislation in our nation's histo

| .

It created opportunity for Americans who never would have had |it;

at the end of World War II, only five percent of Americans had a

college degfee. It gave our country a new generation of lead 8.

|
Thé(égnsumer power;it gave veterans -- dollars to spend at th

college of their choice»-- helped to create the best system of
colleges and universities in the world. |

We can do it again.

Now that the Cold War is over, I am calling on America to

Create new state and [local GI bills for children -- to create

scholarships for children of middle and low-income families that

their families can use at the school of their choice. Just as|we

gave veterans consumer power that helped create the best SYSteT
of higher education in the world, the federal government shoul?
help state and ldcal governmeﬁts and the private sector give
children of middle anT low-income families consumer power that

can help to create the best elementary and secondéry schools in

the world.

These dollars to|spend at the schools of their choice bec?me

the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children.

~
If we can putié}ssiles down smokestafégi if our astronauts

can capture a 4.5 ton jsatellite in space, then we can Create thF

best schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.

Specifically, I have asked Congress to appropriate a half

|
billion of dollars to help a number of state and local
1

|
I
|
|
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governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle and low-
income children could!spend at any lawfully operating elemeﬁtary
or secondary school.
For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukee create $1,000 dollar scholarships for every child
of a family who makes less than the national mediarn family
income, which is roughly $40,000 a Year for a family of four. |If
Milwaukee applied for |a grant to fund its own GI Bill for
Children, it could receive $50 million, enough to provide

scholarships for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income

families. ]

Milwaukee—could cFmpete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units

There are only three c?nditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to|families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted -- must 5e permitted -- to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the

governmental unit must |allow all lawfully operating schools in

the area -- public, pr;vate, and religious -- to participate if

they choose. :
The legislation that I am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars

for other academic programs that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the| summers. I believe this is one of the




|

i
bk

wastes is that our séhools are closed so much of the time when
R—

children could be using them. Many of the educators T see

. Ayt

R

most powerful parts bf the legislation; One of our greatest |
| "%_(/——
|

b,

believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or

on Saturday children

find out.

There is enough

$1,000 dollar scholaqships to all of the middle and low-incom

l

children in Milwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trenton.

I:This is enough money
what happens when chi
more of the same choi

I believe I know

of our experience wit

would flock to them.

federal money in my proposal to provide

for a good demonstration grant, to find out
ldren with families with less money have
ces of schools that people with money have

exactly what will happen.

This is our chance |to

Tk

We know becauge

h the GI Bill. We know because of our

experience with federal grants and loans for college, which on

of every two full timL four year college students now have.

fcetin

A"students.

A new system of state and

I _
be a truly revolutionary change for elementary and secondary

education in America.

it takes some risks.

1. Some will say this mixes up church

h/(_:onsumer pow'e‘f) creates opportunity and better schools for all

It causes controversy and concern because

Let me talk about some of those concerns:

permits government moﬁey to go to religious

wrong. This is aid t# families, not aid to

also good policy. No

one told the GIs they

local GI Bills for children would

schools -- that is

institutions.

and state because it

It is

couldn't go to SMU or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congr

suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteéd
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian

seminaries. I don't hear an outcry because poor children who

attend catholic schoJls get a free lunch paid for by federal tax

payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the

voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care

center of their choice, public, private, or religious. We sho

let government money follow the child to any lawfully operatin

school that the parent

L feels does the best job of the

child.~Ns=

2. Some Will say letting parents choose will leave some.

children behind -- I Timply do not buy this idea that someone
cannot make a good decision just because he or she is poor ./ Th
is the same thing I heard when we proposed day care vouchers fo

poor families or when we proposed that the poor own their homes

Let the poor own their
them help in standing bon their own two feet and building and

climbing their own ladder so that they can grab a share of the

American Dream. |

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private schoo]

: !
will hurt public schools -- T believe the opposite will happen.
Look at what has happened to colleges and universities over the

last- half century as airesult of the enormous consumer power mad

available by the GI Bill and the Pell grants and student loans.

80 per cent of our college students attend public universities

own home, choose their own schools. GivF

1d

1ls

le
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and our public and ﬁrivate colleges together have become the best

in the world.
(I am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of

Milwaukee schools is| here today. He is not afraid of choice.]

And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help for a

GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee can build stronger public

schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of

children attend publ%c schools. If Milwaukee applied for and

received a grant to %und its own GI Bill for Children, about $45

million, 90% of the érant, would probably go to the education |of
|

children in the public schools. This would roughly double the
amount of federal aid ffom the Department of Education to the.
Milwaukee public schools.’

4. Some will sJy choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that theré can be no question about this,
have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal ant
discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First,
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program. The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many ti
that money alone is not the answer to our education problens.

The U.S. already spends more per student for schools than any

country in the world except Switzerland. We need revolutions,

not more money for more of the same.




8

But makin§ real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. frimarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle and low-income families ca

spend to create opportunity and change our schools. Tt is an

appropriate and promising method of federal support for

education.

Milwaukee is not| the only place in America this revolution

is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company

began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis

students. In %the first year, over 700 students were given

vouchers to attend any school of their choice. In San Antonio,

e, e o . .
the CEO Foundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of-ényvchild's school tuition, up to a maximum df

750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over

1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California, a proposed

ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every

school age child in thg state. Scholarships could be redeemed ht
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards| have sent children to private schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in
Derry, is a private sc?ool with most of its students paid for bﬁ

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new

choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending

in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one singile

provider who assigns all except'wealthy children to one specific

school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public

education with many providers offering a marketplace of

opportunities that give all of our children choices and acces# to

the best education in the world.
The GI Bill for Fhildren in Milwaukee and in other cities
will move America ine?itably in that direction.
There are risks,%but we need revplutions and revolutions..

carry with them risksL

We need revolutions because our world is changing. [Janette

Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education %of them isn't enough for their kids -- or
for fhem, today. They know their children are growing up
differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored
because schools are iq a time warp, designed for another age.
They also know th%y.have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the h%mework, turn off the television. That
it's not ju§t teachers? as the African proverb says, "It takes
entire village to educ%te one child." We're all in this

together.

The parents with &hom I met this morning know that America
|

an

can do whatever it wanés to do. That if we can put missiles dan
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smokestacks and capﬂure a 4.5 million ton satellite in space,
|

can create the best schools in the world for our children and

grandchildren. That| we must change our schools to be the kin

country we want to b%, and if their children are going to have:

the kind of life the& want them to have.
!

That changing o#r schools will require several revolutions

|
!
I
That is why witﬁ all the Governors we have created very

at once.

ambitious national e&ucation goals and a ten year community-by
community strategy tq reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. ﬁ is starting over, school by school, to
Create a new'generati%n of break-thefmo;d’New American Schoolsg
so students have choi?es among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teamslhave submitted proposals to do just that

Revolution No. Ziis changing what we teach; helpiﬂg
educators and others éreate world-class standards and a volunta

system of national examinations -- call them American Achievem?

Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids and

schools are doing. {

|
Revolution No.

backs. Teachers don'tlneed a federal recipe book.

Revolution No.
to get parents more in&olved, to give them consumer power --
dollars to spend at thL schools of their choice -- give them

muscle to help their k%ds, to make all schools better.

we

of

ry
nt

3]is getting the government off the teacher%'

4 Fs our state and local GI Bill for Children

|
|
|
|
|
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ﬁany Americans gre}anxious foday, because the world is
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not
different than the problems people are having in every country in
the world today. Wg should also remember that wé have more-
cgpacity to solve ouf problems than any country in the world.
There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dream.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most importaqt to us, the principles that have bound. us.
together, our most egduring values. We have no principles more
important than freedop, oppbrtunity and choice. We have no value
more enduring than thL idea that every american should have tha-

opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of Ftate and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across Amerlca will give more oE
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already
have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
Americah revolution or expand the American dream.

# F #
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I have just come from a working session with parents from
Milwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same dreams
all of us have. They want their kids to have a first-class
education. They knoé that a good education is absoiutely
essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon
Williams: (["At his o0ld school that was crowded, he used to get
so bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice program in the
Milwaukee he's at a new school. He's not doing those things any
more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the
classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it
around. ")

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly
Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the
lead in helping [Janette Williams)]) realize her dreams for [Javon]
-- cgeating-Gesed’gaholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so they could attend nen-&eligieu;TS}ivate
schools. Governor Thompson and Representative Williams wanted to

see what would happen when children of poorer families have more
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of the same choices of schools that -pecpie—with-meney already
have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and
the number of choices =-- including religious schools — that low-
income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution

in American education.
Today I am proposing that the federal governmentﬂsoi

revolution. I am sending Congress legislation thatihould

authorize the spending of half billion new federal dollars to

help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children

oﬂ-\r ds o~ el mwu«#l’q
of middle and low-income families so -t ; :

C)A W /
same choices ef™a¥i=sehaals tha am es wWith money already

have.

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.

We have done this before and it has worked. We called it the GI
Bill.

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bill -- the
college of our choice.

Biane Raviteh,—the-histerian-who-is-noew-our-assistant—
seeretaryof education;—says-that _the.Cl-Bidd-"ywae the nMostr
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eucooegtu!'p!!E!'3T'!UEE!&'1!gT!Tue*un-én-ou-nttion*s—h*stury.'

T 6L b A _
ifrcreated opportunity for Americans who never would have had it;

at the end of World War II, only five percent of Americans had a
college degree. It gave our country a new generation of leaders.
The consumer power it gave veterans -- dollars to spend at the
college of their choice -- helped to create the best syéten of
colleges and universities in the world.

We can do it again.

7

™ ’}

6T bills for chilq;nu”::'to create
’_f'“ = -
j children of middle a ow-income fami fggd:;::”
families can use at th ool of their gh6fé£fp*j;st as we

gave veterans consumer power that helped create the best system

~am-€alling on Americ® to

of higher education in the world, the federal government should

help state and local governments and the private sector give
glsTHTon

ehildren-ef middle and low-income familiesxconsumer power that

can help to create the best elementary and secondary schools in

the world.

These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice become
the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their
children.

If we can put missiles down smokestacks, if our astronauts
can capture a 4.5 ton satellite in space, then we can create the

best schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.

Specifi ly/, I have a Congress to ap iate a half
bi¥Tion of dollars™to help a numbe tate ;izojgcai’/y,
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governments q;gat€”§27330 scholarships that-middle and low- __ ~
_~ o N e

::::Es,cﬁfldren could spend agwgn?“iiwfully operatiﬁg elementary
.ﬁf“

secondary school. ,,f”&
<
For example, thetg/négﬁkederal do{};rlf}ould help ty

Chiddren, it cowld receive $50 llion, enoughto provide

Cholarships /for 50,000 children from middleé and low-income

families. .
4@ e/ ormp W

gﬁilwauke uld compete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units.
There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. sSecond,
families would be permitted -- must be permitted -- to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area -- public, private, and religious -- to participate if
they choose.

The legislation that I am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic programs that might be offered after school,

on Saturdays, or in the summers. I believe this is one of the
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most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest
wastes is that our schools are closed so much of the time when
children could be using them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our chance to
find out. -

There is enough federal money in my proposal to provide
$1,000 dollar scholarships to all of the middle and low-income
children in Milwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trenton.
This is enough money for a good demonstration grant, to find out
what happens when children with families with less ﬁbney have
more of the same choices of schools that people with money have.

Siin L En
I believe-IT know exactly what will happen. We know because

of our experience with the GI Bill. We know because of our

experience with federal grants and loans for college, which one

of every two full time four year college students now have

Consumer power creates opportunity and better schools for all

A new system of state and local GI Bills for children would

students.

be a truly revolutionary change for elementary and secondary
education in America. It causes controversy and concern because
it takes some risks. tLet me talk about some of those concerns:
1. Some will say this mixes up church and state because it
permits government money to go to religious schools -- that is
wrong. This is aid to families, not aid to institutions. It is

also good policy. No one told the GIs they couldn't go to SMU or
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Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard Congress
suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and guaranteed
student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian
seminaries. I don't hear an_::;i;y because poor children who

howe
attend Catholic schools -get—a—f¥®8& lunch paid for by federal tax
payers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the

voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care
center of their choice, public, private, or religious. We should
let government money follow the child to any lawfully operating

school that the parent feels does the best job of helping the

child. i

2. Some will say letting parents choose will leave some.
children behind -- I simply do not buy this idea that someone
cannot make a good decision just because he oﬁéfhe is poor. That
is the same thing I heard when we proposed care vouchers for
‘peer famllles or when we proposed that the poor own their homes.

\\cg cp,;& T v cdu R can
Let the-poor own their own home, Achoose their own schools. Give
them help in standing on their own two feet and building and
climbing their own ladder so that they can grab a share of the
American Dream.

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private schools
will hurt public schools -- I believe the opposite will happen.
Look at what has happened to colleges and universities over the
last half century as a result of the enormous consumer power made

available by the GI Bill and the Pell grants and student loans.

80 per cent of our college students attend public universities
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and our public and private colleges together have become the best
in the world.

(I am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of choica.])
And I hope that he sees that this proposal for federal help for a
GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee can build stronger pﬁblic
schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to fund its own G; Bill for Children, about - $485
didliony 90% of the grant, 1uutu:;¥ihah&y go to the education of
children in the public schools. This would roughly aouble the

amount of federal aid from the Department of Education to the

Milwaukee public schools - - bott T wet®  lfo ehrnen c ygﬁu@

4. Some will say choice could be the door to racial
discrimination -- so that there can be no question about this, I
have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal anti-
discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program. The federal government can not afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many times
that money alone is not the answer to our education problems.

The U.S. already spends more per student for schools than any

country in the world except Switzerland. We need revolutions,

not more money for more of the same.
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But making real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle and low-income families can
epend=to-create opportunity and change our schools. It is an
appropriate and promising method of federal support fof
education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this revolution
is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Inéianapolis
students. 1In the first year, over 700 students were given
vouchers to attend any school of their choice. In san Antonio,

_===£§§%§§E%%%§?oundation has earmarked 1.5 million dollars in vouchers
for up to half of any child's school tuition, up to a maximum of
750 dollars. The program will serve 840 children, with over
1,000 children on a waiting list. 1In California, a proposed
ballot initiative would provide a voucher scholarship for every
school age child in the state. Scholarships could be redeemed at
any public or private school that chooses to participate. 1In
Vermont, school boards have sent children to private schools for
75 years. The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in

Derry, is a private school with most of its students paid for by

area school boards.
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Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new
choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending
in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of pPublic schools run by one single
provider vho assigns all except wealthy children to one specific
school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access to
the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for children in Milwaukee and in other cities
will move America 1nev1tably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutions.
carry with them risks.

We need revolutions because our world is changing. [Janette
Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids -- or
for them, today. They know their children are growing up
differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored
because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African proverb says, "It takes an
entlre village to educate one child." We're all in this
together.

The parents witﬁxwhom I met this morning kney that Amerls,

can &6 whatever it wants to do:  That if we can éwp m15511e?;down
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smokesE,éks and capture 2 4.5 million ton satellite in space, we
can 5t§ate the best schoéls in the world for our children and
gr dchildren. That wc must change our schools to be the kind of
un we want to be,{:fi»if their children are g ingﬁto have
the kind of life they want them to have. _

That changing our schools will require several rerlutions
at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have created very
ambitious national education goals and a ten year community-by-
community strategy to reach those goals called AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. I is starting over, school by séhool, to
Create a new generation of break-the-mold’ New American Schoolg--
80 students have choices among the best schools of the world.
Some 700 design teams have submitted proposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a voluntary
System of national examinations -- call them American Achievement
Tests -- so parents and communities can tell how their kids and
schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers'
backs. Teachers don't need a federal recipe book.

Revolution No. 4 is our state and local GI Bill for Children
to get parents more involved, to give them consumer power --
dollars to spend at the schools of their choice -- give them

muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.
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Many Americans are anxious today, because the worlg is
changing. We should remember the problems we have are not
different than the problems people are having in every country in
the world today. We should also remember that we have more
capacity to solve our problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American dream.
We have done better realizing our dream when we have remembered
what is most important to us, the principles that have bound ug
together, our most enduring values. We have no principles more
important than freedonm, opportunity and choice. We~have no value
more enduring than the idea that évery American should have the
opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already
have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
American revolution Or expand the American dream.

¥ ¥ #
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GI_BILL FOR CHILDREN

(President would make these first few paragraphs of these

extemporaneously based upon what he sees and hears at

the working session with Milwaukee citizens.)

comments

I have just come from a working session with parents from

Mi Iwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the

same
dreams all of us have.

They want their kids to have a

first-class education. They know that a good education is

absolutely essential to making a good living, making a good life

Here is what [Janette Williams] told me about her son [Javon
Williams)]: [At his old school that was crowded, he used to get

so bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice program in

Milwaukee he's at a new school. He’s not doing those things any

more, he's doing his homework and even helping clean up the

classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it

around. "]

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly

Williams were also in our working session, They have taken the
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lead in helping [Janette Williams] realize her dreams for
[Javon]-- creating $2,500 scholarships for 1,000 Mi lwaukee
children from low-income families so they could attend
non-religious private schools. Governor Thompson and
Representative Williams wanted to see what would happen when
children of poor families have more of the same choices of

schools that people with money already have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
pledged $3 million to expand further the number of families and
the number of choices--including religious schools--that low-

income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a revolution

in American education.

Today 1 am proposing that the federal government join that
revolution. I am sending Congress legislation that would
authorize the spending of a half-billion new federal dollars to
help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
of middle- and low-income families, so they can have more of the
same choices of all schools that families with money already

have,

This revolution is in the greatest American tradition.
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We have done this before and it has worked.

We called it the GI Bill,

As World War I1 was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bill-- the

college of our choice.

Diane Ravitch, the historian who is now our assistant
secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most
successful piece of social legislation in our nation's history."
It created opportunity for Americans who never would have had it;
at the end of World War 11, only 5 per cent of Americans had a
college degree. It gave our country a new generation of leaders.
The consumer power it gave veterans--dollars to spend at the
college of their choice--helped to create the best system of

colleges and universities in the world.

We can do it again.

Now that the Cold War is over, [ am calling on America to
create new state and local GI bills for children--to create
scholarships for children of middle- and low-income families that

their families c¢an use at the school of their choice. Just as we
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gave veterans consumer power that helped to create the best
system of higher education in the world, the federal government
should help state and local governments and the private sector
give children of middle- and low-income families consumer power

than can help to create the best elementary and secondary schools

in the world.

These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice become

the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children.

If we can put missiles down smokestacks, if our astronauts
can capture a 4.5 ton satellite in space, then we can create the

best schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.

Specifically, I have asked Congress to appropriate a
half-billion dollars to help a number of state and local
governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle- and low-
income children could spend at any lawfully operating elementary

or secondary school.

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukee create $1,000 schol ips for every child of a
family who s less than the Mationa dian family income,

which is/roughly $40,000 a year fora family of foux, If
Milwaukee applied for a grant to fund its own GI Bill for
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Children, it could receive $50 million, enough to provide
scholarships for 50,000 children from middle- and low-income

families.

Milwaukee could compete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units.
There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted--must be permitted--to spend the
$1,000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child.  Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area--public, private, and religious--to participate if they

choose.

' The legislation that I am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic programs that might be offered after school,
on Saturdays, or in the summers. I believe this is one of the
most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest
wastes is that our schools are closed so much of the time when
children could be using them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or

on Saturday children would flock to them., This is our chance to

find out.
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There is enough’federal money in my pro al to provide
$1,000 scholarships to all of the middle-and low-income chzldren
in Milwaukee and 45 qther cities the size of Trenton. This is
-enough money for a g%od demonstration grant, to find out what
happens when childre@ with families with less money have more pf

the same choices skhools that people with money have.

I believe 1 kno@ exactly what will happen. We know because
of our experiencg-wi%h the GI Bill, We know bepause of our
experience with fedeqal grants and loans for college, which one
of every two full :iﬁe four year college students now have.
Consumer power creatés opportunity and better schools for all

students. |
i
A new system of state and local GI Bills for children wopld

i .
be a truly revelutionary change for elementary and secondary
education in America.! It causes controversy and concern because

it takes some risks. @Let me talk about some of those concernst

i

|
1, Some will say this mixes up church and state because it

permits government méney to go to religious schools--thaf is
wrong. This is aid ﬂo families, not aid to institutions. Tt is
also good policy. NA one told the GIs they couldn’t go to SMJ or
Notre Dame or Yesh:va:or Berea or Fisk. I haven't heard

'Congress suggesting {hat students stop taking Pell grants and

guaranteed student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian

|
I,
|
|
|
|
i
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seminaries. I don't hear an outcry because poor children who
attend Catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal
taxpayers. And I don't think Congress is about to repeal the
voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care
center of their choice, public, private or religious. We should
let government money follow the child to any lawfully operating
school that the parent feels does the best job of helping the
child.

2, Some will say letting parents choose schools will
leave some children behind--1 simply do not buy this idea that
someone cannot make a good decision just because he or she is
poor. That is the same thing I heard when we proposed day care
vouchers for poor families, or when we proposed thgt the poor own
their own homes. Let the poor own their own home, choose their
own schools. Give them help in standing on their own two feet
and building and climbing their own ladder so that they can

grab a share of the American Dream.

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private
schools will hurt public schools-- I believe the opposite will
happen. Look at what has happened to colleges and universities
over the last half century as a result of the enormous consumer
power made available by the GI Bill and the Pell grants and
student loans. 80 per cent of our college students attend

public universities and our public and private colleges together
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have become the best in the world.

[T am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of

Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of choice.]
And I hope that [he] sees that this proposal for federal help for
a GI Bill for Children in Milwaukes can build stronger public
schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public schools. If Milwaukee applied for and
received a grant to fund its own GI Bill for Children, about 45
million dollars, 90% of the grant, would probably go to the

education of children in the public schools. This would roughly
4_:%7 double the amount of federal aid from the Department of Education

to the Milwaukee public schools.

4. Some will say choice could open the door to racial
diserimination. So that there can be no question about this,

I have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal

anti-discrimination laws.

. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program. The federal government cannot afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many
times that money alone is not the answer to our education
problems., The U.S. already spends morep er student for schools

than any country in the world except Switzerland. We need
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revolutions, not more money for more of the same.

But making real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle-and low-income families can

_create opportunity and change our schools. appropriate
?’ PP y g pprop

and promising method of federal support for education.

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this

revolution is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, the Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis

students. In the first year, over 700 students were given

vouchers to attend any school of theizfizizggz::>
*

In San Antonio, the CEO Foundation has earmarked 1.5 million
dollars in vouchers for up to half of any child’'s school tuition,
up to a maximum of 750 dollars. The program will serve 840

children, with over 1,000 children on a waiting list.

In California, a proposed ballot initiative would provide 2
voucher scholarship for every school age child in the state.
Scholarships couid be redeemed at any public or private school

that chooses to participate.
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In'Vermont, school boards have sent children to private

schools for 75 years.

The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in Derry,
is a private school with most of its students paid for by area

school boards.

Overall, in 1991, ten states approved some form of new
choice legislation, and 37 states had choice legislation pending

in one form or another.

Instead of thinking just of public schools run by one single
provider who assigns all except wealthy children to on specific
school, it is time we began thinking of a system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access

to the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee and in other cities

will move America inevitably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need revolutions and revolutions

carry with them risks.

We need revolutions because our world is changing. / [Janette

10
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Williams] and the parents I visited with this morning know what
was enough education for them isn't enough for their kids--or
for them, today. They know their children are growing up
differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored
because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it's not just teachers, as the African proverb says, "It takes an
entire village to educate one child." We're all in this

together.

The parents with whom I met this morning know that America
can do whatever it wants to do. That if we can put missiles
down smokestacks and capture a 4.5 ton satellite in space, we
can create the best schools in the world for our children and
grandchildren.  That we must change our schools to be the kind
of country we want to be, and if their children are going to have

the kind of. life they want to them to have.

That changing our schools will require several

revolutions at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have created very

ambitious national education goals and a ten

year-community-by-community strategy to reach those goals called

11
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AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. 1 is starting over, school by school, to
create a new generation of break-the-mold New American Schools--
so students have choices among the best schools in the world.

Some 700 design teams have submitted proposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a
voluntary system of national examinations--call them American
Achievement Tests-- so parents and communities can tell how
their kids and schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers

backs. Teachers don't need a feder ook.

“recipe
Revolution No. 4 is our state and local Gi Bill for Children

to get parents more involved, to give them consumer

power--dollars to spend at the schools of their choice---give

them muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.

Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is

changing.

We should remembe@

than the problems people are having in/&very country in the world

12
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today.

We should also remember that we have more capacity to solve

our problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American

Dream.

We have done better realizing our dream when we have
remembered what is most important to us, the principles that have

bound us together, our most enduring values.

We have no principles more important than freedom,

opportunity and choice.

We have no value more enduring that the idea that every

American should have the opportunity for a first class education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in
Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children

with less money that children from families with money already

have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the

13
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American revolution or expand the American dream.
#i
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BY THE PRESIDENT.
WI TATE AND

GI BILL FOR CHIIDREN

(DRAFT 17 June '92)

(President would make these first few paragraphs of these

comments extemporaneously based upon what he sees and hears at

the working session with Milwaukee citizens.)

I have just come from a working session with parents from

Mi lwaukee. Their dreams for their children are the same

dreams all of us have. They want their kids to have a

first-class education. They know that a good education is

absolutely essential to making a good living, making a good life.

Here is what Janette Williams told me about her son Javon

Williams: [At his old school that was crowded, he used to get so

bored he would walk out. Thanks to the choice program in

Milwaukee he’s at a new school. He’s not doing those things any

more, he’s doing his homework and even helping clean up the

classroom after school. They took the energy and turned it

around. "]

Governor Tommy Thompson and state Representative Polly

Williams were also in our working session. They have taken the



lead in helping [Janette_W_illiams] realize her dreams for
[Javon]-- creating $2500 scholarships for 1,000 Milwaukee
children from low-income families so they could attend
non-religious private schools. Governor Thompson and
Representative Williams wanted to see what would happen when
children of poor families have more of the same choices of

schools that people with money already have.

Representatives of the Bradley Foundation and several other
Milwaukee businesses were also in our meeting. They recently
pledged $3 million to expand further the number of number of
families and the number choices--including religious

2. schools--that low-income Milwaukee families have.

What has been happening in Milwaukee is truly a

in American education.
27

Today I am proposing that the federal government join that
~ '\—L

revolutio I am sending Congress legislation that would

{

authorize the spending of a half billion new federal dollars to
help cities like Milwaukee give $1,000 scholarships to children
of middle- and low-income families so they can have more of the

same choices of all schools that families with money already

This@ is in the greatest American tradition.

3 have.



We have done this before and it has worked.
We called it the GI Bill.

As World War II was coming to a close, 48 years ago this
week, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the GI Bill
creating scholarships that veterans could spend at any college.
Most of my generation went to college on the GI Bill-- the

college of our choice.

Diane Ravitch, the historian who is now our assistant
secretary of education, says that the GI Bill "was the most
successful piece of social legislation in our nation’s history."
It created opportunity for Americans who never would have had
it; at the end of‘“brlc?/“kr IT, only 5 per cent of Americans
had a college degree. It gave our country a new generation of
leaders. The consumer power it gave veterans--dollars to spend
at the college of their choice--helped to create the best system

of colleges and universities in the world.
7
&jAﬁAL/
We can do(i) again.

Now that the Cold War is over, I am calling on America to
create new state and local GI bills for children--to create
scholarships for children of middle- and low-income families that
their families can use at the school of their choice. Just as we

gave veterans consumer power that helped to create the best
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system of higher educatipn in the world, the federal government
should help state and local governments and the private sector
give children of middle- and low-income families consumer power
than can help to create the best elementary and secondary schools

in the world.

These dollars to spend at the schools of their choice become
the muscle parents need to create the best schools for their

children.

If we can put missiles down smokestacks, if our astronauts
can capture a satellite in space, then we can create the best

schools in the world for our children and grandchildren.

Specifically, I have asked Congress to appropriate a
half billion dollars to help a number of state and local
governments create $1,000 scholarships that middle- and low-

2
income children could spend at any’operating elementary

or secondary school.

For example, these new federal dollars would help a city
like Milwaukee create $1,000 scholarships for every child of a
family who makes less than the median family income, which is
about $40,000 a year. In Milwaukee, this would mean that about
23,000 children--or about 70 per cent of all the children in

Mi lwaukee--would receive $1,000 scholarships.



g

Milwaukee could compete for the federal dollars in a
demonstration grant with other state or local governmental units.
There are only three conditions. First, in order to apply, the
governmental unit would have to take substantial steps to provide
a choice of schools to families within its jurisdiction. Second,
families would be permitted--must be permitted--to spend the
$1000 federal scholarship at any participating school that they
believe best meets the needs of their child. Third, the
governmental unit must allow all lawfully operating schools in
the area--public, private, and religious--to participate if they i

choose.

The legislation that I am transmitting to Congress today
also permits parents to use up to half of the thousand dollars
for other academic programs that might be offered after school,
or on Saturdays, or in the summers. I believe this is one of the
most powerful parts of the legislation. One of our greatest
wastes is that our schools are closed so much of the time when
children could be using them. Many of the educators I see
believe if they could offer academic programs in the afternoon or
on Saturday children would flock to them. This is our chance to

find out.

There is enough federal money in my proposal to provide
$1,000 scholarships to all of the middle-and low-income children
in Milwaukee and 45 other cities the size of Trenton. This is

enough money for a good demonstration grant, to find out what



happens when children with families with less money have more of

the same choices of schools that people with money have.

I believe I know exactly what will happen. We know because
of our experience with the GI Bill. We know because of our
experience with federal grants and loans for college, which one
of every two full time four year college students now have.
Consumer power creates opportunity and better schools for all

students.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for children would
be a truky/?gzgzgzzgigéy change for elementary and secondary
education in America. It causes controversy and concern because

it takes some risks. Let me talk about some of those concerns:

1. Some will say this mixes up church and state because it
permits government money to go to religious schools--that is
wrong. This is aid to families, not aid to institutions. It is
also good pélicy. No one told the GIs they couldn’t go to SMJ or
Notre Dame or Yeshiva or Berea or Fisk. I haven’t heard
Congress suggesting that students stop taking Pell grants and
guaranteed student loans to Baptist Colleges or even Presbyterian
seminaries. I don’t hear an outcry because poor children who
attend Catholic schools get a free lunch paid for by federal
taxpayers. And I don’t think Congress is about to repeal the
voucher poor mothers have that can be spent at the day care

center of their choice, public, private or religious. We should



let government money follow the child to any lawfully operating
school that the parent feels does the best job of helping the

child.

2 Some will say letting parents choose schools will

leave some children behind--1 simply do not buy this idea that
someone cannot make a good decision just because he or she is
poor. That is the same thing I heard when we proposed day care
vouchers for poor families, or when we proposed that the poor own
their own homes. Let the poor own their own home, choose their
own schools. Give them help in standing on their own two feet
and building and climbing their own ladder so that they can

grab a share of the American Dream.

3. Some believe that letting parents choose private
schools will hurt public schools-- I believe the opposite will
happen. Look at what has happened to colleges and universities
over the last half century as a result of the enormous consumer
power made available by the GI Bill and the Pell grants and
student loans. 80 per cent of our college students attend
public universities and our public and private colleges together

have become the best in the world.

[T am glad that Howard Fuller, the Superintendent of
Milwaukee schools is here today. He is not afraid of choice.]
And I hope that he sees in this proposal for federal help for a

GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee can build stronger public



schools. Today in Milwaukee, as in most of America, 90% of
children attend public shcools. The amount of chapter one
federal support for elementary and secondary schools in Milwaukee
is 15.8 million. If Milwaukee public schools continue to attract
90% of the students as they do now, the Federal share, if

Milwaukee participated in the Gi Bill, would be $72 million.

4. Some will say choice could the door to racial
discrimination--So that there .an be no question about this I
have put in this proposed legislation provisions of federal

anti-discrimination laws.

5. There are several points to make about money. First, I
want to make it absolutely clear this is not a new federal
entitlement program. The federal government cannot afford one
more entitlement, even for education. And I have said many
times that money alone is not the answer to our education
problems. The U.S. already spends more per student for schools

than country in the world except Switzerland. We need

evolutions, not more money for more of the same.

But making real changes that create the best schools in the
world can require new investment. Primarily that is a state and
local responsibility. But federal support for state and local
scholarships for children of middle-and low-income families can
spend to create opportunity and change our schools and is an

appropriate and promising method of federal support for



education. -

Milwaukee is not the only place in America this

revolution is occurring.

In 1991 in Indianapolis, th Golden Rule Insurance Company,
began to offer tuition vouchers of up to $800 to Indianapolis
students. In the first year, over 700 students were given

vouchers to attend any school of their choosing.

In San Antonio, the CEO Foundation has earmarked 1.5 million
dollars in vouchers for up to half of any child’s school tuition,
up to a maximum of 750 dollars. The program will serve 840

children, with over 1,000 children on a waiting list.

In California, a proposed ballot initiative would provide a
voucher scholarship for every school age child in the state.
Scholarships could be redeemed at any public or private school

that chooses to participate.

In Vermont, school boards have sent children to private

schools for 75 years.

The second largest high school in New Hampshire, in Derry,
is a private school with most of its students paid for by area

school boards.



Instead of thinking-just of public schools run by one single
provider who assigns all except wealthy children to one specific
school, it is time we began thinking of system of public
education with many providers offering a marketplace of
opportunities that give all of our children choices and access

to the best education in the world.

The GI Bill for Children in Milwaukee and in other cities

will move America inevitably in that direction.

There are risks, but we need CifEEEEEEEF and‘égzgzgzzgii

carry with them risks.

We need

because our world is changing. Howard
Jones and the parents visited with this morning know what was
enough education for them isn’t enough for their kids--or for
them, today. They know their children are growing up

differently. They see teachers are stymied and kids are bored

because schools are in a time warp, designed for another age.

They also know they have responsibilities to pay more
attention, check the homework, turn off the television. That
it’s not just teachers, as the African proverb says, "It takes an
entire village to educate one child." We’re all in this

together.

The parents with whom I met this morning know that America

[0
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can do whatever it wants to do. That if we can put missiles
down smokestacks and capture a 4.5 ton satellite in space, we
can create the best schools in the world for our children and
grandchildren. That we must change our schools to be the kind
of country we want to be, and if their children are going to have

the kind of life they want to them to have.

That changing our schools will require several

revolutions at once.

That is why with all the Governors we have created very
ambitious national education goals and a ten
year-community-by-community strategy to reach those goals called

AMERICA 2000.

Revolution No. 1 is starting over, school by school, to
create a new generation of break-the-mold New American Schools--
so students have choices among the best schools in the world.

Some 700 design teams have submitted proposals to do just that.

Revolution No. 2 is changing what we teach; helping
educators and others create world-class standards and a
voluntary system of national examinations--call them American
Achievement Tests-- so parents and communities can tell how

their kids and schools are doing.

Revolution No. 3 is getting the government off the teachers



backs. Teachers don’t need a federal e book.

Revolution No. 4 is our state and local Gi Bill for Children
to get parents more involved, to give them consumer
power--dollars to spend at the schools of their choice---give

them muscle to help their kids, to make all schools better.

Many Americans are anxious today, because the world is

changing.

We should remember that our problems are different from the

problems of people in other countries in only one way.

That difference is this. We have more capacity to solve our

problems than any country in the world.

There has never been a time in our history when more
countries wanted to be like us, wanted to try our American

Dream.

We have done better realizing our dream when we have
remembered what is most important to us, the principles that have

bound us together, our most enduring values.

We have no principles more important than freedom,

opportunity and choice.

/Z



We have no value mofe enduring that the idea that every
American should have the opportunity for a first class

education.

A new system of state and local GI Bills for Children in

Milwaukee and cities and towns across America will give more of
the same opportunities for a first class education to children
with less money that children from families with money already

have.

I can think of nothing that could do more to extend the
American revolution or expand the American dream.

#ak
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Remarks Ai:nnouncin Proposed
Legislation To Establish a “GI Bill”
for Children

June 25, 1992

Welcome,!all. Hey, we're glad you guys
are here. Welcome, welcome, and please be
seated. All you kids, welcome to the South
Lawn of the White House. And to the Vice
President and Mrs. Quayle and Secretary Al-
exander, a warm welcome. A particularly
warm welcome to the Members of Congress,
both House and Senate, that are with us
today. Welcome to all of you, our very special
guests, on this special occasion.

I have just come from a working session
in the Whitei House, working with some of
the great experts on school choice. The par-
ents, I think, made the most significant con-
tribution to 'our working session because
their dreams for their kids are the same
dreams that all of us have. They want their
kids to have a first-class education. They
know from practical experience that a good
education is iabsolutely essential to making
a good living and to making a good life.

So let me just share a little from that meet-
ing, Janette Williams told me about her son,
Javon. The Williamses are here with us some-
where here today—whoops, here she is over
here. Her kid starred on “60 Minutes,” and
that says something about the guy. If you go
on that program and come off in one piece,
he must be doing real well. [Laughter] But
here’s what she said, and this is serious. She
said, “At his|old school that was crowded,
he used to get so bored that he would walk
out. And thanks to the choice program in
Milwaukee, he’s at a new school. He’s not
doing those things anymore. He’s doing his
homework; he’s even helping clean up the
classroom after school. They took the energy
and turned it around.”

Now, the Governor here, Tommy Thomp-
son, the Governor of Wisconsin, is here with
us today. I'm sorry that Polly Williams, who’s
been at the forefront of tge school choice
movement, ciouldn’t be here, but she’s at
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home looking after her mother. I would sa-
lute her values. But we miss her very, very
much, Together, Polly and Tommy Thomp-
son, the Governor, have taken the lead in
helping parents like Janette Williams| realize
her dreams for her son Javon, creating schol-
arships for 1,000 Milwaukee children from
low-income families so that they can| attend
private schools. Now, theirs is a bold experi-
ment, to give low-income families more of
the same choices of schools already ayailable
to wealthier families.

Mike Joyce of the Bradley Foundation was
also in our meeting. And Bradley recently
joined with other foundations and Milwaukee
{)usinesses to raise $3 million so that Milwau-
kee’s low-income families will be able to
choose their family’s schools, including the
religious schools. Mike told us this morning
that parents picked up every one of the 4,500
scholarship applications the day after the
scholarships were announced, 4,500, that

fast. And don’t let anybody tell you that the "~ .

eople of Milwaukee don’t care about their
ids’ education.

No one should underestimate what’s at
stake here. A revolution is underway in Mil-
waukee and across this country, a revplution
to make American schools the best |in the
world. I salute our Secretary of Education
who is helping lead that revolution, [Lamar
Alexander.

Together with the Nation’s Governors,
we've set six ambitious national edycation
goals. And I might say that this wasn’f a par-
tisan move; Democrats and Republicans alike
of the Governors coming together to|set six
ambitious national education goals. |In 44
States and 1,400 communities, we've already
launched America 2000 to meet these goals.

Even earlier still, in January 1989, just be-
fore I was sworn in as President, we helped
organize  the White House Conference on
Choice in Education. We believed then and
we believe today a few fundamental truths.
We believe that parents are their children’s
first teachers. Parents, not bureaucrats, know
what's best for their kids.

At this point I would like to salute one
of the two in purple, Barbara Bush—[laugh-
ter]—for her pointing this out to parents, that
it's what they do, what happens in their
home. Barbara’s done a lot of that here and
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aronnd the country. I might say that Marilyn
Quayle’s taking that same message of paren-
tal involvement all across our country, and
we're very grateful to her.

So, it is our belief then that parents, not
the Government, should choose their chil-
dren’s schools. So today I am proposing that
we take another giant step forward in this
revolution. I am sending to Congress legisla-
tion that would authorize an ambitious dem-
onstration program, 1.5 billion new Federal
dollars to help communities all across Amer-
ica give $1,000 scholarships to children of
middle- and low-income families so they can
choose which schools their kids will attend.

This revolution is in the greatest American
tradition. We've done it before, and it’s
worked. Forty-eight years ago this very week,
President Roosevelt signed the GI bi , Creat-
ing scholarships that veterans could use at
any college, any college of their choice, The
GI bill created opportunity for Americans
who never would have had it, and in doing
so it helped create the best system of colleges
and uniyersities in the world.

Now we can do that again, this time by
helping' State and local governments—and
we're delighted the Mayor of Milwaukee is
with us; here today—this time by helping
State and local governments create the gest
elementary and secondary schools in the
world. The “GI bill” for children will help.
Itll provide that help to these families, These
dollars to spend at the schools of their choice
will become the muscle that parents need
to createithe best schools for their kids,

Let me say to those who will attack our
school choice initiative on the ground that
it permits Government money to go to reli-
gious schools, you're wrong, I believe those
critics are wrong. This is aid to the families,
not aid to institutions. And again, if you set
the clock back to the creation of that original
GI bill, ho one told the GI’s that they
couldn’t go to S.M.U. or Notre Dame or Ye-
shiva or Howard. I haven’t heard Members
of Congress suggest that students stop using
Pell grants and guaranteed student loans at
Baptist colleges or Presbyterian seminaries.
I don’t hear an outery because poor children
at Catholic schools get their lunch paid for
by Federal, t ayers. In the same way, par-
ents must b:xgee to use this money at the
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school they believe will best t
whether that school is public,
gious.

Let me try to be clear on|this point: Ac-
cepting students with vouchers does not
mean a school must sacrifice| schoo] prayer,
And let me say this to those who stand against
extending school choice to low- and middle-
income families: I simply do not buy the idea

pach their child,
Pprivate, or relj-

that someone cannot make a good decision
the same argument when we proposed child
care vouchers for low-income families or
tenants to own their own homes. So it's my
belief that we ought to let fam;{:}es own their
gardless of their income level and give them
help. Give them a shot at the American

Finally, to those who clain that school
choice will hurt the public schools, let me
can go to public schools if thatfs where the
child chooses to go, where the fimi
the hands of families, where it beongs,

There are several points to a.l%e about
we're not talking here about a lew Federal
entitlement program. The Fedefal Govern-
even for education, I've said many times that
money alone isn't the answer. The United
schools than any country in orld except
Switzerland. I don’t have to tell you where
cational performance at the level we're talk.

about here today. Our univelsities and
highest levels of achievement. But that, un-
fortunately, is not true as we talk about K-
cation, not more money to do it|the same
old way.
primarily - State and local responsibility. But
Federal support for State and local scholar-
tract choice students, it will give teachers and
principals a welcome source of new funds,

Just because that person is pgor. We heard
when we proposed help for public housing
own home and choose their o schools re-
dream, if you will.
underscore this point: All of thi$ new money
to have the kid go. That decisi
money. First, I want to make it clear that
ment cannot afford one more ntitlement,
States already spends more tl}‘)er student for
e w|
we stand in the international ranki ngs of edu-
ci:no%leges are respected and have achieved the
12. So we need a revolution in American edu-
Investment in our schools will [remain a
ships can be a catalyst. For schools that at-
For our children, choice can help lopen up

iy
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|
oppo:rtunities, create genuine change in our
schools.

For too long, we've shielded schools from
comp'etition, allowed our schools a damaging
monopoly power over our children. This mo-
nopoly turns students into statistics and turns
parents into pawns. It is time we began think-
ing of a system of public education in which
many providers offer a marketplace of oppor-
tunities, opportunities that give all of our
children choices and access to the best edu-
cation in the world. And so it is our firm
belief, it is our firm belief that this “GI bill”
for children will move America inevitably in
that d;irection.

Abraham Lincoln once said, “Revolutions
do not go backward.” Milwaukee is not the
only place in America that our revolution is
underway. Last year in Indianapolis, Pat
Rooney and the Educational CHOICE Char-
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Marilyn, and certainly our Secretary, are very

proud to stand with you.

You see, this revolution will succeed. It will

succeed because it draws its
the very heart of the Americ
have no truth more enduring|
that every American should h
tunity for a first-class educatio
principles more important thas
portunity, and choice.

So thank you very, very m

strength from
an creed. We
than the idea
wve the oppor-
n. We have no
1 freedom, op-

ich. And look

at it this way, you're doing the Lord’s work

for our Nation’s future, and y
for the young people of this cq

ou're doing it
untry. We are

grateful to all of you. And may God bless

the United States. And now I

Note: The President spoke at
the South Lawn at the White
remarks, he referred to Polly

will sign this.

10:20 a.m. on
House. In his
illiams, Wis-
was not avail-

itable ‘Trust began to offer tuition vouchers
to Indianapolis students. I understand a bus-
load of parents and students drove all night
to be here today. If you're still awake, wel-
come,!a special welcome to all of you. In San
Antonio, the CEO Foundation has ear-
marked $1.5 million in vouchers for children
in their community. California: Joe Alibrandi
and thousands of supporters are pushing for
a ballot initiative to provide voucher scholar-
ships for every school-age child in the State.
Overall in 1991, 10 States approved some
form of new choice legislation, and 37 States
had choice legislation pending in one form
or another,

I've been told that there may just be a few
folks here from Pennsylvania. [Applause]
We’re outnumbered. Well, it may take a few
tries, but I never underestimate the persist-
ence of parents: The children of Pennsylva-
nia will have school choice.

From California to East Harlem, from
coast to coast, the leaders of the school
choice 'movement are sparking a revolution
in American education. They’re the true he-
roes of this education reform, and some of
them are here with us today. They aren’t
afraid to stand up to the status quo, to say
loud an'\d clear that when it comes to educat-
ing our kids, business-as-usual simply isn't
good enough. Let there be no mistake: Bar-
bara and T and the Vice President and

consin State legislator. A tape
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
To Establish a «“GI Bill” for Children

June 25, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:

Forty-eight years ago this week, President
Franklin Roosevelt signed the GI Bill. With
the hope of duplicating the syccess of that
historic legislation, I am pleased to transmit
for your immediate consideration and enact-
ment the “Federal Grants for State and Local
‘Gl Bills’ for Children.” This proposal is a
crucial component of our efforts to help the
country achieve the National Education
Goals by the year 2000. Also transmitted is
a section-by-section analysis.

This legislation would authorize half-a-bil-
lion new Federal dollars in fiscal year 1993,
and additional amounts in later years, to help.
States and communities give $1,000 scholar-
ships to middle- and low-income children.
Families may spend these scholarships at any
lawfully operating school of their choice—

ublic, private, or religious. The|result would
ge to give middle- and low-income families
consumer power—dollars to spend at any




