Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S S

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13625
Folder ID Number: 13625-003

Folder Title:
Naval Academy Commencement 5/27/92 [OA 6102] [2]

Section: 2 Position:

18 S




S20E oy fort- 4@ ot
SINIWWOD
jeji8j81088 x (eoueape) o!_”.x (edueApe) YyoI10M00S
¥se( des dex3 \_ \u uuewy X NOLLYWHOANI
O O ueweuod [ m) nH 0O m]
O O Buiid O O nemeH [0 O
O 0O waed (O m] oH [ a
O O uosieyed [ ) sseed [ a
Bupiiom O O leed [ O wedwon [ O
Aepyum O O Lieel0 O O uopio9 O
eufem (O =] sejpeeN [ O E\M_ O
woedsenBem [ O Kepiopy [ O kg 0O ]
uorgueA [ O ueuey [ O lee@ [ m]
Aeqol O O Aqew O O sjaeq [ O
Aol O O euBysSOW [ O sliieyd O O
seunels [ O erRWENOW [ m) Aewred [ a
mojsod [ x uonjuemo] [ 0O seued [ m]
1epeid [ O Aejdwe O O swng [ O
Jexewepey [ O Jeujeisue) O sieeg [J O
ekid O O seuof [ a yueg [ ]
wnipedod [ O sBuiyoinH O O sooupuy [ O
IAd indouod IAd  inouo) IAd  induog
“Ixe je Jed|}jo uojioe o} ,INOHd +*S1INIWNNOD/SIFONIHHNONOD
Javeg T ALBWBEDIN T bl Ty
uuewyyS Jo4 oweyy esedeid [ Apeig lo4 oweyy esede O
uopoy eyepdorddy [ 8MOH/1j0IOMODS 104 owep esedeld [
] . :ana w;wu ..%M.:m. , :HIOHH0 NOLLOV
[SDE :438NNN 901 WaLSAS SAH 25
dWVLS INLL

00d HNIAAVIS IVIGVIIIDIS HALLNDIAXH
TIONNO0D ALTYNDIS TVNOLLVN




. | Document No. 32950953
| . 395/
WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pATE: __ 5/21/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _3:00 P,M. FRIDAY 5/

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
SUBJECT: ANNAPOLIS, MARVIAND
MAY 27, 1992

VICE PRESIDENT HORNER
SKINNER MCBRIDE

SCOWCROFT MOORE

DARMAN PETERSMEYER
BRADY PORTER
BROMLEY ROGICH
CALIO ROLLINS

SMITH
YEUTTER

DEMAREST
FITZWATER

\\DDDDDD(@

GRAY FINDLAY

DDQD.DD&\D

KAUFMAN
MCGROARTY

_D. 00 K\\Q‘{D 0

A&

WYY

HOLIDAY

REMARKS: GAUGHAN

Please forward your comments directl

Y to Dan McGroart
Rm 122, Ext. 2930, NO LATER THAN 3:00 P.M. FRIDAY, MA%I
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RESPONSE: The National. Security Council staff has reviewed the Presidential remarks
and concurs with recommended changes.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992

SechrToe) GARRELTT ADMI2A L ELST, 'DFFCEes,

[Acknowledgements ]’\Members of the [Navy] faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you ell for this warm welcome. // |

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at

e ACADTMY
the Coast Guard Academy, at“Airlfgrce and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Actﬁally, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for fiight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
myself, and toured[}ha@]marvelous museun d?xgszatlon. In fact, I
was told the museum was maklng plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]] |

- As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about-the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame,‘my

focus was the famlly -~ the first lessons in faith and character

Epaf]learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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TIPS s ' AN >3
E@issioqﬂyou've taken up as your own: preserving freedom£ /:]

keeping the peace.
Beein \,Du.&,NA'VAL CAREERS

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -~ as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago.]ior
worléz Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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-many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the

order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new opportunjties for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. Frdm South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socijalism. Capitalism
is recognized the worlqvover as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- an{ggtions are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations

> would rally around a scheme called the new international economic

order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see

. today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world econony
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising fﬁdividuals to
%reap the fruits of their labors. // '

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course
we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free
trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.Si, Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.

But the promise of new proéperity must not blind us to the

challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against

healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic ggmpg;i;ggg. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade
wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home -~
and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. //

> Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered

oW S

~ * r —)
an era of perpetual peace. ek oRGANTTAT

///vub Pr2viaPs EVEN SomE o
As old threats recgde -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,

mog:
fas]many [ s [xxtjnations Emayj possess r_ottﬂ weapons of mass

destruction énd the ballistic missiles to deliver the@} Many of

l\.-s
these[?eglmes}wlll be ruled by leaders more rash than rat10na1 ~

7“‘.‘1‘ Wit NoT
Egss llkely té]be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrencejzhaq]bg nations w1th the means and will to frustrate

their aggressive aims. //

o ?}e"

T And with the end of East-West stand-off, 1deologx has given

e e RIVALRIES
way to'(ethnicitylas a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds --I?fhnic rivalries|frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soyiet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful

aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -~ for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --

and on leaders ready to act. // S P

e T R
e e

T""We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. In the

weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies.on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new

opportunities to eve American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. // .

(ﬁhen we think of th world you and your chlldren w1lj7

i;;;;IE:anb single factorAshapeﬁ'theﬁﬁ futurérﬁore than this:

whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into

democracy ~- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
of Ltsoueces
the amount”government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear. -
Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significént -

p?t it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //

But if we hope to.remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a gtro st egic deterrent. Yes,

AN D SHould
our nuclear forces[égn ané]will«be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward-building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence.to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its

shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challengés we;are likely to face

Py A&lulr\/‘ﬁ) -+o (. RISES
will put a premium ontrapi espons We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge

with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to



Vi f
win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain

S et

the capability to ;gggng;i;g;g{?ggzgg;ggg to meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs.can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
: —Jowether
when we standAads a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this poinf in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come ‘late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindjcation of the Amerjican ideal. I know there

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is noéSiimgg;k;ne simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
AR Heléey) QHARLED TO
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too;{?il;] o one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
-- we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //
Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 =-- and ﬁay'God bless the

United States of America.

£ £ 4
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Remarks by
The Honorable H. Lawrence Garrett, III
‘Secretary of the Navy
United States Naval Academy Graduation
Annapolis, Maryland -
27 May 1992
Thank you very much, [ ]...Mr. President...Mrs. Bush,
distinguished flag officers...honored guests...midshipmen...and

soon-to-be ensigns and second lieutenants...

It is a rare privilege to introduce the President of the
United States at an event such as this. It occurred to me, in
fact, that it might be wise to do a littie research...to get an
idea of how other people over the years have handled this

pleasant duty.

The example that came to my attention was that of Edward
Everett, who spoke immediately before President Abraham Lincoln
on the day of the Gettysburg Address. Everett, I learned, talked
for two hours that afternoon. In fact, he earned himself some
fame in the process. So, if you all will just make yourselves

comfortable, I'll get started...[laughter]
On second thought, if I did that, the Class of '92 might
decide to mistake me for an Army mule, and I'd wake up tomorrow

morning in some other state...[laughter]

Actually, ladies and gentlemen, I am extremely proud to
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welcome these young graduates--these smart, motivated, and
professional young men and women--into the service of their

country.

And I am proud and honored, as well, to present a leader who
is no stranger to the unique traditions of the naval
profession...a leader who has devoted a rich and tireless career
to public service...a leader who has earned gaflands of respect,‘

not only in this country, but in capitals around the world;

The men and women who wear the uniforms of this nation
serve--every day--with confidence that their commander-in-chief
will lead them wisely...that he will provide them the means to do
their duty...that he cares not only about the future of America
but also the well-being of those individuals who have sworn to
defend her. When I visited our Sailors and Marines in Southwesf

- Asia during Desert Shield, it occurred to me that never had
American service people gone into harm's way with more coﬁfidence
in the nation's leadership.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am honoréd to present the man who
inspiréd that confidence, your Commander in Chief, President

George Bush...



Document No. 329509ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

10 MAVY .
DATE: 5/21/ % ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: __3:00 P.M. FRIDAY 5,
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
SUBJECT: ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

MAY 27, 1992

2

VICE PRESIDENT HORNER

SKINNER MCBRIDE

SCOWCROFT MOORE

DARMAN PETERSM

BRADY PORTER

BROMLEY ROGICH

CALIO ROLLINS

DEMAREST SMITH

YEUTTER
FITZWATER

\KDDDDDD(\D

GRAY FINDLAY

v/
O]
7/
d
a
O
v
O

[SEENs \\\ ‘{D 0

[

KAUFMAN
MCGROARTY

HOLIDAY

[

Q{ (] \KD (] \\U (]

REMARKS: GAUGHAN

Please forward your comments directl
Rm 122, Ext. 2930, NO LATER THAN 3:0
22, with a copy to this office.

W@% e

Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702

y to Dan McGroarty,
0 P.M. FRIDAY, MAY

Thank you.

RESPONSE:



9 McGroarty/Bunton
-1 May 21, 1992
\ oL 11:15 a.m.
‘lx{1 [NAVY]

v

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992

[(Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. //

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Act%ally, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pénsacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. In fact, I
was told the museum was méking plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]] Aﬁbuﬁjj?'

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. dé/:poke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the

For growth yob creation
opportunities we'll haveni the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

a/m
thatA}earned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place;;%ﬁgz you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, -for _
»orid+ Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great

promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Gre of happiest aments Come
Commander-in-Chief, I—thé;iLbeek=6¥!iﬁF35?'Ehe day I did what so
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many of my predecessors-must—itave longed to do: <% give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //
This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. cCapitalism

is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- an nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising ihdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course

we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic
conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competjtors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade
wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --
and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. [/

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. [/

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of
these regimes will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggqressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given
way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and héritage we see reclaimed -- for all the



5
captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force.. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
\Where in the past we have established formal alliances ~-- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
resbond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a worldAputs a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders ready to act. //

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

States. For all the pressure to focus our energies on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open_new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from |
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

bltt it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've bequn. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence'to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward degloyment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.
Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain

the capability to reconstitute our forces to meet any future

threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our fechnological edge -- keep our R&D focused on thé
next generétion of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connéction in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire £o see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. l/

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. ‘It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great démocracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the.follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there
are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -~ provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
-= we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the

United States of America.

A A
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //
We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:

Where in the past we have established formal alliances —— the

- future may reguire us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on

nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals ——

and on leaders ready to act. [/

We will face a challenge that takes us pevond contajinment -
- to a key role in helping forge a2 democratic peace. In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promcte democratic reform in Russia and the other CQmﬁonwealfh
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies'on needs here

at home -= for all that we must and will do te open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. // .

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy =-- or slide back into anarchy or authcrifarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount gn?ernmgnt mﬁst devote to defense instead of domestic
needs —— to a‘future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've regquested from Congress is significant =--

?}% it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this \/
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992

[Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. // |

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West_Pdint. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Actually, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
miles.}j]

I understand many of you will go on from'here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited_Pénsacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. In fact, I
was told the museum was making plans to add to their collection
of "vintége“ planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]
| As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist abouf the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
\focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

that learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, for
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From

Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and

Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history 0ot somal-
had never seen a communist "domino™ fall in democracy's (;YQh»¢““'7
D (483 7

direction.

Today, the-ﬁall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

J

We must recognize these events for what they were: Anp-

Vindication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because

this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do? to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. Capitalism
is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress =-- an nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For'years, the Western ﬁorld feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a neﬁ world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising individuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course
we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free
trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreemént linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay.Round.

But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. 'Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competitors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.

We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --
and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. // ‘

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
'~ an era of perpetual peace; 1/

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
déstruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of
these regimes wili be ruled by leaders more rash than-rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggqressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideoloqy has given
way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient -
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war;ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingiy hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the.principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances =-- the
future may require us to turn more often to coalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders ready to act. //-

We will face é challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russi& and the other Commonwealth
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies.on needs here
at home -- for all that we must and will do to open_new
opportuhities to every American -- we cannot fail in this
‘critical mission. //

When we.think of the world you and your children will
inherit,'no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy =-- or slide.back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller ih the futufe. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the'progfess Iréq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heéd the lessons'learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other éombat action. We cannot count on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forwgrd deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Igigg, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain
the capability to reconstitute our forces to meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- kéep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy -
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. [/

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -~ and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.

_ More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is hg enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there
are éome who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps ---provided we seize the opportunitiés now open to us
-=- we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulatidns to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the

United States of America.

# £ #
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[(Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. //
[[Since I took offic I've given the commencement speech at
‘?'é( AcAadenm & {—( .
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air Force, and West Point. I know(iCM/ﬂQP

A
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some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Actually, I

just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pénsacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. 1In fact, I
was told the museum was méking plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

L‘)A,;C/L are 7 .
‘that, learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the grea{@é SW:

Y5873
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as ol WUS: \

in the world af?*L
order gives way to new. Think of the changegﬂthat have taken *5813 )
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, fof:iii
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From~, —
@ ﬁaﬂ LY LS
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and 5813
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history%vwwiy
H(ET

had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
iq%ividual to be free.

k{°ﬂ ° We must recognize these events for what they were: An

'l&/
| B g%
[F §T>X32219§Eigﬂ-°f our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a

\
ﬁngg% victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
- this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the A
éam(ﬂéf ((é{u W& roe’
order for our nucleas&forces to stand down from alert. // 7Qg?7

This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. cCapitalism

is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and

social progress -- aqﬁnations are reorganizing themselves to<dé*&aff”ML“
xj'g/;/
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //
For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising ihdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //
Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put

obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course

we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico =-- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic
conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competjtors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --

and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. [/

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. [/

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of
these regimes will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the ﬁeans and will to frustrate
their aggressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideoloqy has given
way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -~ for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders ready to act. //

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

States. For all the pressure to focus our energies on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. Z?e éﬁ
outcome of this great transition will;;;fect everything: from{@ﬁfg;
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

YeﬁDthe aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

but

bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a gtrong strategic deterrent. Yes,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq

had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own. A
wAere a%i&MM@ML

a -

X 5875

single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when

other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence-to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain

the capability to reconstitute our forces to meet any future x
p Y Bk ch

threat that may arise.szroduction lines for planes, tanksyshi s {6577
and=subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet We've

got to keep our technological edge =-- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait "

. . . . business Qf{‘ (%opa/@//
found in nations more interested in the—comforts-of home than ‘H@5q7
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to“éonflict - and-turned back
mortal thréats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that

claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation ~-- democracy is our

inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
-- We can secﬁre the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the
United States of America.

¥ ##
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(Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. //
[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at

id Ak
1E3 . .
the Coast GuardvAcademg,-at—A*;—#erc:7;nd West Point. I know

some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Act%ally, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pénsacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. In fact, I
was told the museum was méking plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As - President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

IV THE
thatVlearned &t home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom,v/
keeping the peace.
You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old

order gives way to new. Think of the\changes that have taken

pPlace since you first came to Annapolis four short years agq3>ferjr—
~wef%é?‘hEurope was a contineﬂt divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and

Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's

direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that vietory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new o) i ba osperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now s i ea : d of st ialism. cCapitalism
is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- am nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising ihdividuals to

reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
A _
obstacles in its path. There sheuld-be’ no question what course
Wit

we must take. The U.S. must'remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade

agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative —--
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic
conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competitors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make tﬁe world safe for trade
wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --
and we must work with our paftners for trade that is free, fair
and open. //

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. :¥e;?i§ince the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. //

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx]) nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of

these regimes will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggressive aims. //
And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given

way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds--- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established}formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the Aoment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders ready to act. //

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to

promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

States. For all the pressure to focus our energies on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

But
/pif'it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begqun. //

But if we hope to remain free an& at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on.four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Akn;?—
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence.to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores.  The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain
the capability to reconstitute our forces to meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed?}

I want to turn now toag final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. 1It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. th as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is po enemf on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we mus
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.
I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom

in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that

claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our

inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
== we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the
United States of America.

¥ F#
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[Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. [/

[[(Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Acfzally, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pénsécola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. In fact, I
was told the museum was,méking plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
.record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

that learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
placg since you first came to Ahnapolis four short years ago, for
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seén a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the deiet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. [/

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a Year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. cCapitalism
is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- ar® nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising ihdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course

we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
& Tends NEqoT1I KNS

AGATT and the Uruguay Round.

But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the

and in the global economy, through

challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against

healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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. Nations that lack the confidence to

economic ¢ (o)
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -% to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must f ght the protectionist impulse here at home --

and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. //

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. [/

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of

these regimes will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given
way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: ﬁe must stand for the principles that
" make nationalism a positive force. //

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders reédy to act. //

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond contajnment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies'on needs here
at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who begaﬂ this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've bequn. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four kef elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence.to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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- win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain
the capability to reconstitute our forces to meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. 1It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers =-- that still péses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to Eonflict - and‘turned back
mortal thréats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace. |

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as yvindication of the American ideal. I know there
are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inherjtance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
- -- we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the

United States of America.

¥ F#
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, {Acknovledgements.] Manmbers of the Navy faculty, families,
e gz,
friends -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank you all for
this warm welcoma. //

[[Since I took offlce, I've given the commencement spaach at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Alr force and West Point. I know
gome will say, “He saved the hest for last." // Actually, I
just wanted teo salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pansacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
mysalf, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. In fact, I
was told the museum was making plans to add to their cellection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Laka Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -— but none in the Great Lakes. //}]

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at SOﬁthern-
Methodist about the new economic realities -=- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dana, my

focus waz tha family -- the first les=ons in faith and character

that cocme at home. Today, I want teo speak about the great
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[Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. [/

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Actually, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. 1In fact, I
was told the museum was making plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

that come at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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missicn you've taken up as youﬁ own: preserving freedom, /
keoping the peaca.
’ E' You. [tako up your command] at a watershaed momeant -- as old
order gives way tu naw, Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first came to Annapolis four.short years ago, for
plebs summer back in 1988. That was a different era -~ another
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West., From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asla, tha U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino" fa2ll in dempcracv's
direction. | -

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / tha Soviet empire --
even tha Soviet Unien itsalf == all are gone, swept awvay by the
most powerful idaa known to man: the undan;able/YAesira of avery
individual to ba free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: A

" ot WLy — -
muun:i. -= a tastamant to falth -- hut also, a victory for the

nen and wvemen who

'~;;daqu Because this triumph
didn't just happen. Imparial communism didn't just fall -- it
was pushed. //

Your generation will ba the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are wofking now
with the new nations of thae old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great

promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As
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Commander-in-chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
rany of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //
This triumph means new ovportunities for global progperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free entarprise. From South

America to southarn Afrieca to the Far East, free market reforw is

; M. Capitalism
is recognizad the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- and nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual., //

For vears, the Western world faaraed the have-not nations
would rally arcund a schéme called the new international economic
order, to redietribute the world's waezlth., The trend we sea
today runs toward the frae parket —- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising individuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. // |

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put

obstaclés in its path., There should ba no question what course

we nust take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agraement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico ::E; South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative =-
’and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the

challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against

healthy aconomic competition degenerating into open economic
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conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest

- scononic compatitors. Nations that lack the confidenca to
sctipsts will be temptad to meak refuge behind the walls of
protectionism ~- to group themselves into warring trads blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for frade
yars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home =--
and we must work with our partners for trade that iz frae, fair
and open. //

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've mada great gaingd for freedom. But wa have not yet enterad
an era of perpetual peace. //

As old threats receda -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
ag many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many ot
thesa ragimgs will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theorias of
deterrence than j

Ltheir agaresgive aims. //
And with the ang of East-West stand-off, ddeology has given
way to gthnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient

hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in timg == threatan to revive

themselves and reignite. We mee it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the naw nations
of the old Soviet empire, For all the ¢verwhelmningly hopeful

aspacts of the new nationalism we see in the werld -- for all the |
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proud history and heritage wa sea reclaimed =- for all the
captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make naticnalism a positiva force. //

We wvill face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have agtablished formal alliancez -- thea
futura may require us'turn more often to coalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. Wa saw a glimpze of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of thair interests, faithful to their ideals --

and on leaders ready to act. //

We will face a challenga that takes us beyond containment -
= to a key rele in helping forge a dewocratic pesace. In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to

promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth
Statea. Por all the pressure to focus our energies on neadslhere
at homea =~ for all that we mugt and will do to open new

o]+ e]e liLi68 O evary American -- wa cannot fail in this
critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes thair future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
demccracy =- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outconme of this great transition_will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of donestic

needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.
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Yes, the aid I've requestad from the Congrssa is signifieant
== but it is 2lso a tiny fraction of the four triilion dellara
this nation spent to wage and win tha Cold War. We owa it to
those who began this task -- as well as those who will coms after
= to finish the great woerk we've begun. //

But if wa hope to ramain free and at peaca in a world thag
still holds dangars, we must maintain defenses adaguate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elemants:

First, we must maintain a gy

BRT. Yés,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the futura. But 
evan in the aftermath-of the Cold ﬁar, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we laarned in Deaert'storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud miseile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterraencs to stop a
nmadman with missiles. We must deploy a defensa against ballistic
zissile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo~

pelitics don't change: security means forwa

: From
the fofty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,f
forward deployed forcdes have helped America keep danger far from
its shoras. The future will be no diffevent.

Third, the nature otlthn challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. Ws liva in a day when

clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge

t
i
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with little or no warning. Througheut history, our ability te
project powsr has halped us kesp the pesca -- and, if naed be, to
win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trainad,
aquipp@d and ready.

Eouxth, even as we reduce cur armed forces, we must ratain
the capability to re

ag to meet any futura
threat that may arise., Produstion lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. Wa've

~ 9ot te keep our technological edge -- keep our RED fquscd on the

.

_._,_._.)
.’J' :

next ganeration of weapons you'll need to succesd. chz:fkant to .

\turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be familiar to you
v after four years of study. It beginz with this fundamental fact:
the crucial connection in any democracy between militsry strenath

gupport. We've seen the power of this connection in
Degert Storm; we've falt its lack in vietnan. The messaga must
be clear: America is safest at home when we stand as a force for
astability in the world. -/

In many raspects, this may be the greatast challenga of all.
Becauge the history of this century revesls the deep isclationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in avery haré-
won victery a sign that America's werk in the worid is done. /1l

- Such an urge is not umusual in democracies., It's a trait
found in nations more interestad in the comforts of home than
conquests akroad, But it can be devastating in a world that

atill helds dangers -~ that still poses threats to our interests
and 1éeals.
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Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the
last volume in his epic history of World war Two. He called it:
"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so waere able to ’
resune the follias which had so nearly cost them their lives.™ V

More than once this century, America has proved its mettlae.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is ng enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now'we nust wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I bagan today by speaking about the great yictorv of freedom
in the world as yindication of the American ideal. I know thera

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -= something boastful. But it is not -- for one simpla
reason: Eéfﬁ:fracy isn't our greation -- democracy is our
dpheritance. / We can't take credit for daemccracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do cne day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
== We can sacure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.

Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God blass the
United States of Anmerica.



McGroarty/Bunton
May 21, 1992
11:15 a.m.
[NAVY]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992

[Acknowledgements;] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade ~- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. //

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Actually, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]] | |

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. 1In fact, I
was told the museuh was making plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, vae made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Soﬁthern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the
opportunities we'll haVe in the centufy ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family —— the first lessons in faith and character

that learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've faken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first céme to Annapolis four short years ago, for
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to'Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism.‘ And history
had never seen a communist "domino" faLl in democracy's
direction. .

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself‘—- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what they were: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
that victory. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working now
with the new nations of the oid Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-~Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triﬁmph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. Capitalism
is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- an nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising individuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course
we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free
trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
- America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.

But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. ‘Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competitors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.

We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --
and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. ‘//

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. //

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of
these regimes will be ruled by leaders more rash than rational -
- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of
deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given
way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the o0ld Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalish a positive force. [/

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances —-- the
future may require us to turn more often to coalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We saw é glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
.and on leaders ready to act. //

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containment -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

' States. For all the pressure to focus our energies on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in‘this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannotlcount on deterrence to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward deployment. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Stornm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the cﬁallenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with.little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain
the capability to reconstitute our forces to'meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one thét will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers =-- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once thié century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: : we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there
are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
-- we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. //

Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the
United States of America.

# # #
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[Acknowledgements.] Members of the Navy faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm welcome. //

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for laét." // Actually, I
just wanted to salute the Class that finally captured the Army
mules.]]

I understand many of you-will go on from ﬁere to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited fénsaéola
myself, and toured that marvelous museum of aviation. 1In fact, I
was told the museum was making ﬁlans to add to their collection
of‘"vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Lét me say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific =-- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three

legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern

‘Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the

opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

that learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving<freedom, /
.keeping the peace.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have ;aken
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, for
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
direction.

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the uﬁdeniable desire of every
individual to be free.

We must recognize these events for what tﬁey wefe: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
- victory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't jusf happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of |
that victofy. Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distanf
than at any time in the past four decades. We are working noﬁ
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make gobd on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state socialism. Capitalism
is recognized the world over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- an nations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitlgss potential of the individual. //

For years, the Western world feared the ﬁave-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to fedistribute'the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising iﬁdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterérise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course
we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free
trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade
agreement linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the globai economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.

But the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic redlities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest



4 .
economic competitors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.

We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --

and we must work with our partners.for trade that is free, fair
and open. // |

Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,
we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered
an era of perpetual peace. [/ | |

As old threats recede -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
as many as [xx] nations may possess both weapons of mass
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Many of
these regiﬁes will be ruled by leéders more rash than rational -

- less likely to be dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

deterrence than by nations with the means and will to frustrate
their aggressive aims. //

And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given
- way to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds -- ethnic rivalries frozen in time -- threaten to revive
theﬁselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. [/

We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to coalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the moment. We éaw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --
and on leaders ready to act. // |

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond containmen -
- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies'on needs here
at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this
critical mis;ion. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy =~- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

‘bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation épent to wage and win thé Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //
But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,

our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the future. But
~even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about fhe progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of it§ own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence.to stop a
madmaﬁ with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
ﬁissile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward déploygent. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will'be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
will put a premium on rapid response. We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge
with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to



7
win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forées, we must retain
the capability to reconstitute our forées to meet any future
threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our ﬁ&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiér to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Stbrm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must bé clear: America is safest at home
‘when we stand as a force for stability in.the world..

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of ail.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
coﬂquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers =-- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals. 7 |

Winston Churchill made this poiht in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."_

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But.as a nation, we have yet‘to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace. |

And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedoﬁ
in theAworld as vindication of the American ideal. I know there
are someﬂwho may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is not -- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation =-- demoéracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
-- as my generation does to you, gnd you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
-- we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. ‘//

once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
CQngratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless tﬁe
United States of America.

O



> Document No. 329509ss

3951

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/21/92 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: __3:00 P.M, FRIDAV 5/

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT

; ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
SUBJECT: MAY 37 1592

2

VICE PRESIDENT d HORNER

A\

SKINNER d MCBRIDE
scowch_ MOORE

DARMAN

1

"

PETERSMEYER

BRADY PORTER

BROMLEY ROGICH

CALIO ROLLINS

DEMAREST SMITH

YEUTTER
FITZWATER

\KDDDDDD(D

GRAY

FINDLAY

&

KAUFMAN
MCGROARTY

Q{ [] \KD []
0 O ‘]\D 0 O &u
000 \\‘\\{D 0

HOLIDAY

[

REMARKS: GAUGHAN

Please forward your comments directly to Dan McGroarty,
Rm 12?, Ext. 2930, NO LATER THAN 3:00 P.M. FRIDAY, MAY
22, with a copy to this office.

Thank you.

RESPONSE: The National Security Council staff has reviewed the Presidential remarks
and concurs with recommended changes.

[ May 22, 1992
o Se
' Nooks work , Frov,clevTyete, tlecs ‘
(v Neads : 1 neeeell
A G BT T Al ' ' ar [ Sa@v Vs
7.N¢¢ I b e A {f\@r nt Scowcroft PINLL
\9“A0“5k'0‘ e U \ Ci&‘ e \eav
( Toa=t?™ N ~— ~5% " PHILLIP D. BRADY
Mpve PO N . d Assistant to the President
& e QNSO et and Statt Secretary
ars U5V, Qo &8 s o Ext. 2702
&/(V \/\LT €5 ?(’_'&é: bu&?”\z"
D) "‘(3‘# {2 ev/>
o el Tarl
(S at



9 McGroarty/Bunton
-1 May 21, 1992
\ oL 11:15 a.m.
oy e [NAVY]

a

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

MAY 27, 1992
Seche GAREETT . ADMIZA (L KELSE, ui' t CE

Al |

[Acknowledgements ]’\Members of the{Navi)faculty, families,
friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank .‘T

. p'g”
you all for this warm welcome. // o 4 .

D

[[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech a / ) *0
/r‘& A/» >y
the Coast Guard Academy, t“Alrlﬁbrce "and wes F01nt I know ;

some w1ll _say, "He saved the best for
\ ——

just wanted to salute the Class that : nally captured the Army

mules.]]

ast). " y [/ Actﬁally, I

J-understand ¥¥ny of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
myself, and toured | tha@]marvelous museum cfia;;atlon. In fact, I
was told the museum was making plans to add to their collection
of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,

hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the

record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the

~ Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

—

As President, I've made it my mission to preserve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the FKO““JiiB
opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

AR
Ehaé]learned at home. Today, I want to speak about the great



—rp(r,‘(fé 2 ANP
E@issioqﬂyou've taken up as your. own: preserving freedom[_/:]
keeping tlé;;p:?ﬁ;,m CAREERS AS 0 §Qucels

You ftakgégﬁ;;ﬁﬁiZEEEhandi&at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years agoalior
worlé} Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet expansionism.<<§pd history
had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
directiéi) »

Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet eﬁpire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept éway by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every

individual to be free.
We must recognize these events for what they were: Aan
/2 @ of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a
! ory for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of

-~
that victory. Today,.ihe_threat_af~ngglear war is more dist
[RetRbhdid TYAT g Wuvsaw Pact Brmies widdb tvevwhel~— Wegsen ~ G gp

than at any time in the past four decades.l\We are working now

Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As

Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so
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v
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the
order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means Mm_us_rth_pr_osm -
- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South
America to southern Africa to the Far East, free market reform is
now sweepjng away the dead hand of state socialism. Capitalism
is recognized the wog;d over as the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- 4éénations are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

{ For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs toward the free market -- toward a new world economy
based on creating wealth by allowing enterprising ihdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free énterprise == or put
obstacles in its path. There should be no question what course

we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free

trade: Here in our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade

agreement linking the p.s., Canada, and Mexico -- in South
America, through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But .the promise of new prosperity must not blind us to the
challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against
healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic

conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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economic competitors. Nations that lack the confidence to
compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of
protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.
We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --

and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair
and open. // ; i

> Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,

we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered

AR FTATI o 5,
AR J

an era of perpetual peace. ///wdb PeousPs eveEN SomE orﬂ€%¥=0ﬁf

As old threats recgde -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,
Mo E [N :

as |many /as [xx](nations {may| possess{both|weapons of mass

[2s Jmany [a ] P

destruction,énd the ballistic missiles to deliver the@} Many of

Cou,_NT'fZ«IE’JS. .
thesef%eg1me€]w111 be ruled by leaders more rash than rational =

7H{yuﬁupﬂq7' —_ . . )
AfLless likely té]bgjdlssuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

Buw
deterrencgﬂzﬂ:q]by nations with the means and will to frustrate

their aggressive aims. //
7]

g
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5 And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given
ert e R)IVALRIES

way to'(ethnicitylas a key factor for conflict. / Ancient

hatreds --l?fhnic rivalries|frozen in time -- threaten to revive

themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged

Balkans ~- in tensions within and among some of the new nations

of the old Soviet empire. For all the overwhelmingly hopeful

aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the
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captive nations now free: we must stand flor the principles that
make nationalism a positive force. //
We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:
Where in the past we have established formal alliances -~ the
future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
| respond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that

future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on

nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --

and on leaders ready to act. //

e

We will face a challenge that takes us beyond contajinment -

- to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the
weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth
States. For all the pressure to focus our energies'on needs here

at home -- for all that we must and will do to open new

ortunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this

\\q critical mission. //

(When we think of th fworld you and your children wIII7
e - [P =
Cﬁggggg;zﬁg single factogfshapeﬁ'thegq futuréﬂgore than this:

whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into

democracy -- or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from

of L&sodeces
the amountgovernment must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --

p?f it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've bequn. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a gtrong strategic deterrent. Yes,

. AN D Stoutd
our nuclear forces[égnfané]willkbe smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on deterrence.to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. //

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means forward degloygent. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Stornm,
forward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the nature of the challenges we.are likely to face

. ' ownid /f&wn—\i'm “+o c,@ts.es -
will put a premium ontrapid response? We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge

with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to

project power has helped us keep the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,
equipped and ready.
Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain

SUFE e T
the capability to reconst1tute$buf7forces to meet any future

threat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, ships
and=subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've
got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy
between military strength and moral support. We've seen the
power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in
Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safest at home
when we standﬂggiaegorce for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives."

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come "late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have yet to prove
that we can lead when there is no enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the war. Now we must wage
the peace.

| And we will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great victory of freedom

in the world as yindication of the American ideal. I know there

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that

PresumeTions
claim -- something boastful. But it is not:-- for one simple
reason: Democracy isn't our creation -- democracy is our

inheritance. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
Are HerEp) oudebed TO
-- as my generation does to you, and you, too/ﬁ?il{] o one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunities now open to us
== we can secure the new world of freedom that has always been
our aim. l/
Once again, thank you all for this warm welcome.
Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the

United States of America.

¥ ¥ #
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Remarks by
The Honorable H. Lawrence Garrett, III
*Secretary of the Navy
‘United States Naval Academy Graduation
-Annapolis, Maryland
.27 May 1992
Thank you very much, [ ]...Mr. President...Mrs. Bush,
distinguished flag officers...honored guests...midshipmen...and

soon-to-be ensigns and second lieutenants...

It is a rare privilege to introducé-the President of the
United States at an event such as this. It occurred to me, in
fact, that it might be wise to do a little research...to gét an
idea of how other people over the years have handled this

pleasant duty.

The example that came to my attention was that of Edward
Everett, who spoke immediately before President Abraham Lincoln
on the day of the Gettysburg Address. Everett, I learned, talked
for two hours that afternoon. In fact, he earned himself some
fame in the process. So, if you all will just make yourselves

comfortable, I'll get started...[laughter]
On second thought,-if I did that, the Class of '92 might
decide to mistake me for an Army mule, and I'd wake up tomorrow

morning in some other state...[laughter]

Actually, ladies and gentlemen, I am extremely proud to
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welcome these young graduates-~these smart, motivated, and
professional young men and women--into the service of their

country.

And I am proud and honored, as well, to present a leader who
is no stranger to the unique traditions of the naval
profession...a leader ﬁho has devoted a rich and tireless career
to public service...a leader who has earned garlands of respect,

not only in this country, but in capitals around the world.

The men and women who wear the uniforms of this nation
serve--every day--with confidence that their commander-in-chief
will lead them wisely...that he will provide them the means to do
their duty...that he cares not only about the future of America
but also the well-being of those individuals who have sworn to
defend her. When I visited our Sailors and Marines in Southwest
Asia during Desert Shield, it occurred to me that never had
American service people gone into harm's way with more confidence

in the nation's leadership.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am honored to present the man who
inspired that confidence, your Commander in Chief, President

George Bush...
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
. MAY 27, 1992
Seo CGARELTT  ADMIRAL KELSO, orr(ce,,

[Acknowledqements.]’\anbers of tho[ﬁavi]taculty, families,

".'.;_x,

friends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank ‘1

Y
, [[Since I took office, I've given the commencement speech at/, 4
) e ACADE"’\I

0/t e Coast Guard Academy, at“Air’fﬂrco and West-Point. I know

some will , "He saved the best for

you all for this warm welcome. '//

1]

J-understand #&ny of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for flight training. ~Not too long ago, I visited Pinsacola

./f myself, and toured[@ﬁ;é]marvelous museum 5??::Iation. In fact, I

E//// was told the museum was miking plans to add to their collection

of "vintage" planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,

hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. [[Let me say for the

record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the

Pacific == but none in the Great Lakes. //1] |

‘;m, As litsidont, I've made it my mission to preserve three

legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at Southern
(/) Methodist about the new economic realities -- about the FNO“*4‘:5
p// opportunities we'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character
/) &paf}learncd at home. Today, I want to speak about the great
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‘rpsts AND
Eéissioqﬂyou'vc taken up as your own: preserving freedom/ /]

keeping the pcac;.

BEGIN \Jouk MANAL CARCEXS AS ¢ (Qucevs
You ftztlznn:SEEEZEaiiandi*at a watershed moment -- as old
)

S WAGTCH.
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken

/ v#ﬁk Place since you first came to Annapolis four short years aqo.Igor
&W;%j‘jﬁaworlél Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
\\Qiéj/ Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced Soviet oxpansionisn.<:§nd history |
MAQ had never seen a communist "domino" fall in democracy's
o directiéﬁ)
Today, the Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --
even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most powerful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every
individual to be free. '
We must recognize these events for what they were: Aﬁ/w
u&f? indicat gn of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but aiso, a
LA for the men and women who fought for freedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Imperial communism didn't just
fall -- it was pushed. //
Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits of
e victemy. sqony e whrent of mcipar ar o
\KJ than at any time In the past four dccadcl.'\w. are working noJ\CELaj:‘ |
with the new nations of the old Soviet empire -- with Russia anq\ltftr7

Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great
promise of the START Treaty we signed just a year ago. As
Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what so

7
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many of my predecessors must have longed to do: to give the

order for our nuclear forces to stand down from alert. //

This triumph means new opportunities for global prosperity -

- a new commitment to free trade and free enterprise. From South

America to southern Africa to the Far East, free pmarket reform is
now sweeping away the dead hand of state gocialism. cCapitalism

is recognized the world over ag-the engine of prosperity and
social progress -- andnggigng are reorganizing themselves to
unleash the limitless potential of the individual. //

- For years, the Western world feared the have-not nations
would rally around a scheme called the new international economic
order, to redistribute the world's wealth. The trend we see
today runs tow#rd the free parket -- toward a new world economy
based on-g:ggsing wealth by allowing enterprising iﬁdividuals to
reap the fruits of their labors. //

Governments can help foster free enterprise -- or put
obstacles in its path. There should"ﬁc no question what course
we must take. The U.S. must remain a forceful advocate for free
trade: Here iﬁ our own hemisphere, as we work toward a trade

agreement’linking the U.S., Canada, and Mexico -- in South

America, :through the Enterprise for the Americas initiative --
and in the global economy, through GATT and the Uruguay Round.
But the proaise of new prosperity must not blind us to the

challenges of new economic realities. We must guard against

healthy economic competition degenerating into open economic
conflict. Many of our key security partners are our toughest
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/ economic mu Nations that lack the confidence to

’ compete will be tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of

I protectionism -- to group themselves into warring trade blocs.

We did not end the Cold War to make the world safe for trade

’ wars. We must fight the protectionist impulse here at home --
and we must work with our partners for trade that is free, fair

\ and open. // -

\/_> Beyond this economic challenge, we must not be blind to the'

dangers that remain. Yes, since the day you came to Annapolis,

we've made great gains for freedom. But we have not yet entered

an era of perpetual peace. //A gﬁégenaf’s EVEN SomE oTHER DK AR TTLATION
As old threats recgde -- new ones emerge. By the year 2000,

/ L,//[as]nany [ = m[c:;.‘ nations [maLj Y| possess @othj weapons of mass

ad destruction End the ballistic missiles to deliver thu] Many of
these [geqino “ﬁ)l be ruled by leaders more rash than rational ~

/“H 4W|L
fess likcly tono dissuaded from outlaw acts by theories of

- W deterrence Ehanjmnmmm_:hmnunuxn_m_:mm
\ their aggressive aims. //

-**’;js’“ And with the end of East-West stand-off, ideology has given

- ETHNC RV RIES ,
way t muﬂaa a key factor for conflict. / Ancient
hatreds == Ethnic rivalries|frozen in time -- threaten to revive
themselves and reignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged
Balkans -- in tensions within and among some of the new nations
of the old Soviet empire. For all the overvhelmingly hopeful
aspects of the new nationalism we see in the world -- for all the

proud history and heritage we see reclaimed -- for all the



[""H»S IS WHERE \/Duc INTROLUCE THEL 7
NEED Fok “DempeiATiC PCace’

]

captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that

)

// make nationalism a positive force. //

///.j’ We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:

/' Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the

j future may require us to turn more often to ;oalitions, built to
respond to the needs of the momgnt. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --

and on leaders roady to act. // .

?f/Y// T We will face a challongo that takes us bevond containment -

;  - to a key role in helping forge a democratic peace. 1In the

weeks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

States. For all the pressure to focus our enorgiosﬁon needs here /

at home -- for all that we pust and will do to open new ]/'
opportunities to every American -- we cannot fail in this /

\\'critical mission. //
”(Ehon we think of the(world you and your children wilI?

@}6 single tas::fon shapey thefr] tuturﬂéoro than this:

whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into

democracy == or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianism. The

outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
. of £csoueces
" the amount’government must devote to defense instead of domestic

needs -- to a future for our children free from fear.
Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --
q?t it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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nation spent to wage and win the Cold War. We owe it to those
who began this task -- as well as those who will come after -- to
finish the great work we've begun. //

But if we hope to remain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dangers, we must maintain defenses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key elements:

First, we must maintain a strong strategic deterrent. Yes,

AN D SHoucd
our nuclear forces[égn ané]will«bo smaller in the future. But
even in the aftermath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm about the progress Iraq
had made toward building a nuclear weapon of its own.

We must heed the lessons learned in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the lives of more Americans than any
other combat action. We cannot count on detorronco.to stop a
madman with missiles. We must deploy a defense against ballistic
missile attack. // '

Second, even in our new world, the fundamental facts of geo-
politics don't change: security means :g:gn:ﬂ_ﬂgnlgxljn;. From
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Dcsc;t Storm,
forward dqployod forces have helped America keep danger from its
shores. The future will be no different.

Third, the natur:u 2fA ;:'l:'o“/c%llcnq_;sc:’s &ro likely to face
will put a premium on* We live in a day when
clear and present dangers are few -- when new threats can emerge

with little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to
project power has helped us koip the peace -- and, if need be, to
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win the war. There is no substitute for forces that are trained,

equipped and ready.

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed forces, we must retain

v et

the capability to :gggng;i;g;g;gnzzzgzggg to meet any future

\;hreat that may arise. Production lines for planes, tanks, s ips

” andesziss can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We've

got to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on the
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challenge -- one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any democracy

between pilitary strength and moral support. We've seen the

power of this connection in Desert Storm; we've felt its lack in

_Vietnam. The message must be clear: America is safost at home

—oscther

” “when we standAds a force for stability in the world.

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all.
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationist
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard-
won victory a sign that America's work in the world is done. //

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait
found in nations more interested in the comforts of home than
conquests abroad. But it can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers -- that still poses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitle to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:
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"How the great democracies triumphed -- and so were able to
resume the follies which had so nearly cost them their lives.n

More than once this century, America has proved its mettle.
More than once, we've come late to conflict -- and turned back
mortal threats to freedom. But as a nation, we have Yet to prove
that wve can lead when there is NQ enemy on the doorstep. We have
proved and proved again: we can win the wﬁr. Now>wo must wage
the ﬁeace.

And we will do it with your help. : _
I began tdday by speaking about the great victory of freedom
in the world as vindication of the American ideal. I know there

are some who may think there's something presumptuous about that
claim -- something boastful. But it is nngi:m;::“;no'sinple
reason: Democfacy isn't our creation -- democracy is our
inheritance. / We can't take credit for democfacy, but we can
take the precious gift of freedom / preserve it / and pass it on
, ARE HEREM) CHARLED TOD
== as my generation does to you, and you, too/{?il{] O one day.
And perhaps -- provided we seize the opportunitiés now open to us
== We can secure the new world of freedom that has aiqays been
our ai—.fi¥[
Onéégignin, thank you all for this warm welcome.

COngrafulationl to the Navy Class of '92 -- and may God bless the
United States of America.
A
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Thank you very much, [ l...Mr. President...Mrs. Bush,
distinguished flag officers...honored guests...midshipmen...and

soon-to-be ensigns and second lieutenants...

It is a rare privilege to introduce the President of the
United States at an event such as this. It occurred to me, in
fact, that it might be wise to do a little research...to get an
idea of how other people over the years have handled this
pleasant duty.

The example that came to my attention was that of Edward
Everett, who spoke immediately before President Abraham Lincoln

on the day of the Gettysburg Address. Everett, I learned, talked

for two hours that afternoon. In fadt, he earned himself some

fame in the process. g9, if you all will just make yourselves

| comfortablc. I'll get started...[laughter]

On_second thought, if I did that, the Class of '92 might
decide to mistake me for an Army mule, and I'd wake up tomorrow

morning in some other state...[laughter]

Actually, ladies and gentlemen, I am extremely proud to

Qoo2
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welcome these young graduates--these smart, motivated, and

professiona} young men and women--into tha service of their

country.

And I am proud and honored, as well, to present a leader whd
is no stranger to the unique traditions of the naval
profession...a leader who has devoted a rich and tireless career
to public service...a leader who has earned garlands of respect,

not only in this country, but in capitals around the world.

The men and women who wear the uniforms of this nation
serve--every day--with confidence that their commander-in-chief
will lead them wisely...that he will provide them the means to do

i their duty...that he cares not only about the future of Aﬁorica
but also the well-being of those individﬁilu who have sworn to
daefend her. Wwhen I visited our Sailors and Marines in Southwest
Asia during Desert Shield, it occurred to ho that never had

American service people gone into hazﬁ's way with more confidence

'in the nation's leadership.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am honored to present the man who
inspired that confidence, your Commander in Chief, President .

George Bush...
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: E:LEZZE,A?;Z/

—
o, DAN MCGROARTY - /190 po

FROM: GARY R. BLUMENTHAL
Special Assistant to the President

for Agricultural Trade & Food\Assistance
Room 231, OEOB, x6630

Re: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT

Under the auspices of the PCG, we have been
working on a defense adjustment program to
assist workers and communities affected by the
build-down. We have a very good existing
program, but it is not publicly recognized.

We will be ready by sometime next week to
announce a few enhancements to the existing
program. The California trip was discussed as
a possible roll out site, but we were late on
that one. Meanwhile, we need to get it out
before the Hill marks up a mega bucks
adjustment proposal during the first week of
June -- i.e. the Naval Academy is perfect
timing and perfect venue.

We would like to work with you on a brief
passage in the speech that presents the
President's policy on adjustment

assistance. A fact sheet will be used to add
meat to his statement.

Please call me if you have questions.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADENY COMMENCEMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992
(Acknowledgements.)] Meabers of the Navy faculty, famillies,
friends, the Brigade -- and of céﬁrio the Class of 1992: thank
you all for this warm velcoms. ' //
[{8ince I took office, I've given the commencsment speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some will say, "He saved the best for last." // Act%.lly, I

just vanted to salute the Class that :Ln.1lz_g|n;nx.n_;n._bxjx

‘Rulas.])

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
tor £light training. HNot tooc long ago, I visited Pensacola
nyldlt, and teured that marvelous museus of aviation. In fact, I

was told the museus was likinq plans to add to their collection

‘of "vintage®” planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avenger,

hauled up from the bottoa of Lake Michigan. ([([Let we say for the

record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the

‘Pacific -- but none in the Great Lakes. //]]

As President, 1've made it ay mission to preserve thres
legaciss of concern to all Americans. I spoke at 8outhexrn
Methodist about the nev econoaic realities -- about the
opportunities ve'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my

focus was the family -- the first lessons in faith and character

as.
that ,learnad at houa. Today, I want to speak about the great

A
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mission you've taken up as your own: preserving freedom, /
Xeeping the peace.
You [(take up your command] at a vatershed moment -- as old
order gives way to nev. Think of the changes that have taken

place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, tur

—+he
, world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From

Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.8. faced Soviet expansionism. And history

had never seen a communist "domino” fall in demggxacy's

direction.
Today, tha Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --

even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept avay by the

most poverful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of every

individual to be fres.

///‘ﬂ\\ o i
~ ¥ | we must recognize these events for what they vers: An

f indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but also, a

| victory for the men and wvoaen uhn_:nnah:_;nx_‘x..ﬂn;f} a-cunsuﬁ34h
| this triumph didn‘'t just happen. Imperial communiem didn't just

| fall -- it vas pushed. //
Your generation vill be the first to enjoy the fruits or

N

that victl!y Today, the threat of nuclear war is more distant JoAM
than at any time in the past four decades. Ly. are working now ‘%Ax 4
1 with the nev nations of the old Soviet empire ~- with Russia ‘nd"‘j}1»ff
| Ukraine, XKazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great ’:;;*g
| promise of the START Treaty ve signed just a year .qoj{ As .

] —
Commander-in-Chief, I think back often to the day I did what =0

|

|
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Politically, we are threatened by a potential loss of
confidence in America’s steadfastness and a fear that
we’ll turn inward and ignore the lessons of the past

and the mandate for our continued leacdership.

E~anomically, we are threatened Dby continued excessiv
dependence on foreign energy resources, by trade
parriers, by weakened economic competitiveness, and b
environmental decay.

Militarily, we are threatened by regional instabiliti
around the globe to which we could be called to respo
either to protect our own interests or at the request
of our allies or the United Nations; by the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the
ability to deliver them; by terrorism and by
international drug trade.

Domestically, we are threatened by the burden of a
growing budget deficit; by declining savings and
investment; by both the supply of and demand for

illicit drugs that plague our society and others, that
em

threaten our future as a nation; by an education syst
that still finds our children behind their
international peers; and by a growing lack of
confidence of Americans in their government.

e

y

es

nd



Vn:,/l L4
| i)
oconontq ' '

),
?;‘P* L

ased on SESALing wealty by allowj
fruits of their )

aovornnont. can he)
obstacleg in itg path,

ve BuUst m.o m U.l-

ng cntgrprioinq 1hdlvidu¢1- to
aborg, //




SAT 23 MAY 92 12:22

Beyond thigs eConomic challenge, we BUSt not be bling to the
dangers that remain. Yes, since the day You came to Anncpouu,
ve've made great Jains tor freedom. py¢ ve have not Yot enteredq
an era of Perpetual pPeace. /y

e | ¢ 1d- eats recede -- new o rge. B 2000,
\/X} e AB0 thr ) ua?.‘ Nes eaerge Y the year
o ,,«»V“(L as @ nations BAaY possess both Veapons of mass 5
destruction and the ballistic missiles to deliver them. Znanzz of
these regines (¥11)) be ruled By leaders more ragn than rationa) -

+he
A — A:ggelg(\t\l‘a:;ud of East-west stand-ofy, ideology hae given ?

;'g,fuy ggﬂm 88 a key factor for conflice. / Ancient
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We will face nev chall OI %n thc realm of diplomacy:
o remean Firmly Comumt o Qu bt
Hh.ri‘rn*eh.~plit”vqfh.vcmClzlhlllhod4t0r111 ulliuncoo “r)the

als o

\ future IIY r.quiro us to turn mere-often to conlltion., built to

future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on

nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals --

and on leaders ready to act. //
We will face a challenge that takes us bayond containment *§%i bw”
- to a key role in helping forge a damecratic peace. In the Qﬁ*ﬂ WJ

ﬂ”pr‘ veeks ahead, Congress vill be considering the question of aid to ;Egjg
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth i

States. For all the pressure to £OCus OUr energies on needs hers

at home -- for all that ya muAt and will do to opan naw
SRRartunities to avery ANGrican -- we cannot fail in this

L‘_critical mission. //
When we think of the world you and your children will

inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forwvard into
democTacy == or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianisa. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amocunt government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -~ to a future for our children free froa fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --
bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars this
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" nation s to wago and vin the Cold unr. We owe it to those

wvho began this tauk -~ a8 vell as those who vwill come after -- to
tin;g@ the grsat vork we've begun. //

o bdé ig vc’hbp. to remain free and at peace in a wvorld that
still holds dfnqcrl, we must maintain defanses adequate to the
task., Tn;o defense rests on four key elements:

Eizst, we aust maintain a gtrong stratsaic da ank. Yes,
our ﬁucloar forces can and will bs smaller in the fupdre. sut
o?cn in the attermath of the Cold War, Russia re ins its nuclear
arsenal. And ve learned in Dasert Storm abodt the progress Ixaq
had made toward building a nuclear weapch of its own.

We must heed the lessons leapn@dd in the Gulf War, wvhen a
single Scud missile took the _i{ves of more Ansricans than any
cther combat action. We €annot count on deterrence to stop a
madaan vith missiles We must deploy a defense againat ballistic

- missile attack, ' //

conds even 1n OQ§ nev world, the fundamental facts of dJeo-
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ﬁocivtons' Ihizd, the nature of the challenges we are likely to face
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£C.E-A i1l put a premium on rapid rasponga. We live in a day when

c"ﬂfe!\r%*h\cu B store

+sl§bd+y lear’ and presant dangers are fav -- vhen nev threats can c--rgc

W 4

;g‘*_‘;;‘"& ith little or no varning. Throughout history, cur ability to

oliorces,

sueh o&; o‘cct pover has helped us kesp the peace -- and, if need be, to

N ETO SN\ \ Ttoer nsiernfol’ earitd,

%roggcujrl-ﬂ ,bé""““'—' JCW(TW/%
e vl r M
C P‘d&f , f :,ZL WM‘* Sy m p&e.c,,



Uor w{u— Q%M VS, guill
w‘::,%ma-é tha l)/v,s(_"o«.(—h
€ e P~ Tl

win the war. There is no substitute for forces that e trained,

equipped and ready.
Eourth, even as ve reduce our armed forces, ve uust retain W

the capability to Eaconatitute our forces to meet TRY future ﬁ'f; 3

threat’ that-say=arise. Ez%ﬁ—l—iﬁim&-pl%n
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: C;‘\'got to keep our technological oéchefku ScUsed 57 //L’jﬁ
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I want to turn now to a final challengs -~ one thit will be W}o\
familiar to you after four yeara of study. . It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any damocracy

between ailitary strangth and moral support. We've seen the

power of this connéction in Desert Storm; we've felt ite lack in dvj
Vietnam. The messags must be clear: America is ufut at ho

| ne ,,E-”?
when wve stand as a force for stability in the world. \’/:ré“‘z'}
—

In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all ,}/ﬁ! ’()
Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationis
urge in the American character -- a desire to see in every hard- ao/ .
.won victory a sign that America‘’s vork 1n the vorld is done. // g::}’ f{
Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a grait%
found in mations more interssted in the comforte of homs than [)y:— M
conquests abroad. But {t can be devastating in a vorld that
still holds dangers ~-- that still POses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitla to the
last volume in his epic hutery‘ of World War Two. He called it:

L]
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“How the great dcnocracioa triumphed -- and go Vere able t
Fesume the follias which had so nearly cost them their lives.~
More than once this century, America has proved itg Bettle,

%

More than once, ve've cono_lat. to conflict -- and turned back
mortal thtintl to freedom. But ag 8 nation, ve have Yot to prove
that ve can leaq wvhen there is nNQ ehamy on the doorstep. We have
Proved and proved again: we can vin the var. Nov ve nust t vage

the peace. Zezel ont, ’12‘*4"; ’E%ﬁffr /E?ik:<4az,e{?%2t(

——— e
And ve will do it with your help.

I began today by speaking about the great YASLoXy of freedon
in the vorld as m‘-ﬂn-ﬂm_mugm I knov thare

'4re some who may think thers's scmathing presunptucus about th.t

claim -- scwething boastful. But it is not -- for ono»lilplc
Teason: Democracy isn't our SEsation -- democcracy 1- Qur
inheritance. / we can't take credit for democracy, but we can
take the pracicus gift of troodal / presezve it / and pass it on
~= as BY generation does to you, and you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -- provided ve seize the opportunities now open to us
~T Ve can secure the nev vorld of freedom that has alvays been
our aim. //

One-jj*hl, thank you all for this varm velcome.
conqrntul“tal. to the Navy Class of '93 -- and may God bless the

United sStates of America.
bt
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The United States has neither the aspiration nor the resources to a4
be the world’s policemen. The growing strength of our allies "%ﬁﬁ{;i
enables them to assume a greater share of the responsibility for o
mutual security interests. As long as key interests of nations
-- promoting stability and economic freedom -- coincide,
multilateral cooperation is the most effective way to achieve
these goals. We will, therefore, remain an active participant in
the community of nations and in collective efforts to further
democracy, economic freedom, peace and stability. We will

-

continue to channel many of our efforts through a strengthened
United Nations, through our alliances, and through a host of
other multilateral organizations. The UN Charter founders’
dreams of a genuine system of collective security now look more
realistic than ever.

With its newfound influence, the United Nations now should engage
in preventive diplomacy and potentially preventive peacekeeping.
Traditional United Nations peacemaking and peacekeeping that
established conditions for peace between or among warring
factions, United Nations also can include ensuring legitimate and
fair elections, human rights monitoring, and other civil
functions that further the United Nations goal of peace and
security. United Nations peacekeeping over the next several
years will be expensive as Cold War conflicts are settled and new
conflicts rise to the surface. The United States will support
these operations, in principle and financially, while working
within the UN to ensure that they are efficient and effective.
Where peacekeeping fails, the cost to us and to the world could
be much higher over the long run.

However, the United States cannot and will not abrogate its
unilateral responsibility to protect and defend its citizens and
its interests. There is a continuing mandate for military
strength. - »

America must continue to be strcng -- politically, economically,
militarily, domestically, morally. The price for military
weakness is one we cannot afford, for it will surely be paid for
by our sons and daughters if not oy ourselves. The price for
political and economic isolaticnism and retreat will be paid for
by our Nation and by those who look to us for hope for a peaceful
and free tomorrow. This does not mean that the United States
must be the world’s policeman, that we must attack every
international problem as our own, or that we must postpone
addressing our own domestic imperatives while we commit the

-



PREFACE 1¥y&
Towards the Age of Democracy %»{;9)1$J’f

reat Nation is now at a crossroads in history. For t
time in this century -- perhaps for the first time 1
ry -- the world finds itself at the doorstep of a new
racy, an age with hope for the triumph of the rule of

viclence and anarchy; an age that offers unparalleled

national stability and security. But as history has taught

ver and over again, the future is never assured. While never

re have there been so many positive signs for democracy,

out perseverance and a dedicated, collective effort, those
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s could be reversed. Much still hangs in the balance.
rica, in particular, has a fateful choice to make. We can

ose to lead the world into this most historic of

ansformations, or we can choose to let the world risk a course
its own and accept the consegquences.

o
55
o
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America has always meant freedom, justice, opportunity and hope,
not just for Americans, but for millions around the globe. The
impoverished, the oppressed, the fearful, the weak have looked t©o
us to be strong, to be capable, to care. Perhaps more than
anything else, they have depended on us to lead. And we have.

The world has been radically transformed from the way we have
known it in our lifetime. The Cold War is won. The threat of
thermonuclear war is rapidly becoming a relic of the past. We
and our coalition allies achieved an unprecedented victory in the
Gulf War, proving that the world will respond to aggression.
Democracy is spreading around the world. An historic dialogue on
peace has begun in the Middle East. The United Nations has been
revitalized, resurgent in its efforts around the globe, helping
to broker peace from El Salvador to Namibia, from Angola and
Afghanistan to Cambodia. The West has joined together to help
our former adversaries consolidate economic and political change.
It is a world of unprecedented progress and of unprecedented
hope.

Few of these achievements would have been possible without a
strong America. They are testament to our political, economic
and military strength. They are testament to our strategy of
containment and deterrence, to the dedication and sacrifice of
the brave men and women of our armed forces, to our foreign
assistance programs and our diplomacy, and to the support and
spirit of the American people. More than anything else, they ar
testament to the values that define us as a Nation. We should
all take pride in what we have accomplished. Yet we have not



acrieved, nor will we ever, permanent rpeace. We simply do not
i K0 the challenges that will arise in the fuzure. N2
~nT -- hisccry has undersccred that reality. No
we want tC pelleve ctherwlise, there will always
_____ 25 who Want ©D pbully Zhe weax. There will
vith —he means and desire to make war. There
will always be ethnic, religicus and economic rivalries. Our
citizens and our interests will continue to be threatened and we
must be strong enough to protect and defend them. But we can

e
also chart a course t£o help achieve and
democratic peace -- that 1s what our nat
is all about.

romote peace -- a
onal security strategy

The deterrence we so successfully achieved for forty years would
have failed without visible strength. Nor would it have been
successful without forward presence. We still need deterrence --
nuclear and conventional. We also must ensure we have the
capability to respond to crises around the globe if deterrence
and dissuasion fail and, importantly, we need to create and
nurture the conditions for peace by furthering democracy and by
reducing the sources of instability.

Just as we continue to be challenged, so too does today’s world
offer us unprecedented opportunities -- thus the mandate for a
strategy of engagement, for it is an investment in our future
security. We must remain engaged abroad in order to reap the
dividends that have resulted from our global achievements, and to
shape the future our children will inherit.

What you will read in the ensuing pages 1is our strategy for the
future. It is a strategy that builds on past successes, yet
acknowledges the fundamental changes that have occurred in the
international environment -- in large part because of those
successes. It offers a strategy of political, economic, and
military engagement to shape the future. It underscores the
reality that economic solvency at home and competitiveness abroad
are every bit as important as our political and military strength
have been in the past. It identifies the domestic challenges to
our national security. It recognizes the reality that time waits
for no one, that some problems require immediate engagement while
others will be less tractable and take longer to resolve. But we
have to begin. Finally, it is neither a panacea nor a dogma. It
will have to be flexible and creative to accommodate the unknown
future. This Report is meant to encourage dialogue and debate,
for that tod is what democracy is all about.

What we seek, what all peoples seek and deserve, is peace -- but
a peace that is much more than just the absence of war. We seek
a world in which free peoples work together to promote their
mutual well-being and prosperity. We seek stability, not as an
end in itself, but rather as a bridge to the realization of human
aspirations. Let us cross that bridge together -- as individuals
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and as one of an ever broadening community of free and
independent naticns. Let us do everything we can to ensure that
in tne distant fucure, historians will be able to look back on
the 21st Century and refer tc it as "the Age of Democracy." Let

our children a grandchildr ride that we as a Nation
played the lead role in mak a
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ge reality.

George Bush



CHAPTER I - THE CURRENT DEBATE

The Lessons of History

Twice before in this century, the end of a great struggle brought

not just peace but the end of an old order. Twice, America stocd
victorious, unrivaled in power, its principles prevailing. For
the third time, with the end of the Cold War, America must decide
what course to follow, now that its "wartime" mission has been

ccomplished. What should be America’s role in the world today?
Do we promote our national interests and our values by remaining
engaged in the world around us or retreat home to America and
simply protect them? Do we contend the Jjob is finished, let
other nations take the lead, convincing ourselves that if we do,
we’ll be better off here at home, that our domestic economy will
be unaffected by our foreign involvement and that our security
interests will not otherwise be threatened? Do we no longer seek
to advance democracy or relieve inhumanity, tyranny and suffering
that still exist?

A year ago, this Nation was celebrating an unprecedented victory
in the Gulf War. We learned many lessons from our experience --
that our enemies may not be those on whom we have focused our
strategy; that international coalitions can be forged, but not
without American leadership; that the proliferation of advanced
weaponry represents a clear, present, and widespread danger; that
continued American strength must be political, economic, and
military; that the United States remains the leader among nations
to whom the world turns for strength, for reason, for compassion.

The lessons of the Cold War are just as$ compelling. That victory
would have been impossible without long-term American strength,
strategy, commitment, and leadership. It was a victory for
democracy and for those values Americans have believed in so
strongly since our birth as a Nation. Now, because of that
victory, we can redirect some resources to other needs. But the
lessons of history argue against going too far, too fast, in
ushering in this change. Weakness and retreat in the short term
lead inevitably to our having to pay a horrible, and often
avoidable, price in the long term. Perhaps most important,
history teaches us that by being engaged in peacetime --
politically, economically, militarily -- we can prolong and
bolster the peace and lessen the probability of conflict that our

sons and daughters would have to fight.
— =
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America’s Role in the World

American leadership in the world has benefitted individual
Americans in ways“that are too often taken for granted. Most
fundamentaddyy our leadership~during the Cold War meant that we
didnft “Have to fight a global war with.the Soviets. Our
leadership in the Gulf War meant that we didn’t have to assume
the burden of standing up to aggression alone. What would our
economy and security look like if Saddam had been able to get a
stronghold over the world’s energy lifeline and develop nuclear
weapons? Our prosperity has depended fundamentally on our
security.

Similarly, our foreign policy helps ensure our well-being. Our
successful negotiations with Canada and Mexico will create large
and important new markets for American products. In Europe, as a
consequence of the U.S. role in helping bring an end to that
continent’s division, American companies are finding profitable
trade and investment in the new market economies of Central and
Eastern Europe. In the former Soviet Union, despite the present
economic difficulties, the potential for mutually beneficial
trade is enormous. These new opportunities for American business
will invigorate the U.S. economy -- 20,000 new jobs for every S5l
billion in new exports. More than ever, American jobs depend
upon foreign markets, overseas investments, and access to foreign
products and raw materials. In tangible ways -- economic
prosperity and freedom from foreign dangers -- we all gain from
the success of our global leadership.

The success we have achieved will only be at risk, however, if we
lose the spirit that got us here, if we neglect our long-term
national interests, and if we fail to invest in our future.
America will be able to ensure its future domestic security and
prosperity only to the extent that it can shape and influence
international events. Increasing global interdependence has now
inextricably linked our domestic and foreign policies and will
force an adjustment of the relative priority of America’s
political, economic, and defense agendas. But America 1is still
uniquely at the forefront of the movement towards a global
community of shared values: democracy, economic freedom, and the
rule of law. The example we set at home and abroad, the support
we have given to friends and allies, as well as former enemies,
have encouraged and led the way for others to follow. The
building blocks for a new world order are at hand.

National Security Redefined

Our citizens and our interests are threatened today at many

levels -- perhaps not to the degree they were before, certainly
no longer by a singular monolithic country -- but threatened
nonetheless. In this age, our security must be viewed more

broadly:
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CHAPTER VI - TOWARD THE 21ST CENTURY

As we approach the 21st Century, the fundamental values that have
guided this Nation for over two centuries have not changed, nor
have our national interests and objectives. But our strategy has
changed to better position us to lead in a world of intriguing
contradictions, enduring uncertainty, and opportunity. Power
among nations is increasingly diffuse, yet nations are more
interdependent than ever; ancient rivalries are being played out
by small and medium powers, yet with all the destructive
potential of modern weaponry.

While it is no longer an era of single, defining threat, the
challenges that face America today, and that will confront us in
the future are more complex than ever before. They are both
foreign and domestic; political, economic and military;
unilateral and multilateral; short and long-term; resource-
constrained, yet dependent upon our national will. But just as
these challenges are broad, so too are the opportunities for
America. With over two centuries of determination, example, and
sacrifice, no other nation has our moral, diplomatic, and
military standing. No other has won such confidence, respect,
and trust. And none can substitute for our leadership or the
military capability we can marshal in defense of the free world.

America has always stood for much more than the sum of its
economic wants and needs. We do care about the world around us
-- our contributions are written in the history books for all to
see. We have inspired many because of what we have achieved and
because of what we represent. We live in a country replete with
freedoms where people of all religious, races, creeds, and colors
live in peace in harmony; where success and achievement are
bounded only by one’s initiative, ingenuity, and imagination;
where there is an unbounded belief in human dignity and faith in
human potential; where there is always hope for a better
tomorrow. We must continue to share our hopes and dreams with
the world.

The New World Order is not yet here. But we have before us, more
clearly than ever before, the opportunity to influence and shape
the future. That is what our new national security strategy is
all about. And, despite what some would say, we have a vision
for that future. We seek a world characterized by cooperation,
not containment or confrontation; a world no longer divided, but
a community of interdependent nations joined together by shared
values -- freedom, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law;
a world in which the United States role is defined by what we as
a country stand for, rather than what we stand against. To
succeed, our strategy will have to be more than words on a piece
of paper. It will take faith, courage, hard work, dialogue, and
inspiration. It will take the very best we have to offer -- as
individuals, as institutions, as a Nation. Let us work together
to lead the world towards the 21lst Century, the Age of Democratic
Peace -- there is no more important goal to which we could
aspire.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NAVAL ACADEMY COMMENCEMENT
: ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND
MAY 27, 1992
(Acknowledgements.] Mezbers of the Navy faculty, familiws,
triends, the Brigade -- and of course the Class of 1992: thank

you all for this warm welcome. " //

[((Since I took offica, I've given the coumencement speech at
the Coast Guard Academy, at Air force and West Point. I know
some Will say, "He saved the best for last.®* // Acthally, I
just wanted to salute the Class that :Lnlllx_QQQSH{QQ_ih!_Axmx
RUlas.]) '

I understand many of you will go on from here to Pensacola
for £light training. Not too long ago, I visited Pensacola
myself, and toured that marvelous museus of aviation. In fact, [
was told the museum was likinq plans to add to their collection
of "vintage® planes one of the ones I flew: an old Avengexr,
hauled up from the bottom of Lake Michigan. (([Let ma say for the
record: I'm not the one who put it there. // I left two in the
Pacific -- but nons in the Great Lakes. //]]
| As President, I've made it my mission to pressxve three
legacies of concern to all Americans. I spoke at gouthern
Methodist about ths nevw economic realities -- about the
opportunities ve'll have in the century ahead. At Notre Dame, my
focus was the family -- the girst lessons in faith and character

that learned at houme. Today, I vant}to speak about the great
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nission you've taken up as your own: presexving freedom, /
keeping the poac‘.

You [take up your command] at a watershed moment -- as old
order gives way to new. Think of the changes that have taken
place since you first came to Annapolis four short years ago, ror
world. Europe was a continent divided -- East from West. From
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Afghanistan and
Southeast Asia, the U.8. faced Soviet sxpansionism. And history
had never seen a communist "domino® fall in demogxacy's

direction.
Today, tha Wall / the Warsaw Pact / the Soviet empire --

even the Soviet Union itself -- all are gone, swept away by the
most poverful idea known to man: the undeniable desire of svery
individual to be fres. | '

We must recognize these events for what they wers: An
indication of our ideals -- a testament to faith -- but al:é, a
victory for the men and women yhe fought for fraedom. Because
this triumph didn't just happen. Iaparial communism didn’'t just
fall -- it wvas puohod. /1

Your generation will be the first to enjoy the fruits or
that vtctiiy. Today, the threat of huclonr war is more distant
than at any time in the past tout decadas. We are vorking now
vith the nev nations of the old Soviet empire ~- with Russia and
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Byelarus -- to make good on the great '
promise of the START Treaty ve signed just a year ago. As
commander-in-chief, I think back often to the day I did what 40
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A ?6 many of
C‘//// W? 3

Bany of my Predecessorg Bust have longed to do: ¢ dive the

6§06° order for ouy ndéloar forces to stand down from alext. //
A e <
&:’b“‘ : Gh“ triumph meang % =
/ e ‘0
o s
k- dzﬁ —3 ~ & naw Commitment to free trade and free -ntcrpr1-¢;> From soyuty

uUnleash the linitlegs Potentia)l o the 1ndixxnull. //

/"' | '// ’
(;:fi:;b/ | would Yally around , Scheme calleq the new internationa) eConomy
no

order, to Xadistribute the vorld's wealtn, The trend ve yeq
redistribution'

Sequester
iS a separate  today runs towarg :hg~1x|._||zx.: == toward . nev worlg eConomy

;i:gemgiﬁgt. %i-od On Sreating wealtn by allowing enterprising lhdtviduclu to

reap the fruits of their laborg, //
\ Governmentg can help foster free enterprise -- or put

) Obstacles jip its path, There should bg po QuUestion what Course
Wé must take, The U.8. myust remain g %m%
Lrade: Here in our owp hcninphorc, &% ve work tovard trade
agreement linking the U.s.{ Canada, apg Mexico -- j, South
Americs, through the Enterprise for the Americag initiative --
and in the global Sconomy, through Gapy and the Uruguay Roung.
But the promise of DoV prosperity mugt ROt blind us to tne

challenges of hev economjic realities, We must Juard against

healthy mﬂ_mm degenerating ineo Pen sgonomic

sonflict. Many of our key Sacurity RAXLDers are our toughest
7
WMM’

Why free trade?
M%% 7 What does it mean
L&ﬁhﬂ&éZkALLh/JV#}AA to Americans?

_Pees
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/fv/// favor of an open world
<;//// trading System -- €.9., the G.06

trade volume Creating jobs. wesx . fruvet
D Just extolling free markets — AL,
¥ Wﬁy/ﬁégi:j doesn't do jit. 4Q421—£Qn«

VIl eéconomics, we should make
Clearer why we are ip

-~ to 9TOUp themsalves into Yarring trade ; Lt

# We did not end the Colg War to make the worild safe for trade

Beyond this @conomic challenge, we Bust not be bling to the

dangers that remain, Yes, since the day you came to Ann.poliu,

we've made 9reat gains for freedonm. But wve have Not yet entereq

an era of Perpetual peace. //

old.qprcatl recede -- ngy Ones emerge. By the year 2000,
M_-o

- nations may POssess both Weapons of
e/é\ecific V. Seres
Kj;? destruction ang the ballistic Bissiles to deliver them. n¢q£Zot

: A ctey
y/may these regimas (#11) be ruleq by leaders more ragn than rationa] -

- less likely

to be dissuaded from outlav acts by theories or
deterrence than %
‘hﬂr—nmmm //

And with

the end of East-West stand-ofr, Ld.nlgqx has given

way to atbnicity as a key tactor for conflice. Ancient
hatreds -é ethnic rivailries frozen in ting -- threaten to revive

thesselves ang reignite., we 88e it now in the var-ravaged

Balkang -- in

tensions within and among some of the new nations

of the old Soviet empire. For all the overvhelaingly hopetul

aspacts of the
Proud history

Nev nationalism we 888 in the worldq -- for all the
and heritage Ve .see reclaimed -- for all the

Some
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Fuzzy.

Why coalitions,

captive nations now free: we must stand for the principles that

L IC st Arta Tl

make nationalisa a positive force. // Mdoeen ?

///” We will face new challenges in the realm of diplomacy:

why not do it

alone?

Why not

withdr
having
enough

aw as
done

b»f‘v"
ok

Where in the past we have established formal alliances -- the
future may require us to turn more often to ;onlltion-, built to
raspond to the needs of the moment. We saw a glimpse of that
future in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts a premium on
nations certain of their interests, faithful to their ideals -~

and on leaders ready to act. //
We will face a challenge that takes us bayond contajipment -
- to a kay role in helping forge a damecratic psage. In the

vesks ahead, Congress will be considering the question of aid to
promote democratic reform in Russia and the other Commonwealth

States. For all the pressure to focus our onorqlo-'on neads here
at home -~ for all that wa aust and will do tQ open naw
epportunitias to aveary American -- we cannot fail in this

critical mission. //

When we think of the world you and your children will
inherit, no single factor shapes their future more than this:
whether the lands of the old Soviet empire move forward into
democracy == or slide back into anarchy or authoritarianisa. The
outcome of this great transition will effect everything: from
the amount government must devote to defense instead of domestic
needs -- to a future for our children frea froa fear.

Yes the aid I've requested from Congress is significant --
bit it is also a tiny fraction of the four trillion dollars thias

What does this really

mean?
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7:& The political challenge section is very weak.
We need to make a case for involvement -- why LZ—
what goes on in the world is of significance
-1 to U.S. citizens. : L??T
Tz,

—_—— —w

<. . - o - .
nation npcdt to vage and win the Cold War. We owe it to thoss

who bagan this tiok -~ as Well as those who will come after -- to
finish the grsat work we've bagun. //

But if ve hope to ramain free and at peace in a world that
still holds dgngcrl, we must naintain dsfanses adequate to the
task. This defense rests on four key slements:

Iizst, ve must maintain a g Yeau,
our nuclear forces can and will be smaller in the fugdre. Bsut
even in the aftornath of the Cold War, Russia retains its nuclear
arsenal. And we learned in Desert Storm abodt the prograss Iraqg
had made toward building a nuclear weapoh of its own.

We must heed the lesssons learn@d in the Gulf War, when a
single Scud missile took the Yives of more Americans than any

other combat action. We €annot count on daterrence to stop a

madman with nissiles: We must deploy a defense against ballistic

even in our nev world, the fundamental facts of geo-| -
politics/don't change: security msans foryard deployssnt. Froa §Zﬁ§}§§;§
the forty years of Cold War to the forty days of Desert Storm, ;ighﬁgnt
foryward deployed forces have helped America keep danger from it ,£2=?
sjiores. The futurs vill be no different. b’E;;f

Third, the nature of the challenges wa are likely to face

111 put a premium on rapid rxesponge. We live in a day when
lear and present dangers are fav ~- when new threats can sxmaXrge

ith little or no warning. Throughout history, our ability to
Pxoject pover has helped us kesp the psace -- and, if need be, to

“J The world will not of itself beome a . ——
benign place -- at least it hasn't for r,;z““
5,000 years -- it will take hard ett L

to make and keep it a better place. = 2
Us efforts 7

v 3/ -
80 9d / b2:2l 26 AU €2 14S & XB4 dI0WN0D 1d0d—X
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The security portion leaves out the need

for coalition support -- why we need
the UNSC (United Nations Security Council)
and a coalition in the Gulf.

win the war. There is no substitute for forces thit Z;L
equipped and ready.

Egurth, even as we reduce ~armed forces, we uwust retain
mnué‘&m. to meet Gw future

the capability to
thrc;2>that may arise. Production lines for Planes, tanks, ship

trained,

and subs can't be turned on and off like a water faucet. We'vae
9ot to keep our technological edge -- keep our R&D focused on th
next generation of weapons you'll need to succeed.

I want to turn now to a final challengs ~~ one that will be
familiar to you after four years of study. It begins with this
fundamental fact: the crucial connection in any damocracy
between military strength and moral support.

power of this connéction in Desert Storm; wve've felt its lack in
America is safest at ho;;/

We've seen the

/ \ Vietnam. The message must ba clear:
[

r |
i U///
\‘ //

\v//b}
A;»ﬂgq Because the history of this century reveals the deep isolationis

od
e
vy
In many respects, this may be the greatest challenge of all

when we stand as a force for stability in the world.

urge in the American character -- a desire to ses in every hard-

won victory a sign that America‘'s work in the world is done. //

(’v

o’

e

Are we doing
this?

If so, I don'
know about it

This costs
big bucks

-

Is that the
message?

Vietnam
wasn't
pro
stability

ue . LPq
Ulgp 1t G2

Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. It's a trait £ f@tm;”gi?@;nr

o S8y sy 8
found in nations more interssted in the comforts of home than ‘. %nq 3’;%
Tv Qg

conquests abroad. But {t can be devastating in a world that
still holds dangers ~- that still pPoses threats to our interests
and ideals.

Winston Churchill made this point in the subtitlae to the

last volume in his epic history of World War Two. He called it:

.
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“How the great deaocracies triunphed -- and g0 Vere able to
Fesume the follias which had so hearly cost them their livay.~
More than once this century, America has Proved {ty mett)e. 64¢£2'
P

More than once, ve've cone late to conflict -- angd turned back
mortal threats to fresdom. But ag a hation, we have Yot to prove

that wve can lead when there s nQ ehamy on the doorstep. Wae have

Goéd

proved and proved again: we caﬁ win the war. Nov we nust vage

the peace. zzel com, %ftf/éﬂ Mé‘zz;%%

And ve will do it with your help. and we have not yet secured.t
I began today by speaking about the great Yictory of freedonm
in the world as mmwm I know there

Are some who may think thera's scnathing presumptucus about that
claim ~= something boasttul. But it is not -- gor one simple

reason: Democracy isn't our craatiop -~ democracy is Qur

dnheritancy. / We can't take credit for democracy, but we can

take the precioys gift of freedon / preserve it / and

Pass it on

T as By generation does to you, ana you, too, will do one day.
And perhaps -~ Provided va seizs the opportunities now opean to us
T= We can secure the nev vorld of fresdom that has Alvays been

our aim. /y/
Onow again, thank you a1l for this varn welcome.

Congratulations to the Navy Class of '92 -« ang BAy God bless the

United States of America.
BN
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