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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ENVIRONMENTAL ADDRESSH
‘ GODDARD SPACE CENTER
GREENBELT, MARYLAND
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1992
2:00 p.m.

Thank you, Administrator Dan Goldin, for that introduction.

((Senator Mikulski)), ((Administrétor Reilly)):

You Know, in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin has
supervised the recovery of a satellite on Endeavor's maiden
voyage, won a vote to save the space station on the floor of t
House, and launched his own "cultural revolution" at NASA. I!
say the "new NASA" is off fo a flying start.//

Twenty years ago this month, the leaders of the world
gatheréd in Sweden to talk about the human environment.

The Stockholm Declaration they adopted had a simple
conclusion, that: "...through fuller knowledge and wiser acti
we can achieve for ourselves and our posterity a better life i
an environment more in keeping with human needs and hopes."

That meeting occurred when the environmental movement was
its infancy. Later that year, the first Clean Water Act passe
the United States Congress. Our EPA at the time was one year
old. America, like so many nations around the world, was just
beginning to face up to the consequences of unmitigated -
pollution.

Back then, DDT levels showing up in wildlife around the
Great Lakes were eight times what they are tnday. PCBs were ¢

times as prevalent. Thousands of miles of rivers and streans
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were not fit for swimming or fishing. Sulfur dioxide and lead
clogged the lungs of city dwellers. The Cayohoga River in
Cleveland actually caught fire spontaneously -- prompting the
songwriter Randy Newman to pen the song "Burn on, big river, burn
on."

Much has occurred since those early days of
environmentalism. And much of what has occurred happened first
in the United States of America. 1In just two decades, we've
passed a comprehensive superstructure of statutes to protect our
air, our water, and our wildlife -- to expand our natural areas
and to clean up the lingering legacy of hazardous wastes. Today,
America is a safer, cleaner nation -- and our laws have served as
a model for environmental laws the world over.

We were the first nation to recognize the dangér of CFC
emissions by eliminating aerosol propellants, which we did in
1978. Other nations are now following suit as they meet their
obligations under an international agreement to phase out CFCs.

We were the first nation, back in 1975, to adopt catalytic
converters to reduce emissions from our cars and trucks --
European nations are now in the process of adopting them.

In 1982, we began phasing out lead from American gasoline.
Today, ambient levels of lead in our air have been cut by 95
percent. Now, several other nations are looking at the
possibility of cutting back on leaded gasoline as a means of

meeting their clean air objectives.
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Since 1977, carbon monoxide levels in our air have been cu
30 percent; ozone 20 percent; particulate 25 percent; and sulfu

dioxide 18 percent. The discharge of suspended solids into our

waterways was cut by over 80 percent. And as of 1988, 96 perceht

of our lakes and reservoirs were found to be fishable and
swimmable.
Throughout these two decades since Stockholm, then, Americ
has been the leader in protecting the environment.
In the last four years, we have worked to extend that recg
-- on every front. The 1990 Cleén Air Act will cut emissions ¢
sulfur dioxide in hélf, emissions of to#ic chemicals by ninety

percent, and the number of U.S. cities not meeting smog and

a

rd

f

carbon monoxide standards from over a hundred to a handful by the

end of the decade.

We've signed new laws to prevent oil spills by requiring
double hulls on oil tankers, to protect the flyways of migratoT
birds,‘and to help protect our largest rainforest -- the Tongas
We have fined and jailed polluters in record numbers; placed a
moratorium on oil and gas drilling in precious areas of our
coasts; added over a billion dollars to our system of parks,
wildlife refuges, forests, and public lands; launched a
reforestation plan to plant a billion trees a year; and signed
international agreements on everything from the transboundary

movement of hazardous wastes to the protection of the African

elephant.

S.
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Next week, dozens of heads of state will again gather -- in

Rio de Janeiro. I will join them, because the United States has

a stake -- indeed, every nation has a stake -- in a safer,

cleaner world.

And I suppose it is only fitting to come to this center, on '

the eve of the Rio summit, to talk about my vision for building
such a world. To talk about what we have accomplished -- and
what we hope to accomplish. To talk about the lessons learned
since Stockholm, and about the road ahead.

Goddard, through its invaluable contributions to the
understanding and observation of our earth, has in a very real
sense made progress at the UNCED meeting possible.

Your work has revealed some fundamental truths about the

environmental challenges we face.

J

A spacecraft created at Goddard provided the world with its

\

first image of Earth from space. In one breathtaking photo, ypu

underlined what volumes of words could not have described

better -- that the earth and its atmosphere are our common

inheritance. That any solution to the problems facing the earjth

must involve every nation -- because those problems are global
scope.

- It was Goddard scientists who developed the Upper
Atmospheric Research Satellite -- UARS --- launched last year,
which is providing us new inéight about the ozone layer. The

buildup of chlorine in the upper atmosphere, and the depletion

in

of
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ozone, are long-term problems, built up over many years. They
will require‘sustained commitmenf to solve. |

And the lion's share of the science that the world is using
to understand our climate comes from a program with its heart and
soul right here -- the U.S. Global Change Research Program, built’
around the Earth Observing System that Goddard is developing. We
are still learning about the enormously complex challenges this
planet faces -- from global warming to El Nino, from biodiversity
to desertification. To make the right decisions, we will need to
learn as we go. So we need a sustained investment in the
knowledge base that makes sound policymaking possible.

At the egd of the day, that's what the Rio summit is all
about. Policy. Making decisions. And taking action.

Frankly, the United States of America has brouéht a very no-
nonsense approach to the preparations for Rio. We have made it
clear that what matters to us, what matters from the perspective
of the global environment, and what should matter to those who
care about its health, is action. |

From the beginning of the climate change negotiations which
formed the centerpiece of this conference, we made clear this
bias for action. |

We offered to host the first round of negotiations at
Chantilly, Virginia in 1991. And at that time, we laid on the
table an action agenda on climate change -- with specific policy
proposals we weré implementing or prepared to implement, and with

our specific calculations concerning how much we expected to
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions as a result of those policies.
The result was encouraging. We found that our expected year 20
greenhouse gas emission levels were expected to be below our
current levels.

When the science changed, indicatiné that cutting CFCs wou
not reduce warming as much as we had thought, we supplehented
that plan. Earlier this year, we ad@ed a whole range of
additional measures -- from EfA's Green Lights program to the
range of energy efficiency measures contained in my National
Energy Strategy. We again laid our plan oh the table =-- in
specific detail -- showing that our policies would reduce U.s.
net greenhouse gas emissions by 125 to 200 million tons a year

the year 2000.

No other nation has laid out such a specific plan of action.

And that explains our strategy during the negotiations. That
every nation should have a plan of action, with a focus on
~results -- not rhetoric.

It may not have been widely reported in the press, but in
area after area, the U.S. laid down specific proposals, and -
worked for their adoption. Forests. Oceans. Living Marine
Resources. Public partiéipation. Financing.

Make no mistake: America has not retreated, and will not
retreat from its leadership role in profecting the global
environment.

Today, the United States spends about two peréent its Gros

National Product -- over 100 billion dollars per year --

1d’
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protecting the environment from pollution. That invesfment is

scheduled to rise.

That continuing commitment of resources and national energy

reflects one central tenet of our policy -- that what counts is
performance over the long haul.. We may not go to Rio with the
best words, but .we will go with the best policies.

More importantly, the commitment to act must not end at
UNCED. If Rio is a'one-shot deal, it will have been a failure.

So when I travel to Brazil next week, I will bring with me
several proposals to extend the commitment of the world communi
into the future. We need not just the will to meef, but the wi
to act. —

To make sure that the process and the institutional éapaci
for follow;up exists, we will endorse a continuing entity under
the auspices of the United Nations -- a Council on Sustainable
Development ~- to help foster the international cooperation we
will need to tackle these global problems.

To strengthen the will to act, I will offer a four point

plan of cooperation.

First with respect to climate. The signing of a convention

that calls for action plans is just a first step. Now countries

ty
11

ty

must move quickly to develop them. So I will join in proposing a

"prompt start" to implementation of climate action plans.
The United States is already well along the road to not on

developing but implementing its action plan. But we stand read

ly

Yy
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to assist others =-- particularlylthe developing countries -- in
preparing theirs. '

The participation of these developing countries is vital.
Over the next three decades, carbon dioxide emissions from the
developing countries are projected to triple. While today thes
nations account for about one quarter of the world's emissions,
by the year 2025, they will contribute almost half. So any
agreement which ignores the need to include them is destined tg
fail.

To begin this process, the Unite@ States has already

committed to help fund country studies that can help these

nations identify the sources of emissions and the best means of

curbing them.

We have insisted throughout the negotiations that any

solution to the climate change problem must be comprehensive -+

that is, it should allow for the inclusion of all sources and
sinks of greenhouse gases. The agreement we have reached does
just this.

Oone of the most cost effective means of reducing net
emissions for many countries will be to enhance greenhouse

sinks -- in particular, forests.

So the second point which I will propose in Rio is a major

new initiative to protect and enhance the world's forests.

L

The benefits of forests are many -- they filter the air and

water; they provide products from timber and fuelwood to
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ingredients for Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream; they sequester carbon;
and they provide habitat for all manner of living things.

Tropical forests cover just seven percent of the world's
surface -- yet they are home to more than half the world's
species. And forest loss today contributes about 20 percent of
net man made carbon dioxide emissions.

We can jump start progress on addressing global warming a?d
protecting the biological diversity of the earth with a single
forceful step on behalf of forests -- and we can do it today.

At the Houston Economic Summit two years ago, I proposed to
the leaders of the G-7 countries that we work for a global forest
con&ention. And it remains my hope that the principles leading
to such a convention will be agreed at Rio.

But I propose today to move ahead in advance of that formal
convention. At Rio, I will ask the other industrialized
countries of the world to join me in doubling worldwide forests
assistance. The goal of this initiative would be to stabilize
world forest cover by the end of this decade.

About $1.35 billion dollars a year are now provided
worldwide in forest assistance. I propose to double this amount
to $2.7 billion. As a downpayment, the U.S. will increase its
bilateral forest assistance by 150 million dollars next year.

Forests today are under stress. In the last decade,
tropical forests have disappeared at a rate of over 40 million

acres a year.
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This initiative would reverse that trend. The assistance
can be provided through existing bilateral or multilateral
mechanisms. And recipient countries could propose new projects
The plaﬁ is to encourage investor countries to in effect b
on the most efféctive projects. This down payment on forests
will use a market mechanism to achieve the greatest environment

return -- because investments will flow to the projects with th

‘greatest marginal benefit in terms of decreased net emissions ar

critical habitat preserved.

((We will also act to get our own house in order. We will
push Congress to fund our program -- the world's largest _
reforestation effort -- to plant a billion trees a year. And
this week, the Forest Service will adopt new rules to end the
clearcutting of our national forests as an acceptabie forest
practice.))

Saving the forests may be the most effective immediate ste

the world can take -- but it is not\the only one.

The history of the world has been to benefit from

technology. Technology has made us more productive, and raised

our standard of living. 1In the U.S., technology has helped us
cut pollution, and become more energy efficient as well.

That's one reason that my budget includes an investment of
almost a billion dollars in developing the new energy and
efficiency related technologies of tomorrow.

It is time for a new dgeneration of clean growth -- the

world over. We need a quantum leap in the world's develop,
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fueled by new, more energy efficient technology -- and yes, I

hope much of it will be American technology.

In preparation for the UNCED summit, I met with the Busine

Council for Sustainable Development -- businessmen from around

the world who sense the opportunity presented by a partnership

1))
17}

between businesses and governments oriented toward cleaner, morge

efficient development.

I am pleased to note that hundreds of American businessmen

will be travelling to Rio for this conference. I want the

opportunities facing them -- and the benefits their goods and
services can provide to the rest of the world -- to be long
lasting. —_

So the third ﬁart of our plan is to support a broad progrs

of technology cooperation at Rio -- and afterwards.

yul

Specifically, I propose to create a Technology Cooperation Corps.

This Corps would be teams of U.S. businessmen and women who, wil

th

institutional support from the government, would investigate the

needs of countries around the world for environmentally sound
technology, and knock down the barriers to making it available}

The need for an ongoing program of technology cooperation
"underscores the point that our ability to address global
environmental challenges is evolving -- as indeed is our

understanding of the challenges themselves.

So the fourth point of any program for a cleaner future must

involve a continued program of research and understanding. This

year, we are requesting over $1.4 billion for the U.S. Global
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Change Research Program -- that's more than half the ﬁoney spent

on climate research in the entire world.

We want to make sure that this work is useful. That was the

point behind our restructuring of the EOS program last year --

to

get results'faster, cheaper, and better. That's what Dan Goldin

is driving for throughout NASA. Today, I am signing a National

Space Policy Directive, developed by Vice President Quayle's

Space Council, that will place us firmly on this path. By using

new technology and smaller satellites, we can move up the
timetable for obtaining critical data on global change.

The directive does something else -- it formalizes our
policy of making this data available and affordable for
scientists and researchers from the public and private sector
from all around the world. |

We believe in sharing the benefits of our earth observati
system -- and I wil; take that message to Rio. To make that
message concrete, we wiil distribute at UNCED, at no cost,
thousands of copies of computer disks -- each with over a bill
bytes of data -- with our best information on greenhouse effec

And upon our return, the U.S. will open this year a Globa
Chanée Research Information Office to disseminate this
information to governments, businesses, and scientists.

UNCED not only holds out the promise of ushefing in an er
of sustainable development; it gives us the chance to help lau

a new generation of clean growth.

on
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These four steps =-- the preparation of solid action plans;
dramatic first step to protect and enhance forests; cooperation
in deploying cleaner, more efficient technology; and an ongoing
program to develop and share sound science -- can help us seize
that opportunity long after the speeches in Rio have been given
and the conference is over.

Our predecessors who met at Stockholm had the gift of
foresight. They explicitly called for the discussion at Rio to
be about both environment and development. They knew, back the
that the two were inextricably linked.

Only a growing economy which provides hope for the fgture
can generate thé resources and the will té manage natural asset
for the longer term and the common good. But only assets which
are so managed can support the growth on which so muéh human ho
is hinged. By definition, for development be successful in the
long-term, it must be sustainablé.

They couldn't have known how clear the lessons of history
would be in the intervening two decades. How it would be
revealed for all to see, when the pollution spawned by
totalitarianism in Eastern Europe and for former Soviet Union w
exposed to the world, that only free markets and democratic
systems provide the accountability necessary for a clean
environment. |

They couldn't have known that, as the leaders of the world

prepared to gather for this next earth summit, the specter of

pe

as
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nuclear war -- with its unthinkable destruction -- would be
calmed as never before in our postwar history.

They couldn't have envisioned that, with a world at peace,
more knowledgeable public, and a commitment from the public and
private sectors of virtually every country, thoserwho would be
coming to Rio would be poised to launch a new generation of cle
growth.

The signers of the Stockholm declaration called the
protectioﬁ and improvement of the environment '"the urgent desir
of all peoples." They could never have known how far we'd come
in these two decades -- and how much further we'd have- the
potential to go.'

Thank yoﬁ, God bless you, and God bless the United States

America.

# # # # # #
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Thank you, Administrator Dan Goldin, for that introduction.

( (Senator Mikulski)), ((Administrator Reilly)):

You know, in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin has|

supervised the recovery of a satellite on Endeavor's maiden

voyage, won a vote to save the space station on the floor of the

House, and launched his own "cultural revolution" at NASA. I!
say the "new NASA" is off to a flying start.//

Twenty years ago this month, the leaders of the world
gathered in Sweden to talk about the human environment.

The Stockholm Declaration they adopted had a simple
conclusion, that: "...through fuller knowledge and wiser acti
we can achieve for ourselves and our posterity a better life i
an environment more in keeping witﬁ human needs and hopes."

That meeting occurred when the environmentai movement was
its infancy. Later that year, the first Clean Water Act passe
the United States Congress. Our EPA at the time was one year:
old. America, like so mény_nations around the world, was just
beginning to face up to the consequences of unmitigated
pollution.

Back then, DDT levels showing up in wildlife around the
Great Lakes were eight times what they are today. PCBs were s

times as prevalent. Thousands of miles of rivers and streans
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were not fit for swimming or fishing. Sulfur dioxide and lead
clogged the lungs of city dwellers. The Cayohoga‘RiVer in
Cleveland actually caught fire spontaneously -- prompting the
songwriter Randy Newman to‘pen the song "Burn'on, big river, b
on."

Much has occurred since those early days of
environmentalism. And much of what has occurred happened firs

in the United States of America. 1In just two decades, we've

passed a comprehensive superstructure of statutes to protect :rr
S

alr, our water, and our wildlife -- to expand our natural are
and to clean up the lingering legacy of hazardous wastes. 'Tod
America is a safer, cleaner nation -- and our laws have served
a model for environmental laws the world over.

We were the first nation to recognize the dangsp of CFC
emissions by eliminating aerosol propellants, which we did in
1978. Other nations are now following suit as they meet thein
obligations under an international agreement to phase out CFCs

We were the first nation, back in 1975, to adopt catalyti
converters to reduce emissions from our cars and trucks --
European nations are now in the process of adopting them.

In 1982, we began phasihg out lead from American gasoline
Today, ambient levels of lead in our air have been cut by 95
percent. Now, several other nations are looking at the
possibility of cutting back on lesded gasoline as a means of

meeting their clean air objectives.
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since 1977, carbon monoxide levels in our air have been cut
30 percent; ozone 20 percent; particulate 25 percent; and sulfur
dioxide 18 percent. The discharge of suspended solids into our
waterways was cut by over 80 percent. And as of 1988, 96 perCﬁnt
of our lakes and reservoirs weré found to be fishable and
swimmable.

Throughout these two decades since Stockholm, then, America

has been the leader in protecting the environment.

In the last fpur years, we have worked to éxtend that record
-- on every front. The 1990 Clean Air Act will cut emissions of
sulfur dioxide in half, emissions of toxic chemicals by ninety
percent, aﬁd'tng number of U.S. cities not meeting smog and

~_carbon monoxide standards from over a hundred to a handful by the
end of thé decade.

We've signed new laws to prevent oil spills by requiring
douﬁle hulls on oil tankers, to protect the flyways of migratory
birds, and to help protect our largest rainforest -- the Tongass.
We have fined and jailed polluters in record numbers; placed a
moratorium on oil and gas drilling in precious areas of our
coasts; added over a billion dollars to our system of parks,

wildlife refuges, forests, and public lands; launched a
reforestation plan to plant a billion trees a year; and signed
international agreements on everything from the transboundary
movement of hazardous wastes to the brotection of the African

elephant.
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Next week, dozens of heads of state will again gather -- in

Rio de Janeiro. I will join them, because the United States has

a stake -- indeed, every nation has a stake -- in a safer,

cleaner world.

And I suppose it is only fitting to come to this center, on '

the eve of the Rio summit, to talk about my vision for building

such a world. To talk about what we have accomplished -- and
what we hope to accomplish. .To talk about the lessons learned
since Stockholm, and about the road ahead.

Goddard, through its invaluable contributions to the
understanding and observation of our earth, has in a very real
sense made progfess at the UNCED meeting possible. |

Your work has revealed some fundamental truths about the
environmental challenges we face.

A spacecraft created at Goddard provided the world with i
first image of Earth from space.. In one breathtaking photo, vy
underlined what volumes of words could not have described
better -- that thé earth and its atmosphere are our common
inheritance. That any solution to the problems facing the earn
must involve every nation -- because those problems are global
scope.

It was Goddard scientists who developed the Upper
Atmospheric Research Satellite -- UARS --- launched last year,
which is providing us new insight about the ozone layer. The

buildup of chlorine in the upper atmosphere, and the depletion
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ozone, are long-term problems, built up over many years. They

will require sustained commitment to solve.

and the lion's share of the science that the world is usinb

to understand our climate comes from a program with its heart and

soul right here -- the U.S. Global Change Research Program, builit’

around the Earth Observing System that Goddard is developing.

are still learning about the enormously complex challenges this

We

planet faces -- from global warming to El Nino, from biodiversity

to desertification. To make the right decisions, we will need
learn as we go. So we need a sustained investment in the
knowledge base that makes sound policymaking possible.

At the end of the day, that's what the Rio summit is all

about. Policy. Making decisions. And taking action.

to

Frankly, the United States of America has brought a very no-

nonsense approach to the preparations for Rio. We have made it

clear that what matters to us, what matters from the perspective

of the global environment, and what should matter to those who

care about its health, is action.

From the beginning of the climate change negotiations which

formed the centerpiece of this conference, we made clear this
bias for action.
We offered to host the first round of negotiations at

Chantilly, Virginia in 1991. And at that time, we laid on the

table an action agenda on climate change -- with specific policy

proposals we were implementing or prepared to implement, and with

our specific calculations concerning how much we expected to
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions as a result of those policies.

The result was encouraging. We found that our expected year 2Q00

greenhouse gas emission levels were expected to be below our
current levels.

When the science changed, indicating that cutting CFCs wou
not reduce warming as much as we had thought, we supplémented
that plan. Earlier this year, we ad@ed a whole range of
additional measures -- from EPA's Green Lights program to the
range of energy efficiency measures contained in my National
Energy Strategy. We again laid our plan on the table -- in
specific detail -- showing that our policies would reduce U.S.|
net greenhouse gas emissions by 125 to 200 million tons a year

the year 2000.

11d”

by

No other nation has laid out such a specific plan of actipn.

And that explaihs our strategy during the negotiations. That
every nation should have a plan of action, with a focus on
results -- not rhetoric.

It may not have been widely reported in the‘press, but in
area after area, the U.S. laid down specific proposals, and
worked for their adoption. Forests. Oceans. Living Marine
Resoufces. Public partiéipation. Financing.

Make no mistake: America has not retreated, and will not
retreat from its leadership role in protecting the global

environment.

. Today, the United States spends about two percent its Grgss

National Product -- over 100 billion dollars per year --
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protecting the environment from pollution. That investment is
scheduled to rise.

That continuing commitment of resources and national energ
reflects one central tenet of our policy -- that what counts is
performance over the long haul. We may not go to Rio with the
best words, but we will go with the best policies.

More importantly, the commitment to act must not end at
UNCED. If Rio is a one-shot deal, it will have been}a failure.

So when I travel to Brazil next week, I will bring with me
several proposals to extend the commitment of the world communi
into the.future; We need not just the will to meet, but the wi
to act. —

To make sure that the process and the institutional capaci
for follow-up exists, we will endorse'a continuing entity unden
the auspices of the United Nations -- a Council on Sustainable
Development -- to help foster the international cooperation we
will need to tackle these global problems.

To strengthen the will to act, I will offer a four point
plan of cooperation.

First with respect to climate. The signing of a conventic
that calls for action plans is just a first step. Now countrie
must move quickly to develop them. So I will join in proposing
"prompt start" to implementation of climate action plans.

» The United States is already well along the road to not on

developing but implementing its action plan. But we stand read
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to assist others -- particularly the developing qountries ==~ in
preparing theirs.

The partipipation of these developing countries is vital.
Over the next three decades, carbon dioxide emissions from the
developihg countries are projected to triple. While today these '
nations account for about one quarter of the world's emissions,
by the year 2025, they will contribute almost half. So any
agreement which ignoreé the need to include them is destined to
fail.

To begin this process, the United States has already
committed to help fuhd country studies that can help these
nationé identify the sources of emissions and the best means of
curbing them.

We have insisted throuéhout the negotiations that any
solution to the climate change problem must be comprehensiQe -t
that is, it should allow for the inclusion of all sources and
sinks of greenhouse gases. The agreement we have reached does
just this.

One of the most cost effective means of reducing net
emissions for many countries will be to enhance greenhouse
sinks -- in particular, forests.

So the second point which I will'propose_in Rio is a major
new initiative to protect and enhance the world's forests.

The benefits of forests are many -- they filter the air and

water; they provide products from timber and fuelwood to
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ingredients for Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream; they sequester carban;
and they provide habitat for all manner of living things.

Tropical forests cover just seven percent of the world's
surface -- yet they are home to more than half the world's
species. And forest loss today‘cantributes about 20 percent of
net man made carbon dioxide emissions.

We can jump start progress on addressing global warming and
protectingvthe biological diversity of the earth with a single
'~ forceful step on behalf of forests -- and we can do it today.

At the Houston Economic Summit two years ago, I proposed to
the leaders of the G-7 countries that we work for a global forest
convention. And it remains my hope that the principles ieadinq
to such a convention will be agreed at Rio.

But I propose today to move ahead in advance of that formal
convention. At Rio, I will ask the other industfialized

countries of the world to join me in doubling worldwide forests

Ui

assistance. The goal of this initiative would be to stabilize
world forest cover by the end of this decade.

About $1.35 billion dollars a year are now provided
worldwide in forest assistance. I propose to double this amount
to $2.7 billion. .As a downpayment, the U.S. will increase its
bilateral forest assistance by 150 million dollars next year.

Forests today are under stress. In the last decade,
tropical forests have disappeared at a rate of over 40 million

acres a year.
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world over. We need a quantum leap in the world's.develop,

10
This jnitiative would reverse that trend. The assistance

can be provided through existing bilateral or multilateral

mechanisms. And recipient countries could propose new projects

The plan is to encourage investor countries to in effect b
on the mést effective projects. This down payment on farests
will use a-market mechanism to achieve the greétest environment
return -- because investments will flow to the projects with th
greatest marginal,benéfit in terms of decreased net emissions @
critical habitat presérved.

((We will also act to get our own house in order. We will
push Congress to fund our program>—— the world's largest ‘
reforestation effort -- to plant a billion trees a year. And
this week, the Forest Service wi;l adopt new rules to end the

clearcutting of our national forests as an acceptable forest

practice.))

Saving the forests may be the most effective immediate step

the world can take -- but it is not the only one.

The history of the world has been to benefit from

technology. Technblogy has made us more productive, and raised

our standard of living. In the U.S., technology has helped us

cut pollution, and become more energy efficient as well.

That's one reason that my budget includes an investment of

almost a billion dollars in developing the new energy and

efficiency related technblogies of tomorrow.

It is time for a new generation of clean growth -- the

id

al
e

r
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fueled by new, more energy efficient technology -- and ves, I
hope much of it will be American technology.

In preparation-fdr the UNCED summit, I met with the Busine
Council for Sustainable Development -- bﬁsinessmen from around
the world who sense:the opportunity presented by a partnership
between businesses and governmenﬁs oriented toward cleaﬁer, mor
efficient development.

I am pleased to note that hundreds of American businessmen

will be travelling to Rio for this conference. I want the

opportunities fading'them -- and the benefits their goods and
services can provide to the'rest of the world -- to be long
1asting. —_

So the third part of our plan is to support a broad progra3
of technology cooperation at Rio -- and afterwards.
Specifically, I propose to create a Technology Cooperation Corg

This Corps would be teams of U.S. businessmen and women who, wi

institutional support from the government, would investigate the

"needs of countries around the world for environmentally sound
technology, and knock down the barriers to making it available.

The need for an ongoing program of technology cooperation
underscores the point that our ability to address global
environmental challenges is evolving -- as indeed is our
understanding of the challenges themselves.

So the fourth point of any program for a cleaner future my
involve a continued program of research and understanding. Thi

year, we are requesting over $1.4 billion for the U.S. Global

e

m

S.

th

st
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Change Research Program -- that's more than half the money sper

on climate research in the entire world.

We want to make sure that this work is useful. That was t

point behind our restructuring of the EOS program last year --
get results faster, cheaper, and better. That's what Dan Goldi
is driving for throughout NASA. Today, I am signing a National
Space Policy Directive, developed by Vice President Quayle's
Space Council, that will place us firmly on this path. By usir
new technology and smaller satellites, we can move up the
timetable for obtaining critical data on global change.
The directive does something else -- it formalizes our

policy of making this data available and affordable for
scientists and researchers from the public and private sector

from all around the world.

We believe in sharing the benefits of our earth observation

system -- and I will take that message to Rio. To make that
message concrete, we will distribute at UNCED, at no cost,

thousands of copies of computer disks -- each with over a billi

bytes of data -- with our best information on greenhouse effect

And upon our return, the U.S. will open this year a Global

Change Research Information Office to disseminate this

information to governments, businesses, and scientists.

UNCED not only holds out the promise of ushering in an erg

1t
he

to

n’

g9

Llon

=

of sustainable development; it gives us the chance to help launch

a new generation of clean growth.




13

These four steps .-- the preparation of solid action plans;
dramatic first step to protect and enhance forests; cooperation
in deploying cleaner, more efficient technology; and an ongoing
pfogram to develop and share sound scienceA—— can help us seize
that opportunity long after the speeches in Rio have been given
and the conference is over.

Our predecessors who met at Stockholm had the gift of
foresight. They explicitly called for the discussion at Rio to|
‘be about goth environment and developmenf. They knew, back then,
that the two were inextricably linked.

Only a growing economy which provides hope for the future~
can generate the resources and the will to manage natural assets
for the longer term and the common gobd; But only assets which
are so managed can support the growth on which so muéh human hope
is hinged. By definition, for development be successful in the
long-term, it must be sﬁstainable.

They couldn't have known how clear the lessons of history
would be in the intervening two decades. How it would be
revealed for all to see, when the pollution spawned by
totalitarianism in Eastern Europe and for former Soviet Union was
exposed to the world, that only free markets and democratic
- systems provide the écéountability necessary for a clean
environment.

They couldn't have known that, as the‘leaders of the world

prepared to gather for this next earth'summit, the specter of
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nuclear war —- with its unthinkable destruction -- would be
calmed as never before in our postwar history.

They couldn't have envisioned that, with a world at peace, |a
more knowledgeable public, and a commitment from the public and
private sectors of virtually every country, those who would be
coming to Rio would be poised to launch a new generation of clean
growth.

The signers of the Stockholm declaration called the
protection and improvement of the environment "the urgent desire
of all peoples.™ They could never have knowﬁ how far we'd come
in these two decades -- and how much further we'd have the
potential to gof

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.

# F # # # #
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May 29, 1992

COMMENTS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADDRESS

Although this is clearly a serious and substantive speech, it
lacks the very sense of leadership that it claims is so
important.

The real message of the speech -- that freedom and accountabilit
in our system is what allows us to protect the environment -- is
buried 13 pages deep. What precedes it does not make an argumen
about freedom, leadership, and responsibility for the
environment. Instead the speech is almost obsequious in its
deference to "the Stockholm Declaration," the Chantilly
negotiations, UNCED, and other pieces of internationlism.

[

This should be a speech about why the environment is important t:
America -- and why the American system is best equipped to lead
the world in this area. In fact, the Goddard Space Center is
proof -- if proof were needed -- that a system that values
growth, technology, and innovation contributes to the protection
of the. environment.

U

I understand the need for the President to claim credit for his
accomplishments in protecting the environment. But it all sounds
so unpresidential. The lengthy chronology of environmental
milestones that fills the first six pages in neither newsworthy
nor inspiring. :
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PR?‘SIDENTIAL REMARKS ¢ ENVIRONMEN‘I‘{L ADDR‘&'SI'AY 29 Plz: 39
GODDARD SPACE CENTER
GREENBELT, MARYLAND
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1992
2:00 p.m,

Thank you, Adminlstrator Dan Goldin, for that introduction.
((Senator Mikulski)), ((Administrator Reilly)):

You know, in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin has,
supervised the recovery of 'a satellite on Endeavor's maiden
scyage, won a vote to sgve the space station on. the floor of thﬁ
House, and launched his own "cultural revolution" at Nasa., I'd
sav” the "new NASA" is off to a flying start.//

Twenty years ago this month, the leaders of the world
gathered in Sweden to talk about the human énvironment.

The Stockholm Declaration they adopted had a simple
sonzlusion, that: "...through fuller knowledge and wiser action,
we 2an achleve for ourselves and our posterity a better life in.
ar anvizonment more ip keeping with htgnan ngfii'ls anéiegges.n

That meeting occurred when the&:;vironmental movenment was in

its irfancy.\ lLater that year, the firstsClean Water Act passed |
: crwp wsIVCT CpeE

the United Stated Congress. Our EPA at’ the time was one year.

U

old. kimerica, like B¢ many nations around the world, -was just

beginnirg to face up *o the consequences of unmitigated
pollution.

Back then, DDT levels showlng up in wildlife around the
Great Lakes ﬁere eight times what ey are today. PCBs were six

times as prevalent. Thousands of milmg of rivers and streams
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ciogged ths lungs of city dwellers, The Cayohoga River in
Cleveland actually caught fire spontansously ==- prompting the

ewman to pen thes g8 "Burn on; bilg river, burn
1\17\.C_5

songwriter Randy
on."

Muach has occurred since those early days of
environmentalism. And Ruch of what has occurred happened first
. ‘In just two decades, we've

. of statutes to protect our

a model for environmental laws thg world over.
We were the first nation to ré4cognize the danger of CFC
emissions by eliminating aerosol prdpellants, which we did in
suit as they neet their
obligations under an international agr‘ement to ﬁhase out CFCs.
Wa were the first nation, back in %975, to adopt catalytic

converters to reduce emissions from our gars and trucks --

European nations are now in the process off adopting them.
in 1982, we began phasing out lead frdm American gasolines.
Today, ambient levels of lead in our air havwe been cut by 95

percent. Now, several other nations are looking at the

-~

possibility of cutting back on leaded gasoline as a means of

meeting their clean air objebtives.
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_ since 1977, ‘carbon monoxide levels in our air have been cut
30 percent; ozone 30 percent; particulateS25 percent; and sulfur
dioxide 18 percent. \ The discharge of suspended solids into our
waterways was cut by
of our lakes and reservoirs were found to be fishable and
swimmable.
fggdes since Stockholm, then, America

w
has been the

v e

In the last four years,

-- on every front. The 1990 Clean Air ActJdwill cut emissions of

We have fined and jailed polluters in recs

sey
coasts; added sssse=axbillion dollars to our \system of parks,

moratorium on oil anglgas drilling in precious areas of our

movement of hazardous wastes to the protection of the African

elephant.

bver 80 percent. And as of 1988, 96 percent

S ng—tle environmenngﬂ YWﬁ{Eﬁkbﬂm
we have worked to Sxtegd t?;gssfcord

OPD;& &
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Next week, dozens of heads of state will again gather ==~ in
Rio de Janeiro. I will join them, because the United States has
a stake -- indeed, every nation has a ake -= in a safer,

o ECEMOMIC Preat™
cleanerw (= v)cui\,\

And I suppose it is only fitting to come to this center, on
the eve of the Rio summit, to talk about my vision for building
such a world. To talk about what we have accomplished =-- and
what we hope to accomplish. To—talk—about—thelessenslearned |

——gince—Stockholm am—absut—theread—ahesd——

Goddard, through its invaluable contributions to the
understanding and observation of our earth, has in a very real
sense made progress at the UNCED meeting possible.

Your work has revealed some fundamental truths about the
env-ironmanﬁal challenges we face.

A spacecraft ‘cre.ated at Goddard provided the world with itg
first image of Earth from space. In one breathtaking photo, you
underlined what volumes of words could not have described
better == that the earth and its atmosphaée are our common
‘inheritance. That amg solutionsto %he problems facing the earth
must involve every nation -- because those problems are global in

L}"’&h \scope elobal vobluu.s Toe 3[ obal soldious,

It was Goddard scientists who developed the Upper
Atmospheric Research Satellite -- UARS --- launched last year,
which is providing us new insight about the ozone layer. <fhe—
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And the lion's share of the science that the world is using D&EO

to understind our climate comes from_s—%s

5 178 fw&a
‘aamﬁtéﬁiéﬁiiﬁi:agzr-the U.S. Global change Research Program, built dnjék,
ap==EY the Earth Observing System that Goddard is devaloplng. We

are still learning about the eno~uously complex challenges this
ELJ.CthuﬂbL- ' C§9Ei

B N e Y, "
R T TR T

fhQ\Effff}ifitutigg;’/gz/hake the right decisions, we will need td

learn as we go. So we need a sustained investment in the
: decis fonsS (b &

ST AR T
== J ol Wieb T El®

knowledge base that makes sound ps possible. .
At the end of the day, that's what the Rio summit is all

about. “SEEEF:=, Making decisions. Aand taking action.

Frankly, the United States of Ameriéa has brought a very no-
nonsense approach to thy preparations for Ric. We have made it
clear that what matters us, what matters from the perspective
of the global environment, \and what should matter to those who
care about its health, is _

From the beginning of th& climate change negotiations which
formed the centerpieée of this tonference, . we made clear this
bilas for action. |

We offered to host the first \round of negotiations at
Chantilly, virginia in 1991. And at that time, we laid on the
table an action agenda on climate chinge -- with specific policy

proposals we were implementing or prepared to implement, and with

our specific calculations concerning hoy much we expected to
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reduce greenhouso |gas emissions as a result of those policies.

The result was enJ ouraging. We found that our expectei year 2000
close

greenhouse gas emission levels were expechd to be IEER our C;u&z?mr)
current levels, Th 5‘;‘ ,VL 9’6 TNCYCASE. eLour wa C cu:\".o“l-?,

When the soichoe changed, indicating that outting CFCe would’

not reduce warming \as much as we had thought, we supplemented

that plan. Earliar\this year, wa added a whole ranga of
1o
additional measures == tromTEPA'e Green Lights program to the

range of energy effi*iency measures contained in my Nationalj

Energy Strategy. | We again laid our plan on the table -~ in

specific detail -- shoying that our policies would reduce U.S.

net greenhouse gas emispions by 125 to 200 million tons a.year by

ceptthe /\}e,-'(ker{a«ls --

No other nationThas aid out such a specific plan of action.

the year 2000,

And that explains our strategy during the negotiations. That
every nation should have a\plan of action, with a focus on
results -- not rhatoric.
It may not have baen wigely reported in the press, but in
area arfter area, the U.S. laiq down specific proposals, and
worked for their adoption. Forjasts. Oceans. Living Marine
Regources. Public pérticipation

Make no mistake. Airzca has not retreated, and will not

Financing.

retreat from 1ts-m in protecting the global (T w‘lv"\cx)
environment, VJL;[@, &9;«4—%;«5 Vi B\"-‘c-w-—"[’ ecoverui C a.r:‘-t‘ut“{\z,
] over
Today, the United States spends ek two peroen?_éte Gross
National Product -- over 3% billion dollars per year —- C.s_uj‘tho\—)

420
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protecting the environment from pollutio That investment is
acheduled to rise. C‘""’\

That continuing commitment of resources and meSisHed energy

reflects one central tenet of our policy -- that what counts is

More importantly, the commitment to act must not end at

UNCED. If Rio is a one-shot deal, it qill have been a failure.

" So when I travel to Brazil next week, I will bring with me
'severgl proposals to extend the commitment of the world community
into the future. We need not just the will to meat, but tha will

to act.

G‘ka«"( )

9y955£99“10

o make sure that the process and the institutional capacity

i1ll to act,

' To strengthen the

I will offer a four point
plan of cooperation.
rirst with respedt to climate. The signing of a convention 9

that calls for action plans is just a first step. Now countries

must move quickly to develop them. 6o I will join in proposing a
"prompt start" to implementation of climate action plans.
The United States is already well along the road to not only

developing but implementing its action plan. B33 we stand ready

qus{
ectoust

:bé EL)

A;is le:
ad

xtve

| 8
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to assist others =-- particularly the developing countriea -- in
preparing theirs. '
The participation qf these developing countries is vital. .

Over the next three decaldes, carbon dioxide emiseiong/from the

developing countries are|projected to triple. Whife today these °

nations account for abouf ona quartar of the rld's emissions,

by the year 2025, they will contributa almpSt half. So any
aéreement which ignores [the need to incYide them is destined to

faill.

To begin this procdss, the Usited States has already
comnitted to help fund gountry/studies that can help these
nations identify the sopirced of emissions and the best means of

ourbing them.

We have insiste roughout the negotiatione that any
solution to the cli at change problem must be comprehensive ==
for the inclusion of all sources’igﬂ'

The agreement we hava reached does

One Af the most cost effective means of reducing net

enissigns for man e_quﬁgﬁbeevE}ll be to enhance graanhouse
) = v t
coNS g : h7 L: A l ) LOWVETS IO

*cve'é‘“fgi

So the second point which I will propose in Rio 1s a major )

= V&E_\_\‘o\' )

29
\m¥7

e

new initiative to protect and Ahance khe werld!as forasts. -(ove!;{v‘/

The benefits of forests arc m ny.
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Tropical forasts cover just seven percent of the world's
surface -- yet they are homs to more than half the world's
species. XAnd farest loss today contributaes abeut—26—porcant—of—

< Daet-man-mads® carpomnm dltoxide-enissicnsg—m

Wa can jump st Yogress On«

At the Houston Economic Summit &woe years ago, ! proposed to

the leaders of the G-7 countries that we work for a glohal forest
convention. And it remains my hope that the principles leading ¢l

to such a convention will be agreed at Rio.

But I propose today to move ahead in advance of that formal x*é'\"‘i‘dc’
£ ceveStT
-convention. - At Rio, I will ask the other industrialized agz, = t:Lﬁ
iz il
5 countries of the world to join me 1n@11n%.‘yorldwide forests e’ge, e
@VP( agsistance Wﬁfve—ﬁem (A v&"w( )
) S
-5 co\»ﬂ”" f“’world forest cover by the end of this decade.j -
TR pent e
[4
%‘,c7¥ c"“b‘" . U./L'ewc
T bl T R e
.5 w [cﬂl‘al&
s j%}‘f:v\
o b
WWET o
e Dept - o,
;{ﬁﬂﬁ ey - ‘ __6}4
‘ gats have disappeared at a Pate

tropical £g of ovar 40 million
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This

(/6? )

% A 3 5’ mechanisns. nd reclplent countries cou]d pr?pose naw ojec:;.\ b&l@&’
- Qe : eonog =¥ -
N The plan {8 to encouragc issweshor oount%';es to iy effect bid )

n the most effdctive projects. This(down p.ayment n forests Ae,“cf’-:(‘ We
market macnanis_xgto achieve the greateSt environmental e w‘e'
return -- because Jnvestments will flow to the rojects with the I9C°—f’;t'é
-V greatest marginal behefit in terms of decreased net emissiong or \[e/'\'-
critical h t preseérved T Cz"""wl“} (S,w’;
A o) . —
- 5&. ((We will also act \to get our own hgse in order. e will
G‘Xoﬂ push Congress to fund our \program -- thé world's largest
C/SVC\'CT{OT)

reforastation effort -- to Rlant a biilion trees a year. AngE S‘
this week, the Forest Service\will Adopt new rules to en Sn:he - Qﬁ(

p"v\ ’f"ﬁi clearcutting of our national f&regts asworest - »j
-@Jﬁ practice.)) fon. awd esxhuce u&uf (vPE

\u&' ) \)&7 wrest may be th most effectiva immediate step

is not\the only one.

the world can take -- but i
The history of the wgrld has beel to benefit from
technology. Technology Aas made us more productive, and raised

our standard of living/ In the U.S., techneclogy has helped us

cut pollution, and betome more energy efficient as weil.
That's onea reagon that my budget includes an investment of
almoet 2 billion dbllars in developing the new \energy and

efficiency relatgd technolegiec of tomorrow.

It is time/for a pey generation of clean growth —~- the
world over. We¢ need a quantum leap in the world's develop, F? CEF'A
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fueled by new, more energy efficient technology =-- and yes, I

ted toward cleaner, more

(EV*)

American businessman

ve Ewviton
eff;c{2;2¢54?elopment

I am pleaced 6 note that hundreds of

will be travelling to Rio for this conference. want the

. opportunitieé and

facing them ~- and the benefits their godds
services 6an providé to the rest of the world -- to be long
lastipg. -
//,,Scéggg third part of our plan is to support a broad pregram
of technology cooperation at Ric -- and afterwards.
Specifically, I propose to oreate a Technology Cooperation Corps.
This Corpé would be teams of U.S. businessmen and women who, with
institutional support from tha govarnment, would investigate the
needs of countries around the world for aenvironmantally sound
technology, and knock down the barriers to making it available.
The need for an ongoing program of technology cooperation
underscores the point that our ability to address global
en&ironmental challenges is evolving -~ as indeed iz our

understanding of the challenges themselves.

i

-So_the—fourthr poimt—3f any program for a clea u y
Eiz/p g ner future 23%2& /bi@£%77

involve a continued program of rasearch and understandlng) Thia CL)

year, we are requesting over $1.4 billion for the U.S. Clobal {%v,
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Change Research Program -- that's more than half the monay spant
on climate research in the entire world., '

We want to make sure that this work is useful. That was the
peint behind our réstrucfurinq of the EOS program last year == to
get results faster, cheaper, and better. That's what Dan Goldin °
is driving for throughout NASA. Today, I am signing a National
Space Policy Directive, developed by Vice President Quayle's
Space Council, that will place us firmly on this path. By using
new technology and smaller satellites, we can move up the
timetable for obtaining critical data on global change.

The directive does something else -- it formalizes our
policy of meking this data available and affordable for
scientists and researchers from the public and private sector

from all around the world.

We believe in sharin benefits of our earth obser

ssage to Rio. To make that

bytes of data == with our best informatio greenhouse effects. \\/

And upo raturn, the U.S.

open this year a Gl
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These four steps =-- the preparation of solid

g

ction plans; a
dramatic first step to protect and enhance foresta; cooperation
in deploying cleaner, moré efficient éechnology; and an ongoing
program ﬁo develop and ghare sound science -- can help us seize
that oppertunity long after the speeches in Rio have been given

and the conference is over.

CER)
v called for the discussion at Rio teo
weN—e cbrfcc*'-

be ‘about both environment and developmen

that the two were inextricably linked. 6Lﬂﬂ£}

Only a growing economy whiech providas hope for the fut

keng—term, it must be sustaimabler— 2

They couldr+t hiave Known how clear the lessons of

would Bein thae intervening two decades. How it_wsSuld be

revealed for™qll to see, when the pollution spawned by

totalitarianism in Eastern Europe for former Soviet Union was

exposad to the world, free markete and democratic

systems provide the accolntakility necessary for a clean

environment.
They

1dn't have known that, as tHe leddérs of the world

preparéd to gather for this nawxt earth summiti\fhe specter of
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ear war == with its unthinkable destruction -»" would be
calmed\ae never before in our poctwar history
They souldn't have envisioned that, th a world at peace, a
more knowledgdable public, and a commigfient from the public and
private sectors of virtually every gountry, those who would be
coming to Rio would ke poised ty9/launch a new generation of clean
growth.

The signars of tha Stoskholm declaration called the

" protection and improvenént of dhe environment "the urgent desire
of all peoples." They could never\hjave known how far we'd come
in these two decades -= and how much ther we'd have. the

potential to g¢.

Thank ydu, God bless you, and God bless the United States of

(=]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ENVIRONMENTAL ADDRE:SS‘A
GODDARD SPACE CENTER
GREENBELT, MARYLAND
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1992
2:00 p.m.

Thank you, Administrator Dan Goldin, for that introduction.
((Senator Mikulski)), ((Administrator Reilly)):

You know, in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin has.
supervised the recovery of a satellite on Endeavor's maiden
voyage, won a vote to save the space station on the floor of the
House, and launched his own "cultural revolution" at NASA. 1I'd
say the '"new NASA" is off to a flying start.//

Twenty years ago this month, the leaders of the world
gathered in Sweden to talk about the human environment.

The Stockholm Declaration they adopted had a simple
conclusion, that: "...through fuller knowledge and wiser action,
we can achieve for ourselves and our posterity a better life in
an environment more in Keeping with human needs and hopes."

That meeting occurred when the environmental movement was in
its infancy. Later that year, the first Clean Water Act passed
the United States Congress. Our EPA at the time was one year
old. America, like so many nations around the world, was just
beginning to face up to the consequences of unmitigated
pollution.

Back then, DDT levels showing up in wildlife around the

Great Lakes were eight times what they are today. PCBs were six

times as prevalent. Thousands of miles of rivers and streams
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were not fit for swimming or fishing. Sulfur dioxide and lead
clogged the lungs of city dwellers. The Cayohoga River in
Cleveland actually caught fire spontaneously -- prompting the
songwriter Randy Newman to pen the song "Burn on, big river, burn
on."

Much has occurred since those early days of
environmentalism. And much of what has occurred happened first
in the United States of America. In just two decades, we've
passed a comprehensive superstructure of statutes to protect our
air, our water, and our wildlife -- to expand our natural areas
and to clean up the lingering legacy of hazardous wastes. Today,
America is a safer, cleaner nation -- and our laws have served as
a model for environmental laws the world over.

We were the first nation to recognize the danger of CFC
emissions by eliminating aerosol propellants, which we did in
1978. Other nations are now following suit as they meet their
obligations under an international agreement to phase out CFCs.

We were the first nation, back in 1975, to adopt catalytic
converters to reduce emissions from our cars and trucks --
European nations are now in the process of adopting them.

In 1982, we began phasing out lead from American gasoline.
Today, ambient levels of lead in our air have been cut by 95
perpent. Now, several other nations are looking at the
possibility of cutting back on leaded gasoline as a means of

meeting their clean air objectives.
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Since 1977, carbon monoxide levels in our air have been cu
30 percent; ozone 20 percent; particulate 25 percent; and sulfu

dioxide 18 percent. The discharge of suspended solids into our

t

waterways was cut by over 80 percent. And as of 1988, 96 percent

of our lakes and reservoirs were found to be fishable and
swimmable.

Throughout these two decades since Stockholm, then, Americ
has been the leader in protecting the environment.

In the last four years, we have worked to extend that recg

a

rd

-- on every front. The 1990 Clean Air Act will cut emissions of

sulfur dioxide in half, emissions of toxic chemicals by ninety

percent, and the number of U.S. cities not meeting smog and

carbon monoxide standards from over a hundred to a handful by the

end of the decade.

We've signed new laws to prevent oil spills by requiring

double hulls on oil tankers, to protect the flyways of migratory

birds, and to help protect our largest rainforest -- the TongaLs.

We have fined and jailed polluters_in record numbers; placed a
moratorium on oil and gas drilling in precious éreas of our
coasts; added over a billion dollars to our system of parks,
wildlife refuges, forests, and public lands; launched a
reforestation plan to plant a billion trees a year; and signed
international agreements on everything from the tfansboundary
movement of hazardous wastes to the protection of the African

elephant.
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Next week, dozens of heads of state will again gather -- in
Rio de Janeiro. I will join them, because the United States has
a stake -- indeed, every nation has a stake -- in a safer,
cleaner world.

And I suppose it is only fitting to come to this center, on '
the eve of the Rio summit, to talk about my vision for building
such a world. To talk about what we have accomplished -- and
what we hope to accomplish. To talk about the lessons learned
since Stockholm, and about the road ahead.

Goddard, through its invaluable contributions to the
understanding and observétion of our earth, has in a very real
sense made progress at the UNCED meeting possible.

‘Your work has revealed some fundamental truths about the
environmental challenges we face.

A spacecraft created at Goddard provided thé world with itls
first image of Earth from space. In one breathtaking photo, you
underlined what volumes of words could not have described
better -- that the earth and its atmosphere are our common
inheritance. That any solution to the problems facing the earth
must involve every nation -- because those problems are global |in
scope.

It was Goddard scientists who developed the Upper
Atmospheric Research Satellite -- UARS --- launched last year,
which is providing us new insight about the ozone layer. The

buildup of chlorine in the upper atmosphere, and the depletion|of
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ozone, are long-term problems, built up over many years. They

will require sustained commitment to solve.

And the lion's share of the science that the world is using

to understand our climate comes from a program with its heart and

soul right here -- the U.S. Global Change Research Program, buil

around the Earth Observing System that Goddard is developing. ¥
are still learning about the enormously complex challenges this

planet faces -- from global warming to El Nino, from biodiversit

&

e

34

to desertification. To make the right decisions, we will need to

learn as we go. So we need a sustained investment in the
knowledge base that makes sound policymaking possible. .
At the end of the day, that's what the Rio summit is all

about. Policy. Making decisions. And taking action.

Frankly, the United States of America has brought a very no-

nonsense approach to the preparations for Rio. We have made it
clear that what matters to us, what matters from the perspectiwv
of the global environment, and what should matter to those who

care about its health, is action.

From the beginning of the climate change negotiations which

formed the centerpiece of this conference,.we made clear this
bias for action.
We offered to host the first round of negotiations at

Chantilly, Virginia in 1991. And at that time, we laid on the

table an action agenda on climate change -- with specific policy

[

proposals we were implementing or prepared to implement, and wifth

our specific calculations concerning how much we expected to
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions as a result of those policies.
The result was encouraging. We found that our expected year 2000
greenhouse gas emission levels were expected to be below our
current levels.

When the science changed, indicating that cutting CFCs would’
not reduce warming as much as we had thought, we supplemented
that plan. Earlier this year, we adqed a whole range of
additional measures -- from EPA's Green Lights program to the
range of energy efficiency measures contained in my National
Energy Strategy. We again laid our plan on the table -- in
specific detail -- showing that our policies would reduce U.S.
net greenhouse gas emissions by 125 to 200 million tons a year by
the year 2000.

No other nation has laid out such a specific plan of action.
And that explains our strategy during the negotiations. That
every nation should have a plan of action, with a focus on
results -- not rhetoric.

It may not have been widely feported in the press, but in
area after area, the U.S. laid down specific proposals, and
worked for their adoption. Forests. Oceans. Living Marine
Resources. Public participation. Financing.

Make no mistake: America has not retreated, and will not
retreat from its leadership role in protecting the global
environment.

Today, the United States spends about two percent its Gross

National Product -- over 100 billion dollars per year --
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protecting the environment from pollution. That investment is
scheduled to rise.

That continuing commitment of resources and national energy
reflects one central tenet of our policy -- that what counts is
performance over the long haul. We may not go to Rio with the
best words, but we will go with the best policies.

More importantly, the commitment to act must not end at
UNCED. If Rio is a one-shot deal, it will have been a failure.

So when I travel to Brazil next week, I will bring with me
several proposals to extend the commitment of the world community
into the future. We need not just the will to meet, but the will
to act. —

To make sure that thelprocess and the institutional capacity
for follow-up exists, we will endorse a continuing entity under
the auspices of the United Nations -- a Council on Sustainable
Development -- to help foster the international cooperation we
will need to tackle these global problems.

To strengthen the will to act, I will offer a four point
plan of céoperation.

First with respect to climate. The signing of a convention
that calls for action plans is just a first step. Now countriqs
must move quickly to develop them. So I will join in proposing a
"prompt start" to implementation of climate action plans.

The United States is already well along the road to not only

developing but implementing its action plan. But we stand ready
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to assist others -- particularly the developing countries -- in
preparing theirs.

The participation of these developing countries is vital.
Oover the next three decades, carbon dioxide emissions from the

developing countries are projected to triple. While today thes:

W

nations account for about one quarter of the world's emissions,
by the year 2025, they will contribute almost half. So any
agreement which ignores the need to include them is destined to
fail.

To begin this process, the United States has already
committed to help"fuhd country studies that can help these
nations identify the sources of emissions and the best means of
curbing them.

We have insisted throughout the negotiations that any
solution to the climate change problem must be comprehensive --
that is, it should allow for the inclusion of all sources and
sinks of greenhouse gases. The agreement we have reached does
just this.

One of the most cosﬁ effective means of reducing net
emissions for many countries will be to enhance greenhouse
sinks -- in particular, forests. |

So the second point which I will propose in Rio is a majon
new initiative to protect and enhance the world's forests.

The benefits of forests are many -- they filter the air'and

water; they provide products from timber and fuelwood to
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ingredients for Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream; they sequester carbon;
and they provide habitat for all manner of living things.

Tropical forests cover just seven percent of the world's
surface -- yet they are home to more than half the world's
species. And forest loss today contributes about 20 percent of
net man made carbon dioxide emissions.

We can jump start progress on addressing global warming and
protecting the biological diversity of the earth with a single
forceful step on behalf of forests -- and we can do it today.

At the Houston Economic Summit two years ago, I proposed to
the leaders of the G-7 countries that we work for a global forest
convention. And it remains my hope that the principles leading
to such a convention will be agreed at Rio.

But I propose today to move ahead in advance of that formal
convention. At Rio, I will ask the other industrialized
countries of the world to join me in doubling worldwide forests
assistance. The goal of this initiative would be to stabilize
world forest cover by the end of this decade.

About $1.35 billion dollars a year are now provided
worldwide in forest assistance. I propose to double this amount
to $2.7 billion. As a downpayment, the U.S. will increase its
bilateral forest assistance by 150 million dollars next year'é-ﬁfﬁalhﬁiﬂk

Forests today are under stress. 1In the last decade, Czaéidé“&@’

tropical forests have disappeared at a rate of over 40 million I?_g@404d

acres a year. 1/4{7/
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This initiative would reverse that trend. The assistance
can be provided through existing bilateral or multilateral
mechanisms. And recipient countries could propose new projects)
The plan is to encourage investor countries to in effect bid
on the most effective projects. This down payment on forests

will use a market mechanism to achieve the greatest environmental

[(4

return -- because investments will flow to the projects with th
greatest ﬁarginal benefit in terms of decreased net emissions or
critical habitat preserved.

((We will also act to get our own house in order. We will
push Congress to fund our program -- the world's largest
reforestation effort -- to plant a billion trees a year; And
this week, the Forest Service will adopt new rules to end the
clearcutting of our national forests as an acceptable forest
practice.))

Saving the forests may be the most effective immediate step
the world can take -- but it is not the only one.

The history of the world has been to benefit from
technology. Technology has made us more productive, and raised
our standard of living. In the U.S., technology has helped us
cut pollution, and become more energy efficient as well.

That's one reason that my budget includes an investment of
almost a billion dollars in developing the new enerqgy and
efficiency related technologies of tomorrow.

It is time for a new generation of clean growth —-- the

world over. We need a quantum leap in the world's develop,
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fueled by new, more energy efficient technology -- and yes, I
hope much of it will be American technology.

In preparation for the UNCED summit, I met with the Business
Council for Sustainable Development -- businessmen from around
the world who sense the opportunity presented by a partnership
between businesses and governmehts oriented toward cleaner, more
efficient development.

I am pleased to note that hundreds of American businessmen

will be travelling to Rio for this conference. I want the

opportunities facing them -- and the benefits their goods and
services can provide to the rest of the world -- to be long
lasting. —_

So tﬁe third part of our plan is to support a broad program
of technology cooperation at Rio -- and afterwards.
Specifically, I propose to create a Technology Cooperation Corps.
This Corps would be teams of U.S. businessmen and women who, with
institutional support from the government, would investigate the
needs of countries around the world for environmentally sound
technology, and knock down the barriers to making it available.

The need for an ongoing program of technology cooperation
underscores the point that our ability to address global
environmental challenges is evolving -- as indeed is our
understanding of the challenges themselves.

So the fourth point of any program for a cleaner future must
involve a continued program of research and understanding. This

year, we are requesting over $1.4 billion for the U.S. Global
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Change Research Program -- that's more than half the money spen
on climate research in the entire world.
We want to make sure that this work is useful. That was t
point behind our restructuring of the EOS program last year --
get results faster, cheaper, and better. That's what Dan Goldi
is driving for throughout NASA. Today, I am signing a National

Space Policy Directive, developed by Vice President Quayle's

Space Council, that will place us firmly on this path. By using

new technology and smaller satellites, we can move up the
timetable for obtaining critical data on global change.

The directive does something else -- it formalizes our
policy of making this data available and affordable for
scientists and researchers from the public and private sector
from all around the world.

We believe in sharing the benefits of our earth observatiog
system -- and I Wil; take that message to Rio. To make that
message concrete, we will distribute at UNCED, at no cost,
thousands of copies of computer disks -- each with over a billi
bytes of data -- with our best information on greenhouse effect

And upon our return, the U.S. will open this year a Global
Change Research Information Office to disseminate this
information to governments, businesses, and scientists.

UNCED not only holds out the promise of ushering in an era
of sustainable development; it gives us the chance to help laun

a new generation of clean growth.
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These four éteps -- the preparation of solid action plans;
dramatic first step to protect and enhance forests; cooperation
in deploying cleaner, more efficient technology; and an ongoing
program to develop and share sound science -- can help us seize
that opportunity long after the speeches in Rio have been given
and the conference is over.

Our predecessors who met at Stockholm had the gift of

foresight. They explicitly called for the discussion at Rio to

be about both environment and development. They knew, back then,

that the two were inextricably linked.
Only a growing economy which provides hope for the future
can generate the resources and the will to manage natural asset:

for the longer term and the common good. But only assets which

are so managed can support the growth on which so much human hog

is hinged. By definition, for development be successful in the
long-term, it must be sustainable.

They couldn't have known how clear the lessons of history
would be in the intervening two decades. How it would be

revealed for all to see, when the pollution spawned by

Ul

totalitarianism in Eastern Europe and for former Soviet Union was

exposed to the world, that only free markets and democratic
systems provide the accountability necessary for a clean
environment.

They couldn't have known that, as the leaders of the world

prepared to gather for this next earth summit, the specter of
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nuclear war -- with its unthinkable destruction -- would be
calmed as never before in our postwar history.

They couldn't have envisioned that, with a world at peace,
more knowledgeable public, and a commitment from the public and
private sectors of virtually every country, those who would be
coming to Rio would be poised to launch a new generation of cle
growth.

The signers of the Stockholm declaration called the
protection and improvement of the environment "the urgent desir
of all peoples." They could never have known how far we'd come
in these two decades —-- and how much further we'd have the
potential to go.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States

America.

# # # # # #
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2:00 p.m.

Thank you, Administrator Dan Goldin, for that introduction.

m—-—ﬁ-ma,(, Wadninistrator Reilly))x Dr. John Clg‘ize;(bggw

//// You know, in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin wivese

supervised the recovery of a satellite on Endeavor's maiden

|
/&>voyage, won a vote to save the space station on the floor of the

7
/House, and launched his own "cultural revolution" at NASA. 1I'd

(say the "new NASA" is off to a flying start.//
/// Twenty years ago this month, the leaders of the world
gathered in Sweden to talk about the human environment.
fjapcvngzs The Stockholm Declaration they adopted had a simple
conclusion, that: "...through fuller knowledge and wiser action,
we can achieve for ourselves and our posterity a better life in

n environment more in keeping with human needs and hopes."

That meeting occurred when the environmental movement was in

vess yassecd landmark. Clean Water
its infancy. Later that year, M-m
S |egis\adion. £ o -
CPAfoded W Our EPA at the time wa . .
12)70 ) ) :ﬁg& +
old. America i ' Was o

beginning to face up to the consequences of unmitigated
pollution.

Back then, DDT levels showing up in wildlife around the

N

(?4@9*“;#' Great Lakes were eight times what they are today. PCBs were six
EN repr

¢

J}jzﬂ%ltimes as prevalent. 3 Thousands of miles of rivers and streams
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were not fit for swimming or fishing. Mu

<clogged the dungs of city dwellers. The QM' River in
« Cleveland actually caught firem' -- prompting the
songwriter Randy Newman to pen the w "Burn on, big river, burn
on." '
/// Much has occurred since those early days of
environmentalism. And much of what has occurred happened first
( in the United States of America. In just two decades, we've
\ﬁ passed compreheﬁéive supefseructurs:>f statutes to protect our
\// L?%ir, our "water, and our wildlife -- to expand our natural areas

/ and to clean up the lingering legacy of hazardous wastes. Today,

America is a safer, cleaner nation -- and our laws have served as

\\a model for environmental laws the world over.

a& / We were the first nation to recognize the danger of CFC
=¥“} f; emissions by eliminating aerosol propellants, which we did in
1978. Other nations are now following suit as they meet their
) “fﬁ‘)<f obligations under an international agreement to phase out CFCs.
i??;u m%/ We were the first nation, back in 1975, to adopt catalytic
if;inwb( converters to reduce emissions from our cars and trucks --

\\European nations are now in the process of adopting them.

uh s g In 1982, we began phasing out lead from American gasoline.
5 ,k' :',f

3}(1~ Today, ambient levels of lead in our air have been cut by 95
percent. Now, several other nations are looking at the

fcgossibility of cutting back on leaded gasoline as a means of

(meeting their clean air objectives.

\%
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Since 1977, carbon monoxide levels in our air have been cut
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dioxide 187 percent.
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of our lakes and reservoirs were found to be fishable-and
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Throughout these two decades since Stockholm, then, America
\/Q;has been the leader in protecting the environment.

Y In the last four years, we have worked to extend that record

-- on every front. The 1990 Clean Air Act will cut emissions of
négw Ct/' sulfur dioxide in half, emissions of toxic chemicals by ninety

percent, and the number of U.S. cities not meeting smog and
carbon monoxide standards from over a hundred to a handful by the
end of the decade.

/

/ We've signed new laws to prevent 0il spills by requiring
/fdouble hulls on oil tankers, to protect the iiggg;ffof migratory
birds, and to help protect our largest rainforest -- the Tongass.
We have fined and jailed polluters in record numbers; placed a
\L;;\moratorium on oil and gas drilling in precious areas of our
/coasts; added over a billion dollars to our system of parks,
wildlife refuges, forests, and public lands; launched a
reforestation plan to plant a billion trees a year; and signed
! international agreements on everything from the transboundary

movement of hazardous wastes to the protection of the African

\\elephant.
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Next week, heads of state will =gubm gatherx in

Rio de Janeiro. I will join them, because the United States has

a stake -- indeed, every nation has a stake -- in a s-eu\cleaner)

sofer

eobeanes world.
And I suppose it is only fitting to come to this center, on

M&W to talk-about my-vision—for-building-
@ “"
/ rm-wriér mqw—talk -about what._we have _accomplished-~~--and .\),,/ :.'s’}“( v

( what_we-hope -to-accomplishi—To t@lk about the lessons learned

\
\since Stockholm, and about the road ahead.

/ Goddard, through its invaluable contributions to the
‘ /L understanding and observation of our earth, has in a very real
V/
jense made progress at the UNCED meeting possible.

/

A

»

Your work has revealed some fundamental truths about the

Vi environmental challenges we face.

oddard-ma syacecraft
4 i éﬁﬂﬁi&mﬂ%ﬂ provided the world with its

first image of Earth from space. 1In one breathtaking photo, you

\ underlined what volumes of words could not have described

Vf Z7better -- that the earth and its atmosphere are our common
/ inheritance. That any solution to the problems facing the earth

| must involve every nation -- because those problems are global in
\

| SO
scope.
4 It was Goddard scientists who developed the Upper
AtmospherseResearch Satellite -- UARS --- launched last year,

which is providing us new insight about the ozone layer. The

buildup of chlorine in the upper atmosphere, and the depletion of
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A ozone, are long-term problems, built up over many years. They
./»;yill require sustained commitment to solve.
/// And the lion's share of the science that the world is using
/

to understand our climatg)cpnes”from a program with its heart and
/ soul right here -- the ¥es Global Change Research Program, built

f around the Earth Observing System that Goddard is developing.

We
\7;are still learning about the

enormously complex challenges this
wgu,, //planet faces, *'

lg l{'

ﬂ comdesertitterttor™ To make the right decisions, we will need to

learn as we go. So we need a sustained investment in the

\\gnowledge base that makes sound policymaking possible.

2 iy
/ about . wmReduireym Makinqv/%decisions .
7// Frankly, the United States of America has brought a very no-

| nonsense approach to the preparations for Rio.
/V;’ ‘\»

that's what the Rio summit is all

a——
—

And taking action.

We have made it

V’(ﬁclear that what matters to us, what matters from the perspective

/ of the global environment, and what should matter to those who
:

\\care about its health, is action.

From the beginning of the climate change negotiations which

formed the centerpiece of this conference, we made clear this

v/

chmdtduﬁl

Chantllly, Virginia in 1991. And at that time, we laid on the

table an action agenda on climate change -- with specific policy

bi f t .
g & ‘Fﬁ’\zcsét\?‘\ld Nadimns convened an srganigadional session o corference on glibsl

proposals we were implementing or prepared to implement, and with

our specific calculations concerning how much we expected to



: ‘reduce greenhouse gas emissions as a result of those policies.
The result was encouraging. We found that our expected year 2f
y . :
@V&Q‘J 050)\/

c[/

6

: ,
greenhouse gas emission levels were expected to be below our

current levels.

When the science changed, indicating that cutting CFCs wo

not reduce warming as much as we had thought,‘wé'supplemented
that plan. Earlier this year, we added a whole range of
additional measures -- from EPA's Green Lights program to the

range of energy efficiency measures contained in my National
Enerqgy Strateéy. We again laid our.plan on the taﬁlé -= in
specific detail -- showiné that our policies woﬁld feduce U.s.
net greenhouse gas emissions by 125 to_zoo million tons a year

the year 2000.

No other nation has laid out such a specific plan of acti
And that explains our strategy during the negotiations. That
every nation should have a plan of action; with4a focus on
results -- not rhetoric. |

It may not,pgve been ﬁidely reported ih tﬁe:press, but in
area after_aréa, the U.S. laid dowh specificiﬁropoééls, and: a
worked for their adoption. Forests. Oceahs. .Living Marine
esources. Public participation. Financing.

Make no misfake: America has not retreated, énd ﬁill.not""
retreét from its leadership role in protecting the global |
nvironment.

Today, thg‘United States spends about two pefcent its Gross

National Product -- over 100 billion dollars per year --

on.



7
/}7protecting the environment from pollution. That investment is
V' / scheduled to rise.
N
That continuing commitment of resources and national energy

K,reflects one central tenet of our policy -- that what counts is

,7performance over the long haul. Jie=maj=nobt-—ge=teo=Rio=witir-the

’

More importantly, the commitment to act must not end at

~ o
/UNCED. If Rio is a one-shot deal, it will have been a failure.

O take
So when I travel to Brazil next week, I will d&msineg with me

N\

/\ several proposals to extend the commitment of the world community
v into the future. We need not just the will to meet, but the will
\-to act. —
To make sure that the process and the institutional capacity
for follow-up exists, we will endorse a continuing entity under
\/ the auspices of the United Nations -- a Council on Sustainable
Development -- to help foster the international cooperation we
ill need to tackle these global problems.
/// To strengthen the will to act, I will offer a fougxboint
plan of cooperation.
' First with respect to climate. The signing of a convention
i\ that calls for action plans is just a first step. Now countries
\///Q\“muit move quickly to develop them. So I will join in proposing a

rompt .‘to implementation of climate action plans.

K\d The United States is already well along the road to not only

eveloping but implementing its action plan. But we stand ready
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,66 assist others -- particularly the developing countries =-- in
preparing theirs.

The participation of these developing countries is vital.
over the next three decades, carbon dioxide emissions from the
developing countries are projected to triple. While today these '
nations account for about one quarter of the world's emissions,
by the year 2025, they will contribute almost half. So any
agreement which ignores the need to include them is destined to
fail.

To begin this process, the United States has already
committed to help fund country studies that can help these
nations identify the sources of emissions and the best means of
curbing them.

/ / We have insisted throughout the negotiations that any
k/ x;solution to the climate change problem must be comprehensive --
/ that is, it should allow for the inclusion of all sources and

| sinks of greenhouse gases. The agreement we have reached does

}
f

J

just this.

Oone of the most cost effective means of reducing net
emissions for many countries will be to enhance greenhouse
sinks -- in particular, forests.

So the second point which I will propose in Rio is a major
new initiative to protect and enhance the world's forests.

\ The benefits of forests are many -- they filter the air and

\»
‘water; they provide products from timber and fuelwood to



Do not mentor. a beard

flame. 4/50 7%27/2 L1BEFA L
s /e oream makers/

/&ngredients for-Ben—and—Ja;ay&E*ice Cream; they sequester carbon; L///

/ and they provide habitat for all manner of living things.

{ Tropical forests cover just seven percent of the world's
/ surface -- yet they are home to more than half the world's

T tk‘23s+u#ﬂv\
WV ‘7 species. today contributes about 20 percent of

net man made carbon dioxide emissions.

~—

We can jump start progress on addressing global warming and
\//:ﬁrotecting the biological diversity of the earth with a single
K;orceful step on behalf of forests -- and we can do it today.
//‘ At the Houston Economic Summit two years ago, I proposed to

Cril“‘ the leaders of the G-7 countries that we work for a global forest
ALS
7 |V 22° /convention. And it remains my hope that the principles leading

A

{
K_Ep such a convention will be agreed at Rio.

But I propose today to move ahead in advance of that formal
convention. At Rio, I will ask the other industrialized
countries of the world to join me in doubling worldwide forests
assistance. The goal of this initiative would be to stabilize

i\,\kworld forest cove:((by the end of this decade)) Ep %‘8:;: y cade.
| About $1.35 billion dollars a year are now provided

/' worldwide in forest assistance. I propose to double this amount

\//f K? to $2.7 billion. As a downpayment, the U.S. will increase its

/ bilateral forest assistance by 150 million dollars next year.

Forests today are under stress. In the last decade,
' tropical forests have disappeared at a rate of over 40 million

|
\

\_ acres a year.
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J 4 This initiative would reverse that trend. The assistance
V/f;can be provided through existing bilateral or multilateral
L/:mechanisms. And recipient countries could propose new projects.
The plan is to encourage investor countries to in effect bid
on the most effective projects. This down payment on forests
will use a market mechanism to achieve the greatest environmental

/[ | . .
\/ (Lreturn -- because investments will flow to the projects with the

| greatest marginal benefit in terms of decreased net emissions or

critical habitat preserved.

L
4 ((We will also act to get our own house in order. We will
Y g;push congress to fund our program -- the world's largest

(/reforestatlon effort -- to plant a billion trees a year. And

annpunce
3 thls week, the Forest Service will edep& new rules to end the

as a Standayd Commercial Hmber hanvest prach<e in Nattmal
of-eur hational forests as-an acceptable forest-

'clearcutting

L_spnaaidats ) )

V/Kf saving the forests may be the most effective immediate step
f%he world can take -- but it is not the only one.
~ The history of the world has been to benefit from
technology. Technology has made us more productive, and raised
our standard of living. In the U.S., technology has helped us
k‘cut pollution, and become more energy efficient as well.
u// That's one reason that my budget includes an investment of
almost a billion dollars in developing the new energy and
3}w /éfficiency related technologies of tomorrow.
\/éf It is time for a new generation of clean growth -- the
orld over. We need a quantum leap in the world's develog@wﬁbl



v

1l

Cffueled by new, more energy efficient technology -- and yes, I

?Lhope much of it will be American technology.

, In preparation for the UNCED summit, I met with the Business
Council for Sustainable Development -- businessmen from around
the world who sense the opportunity presented by a partnership
between businesses and governments oriented toward cleaner, more
efficient development.

I am pleased to note that hundreds of American businessmen
will be travelling to Rio for this conference. I want the
opportunities facing them -- and the benefits their goods and
services can provide to the rest of the world -- to be long
lasting. e

So the third part of our plan is to support a broad program

;g ) of technology cooperation at Rio -- and afterwards.
\J specifically, I propose to create a Technology Cooperation Corps.
i This Corps would be teams of U.S. businessmen and women who, with
/ institutional support from the government, would investigate the
| needs of countries around the world for environmentally sound
technology, and knock down the barriers to making it available.

The need for an ongoing program of technology cooperation
underscores the point that our ability to address global
environmental challenges is evolving -- as indeed is our
understanding of the challenges themselves.

A

So the fourth point of any program for a cleaner future must
/ i

nvolve a continued program of research and understanding. This

VI
) 7year, we are requesting over $1.4mllion for thedd®™® Global

A 4
\, N A
J "y
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“I 3¢, message concrete, we w1lg,

- 12
/e W nwst odvanced. pragram mglobal
[ Change Research Program -- :
0/ cha vesearch iesues mthe world .

/// We want to make sure that this work is useful. That was the
/ point behind our restructuring of the EOS program last year -- to

get results faster, cheaper, and better. That's what Dan Goldin

L amaircing I have siq
is driving for throughout NASA. Today, I am sagndRg a ational

The Nettional

Space Policy Directive, developed by
//SSpace Council, that will place us firmly on this path. By using

{ new technology and smaller satellites, we can move up the

V/{fyimetable for obtaining critical data on global change.

v
/ The directive does something else -- it formalizes our

e

‘policy of making this data available and affordable for
/ ’scientists and researchers from the public and private sector

i_from all around the world.

i tflbute at UNCED, at no cost,

5 |
J Y i’ 7 Ma*
Z%;‘ thousands of copies of computer disks --i-h-qgth-uv!!-!-t!!!!!n

/

%/

M‘

$

R mm.th our best 1nformat10n on greenhouse é‘ffects )}

\S
/ ‘P‘Hu&.“.’ the U.S. will open dhismpeady a Global

Change Research Information Office to disseminate this

information to governments, businesses, and scientists.
f// UNCED not only holds out the promise of ushering in an era
\/Z{ef sustainable development; it gives us the chance to help launch
7

/ a new generation of clean growth.
\



13
,//1 These four steps -- the preparation of solid action plans; a
( dramatic first step to protect and enhance forests; cooperation
k» in deploying cleaner, more efficient technology; and an ongoing
program to develop and share sound science -- can help us seize
g‘that opportunity long after the speeches in Rio have been given
L-and the conference is over.
/// Our predecessors who met at Stockholm had the gift of

A .
/ foresight. They explicitly called for the discussion at Rio to
/9

\d/ ‘{be about both environment and development. They knew, back then,

L

ithat the two were inextricably linked.

/ Only a growing economy which provides hope for the future

/| can generate the resources and the will to manage natural assets
V//%;for the longer term and the common good. But only assets which

/

f'are so managed can support the growth on which so much human hope
| is hinged. By definition, for development be successful in the
long-term, it must be sustainable.

They couldn't have known how clear the lessons of history
would be in the intervening two decades. How it would be
revealed for all to see, when the pollution spawned by

gj/’ totalitarianism in Eastern Europe and <fe® former Soviet Union was
exposed to the world, that only free markets and democratic
systems provide the accountability necessary for a clean

environment.

They couldn't have known that, as the leaders of the world

\ /&

iprepared to gather for this next earth summit, the specter of

V4
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#:nuclear war -- with its unthinkable destruction -- would be
‘/ ;ga1med as never before in our postwar history.

/ They couldn't have envisioned that, with a world at peace, a
more knowledgeable public, and a commitment from the public and
private sectors of virtually every country, those who would be

/ coming to Rio would be poised to launch a new generation of clean

rowth.

/// The signers of the Stockholm declaration called the

L protection and improvement of the environment "the urgent desire

77 e whole word."
L/“7of peoplesp| They could never have known how far we'd come

/
{
{

in these two decades -- and how much further we'd have the
i
\bpotential to go.
\/{ Thank you, God bless youXand Sotmipbe®s® the United States of
9 .
( America.

# F #F #F # #
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Now, so far I've talked about what the
Government can do. But as I finish here, let
me just say the more I am in this wonderfully
challenging job—and again, I'm very grateful
to the people around this room because I
see many, many that go back to my earliest
days in Texas politics—but the longer I am
in this job, the more convinced I am that
Government alone simply cannot solve these
problems. It can’t be done.

You might say, “What keeps a kid in
school? What keeps a kid away from drugs?
What keeps a kid out of the gangs?” It’s not
Government. It is family. Barbara Bush said
it right: What happensin your house is far
more important than what happens in the
White House. We have got to find ways to
strengthen the American family, and we must
find ways to see that not one piece of legisla-
tion passes that diminishes the American
family. :

I've been in politics a long, long time. I
computed it the other day. Half of my adult
life since I got out of the Navy and went
to school ang then moved out to Odessa in
the spring of 1948, half of my adult life has
been in public life, and exactly half has been
in the private sector. We have been blessed,
both Barbara and I have been blessed, by
the challenges and the joy that we've had in
all kinds of %ascinating assignments. '

The more I think of our country, I'd say
this: We have been through tough times. The
country’s been through tough times. That's
changing. Things are beginning to move. We
are not a pessimistic Nation. We are a rising
Nation, and we are full of promise for the
future. I have vowed, as we try to get some-
thing done with Congress before the shift
goes entirely into politics in this every-4-year
dance that we're all engaged in, that I will
not attack any single opponent. I haven't
done it since it started. Five people in the
Democratic side, one on the Republican
side, bolstered by the press that love a good
fight. I am not going to do it. I am going
to concentrate on trying to lead this country,
I'm going to concentrate on trying to build
and get something done.

‘But I want each and every one of you to
kiiow that I am ready for the battle that lies
ahead. I have never felt more confident of
a victory, and I have never felt more fired
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up about taking our sound message of values
and opportunity to the American people in
the fall.

So let all these other balloons go up. Let
everybody else have their day in the sun. Our
day is going to prevail because we are right
on the issues, because we are compassionate
and caring about the American people, and
because our fundamental values, our fun-
damental values of faith and family is what
this country is all about.

Thank you all for what you're doing, and
may God bless the United States of America.
Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 7:.37 p.m. at
the Grand Kempinski Hotel, In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. WA. Criswell, pastor,
First Baptist Church of Dallas; Fred
McClure, managing director, First Southwest
Co.; Robert A. Mosbacher, Jr.. chairman,
Texas Victory °92; Kay Bailey-Hutchison,
Texas State treasurer; and Rick Perry, Texas
commissioner of agriculture. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks. '

Remarks to Goddard Space Flight
Center Employees in Greenbe t,
Maryland

June 1, 1992

Thank you very, very much. Thank you for
this welcome to Goddard. And Dan Goldin,
thank you, sir, for the introduction, the lead-
ership you're giving the Agency. With me is
Bill Reilly. We've been talkin “today about
the upcoming summit in Brazif the environ-
mental meeting down there. And this visit
is very timely for both of us, I think, seein
what * magnificent contribution Goddar.
makes to a better understanding of our plan-
et. I want to salute Mike Deland, who was
with us up at Camp David a little bit ago.
He runs our Council on Environmental
Quality. He’s at my side in the White House,
a sound environmentalist. Dr. Klineberg, 1
listened, I had the applause meter on when
you walked in, and either they’re scared of
you or you're doing something right, [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know which it is, iut it was most

T e e i L L

T i
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using the aerosol phaseout as credit to meet
the terms of the Montreal Protocol. We are
42 percent ahead of the schedule required
by that agreement. And earlier this year, on
the basis of science developed by NASA, we
unilaterally decided to speed up our time-
table for phasing out CFC’s to the end of
1995. We were the first nation, back in 1975,
to adopt catalytic converters to reduce those
emissions from our cars and trucks. In 1982,
we began phasing out lead from American
gasoline, and now ambient levels of lead in
our air have been cut by 95 percent. Other
nations are only now taking these two steps.

I came to this office committed to extend
America’s record of environmental leader-
ship. And I've worked to do so in a way that
is compatible with economic growth because
this balance is absolutely essential and be-
cause these are twin goals, not mutually ex-
clusive objectives. You see, those who met
20 years ago at Stockholm and called for this
UNCED, this summit, explicitly called for
the discussion at Rio to be about both envi-
ronment and development. And they knew
even back then that the two were inextricably
linked. Only a growing economy can gen-
erate the resources and the will to manage
natural assets for the longer term and the
common good. But only assets which are so
managed can support the growth on which
so much human hope is hinged. By defini-
tion, for development to be successful in the
long term, it has got to be sustainable. And
so, I invite comparison of the record that we
as a country and as an administration have
built. It is aggressive. It is comprehensive.
And it is ambitious, but carefully balanced.
What we've done in this administration re-
flects the new environmentalism, more so-
phisticated in its approach, that harnesses the
power of the marketplace in the service of
the environment. Let me give you some ex-
amples.

The 1990 Clean Air Act, which I proposed
and signed into law, is the most ambitious
air pollution legislation anywhere on Earth.
It will cut aci(%l rain, smog, toxic chemical
emissions. And yet it will do so with innova-
tions the whole world is watching. We have
a trading system for sulfur dioxide reduc-
tions, have a new generation of cleaner fuels
and cleaner cars, a massive—and to date suc-

.action strategy as we in the United States
have done. We first laid our plan on the table
in February 1991 with speci.gc policy pro
als and specific calculations concerning EO :
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cessful—voluntary air toxics reduction pro-
gram.

Our national parks are under stress from
millions of visitors. And so, just in the last
4 years, we've added over a million and
acres to America’s parks, forests, wildlife ref-
uges, and to other public land. We've created
57 new wildlife refuges and restored or pro-
tected more than a half a million acres a year
of important wetlands. And at the same time,
we've streamlined the permitting process so
that projects which don’t hurt wetlands aren’t
slowed down. And we've made sure to fe-
spect people’s private property rights.

We've placed a moratorium on oil and gas
drilling allc)mg the most environmentally sen-
sitive areas of our coasts, signed new laws
to protect against oilspills, to end below-cost
timber sales in America’s largest rain forest,
the Tongass, and to promote environmental
education. We've backed our laws up with
strict enforcement to make the polluters pay.
And the results have been record c
tributions to cleanups from businesses.

And we have attended to the international
environment with new agreements to stop
the irresponsible export of toxic wastes, fto
ban trade in ivory and thereby stop the ex-
tinction of elephants due to poaching, and
to use debt forgiveness to protect the enyi-
ronment through debt-for-nature swaps.

In short, our country, America, retains its
place at the forefront of international enyi-
ronmental accomplishment. Our laws have
served as a model for environmental laws the

world ovir. America’s environmental accorh- -

plishments have not come by mistake; they
are the result of sustained investment. Today,
the U.S. spends about 2 percent of its gross
domestic product, over $100 billion per yedr,
on pollution control. In comparison to other
nations, that'’s among the highest in
world.

Americans have always believed that ap-
tions speak louder than words. And simple
wisdom has guided our approach to the ques-
tions on the table at Rio. We will sign a goad
agreement on climate change. It is based gn
the idea that every nation should prepare
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impressive. And thanks for your hospitality.
May 1 salute Brian Dailey, out here, of the
Space Council. And T'd like to thank Dr.
Fisk, who helped us in the tour.

Now, you know that it's been a month, and
in just over a month on the job, Dan Goldin
supervised the recovery of a satellite on En-
deavor's maiden voyage; he won a vote, a
very important vote, to save the space station
on the floor of the House; and he launched
his own cultural revolution at NASA. And I'd
say the new NASA is off to a flying start.
And 1 am very grateful to him for taking on
this terribly important assignment heading
up NASA.

Twenty years ago this month, 20 years ago,
the leaders of the world gathered in Sweden
to talk about the human environment. The
Stockholm Declaration that they adopted
had a simple conclusion, that through fuller
knowledge and wiser action we can achieve
for ourselves and our posterity a better life
in an environment more in keeping with
human needs and hopes. Much has been ac-
complished since those early days of
environmentalism, and much has been
learned.

We've learned that only market-oriented
economies and democratic systems provide
the accountability needed to protect against
environmental degradation. The coating of
soot that the world found when the curtain
of secrecy was pulled back from Eastern Eu-
rope was but one visible demonstration of
that.

We've learned that the economy can grow
even while pollution is reduced. Since 1973,
our GDP has grown by more than 50 per-
cent. And yet air quality has gotten better:
Emissions of carbon monoxide and smog-
forming ozone, sulfur dioxide, and particu-
late matter are all down by more than 20
percent. And water quality has gotten better:
We've achieved an 80 percent reduction in
suspended solids from industrial and sewage
treatment plants.

We've learned that technology, spurred by
the right incentives, can provide help to the
environment that no amount of regufation of
old technology could have achieved. Techno-
logical progress can cut pollution rather than
increase it. And at the same time, the effi-
ciency gained is good for profits.

June 1 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

And we've learned that market-based
mechanisms and flexibility, aimed at dmbi-
tious objectives and backed up by rigorous
enforcement, can help us solve environ-
mental problems at less cost than command-
and-control regulation.

We've learned about a new generation of
environmental problems that are global in
scope and that will require international co-
operation to solve. This week, and I referred
to this earlier, over 100 heads of state will
gather in Rio de Janeiro, and it will be time
to apply those lessons. And what better| place
to £scuss our plans for taking on the prob-
lems of the international environment than
here at Goddard.

I thought as I was on this little tour, which
was all too quick but nevertheless gave me
a little feel about the magnificent work that
the wonderful employees of Goddard do, 1
thought wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if
these 100 or more heads of state coulj actu-

ally walk through the laboratories here and
get a practical feeling for what it is you are
doing, to see how they can better monitor
the changes that they talk about or that they
get from their environmental ministers. It’s
a wonderful thing. And I think it’s very timely
that I've had this opportunity, and I lgok for-
ward to sharing with those people down in
Rio.

It is science developed here that has given
the world a new window from which to see
its environment. A spacecraft managed by
Goddard provided humanity with jts first
image of Earth from space. It was ypur sci-
entists, Goddard’s scientists, who developed -
the upper atmosphere research satellite
launched last year, which is providing us new
insight about the content of the ozore layer.
And the lion’s share of the science that the
world is using to understand our climate
comes from a program with its heart and soul
right here, the Global Change Research Pro- .

, built around the Mission to Planet
Earth that Goddard is developing,

When we go to Rio, the U.S. will go proud-
ly as the world’s leader, not just in environ-
mental research but in environmental action.
The United States was the first nation to rec-
ognize the danger of CFC emissions by
eliminating aerosol propellants, whi{l::e did

in 1978. Other nations are now following suit
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much greenhouse gas emissions would be re-
duced. When the science on CFC'’s changed,
we added new measures, and we again laid
our plan on the table. We showed that our
policies would reduce projected year 2000
greenhouse gas emissions by 125 ‘million to
200 million tons, or by 7 to 11 percent. No
other nation except The Netherlands has laid
out such a specific plan of action. And that's
why we insisted that the focus be on results,
not on rhetoric. It may not have been widely
reported in the press, but in area after area,
the United States laid down specific propos-
als and worked for their adoption: Forests,
oceans, living marine resources, public par-
ticipation, Fmancing. Let me be clear: Our
commitment to action did not begin and will
not end with Rio.

So, when I travel down there next week,
to Brazil, I will bring with me several propos-
als to extend the commitment of the world
community into the future. Let me outline
for you my four-point plan of cooperation:

First, I will propose a major new initiative
to protect and enhance the world’s forests,
I mentioned lessons learned about cost effec.
tiveness. Well, halting the loss of the Earth’s
forests is one of the most cost-effective steps
we can take to cut carbon dioxide emissions,
Forests also filter the air and water. They
provide products from timber and fuelwood
to pharmaceuticals and foodstuffs, They are
home to more than half the world’s species.
At the Houston G-7 summit 2 years ago, I
proposed a global forest. convention. At
UNCED, we should get agreement on the
principles leading up to it. But I propose
today to move ahead faster. At Rio, I will
ask the other industrialized countries to join
me in doubling worldwide forest assistance
with a goal of halting the loss of the world’s
forests by the end of the decade. As a down
payment, the U.S. will increase its bilateral
forest assistance by $150 million next year.
The plan is to encourage partnerships be-
tween recipient countries who could propose
new projects and investor countries who, in
effect, could bid to support the most effective
Eroglosals for sequestering CO, or preserving
iodiversity.

5o o ot T,
of e kT e S R s e

June 1/ Administration of George Bush, 19

Second, with respect to climate, the sig
ing of a convention that calls for action pla
is simply a first step. We must impleme
them. So I will join in p oposing a prom;
start to adoption of climate action plans. (
course, as new and better science becom
available on climate charige, we will adju
our action plan accordingly. The solution
climate change must inclyde the developin
countries. While today they account f
about a quarter of the wolld’s emissions, b
the year 2025 they will contribute over hal
So we must have their participation, and w
will fund “country studies to get them start
ed. These countries will| need new tech

nologies if they are to enjoy green growth
rovi:jF

And America can p em. So, v
budget includes an investthent of almost $i
billion in developing ne energy-efficien
technologies. Hundreds of American bus;.
nessmen will be traveling to Rio to make the
case for our technology. But this effort must
continue.

So then the third part of our plan is to
support a program, a board |program of tech-
noi)ogy cooperation. In I)articular, we're
going to create a Techno ogy Cooperation
Corps to identify the green technology, those
green technological needs of countries
around the world, and then to knock down
the barriers to making it available,

The fourth point of my program for a
cleaner future is a continued program of re-
search and understanding. This year we are
requesting over $1.4 billion for the Global
Change Research Program. That’s more than
the amount spent on climatel research by the
rest of the world put together. With Dan
Goldin’s leadership here at[NASA, we will
push for a program that provides results fast-
er, cheaper, and better, At Rio, I will propose
to make the data from our climate change
program available and affordable for sci.
entists and researchers all am{und the world.
As part of this effort, we will distribute at
that Conference, at UNCED, thousands of
copies of computer disks with| data on green-
house effects, and we will open this year a
Global Change Research Infofmation Office.

These four steps—a dram£i]:: program to
protect and to enhance fores ; quick action
on climate change; cooperatidn in deploying
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cleaner, more efficient technology; and then
an ongoing program to develop and share
sound science—can help us seize that oppor-
tunity long after those speeches in Rio have
been given and the Conference is over.

Two decades ago, when they gathered at
Stockholm, the leaders of the world could
not possibly have foreseen the tumultuous
events of the intervening two decades. Then
they worried about nuclear war as a chief
environmental threat. They couldn’t have
known that today the specter of nuclear war,
with its unthinkable destruction, would be
calmed as never before in our postwar his-
tory. They could not possibly have envisioned
that, with the fall of statism and communism,
those who would come to Rio would have
the chance to launch a new generation of
clean growth guided by the wisdom of free
peoples and fueled by the power of free mar-
kets. They could never have known how far
we'd have come in 20 years. Now it is for
us to imagine how much further we can go.
And what better place to make that point
than standing before these people that are
dedicated to demonstrating to the rest of the
world how much farther we can go.

I'am grateful to each and every one of you
who gives of himself or herself to further the
science and thus to improve and keep some-
thing very, very special, the environmental
quality of our entire world. Thank you for
what you do. And may God bless our great
country. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 2:44 p.m. in
the auditorium in Building 8. In his remarks,
he referred to John M. Klineberg, Director,
Goddard Space Flight Center; Brian D.
Dailey, Executive Secretary-Designate, Na-
tional Space Council; and Lennard A. Fisk,
Associate Administrator for Space Science
and Applications, NASA. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks. '
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Nomination of Alison Podell
Rosenberg To Be an Assistant
Administrator of the Agency for
International Development

June 1,1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Alison Podell Rosenberg,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the Agency for International Development
for the Bureau of Africa, U.S. International
Development Cooperation Agency. |She
would succeed Scott M. Spangler.

Since 1988, Ms. Rosenberg has served as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Eco-
nomic Policy and Assistance for the Bureau
of African Affairs at the Department of State.
Prior to this, she served as Director of Afri-
can Affairs for National Security Council
staff, 198788, and Associate Assistant [Ad-
ministrator and Director in the Office of Pol-
icy Development and Program Review at|the
Agency for International Development,
1985-87.

Ms. Rosenberg graduated from Smith Col-
lege (B.A., 196;%. She was born September
5, 1945, in Miami, FL. Ms. Rosenberg is
married, has one child, and resides| in
McLean, VA,

Nomination of Walter B,
McCormick, Jr., To Be General
Counsel of the Department of
Transportation

June 1,1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Walter B. McCormick, Ir.,
of Missouri, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Transportation. He would
succeed Arthur J. Rothkopf.

Currently Mr. McCormick serves as Re-
publican chief counsel and staff director|of
the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation in Washington




