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Document No. 330734ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 6/1/92

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: -

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

HEALTH EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE

SUBJECT: TUESDAY, JUNE 2 - 2:00 p.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O { HORNER ] O
SKINNER O M MCBRIDE O O
SCOWCROFT [ O MOORE ] V
DARMAN O V PETERSMEYER [ i 4
BRADY [ V PORTER ] v
BROMLEY OJ J ROLLINS ] ”
CALIO O V SMITH O v
DEMAREST O w YEUTTER O »
FITZWATER [ [v FINDLAY O v
GRAY O w KAUFMAN ] M
HOLIDAY O / MCGRO RNt

REMARKS: o B

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SLJUN T Pq
Monday, June 1, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Q
THROUGH : DAVID F. DEMARESA
N
FROM: JANICE SHAW CROUSE \ﬁwo%.) 29
RE: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR HEALTH EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
I. SUMMARY

II.

On Tuesday, June 2 at 2:00 p.m. you will deliver brief
remarks to an audience of 180 members of HEAL (Health Equ
Action League) in Room 450 of the 0ld Executive Office
Building.

DISCUSSION

Your remarks, (approximately 7 minutes from cards), will
focus on the health care reform needs of small business
owners, will recognize HEAL for its hard work in support
your health care reform proposal, will challenge HEAL to
work for health promotion/disease prevention efforts and

1ity

of
to

continue working for passage of your two health care reform

bills currently on the Hill.




Crouse/Bunton
Monday, June 1, 1992
2:48pm

(HEAL]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450
Welcome to the White House. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS] I want you
to know how much it has meant to me to have your strong support
of our health care reform plans. I cannot overemphasize the
importance of your contacts on the Hill today and your organizing
of local coalitions; both of these efforts will be determining
factors in steering health care reform in thé right direction.

America stands at a crossroads on the issue of health care

reform -- the real debate concerns the direction health care

reform will take. Will we preserve our public-private health

care system through comprehensive reforms or will we substitute a
plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line aEd
we have to spéll that out as clearly for the American public a
we possibly can. The decision is as simple -- and as pivotal ~-
as that.

And, we have to make it clear to Americans that other
proposals -- like national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, and "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Som?
are a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately|
each ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

[((Let me'assure you this is not a partisan issue -- it just

happens that all those proposals are sponsored by liberal
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Democrats.))] Let me also assure you that I share your specific
concerns. Individual entrepreneurs need help in order to compete
with the conglomerates. You need a tax deduction for 100% of
health insurance premiums and you need market clout. As small
business owners, you also need rescuing from "cherry picking"| by
insurers; you need help in "shopping smart," and you need a way
to avoid costly, frivolous coverage.
Oour plan provides comprehensive reform that will benefit

more than 95 million Americans. We have two bills up on the Hill

already. These bills are non-political -- that is, the liberals
agree with us in principle. That being the case, I say Congress
ought to act according to principle and pass this legislation for
the good of the country. Where we agree, we must act. With your
help up on the Hill, Congress will pass the bills -- immediately.
Under our plan, health insurers would have to cover all
employers requesting coverage. That coverage would be
guaranteed; it would be renewable; and it would have no
restrictions for pre-existing medical conditions. It would also
be portable -- allowing workers to change jobs without fear of
not being picked up by their new employer's plan. We would

establish networks that would help small businesses purchase

insurance and manage their premium costs. Our coordinated car
provisions would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs,
too. Our plan also addresses malpractice costs, costs from
excessive insurance paperwork and administrative costs. We

address the épecial needs of urban and rural areas by providing
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for clinics and disease prevention activities. In addition, we

think consumers need better information in order to make better

decisions -- so we propose information booklets that will allow

consumers to compare costs and quality of care provided by

hospitals and other health care plans.

These are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fullb
intend to implement. But, no discussion of health care reforL
complete without emphasizing the necessity for personal

responsibility for health promotion and disease prevention.

Tomorrow, Secretary Sullivan, along with Prevention magazine,

will announce the results of a survey on the health-related

is

behaviors of Americans. The Prevention Index tracks our national

progress in avoiding specific health-related risk behaviors. |We

need your help in spreading the word that'avoiding ten common
risk factors could prevent between 40 and 70 percent of all
premature deaths, one-third of all cases of acute disability,
two-thirds of all cases of chronic disability.

Individual action is needed around the nation at the levq
of personal health behaviors. At the same time, Congressional
action is needed to insure that world-class health care contin
to be directed by consumer choiqe and by free market factors.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the g
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States o

America.

i
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Document No. 330734ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/29/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: MON. 6/1/92 10:00am
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
SUBJECT: TUESDAY, 6/2/92 - 2:00 p.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT ] V HORNER ] [
SKINNER O OJ MCBRIDE OJ O
SCOWCROFT O ] X MOORE v O
DARMAN E/ ] ~ PETERSMEYER N/o v U
BRADY O v PORTER Yy~ O
BROMLEY O O ROLLINS ﬂ%s/ v O
‘CALIO v O SMITH NC. Y~ O
X\DEMAREST ..)’(/ v O YEUTTER O p~
FITZWATER 0 W FINDLAY O &
" GRAY ‘3'({/ vi O KAUFMAN L] [
/HOLIDAY v O MCGROARTY ™™ sttt I

RE ARKS: P
" ,§:ﬁiw

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122

x2930, no later than 10:00 a.m., MONDAY, JUNE 1, with a copy
to this office. Thank you.

4

RESPONSE:

10 524 B2 AVH 20

PHILLIP D. BRADY
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



Crouse/Bunton
Friday, May 29, 1992
12:48pm

[HEAL]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450

Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
stro (o] u a o s. You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the

” ')_ problgmsff ced by small business owners. Sal, and other small
(biﬁ@)éﬂi' : ;

t

ike h1m</need 100% deduction for health premiums - )

and the%)need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing

OoME:
100 % ,&/
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from "cherry picking" by insurers; they need help in "shopping
smart,” and they need an end to frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get what you need. That is, to let the American public know
the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform
-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we
maintain our public-private health care system through
comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute
~is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line
and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly can. [The
decision is as simple .-- aﬁd as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the
Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are
a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each
ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That |is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to exteﬂd
coverage to your employees and still stay in business. Our plan
accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides
comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million
Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.
Under our plan; the consumer can chéose from a Staté-wide
basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative ihsurance. Health insurers would have to cover all
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

our networks would help small businesses purchase insuraTce
and limit their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. O¥r
plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance
paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also
address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumer
need better information -- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. These
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement.

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality
care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But health care in America should be guided by each consumer's
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

dddddd



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

2MAY 2 ppp: 26

June 1, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DAN McGROARTY

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Healthcare Equity Action
League

We have reviewed the attached remarks and have noted a few
minor suggested changes on the draft.

Please let us know if you have any questions or if we may
help in any other way.

cc: Phillip D. Brady
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6/1/92 10:00am

DATE: 5/29/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _MON.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
SUBJECT: TUESDAY, 6/2/92 - 2:00 p.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER O O
SKINNER O O MCBRIDE O O
SCOWCROFT O] O MOORE vV O
DARMAN V ] PETERSMEYER [V
BRADY CF D/ PORTEW*‘“**;‘;&{' " O
BROMLEY - O O ROLLINE o v O
CALIO v O SMITH Y~ O
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FITZWATER w7 FINDLAY 0
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HOLIDAY v C MCGROARTY 0 v
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I

REMARKS:

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, Rm. 122
x2930, no later

to this office.

r
than 10:00 a.m., MONDAY, JUNE 1, with a copy
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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Friday, May 29, 1992

12:48pm
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450

Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to[%inalli?have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
stro u of o . You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small
business owners like him, need 100% deduction for health premiums

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing
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from "cherry picking” by insurers; they need help in "shopping
smart," and they need an end to frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,

will get what you need. That is, to let the American public %now

the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform

-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we

maintain our public-private health care system through

comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute

is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line

and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly can. |The

decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as that.
And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the

Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That

is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extend

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. oOur plan

accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides
comprehengive reform that will benefit more than 90 million
Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.
Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide
basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all

L
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employers requesting coverage. 4hm;?:§pat coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

Our networks would help small businesses purchase insurance
and[iimié}their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our
plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance
paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also
address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers
need better information -- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. These

INTIATIVER
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement.

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality
care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But health care in America should be guided by each consumer's
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

FH#F##
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/29/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _MON. 6/1/92 10:00am
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE E;QUITY ACTION LEAGUE
SUBJECT: TUESDAY, 6/2/92 - 2:00 p.m.
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Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty, o 122,

x2930, no later than 10:00 a.m., MONDAY, JUNE 1, with a copy
to this office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
/Dﬂ’{\) ) Q/JL . é VJ- V\NJWW djwM
o b Pt Iy
- [7"‘% PHILLIP D. BRADY

Assistant to the President

3 . and Staff Secretary
et Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450

Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS])

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
strong support of our health care reform plans. You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small

[ ewx?h*eélike him, need 100% deduction for health premiums

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing
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from "cherrf picking” by insurers; they need help in "shopping
'sma::'t:,'i and they need an end to frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that-Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get what you need. That is, to let the American public know
the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform
-- what direction will health care reform-take? Will we - -

maintain our public-private health care system through

comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute
is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line
and we have to spell that outlas clearly as we possibly-can. The
decision is as simple -~ and as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the

Democratic proposals ~- national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are
a littie more obvious'About it than others, but.ultimafely, each
ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the
}ntegrity of the privaté sector in the health care area. That|is

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. oOur pl

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to exteld
n

accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it pro%ides
_gmp;ghgngixg_;gig;g that will beneflt more than 90 mllllon
Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.

. Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide
basic health insurance'package baid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance.. Health insurers would have to cover all
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing

Tl Ported s | aldes 7
medical conditions, e workers ceuld

P o 0oF  Baow ,pfqﬁg&? 79 év Moo~ ~N
change jobs without W . / / (/'“ /aAM

Our neld help small businesses purchase insurance
and um costs. Our coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our
plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance
paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also
address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers
need better information =-- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. These
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement.

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
?f our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality
care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But health care in America should be guided by each coﬁsuner's
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up'the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of
America.

S addds
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[HEAL]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450
Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]
o {

/ I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with

P4
youtl I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your

strong support of our health care reform plans. You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder so many Americans are bewildered by it all.
Thank goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. If thﬁﬁg/;£trepreneurs
are going to compete with the big guys, they need 08% deduction v
100% PR "3 Yax
ic!‘healthnpremiums and they need market clout. Small business

owners need rescuing from "cherry picking" by insurers; they need
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help in "shopping smart," and they need an end to costly,

frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,

will get what you need. That's to let the American public kno&

-- the real debate on comprehensive health care reform concerns

the direction health care reform will take. Will we preserve our

public-private health care system through comprehensive reform

or will we substitute a plan that is government controlled? That

is the bottom line and we have to spell that out as clearly as |we

possibly can. The decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as

that.

And, we have to make it clear to Americans that all of th
proposals except ours -- national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimatély, each

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy. [((Let me assure

you this is not a partisan issue -- it just happens that all
those proposals are sponsored by liberal Democrats.))]

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extenc
coverage to your employees and still stay in business. Our plar
accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides
comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 95 million

Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.

1

1
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The concerns that are your top-priorities are in our plan

uwhel=9® up on the Hill NOW., We* must do everything we can to

these measures passed by the Congress; it is important that th

get

is

legislation be passed NOW. The American people need to know that

much of our bill is non-political -- the liberals support it just

as strongly as we do. We agree in principle and Congress ought

to act according to principles and pass this legislation for the

good of the country.

There are aspects of health care reform which need further

deliberation;(i? cannot do everything nég. Public consensus

needs to be developed on some thorny issues; we cannot run

roughshod over peoples' need to understand and participate in the

process of shaping policy. But where we agree, we must act.
Under our plan,{g?e consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurancei} Health insurers would have to cover all

mployers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing

medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could

change jobs without losing insurance.
The following aspects of our plan are being considered NOW
should be passed NOW. Our networks would'help small businesses

purchase insurance and limit their premium costs -- Congress mu

move to get this done. Our coordinated care provisions would
reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our plan

addresses malpractice and administrative costs as well as the

?t
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costs from excessive insurance paperwork. We also address the
special needs of urban and rural areas -- with clinics and

disease prevention activities. We think consumers need better
j Al ollew  wmsrr do

information -- oksil=that,compare costs and
quality of care provided by ' hospitals:f’

laborEateetes, and akElsr health care prowiders. /zbimﬂ.

These are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully
intend to implement. But, you and I know that the health care
reform issue transcends the specifics of our plan. Government
~action is needed to solve specific problems -- a safety net for
the uninsured, guaranteeing quality care and low cost -- making
insurance more secure and available. But health care in Americ
should be guided by each consumer's choice and by the disciplin
of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the go
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

#HE###
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/29/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _MON. 6/1/92 10:00am
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
SUBJECT: TUESDAY, 6/2/92 - 2:00 p.m.
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O V HORNER ] ] |
“ SKINNER OJ OJ MCBRIDE OJ ] ‘
SCOWCROFT [ O MOORE vV O
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CALIO v O SMITH Y~ O
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Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and

to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with

you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your

strong support of our health care reform plans. You have work

hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on

ed

the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will

be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the hea:t of the

problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small

has

business owners like him, need 100% deduction for health premiums

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing
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from "cherry picking" by insurers; they need help in "shopping
smart," and: they need an end to frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,

will get what you need. That is, to let the American public know

the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform

-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we

maintain our public-private health care system through

comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute

is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line

and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly can. |The

decision is as simple -~ and as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the

Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, 37Ch

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That

is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extend

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. oOur plan

accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides

ggmp;ghgngixg_;gﬁg;g that will benefit more -than 90 million

Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.
Under our plan,'the consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

Our networks would help small businesses purchase insurance
and limit their premium costs. oOur coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our
plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance
paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also
address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers
need better information =-- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. These
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement.

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality
care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But health care in America should be guided by each consumer's
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.
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The Preventicn Index

The Prevention Index is an aﬁnual survey -doneiby Louis

."ghiiuygr:ibh&nA.sociates for Provention Magazine. It measures

what American adults are doing to promote health and prevent
accidents and disease, The 1892 Index is our ninth purvey.

The Index itself foocuses on 21 key behaviors, such as good
nutrition, exercise and weight contrel, smoking and drinke~
ing, and home and auto safety. Each of these behaviors is .
welghted for its health impact, and the total values are ad-
justed to a scale of 100. An Index score of 100 would mean
evaryone was doing all 21 preventive acts; zero would mean
that no one was doing any of them.

On this scale our 1992 Prevention Index score was 66.5, up
from 66.2 last year and 61.5 in 1984, our first year.

Survay methodology

The Index is based on a nationwide telephone survey of 1,256
randomly selected adults aged 18 and over. The survey was
conducted from November 20 to December 5, 1991, and the
margin of error is +/- three percentage points.,

To facilitate comparisons, all nine surveys have followed
the same procedures in every detail,

Over the past nine years, the Prevention Index surveys have
bacome the most comprehensive time-series assesgments of
health and safety factors ever obtained from national crogg-
seoctions of Americans.

A Service of PREVENTION Magazine
33 EAST MINOR STREET & EMMAUS, PENNSYLVANIA 18098 o (215) 967-5171




The Prevention Index, 19692

..... . o,
i

R Adults Experts’ Rat-~ Value

Practicing ing, Scale Contributed
Health-Promoting Behaviox 5 i-190 Lo Index
1. Do Not Smoke 78 9,78 4.4
2+ Avoid Smoking in Bed 92 9.24 5.1
3. Wear Seat Belt 69 9.16 3.8
4. Avoid Driving After
Drinking 82 9.03 4.5
5. SmoXe Detector in Home 88 8.53 4.5
6. Bocialize Regularly 82 8.31 4.1
7. Freguent Strenuous
Exercise 37 8.20 1.8
8. Drink Alcohol Moderately 90 8,15 4.4
9. Avoid Home Accidents 82 8.07 4.0
10. Limit Fat in Diet 87 7.82 2.7
11. Maintain Proper Weight 19 7.71 .9
12. Obey Speed Limit 53 7.65 2.4
13. Annual Blood Pressure Test 85 7.62 3.9
14. Control Stress 71 ' 7.58 3.2
15. Consume Fiber 56 7.41 2.5
16, Limit Cholestercl in Diet 50 7.15 2.2
17. Adequate Vitamins/Minerale 58 7.12 2.5
18. Annual Dental Examination 77 7.08 3.3
19, Limit Sodium in Diet Y] 7.04 2.0
20. Limit sugar in Diet 43 6.90 1.8
2l., 7-8 Hours Sleep/Night 62 €.71 2.5%
Provention Index 66.5

A Service of PREVENTION Magazine
33 EAST MINOR STREET » EMMAUS, PENNSYLVANIA 18098 ¢ (215) 967-5171
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(The Secretary will be introduced by Mark Bricklin, editor
PREVENTION Magazines.)

Thank you, Mark, and good morning.
I am pleased to pafticipate in the release of PREVENTION

Magazine's 1992 Prevention Index. 8ince 1984, these annual

surveys of Americans' health behavior have provided valuable

asslstance to our own efforts to monitor progress and to develop

better methods of promoting and sustaining healthy lifestyles

among our citizens.

The importance of prevention to improving the health and

well=being of the American people cannot be overstated. As many

as 800,000 of the 2.2 million deaths that occur in the United

States each year could be prevented.

Nor can the importance of personal responsibility teo
prevention be overstated. Personal decisions by Americans to
control fewer than ten common risk factors -- including use of
tobacco, abuse of alcochol and illegal drugs, careless eating
habits, failure to wear seat belts, and ignoring necessary

medical examinations and vaccinations -- could prevent between

and 70 percent of all premature deaths, a third of all cases of

acute disability, and two-thirds of all cases of chronic
disability.

40
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The simple fact is =~ a change in health behavior on the
part of each individual American would have a far greater impact
on preventing disease, increasing life span, and reducing the
cost of health care than reform of the nation's health care

system.

Some have charged that our emphasis on personal
responsibllity is merely a way of diverting attention from an
Administration that is loath to provide the resources necessary
to improve health promotion and disease prevention in our nation.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

In no way have we sought to imply that the onus for
healthier behavior and improved health rests exclusively on the
individual. On the contrary, we have made health promotion and
dissase preventlon activities major priorities -- the $8.7
billion we have proposed for FY 1993 represents an increase of |56

percent since 1989.

But let me make this clear. To suggest that our citizens,
particularly our minorities and our poor, cannot improve their
lives by drawing on their own traditional values is not only
inaccurate =- it is patronizing and insulting. To counsel them
to sig and wait for massive new federal programs is to counsel

rezignation, defeat, pessimism, and despair.
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To guide our increased emphasis on health promotion and
disease prevention and to offer specific goals, we prepared
"Healthy People 2000,'" a comprehensive document with the health
promotion and disease prevention goals for America to achieve by

thse year 2000,

Our health promotion and disease prevention activities fall
into three basic categories: to help vulnerable populations at
high risk of preventable disease; to make primary care more
readily available to disadvantaged or geographically isolated

Americans; and to educate our citizens on healthy behavier.

To help vulnerable populations, we have established new

programns such as the "Healthy Start" infant mortality preventirn
initiative; a far-reaching initiative to address low immunizat:
rates among certain populations of pre-school children; and a

"Strategic Plan to Eliminate Childhood Lead Poisoning.”

And we have greatly expanded Head Start, the early childhood

development program which provides a range of services includi?g
education, nutrition, health, and other social services. For
fiscal year 1993, we have proposed the largest increase ever in
the 27-year history of Head Start -~ $600 million. Enrollment
will reach 779,000, allowing every eligible 4~-year-old chilad
whose parénts want them to participate to experlience Head Start.

In 1989, Head Start enrollment was 451,000.

on



To make primary care more readily avﬁilable, we are
proposing a additional $103 million to support 126 additional
Community and Migrant Health Center sites, 20 more homeless
health care grantees, and 6 more health grantees near public
housing. And we have propost an increase of $20 million in
fiscal year 1993 to expand the National Health Service Corps to
increase the éool of health professionals serving in shortage
areas. BSince 1989, the NHSC budget for scholarships and loan
repayments has increased from $48 miliion to $100 million in
fiscal year 19%2.

To better educate citizens on healthy behavior, we have
stepped up public education efforts, particularly with regard to
tobacco use, AIDS, family planning, physical fitness, and

nutrition.

As to the Prevention Index, this year's score of 66.3 is the

higheat ever -- up a full five points since 1984. It means that

the average American practices about two-thirds of the 21

behavior items tracked by the survey. The trends are positive |in

most categories with a notable exception == nutrition. While,
according to the survey, efforts by Americans to cut back on fat
and cholesterol have risen, efforts to limit sugar and to get
enough dietary fiber -- aé well as efforts to control weight =--

have slid backwards.
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These are trends we cannot afford to ignore. Dietary
factors are stiil agsociated with 5 of the ten leading causes of
death -~ coronary heart disease, some types of cancer, stroke,
noninsulin-depaendent diabetes, and atherosclerosis. Apart from
stopping the use of tobacco and the abuse of alcohol, the most
important action Americans can take to improve their health and
reduce thelr chances of contracting disease is to choose a proper

diet.

One of our major acéompliahménts has been to propose the
most sweeping overhaul of food labeling regulations in over f£ifty
years., Our reforms will end the confusion, eliminate unfounded
claims, and -- for the first time in our nation's history --
provide Americans with the clear, true, and understandable

information they need to make healthy dietary choices.

And I would encourage everyone who offers cafeteria services
to their employees to develop a "Healthy Menu Program," guch as
the one we launched in the Rumphrey Building cafeterla in 1990.
We introduced over two dozen new lower-fat food items for our
employees; plus a morning fruit bar, a pasta salad bar, and an
herb and spice bar. On-site nutritien education is also
available, as well as health-rslated theme events and nutrition

newsletters.
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After the first year of our Healthy Menu Program, cafeteria

business had increased 7 percent, purchases of lower-fat foods

had increased 23 percent, 75 percent of customers said they were

making healthier food choices, and 54 percent sald the program
had helped them make healthier food selections at home.

Before concluding, I would like to thank Mark and his

associates at PREVENTION Magazins for this opportunity to addriss

the vital issue of prevention. Again I emphasize that preventi
is the most important factor in reducing preventable disease,

disability and premature death in America,

Thank you.

on
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET -
T WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 ’ T

NOTICE:

Enclosed are comments from staff members of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). Such comments do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Director of OMB or of the
Office of Management and Budget. If you wish to have the
Director’s personal comments, please let me know -- and cqntaci'

-

me if you have any questions.

James’ C. Mufr

Associate Director for
Legislative Reference
and Administration
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Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
stro £ o) . You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the

GA“”%roblems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small

[' 'Se*“' dmﬂ(”‘e
\58 4 like him, need 100% deduction for health premiums

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing
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from “cherry picking" by insurers; they need help in "shopping

smart," and they need an end to frivolous coverage.

There is only opne way that Sal, and all the rest of you,

will get what you need. That is, to let the American public Tnow

the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform

-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we

maintain our public-private health care system through

comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute

is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line

and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly.can.
decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the

The

Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Oour position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extjnd
1

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. oOur p
accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides
comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million

Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.

. Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all

an
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it‘would be portable -- workers could

change jobs without losing insurance.

Oour networks would help small businesses purchase insurance

and limit their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisions

would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our

plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance

paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also

address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumerﬁ
need better information -- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. These
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to

implement.

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics

of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific

problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality

care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and availablL.

But health care in America should be guided by each consumer's

choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good

work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States o1

America.
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Welcome to the ﬁhite House. It is great to be with you and

to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunlty to meet wiﬂh

you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have
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strong su of our he e _refo ans. You have worked

hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts o
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the Hill today and your organizing of local coaliﬁions; they will

be determining factors in steering health care reform in the

"right direction. You and I know that America stands at a

crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care
reform. No wonder many Americans. are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public.Service Announcement] about éal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other smal
business owners like him, need 100% deductioh for health prem:

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescu
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from "cherry picking” by insurers; they need help in "shopping

_ smart," and they need an end to frivolous coverage.
Thoré is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get what you need. That is, to let the American public

know

the basis of the real debate on_comprehensive health care reform

'-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we
'~ maintain our public-private health care system through

" comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substi
is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom
and we have td speil that out as clearly as we possibly can.
“decision is as simple.-- s ot -- as that.

. And, we have to make it just as clear thaﬁ gll’of the

Ltute

line
The

Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some

are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, ?ach

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to e

end

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. oOur ?lan

accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides

copprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million
_Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.

Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher OI
111

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to éover
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteodé;renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could

change jobs without losing insurance.

our networks would help small businesses\pu:chase insurance

and limit their premium costs. our coordinated care provisions

would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our .

plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance

paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We a
address the special needs of urbén and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumer
need better information -- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. Thes
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement. |

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the speci
of our plan.. Government action is needed to solve specific

problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing qual

1so
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care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.

But health care in America should be guided by each consumer?!
choice and by the discipline of the free market.
Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the

work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States
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Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you Bnd

to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]
I am s0 glad to finally have the opportunity to meet wit
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have

stro t o 1V} e efo ‘ . You have wor

hard and your continuing efforts are vitally importaht.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts_oE :
i1l

the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the

right direction. You and I know that America stands at a

crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts

here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation
been inundated with proposals and cbmmentary on health‘care
reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank
goodness, you are helping’to clarify the picture.

Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other smal
business owners like him, need 100% deduction for health prem

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescu

your

ked

has




o

" will get what you need. That is, to let the American public

~ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.
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from "chefry picking® by insurers; they need help in "shopping

smart," and they need an end to frivolous:cpverage.

There is only gng_nag'that Sal, and all the rest of you,

the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care ref
-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we
maintain-our public-private health care system through
comprehensivé feforms of will we'be told that the only substi
is a-plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom
and we have to spell that out as clearly ﬁs we possibly can.
decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the
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Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some

are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each

our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the

integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is

the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to e .end

coverage to your employees and still stay in business. Our plan

accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides

comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million

Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide
basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all




3
- employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be

guaranteedijrenowahle, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could

change jobs without losing insurance.

our networks would help small businesses puréhase insurance

. and 1limit their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisioE:
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. O
plan addfeésés malpractice and-administrative costs, insurance

paperwork,:and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also

address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with

clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers

need better information -- through "blue books" that compare |

costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,

clinical laboratories, and other health care providers. Thesp

are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to

implement..

But, you and I know that this issue trahscends the specifics

of our plan. Government action is nee@ed,to solve specific

problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality

care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.

But health care in'America should be guided by each consumer'’
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen.. Keep up the
work. May God bless you and May God b1ess the United States
-America.

G aadid

good
of
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DC. Prior to this he served as a legislative
assistant to Senator John C. Danforth in
Washington, DC.

Mr. McCormick graduated from the Uni-
versity of Missouri School of Journalism (B.].,
1976) and the University of Missouri School
of Law (J.D., 1979). He was born Febru
8, 1954, in Kansas City, MO. Mr. McCormic
is married, has one child, and resides in Alex-
andria, VA.

Remarks at the Health Care Equity
Action League Briefing

June 2, 1992

Please be seated, and thank you very much
for coming. And Dirk, thank you, sir, and
Pam, the cochairs of HEAL. I am delighted
to have an opportunity to speak to you briefly
here. And then our experts come on and
you'll leam—I wouldn't say more than you
want to know about this, but you'll be hearing
from our very best in a few minutes, people
that have shaped our approach to hea.ltﬁ care.

We are grateful for your support. I'll tell
you, the strong support of this organization
for our health care reform plan is absolutely
essential to getting something done for the
people in this country. I can’t overemphasize
the importance of your contacts on the Hill
today, of your organizing of the local coali-
tions. Both of these efforts are going to be
determining factors in steering iealth care
reform in the right direction.

We're at a crossroads, literally, at a cross-
roads on the issue of health care reform. The
real debate concerns the direction that health
care reform is going to take. I don’t think
there’s any argument in the country that
health care reform is not needed. Nobody’s
taking that tack. The question is, will we pre-
serve our public-private health care system
through comprehensive reforms or are we
going to substitute a plan that is Govern-
ment-dictated, Government-mandated, Gov-
ernment-controlled? That’s the bottom line.
We have to spell out as clearly for the Amer-
ican public as we possibly can. The decision
is as simple and as pivotal as that.

We have to make it clear to Americans that
other proposals, like the national health care,
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are, and “play or
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bureaucracy.

Let me also assure you that I share your
specific concerns. Individual entrepreneurs
need help in order to compete with the con-

glomerates; I understand th

tax deduction for 100 percen

at. You need a

of health insur-

ance premiums, and you need market clout.
As small businessowners you also need res-
cuing from cherry picking by these insurers,

and you need help in shop
you need a way to avoid cost]

Pinfg smart, and
y fri

volous cov-

erage. Our plan provides cornprehensive re-

form, and that’s going to be

nefit, we com-

pute, more than 95 million Americans.

We have two bills on th
These are nonpolitical; that
agree with us in principle; th
nonpolitical. [Laughter| That

e Hill already.
is, the liberals
at makes them
being the case,

I say Congress ought to act according to prin-
ciple and pass this legislation for the good
of the country. Where we agree, we must
act. With your help up on the Hill, Congress
will pass the bills immediately.

Under our plan, health insurers would
have to cover all employers requesting cov-
erage, and that coverage woJxlg be guaran-
teed. It would be renewable| and it would
have no restrictions for pre-existing medical
conditions. It would also be portable, allow-
ing workers to change jobs without fear of
not being picked up by their new employer’s
plan. We would establish networks "that
would help small businesses purchase insur-
ance and manage their premium costs. Our
coordinated care provisions would reverse
the upward spiral of health care costs, too.

Our plan also addresses something that we
must do something about, and I'm talking
about the malpractice costs, costs from exces-
sive insurance paperwork and|also adminis-
trative costs. We address the {special needs
of urban and rural areas by providing for clin-
ics and disease prevention activities.

In addition, we think consun?Fers need bet-
ter information in order to make better deci-
sions. So we propose information booklets
that will allow consumers to dompare costs
and then compare the quality| of care pro-
vided by hospitals and other health care
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plans. These are things that I think that we
all can whole-heartedly endorse and fully in-
tend to implement.

But no discussion of health care reform
is complete without emphasizing the neces-
sity for personal responsibility for health pro-
motion and then again for disease preven-
tion. Tomorrow, Secretary Lou Sullivan,
along with Prevention Magazine, will an-
nounce the results of a survey on the health-
related behavior of Americans. The preven-
tion index tracks our national progress in
avoiding special specific health-related risk
behavior. We- need your help in spreading
the word that avoiding 10 common risk fac-
tors could prevent between 40 and 70 per-
cent of all premature deaths, one-third of all
cases of acute disability, and two-thirds of all
cases of chronic disability. Individual action,
that's what is needed around the Nation, at
the level of personal health behavior.

At the same time, up here, right back to
Washington, congressional action is needed
to ensure that world-class health care contin-
ues to be directed by consumer choice and
by free-market factors. ,

There’s a crying need to change things.
But I feel compelled to uphold the quality
of American health care. We must not, in
our desire to see change, diminish the quality
of American health care. Our plan, I think,
upholds the quality. Very candidly, I think
the major two competing plans would tend
to diminish the quality of American health
care. We've seen it happen in some of these
nationalized programs abroad, and I think
the same thing would happen here. So we
must not go for a program that is going to
diminish the quality of American metfical
care.

So again, Dirk and Pam, thank you. We
are very grateful for your leadership and
helping to make all this happen. And to each
and every one of you, my most sincere
thanks. I really believe we can get something
done, and I say that, recognizing that this
is a weird year. [Laughter] This is what they
call one of the weird ones out there. But
when you have a commonsense idea, when
you have something that is backed by the
sound and sensible people like yourselves,
we've got to find a way to make it happen.
So I pledge you my full support. My driving
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interest behind this really can be brought to
bear in the Congress in ways that our pros
here in the front row think necessary. So I
am with you and very, very grateful to you.

Now, on for your real session where you're
going to learn a lot more about it. Thank you
all very much for coming.

Note: The President spoke at 2:09 p.m. in
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build-
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Dirk
Vander Dongen, chairman, and Pam Bailey,
executive director, Health Care Equjty Ac-
tion League.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Republican Congressional Leaders

June 2, 1992

The President. 1 really appreciate every-
body coming down. And we've got (several
key issues, but one that I am most interested
in getting through is this balanced budget
amendment. I think it is critical, and|I think
it’s an idea whose time has come. It’s|an idea
that the American people strongly support.
One of the things I want to follow up on
with you all now is, how we do that.|I know
we've got problems in the Senate that are
different than the House, but we've got to
get it done for the American people. I'm very

leased with the way our troops are moving
out on it, but that’s one of the things on my
mind for this meeting.

So let’s pass a balanced budget amend-
ment; discipline the Congress as well as the
executive branch and everything else, We've
got to get it done.

Q. A lot of economists don’t agree with
you, like 400.

The President. Well, the people; the
American people agree with me, and that’s
what matters. So we ought to get it done and
not worry about those who don't. It’s out
there, and we've got ideas up there before
the Congress right now that would |accom-
plish this, too.

Q. What do you hear from the primaries?

The President. 1 haven’t hear Anythm
much there, Helen [Helen Thomas, Uniteg
Press International].




